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An   InVETSEATB  HbAD-AcB,    SVCCBSSFULLY  TREAtElf^ 

By  Wm.  Lambe>  M.  D. 

The  Rev,  Mr.  M — aged  thirty-three,  of  melancholid 
temperament,  had  been  afHicted  with  sick  head-ach*for 
sixteen  years  at  the  least.   The  paroxyitms  were  of  singu* 

lar  severity,  lasting  commonly  tor  twenty-four,  bften  for 
forty-eight  hours,  during  which  time  he  was  incapable  of 
any  exertion,  and  generally,  for  a  great  part  of  it,  was' 
confined  to  his  bed.   These  paroxysms  were  attended  with 
great  derangement  of  the  stomach,  eructation,  frequently' 
with  sickness  and  vomiting.    The  attacks  had  recurred  at 
irregular  intervals :  for  the  last  year  or  two  they  had  usually 
happened  weekly;  sometimes  twice  a  week;  for  two  months 
only,  towards  the  end  of  last  suiiiiner,  he  had  intervals  of 
tw  o  or  three  weeks ;  but  in  the  autumn  and  hei^inning  of 
winter  they  recurred  as  frequently  and  as  severely  as  evcr.^ 
At  all  times  the  bowels  were  much  contincd,  the  fauces  hnrd 
and  black,  and  tlic  stomach  perpetually  oppre^«<?ed  with 
iiatulence.    Trum  mefliciiie,  which  had  been  applied  under 
the  best  advice,  lie  had  received  occasional  benefit ;  but  it 
never  proved  [)ermanent,  so  that  he  was  oblige  d  to  content 
himself  with  reijulating  the  bowels,  for  wliicli  purpose  the 
constant  application  of  aperient  medicines  was  indispeuii- 
hie.    Except  thc-e  di^tressins;  paroxv5»nis,  he  could  not  be 
sa  if  I  to  he  oil  t  ot"  lie;illli;  the  stren^lh,  Nleep  ;ind  appetite 
were  natural ;  but  the  countenance  wai  always  of  a  duii 
and  sickly  paleness. 

iJuviiiijj  lor  some  lime  been  firmly  of  opinion,  that  con- 
stitutional diseases  are  produced  by  the  irii^csta,  and  among 
these,  by  coiitaiuuiations  of  common  water  more  than  by 
all  the  others,  1  advised  him  to  try  the  effect  of  a  course 
ol  distilled  water,  confining  himself  to  it  entirely  in  eVery 
article,  of  which  water  is  a  principal  ingredient.  Tiie 
proposed  course  could  not  be.frkfome  to  him,  except  a^ 
(  No.  6\>.  )  B  i« 
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to  the  trouble  it  would  occasion^  he  never  tasting  malt 
liquor^  and  vsine  wine  very  sparingly.  The  coutiauaiice 
of  the  wine  I  did  not  prohibit* 

With  this  advice  he  nas  complied,  and  began  the  course 
at  Christmas  last.  His  diet,  in  other  respects,  has  been 
exactly  die  same  aa  nana] ;  and  the  only  medicine  he  has 
taken  are  some  aperient  pills,  to  which  he  has  been  accus* 
tomed  for  some  years.  In  about  three  weeks,  be  found  very 
sensible  relief.  The  paroxysms  of  head-ach  recurred  as 
usual,  but  with  much  less  violence ;  and  ever  since  the  dia* 
order  has  continued  to  decline.  For  the  last  three  months 
he  has  been  attacked  only  three  times,  and  then  with  so 
little  severity,  as  not  to  interrupt  his  usual  occupations. 
T^e  general  health  has  at  the  same  time  been  materially 
improved.  The  flatulence  is  wholly  removed,  and  the 
sickly  paleness  of  the  countenance  has  been  succeeded  by 
a  general  appearance  of  health;  which  he  has  not  pos* 
aessed  for  many  years.  I  think  it  right  to  add>  that  this 
account  has  been  in  a  great  measure  drawn  up  by  himself. 
'  It  is  impossible  to  account  for  so  remarkable  an  effect,  in 
consequence  of  a  change  apparently  so  siipple,  without 
suspecting  common  water  to  be  impregnated,  at  least  oc  ca- 
slonally,  with  some  matter  of  inhnitcly  greater  activity, 
than  those  which  have  hitherto  been  discovered  in  its  com- 
position. Such  a  matter  I  have  in  truth  detected,  and 
this  detection  occasioned  me  to  recommend  the  course 
with  so  much  confidence.  I  believe  that  the  matter  I  allude 
to  is  a  product  of  putrefaction,  and  that  it  is  very  generally 
diffused  through  the  water  applied  to  domestic  uses.  This 
matter  I  apprehend  to  be  tne  principal  source  of  the  acri- 
monies, which  have  been  so  gener;illy  suspected  to  con- 
taminate the  animal  fluids.  I  should  have  ventured  to  lay 
the  grounds  of  these  opinions  before  the  public  some  tinie 
ago,  had  it  not  hwn  for  the  extreme  (!it^cultie«^  T  have  met 
%vith  in  the  ebeuiieal  inv»sr(.rations  coniieetefl  witii  tins 
fiuhject;  ditliculties,  however,  which  1  believe  to  be  very 
nearly  surmuuated. 

Though  lu  }ul-aehs,  sueb  as  that  abovr*  described,  are 
enmiiuuily  fV( c  tVnin  danger,  there  are  lew  complaints 
more  uMvichliii!;  to  medieiuc.  A  resjimcn  tlieii,  which  will 
eradicate  so  K  uted  a  malady,  we  may  hope  to  find  service- 
able in  other  ob-linate  and  iiitraciable  diseases.  The  in- 
iitance  I  have  adduced  of  essential  bent  til  rve«-ive(l  by  this 
treatment  is  by  no  means  the  only  one  which  i  pos-es^ 
In  due  time  the  public  shall  he  enaldcd  to  form  their 
uwu  upiuiua  of  its  merit.  In  the  mean  time  I  am  per- 
suaded 
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Snadcd  that  thosei  who  choose  to  adopt  u  as  an  auxiliary 
to  medicine^  and  in  eases  where  medicine  alone  is  inefli* 
cacious,  win  not  be  disappointed  iii  anj  Reasonable  expec« 
tatioDS  they  may  form  of  tts  powers. 


To  Uie  EdUors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  JowtuU* 
Gentlemen^ 

Cases  of  intermittent  fever,  from  their  being  of  rare 
occurrence  in  the  practice  of  tfyis  Metropolis,  seem  nbt  ta 
have  excited  su^hcieni  attention  to  their  mode  of  treat- 
ment. When  they  do  occur,  they  are  imported  from 
marshy  countries?,  where  the  disease  is  endc^nic ;  and 
bark,  iu  oue  form  or  otlier,  is  considered  the  specific  re- 
medy. 

Notwithstanding  that  this  disease  is  produced  by  marsh 
miasma>  there  arc  many  other  causes  which  may  predisjwse 
the  body  to  be  acted  upon  by  this  unwholesome  effluvia^ 
finch  as  cold  and  moist  atmosphere,  feeding  upon  acid 
fruits,  crude  and  watery  vegetables,  low  living  in  general  | 
and,  in  short,  every  thing  that  tends  to  impoverish  th<f 
fluids  and  impair  the  tone  of  the  solids,  favour  Very  much 
the  production  of  this  complaint ;  a  sufficient  reason  why 
they  are  found  to  be  more  frequent  in  the  formeir  classes  of 
society  than  among  the  rich  and  aiBuent. 

Agues  are  much  more  violent  in  their  paroxysms  in  the 
coontry  than  the;jr  are  in  town,  our  npirious  smokey  atmos- 
phere being,  as  it  were,  an  antidote  to  this  disorder.  It 
IS  with  a  view  to  draw  the  attention  of  medical  men  mor^ 
particularly  to  the  use  of  opium  in  this  complaint,  that  I  ani 
mduced.  to  publish  the  two  following  cases,  where  it  will  be! 
seen  to  have  produced  the  most  strilcing  and  beneficial 
effect. 

John  Gash,  a  young  man  of  about  twenty  years  of  age^ 
of  a  pallid  countenance,  and  weak  lux  Abre,  became  a 
patient  of  the  Dispensary  the  seventeenth  day  of  Aprils 
for  tiie  cure  of  an  intermittent  of  the  quotidian  type^ 
which  he  had  contracted  during  a  journey  into  £8sex^ 
where-  he  had  not  remained  eight  and  forty  hours  before  he 
Was  siezed  with  this  complaint;  Uie  bark  was  prescribed 
fof  him  in  doses  of  jj.  omni  2d.  hora  sumdi  which  he  con* 
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tinucd  taking  until  the  ilSd  of  April  following,  without  any 
material  alteration  orbenrlitin  his  complaint ;  \vli«jii  1  had 
occasion  to'  stc  Inm  in  the  ahscncc  of  the  attendinii  phv- 
8i£Sian^  and  ordered  him  to  take  the  following  draught  au 
hour  antecedent  to  the  recurrence  of  the  colcf  fit. 

ft.  TiDCL  Opii.  gt.  XXXV.  Zinzib.  2y.  Aq.  month,  pip. 
jjfl.   M.  ft.  haust. 

ThU  produced  a  very  favourable  effect,  for  the  fit  was 
not  nearlv  so  violent  nor  long  in  its  duration  as  it  had  been 
before^  (jn  the  following  daj  the  draught  was  repeated 
with  the 'addition  of  five  drops  of  tinct.  opii;  the  nt  was 
scarcely  perceptible.  On  the  third  day  the  draught  was 
again  repeated,  when  the  fit  did  not  return^  nor  has  he 
felt  any  thing  of  it  since. 

Thomas  Bentley,  astat.  US,  of  a  habit  of  body  similar  to 
that  of  the  former  patient^  applied  to  the  Dispensary  for 
the  cure  of  a  tertian  ague.  He  had  been  taking  the  bark 
for  nearly  a  fortnight  (when  I  saw  him)  without  «iny  ma- 
terial benefit.  I  gave  him  the  same  draught  which  had 
produced  so  good  an  effect  in  the  before  mentioned  case^ 
and  the  effect  here  was  equally  striking  and  beneficial,  the 
second  dose  having  removed  his  complaint  altogi  thcr. 

Bark,  therefore,  although  it,  with  an  almost  infallible 
certainty,  cures  the  disease,  ought  not  strictly  to  be  re* 
garded  as  a  ^peeifie  in  this  complaint,  as  a  specific,  pro* 
perly  s6  called,  not  merely  cures,  but  is  the  only  thing; 
which  can  cure  the  malady  to  which  it  is  applied. 
»  The  practice  of  givins  opium  in  intermittent  fever  ia 
reither  singular  nor  novel,  it  having  been  adopted  by  me- 
dical practitioners  at  least  half  a  century  ago;  in  some  old 
authors  which  [  have  read,  this  practice  is  mention*  <!,  par- 
ticularly by  Dr.  Br  rryatt,  a  French  ph>'sician,  who  averai 
that  he  has  found  iJr.  Sydenham's  litjuid  laudanniu  more 
infallible  in  the  'cure  of  intrrn)ifie'nt  fever  than  t  ven  the 
bark  itself,  a  single  dose  for  the  most  part  ?iifii<Mng;  he 
gave  it  to  the  patient  in  bed,  an  honr  hcforo  tiic  cold  fit 
was  expected,  in  doses  of  twenty-tive  to  thirty  <lrops. 

Dr.  Lind,  an  intelligent  physician,  who  appeals  lo  have 

f>aid  a.  great  deal  of  attention  to  this  disease^  speaks  very 
lighly  as  to  the  e(Ret  of  this  medicine,  when  giv<'n  dur- 
ing the  hot  fit.  But,  siir(  ly,  it  appears  mc^re  consistent 
v.  itli  tin-  fhcury  of  the  cold  tit  dcpendins^  u|;on  spasm,  that 
to  aj»[»ly  (he  If  medv  just  before  its  attack,  woultl  be  more 
likely  lu  ulL  watc  its  violence  and  shorten  its  duration, 
and  thus  niitii^ate  the  viu!<';ice,  and  abridge  the  cuntiuu- 
UQcc  ul  the  succeeding  reacUun.  I  nni.  Cvc. 

IVIIcn  vi  L  BARTLETT. 

Tm^burji  Di^j>€mttry,      Johns  Square,  Mai/  29, 
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To  Dr.  BRADLEY. 

Sir, 

As  from  the  symptoms  of  the  following  case,  there  was 
great  reason  to  impute  thcni  lo  liydrocephalui  liiternus  t 
as  llie  cause,  and  as  the  treatment  has  been  successful,  I 
request  the  favour  of  your  inserting  it  in  the  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  L.  HEI^SHAM,  M.  D. 

SUke  Ferry,  N^rfoik^  May  98, 1804^ 


July  7,  1803,  I  was  applied  to  tor  Miss  I.  S.  a^ed  13 
years,  who  was  just  come  from  boarding  school  fur  the 
holidays. 

There  were  evident  marks  of  a  slight  dciaiigciacnt  of 
ititellect  in  her  convei'sation.  Slie  eoniplainod  <jt"  violcui 
pani  and  iiircjbbing  in  her  head,  and  tlic  pupil  of"  tlic  ri<jht 
eye  was  a  deal  dilated.  Her  pulse  was  full  and  rather 
slow,  but  there  were  no  signs  ol  active  inflammation. 

I  ordered  two  or  three  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the 
temples,  her  head  to  be  shaved,  and  a  blister  laid  over  iU 
A  pill  with  gr.  j.  of  calomel  to  be  taken  every  night,  and  a 
julep  with  tinct.  castorei  and  spin  ammon.  com.  two  or 
three  times  in  the  day.  This  method  was  regularly  pur« 
sned  till  the  dist*  the  blisters  renewed  and  kept  running, 
and  the  leeches  occasionally  applied,  without  tier  having 
received  any  permanent  benefit. 

She  then  began  to  rub  into  the  thighs  and  arms  alter- 
nately, 2j.  of  ung.  hydrarg.  fort,  till  her  mouth  became 
sore  and  she  spat  plentifully. 

It  was  now  tne  symptoms  began  to  give  way,  and  by  the 
^Ist  of  Auj|ust  she  seemed  to  have  no  complaint  but  debi- 
lity, for  which  she  took  a  decoction  of  cinchona,  and  con- 
tinued it  unremitted ly  till  the  end  of  September. 

Since  then  she  has  bad  some  slight  returns  of  head-ach, 
which  have  always  been  relieved  by  applying  one  or  two 
leeches. 
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Bemabxablb  Cask  or  a  Ppltpus  ahtr;  fficBMORi**^ 

£  Widi  nil  Engraving.  J 

A  Pemntfs  wife,  who  lWe4  in  a  village  near  Gottingen, 
.  jftboat  fifty  years  of  age>  bom  of  healthy  parentftj  wasac-f 
iciclenuliy  ttrack>  when  ten  years  old,  in  the  right  cheek, 
^ith  the  tooth  of  a  rake,  which  penetrated  nearly  one 
Inch  deep.  She  lost  a  great  4eal  or  blood,  but  the  wound 
closed  a  short  time  afiter.  From  this  period  however  she 
yfwt  often  attacked  with  acute  pains  in  the  maxilla  supe^  ' 
por^  particularly  during  her  menstruation,  which  occurred 
for  the  first  time,  sparingly,  in  her  nineteenth  year.  The 
right  cheek  began  gradually  to  swell ;  the  pains  continued 
from  time  to  time^and  alternated  with  other  rheumatic, 
pomplaints.  When  the  pains  were  violent  and  the  cheek 
mucn  swoln  and  red,  she  used  to  apply  cataplasms  of 
aromatic  herbs,  which  greatly  relieved  ner.  In  her  twenty- 
seventh  year  she  married  a  peasant,  b^  whom  she  had  two 
children,  who,  to  the  present  day,  enjoy  very  good  health 
and  are  brisk  young  men.   Ail  the  time  she  suffered  more 
ll^rless  violent  pains,  particularly  in  winter,  and  the  swell- 
ing of  the  check  proceeded  very  slowly,  till  after  her  las| 
(child-birth,  when  she  perceived  that  the  tumour  of  the 
cheek  increased  more  evidently;  the  eyes  became  a  little 
prominent,  and  the  pains  more  frcqiu  iitly  returned,  in 
this  state  she  remained  for  many  years ;  but  after  the 
ces>ation  of  fiuxiis  men-inin,  whicli  happened  in  licr  forty- 
?ixtli  year,  tin-  (  (Hirlition  ol  the  patient  became  cousidcrr 
ably  worse.     The  bulb  of  the  riglit  eye  protruded  from 
the  orbit,  without  any  diuiuuiiion  of  si^ht,  tlie  teeth  j>f 
the  upper  and  lower  jaw  fell  out,  tlic  respiration  by  the 
nose  was  much  uupeded,  and  ilie  power  of  smellinpr  quite 
gone.    Speech  and  mandueation  became  uiore  (tilHcult, 
and  the  tumour,  protrusion  of  the  eye,  &c.  extciuicd  to 
jbe  left  side.    All  this  time  she  had  never  taken  tin  advice 
of  a  njedical  man,  but  had  committed  iicr&elf  to  the  care 
pf  quack-  and  old  women. 

in  June,  1803,  the  local  afTeetions  heini^  exeeediiij^ly 
increased,  the  pains  altiK>st  in^^u[)[)ortable_,  and  the  patient 
an;icked  by  tebrile  syirjpioins,  w  liu  ii  e<Hifined  her  lo  her 
bed,  the  husband  walk€4     Qottiugcn,  iu  order  to  cpn&ult 

Dr. 

4 


*  Thil  ei0e  is  described  in  Dr.  £icbhorn'$  laaugHnU  Dissertutio  dq 


Digitized  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


MmarkahU  Can  of «  PolypuM  aairi  Highnwrk  7 

Br.  Noehden,  who  ordered  several  remedies,  which  he 
thought  propc  r,  accordjng  to  the  imperfect  relation  of  this 
man,  who  oniy  told  him  her  present  condition,  without 
mciuioniiig  a  syllable  of  thv  })rugrcss  and  beginning  of  her 
chief  coin[)l:rMit.    The  remedies  however  operatt'd  so  well, 
tliat  within  a  few  weeks  the  most  iM  j;t'nt  symptoms  were 
removed,  the  fever  subdued,  and  tiie  patient  able  to  quit 
the  bed.     Tlie  disease^  of  winch  she  now  ehiedy  com- 
plained were  a  dimncs;*  of  sight,  and  pains  in  the  upper 
iaw,  but  they  were  much  less  viohiu  than  bclore.  As  these 
syuipLoms  continued,  notwithstanding  the  must  etheacious 
remedies.  Dr.  N.  d(  j>ired  the  patient  to  come  to  town,  that 
he  mieht  see  her,  which  he  had  not  hitherto  had  an  op- 
I HHtiiii  ty  of  doing.     The  Doctor  was  surprized  at  the 
great  deformity  uf  the  face  ;  and  on  examiniTjc^  the  patient, 
and  exploring  the  state  in  whu  li  sho  was,  sooii  iuund  that 
she  oui^ht  to  have  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  surgery, 
and  therefore  recommended  hci  to  Dr.  Langenbeck,  an 
able  surcrcon  of  that  place,  at  who^e  house  Dr.  £ichhor4 
eaw  and  exam i tied  ihe  patient. 

The  chief  symptoms  observable  at  that  tune  were,  1.  A 
swellinGT  of  both  sides  of  the  ma.xilla  supeiioi,  \^  hicfj  u  a;* 
hard  iijid  a  liiilc  red.    2.  The  nasal  bones  flat.    J.  In  both 
cavities  of  the  nose  a  polypus  of  a  red  colour.    4.  The 
bulbs  of  the  eyes  niiicft  protruded,  and  the  sight  dnui* 
nished.    6.  The  cornea  pellucid.    6.  Saccus  lacrymali:? 
tamid  and  inflamed.   7*  Pnncta  lacrymaUa  »hnt.    is.  A 
small  tumour  in  the  region  of  the  glandula  lacrymalis, 
9.  A  continual  watering  of  the  eyes«    la  The  palate  was 
depressed,  rather  convex,  and  yielded  like  a  tumour  to 
the  pressore  of  the  £nger.   Bxcept  these  sytnptoms,  the 
patient  found  herself  pretty  well;  appetite  good^  pulse 
soft,  and  not  very  fir^nent.   The  polypi  in  the  nose  in- 
duced the  present  gentlemen  to  ascribe  the  above-menti# 
oned  deformity^  and  the  attending  symptoms,  to  a  similar 
excrescence  which  had  taken  place  in  the  antrum  Higlu 
mori*    On  having  sufficiently  considered  the  case,  l)r. 
Langenbeck  proposed  an  operation,  as  the  only  expedient 
to  save  the  patient's  life,  however  donbtAil  its  success 
might  seem  to  be.   He  intended  to  have  made  an  incision 
in  the  palate,  and  by  this  way  endeavour  to  extract  the 
contents  of  the  antrum  Highmori;  b»t  the  patient  could 
not  by  any  means  be  persuaded  to  suhmit  to  this  opera* 
tion,  and  returned  home  without  farther  medical  assist- 
ance. Under  the  care  of  quacks  and  old  women,  to  whom 
the  patient  had  again  recourse,  the  disease  evidently  in^ 

B  4  creased 
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creased  in  the  course  of  a  few  months^  so  that,  when  Br. . 
Eichhorn  visited  her  in  December,  1803^  in  order  to  ob- 
serve the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  to  obtain  a  drawing 
of  her  face,  the  disease  had  so  far  proceeded,  as  is  repre* 
rented  in  the  annexed  engraving. 

EXPLAMATION  OF  THE  PLATE. 

AA.  The  tumour  of  the  maxilla  superior  very  cooaiderftble. 
F^R.  Thp  no?f  forrrifd  ^virh  fhr  Tn:txillaone  even  t'lmour,  and  mvld  not 
^  distjn«;uislie»i.    The  bones  oi  these  parts  soft  and  vielduigto  pressure* 
C.  A  cicatrice  where  a  barber  had  uiade  aii  iiicisiou. 
I>p.  TIm  ejrt4iniw%  much  <|rawn  from  one  another. 
EE.  The  bulbt  of  the  ejes  eoonnously  protruded  end  total  bGndnefls  of 

both  eyes. 

FF.  Thr  riv;ht  sarcus  lacrymalis  very  tumid. 

G.  The  glauilula  lacrymalis  exlremelv  swoln,  and  exieodingin  form  ot  a 
beg  from  the  upper  ey»*tid  to  the  temoles. 

H.  An  opening  of  the  ngb(  nocut  Jacrymalisy  ffom  which  a  dun  natter 

copiously  ijisued, 

I.  Puiicta  lacrymulia  extended,  and  discharc^ing  a  great  deal  of  matter. 
K.  The  elandiilae  meibomians  di!>chargt:d  a  similar  matter. 

Lb  The  blood-veasels  of  the  membfana  conjunctiva  moeheitendedy  and  • 

the  conjunctiva  tumid,  red,  and  hang^ig  over  the  inferior  eye-lid. 

M.  The  iris,  protruded  by  the  pressure  of  the  crysfailine  lens,  and  mticli 
distended,  seemed  to  adhere  to  the  interior  coating  of  the  cornea.  The 
pupil  immoveable. 

These  symptoms  were  attended  with  an  insupportable 
stench,  whicn  surrounded  the  patient,  a  great  emaciation 
of  the  bod^,  extreme  weakness,  want.of  appetite,  sleepless 
nights,  pains,  and  excruciating  heat.  Al though  Dr.  £ich* 
horn  offered  his  assistance,  in  ordt  r  to  mitigate  at  least  the 
most  excruciating  pains,  she  entirely  refused  to  take  any 
medicine.  In  this  miserable  condition  she  continued  for 
some  weeks ;  and  when  he  saw  her  lost,  part  of  the  poijpus 
antri  Highmori  had  come  out  of  the  opening  H.  nangmg 
down  to  A.   A  few  days  after  she  died. 


To  the  Edilors  of  the  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal. 

GENTLEMEN, 

1 

J.  Have  sent  the  Resolution  of  the  Grand  Jury  at  the 
Assizes  lit  Horsham,  relative  to  the  exterminatioh  of  the 
small-pox  from  the  county  of  Sussex;  an  example  which 
I  hope,  will  soon  be  followed  by  every  county  in  England. 

* '  *  In 
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In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  I  have  the  glemrt 
to  inform  you,  a  society  is  already  formed  ;  of  Mrhtch  Hit 
Koval  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  Patron^  aud  Lord 
JPefham  l^esident.  it  is  also  supported  tlie  Meinber« 
tor  the  county^  and  many  other  persons  of  distinction. 

1  hope  soon  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  plan  of  the  i>ociety, 
which  i  shall  not  fail  to  transmit. 

ft 

I  have  lately  received  letters  from  Dr.  M'Dermot^  ^ 
Coolavin,  near  Boyle,  in  Ireland ;  informing  uie^  that  ii# 
has  experienced  the  ethcacy  of  the  gpongia  usta  in  tllft 
thape  of  lozenges,  which  he  never  was  ao  fortunate  as  tii 
experience,  when  it  was  given  in  any  other  way.  Hft 
speaks  in  very  handsome  terms  of  your  Journal,  wliicb 
was  the  channel  through  which  I  conveyed  to  the  pul.liij 
my  remarks  on  the  subject;  from  a  perusal  of  whicli,  Df, 
M'Deriuot  was  inducea  to  try  the  practice.  He  lins  one 
cibstinale  case  under  his  care,  which  has  resisted  thi<  and 
every  other  remedy  tliat  is  commonly  employed  io; 
disease. 

Since  I  published  my  observations  on  the  suhjert,  ?if 
well  as  betuiv  that  time,  I  have  met  with  some  cases  whieU 
I  could  not  cfH'":  but  a  greater  number  which  have  \  u  ld*? 
ed  to  the  iiirdiciiie  belore-mentioned  ;  among  vvliieh  W4it 
pne  of  above  iortv  year<:  standinir,  vvhieh  ij;reatly  im['»  ^i''*^ 
r<*:»piration  antl  (it  glutitioii,  and  rejuierod  the  life  o^  ih§ 
womiin  wiia  labuuied  under  it  perlcctly  miserable. 

AltboiiE^h  the  burnt  sponge  certainly  niuie  effieijciotif 
in  the  ionn  ul  a  lozenge,  V(  i,  in  one  instance,  wUeic  l\u< 
paLit  nt  could  not  take  ir  iii  that  manner,  it  succeeded  very 
readily  in  the  form  of  pills.  Thi^  case  is  the  only  one  iff 
which  I  have  known  the  complaint  yield  readily,  wheit 
the  njedicine  was  swallowed  at  oiiee  ;  though  I  have  often 
given  it  lu  pills,  as  well  as  in  an  elecluury,  and  in  a  iic^UiJ 
form. 

How  far  the  biunchoccle  partakes  of  the  nature  of  scro*  ♦  *  • 
fula  has  been  made  a  question ;  debility  appears  to  be  t\\g 
prc-disposing  cause  of  both  these  afi'ecttons,  which  occur 
much  more  commonly  in  those  of  a  relaxed  habit  than  in 
others;  and  much  more  commonly  in  women  than  in 
men.   I  am.  &c* 

JOHN  WNU 

NemStreei,  Hon&ver  Sqvare, 
June  Uf  laoi. 

« 

RmluHom 


Digitized  by  Google 


C  10  3 


lUioiuiiom  eniered  into  by  the  Grand  Jury,  ai  Honham^ 

the  IQtkrf  March,  J 804. 

The  Honourable  JOHN  THOMAS  CAPEL, 
Foreman  of  the  Ghano  Juey. 
Rbsolved, 

1.  That  the  Grand  Jury  do  highly  approve  of  any  at« 
tempt  which  may  be  made^  to  suppress  and  eradicate  that 
most  fatal  distemper  the  small-pox*  and  are  wiiling,  in« 
dividually*  and  as  far  as  their  influence  esttends,  to  far* 
ther  the  views  of  the  Royal  Jennerian  Institutionj  already 
established  in  London  for  that  purpose. 

2.  That  the  Grand  Jury  do  strongly  recommend  to  all 
tncdical  persons,  and  others,  of  the  rounty  of  Susseic,  im« 
medial-  ly  to  adopt  and  encourage  the  Jennerian  system  of 
inoculation,  and  do  request  them  to  transmit  such  plans 
on  or  before  the  \5ih  of  April,  as  may  appear  most  con- 
ducive to  attain  the  desired  object  of  eradicating  the  smalU 
pox,  to  the  person  who  hy  the  Committee  hereinafter- 
mentioned,  may  appear  best  qualified  for  the  o^ce  of 
Secretary,  and  which  appointment  the  Committee  are  re* 
quested  to  notify  in  the  public  prints  of  the  connty>  aa 
soon  as  it  has  taken  place* 

3.  That  the  undermentioned  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
tvljo  signed  the  recommcndution  of  the  Jennerian  system 
of  inoculation,  at  the  meeting  of  De  puty  Lieutenancy  at 
fi'^wcs,  together  with  the  coun^y  Mej;il>ers  and  Foreman 
i)\  nif  Grand  Jurv,  be  requested  to  f.  i m  the  Commiitce, 
v  >rli  ;my  orhor  county  gentleman  wito  iiriy  be  desirous  of 
encouraging  this  prui:ie* worthy  institution. 

Names  of  the  Comniiitee: 
Lord  Pelbam,  George  ShifFner,  Esq. 

Ijnd  G'ige,  Thomas  Partington,  Esq. 

Ijord  8hei]ieldj  General  Lenox,    }  County 

Sir  J.  Bridger,  John  Fuller,  Esq.  )  Members. 

Thomas  Kemp,  Esq.        Hon.  John  Tho.  Capel. 

4.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Jury  be  given  to  Dr. 
Tierney,  of  Brighton,  for  his  plan  delivered  in  for  pro* 
motiiie  Vaccine  Inoculation. 

5.  That  a  subscription  be  entered  into  to  defray  the 
present  expences,  as  well  as  for  all  other  purposes  intend* 
ed  to  he  promoted  by  this  undertaking. 

C).  That  the  above  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  Lewes 
Journal,  Portsmouth  Telegraphy  and  two  London  Papers. 

fi  7.  That 
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7.  That  John  Diew,  of  Chichester^  £8q.;  Francis  Whil- 
ht\d,  Esq.  oi'  Lewes;  aod  Tii den  Sampson^  Esq.  ot  liattle, 
be  requested  to  leceive  rabscrlpuOM  tor  the  use  oi  the  in* 
idtutioD, 


Answbb  to  Mr.  Griffin's  Queries  on  Vaccinatioh,  # 
FROM  Physicians  and  buBGSO^s  OF  £dinbubg0# 

VmU,  A»»  X)l)Ni>SB. 

June  15,  1804. 

/IV  h{ix)€  received  the  foUowing  Communications  from  Dr. 
U  alker,  z<  ho  lias  jmt  obtained  them  from  Mr.  (h  i/hfi, 
passing  through  London  last  night  on  his  n  o  if  home  Jiohi 
Scotland.  The  Rev.  ( iriitU  maJi,  however,  miu^t  pardon  our 
bringing  foraard,  m  /taiics,  tihat  he,  minister  of  peace, 
uuht'd  to  be  ktpt  bnvk  far  fear  of  atij^  uUtrrnptiun  of  f^itiet 
and  good  neighbourhood,  7 'Ac*  Medical  Council  oj  the 
Royal  Jennerian  Societi/  have  voted  him  thanks  Jor  his 
ji::>iph/ii,  ami  JiT  his  exert  ions  to  promote  the  d/fusion  of 
I  acciJie  Inoculation  ;  and  he  must  not  eoneeal  or  curtail 
tht:  i  i/liitiblt  testitnony  of  our  northt  t  n  tuighljonrs.  IVe 
itudrrstand,  that  if  his  stay  had  been  longer  m  Edinburgh, 
he  uou/d  have  been  favoured  with  the  icholt  Height  of  that 
gnat  6i:Jiool  ofphj/sic  in  favour  of  ike  Jennerian  discoverj/. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  GRIFFIN. 

friend,  Dr.  Charles  Stuart,  has  trnnsmutcd  to  ws  % 
letter  which  he  received  iVom  you  a  few  (hiys  ago;  and 
has  requested  us  to  answer  the  i'ullowiiig  queries*  which 
were  contained  in  it,  viz. 

Qncry  1.  How  lontr  has  vaccine  iuocuiiitioD  hccn  prac* 
tiscd  iu  this  city  or  tieicchbourhooH  ? 

Qtiery  2.  Whether  any  facts  have  occurred  tciidiug  to 
Tender  it  doubtful,  whctiier  the  vaccine  inoculation  he  a 
penuanent  preventive  of  variolous  iiiltciion? 

Query  3.  Whether  anv  have  licen  evidently  ex[)nsed  to 
the  infection  of  smail-pox  who  have  been  vaccinated  more 
tiinn  tlirce  years  ? 

Query  4.  W^hethcr  it  be  not  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
gentlemen  of  Ecimburcrh,  tliat  if  vaccination  l;e  a  prcveu- 
live  for  one  year,  it  wifl  be  a  preventive  lor  life  ? 

Answer 
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Answer  to  Query  1.  Vaccination  was  begun  here  ia  the 
year  \799>  and  became  general  the  following  year. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1801,  we  began  to  inoculate 
tit  the  public  dispensary,  and  since  that  time  liave  vacci- 
nated above  three  thousand,  besides  many  h!]iidrc<l  children 
privately.  I  hcre  must  also  have  been  a  vr rv  great  niunht  r 
Vaccinated  by  the  other  medical  practitioners,  as  they 
have  all  heartily  concurred  in  their  endeavours  to  con- 
vince the  lower  ranks  of  the  propriety  of  having  their 
children  vaccinated;  and  they  have  succeeded  much  b<i- 
yond  their  expectations. 

Answer  to  Query  We  have  met  wiih  no  facts  to  ren- 
der it  doubtful  whether  Taccinatiou  be  a  permanent  pre- 
ventive of  variolous  infection.  Nor  have  we  ever  lieard 
from  our  brethren,  or  any  others,  of  such  facts  occurring 
in  this  city  or  neighbourhood. 

Answer  to  Querv  3.  We  know  of  many  children,  vacci- 
natefl  inDre  than  tliree  ye;irs  ago,  who  have  of  late  been 
n  i)Laicdiy  exposed  to  the  infection  of  small  pox;  among 
others,  some  of  our  own  children,  who  were  vaccinated 
five  yer.rs  ago,  without  having  sullered  from  the  variolous 
infection.  Indeed,  we  hear  (lailv  of  such  instances  from 
the  mothers  of  the  children  who  were  vaccinated  at  iliu 
dispensary  early  in  the  year  1801.  Besides,  the  small-pox 
have  been  so  frequent  here  for  many  months  past  that  in- 
numerable instances  of  the  kind  must  have  occurred,  had 
the  preventive  not  been  permanent. 

Answer  to  Qaery  4.  We  think  that  it  must  not  only  be 
the  opinion  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  Edinburgh,  but  of 
every  thinking  man,  that  if  vaccination  be  a  preventive  of 
variolous  infection  for  a  year,  it  must  be  a  preventive  for 
life.  The  contrary  opinion  appears  to  us  to  be  very  un« 
philosophical,  and  contrary  to  opr  ideas  of  physiology  and 
])athology.  Tin  rt fore  welkumbfy  think  that  Sir,  Goldton^s 
pamphlet  is  founded  on  such  false  principles,  that  no  part  of 
it  can  do  any  harm,  except  toe  title,  and  that  only  to  weak 
or  unthinking  people^ 

We  have  thus  answered  your  queries  as  fully  as  our  time 
will  admit  of ;  and,  al though  we  have  done  it  in  our  own 
names,  we  believe  that  we  have  given  you  the  sentiments 
uf  all  the  medical  practitioners  of  Edinburgh  and  the 
neighbourhood. 

Sincerely  wishing  yoQ  success  in  your  labours  in  the 
vineyard  of  humanity  ;  and  entreating  that  you  may  ireely 
apply  to  us  if  you  think  that  we  can,  in  any  way,  assist 

yoii 
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fon  m  funkering  the  great  work  in  which  yon  ore  an- 
gaged.  We  are,  &c, 

Wm.  farquhar^on, 
james  bryc£, 
a.  gillespie. 

Surgeons  to  the  Vaccine  Institation  at  the  Publio 
Dispentarj  of  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh^  June  9,  IW  U 

*  *  Mr.  Alexander  Wood,  Surgeon,  Dr.  Greffory>  Dn 

Charles  Stroud,  and,  through  him.  Dr.  Monro,  nave  ex 
f)rcssed  their  concurrence  in  the  ahove  to  Mr.  Griffin; 
also  Drs.  Stuart,  Kelly,  and  Wood,  of  Perth,  with  Dr. 
WiUis  of  Dundee,  who  have  inoculated  thousands,  begins 
ing  more  than  four  years  ago,  and  from  the  first  to  the  last 
exposing  tlipse  whum  they  vaccinated  to  variolous  coo(a« 
gioa. 


Toihe  Editors  of  ihc  Medical  and  Plti/sical  Journal, 

» 

Gektl^men, 

nncommon  Case  of  Monstrosity  in  the  foetas  of  a 
woman  having  lately  occurred,  yon  may  possibly  think  it 
not  altogether  unacceptable  to  your  Readers.  Inasmuch 
as  it  vindicates,  in  this  instance,  the  veracity  of  an  author 
who  has  been  rather  playful  in  his  ideas  upon  the  subject^ 
the  concurring  testimony  of  a  fact  may  be  of  some  ad» 
vantage. 

The  woman  had  twins  near  the  seventh  month  of  preg^* 
saucy.  She  was  uncommonly  large,  and  the  flow  of  wa» 
teis  at  birth  imnaense.* 

The  first  bom  child  was  perfect;  the  other  wanted  head, 
aecfc,  arms,  and  chest.  The  ribs,  upon  dissection,  were 
appmnt,  though  minute,  without  any  regular  cavity  of 
taorax. 

As  a  similar  case  exists  in  Palfyn,  and  nothing  more 
extraordin-irv  happened  at  the  time  of  labor,  or  previous 
to  on  that  bead  I  shall  forbear  troubling  you  with  a 
more  minute  account* 

Pahyii 


*  The  firtiis  was  gjiveii  to  me  Mr.  liownfrt*^',  wU^ 

mtaM  Om;.  labor. 
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Palfyn  having  given  a  description  of  the  abdomen  and 
pelvis,  it  induced  nie  al^u  to  examine  those  parts;  for  it 
is  instructing  to  observe  how  the  powers  ol  iiaiuie  enable 
her  to  effect  varieties,  under  circutnbiuuceb  and  form  ap- 
parently I  lie  same. 

I  poll  tlir  ahdotnen,  above  the  navel,  tbi^rr  was  a  kind  of 
bliiui  huk  ,  which  might  have  led  to  the  sui>]>o.Nitioii,  thai 
it  was  a  [)asi»age  con)muiiicatiiig  internally  with  vessels. 
Neither  outward  nor  inward  examiiiutiuu  shewed  aiiy  liiiag 
but  an  iiijperfcct  indentation. 

Corresponding  with  Luc  situation  of  the  shoulders,  there 
was  on  each  side  a  considerable  sac,  which  gave  the  feel 
'  of  a  viseus  beneath ;  and  from  the  extent  of  the  cavity  on 
the  right  side,  it  particularly  appeared  to  include  the  liver. 
It  also  evidently  contained  a  fluid,  which  was  the  cause  of 
the  projecting  roundne^is.  Upon  opening  these  sacs,  not 
any  thing  but  a  meconium-Iike  fluid  was  contained. 

The  left  cavity  was  somewhat  intersected  by  small  delin- 
eate ligamentary  wehs,  interspersed  with  white  filamentous 
bands,  like  fattened  Derves. 

The  septum  betwixt  the  two  cavities  was  transparent 
and  ligamentous,  surrounded  by  membrane. 

The  abdomen,  from  the  smallness  of  the  foetus,  necessarily 
afforded  very  Uttle  space  betwixt  the  parietes  of  the  ea* 
vitv  and  its  contents. 

The  liver  was  the  most  conspicuous  or^ao,  extending 
over  both  sides,  in  two  lar^e  distinct  lobes,  incliided  within 
a  very  evident  and  beautitui  sac. 

Each  lareer  lobe  was  distinguished  by  reticular  linesj  as 
in  the  conglomerate  gland,  without  gall  bladder. 

From  their  uniting  part  arose  tlie  umbilical  ve'sselSf 
meeting  as  usnal  the  urachus. 

i  could  not  perceive  any  stomach,  spleen,  or  pancreas; 
nor  discover  auy  precise  direction  or  mark  of  colon. 

The  int< -lines  were  very  short  and  round,  evidently  tcr^ 
minating  in  the  rectum,  which  was  of  natural  conforma* 
tion;  the  ileum  was  lying  on  each  side  the  centre  of  the 
abdomen. 

The  funis,  on  quitting  the  navel,  projected  with  a  knot* 
Alter  trficing  the  nraehus,  and  the  vessels  from  the  liver  to 
the  fonts,  1  opened  the  small  pouch  of  the  funis,  which 
was  attached  to  the  navel.  In  it  were  coniainecl  several 
«hort  convolutions  of  tl.c  ileum,  with  an  evident  caput 
.  coll,  and  an  appcndieuhi  vermitormis. 

Th.is  v.as  a  coni^enite  innbilical  hernia,  whicli  b:ui  al- 
most ehuled  observalioa,  having  no  trace  of  it  befute  it 
was  opcued.  i>omcwhat 
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Somewhat  lower  than  the  natural  situation  ol  the  kid- 
neys, though  not  included  cellular  substance,  were  two 
verj  small  glandular  looking  bodies  of  an  oblong  shape;  a 
•Diall  white  band  or  vessel  traversed  downwards  from  them 
towards  the  Pelvis. 

It  being  a  female  foetus,  I  sought  for  the  uterus.  See. 

There  was  not  any  uterus  or  bladder,  nor  the  append- 
ages ol  the  iitenia,  nnkM  the  two  preceding  glands  were 
oraria,  wbieh  tbejr  did  not  appear  to  be. 

The  external  passage  of  the  nrctfara  was  penrioas  to  a 
snuil  wire,  being  a  col  de  sac,  or  was  lost  as  snch  in  the 
cellalar  ownbrane  superftcially  under  the  skiD. 

The  Yagina  bad  the  semblance  of  heing  closed,  yet  a 
probe  passed  readily ;  hut  it  passed  into  the  urachus  ia  a 
eontinaed  and  obvious  way. 

There  was  an  abdomen  boatided  by  a  membranons  dia» 
pbragm,  wtthont  apertures  or  ligamentocis  structure. ' 

Should  any  gentleman  of  a  lively  turn  be  disposed  to 
amvse  himself  with  M.  Palfyn's  recital  of  the  original 
came  of  the  production  of  this,  and  of  such  like  format!* 
am,  be  will  nnd  ii  in  lilsTraite  des  Monstres. 

Having  myself,  little  genius  for  such  enquiries^  I  solicit 
others  to  undertake  them,  with  this  request,  however,  that 
the  public  be  indulged  by  facts  before  they  exercise  their 
trtlents  upon  thb  physiology.  For,  sometimes,  1  am  apt  to 
think,  t!)orc'  are  to  be  perceived  little  monstrosities  as  weU 
of  the  mind  as  in  the  body. 

Quo  vohis  mentes,  rertx  qiiar  stare  iolebant 
Ancahac^  deoieDtt  teat  flcxere  vki  f  ^ 

I  am,  &c. 

Fori,  hm»  11,  1804.  JAM£S  ATKINSON. 


Case  Fractt  lu:  of  On'  Or  np  it  at.  Bone  xdth  the  Loss 
of  a  PoRTi  o  N  oj  the  C  i:  u  r.  b  i:  xll  m  ,  tcnaiiuituig favorably* 
iityj.  £vANs,  of  KttUi/,  K>hrop9hir€» 

Oh  the  2d  of  December,  1803,  I  was  sent  for  to  John 
Johnson,  aged  S7  years,  servant  to  Joseph  Reynolds,  Esq. 
flfthi^  place,  who  half  an  Iiour  before  had  received  a  kick 
upon  the  posterior  part  of  his  head,  from  a  large  waggon 
hone  in  hi*?  ma-'tcr's  stnhle.  On  my  arrivnl  1  discovered  a 
wound  in  the  scalp,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  lu  lcni:;tfi, 
filled  IV i til  brain.  Upon  ex-ntiiination  I  could  plainly  feci  a 
pia  of  tlte  bi^uli  consiUcrubly  depressed  oeur  the  attach- 
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Untnl  of  the  Trapezia^  muscle.   The  man  had  lost  some 
oances  of  blood  on  the  spot  where  the  accident  happened^ 
tmc  the  htctnorrluige  had  ccasrd  when  I  saw  him.    1  found 
tttlU  tolcFubly  rational^  but  slow  in  answering  questions; 
his  pulse  feeble  and  irregular.    1  directed  a  bread  and 
milk  poultice  to  be  applied  to  the  injured  part^  and  an 
opiate  to  be  given  him  in  the  evening,  which  his  stotnacU 
frjected.   He  passed  that  ui^ht  without  much  pain.  The 
ivUowing  morning  the  portion  of  brain  which  lay  in  the 
iroand  (being  the  size  of  a  small  walnut)  came  away  with 
the  poultice.  Apprehending  fatal  consequences  were  likely. 
to  ensue  from  so  severe  an  injury,  I  requested  to  have  a. 
consultation  with  Mr.  Vonge,  of  Sbitioal,  a  gentleman 
hii^hly  respected  for  his  professional  abilities.    We  were 
iTfiiinimotis  in  our  opinion,  that  while  the  man  remained 
free  from  s^'mptoms  of  oppression,  it  would  be  most  pru- 
dent to  leave  the  business  to  nature,  without  atit  inptiiig 
to  elevate  tlte  bono.    His  bowels  were  k<  pt  in  a  proper 
<;(;itr  by  small  doses  of  castor  oil,  and  the  pain  of  his  head 
(wijicii  was  sometimes  violent)  was  occasionally  alleviated 
by  opiates.    Dry  lint  atid  a  bread  and  milk  pouiii<.  c  were 
the  applications  to  fiie  wound  during  the  suppurative  pro- 
f     ;  wlit  iiilic  discliarge  boeamc  k"^s,  Iinl  covered  with  a 
tiiin  piere  ui  sponge  were  the  only  <in  ssini^s  made  use  of. 
On  ilu'  t.-iitli  day  from  tin*  accident  the  patient  hi\(\  a  consi- 
derubic  liieiuui i  liagc  iVuni  his  nose,  which  sconicd  of  scr- 
i'lvp  to  him  in  relieving  an  excruciating  pain  la  his  bead, 
♦  hIih  Ii  he  at  that  time  cuniplained  of.    At  the  expiration 
of  live  weeks  his  usual  faculties  and  spirits  were  quite  re- 
.sKjicd.   Previous  to  that  period  iic  iaicJ  liis  sight  had  been 
very  impi-rirci,  although  he  never  conijjlained  of  it,  aiiti 
Was  e.\ti<  inely  low  from  the  danger  he  apprebeiidc  tl  iiiiii- 
iit'lt  to  be  in.    During  his  confinement,  his  diet  consisted 
chieliy  of  milk,  brotli,  and  tea,  according  to  his  inclina- 
tion.   lik;ing  naturally  a  sober  man,  he  would  not  suHcr 
his  attendants  to  give  him  any  thing  that  was  heating.  On 
the  liOih  of  February,  he  was  well  enough  to  return  to  his* 
iHual  employ,  but  his  wound  watf  not  healed  of  some  weekj 
after.   Ttie  depressed  portion  of  the  os  occipitis  was  near 
the  tkird  of  an  inch  below  its  natural  level;  being  not 
holly  dctdchod,  no  exfoliation  took  place.    Is  it  not 
|)j  obable,  that  the  portion  of  brain  forced  out  of  the  skull 
made  a  suiTicient  space  for  the  depressed  bone  to  lodge  in« 
iirilhout  causing  those  alarming  symptoms  which  generally 
attend  such  injuries?  The  depression  is  now  so  large  as  to 
admit  the  end  of  a  moderate  sized  thumbs 

OttSltETAtlOHi  « 
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tm  board  ike  Jjord  Duncan  East  Indiaman  during  a  Toy- 
age  io  Bengal,  in  1808 — 4.  In  a  LdUr  to  John  Hun- 
T£B,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Phyncian  to  the  Hon.  Ea$t  India 
Compaf/t/,    By  Jakes  Atkinson. 

(  CcMitinued  from  Vol.  xi.  pp.  508—518.  ) 

Cask  IL  Mr.  W  ,  passenger,  of  a  rigid  fibre,  haJ 

Veen  much  exposed  to  the  sun  ia  an  open  boat,  and  after- 
wanb  to  heavy  showers  of  rain.  On  the  18th  of  October^ 
when  I  first  saw  him,  he  had  laboured  under  a  low  fever 
three  or  fbnr  days,  but  with  no  distinct  remissions.  He  is 
of  a  melancholv  disposition,  and  is  subject  to  fits  of  in- 
sanity. He  had  taicen  an  emetic  the  first  thing,  then  the 
bark,  which  with  difficnlty  was  retained,  though  assisted 
by  opium.  For  two  days  the  stomach  was  very  irritable. 
1  fonnd  him  with  brown  furred  tongue  and  lips,  cold  skin, 
aod  great  despondency.  His  pulse  was  weak  and  about 
190.  Plrescribed  draughts  of  camphor,  tinct.  opii  gtt.  xv. 
and  tinct.  cinchonsB  5iij.  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  and 
wine  tbij.  per  diem. 

iQth.  The  pulse  more  full  and  regular,  with  a  soft  skin. 
He  is  continnally  changing  posturcj  and  is  very  low 
spirited. 

£Oth.  The  tongue  not  so  black,  but  still  fouli  Feels  ho 
particular  pain.  Very  obstinate,  and  often  reiuses  his  medi- 
cine.  Pulse  regular.  I  now  find  that  he  has  had  frequent 
stools,. scanty  and  bloody,  since  yesterday,  with  tenesmus; 
lie  does  not  appear  feverish  in  ilie  smallest  dei^rec,  but 
lias  a  cold  and  (h*v  skin.  Former  nn  dieine  discoiiiinucd. 
R.  Ant.  tartariz.  i^r.  j.  calomel,  gr.  iij.  ext.  opii>  gr.  Is.  ft. 
to  hi'  taken  every  three  hours. 

Ulst.  'rongiic-  still  foul.  Took  tl>e  ))ill5  ref^ularly,  from 
'.vhich  he  found  great  relief.  Skin  soft  :ind  moist.  In  the 
itijjlit  lie  called  for  hii  medicine,  and  slept  soundly  at  in- 
terval?;. He  has  not  pa'!sed  anv  blood  sincr  yesterday 
♦  veninir,  but  his  sn^ols  arc  still  ^liiny,  and  attended  witu 
IciiesuHis.    CoiOpUiius  that  liis  i;nms  arc  a  little  &ore.* 

*2'2d.  l>yseiUcry  easier.  TonLruc  whitish,  but  pciftctiv 
cleao  ruuud  the  edges.    In  good  spirits  ^  geutic  per  spa  a- 


*  \\  hpnever  ilic  guins  Ueconie  :rltshUy  afii?cicJ,  \\w  disease  almost  in- 
forisibly  »(nu^  snd  the  calomel  is  itomediiitelv  witbUramu  M^dtdn*  tnd 
foud  to  tuTigoratc  ttic  system  ase-lull  ci»uuanea. 

6^.)  .  tioii, 
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tion.  Omit  the  pills  during  the  niglu^  and  take  au  anudvne 
at  bed  time. 

23d.  Purging  and  tenesmus  gone.    Omit  calumel  and 
take  a  full  diet.    An  anodyne  at  night. 
£4tfa.  Hecoveruig  strength  fast.  Dismissed. 

Case  III.  When  at  Madras^  Miss  Jeffreys,  a  delicate 
^irl^  aged  six  ycars^  seemed  to  be  attacked  with  that  modi'- 
iication  of  the  dysentery^  which  medical  writers  have 
caUed  Jiuxw  celiucta.  The  stools  were  of  a  perfectly  white 
transparent  mnctts.  Her  appetite  was  squeamish^  had  fe- 
verish  symptoms  and  a  ^ery  distressing  tenesmvi  Tiie 
calomel  and  opium  pills  with  nonrii^hin^  condiments  wete 
given  for  ten  days,  and  the  disease  disappeared.  Eight 
other  childi'en  lived  m  the  same  cabtDj  none  of  whom  Ceid 
the  complaint. 

Case  IV.  As  an  evidence  of  the  eflieaey  of  mercnry  ia 
chronic  dysentery,  f  shall  rdate  the  following  ease  of 
Mary  Armstronff,  aged  20.  During  her  pregnancy  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  she  had  been  attacked  with  remittent 
fever  and  the  dysentery,  most  probably  induced  byade«- 
biiitated  system,  when  under  the  operatiOB  of  mercury  for 
lues  venerea.  She  was  harrassed  by  this  combination  of 
diseases  at  the  time  thai  tlie  child  was  bom.  She  did  not 
make  any  application  till  a  month  after  she  came  on 
board,  fler  complaints  were  then^  repeated  purging  of 
roucn<t  and  blood,  slight  febrile  symptoms^  and  debilitT, 
The  child,  worn  out  by  the  same  distemper^  (died  when 
about  six  months  old,  in  extreme  misery.  The  pills 
of  calomel  nnd  opium  were  immediately  prescribed  for  the 
mother,  and  'jo(i<l  diet  and  port  wine  liberally  allowed. 
The  next  dav  liic  pinging  anti  tenesmus  very  little  abated, 
she  was  exccs^^i v<>!y  languid.  The  nudicine';  ronti- 
nticd.  I'loin  this  tunc  to  the  eighte<Mith  day,  March  "10, 
the  purjiiii:;  and  griping  cjradually  «i i m ini^herl;  and  jis  })er 
mouth  and  tliront  were  slightly  atitc  d  hy  tiic  calomci,  a 
pill  consisting  of  extract  o[>ii,  gr,  !i<.  eerns.  acet.  gr.  j, 
pnlv.  :'inizber,  gr.  iij.  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  rejxeat- 
ed  t\s  u  c  a  <lay.  The  medicines  were  continued  till  the 
C4th,  when  becoming  tree  from  every  troublesome  sytnp* 
torn,  stiii  wa»  dismissed,  and  h^d  uo  elapse  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  passage. 

CASf  V.  Samuel  Rosey,  aged  17.  ^Vhen  first  attH«  ked 
with  the  dy:>ciaery,  on  the  Hth  of  June,  at  i)iiimonu  iiar-^ 

hour. 
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hour,  \iQ  passed  about  thirty  evatuutirjns  a  day,  of  i\ 
mucous  and  purulent  kind,  witii  threat  pain  and  tenesmus. 
Calomel  was  adiuinistci cd  \  hui  tlic  next  day  lie  went  to 
Calcutta^  and  did  not  return  till  tlie  19th,  during  which 
time  he  had  had  frequent  stools  with  ascarides  and  violent 
gripings  and  tenesmus.    Calomel  c.  opio. 

SUt«  Appetite  bad;  countenance  sallow;  purging  and 
odier  syroptomi  as  jesterdaj. 

tsd.  The  same,  with  actite  pain  in  the  left  bypochon* 
drium^  and  weak  poise.   Sa^^o  and  wine, 

S3d.  Pains  of  ttie  side  and  purging  abated. 

24th.  Has  had  but  two  or  three  evacoations  the  lasC 
twelve  hours.  Mouth  affected.  Has  very  distressing  griping 
pains.  Take  a  draught  with  tinct.  opii  et  sp.  ?oL  c.  c.  aa, 
gtt.  L.  twice  a  day^  and  omh  the  calomel. 

25th.  No  complaint 

A  detail  of  cases  exactly  similar  would  be  tedious  and 
nbioterestingy  otherwise  fiftV  might  be  given,  which  yielded 
ta  calomel  and  opium  alone.  Those  treated  by  other 
medicines  were  lingering  and  obstinate.  And  though  ex- 
perience proves  the  superior  efficacy  of  mercuihr  in  this 
disease  to  a  demonstration^  cases  will  occur  where  it  can* 
not  be  administered  so  extensively  as  could  be  wished,  la 
those  of  the  chronic  form^  attended  with  universal  agoniz- 
ing pains  and  great  emaciation,  the  almost  exclusive  use 
of  opium  becomes  indispensable.  Of  this  description  is  the 
following  of  fatal  termination. 

Case  VI.  T.  Phillips,  aged  of  the  34th  regiment,  had, 
just  before  he  came  on  board,  Infmnred  inidcr  lever  and 
the  dysentery.  He  was  highly  debilitated,  and  liie  eiowded 
ship,  combined  witli  very  bad  weather,  iiu  r"  r»ied  the  vio- 
lence of  his  malady,  I'Vom  th(^.  commencement  !i"  h:'d 
that  dr)e(  tion  and  expression  oF  countenance,  described 
by  Mippocrates,  and  from  the  2d  of  March  to  the  IQth,  he 
continued  pniniully  wasting  away  with  very  transient  in- 
tervals of  case.  Tiie  dose  of  opium  had  been  gradually 
increased  ;  but  as  a  circumstaniial  detail  would  be  unim* 
portant,  the  annexed  statement  trom  the  l^th  to  bis  death 
may  be  sufticient. 

20th.  Has  a  hoarse  cougli,  and  spits  much.  The  eves 
punk;  lie  is  blind  of  the  left,  and  can  sec  but  iudisLitieUy 
with  the  right  eye.  Sallow  <  i;!:\teiKince,  and  has  a  heel:o 
glow  on  his  cheeks.  Teeth  antl  lips  covered  with  an  in- 
cru«Utioa  of  black  uu  tter.    Pulse  very  feeble.    Take,  u 
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gram  and  a  half  of  opium  every  three  hours.  Wine  and 
sago  ad  libitum. 

21st*  Pulse  scarcely  perceptible.  Purging  almost  con* 
stant.   Has  taken  nothing  but  a  little  wine  all  day. 

2!2d.  Id  the  same  hopeless  state  as  yesterday.  An  ano* 
dyne  at  ni^ht. 

^d.  Last  night  about  twelve  he  was  seized  with  severe 
pains  and  griping.  Has  vomited  a  quantity  of  bilious 
matter^  and  has  recovered  in  some  measure  the  sight  ot'  the 
left  eye.  Towards  evening  lie  has  had  universal  pains; 
purging  very  frequent  and  bloody.  Take  two  grains  of 
opium  every  three  hours. 

24th.  Pulse  full  and  rather  quick.  In  very  little  pain> 
SLnd  drinks  phMiti fully  of  wine*  lias  bad  only  three  stools 
to  day.   Continue  the  medicine. 

26th*  Feels  a  mimbness  all  over  him  and  a  deatliy  sen- 
sation about  tlie  heart.  Purging  seldom,  and  tbe  pulse 
rather  feehle.    Expeetorates  a  frothy  mucus. 

26th  and  27th.  Much  the  same  as  on  the  preceding  day> 
except  the  addition  of  sinsniltns. 

2Bth.  Pulse  pretty  full;  spits  a  viscid  mucus.  Has 
a  ghastl}'  appearance,  and  is  wasted  almost  to  a  skeleton. 
The  liberal  use  of  (iurt  wine  has  had  a  good  cfi'ect  in  keep- 
in  the  spirits  and  pulse  from  sinkinir.  On  the  'ilst,  22d> 
a,ud  23d,  when  he  could  not  take  the  usual  quantity  of 
cpiuni  and  but  liiile  wine,  the  consequences  proved  the 
absolute  necessity  of  their  administration. 

2yth.  Last  iiiuht,  ahout  ten  o'clock,  he  was  attacked  with 
constant  purging,  lie  iiienn^d  nearly  suffocated  by  the 
mucus-  in  his  tliroat,  and  tliis  morning  his  head  and 
bowels  are  much  afieetcd.    In  the  evening  he  expired. 

1  had  iniairiiK  rl  \s  li< vtr  lh(;  disease  put  (m  such  a 
dreadful  fi [ij  « di unci  ,  tliat  no  advantage  could  be  possibly 
derived  timn  imdK  iiu  ;  but  VV  .  Haiiaiiy,  ain  ilier  chronic 
patient,  hiboui  ing  uiuler  symptoms  equally  lormidable  at 
the  same  time,  recovered  by  exactly  llie  same  treat ment. 
With  tin  dysuria  he  had  a  complete  phimosis,*  whieli  dis- 
appeared  us  the  original  disease  wore  o(f.  The  tormina  of 
tl^ke  buwtls  wait,  if  possible,  more  exquUitc  than  in  the  ca^^c 

of 

f~   *  '       ■   ,  ■    ■  ,  — 

'*  The  piiiuioais  uccurred  wiien  the  thruat  was  vcrv  much  u^l'ected.  Could 
iliis  arise  from  sympatli)r  or  usfiiciared  motionf  'betweeB  die  ftuoes  wad 
lE^nitals,  as  in  parotitis,  liydrophubm,  itua<:i»g?  liia  certain  tliat  there  wuft 
1)6' veiifrral  iiiF<-rr">'!i  nfnr••^tv-.  nnfi  norhupsUtoyiiigifblctaCUOtfillfthiS  p#lviB 
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of  Phillips,  and  the  evacaations  of  blood  mnch  mpre  con 
siderable. 

Case  VII.  Joseph  Hctiriclvs^  poulterer,  aged  20*  was  just' 
recovering  from  fever  and  the  dysentery  when  he  went 
Calcutta^  and  there,  from  drinkitis;  excessively  of  Beng^al' 
rnm  undiluted^  and  exposing  himself  during  intoxication 
to  the  alternate  influence  of  atmospheric  heat  and  moisture, 
the  dis  a>e  returned  with  redoul>led  violence.  From  the 
30thof  July  tothe  4th of  August,  he  had  considerable  purg- 
ing, nausea,  tenesmus^  and  loathing  of  food.  Ou  the  5th  he 
Inasmuch  reduced.  His  complexion  was  sallow  and  cada« 
▼erous;  the  pupils  contracted  to  a  point ;  his  pulse  quick; 
and  had  excessive  thirst.  Take  four  grains  of  calomel 
three  times  a  day,  and  wine  and  congee  for  common  drink. 

f)th.  Had  an  anodyne  last  night  with  tinct.  opii  gtt.  xl. 
The  pupils  more  dilated  ;  the  purging  diminished,  but  still 
mucous  and  purulent.  Great  pain  in  pelvis  and  blad- 
der, with  dysuria.  Towards  the  evening  the  tenesmus  was 
excruciatin^l V  severe,  and  nothing  voided  but  a  white 
slmiy  niaicnal.  Pulse  we.vk  and  his  spirits  sunk.  Had  an 
oleairinous  aromatic  draught,  but  it  was  instantly  rejected . 
Ordered  forty  drops  of  laudanum  to  be  taken  every  six 
hours. 

7tii.  Kvery  way  better  this  uiorning.  Had  but  two  or 
three  stools  last  ni^^ht.  Has  taken  .-,(»uie  tea  and  lie  sretns 
refre*lu*d.  Pain  of  the  bowels  jctamrd.  Apply  lo  the 
abduuKii  a  volatile  linitiicut  with  tuu  luie  of"  opium.  Jn 
the  alternoon  the  evacuations  eunsistetl  of  niueus  mixed 
wiih  biood.  Latujily  no  food  or  inedicifu-  has  remained 
on  the  stomach.  Ucpeat  liic  drau^uL,  «iiid  add  to  each, 
oi.  nieatliai  ppt.  trit.  vj. 

8th.  Stools  aic  4gaiu  nothing  but  mucus.  Pupil  still 
Contracted,  aiid  the  pulse  small.  Debility  ul'  the  stomach 
eonrjnncs.  To  have  a  blister  over  the  region  of  the 
Huiaaeh.  Immerse  the  feet  and  less  in  warm  water  twice 
i  dav,  l  id  take  two  grains  of  calomel  every  four  hours. 
H:i<  cuuiplete  loathing  of  tbod,  wavering  ^nd  confusion  of 

ht'ad. 

9th.  Blister  rose  well.  Pulse  quick  and  more  full.  Pupils 
more  dilated.   Is  now  perfectly  collected.   Purging  ilie 
same,  hut  with  much  less  paiu.   With  e^h  dose  of  calo-  ' 
flicl  takii  fifteen  drops  of  laudanum. 

\i}ih.  Pulse  very  weak.   Continual  purging  in  the  ni^^ht, 
bu;  u  jth  leas  pain -than  usual.   Refuses  all  kind  of  rood, 
aud  iiuurldbn^***''  Great  des^ondeiicy.  Take  tinct.  opii 
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gtt»\x,  in  wine,  and  if  retained,  to  be  repeatcti  every  six 
nours.  In  ihv  ui'^ht  lie  luui  cold  and  clammy  perspiration ; 
feeble  pulse  ;  |nuging  nothing  less.  Add  to  each  draught 
elixir  vitriol  gtt.  v. 

llth.  The  pulse  still  smAll,  and  the  ptirgini;  greatly 
•diminished.  Has  a  little  appetite  and  is  free  from  pain* 
Passes  very  little  urine. 

12th.  Yesterday  the  purging  was  tnfllng,  but  increased 
in  the  night;  almost  every  motion  oF  the  body  or  change 
of  posture  producing  an  inclination  to  go  to  stool.  This 
morning  he  is  much  emaciated,  ills  countenance  is  meagre 
and  sallow,  pupil  contracted,  and  very  weak  pulse.  Vibicea 
appear  on  the  breast.  Stomach  still  irritable.  Had  aa 
anodyne  arouKitic  draught,  which  was  vomited  up  a  fe\r 
minutes  after  it  was  taken.  Has  a  ghastly  aspect.  PupiU 
xnore  contracted,  and  the  pulse  hardly  perceptible.  Ob* 
Btinately  refuses  nourishment.  About  a  pint  of  coagulated 
blood  was  passed  at  one  stool.  He  is  very  restless.  Take 
half  a  dmchm  of  the  bark,  and  five  drops  of  landaouiD* 
All  the  day  he  has  passed  by  stool  the  same  bloody  mate« 
jria]«  Has  great  confusion  of  Intellect*  Repeat  w  bark 
every  two  hours* 

Idth.  Pulse  very  feeble*  Pupil  dilated  more  than  in 
iiealth*  Frequent  stools  of  clotted  blood.  In  the  middle 
of  the  day  the  purging  diminished.  Spits  a  good  deal  and 
sometimes  blood.  Absolutely  refuses  both  medicine  and 
food.  At  nine  P*  M«  be  died  without  ibe  least  symptom 
Df  pain* 

A^PEAftAKCES  OH  DmsBCTIOK* 

I  opened  the  body  ten  hours  after  death*  The  vesietote 
fellis  was  much  larger  than  usua]>  and  distended  with  bil^ 
which  had  strongly  tinned  the  peritoneum*  stomach  and 
eoloa^  On  evacuating  the  gall  bladder^  I  found  tbe  ductus 
communis  cboledocbus  almost  impervious.  It  had  in  alt 
probability  become  paralytic  from  the  excessive  stimnlna 
of  burning  spirits  he  had  so  imprudently  swallowed.  Thtn 
iras  no  appearance  of  bile  where  the  duct  enters  the  duode* 
bora*  The  liver  was  of  a  brownish  leaden  colour,  veiy 
firm,  and  of  the  natural  size.  On  making  an  incision  along 
fthe  small  intestines,  the  glandulous  coat  waa  eroded  in 
many  parts,  and  covered  vrith  a  viscid  dark  coloured  slime. 
The  colon  was  considerably  ulcerated,  -and  studded  with 
•  liyi4  purple  spots*  The  rectum*  was  thickened  and  ulcer* 

ated 
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mted  more  than  the  colon,  nnd  contracted  to  half  its 
diameter.  Cuttinsr  into  the  fnt  U'tweeii  the  bladder  and 
Tectum,  there  appeared  intersections  ot'  membranous  tila- 
nients  loaded  wirh  h vHafid-like  vesicles,  from  which  rushed 
fiut  a  traTi^part^'iic  tiiiid.  The  biadiier  contai?u'd  about  two 
titiiices  ol  iniidiiy  urine.  The  prostate  gland  \v<is  en  landed, 
and  the  uretln  ^t,  towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  uuioh 
contracted.  Ttie  stomach  had  nothiiig  in  it  but  a  little 
broivni«5h  coloured  fluid,  and  the  mucous  membrane  was 
much  abraded.  The  whole  intestinal  tube  was  empty  of 
every  thing  but  wiud.  The  other  viscera  had  no  marks  of 
disease. 

You  will  observe.  Sir,  that  I  have  here,  contrary  to 
general  practice,  placed  the  fatal  cashes  in  the  most  con- 
^^icuuui  puuit  of  view;  and  thongh  they  furnish  httle 
argument  against  the  above  meiuiuued  treatment,  they 
illustrate  snlhcicntly  tlie  deadly  tendency  of  thedi->eaac.  A* 
all  theory  is  supported  hy  a  general  culitcuon  of  in- 
ferences, legitimately  drawn  from  facts,  that  must  be  the 
IDOfi  correct  and  comprehensive  which  can  be  applied  to 
the  greatest  number  of  cases.    For  however  humiliating  it 
may  appear  to  medical  men,  our  brightest  prospects  will  be 
ofkea  ovefcas^  and  the  most  approved  means  of  cure  will 
]be  occasionally  inefiectaat.  Then  we  may  truly  say  with 
the  sententious  Euripides^  T«  fi^f^  ^^otui  a«7«.   No  medicine 
was  ever  discovered  to  be  uniformly  successful  in  any 
complaint,  and  it  would  be  idle  and  presumptuous  to  re- 
commend one  possessing  these  qnalities  in  the  dysentery. 
Those  who,  with  self  complacency,  publish  to  the  world 
the  invariable  auccess  of  particular  practice,  must  con* 
scientiously  know  what  numbers  are  dying  in  secret,  and 
must  ceftainly  l«el,  in  desperate  cases,  the  inutility  of  ail 
hnman  exertion. 

The  method  of  treatment  here  pointed  out,  rests  upon 
the  solid  basis  of  experience,  unaicfed  by  the  sedoctng  em^ 
hellishments  of  hypothetical  reasoning.  The  indulgence  of 
imagination  in  the  construction  of  theories,  has  eertaiuij 
very  considerably  impeded  the  progress  of  practical  science; 
for  admitting  the  ii^nulty  ana  originality  of  those  theories, 
ibey  hmve  only  flourished  to  be  forgotten ;  and  the  most 
tJlustrious  speculative  physicians  on  record,  have  left  very 
little  behind  them  of  essential  benefit  to  wankiad. 

APPENDIX. 

i 

For  the  particulmrs  of  the  following  dissection  I  am  in- 
leteed  to  Mr.  Ashton,  an  ineenious  surgeon  in  the  honoi  a- 
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€4  Mr*  Jtkimon,  on  Hwre  Dyteniery* 


ble  Company's  service,  to  whom  the  nii  thod  of  treatment 
above  recom mended  was  suggested,  and  wliieh  be  ha^ 
found  peculiarly  advantageous.  The  suhjert  of  the  dis- 
section was  a  soldier  on  his  passas^e  from  India,  am'tl  .>J, 
•  of  an  im])iiii(  fl  eonsiiuuion  and  meagre  aspect.  He  had 
suilcK  (1  >ev(  ](  Iv  irom  syphilis,  and  had  a  bony  tuinuur  on 
each  Liljia.  lie  was  mvalided  for  wliat  he  cahed  iUq 
l^ains  in  his  buues."    11c  died  of  ilie  sevcic  dysentery. 

I>issectiort,  Six  Hours  after  Death,  February  14,  \Q04^ 

at  St,  HeUna, 

On  opening  the  abdom.en  by  the  common  crucial  inci^ 
slon,  the  omentum  appeared  nearly  obliterated,  and  what 
remained  was  deprived  of  its  adipose  substance.*  Tlie 
jrjunum  and  ileum  were  in  a  high  state  of  inflammation,*!' 
and  looked  as  if  their  vessels  were  distended  by  a  niinun* 
injection,  but  there  w  jis  no  adhesion  of  parts;  their  internal 
surface  was  very  much  diseased  and  gangrennns,  not  even 
the  size  of  a  sixpence  Ix  ing  free  from  ulceration.  The 
muscular  coat  was  con^idrrably  discoloured.  The  duode- 
num had  no  external  inflammation,  hut  internally  it  was 
much  the  same  as  the  jfjunum  and  ileum. 

7'he  adVction  of  the  colon  about  the  sigmoid  flexure  was 

similar  to  the  small  iijt(  stines;  the  villous  coat  was  soft, 

nnd  i  aj-ily  ^ejtarated  by  a  slight  touch.   Between  the  rcctuni 

and  the  transverse  arch,  there  were  several  contra<  tions, 

some  of  them  so  small  as  only  to  admit  the  passage  of  tlie 

little  finger.    Above  them  were  some  blacl^  faeces  but  noi. 

hard  or  scyballous.  The  rectum  being  slit  u|)^  also  exhibited 

a  more 
•  ♦ 

"■■    .        "     "  1       .      "  ■ 

*  He  coinpiifiiied  (luring      illnebe  qt'cuttijig  pains  under  uuibilicus. 
t  If  this  was  infiammatioD,  to  what  range  or  cflbM  of  diseawf  mttst  it  be 
Tefemd  f  It  it  to  be  cm-ed  by  the  antipbloipsbC  rouimen  ?  Inflammarioni 

arise  from  abunduncr  of  blood;  but  is  it  incon9i:»teMt  with  all  medical  facts 
to  conjecture,  tirat  ihey  nmy  alw)  arige  t'nnn  a  penury  ol  blood?  This  niaii 
was  emaciated  and  inhriu  to  die  la&t  de^rte,  and  still  the  dissection  provef 
that  the  intestines  were  inflninedy  "  as  if  their  vessels  were  distended  by  a 
minute  injection/'  In  this  difliiised  reilnesB  there^is  soinething  essentially 
different  from  comnioTi  iiiflrtmnintior!,  or  sitrh  :is  depends  upon  sthenic 

iliathf^ts.  I'ain  urtst^s  tVuin  dituiuisht^d  nt  well  Uii  incrtfased  aciimi;  and  as 
!  think  no  ^hvsit  ian  would  employ  the  remedies  usual  in  inflammntiona 
under  the  arcumVtaiires' of  the  above  caM,  and  >is  invicoratinc  the  systefnt 
must  be  the  true  indication  of  cure,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  two 
inflammations  d»  p«  nd  upon  \  cry  opposite  causes.  IVrhajw  it  is  the  pecU'* 
Jiarity  of  abtiienic  ijii]iuaumtioa  to  teiminate  in-gtuigrene. 
X  This  contraiction  is  ^  Qoii^equeuce  and  not  u  cause  o(  the  di^rcasej  as 
n  CiiUen  unag^iAd. 
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0^$frvutum$  an  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sure  Threat.  i5 

amore  disease  d  appearance,  iiU  oration  luivinsr  nearly  pene- 
trated through  tlie  coats.  '1  he  mesenU  jy  was  highly  in- 
flamed, and  some  of  iu  glands  increased  to  the  size  of  a 
large  almond,  hard  but  nut  schirrous.  The  f;tomacii  cou- 
tained  about  half  a  pint  of  a  brown  frotliy  fluid,  and  sur« 
roondiiig  the  pylorus;  it  was  iu  a  statie  similar  ro  tlie  duod«> 
mini.  The  liver  was  of  a  brown  stony  colour^  soft  a»4 
rotteD,  separating,  between  the  fingers.  The  gall  bladder* 
WIS  mncn  distended,  and  contained  at  least  seven  ounect 
of  very  black,  thick,  ropy  bile.  The  pancreas  was  muelt 
smaller  and  harder  than  natural.  The  spleen  and  kidniea 
seemingly  as  in  health.  There  was  no  preternatural  ap- 
pearance in  the  thorax ;  only  the  heart  was  very  lean,  small^ 
and  firmly  contracted. 

Lmubm,  May  1, 1804* 


Practical  Observations  on  the  TuE\rMi.NT  of  'Xiia 

H  AVING  lately  read  several  piihlications  on  tlie  scarlet 
fever  and  sore  throat,  in  which  are  recommended  reme- 
dies agreeable  to  the  prevailing  theories  and  speculative 
opinions  of  the  day;  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  votir 
readers  a  practice  in  that  disease  I  have,  ror  npwarcfs  of 
thirty  years,  invariably  followed  with  eminent  success; 

It  is  well  known  that  nian}^  pass  very  Safely  through  tha 
scarlet  fever  in  its  mild  state  with  little  or  no  medical 
assistance.  But  when  in  that  state,  medicines  are  admini- 
stered, I  fear  the  cure  is,  by  the  ingenious  theoretical 
practitioner,  ascribed  too  often  to  their  effects  and  not  to 
the  mildness  of  the  disease;  especially  if  some  fashionable 
medicine  has  been  prescribed;  hence  remedies  nndeser\'ed- 
ly  creep  into  practice,  and,  I  fear,  in  serious  cases,  fre- 
quently supercede  the  ii'^e  of  those  which  have  long  stood 
the  test  of  sound  practical  experience. 

1  pretend  not  to  account  for  the  source  or  orij^in  of  the 
ccariet  fever  and  sore  throat,  but  am  well  satished  that  tlie 
fomes  morbi  of  the  disease,  however  generated,  lurk  iu  the 
bowels.    Under  this  conviction,  I  strictly  enjoin  them  to 

be 


*  These  app*"^''''"'^*'-       ^^i^  liver  ;vu!  "■•U  li'ulff'-r  illustrrtrt*  an  opinion 
Adviuiced  in  the  turmer  pure  of  this  um  k.    No  uriUioh  is  iiwuJf  (tt  thv  stule 
nfthe  vesica.  iirinariB*  Pi^t^  of  Uie  iiii>t;us(;U  vii^cera  vitiie  »Uewn  me  a  lew 
Itourf  after 'dissectjoiiw 
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^6    Observaiiout  on  tie  SmtUi  Fever  utid  St^t  ThrMi. 

he  \\v\\  cleared  in  whatever  stage  or  }>nwcvcr  violent  tlic 
disease  may  he,  wlien  1  (irst  see  rhe  patient,  if  I  suspect 
that  such  necessary  treatment  has  not  been  beiuie  oh* 
uerved.    The  very  foetid  smell  of  the  evacuaTion,  and  the 
relief  such  evacuation  invaiiably  procures,  strongly  prove 
to  me  the  necessity  of  purgatives;  and  1  may  add,  from 
reiterated  observations,  tliat  the  longer  they  are  delayed 
ihe  more  severe  proves  the  disease.    Many  prac luioners, 
alarmed  at  apparent  debility,  are  deterred  from  exhibiting 
brisk  cathartics,  lest  their  operation  should  irrecoverably 
■ink  the  patient.    Such  apprehensions  would  be  justly 
founded  it  purgatives  were  administered  without  due  dis« 
criminating  attention  to  the  age,  conatttntion,  and  Imnedi* 
ate  state  ot  the  patient.   But  where  tacfa  attention  ia  paid, 
I  have  never  seen  any  mischief  to  ari«e;  on  the  contrary, 
the  most  salutary  effects  have  taken  place^  merely  (torn 
the  bowels  being  relieved  from  the  contained  accumulated 
foetid  faeces,  and  hence  every  febrile  symptom  becomes 
milder,  and  the  vital  powers  invigoratea  not  debilitated. 
In  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  I  generally  prescribe 
preparations  of  senna,  with  or  without,  as  circumstances  in«^ 
dicate,the  magnesia  vitriol.;  to  these  I  add,  in  robust  con- 
stitutions or  even  in  weakly  habits,  if  pains  in  the  head  or 
sickness  in  tbe  stomach  be  urgent,  a  due  proportion  of 
antim.  tart.   By  these  means  I  effect  a  thorough  clearance 
of  the  stomach  and  intestines;  when  that  is  accomplished 
I  endeavour  to  bring  on  a  moderate  perspiration  by  a 
liberal  use  of  the  aq.  amm.  acet,  to  which  I  sometimes  add 
the  vin.  antim.  and  sometimes  the  CQnf«  damoc.   I  gene- 
rally direct  the  feet  to  be  immersed  in  warm  water  with 
one-eighth  part  of  vinegar.  This  pediluvium  i  find  to  be  a 
pleasant  and  effectual  assistant  in  promoting  perspiration 
and  inducing  sleep.  A  pursuance  of  this  plan,  interposing 
at  intervals  cathartics  as  occasion  may  require,  will  in  a 
few  days  carry  off  the  first  febrile  symptoms.    The  re- 
maining debility  becomes  then  the  objeet  of  attention.  To 
remove  this,  light  preparations  of  bark,  with  a  suitable 
diet,  I  find  most  efff  ciuiil  remedies. 

The  cariy  exhihif'on  of  the  bark,  wine,  &r.  8cr,  in  the 
scarK't  fever  and  sore  throat,  I  am  persuaded  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be,  productive  of  very  serious  mischief.  To 
such  practice,  I  partly  ascribe  in  many  instances  the  seve* 
rity,  if  not  the  mortality  of  the  disease.  Lassitude,  pro- 
>rration  ot"  stenizth,  general  pains  in  the  limbs,  qniek  [)uUe, 
parcneu  >l<iii  with  an  appearing  eliiort^cencc,  soreness  of 
throatj  «vvito  enlarged  and  ulcerated  tonsils,  deuute  the 

com- 
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Ou  FmrpcToi  feve^^  ft? 

OQttiHkeiieed  disease.  The  practitioner,  dreading  tlie  rapid 
progress  the  andoa  maligna  in  debility  aud  fatal  putre- 
lacuoo,  imiaediateij  begins  to  prevent  the  dewlation  by 
plentifblly  throwing  in  bark,  wine,  and  dther  cordials,  pre* 
paring  (or  perhaps  not)  the  boweli  for  their  reception  b?  a 
mild  aperient  or  gentle  enema;  hence,  the  very  remedies 
administered  with  the  idea  6f  invigorating  the  system  to 
lesist  the  mach  dreaded  debility  and  putrefactive  process, 
become^  by  retaining  the  putnd  coilaviear  in  the  bowels, 
and  irritating  the  eeneral  system,  active  agents  iki  pro* 
moling  the  very  evils  they  were  intended  to  avert. 

The  vitriolic  acid  diluted  with  aq.  dis.  to  which  I  add  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  syr*  papav.  errat.  forms  a  gargle 
pleasant  to  the  eye  and  taste.  With  this  gargle  I  strenuous- 
ly recommend  the  tonsils,  fauces,  and  mouth  to  be  kept 
clean,  and  that  it  should  be  used  always  Immediately  before 
nourishment  is  taken  down. 

1  very  rarely  make  use  of  any  other  external  application, 
beinir  long  donbtful  whether  blisters,  by  the  pain  and 
trouble  they  occasion^  compensate  for  their  mgfoui  good 
effect. 

It  often  happens,  that  in  children  the  Wgle  cannot 
tised,  and  the  sloughs  and  foul  mucus  will  accumulate  to 
a  very  alarming  degree.  In  such  cases  I  have  relieved  the 
little  patients  from  the  stupor  and  suffocation,  under  which 
they  appeared  ^3nng,  by  emetics,  and  hffve,  by  their  timely 
use  in  some  children*  prevented  the  accumulation  from 
taking  place. 

ibS^w^  HEDICUS, 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  aid  P/t^sical  JournaL 

It  has  frequently  oocnnred  to  me,  that  your  excellent 
Journal  may  be  itiU  moie  enriched  with  useful  inibrma* 
tion,  and  chiit 'without  any  deviation  ffom  the  plan  yo« 
have  so  suceeasfnlly  luiopted*  It  is  bnt  too  well  known  to 
practitioners,  that  there  are  aoaae  diseases  which,  though 
not  considered  incorablei  are  yel  extremely  ibia I,  and  IVoai 
the  rare  |ns!twc«*  af  recovery,  it  may  ne  in^rred  that 
neit^ur  their  nsture,  nor  proper  mode  of  treatment,  has 
m  been  «sc«rta»B«<l  i  U  teasi>  fit  wpul4      impossible  to 
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2S         Botanical  Detcripllon  of  BiitUh  Plants* 

thew  that  farther'  advancement  towards  a  cure  might  not 
be  discovered.  To  collect  into  one  point  of  view  the  ex* 
perience  and  observations  of  those  whose  situations  have 

f iven  them  frequent  opportunities  of  attcudiug.  to  such 
i^teases,  would  be  a  most  desirable  object. 
No  publication  is  better  adapted  for  the  conveyance 
of  such  coinmuuicutioQ  to  the  public  than  the  Medical 
Jonrnal. 

if  tlii^  propo>ition  meets  your  approbation,  and  tiiat  of 
your  numerous  coi respondents,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of 
proposing,  as  thr  tii>t  subject  of  enquiry.  Puerperal  Fever, 
a  disease  fatal  n\  ilie  extreme^  and  not  till  lately  much  at- 
tended to.  For  myself,  I  ran  only  say,  that  I  have  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  observin;^  it»  and  have  known  all  the 
remedies  which  have  been  j ecommeiulcd,  tried,  but  with- 
out sucees-i.  Some  of  them  even  appeared  to  hasten  the 
fatal  catastrophe. 

A  case  lately  eamc  under  my  care  in  which  the  alkalies, 
so  much  boasted  of  on  the  Coniiuent,  had  a  complete 
trfal,  without  producing  any  change  on  the  disease,  and  ihtj 
patient  died  the  ninth  day, 

1  am,  i^Cn 

May  25,  1804.  JJ^ 


Catalogue  of  such  British  Plants  as  have  been  found  in- 
any  Shape  st  rvfceabie  to  Man,  uhettur  in  a  m^dioinai, 
^conomia/f  cuiinnry,  or  agrindtural  Point  of  yieic,  to* 
get  her  wUk  oh  Acanuit  .of  the  Uses  which  they  have  been, 
made  to  anwser,  and  an  accurate  Botanical  Description  of 
each  Plant* 

[  Continued  from  Vol.  si.  pp.  5S6-*-534.  ] 

8.  RuBiA.  Jtt.  tinctorum. — i<,  percgrina.  R,  Selves* 
tris  oipera*  JR.  'l\  Jngdca. 

Ang*   Madder,  Byar's  madder.  Wild  madder. 

Gen.  DcMC,  Bloss*  l*petal;  bell  ^aped;  berry  Q*' 
seeded. 

Spec.  Dese*  Leaves  annual;  stem  prickly,  4-cornered, 
climbing.  Bhss.  dirty  yellow.  The  variety  of  this  plant, 
which  is  a  native  ok  £n^land»  having  the  blossom  5  div., 
leaves  smooth,  shining,  deciduous,  d'lffm  in  several  respects 
.  from  any  of  the  Linnean  species.  See  Withering  Bat.  Arr^ 
Hedges  in  Devonshire;  Isle  of  Height,  (fc,  Utoss.  Jiine*  July. 
,  Use*  Madder  has  been  considered  as  diuretic,  (which  is ' 

^  dented 
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dcDied  by  Dr.  Cullen)  .deiABtrumt^  and  d<Urgenl,  and  is 
dikfly  used  in  the  jaundiee  (on  the  autlionty  ofSjrdenhaill)^ 
dropsy  and  other  diseades  supposed  to  proceed  from  visce* 
ftf/  Qbttruetiom,  particularly  those  of  the  liver  and  kid- 
neys ;  some  modern  authors  have  recommended  it  as  an 
€mmtnaga^  (Home^  Clinical  £zp.)  and  in  ricketj/  af- 
fections (Levret)  which  appears  surpising^  as  brute  ani- 
mals, to  which  it  was  gi veil y  especially  tlie  younger,  •uf" 
fered  considerable  eoiaciation  and  prostration  of  strength 
from  its  ejects.   Dr.  Hotne  gave  it  as  an  emmenagogue, 
irom  a  scruple  to  half  a  drachm  of  the  powder,  or  two 
ounces  of  the  decoctioUi  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Dr. 
Cullen  says,  that''  after  several  ineffectual  trials^  practition- 
ers have  entirely  deserted  its  use."    It  has  the  peculiar 
property  of  ringing  with  a  florid  red  colour,  the  milt,  urine, 
cutanerjus  excretion,  and  even  the  bones  of  animals  that 
have  fed  upon  it;  the  bone*?  are  quickly  affected,  and  the 
colouring  matter  extends  through  the  whole  osscou«  sub- 
stance, i>o  that  if  this  root  be  intermitted  and  employed 
at  proper  intervals,  the  bones  are  found  If)  be  coloured  in 
a  correspondent  number  of  concentric  cireir-.  Though  the 
cultivation  of  madder  in  Britain  seems  lu  ]>to!uise  much 
advantaij;e  both  to  the  planter  and  the  naiinii,  yet  tiie 
great  quantities  ot"  those  routs  used  by  the  liniish  fK'er>^ 
and  caiiico-printers,    has  been  for  many  years  aiiJioi»t 
wholly  the  growth  and  export  ot"  lh»llan(l.    But  lately, 
by  the  laudable  exertions  of  ilic  Soc.  for  ( in  Lni  uuragcmeiit 
of  Arts,  dfC.  considerable  quantitieb  of  £ii'^lisli  madder 
have  been  produced,  and  fouml  as  good  at  least,  it  not 
better  than  any  imported.    Sfe   Transac,  v.  1.  p.  10, — 
WoodiilL.    For  a  full  account  oi  the  cuhivaUuu  ui  mad- 
der, see  Miller's  Diet,  in  artic. 

9-    Plantago.    p.  Major;  P.  vulgaris ;  P.  lalifulia' 

"Vulgaris. 

Aug.    ^Va^  -Iji  ead,  Comniuii  great  plantain. 
iiCH.  JJcsc.    ]>lo5s.  4-clet"t^  permanent,   bolder  broken 
back.  cal.  4-clett;  btam.  extremely  ioDgj  cap^).  i^-celkd^ 
cut  round,  superior. 

Sptr,  JJlsl\  Leaves  egg-shnped,  smooth  with  7  or  9 
ribs,  ^tftlk  cylindrical,  nearly  i2-edgcd,  y  to  18  inches 
high.  Spike  tiled  with  florets,  rather  rough  with  short 
hairs.    Jioad  iidtn,  very  common,   Blosb*  J  uue#  August. 

U.st.    Thh  plant,  though  omitted  in  the  Loudon,  ts  re 
timed  in  the  £dinburgh  Pharmacupcuia,  in  which  the 
kikvcs  ar^  luentioned  as  the  pharmaceutical  pact  of  the 

plaot; 


Digitized  by  Google 


90-^        Botanical  Description  of  British  Pianttm 

plant:  tkeir  qnalttiet  arc  said  to  be  refrigerant,  aitgnuai* 
ingf  substt/ptic,  and  dtareiic.  It  was  formerly  reckoned 
araoDgst  the  most  efficacious  of  vulnerary  herbs*  and  by 
the  peasants  the  green  leaves  are  now  commonly  applied 
to  cots  and  other  fresh  wounds,  and  cutaneous  sores ;  some* 
times  made  into  an  ointment.  Inwardly,  they  have  been, 
used  in  phthisical  complaints*  spitting  of  blood,  and  ii| 
vnri6u6  nuxcs,  both  alvme  and  nsemorrhagic.  The  uedSf 
however*  seem  better  adapted  to  relieve  pulmonary  dis- 
eases than  the  leaves,  as  tuey  are  extremely  mucilaginous. 
The  roott  have  been  recommended  for  the  curit  tertian 
iMteremittenti ;  and,  from  the  experience  of  Bergius,  not 
ltndeserTe({ly.  An  oz.  or  two  of  the  expressed  juice,  or  of 
^  strong  iniusion  of  plantain,  may  be  given  for  a  dose;  in 
a/ues,  double  that  quantity,  taken  at  tbt  commencement 
oif  the  fit, — h'oodville.  Plantain  has  been  alleged  to  be 
ii  cure  for  the  bite  of  a  rattle  snake,  probably  with  little 
foundation,  though  it  is  one  of  the  principal  ingredients 
in  the  remedy  ©f  ^he  Negro  Cscsar,  for  which  he  was  re- 
garded by  the  Assembly  of  S.  Carolina, —  Duncan^s  Net» 
idinb.  Dispen,  Sheep^  gqats  and  swine  eat  it^  horses  an4 
^ows  refuse  it. 

10.  CoRNUS.    C.  Sa:i^!ifnen ;  C.  ffBmina. 

Anrf,  Dogberry  ir^t  .  Homuls  tree.  Hounds  berry, 
Prickwood.  i^nck  tinibei.  Uaueu  tree,  Female  JXjgwood, 

Femalcornel. 

iivn,  De:>c.  Tnvolucriiin  generally  4-leaved  ;  petals  4, 
siipciiorj  drupa  succulent,  beneath,  ^-celled,  hard,  soli- 
tary. 

fspec.  Dtfif,  Hiein  4  or  5  feet  high,  dark  brown. 
jBra/uJies  straight;  shoots  red;  leaves  cgg-spcar  srh-ipcd 
with  strong  nerves,  green  ou  botli  sides;  t^ij't  ofjio.i'.n 
flatted,  in  5  divisions,  these  subdivided;  Jtowers  white. 
Hedges  and  zcood^,    Bi.oss.  June. 

Use,  The  berries  of  tliis  trte  have  a  styptic  quality, 
^nd  are  hitter  to  the  taste.  They  serve  also  to  dye  purple. 
*rije  wood  is  while  an<i  viry  hard  and  smooth,  fit  for  the 
purposes  of  the  turner.  The  leaves  change  to  a  blood  red 
in  autumn.  Horses,  sheep  and  goats  eat  it^  cows  and 
swine  refuse  it, 

11.  PaiklBTABiA.    P.  <^cinolk,    F.  vulgaris. 
J)hKaridii* 

Jng,    PeUitory  of  the  Wall. 

Oe$c^  Female  floreta  mixed  wiA  hermaphrodite 

on 
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on  iho  >ame  branch;  calyx  4*cleit9  bloss.  o;  seed,  I,  stipe* 

rior,  lenctheniii^. 

Spec.  ^Ji'HC.  /.ffzrrs  spear-cs:g-shape(] ;  irui(-sfaff:<i'nrh- 
t'}:  ^tfm%  reddish;  cup  '2-leiived ;  hioss.  greenish  wlnle; 
OiUhers,  it  touched  when  ripe  with  a  pin,  burst,  and  emit 
their  pollen  with  some  considerable  force;  soineliines  fly 
from  the  ral yx — highi*  Old  maUs,  ruOtish,  v»  com*  Bloss, 
M  ay — Se  p  te  m  ber 

U$e,  Tins  plant  was  fornierly  in  repute  as  a  medicine; 
but  it  does  not  seem  to  possess  any  remarkable  qualities: 
it  was  accounted  an  emollient,  though  apparently  with- 
out reason  ;  and  as  a  diuretic  its  character  is  better  known; 
it§  expressed  juice,  sweetened  wild  sugar,  is  said  to  have 
had  a  powertul  eftcet  in  liiat  way  ;  and  a  decoction  of  this 
plrin?  and  uxa  nm  has  been  iound  of  use  in  clearing  tho 
I cii  v  passages.  If  IS  now,  however,  very  seitimn  used^ 
i  ouuh  li  lained  in  both  J'hariiiacopeias. — Woodville.  "The 
leaves  of  this  plant  strewed  in  granaries  arc  said  to  dt  stroy 
the  corn-weevil. — Lighifoot,  It  contains  so  great  a  (juan- 
tity  of  nitre,  that  in  making  an  extract  from  it,  tiic  ma^ii 
bas  taken  tire.    Ditto,  and  Withering, 

12.    Ubtica.    IJ.  dioica,    (U,  Urats,  imj)ropcrl^,»} 
y^itg,    >ieuie,  common  nettle, 

Gtfi.  Dese,  t'lowers,  male  and  female  apart;  calyx  4-» 
leaved  i  blo-^i.  o.  Male,  nectary  in  the  centre,  glass- 
shaped.  Fein.  cal.  ^  opposite  I  -iihts  very  small.  Summit 
hairy.    Seed  1,  egg-sl>aped,  shmmg.  Bloss.  o. 

'Spec.  Dcsc.  M.  and  Fern,  flowers  on  dislinct  plants; 
hnvfs  oppfjsiie,  heart-shaped  ;  bunches  i(i  pairs.  Difcf^ 
banks,  rubbish,  v.  cotmn.    lii^osi.  July. 

i  sf.  As  a  stj/ptw  this  j>lant  was  Ibrmerly  nuieh  used, 
Siiti  various  haMnorrliagic  affections  have  been  mentioned, 
in  which  it  has  been  successfully  employed.  It  is  said  al^a 
to  manifest  a  diuretic  character,  and  to  be  useful  in  calcu<t 
h.us  complaints,  scurvy,  gout,  jaundice,  fitc;  but  it  is  now 
tiisrt raided  in  medicine,  ana  considered  merely  ^  an 
bleraceous  plants  beitig  found,  wben  yooi^,  a  ^ood  sub-- 
iiiiutc  for  greens  and'  other  pot  herbs. — noodvtUe.  The 
young  shoots  in  spring  are  boiled  and  eaten  by  the  country 
people  instead  of  cabbage  greens.— LtgA{foo^  U  was  for* 
meriv  used  as  »n  c$tritigent,  and  was  considered  of  service 
ifl  dill^inds  af  bsemorrbagics^  bpt  »  QOW  disregarded.  A 

leaf 

■  L   •  

*  Three  oanCM  of  the  juice  taken  iat^rnolly,  or  Sf  mt^nwl  fpni^tation. 
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leaf  put  upon  the  tongue  and  pressed  aijainst  the  rooi  of 
the  mouth,  is  pretty  efficacious  in  stopping  a  bietding  at 
the  nose.   In  paralytic  limbs,  and  other  cases  of  torpor  or 
lethargy,  the  fresh  leaves  have  been  used  in  die  way  of  a 
mbifacient,  producing  considerable  irritation  and  inflam- 
mation, (a  praciice  termed  urtication)  and  have  been  found 
of  advantage  in  restoring  exciten^ent. — IVoodvilie*  The 
voung  shoots  are  gathered  early  in  spring  to  boil  with 
broth  or  gruch  The  stalks  may  be  dressed  like  flax  or 
hemp  for  making  cloth,  paper,  ropes,  nets,  &c«  (a  praa«* 
lice  not  uncommon  -in  some  parts  of  Russia  and  Siberia. 
Falk,}  The  leaves  are  cut  to  pieces  to  mix  with  the  food 
of  young  turkeys,  and  other  poultry;  and,  when  a  little 
withered,  are  eaten  by  cows. — Withering^   It  is  said  to  be- 
poisonous  to  fro^s,  for  if  a  plant  be  thrown  into  a  vessel 
where  these   animals  are  coniined,  they  soon  begin  to 
swell  I  and  in  a  few  days  peribb. — kVoodviile*  In  Arran  and 
other  islands  of  Scotland,  a  rennet  is  made  of  a  strong 
decoction  of  nettles,  which,  with  a  quart  of  salt  to  three 
pints,  is  battled  for  use:  and  of  this  liquor  a  common 
spoonful  will  coagulate  a  large  bowl  of  milk  very  readily 
and  agreeably,   ilie  root  boiled  with  alum  will  dye  yarn 
of  a  yellow  colour. — Lighlfoot.   The  stings  are  very  curi- 
ous mieroscopic  objects;  they  consist  of  an  exceedingly 
fine-pointed  tapering  hollow  substance,  with  a  j)erroratioii 
at  the  point  and  a  baix  at  the  base.    \Vhen  the  stin  j  is 
pressetl  upon,  it  readily  [)uuclure>  the  skin,  and  the  same 
pressure  fore»\s  up  from  the  hau;  an  acrimonious  fluid, 
whieh  instantly  enters  the  w(njnd  and  excites  a  burning 
inflammation,  known  to  the  experience  of  most  people. 
Hooke  Di^rov,  bif  Micros,     Cows,  horso'?,   ^iu  <  p,  goats 
and  swine  refuse  the  leaves;  as^es  are  foad  of  theiD,  and 
cows  wUi  eat  thcin  iu  hay. 

1.^.    Visri  M.    F.  nlhiun. 

yjntr.    Mi>seltoe.  Miisel.    White  Misseltoe. 

(hn.  Dtsc.  Al.  and  Fern.  Howers  on  difTerent  plants; 
hloss.  u.  M.  eal.  4-div.;  hlarut  iits,  o;  anlhers  fixed  to  the 
<:alyx-.  F.  cal.  4  leaves,  superior;  stvie,  oj  berry,  piil^jy^ 
]-celted,  1 -seeded.    Seed,  lieart  shaped. 

Spec.  Drsc.  Leaves  spear-shaped,  blunt.  Stem  forked. 
Spike  axillary.  Flowers  greenish  white.  Berries  white. 
The  root  insinuating  its  fibres  into  the  woody  substance 
of  the  tree  on  which  it  grows;  a  singular  parasitical  ever- 
green  shrub.  On  Apple  trees  chirfiy ;  on  many  species  of 
fortU  trees:  rarely  on  oak;  in  Worcestershire  and  Here 
^  ^  /ordskirt 
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forrl:<h(re  rcrif  common,  rare  in  the  Norlhcrn  countries;  in 
Ireland  idikuoxn.    l^Luss.  Alay. 

V&c.  I'iie  I  is'nts  quer/ms  had  lV)rincrIy  tcrcat  rrpiitat iori 
for  the  cure  of  il/^iltps//;  and  a  ca^''  of  that  <Ii•^(•a^t'  in  wiiich 
it  proved  remarkahly  succei^liil,  is  mentioned  by  1k<\1(., 
Usefulness  oj  y (if .  find  Exp.  Phtl.  174.  It  was  some  years 
afterwards  strongly  reeounnen'K^d  in  various  convulsive 
disorders  by  Culbarli,  w  ho  ha^  n  latrd  several  instances  of 
its  good  effects:  iJ/>,s.  n,/i«  (  rjtiug  iMi-si  /foe,  S'r.  I  fe  ad- 
ministered it  in  std)stance  iu  doses  of  r  (h-aehni  1  diaehin 
of  the  wood  i/i'  ;eaves;  or  an  iniu^i^ion  ut"  an  ounce.  This 
author  was  followed  by  others,  who  have  borne  testimony 
to  its  ctiicacy,  not  only  in  convulsive  atfi ciions,  \nit  also 
iu  those  complaints  deiioniiiitiUii  iuri'ous,  in  wijich  it  is 
supposed  to  act  as  a  tonic.  It  has  fallen  ln»\vevcr  into  ge- 
neral nei^leet,  thougli  it  seems  to  be  a  r<  nicdy  well  de- 
serving of  notice. — iVoodvilU.  This  plant  was  formerly 
in  great  repute  as  a  remedy  for  epilejjtic  and  other  com- 
plaints, bet  it  is  now  much  disregarded.  From  its  berries 
and  barki  bird-lime  may  be  made.  The  berries  arc  eaten 
hy  the  Mis9eltoc-bird«  the  thrush.  See.  and  pasBing  throuo;U 
them  unchanged,  adhere  with  their  excrement:}  to  the 
branches  of  trees,  where  thev  vegetate,  being  wa»hod  by 
the  rain  to  the  underside  of  the  branch,  fix>m  which  inva- 
riably their  root  springs.  No  art  has  jet  made  this  pUmt 
take  root  In  the  earth:  hut  the  berries,  when  fully  ripe^ 
will  adhere  closely,  if  rubbed  on  the  smooth  bark  of  almost' 
any  tree,  and  produce  plants  the  following  winter.  Sheep 
will  eat  greedily  of  this  plant,  and  it  is  said  to  preserve 
them  from  the  rot:  in  hard  weather,  it  is  olten  cut  oil*th<i 
trees  f<u  them,— >-/fiMrrt>i^, 

14.    HiTPoriTAF..    //,  rhamHoiJes. 

jing*    Sea  buckthorn.    Common  sallow  -thorn. 

Gen.  Dcsc.  ^f.  and  F.  flowers  on  different  plants. 
BIoss.  o.  M.  cal.  1-leaf^  '2-lobed«  Fern.  cal.  I  leaf,  tubu* 
lar-berrj,  superior,  1-ceiled.   i^eed,  hard^  shining. 

Spec*  Desc»  Leaves  strap-spear-shaped,  very  entire, 
green  above,  scaled,  white  underneath,  mid-ribbery  pro- 
minent. FloTCcrs  solitary,  appear  before  the  leaves.  iU.^. 
below  the  leaf,  between  a  branch  and  a  bud;  Fern.  ff.  in 
the  bosom  r>f  the  lowermost  leaves,  sittitin^.  Stem  8  feet 
biQ:h  ;  hranfht  :^  spreading  straight,  stiff,  thorny  at  the  ends. 
Sea  shore  in  sand,    Hi.oss.    Marfh — -May. 

f'st'.  Of  the  bi  rf  ics^  vvhi(  h  are-  very  acid  with  an  aus- 
tere vinous  tiutc,  the  iishermeii  oi  the  gulph  of  i^othnix 
4*No.  d^O  V  prepare 
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prepare  a  rob,  tliat  added  lo  fresh  fish,  imparts  n  very 
pra^cful  flavor.  In  sunnv  sandy  situations,  it  is  planttd 
for  hrdges.  LiiiHe,  HorseB^  shc^p  and  goaU  eivt  it,  cows 
lelu^e  it. 

J 5.   Alchemilla.   a.  vulgaris. 

Jing^  Common  Lady's  maotle*  BearWoot. 

Gen*  Desc,  Cul.  8-cleft;  bloss.  o;  seed  1  or  in- 
iclosed  by  the  calyx. 

Spec.  Detc.  Leaves  gtahed,  general  I  v  seven-lobed^  ser* 
rated;  a  rib  from  the  leaf-stalk  alon^  the  middle  of  each 
}obt ;Jlowtrs  yellowish  green^  forming  a  kind  of  umbel^ 
the  general  involucrum  entirely,  the  martial  only  half*way 
surrounding  the  stalk*  Meadows  ana  pastures.  Blossoic 
June — Se[>tembcr. 

Use.  This  whole  plant  is  astringent.  In  the  province 
of  Smol;india  in  Gothland^  a  tincture  is  made  of  the 
leaves^  which  is  given  in  spasmodic  or  convulsive  diseases. 
— Witheriti^.  Horses^  sheep^  and  goats  eat  it;  cows  are 
not  fond  oi  it;  swine  refuse  it. 

Tetrandria.  Digynia. 

l6«   Bbtula.   B.  alia. 
Ang.   Birch  tree.  Birk. 

Gen.  Desc.  Male  and  female  flower  separate,  on  the 
same  plant;  calyx  one-leaf,  .three  or  live-cleft^  blossom 
four-div.  male  cal.  three-flowered ;  fern*  cal.  two-flowered* 
Seeds  2  or  S. 

Spec.  Desc.  A  tall  tree;  Leaves  triangular  spear-shaped, 
acute,  smooth,  doubly  serrated.  Maie  catkin,  scales  tipped 
with  brown,  smaller  scales  fixed  to  tlie  centre.  Blossom 
egg  shaped,  concave,  green.  Woods,  moist  hedges.  Bloss, 

April,  May. 

Use,    If  a  hole  he  bored  in  the  tree  when  the  sap  is' 
rising  in  spring,  a  liquor  wrll  known  for  its  saecharine 
qualities  distils  from  it.  \vhirfi,  properly  fermented  with  the 
addition  of  sui;ar,  niakt's  an  agreeable  and  w  holesome  wine. 
The  leaves  ariord  a  'i'he  wood  is  firm,  tough, 

and  white;  nsefiil  to  the  turner  and  the  cooper;  parking 
boxe«?  and  heels  lor  women's  sIhx  s-  nre  made  (jf  it,  and  ilie 
knotty  exeresceiices  allorJ  .i  he.i ii ( i ! ul  varied  wood.  It 
afforfls  excellent  fuel,  antl  makes  the  best  charcoal;  the 
'  soot  IS  a  good  lamp  black  for  making  printer's  ink.  I'rom 
the  north  of  Lancashire  and  from  Dunk;arvan,  besoms 
made  of  its  twigs  are  c\[K)rted.  The  bark  is  e.\tremely 
usci'ul  iu  tho  uoitli  of  £uiope^  tht;  liigblandcrs  use  it  to 
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tan  leather,  and  make  ropes  of  if;  the  outer  rind  thej 
snmctini'js  burn  as  candles,  and  it  abounds  so  much  with  a 
resHious  matter  which  is  hii^hly  inflauirnable,  that  it  is 
manufactured,  sliced,  and  twisted  together  into  torches; 
With  rhe  IraiTinenls  iTit*  i wov^m?  tlie  Swcfiish  ^isheruien  nnd 
Lapiatiders  make  sliuts  aiui  ba'>krt>i.  Lari^^e  tiiick  expanded 
pieces,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle  to  ih  the  neck,  they  use 
as  a  surtout  to  keep  off  the  rain.    The  Poles,  Swedes,  and 
Kussians  cover  their  houses  with  it  iu  lieu  of  tiles ;  and 
over  it  the  Norwegians  lay  turf  three  or  four  inches  tiiick. 
The  Americans  make  entire  canoes  of  it.    Before  the  in- 
Tention  of  paper,  it  was  used  by  ilic  <mcients  for  the  pur- 
pose of  writing  on.    In  Kamschatka,  hats  and  drinking  • 
cups  are  made  of  it.    The  celebrated  moxa,  or  touch  wood 
of  the  Laplanders,  us("d  by  them  as  a  cautery  in  the  most 
acute  disordofs^  is  made  of  the  yellow  fungous  excres- 
cences of  the  woody  part  of  this  tree^  which  sometimes 
Mrell  oat  betweea  the  nsuireaaild  crevices  of  it,  resemhliiig 
In  substaDce  the  agaric*  This  tree  is  hurtful  to  pasturage^ 
bat  it  bears  cropping  well,  and  thrives  in  all  kinds  of-soil^ 
though  best  in  shady  places.— /ftV^riAg',  Lightfoot,  ^c* 
Horses,  cows,  sheep,  and  goats  eat  it;  sv^ine  tefuse  it. 

17.    Betula.    B.  alniiSi 
jing.    Alder,  owier,  olier. 
Gcfi.  Dcsc.    j^s  above. 

Spec.  Desc,    A  tall  tree.    Leaves  roundish,  glutinous, 
clammy,  serrated;  veins  underneath,  woolly  at  the  base; 
fruit-italks  branched,  wedge-shaped,  very  blunt;  catkins 
brown.   Near  water,  moist  soiL   Blos^.  Feb.  March* 

Use.  The  whole  plant  is  astringent.  The  fresh  gathered,  • 
leaves,  which  are  covered  with  a-glntinons  liquor,  some 
people  strew  upon  their  floors  to  destroy  fleas;  the  fleas  are 
said  to  be  entan)|led  in  that  tenacious  liquor,  as  birds  are 
in  bird-lime.  Mr,  Pennant  says,  that  about  l)ttndonald  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  boughs  are  used  1^  ma^ 
nure  ;  cut  in  the  summer,  spread  over  the  fields,  anid  left 
during  the  winter  to  rot;  In  March  the  undecayed  parts  are 
cleared  away  and  the  ground  ploughed.  The  bark  dyes  a 
red  colour,  stnd,  with  copperas,  a  black.  It  is  also  used 
to  dye  brown,  particuiarly  thread,  and  for  colours  to  be 
saddened  by  copperas*  It  is  principally  used  by  the  fish^ 
ermen  to  stain  tt>eir  net^.  Thei  catkins  dye  gtecn.  The 
wood  is  soft  and  brittle,  but  it  endures  a  lo'n^  time  under 
water,  and  is  therefore  used  for  pipes,  aud  tor  laying  unr 
der  the  foundations  of  buildings  situated  on  bogs.  Turneia 
Use  it  for  shoerlleels,  plc(iighman's  clo«^  and  ewer  articles. 

Da  Grasfi  ' 


Digrtized  by  Google 


36         Botanical  Description  of  British  Plants. 

Grasi  grows  well  bcneatli  ihc  shade  of  alder;  but  if  this  tree 
be  planted  iu  a  low  meadow,  the  ground  around  it  wiU 
become  boggy ;  whereas  round  the  ash,  it  becomes  firm 
and  dty,^WitheriHg,  Horses,  cows,  sheep,  and  goals  eat 
it ;  swine  refasc  it. 

18.  Bktula.  B,  nana, 
jfffcr.  Dwarf  bireh  tree. 
iriH.  Dtsc.    j4s  above, 

Sj)('c.  De^r.  Juaves  circular,  scolloped;  low  sbriih,  np- 
riu;lit.  TruhJ:  bard,  stiflT.  Bark  lirown,  roinj'bish.  Branches 
oxpandinLT,  straight,  scattered,  ta[)ering,  woolly,  q;uniiny  at 
the  base.  Catkiiis  half  an  ineli  long.  On  muuniaius  und 
tpet  luath$,  bogs.    Bi.oss.  May. 

Use,  The  leaves  all'ord  a  finer  i/t  lloTC  dve  than  tliot  of 
the  bctnla  alba,  or  common  birch.  This  shrub  supplies 
the  Laplander^  in  the  summer,  when  he  lives  in  the  moon- 
tains^  with  fuel  for  the  fires  that  he  is  obliged  constantly 
to  keep  in  his  but  to  defend  him  from  the  gnats;  and^ 
covered  with  the  skin  of  the  rein-deer,  it  forms  his  bed.^ 

\{).    Myrica.    ilf.  gale, 

j^fig.    Sweet  i^n]c,  c^oiile,  sweet  willow,  Dutch  myrtle. 

Gtn.  Dc^c.  Male  and  female  fl.  on  (iilicicnt  [>lant5J,  in 
catkins.  Calyx  !2  h  aves  ;  blossom  0.  I'cmaie  drupa  one- 
celled,  superior.    Seed  1. 

Spec.  Dc.'iC,  Leaves  spear-shaped,  convoluted,  sprinkled 
with  resinous  points,  serrated  towards  the  end,  on  leaf 
4talks.  Stem  shrub  like,  smooth  rust  coloured,  with  white 
dots*  Flomet'buds  above  the  leaf-buds  at  the  ends  of  the 
branches,  which  as  soon  as  the  fructification  is  completed, 
die,  the  leaf-buds'  on  sides  shooting  out  and  the  stem  be- 
coming compound.  Buds  composed  of  nine  leafy  shining 
scales.  Howers  appear  before  the  leaves.  Female  spike 
oblon^^  five  rows,  m  each  five  berries,  which  are  thickish, 
roundish,  angular,  three  shallow  clefts,  to  each  of  which 
B  small  tooth  is  fixed  sprinkled  with  golden  resinous  dots. 
Oh  bogs  in  gravel! if  soil,  generally  in  large  quantities* 
Bloss.  May. 

Use,  The  leaves  have  v  bitter  taste  and  an  a^eeable 
odour;  in  the  Highlands  and  IlebridBs,  an  infusion  or  tea 

made  of  them,  i>  given  to  children  to  destroy  norms. — 
higlitfoot.  The  Welch  also  use  it  as  a  vermijune  both  in 
]iowder  and  infusion,  and  also  applied  externally  to  the 
abdomen.  They  lay  branches  of  it  under  tlieir  beds  to 
keep  wfl'  fieas  and  moths,  and  they  use  it  tor  dying  wool 
yellow. — Venn,  The  Swedes  use  it,  gathered  in  autumn,  to 
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dye  their  yarn  yellow,  atid  somotiiiic:*  employ  a  strong  de- 
coction of  it  to  kill  hu^s  and  iict',  aud  lu  cure  the  itrh.-^ 
Unnh  It  was  formerly  used  by  northern  nations,  and  is 
sull  in  the  western  isles  and  Highlands  of  Scotland,  in- 
stead of  hops;  but  ufilesii  it  be  buiicd  a  long  time,  it  is  apt 
to  occasion  head-aehes.  Tlic  cones,  (or  catkins)  boiled  id 
water,  throw  up  a  watery  scum  capable  of  being  mad*»  into 
candles,  similar  to  those  made  by  the  An)ericatis  fV  im 
another  species  of  this  plant,  the  M.  ccrijcra.  It  is  i:std 
to  tan  calf-skins.  Its  essential  oil  rises  in  distillation. 
^>ailoI•s  are  fond  of  besoms  made  ot'  it  for  sweeping  their 
ships.  —  Light  foot,  Witfurutii.  Liunc  suspeeti  troui  the 
smell,  that  camphor  miglit  be  prepared  from  this  plaut. 
Horses  and  goats  eat  it;  cows  and  sheep  refuse  it. 

SO.  CuscuLA.  EuropM,  C.  cpurtica,  C.  ejf^nca* 
.4n^.  Dodder. 

iji/i.  De$c.    Calyx  four  or  five-cleft;  blossom  one  pi^talj 

caps,  two-eelled,  <'ut  romid.    Seeds  in  pair:?. 

iiprc.  Dtsc,  77c'a  f  rs  sitting,  four-elet't,  wlwiish.  Leans 
0.  A  [i.iralyiical  plant  without  sced-lobcs.  In  Iiopi,  JuY- 
//fs,  luathf  6)C,    Bloss.  .Inly,  August. 

i  $e.  This  is  a  very  curious  and  singular  j/.ant,  v. Inch 
will  not  ii,Jow  in  the  ground.  Sn'  Bat.  Acc.  of  it.  It  was 
fornierly  celebrated  as  a  catharta ,  but  is  u  very  ian^uid 
uhc,  aud  uosv  uuL  uf  use. — Hill, 

Tetandria  Trjginia. 

21.    Buxus.   jB.  scmpervireru,   B,  aboresccHU 
Jng,  Box. 

GcH.  De$c.  M.  and  fern*  fl.  on  the  same,  or  on  different 
plants.  M*  calyx  three-leaved ;  bloss.  two-pet.  germen^  a 
rudiment.  Fern,  calyx  four-*leaved ;  bloss.  three-pet.  caps* 
ihree-<^lled^  three-beaked.  Seeds  2. 

Spec*  Desc  Mi  and  fern.  fl.  on  the  same  plant  Leaves 
ow,  thick,  glossy.  BlosMffu-  greenish  white  or  ycllovr. 
Fruit  a  dry  capsule.    Woods,   Blobs.  .April. 

Vte.  An  empyrenmatic  oil^  distiUefl  from  the  shavings 
of  the  woody  is  often  used  as  a  topical  application  for  the 
piin,  and  seldom  fails  to  procure <}ase;  it  will  frequently 
cure  the  tootk^he,  and  it  has  been  given  internally  in 
epilepsies*  The  leaves  powdered  destroy  tcorms.  The  wood 
is  very  hard,  smooth,  and  a  fine  yellow,  aud  not  being 
#  apt  to  warp  is  well  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  turner;  it  is 
made  into  combsj  mathematical  instruments^  kiiik*  bandies, 
button  moulds,  &c.  In  the  south  of  Europe  it  is  cultivated 
ip  potS|  like  myrtle  with  us, — U  ithering. 

(  To  be  coatinued.  ] 
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JBy  A.  F.  Geulen,  of  liiiiin. 

Opium,  a  substance  so  long  known,  of  snch  great  im- 
portance in  medicine^  and  such  extensive  practical  utility, 
has  been  frequently  examined^  but  by  no  means  so  tho- 
roughly, as  oot  to  leave  many  doubts  respecting  its  nature 
and  origin.  It  h  even  not  as  yet  ascertained,  whether 
good  opium  be  obtained  by  incision  pf  the  capsules  of  the 
poppy,  as  Mr.  Kerr  relates,  in  form  of  an  extilled  juice, 
or  whether  it  be  prepared  by  expressing  the  ripe  poppy 
beads,  by  boiling  tliera,  and  evaporating  the  juice,  Jror 
the  probability  of  the  first  method  being  employed  in  or- 
der to  obtain  this  substance,  it  is  alleged,  that  it  contains 
albuminous  matter,  and  that  its  aqueoii?^  extract  is  per- 
fectly soluble  iu  alcohol,  which  would  not  be  the  case, 
were  it  preparcrl  n»  tlic  latter  way;  no  albuminous  matter 
would  then  be  iuuud  in  it ;  on  the  contrary,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  mnrilage,  which  the  heads  of  the  poppy,  on  being 
boiled,  yield  in  a  considerable  proportion,  and  the  ])re- 
Fence  of  which  must  necessarily  pre\ci.t  the  pertect  solu- 
tion of  the  a()iiLous  extract  in  alcohol,  flowever  plan>^il)Ie 
these  arguments  may  appear,  tlicy  arc  not  sntiicieni  tor 
reniovintj;  all  doubts,  because  if  the  jjrocccding  in  evapo- 
iraiing  the  cxprc  ssed  juice  of  tlie  poppy  heads  were  the 
i>ame  as  that  employed  in  our  laboratoi te^  fur  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  inspissated  jun  rs  of  hyosciamus,  cieuta,  and 
lother  narcotic  and  acrimonious  plants,  a  portion  of  albu- 
ininous  maiti-r  will,  notw alislandiiig,  be  contain<  (l  in  it. 
Against  the  pcrf('(  t  solution  of  the  aqueous  extrac  t,  a>  au 
argument  oi  it:  containing  no  mucilage,  it  may  be  sug- 
gested, that  tlic  proximate  con-titiicnts  of  vetrctablcs,  as 
long  as  they  arc  mixed  with  one  am^tlu  r,  arc  acted  upon 
in  a  quite  different  way  if  treated  with  them  separately. 
Thus  Mr.  Buchholz  found  in  500  grains  of  select  opium, 
150  grains  of  gum,  although  the  solution  of  the  aqueous 
extract,  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  alcohol^  appeared 
*quite  dear  and  transparent. 

The  interesting  experiments  of  Cit.  Pubuc  render  the 
preparation  of  upium,  as  related  by  Mr.  Kerr,  still  more 
doubtfbl.  He  maintains,  that  at  least  the  fourth  part  of 
bpium  consists  of  impurities,  which,  on  examination,  were 
found  to  be  particles  of  the  stem,  leaves,  capsules,  and 
seeds  of  the  poppy,  most  minutely  divided;  and  it  is  to 
this  admixture^  that  he  ascribes  the  peculiar  narcotic 

• '  '      *   t.  ^  odour 
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oAour  of  that  substance.   He  farther  remarks,  tlmt  thit 
odour  is  Tcry  volatile,  and  often  no  more,  or  in  a  far  less 
tie^ree  perceptible  on  the  surface  of  opium^  while  it  still 
Te.uains  strong  and  nauseous  in  tlic  internal  tough  part; 
whence  he  conclndes^  that  this  volatile  particle  is  merely 
acc'ulentaU  an  opinion  which  he  endeavours  to  confirm  by 
the  following:  experiments. 

1.  O  A  flrving  fresh  and  tough  opium  by  a  heat  of  40 
— 5(P  Ke  i'i  I'ur  till  it  becomes  pulverisaole,  it  entirely 
loses  That  -tiipifyini^  odour,  retaining  that  of  purified 
opium  or  biudaninii,  from  which  it  only  differs  by  the 
lh'ttr»\L;cnfoi:s  partirlr?  \\liich  it  contains.  Whrn  these 
v.>L\tii!-  particles,  wiiich  arc  diseng  icr<  d  durins;  the  cxpo- 
•Nureui  opunn  to  tlu-  iicat,  are  colK  tied  hv  a  proper  appa- 
ratus, they  will  tor  the  nio>t  part  be  eondensattd  to  a  elear 
liquor,  tlie  colour  of  whit  li  I'ci  oines  a  tew  davs  after  straw 
yellow;  one  part  of  it,  hovv<  vcr,  retain'^  the  form  of  ^a*?, 
winch  is  never  perfectly  mi^i  ible  with  water.  Both  give 
tlic  odour  of  fre;sh  opuini,  but  lu  stich  a  high  (l<  <4ree,  thnt 
a.'iimaU  brot?ijht  into  this  mixture  arc  iinuudiatcly  siitlo- 
catrd.  Mr.  Dubuc  metiticuis  here,  that  he  has  several  titncs 
prepa:  t  (I  an  extract  trom  the  white  pop(»y  licad^,  at  differ- 
ent iiiiics  of  their  growth,  without  ever  ouiaiuing  a  sub- 
stance of  the  true  odour  of  opium,  or  laudanum  ;  but  he 
observed,  that  volatilc-siiicUing  particles  were  disengaged 
from  a  quantity  of  leaves  of  poppy,  which  being  extremely 
8iint!arto  the  substance  obtainea  in  the  former  experiment^ 
indiieed  him  to  make  the  following* 

2.  Leaves  ot  the  white  pt}[ipj^  were  squeezed  and  trtta- 
fated  in  a  stone  mortar,  b^  which  they  yielded  a  great 
quantity  of  a  milky  brownish  Juice  whteli  had  a  bitterisb 
faste.  On  exposing  it  to  the  air,  at  a  temperature  of  10*— 
IS^  Reaum.  it  had  puffed  in  one  day  considerably,  and 
gave  at  the  same  time  a  strong  narcotic  smell,  similar  to 
that  which  is  exhaled  by  fresh  opium.  On  the  fourth  day 
the  exhalation  had  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  no 
person  could  approach  it  without  a  violent  heud-aeh  On. 
the  fifth  day  ine  vessel  was  exposed  for  about  twelve 
hours  to  the  action  of  the  sun,  an  l  the  juice  froquenOy 
stirred.  In  a  few  hours  the  stupifying  smell  gradually 
diminished,  and  was  followed  by  another  much  resembling 
that  of  azotic  gas,  Tlu  julee,  together  w  ith  the  vegeta- 
ble particles,  acquir<id  a  darker  colour,  probably  owing  to 
the  azote  disengaging  itself^  wliich^  united  to  the  odorous* 
principle  arising  from  the  niass^  constitutes  the  above* 
mentloaecl  pecnTiac  smell. 

I>4  3.  After 
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3.  After  Ikiv I ni^  made  this  observation  on  tlic  oriarin  of 
tbc  peculiar  smell  of  opium,  he  took  twelve  pounds  ot 
poppy,  nearly  oF  their  lull  growth,  imd  treated  them  as  ia 
ibe  l<»r<:'^oing  e vj)eriiuenl,  but  without  exposing  them  to 
the  ^inj.  'jWu  (lavs  after  the  whole  inas«?  hciian  to  lernient- 
and  die  uarculic  odour  to  be  disengaged,  and  two  da^'S 
after  it  became  still  more  perceptible.  He  now  expressed 
l-iie  juice,  and  having  filtrated  it,  he  i  \  ;i|)uiated  it  by  u 
t^eutle  heat  to  the  eonsistencv  of  an  exit  act,  but  he  did 
auL  succeed  in  obluuinig  true  opium,  because  the  juice,  as 
it  was  thickening,  gradually  lost  the  nareotu:  auiell,  and 
only  retained  that  of  a  sccntlcst*  plant. 
.  4.  He  was  equally  unsuccessful  by  inspissating  the  juice 
i)f  poopy  on  flat  vessels  by  the  heat  of  the  sun. 

5.  He  gently  evaporated  the  juice  of  the  young  heads 
of  poppy,  partly  taken  from  the  plant  in  flovefi  to  half 
its  quantity,  iu  hopes,  by  the  mos^  lacing  more  coDcen- 
trated>  of  obtaming  a  substance  regaining  \\\^  odorous  par^> 
tides.  The  juice  thus  far  inspissated,  began  to  ferment 
somewhat  later,  than  the  former  and  on  the  tenth  day- 
)iad  received  toe  aboyc-mcntioned  sn^ell  i  but  on  >eing 
evaporated,  the  extract  showed  no  difibrence  from  that  ob«* 
tailed  by  the  foregoing  cvperimeiits.  Half  of  the  juice 
was  preserved  for  future  experiments. 

6.  Thirteen  ounces  of  poppy  beads,  full  grown,  hut  still 
green,  and  four  ounces  ot  leaves  ^nd  of  the  stem,  were 
squeezed  and  perfectly  triturated  into  a  thick  glutinous 
mass.  On  being  exposed  to  tlie  contact  of  air,  it  sooii 
passed  into  fermentation,  and  after  four  days  it  bad  the 
smell  of  opium.  Fart  of  it  being  evaporated  at  a  tempera^ 
ture  of  about  40^  li.  retained  n  wealc  smell  of  laudanum, 
and  much  resembled  common  opium.  Mr,  Dubuc  relates 
bere  some  experiments  he  made  for  obtaining  opium  by 
making  incisions  into  the  peduncle  and  the  inferior  part  of 
tJie  capsules  of  po[)py.  A  yellowish,  almost  scentless,  hut 
verv  hitler  juice  e.\tillccl,  wbieli  ri  ceivcd  a  chirker  colour 
by  the  contact  of  the  air;  its  taste  remained  the  same,  but 
the  snieli  soon  became  narcotic,  and  on  hcinc:  exposed  to 
the  sun  it  dried,  retainini^  only  the  smell  of  lauciaiium.  Mr. 
Dubue  observi  d  two  sip«  eies  of  poppy,  t|ie  heads  of  one  of 
which  were  exactly  globular,  while  the  others  were  rather 
oblong.  The  former  yielded  opium  w  ithout  incision?,  as  it 
issued  from  two,  three,  or  four  sutures,  that  could  he  dis- 
covered on  the  peduncle;  and  after  it  had  thickened,  it 
fcceived  the  colour  and  smell  of  laudanum.  It  could  be 
f;oilceted  in  small  pieces  of  about  four  graias  each, 
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Mr.  l)ubuc  touk  two  grains  of  this  substaacc>  which 
produced  a  long  uiul  quiet  sleep. 

7  lie  prepared  the  extract  from  a  considerable  quantity 
of  r"}>py  hy  decocuon,  whicli  being  saiiuaUiJ,  hceaiiiu 
UHik y  on  cuuline,  without  having  the  least  smell  oi' opium, 
lie  ibeii  ev.i^uraiod  it  uA  ii  could  be  pulverised. 

8.  One  part  ot"  this  dry  extract  was  nii.xotl  vvidi  as  much 
of  the  juice  preserved  tVom  the  5tli  experiment,  as  was 
sufticieijt  to  give  it  the  consistency  of  couunon  opium,  and 
the  whole  mixture  resembled  laudanum  iu  colour^  smell, 
«nd  taste. 

9.  The  rest  of  the  last  mentioned  extract  was  likewise 
nixed  with  as  much  of  the  reaidoum  of  the  6th  expert- 
neat,  as  was  required  to  give  it  the  consistency  of  opium*  , 
Three  da^s  after*  the  preparation  of  this  substance  became 
so  very  similar  to  opium,  that  it  might  have  been  taken 
lor  good  opium* 

Although  the  results  of  these  experiments  are  by  no 
means  decisive,  yet  it  appears  from  them>  that  a  similar 
method  of  preparing  opium  may  be  adopted  in  oriental 
gantries,,  tiz.  by  inspissating  the  expressed  juice  of  the 
heads  of  poppy,  and  mixing  it  with  the  triturated  and  fer- 
jnentlng  mass  of  the  whole  plant;  because  the  opiym  ex* 
tiiling  from  the  incisions  ot  the  capsules  did  not  retain 
the  strong  narcotic  smell  of  common  opium.  It  is  no( 
unlikely  that  in  preparing  opium^  the  expressed  juice  is 
heated,  and  the  green ' albuminous  matter  which  is  sepa* 
rated  during  that  process,  is  exposed  to  the  air,  till  it  has 
receiTed  the  narcotic  smelly  when  it  is  mixed  with  th^  clear 
inspissated  juice,  formed  into  cake?,  aud  wrapped  in  the 
leaves  of  the  poppy.  These  experiments  of  Mr.  Diibuc  are 
confirmed  hy  similar  ones  mad^  1^*  Mr«liuehn^  apothecary 
at  Arnstadt. 

The  srnne  iinc**rtainty  which  takes  place  in  the  manner 
of  prepariu'j:  opium,  also  obtains  with  respect  to  our  know- 
ledge of  it<  constituent  pHrticles.    In  the  analysis  of  tiiis 
«uhsla!i(;e,  ilu*  different  sorts  ought  to  be  atuuded  U\  ;nul 
ahe  icsulijj  ot'  their  cxaminalioti  (•(un[>ared  with  each  oiIict, 
wliich  would  at  the  same  time  ilirow  light  on  iht-  \\  ho1(» 
f  oniposition  of  lhij»  substance,  ami  account  for  tlie  rcsului 
of  tormer  analyses;  particularly,  if  regar<l  was  had  to  the 
meiliods  CTi) [>h)ye<l  by  difinciit  chemists  in  the  chemical 
examinaisoii.    Ihe  analysis  which  Mr.  Buc*hhf)lz  ha>  un- 
dertaken With  opium  is,  in  this  rcspccr,  not  quite  salisfiic- 
tory,  thouqh  it  is  otherwise  very  accmaie  and  extelb  nt. 
jhe  chemical  .ex^mioi^tioA  of  iha{  ^ub&tancc,  y^hicii  hu^ 
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been  related  by  tonncr  clicmists,  may  always  serve  to  il- 
lustrate several  puiiiis  tliat  are  not  yet  well  under. stood  ; 
on  which  aceouiu  1  shall  hcto  give  the  re&ults  ot'  the  pro- 
ce(  dings  undertaken  by  dillV  reiit  eheinists  with  opium, 
wbeieby  the  reader  will  bt  i  uiMcd  to  jiicl^e  v  bicli  points, 
in  the  knotvUd^e  oF  tli^  clit  inKMl  vouiposinon  of  that 
8iib>faiice,  requires  htill  to  l)o  liiu  trated.  Ibe  sensible 
quality  wl]u'li  iir«t  attrac  ts  our  notice  on  examining  o|)iiir!i, 
consists  in  its  nan  <uic  shilII.  Tl;e  constituent  pari  vvbicii 
produces  this  sine  :!  is  oi  a  volatile  nature,  injparting  itself 
both  to  water  itnci  alcohol,  vdm  these  arc  ui:>tiileti  with 
opium.  It  seems  not  to  po>^v.^s  the  nature  ol"  esbcntial 
oils;  at  least,  Mr.  Buchholz  could  not  obtain  any  trace 
of  it  by  distilling  it  with  water ;  but  the  quantity  with 
which  he  operated  in  bis  experiments  consisted  only 
of  QGO  graius,  and  was  consei|uently  too  small  to  ren- 
der his  results  quite  certain.  He  admioistered  two 
ounces  of  the  concentrated  distilled  water  of  opiom  to  a 
dog,  on  which  it  produced  no  deleterious  effects ;  whence 
he  concludes,  that  the  cilicacious  parts  of  opium  do  not 
depend  on  those  volatile  particles,  and  that  consequently 
opium  may  be  boiled  with  its  dissolvents  without  any  fear 
of  losing  its  efiicacious  particles.  These  conclusions^  hoi^ 
ever,  seem  not  to  be  sufticiently  confirmed  by  that  experi- 
ment, as  it  is  known  that  dogs  will  bear  a  great  dose  of 
opium ;  especially,  as  the  dog  on  which  Mr.  H.  made  bis 
experiments  was  diseased,  which  certainly  iiad  some  iiH 
iluence  on  the  operation  of  the  opium. 

iVlr.  Dubuc  mentions  in  one  ot  liis  experiments,  that  am 
atmosphere  impregnated  with  the  exhalations  of  opium  is 
deleterious  to  animals.  It  is,  however,  known  that  opiam 
is  not  deprived  oF  its  <  ffieiicy  by  the  loss  of  the  narcotic 
smell,  though  it  is  not  yet  ascertained  to  wtiieh  part  of 

*  opium  the  vis  narcotira  adlH-rcs.  NcMni'  ttn  .nul  Hollinaini 
ascribe  it  to  a  ])a!ti(  ular  constituent  oi  opium  ;  an  opinion 
\\lii(  h  lias  not  nuieh  been  rcj:. nded  in  modern  times.  This 
suh-tanee  is  said  to  be  ot  an  oily  but  not  of  a  volatile  na- 
ture, to  rise -in  tortn  of  a  fat,  ii>ugh,  antl  stronuly  smell- 
ing sruui  to  the  lop  of  the  lifpior,  if  opium  be  disolved  in 
water  bv  inlu^ion,  diu,(^>tion,  or  Lienile  decoction,  and  to 

,  pn.-vcss  the  naic()tl(  piopertiesin  a  very  hiu;li  deLrr(e.  Dogs 
tiial  could  take  more  tlmti  one  draelnii  ot  u[)ium,  witimut 
any  noxious  eftect,  were  killed  by  a  few  jrrainn  ot  that 
sub^rance.  I  rom  a  pound  of  opium  two  or  three  draebms 
are  said  to  be  obtiiined.  It  communic  ates  its  smeil  and 
uai  colic  power  to  water  distilled  with  it,  but  it  ii>  not  voia- 
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tuned.  Mr.  Josse  U  of  a  dillVi  out  ouinion  on  this  subject. 
He  mamtaviis  that  the  luinutic  and  excitant  qualiiics  of 
op\um  are  <"oniaiiittl  in  the  s^bitinous  matter  of"  opium.  \n 
order  to  obtain  iliis  substance,  he  trcatcfi  opium,  tlividtd 
into  pieces  of  one  ounce  weiejhr  wiili  water  ot3()—3ty^  IL 
io  the  same  manner  as  is  done  to  obtain  the  i^iutcu  Irom 
the  flower  of  wheat ;  by  which  proceedino;  the  surface  of 
Opium  was  softened  and  covered  with  a  gluey  fibrous  mat- 
ter. After  all  the  soluble  parts  were  dissolved  In  water  by 
continaed  kneading,  the  gluten  remained  ns  an  e]astlc 
dark  brown  substance,  of  such  a  penetrating  smell  and 
taste  of  opium t  that  the  smell  of  it  alone  would  excite 
▼omiting.  Exposed  to  the  air  it  dries  up  and  loses  its 
elasticitjr^  rest^mblins;  burned  earth,  but  retains  iu  strong 
smell  ot  opium.'  If  kept  moist,  it  passes  into  putrefaction, 
spreading  a  groat  stenck.  Mr«  Josse  obtained  from  one 
pound  of  opium  6  %  ounces  of  this  substance,  which,  when 
dry,  were  about  five  ounces  and  some  drachms*  Exposed 
to  dry  distillation,  it  shews  no  dlfierence  from  the  ^lue  of 
flour,  or  any  other  substunc  e  that  contains  azote.  Digest- 
ed with  4  parts  ui  alcohol  it  im^iarts  to  the  liquor  a  brown 
colour  ana  a  disagreeable  sineli;  but  the  pieces  of  thia 
sub&tance  u'sed  for  diiiriition  ueitiier  changed  their  form 
nor  size,  though  they  lost  the  eighth  part  of  their  weigbr, 
which,  on  being  distilled,  remains  as  a  scentless  very  bit* 
ter  resin,  the  alcohol  itself  passing  over  with  the  narcotic 
smell  with  which  it  was  impregnated  on  being  digested 
with  opium.  Tbe  above  mentioned  ubitinous  substance, 
thrown  into  hot  oil,  does  not  ebanue  it>  colour  when  it  is 
dried;  but  wlu  n  added  to  tlie  oil  in  it^  iVcsb  state  it  bc- 
cnmrs  erecn.  It  is  said  to  be  soluble  in  vincnar  and  otber 
acid  vegetable  liquors,  and  to  hv.  precipitated  by  alkalis  in 
flakes  which  !inve  the  snu  !i  ui'  opium. 

From    tbeae  obscrvatious,   Mr.  Josse  concludes,  that 
opium  is  a  prcpar;;tion  of  the  jiii<*e  of  pi»()py  ;  that  the 
acid  corrinentia  ut  oj>ium  are  not  capable  oi  diminishing 
the  niucb  dreaded  narcotic  property,  but,  on  the  (oiiirary,  • 
that  the  narcotic  ctlect  is  increased  by  them,  as  l)eiiig  dis- 
jolveiiis  ol"  the  glutinous  substance;  that  S[)anisb  wine  is 
best  adapted  f'or  dissolving  the  extractive  parts  of  opium, 
as  it  does  not  act  on  the  glutinous  matter.  Lastly,  be  add 
that  from  the  common  threat  poppy  an  extract  may  be 
prepared,  jcsciuLiiny;  iii  ii>  cilicacy,  as  well  as  in  oiher 
properties,    true  o|)iuui.     li    s,  however,  probable,  that 
what  Mr.  Josse  calls  gluten,  is  nothing  but  tlie  albnminous 
matter,  vvbicu  is  sepiirated  by  boiliug  from  the  expresses!  • 
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vrnfc^taMf^  juic's,  as  lie  r-om pares  it  with  a  similar  sub- 
snmre,  cdut  iiiud  in  the  extract,  cicut.  whcQ  jjreparcd 
aUcr  Baroa  Stork's  method. 

[  To  be  cODtinued.  ] 


Dr.  Walker's  Remarks  on  Mr.  Goldson's  Pamphlet. 

^  (  Coutinued  from  Vol. ».  p.  50.i— j08.  ) 

The  insertion  in  your  last  Number  of  the  Recnarlcf, 
which  I  most  hastily  made  on  the  cases  of  small^pox  after 
supposed  vaccination,  recjuire  on  my  part  a  farther  prose- 
cution of  the  subject  of  Goldson's  pamphlet,  to  wnich  i 
now  go  to  trive  an  hour  or  tivo  more. 

Pages  36  to  40  exhibit  two  cases  of  smalUpox  produced 
thirteen  and  fourteen  months  a fterCftfjTposedJ^' Vaccination 
by  Mr.  Weymouth.**  This  gentleman  had  matter  from 
the  Central  House  on  the  l6th  ult.  AUom. 

Page  41.  **  No  diiTcrcnce  in  the  appearance  of  the  arm 
or  the  symptoms  of  Clark  from  any  of  the  five  marines." 
Tlien  thcv  will  be  all  liable  to  take  the  '^mall^pox  as  Clark 
and  Sarah  Smith  (\\(\,  if  not  re*inocuiated. 

Page  46.  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  public  board> 
directing  experiments  to  be  made  on  the  subject  in  an 
infinnurj  under  their  controuU  would  be  so  inattentive  as  to 
send  such  (matter)  as  was  improper  for  that  purpose.  There 
could  be  no  opportunity  of  itsbeinci;  dec  omposed^  or  dete- 
riorated, \vhi!e  in  posscs<;ion  of  Mr.  Kicknian,  as  he  used 
it  on  the  same  day  he  received  it."  But  a  stape  coaclunan 
c  inying  in  liis  pocket  the  little  packet  of  i;uaidian  matter, 
getting  off  in  the  night  to  take  his  beer,  and  *  drawing  up' 
to  the  hieot  tlie  inn  to  warm  himself  well  h<  fore  he  again 
mounted  his>  box,  could  deeonipose  it.  Matter,  I  believe 
from  Golden  Square,  sealed  up  in  great  form,  with  the 
impression  of  a  cow,  i  have  known  to  prove  rllrie;  it 
was  in  the  county  of  Surrv.  Matter  packed  with  v^\un\ 
neatness,  but  beared  in  appl}  ing  scalincr  wax,  I  havr  sf  '  n 
comoIeTelv  destrovod  ;  it  was  ou  the  Mediierraneau  be- 
twec  n  GihjiiUar  and  Minorca. 

Page  47.  "  From  Langley  (a  marine)  matter  was  taken 
for  me.  which  I  u.>ed  on  two  children  of  Major  Noel ;  and 
from  tliesc  I  vaccinated  others  in  succession.  They  both 
resiiited  variolous  inoculation  six  months  afterwards."  li 
lometimes  happens  to  myself  that  I  don't  su^pe^d  in  pro- 
ducing 
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facing  the  vaccine  Tesicle  by  the  first  puncture*  HaTc  th« 
cbildreoy  in  such  case,  ftusttd  the  inoculation?  It  is  per* 
liaps  through  my  extreme  tenderness  to  thein^  scarcely 
kliing  iUloi  feel  the  lancet^  or  through  some  untoward 
application  of  the  instrument^  rather  than  from  any  sort 
nf  insasceptibility  in  the  subject*  thai  I  have  not  succeed* 
ed*  1  have  also  tailed  for  a  time,  at  least  in  one  instance, 
through  the  system  being  previuusly  occupied  with  some 
other  morhid  affection.  1  can  shew  in  this  metro pc^Iig 
pretty  permanent  marks,  though  perhaps  uot  indelible 
like  the  cicatrix  or  eschar  invariably  following  vacciola, 
as  well  as  other  solutions  of  integunant,  produced  on 
the  skin  by  my  vain  attempts  from  week  to  week  to  vacci« 
olate  ific  subject.  The  child  had  extensive  eruption  both 
oil  the  forehead  and  neck,  the  herpetic  cliaractcrof  which 
manitested  itscU  at  the  place  ot"  ap[)liratioii  of  tlie  Innecf, 
and  forbade  the  entran<;e  ut  the  vaccine  virus  into  ilie 
M  -u  ui,  while  in  the  struggle,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  wnic- 
tii^it[r  likt^^  a  i(r//  little  like,  cow-pox  was  produted.  I 
wa>  obliired  to  assure  the  mother  that  her  child  was  not, 
and  could  nc>t  liien  bo,  protected.  In  lesj  tiiiiu  throe 
months  after  this  1  succeeded  (  (jnijiletely  iji  vacciolatin*^ 
the  child,  and  a.s>iucd  her  that  it  was  iiiip;'r\  ions  to  every 
attack  of  small-pox.  The  subject,  a.^  appear?*  from  tiie 
register,  was  Hubert  Hughes,  ]So,  12,  St.  i^uul's  Chain, 
child  halt  a  vear  old. 

1  have  so  often  seen  troublesome  eruptions  in  children 
^wept  away  hy  the  vacciolous  inoculation  (^the  genuine 
Tesicle  being  lirst  produced  from  winch  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  inoculate,  but  which  in  its  last  stages  exhibited 
very  exactly  tiic  liglu  coloured  scab  of  the  previous  erup* 
tiou,  instead  ol'  the  dark  one  of  uninterrupted  vacciola)  that 
I  lately  inoculated  a  child  (completely  vacciolaied  last  year 
St  the  age  of  two  mootlis)  because  of  its  beins  very  sore 
behind  toe  ears.  The  mother  in  a  week  shewed  ber  child 
nacb  relieved,  and  having  so  specious  a  pock  on  its  arm 
that  a  medical  man  so  particular  in  the  choice  of  his  mat- 
ter, that  he  w^aited  at  the  Central  House  to  see  the  suki^ect 
it  should  be  taken  from,  on  arrival  of  this  child  preferred 
the  specious  pock,  till  he  was  informed  of  its  history, 
when  he  contented  himself  with  matter  from  one  hav- 
ing more  appearance  of  inflammation  about  it  than  was 
^en'rable.    The  subject  was  a  child  ten  months  old^ 
Charles  Good,  No.  22,  Lambeth  Hill,  Doctors' r  nimons, 

J^igc  49*        Laogley  was  found  to  resist  variolous  ino- 
culation, &c/*    Suppose  all  this  to  be  perfectly  correct;  it 

does 
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ijocs  not  follow  that  Ik-  re  sisted  because  of  his  having  been 
previously  inoculated*  In  Marmorice  Harhour,  on  my  en- 
deavouring to  set  before  some  hesitating  sailorsi  in  the 
expedition  to  Bgypt,  the  advantages  of  the  vacciolons  ino-* 
cultuion,  some  ot  them  said  they  had  often  been  exposed 
to  small-pox  without  taking  it.  ''S>  have  i"  said  an  old 
seaman^  *Mili  I  was  older  than  any  .  of  yoir.  T  have  even 
helped  in  the  hospital  to  carry  out  those  that  died  of  the 
small-pox,  and  escaped.  But  it  cauyht  me  at  last ;  you  see 
how  it  has  markefi  me,  and  I  was  half  a  year  in  recovering 
my  srrcn[:;th  after  it."  What  a  contirniing  case  would  this 
have  been  oF  W.  fi's  cnnjcrtnres,  if  t  e  sailor  bad  ever 
been  previously,  sjiunouslv,  vaeciolated ! 

Does  W,  G.  suppose  iliat  the  Variolous  liinrulation  has 
never  Xn'vn  incom [>lr'!e  ?  never  spuriously  eonducted  ?  The 
expedition,  iti  Marniorice  h.nbour,  exhibited  a  motley 
assetnblaii;(j  f  rom  various  nations  \  most  of  the  numerous 
European  laiiLjuai^es  \v(  re  spoken  in  it;  the  I'urkish,  Ara- 
bic, &c.  The  errand  of  fit^nre,  without  uiutoru),  daily 
setriivi;  out  Irom  the  Admiral's  ship,  to  visit  the  different 
vesseii  of  the  fleet,  excited  socne  attention.*  I  had  in- 
stances mentioned  to  me  of  the  Sn)all-pox  inoculation 
having  failed  to  yield  any  proteeti<»n  in  dilierent  quarters; 
hut  let  me  sul)stantiate  the  general  i  ssrriion  by  a  j)articu- 
lar  statement.  The  lieutenani-coioneJ  (Stuart)  of  the  42d 
(Highland)  reuiineat,  whose  name  appeared  as  an  autho- 
rity in  the  laie  dispute  respecting  the  capture  of  the 
standard  of  the  J/nhicib/es  before  Alexandria,  is  very 
much  marked  with  the  small-pox.  He  told  me  he  was 
inoculated  when  a  boy,  was  considered  to  have  gone  thro' 
the  disease ;  but  afterwards  took  it  in  the  natural  way. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  it  may  be  supposed,  fromm^r 
holding  the  ofiice  of  Resident  Inoculator  to  the  Royal 
Jennerian  Society,  that  my  remarks  come  from  the  Society 
kseU',  which  the  author  has  with  such  want  of  accuracy 
approached^  by  addressing  his  pamphlet  ''To  the  Directors 
of  the  f'aceine  ImHtution"  The  proceedings  of  their  Me- 
dicfti  Council,  read  and  a[)proved  at  their  last  Quarterly 
Court,  shew  that  they  do  not  consider  the  pamphlet  of 
W.  G.  in  the  same  serious  light  that  I  do. 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Council^  May  t5y  1804, 

Mr* 


*  Dr.  Walker  being  at  Malta  when  the  expedttio* under  Sir  Pnlpb  Aber- 
'*r:;mhT'  and  Lord  Keith  arrived  there,  he  consenteJ  tosCGOn|MMy  i^  ^ 
5iuaU-pox  baviUj^  got  into  the  Q»H  and  betug  very  fatal* 
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Mr«Riiig  in  the  cbair,  the  following  message  was  sent  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 
'''Die  Medical  Coancil  having  taken  Mr.  Goldson's 
Pamphlet  into  consideration,  inform  the  Board  of  Directors, 
that  they  are  of  opinion  it  does  not  appear  to  require  any 
particular  notice  from  this  Society." 

Would  it  not  be  eligible  and  truly  respectable  for  medi* 
Cil  men  in  every  quarter  to  form  Jennerian  Societies?  It 
voald  distinctly  mark  the  liberality  and  disinterestedness 
which  so  many  of  them,  advocates  for  the  new  practice^ 
already  exercise  in  their  profession.  To  do  away  every 
jealousy^  let  the  oldest  member  of  every  association  be  the 
President;  the  youngest  the  Secretary.  It  belongs  to  them, 
in  reality^  the  forming  of  the  public  opinion  on  medical 
afairs.   Consider  this  ye  guardians  of  public  health  !  Ye 
have  no  idea  of  the  exertions  that  are  made  by  the  gain- 
sayers  ol  rhe  discovery,  which,  said  an  intelligent  Greek 
to  me  in  Egypt,  is  the  *  Glory  of  your  Nation,'  is  the  con- 
solation of  the  world.   \  e  have  no  conception  of  the  pains 
that  are  taken  to  spread  terror  and  dismay  auK^ng  lauiilies, 
even  by  the  irratuitoiis  ditftision  ot  the  specious  statements 
of  tiie  panipniet  under  notice.    Why  did  not  the  author, 
holdmg  xhc  copyright  in  his  own  handsj  to  j>rcveiit  distrac- 
tion among  the  unsuspecting;  multitudes,  endeavour  cliirdy 
to  coatiae  his  'facts  and  observations'  to  your  attention? 
TbeQ  they  might  have  been  examined  "with  that  calm- 
ness and  moderation  which  should  ever  accompaiu'  ptulo- 
s»ophical  research."    Had  the  maiius'  ript  be  t  u  aiidressed 
to  tlic  lioyal  Jenneriun  Society,  tiicy  would  probably  have 
considered  all  its  errors  as  tlie  exuberant  eliusions  of  an 
ini;tiiuous  thono^h  biassed  mind,  and  paid  a  rospectlui  at- 
tention to  its  mistaken  and  well  nu  ainnu:  auilior.    But  no! 
it  is  couiinitted,  wiih  all  its  lauits,  to  the  perusal  of  the 
wide  world,  to  bewilder  those  who  waver,  to  reniarm  those 
who  were  at  length  at  rest.  Hence  the  fond  parents,  unable 
to  distinguish,  may  look  on  their  blooming  otfsprini}:,  here- 
tofore eyed  v^ith  rapturous  delight,  in  the  sadde-t  ex- 
pectations, the  most  gloomy  solicitude ;  and  the  lustre  of 
the  eye,  which  would  heam  on  them  consolaiiou  and  joy, 
they  may,  by  a  tormenting  anticipation,  see  closed  up  iti 
endless  night.    Bnt,  surely,  medical  men  will  every  wnere 
endearonr  to  dash  the  poison  from  the  cup,  and  do  justice 
to  humanity,  in  preventing  the  weaker  judgment  of  the 
credulous  from  being  imposed  on.  Already  the  one  or 
two  remaining  opposers  of  the  new  practice,  in  the  profcs* 
iion,  hare  faileo  m  their  attempts  to  produce  smali-pox  a^. 

tcr 


Digitized  by  Google 


48  Examination  o^^  lailures  tn  VucctnatLoiU 

ter  Tacciolation^  and  the  wealth  and  influence  employed  in 
giving  gratuitous  diffusion  to  the  pernicious  pani(>hlet  will 
be  deprived  of  their  baneful  and  baleful  effect  while  medi- 
cal men  remain  un perverted.  To  them,  I  repeat  it,  belongs 
tbo  forming  of  the  public  mind  on  medical  affairs.  •  The 
Royal  Jenncrian  Society  may  long  in  vain  continue  to 
look  towards  public  men,  for  active  co-operation;  they 
are  all  too  much  engaged  with  political  af]  lirs.  If  medi« 
cral  men,  as  ^\  as  very  early  suggested  by  the  President 
(Duke  of  Bed  f  ord)  would  come  forward  tnd  co-operaie 
with  the  Society,  the  great  object  would  be  attainedj 

ThB  ExTEftMtNATlON  OF  THE  Sm ALL-POX, 

I  am,  respectful]  V, 
SMuiySpmre,  t4»rf.  1804.  JOHN  WALKER. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  b-on  called  upon  bv  the  GrcntU'inan  that 
Ijad  the  matter  ^'  tor  Dr.  VV  alier,  or  Porismouih,"  who  wishes 
to  know  what  were  his  exact  words  on  application  ;  and  he 
hits  written  for  an-^ve^,  thai,  ''rh.<^  evnrt  words  were  a  sim- 
ple application  tor  inarter,  witti  the  remark  that  that  which 
they  liavc,  tiots  not  produce  tlw  desired  t'[ttrL"  In  the  mean 
time,  applications  tVonj  that  quarter  are  continued  at  tho 
Central  House,  as  appears  tro  ii  the  register. 

**  Mr.  William  Pnctlethwaite,  Chichester/* 

"  J.  W  ilkin«on,  Portsmouth.** 
John  Gfiiim,  Minister  ot  Orange  Street  Ciiapcl,  l^ort* 
sea." 

VV^illiam  Mundny,  Chichester," 
"  Mr.  Piiillipboi),  Cluchestcr." 

The  applicants  from  Portsmouth,  like  the  thousanda 
throughout  the  empire,  ns  well  as  in  both  hemispheres,  or 
on  both  sides  of  tne  Atlantic,  and  round  the  Capes  Horn^ 
Good  Hope,  and  Van  Diemen,  are^  the  majority^  unknown 
tn  me,  TheaCj  with  those  whom  I  am  perioiMdIy  acquainted 
with>  must  excuse  my  exhibition  of  their  names.  The 
great  cause  of  humanity  requires  it  \  and  when  the  ephe- 
Bieral  alarm  from  the  pamphlet  shall  be  quieted,  tlie  fami- 
lies they  attend  must  recognise  their  seaaonable  vigilance^ 
andj  as  (  suppose^  their  acumen  too,  superior  to  that  of  the 
autborj  who  with  profession  of  honourable  motives  has, 
verhapi  unwittingh/,  attempted  a  work  lArith  which  that  o^ 
£ratostratU8  the  i^phesian,  on  the  night  of  the  birth  of  the 
founder  of  Alexandria^  dwindles  to  a  point  without  di-» 
mension  hi  the  comparison. 

Will  you  now  inform  medical  gentlemen,  every  where, 
through*  your  extensively  circulated  Jouraalj  that  on  ap« 
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flicatton  for  vaccine  ichor^  they  may  save  themselves  the 
expence  and  trouble  of  paying  the  postage,  by  directing, 
^  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Koyal  Jennerian  Society,  Salis-^ 
bury  iK|aare*'* 

The  increasing  numbers  of  patients  at  the  Central 
Hoiise»  will,  [  hope,  enable  me  to  continue  to  supply  t  very 
applicant.  The  Post  Office  has  already  liberally  i^ranud  *  -  • 
the  privilege  of  sending  it  free  throughout  the  empire; 
and  it  only  requires  some  arrangements  on  the  part  of  tlie 
Society  to  enable  medical  men  to  receive  it  without  ex- 
pence  to  themselves,  and  to  co-operate  in  the  ^jreat  object 
of  externiiaating  the  Smali-poac. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal 

The  Pamphlnt,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  Remarks  at 
p.  505  of  your  last  Journal,  contains  cases  of  suiall-pox  at 
the  distance  oi'  three  yean  from  vaccination,  happening  in 
subjects,  who,  during  the  interim diate  space,  had  been 
subinittcd  to  the  strongest  intliience  of  variolous  infection. 
It  is  addressed  to  the  Directors  of  the  Vaccine  Institution, 
requesting  them,  in  terms  I  believe  perfectly  respectful, 
?i!)d  with  that  degree  of  moderation  which  becomes  the 
subject,  to  turn  their  attetition  to  it,  and  seriously  to  in- 
vestigate, what  I  am  forcibly  led  to  conceive  a  dclVrr, 
hitherto  not  jHil/lu-iij  noticed  in  Vaccination.  Prior  to  its 
publication,  1  sent  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  at 
No.  14,  Salisbury  Scjuure,  accompanied  wjtti  a  copy  of  the 
publication,  rcqucstmg  that  it  might  be  delivered  to  the 
Directors  in  my  name,  as  u  murk  of  my  attentiotV.  I  pre- 
suni  liie  letter  was  delivered,  althonijh  I  never  received 
atiy  answer  to  it.  But  Dr.  Walker,  wli./  is  the  author  of' 
the  n*.  iiiarks  I  allude  to,  can  inform  you,  as  he  resides^  I 
believe,  at  the  house  where  the  leiter  was  left. 

In  those  Remarks,  although  on  a  subject  so  iiuportant 
to  the  interests  of  society^  he  has  been  pleased,  at  first 
sieht,  to  deem  them  casei  of  spurioui  cow-pox,  without 
M verting  to  their  resistance  of  small-'poXi  so  evideiu!/ 
daring  a  limited  period ;  a  feature  9o  prominent  as  to  dis- 
tingoish  them  from  ttny  hitherto  brought  before  Che  public^ 
These  remarks  are  likewise  conveyed  in  language  so  illt^ 
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beral,  and  arc  rc|)lete  with  so  many  misrepresentations, 
wliidi  must  be  deemed  wilful,  that  1  should  have  suffered 
tliein  to  have  passed  unnoticed,  had  not  the  author  hvcn 
principal  V  arrinator,  under  the  Directors  of  an  Institution, 
to  wIh^iii  tlie  Pamphlet  vva<?  rcspcctiully  addrcsscH.  I'roni 
ilicir  characters  however  as  gentleiii  rn,  Iain  contideut,  it 
Was  sent  to  your  Journal  without  their  knowli  cIl^c. 

A  postscript  is  adrlcd  to  the  KiMnarks,  assertiner,  that, 
"  Dr.  ^^  aller  ot"  Portsmouth  had  jnsr  made  an  appfieatioii 
at  the  C!e!itral  House  of  the  Royal  Jennerian  Society,  for 
va{  cinc  mutler,  witli  the  remark,  that  that  whu  h  iliey 
have  there  cannot  be  depended  on  ;  and  on  that  account 
he  sends  to  tlie  Society,  where  he  reckons  upuu  being 
iuf  liished  with  the  genuine." 

If  Dr.  Waller  ever  m.ade  such  an  application,  it  mwf?t  be 
deemed  extremely  illiheial,  not  to  me  alone,  but  to  the 
whole  of  the  profession  in  the  vicinity.  This,  however,  he 
publicly  denies,  and  says,  lie  never  had  any  (  orrespond- 
ence  with  Dr.  \Valkei,  aad  iie\ei  gave  unj  authority  for 
such  an  assertion. 

Tb  men  of  real  humanity,  and  to  lovers  of  the  trutb^  I 
am  confident  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  an 
iadacement  to  investigate  it.  Witb  respect  to  thenij  I 
need  not^  but  with  regard  to  Dr.  Walker,  I  must  request 
you  will  insert  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  pamphlet: 
It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  provoke  controversy ;  I  only 
ask  for  further  investigation.  Vaccine  Inoculation  must 
stand  by  ils  own  merits,  or  fall  from  its  own  defects.  To 
suffer  zeal  for  the  discovery  to  shut  their  eyes  to  convict 
tion,  and)  by  deeming  every  failure  spurious*  to  conceal 
it,  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  profession.  If  it  does  not 
ultimately  prove  a  permanent  prophylactic,  the  conse* 
quenec  must  be,  that  the  smalUpox,  at  some  future  period| 
will  become  a  greater  scourge  to  the  world  than  ever, 
independent  ot  tiie  distress  ot  mens'  minds  from  their  be-* 
ing  left  in  such  a  dreadful  state  of  anxiety.  Jbet  me  beg 
therefore,  that  in  conducting  this  invcf^tigation,  the  words 
of  J>r.  Jenner  mav  be  had  in  remembrance.  i  again 
repeal  my  earnest  hope  that  it  may  be  conducted  with  that 
calmness  and  moderation  which  should  ever  accompany  a 
philosophical  research." 

I  am,  &c. 

GOLDSON- 

J*orliea,  June  4,  18G4. 

To 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  McdkuL  and  VJi^ical  JournaU 

CENTLKMENj 

I  Beg  leave  to  communicate  the  following  observations 
on  the  case  of  fatal  diarrhcea  which  appeared  in  your  Me^ 
dical  and  Physical  Joornal  of  last  mouthy  :  ii^ued  Acade« 
mious. 

\\  must  be  allowedi  that  medical  men  who  are  in  the 
habits  of  visiting  patients,  have  a  peculiar  advantage  over 
those  who  reside  at  a  distance,  in  diBCOverin<^  the  cause 
and  manner  of  removing  every  disease ;  and  had  not  the 
symptoms  in  the  present  case  been  so  well  defined,  and 
SQch  as  have  frequently  occurred  to  tne,  I  should  not  have 
ventured  to  submit  my  remarks  on  the  subject. 

It  is  very  well  known  that  during  the  period  of  teetliing, 
children  are  sy^ject  to  such  symptoms  as  affected  the 
child  in  question.  Various  other  causes  may  also  occasion 
similar  complaints,  and  the  application  of  cold  may  pro- 
duce them,  or  agi^ravatc  the  innisposition, 

\\\  the  present  instn^fe,  piiddiiiu^  was  generally  allowed, 
and  a  little  good  Port  wiue  oeca.sionally,  (doubtless  lV(un 
the  best  intention) ;  but  as  the  former  generaUv  eontains" 
the  white  of  eggs,  and  a*  the  latter,  however  good  in  f|ua« 
lity,  set'iii^  to  be  by  no  means  adaptrd  for  assisting  die 
digt)stion  of  an  infant,  I  conclude  boiii  had  a  tendency  to 
di:»turb  the  dijif^^tne  process,  especially  a:>  his  diet  \\.is 
plentiful;  and  pos^jtbly  the  child  might  have  been  too  of- 
ten permitted  to  make  use  of  improper  things,  which  pa- 
rents, irom  adcciiuui  suppose  he  might  be  indulged  \\\  wuU 
ittjpunity. 

I  think  It  very  difficult  for  any  man  to  say  uhf>t  was  the 
real  cause  of  the  child's  illness ;  I  generally  attribute*  such 
ccin.plaiiits  to  the  presence  of  indigested  sorde»  and  accu- 
niuiaiiun  of  slime,  which  occasion  symptoms  similar  to 
worms,  such  a-^  rubbing  the  nQiiC,  CSwc;  an  interrupiion  or. 
regurgitation  of  bile  are  also  frequently  produced  by  the 
same  cause,  and  similar  sytuptoins  foUpw ;  but  dissection 
would  have  been  the  ropst  probable  means  of  satislying 
the  anxious  enquirer,     Having  bad  a  great  number  of  ^ 
children  under  my  own  eye,  atfectad  with  my  similar  " 
complaints,  of  different  ages,  Irom  three  months  to  three 
rears  and  older«  perhaps  Apademious  may  not  think  it 
amiss,  if  I  mention  the  mode  of  cure  which  [  have  gene« 
rally  proved  to  be  successful^  though  be  did  not  require  i(« 
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An  emetic  was  generally  given  firsts  then  calomel  with 
resin  of  jalap,  scammony  or  rhubarb;  these  were  repeated 
as  often  as  the  case  required^  sometimes  daily^  though  the 
evacuations  might  be  much  in  quantity^  especially  it  other 
symptoms  did  not  abate,  if  the  stools  continued  greenish^ 
or  corrupt.  When  parents,  from  timidity,  would  not  con- 
sent to  have  an  emetic  given  in  season,  i  have  frequently 
found  it  indispensable,  though  alvine  excretions  were  co- 
pious and  the  stomach  not  accustomed  to  urge;  small 
doses  of  prepared  chalk  and  tinct.  opii  camph.  have  some* 
times  been  needful  to  restrain  excessive  action  of  the 
bowels  and  to  alleviate  pain,  and  sometimes  mild  glysiers 
have  removed  hard  balls  of  fsscuient  matter,  by  which 
means  the  eough  and  oppression  proceeding  mm  the 
state  of  the  stomach  and  howels  have  abated,  the  natural 
secretions  have  been  restored,  the  yellowness  sometimes 
attendant,  removed,  and  the  usual  vigour  and  rosy  ap- 
pearance regained,  though  their  desponding  parents  stip- 
posed  them  to  be  almost  exh.iusted  by  a  conMnnptinn  of  a 
very  diflft  rent  nature.  Such  dibordcrsi  soinninus  ncciu  to 
children  while  under  inoculation  ;  nnd  if  fatal,  the  deaths^ 
of  the  patients  arp  iinpropt  i  ly  ati  1 1  f»ijf  <  rl  to  i?u)cnlai  ion. 

I  take  this  f)pportunity  to  mention^  tliat  1  innctjiatcd  v>  it!i 
the  same  cow-pox  virus  tiirce  children  in  April  Inst,  about 
the  same  time,  in  different  parishes;  the  fubt  had  a  very 
distinct  chicken-pox  during  the  second  week  troin  the 
time  of  inoculation,  it  being  prevalent  at  the  time,  and 
the Jtwu  others,  during  the  second  wt  rk  from  inoculation, 
had  the  measles  with  their  usual  s)  iii}>toms,  the  contai^ion 
at  the  linu'  being  very  d  fVisivc;  the  inoculated  part  on 
tlie  arms  of  the  chiUlrt  u  iiad  >  lin  u.^ual  appearance 
and  de'^ree  of  iufiiiuuuation  i  aeiuier  uf  ibe  children  were 
iiaiii^ci uu?»ly  ill. 

Jam  1 1,  Uk*4. 


On  the  bent /i  : 'if  Effects  resuftiii<^  from  Mercurial  Inunc^ 
.  tion$  in  'Jj/fJius,  illusfrnffd      the  Case  of  a  Private  im 
tlic  CIS/  ficfriment  of  Dragoons,  attended  by  Mr.  Cum- 
ing, in  lionise^. 

In  the  statement  of  this  ea.^e,  it  shall  not  be  su  much 
my  business  lu  enter  into  the  minutia*  of  detail,  as  to  give 
^  ou  LUt.«ulliije&  of  the  putu  at  s  S^Uip turns  aud-iuy  prac- 


Digrtized  by  Google 


Afr.  Cumingf  on  Mercurial  Intmciion  in  Typhui*  59 

ticc ;  for,  in  general,  the  monotonous  recital  of  a  diarjr  is 
extremely  dry  and  irksome. 

Oa  the  lyth  of  May^  1  was  desired  to  visit  Benson, 

who  I  found  in  a  state  of  pyrexia^  accompanied  with  dy« 
sentery  ;  his  dejections  were  frequent  and  bloody,  and  his  . 
countenance  remarkably  sallow.    I  prescribed  gr.  x.  pulv. 
ipt'cac.  comp.  3tia.  q.  h.  sumend.  but  Ending  the  opium 
contained  in  this  medicine,  insufficient  to  procure  him  re- 
pose, he  took'  rinct.  upii  gtt.  40  liura  decubitus,    hi  the 
inoriiini;  ot"  tlie  ♦JOlh,  I  foimd  hini  rather  better;  he  had 
hccii  less  disturbed  duriiiir  the  niirht  than  he  had  been 
iur  some  time.    It  is  in cessarv  to  remark,  that  he  iiad 
been  iuni^  snhjert  to  the  eomj)hiuU,  and  that  now  il  aught 
properly  be  (ienoui mated  ehroruc  uyseu'*  i  v.    These  medi- 
cines were  continued,  and  with  tfie  happiest  etiects,  in  as 
niueh  as  related  to  the  alvinc  discharge,  which  began  to 
iiasuuie  a  natural  apjjcarance,  wiiiiout  the  smallest  mixture 
of  blood  ;  though  there  was  not  any  remission  of  fever, 
whicli  from  tlie  first  belonged  to  tile  ty[)tiu)d  type,  his 
pulse  beini^  often  weak  and  tremulous,  tongue  nearly  co- 
vered with  a  Ijruwn  fur,  the  sensorium  greatly  affected, 
from  the  state  of  amentia  1  generall  .   observt  d  him  to 
Jabour  under.    On  ti)e  ijlst  I  applied  a  b'lster  between  his 
shoulders,  whicli  iou<ed  him  a  little,  and  on  the  C2d  I  • 
prescribed   the  volatile  alkali,  with  linet.  laveiid.  comp. 
and  a  bolus  at  bed  time  c.  pulv.  ipec.  comp.  gr.  x.  These 
remedies  were  continued  without  any  apparent  benefit  un- 
til the  28th.    The  corona  capitis  had  been  shaved,  and 
cold  applications  of  Ttnegar  and  water  were  constantly 
used,  but  did  not  operate  very  powerinliy  in  restoring  lost 
energy,  yet  I  am  persuaded  they  were  useful.   I  also  had 
(he  patient  taken  out  of  bed,  and  tried  the  cflfect  of  cold 
affusions,  which  1  believe  would  have  been  attended  with 
considerable  benefit,  if  they  had  been  p^severed  in;  but 
be  was  so  circumstanced,  in  point  of  lodging,  as  to  render 
this  plan  extremely  inconvenient.  I  therefore  had  recourse 
to  mercnrial  inunctions,  and  by  way  of  exciting  their  ef-  • 
fects  more  speedily,   administered  calomel  gr.  ij.  pulv* 
aDdmoniuK  gr.  vj.  opii  gr.  ij.  cons.  ros.  q.s.  ft.  bol.  No.  iij, 
capt.  j.  ter  de  die. 

These  remedies  were  continued  till  the  6th  of  June  be- 
fore their  action  on  the  system  became  evident ;  that  is  to 
sav,  prior  to  the  mouth  being  atTected,  or  any  degree  of 
ptyaJism  prodoced,  though  a  surprising  amendment  was 
observable;  the  secretions  were  set  to  work;  he  had  for 
tro  or  three  nighu  b^en  bathed  in  perspiration,  his  tongue 
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Lccauie  moist,  and  the  dio^estive  faculties  of  the  stuinaj  h 
Were  again  exerted;  hulieilo  he  had  louiliod  cVery  tiiiii^" 
ofteretl  to  him,  bavc  tuust  and  water,  ri(  c  mid  nee-milk. 
Port  wine,  ice.  and  these  things  were  not  oFun  relished  ; 
but  now  he  expressed  a  wish  for  animal  food,  and  was 
allowed  beef^  mutton,  or  veal  soup.   The  mercurial  appli- 
'cations  were  discontini)ed>  and  the  acid  vitriol,  dilut.  with 
tinct,  laveod.  com^.  was  given  during  the  day,  with  an 
.anodyne  at  night.   Many  may  suppose  that  some  more 
powerful  toniCj  such  as  the  decoct*  cinchona,  would  hav6 
T>een  prefefable^  but  experience  has  taught  me,  that  the 
recovery  of  men  in  similar  circumstances,  has  been  often 
retarded  by  bracing  up  the  system  too  suddenly.  He 
took  at  this  period  near  a  pint  of  Port  wine  iki  the  day^ 
and  a  tumbler  or  two  of  mild  ale,  which  he  also  b^d  pre* 
Vious  and  subsequent  to  the  mercurial  course.   His  conva* 
leseence  Wiis  sufficiently  rapid  to  authori;ce  me  to  con* 
elude  that  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to-Blter  this  treatment; 
the  troop  marched  on  the  13th  of  June,  a»^d  three  or  four 
days  prior  to  this  time  his  wine  Was  gradually  diminished| 
Itnd  his  allowaitce  of  ale  augmented* 

The  good  effects  of  the  mercury  in  this  case  WftS  strike 
ingiy  displayed ;  the  fever,  with  evclry  concomitant  and  un^ 
toward  symptom,  after  the  dysenteric  complaint  vanished. 
Continued  without  intermission,  an<l  de.itU  seemed  already 
brandishing  his  dart  over  his  devoted  victim,  until  the  pa« 
ralizod  organs  were  roused  from  their  leihiferous  lethargy 
by  the  stimulus  of  this  potent  medicine,  which  has  long 
been  hiirhlv  extolled  in  the  cure  of  fevers  incident  to  tro- 
pieal  climes.  Then,  as  there  U  reasoti  to  imagine  that 
almost  all  fevers  are  governed  hy  the  same  jaws,  tliough 
diirereatly  modified,  according  to  constitution  or  country, 
it  is  highly  probahic  that  a  more  general  adoption  of  the 
lise  of  thi?<  remedy,  in  })rivate  practice,  would  he  prt>duc» 
tive  of  the  best  efl'ects,  and  considered  a  most  lui  auxi-r 
iiary  \\\  the  treatment  of  gouipl^nts  that  au(  unU'cc^ueutly 
Jjaffle  all  human  skill. 

"When  op[)ortuniiy  oHlis,  it  is  my  intention  to  transmit 
you  an  account  of  the  great  and  ineMimablc  advaniages, 
iu  be  derived  from  the  liberal  use  of  tinci.  digitalis,  in 
cases  of  pneumotnaj  when  carrying  bleeding  to  such 
lengths  a$  is  generally  done,  frequently  undermines  tlm 
constitution,  and  produces  dropsies,  >v'iih  other  evils  of  no 
less  ma'4nitu<le  than  lho.ie  which  it  was  designed  to  cure ; 
for  that  practice,  surely,  can  never  be  too  much  decried| 
which  removes  one  disi^asc,  to  m^ke  wa^  for  another  murg 
fingering,  and  equally  fatal, 
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Gevtlbmsit, 

I  Again  lay  before  you  a  few  desultory  remarks  on  mo 

dern  Pharraarcopoeias,  as  a  continuation  of  those  admitted 
into  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  for  April,  which 
were  chiefly  applicable  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Ldinburgen- 
sis.  These  I  now  oftVr,  although  drawn  from  a  different 
source,  may  be  equally,  if  not  more,  acceptable  to  thuse 
whose  opinion  coincides  with  mine;  i  shall,  therefore, 
without  farther  a])olu^'y,  submit  them  to  yuiir  care. 

In  the  preface  to  tlie  "l'MinburL(h  Nrw  Dispensatory,* 
which  may  be  consirlered  a.«>  a  very  excciicnt  translation  of 
that  from  tlj<  coiicgc,  it  appears,  that  the  honor,  if  there 
beany,  of  tirst  adopting  the  new  lanti^iiage  in  a  dispensa- 
tory, belongs  exclusively  to  the  College  of  Edinburgh. 
This  claim,  1  suspect,  may  be  fairly  di'^piited,  were  it 
worth  the  trouble;  for  if  wc  look  into  Pharmacopoeia 
dici  Priiititi  U?tiversalis,  lately  pul>lishe(i  In  J>r.  Swediaur, 
%ve  shall  hnd,  that  the  very  la>L  edition,  wiiii  all  the  retiiie- 
ments  of  modern  nomenclature,  both  of  Chemistry  and 
Materia  Mtdu  a,  have  been  adopted,  in  tin  ir  must  ample 
accepialion,  by  that  author.  If  there  be  any  dilference  it 
is,  that  as  it  has  been  employed  much  more  exicnsively, 
there  is,  c(>iii.cquently,  more  confusion. 

This  Pharmacopoeia  is  dated,  "Paris,  Feb.  l6,  1803,* 
which  makes  it  prior  to,  if  not  coeval  with,  that  of  the 
Edinburgb  Cbllege;  it  must,  therefore,  deserye,  at  least, 
ao  equal  share  of  our  acknowledgmcDts  for  havipe  adopted 
and  caltsvaled  this  ''pure  language  of  science.^  This  may 
be  farther  contirmed  by  attending  to  the  $ynomfma;  for 
when  any  thin^  is  quoted  from  Pkarm,  Edinb.  it  is  inyari^ 
ftbly  from  the edition ;  thus  lixivia  is  classed  with 
the  modem  potana.  However,  to  compromise  thia  matter, 
let  us  consider  these  works  as  contemporaries,  and  also 
that  they  form,  as  I  shall  venture  to  assume,  two  fair  spe- 
cimens  of  modern  dispensatories,  and  of  the  vaunted  per* 
fection  they  have  at  lust  attained. 

A  very  slight  perusal  of  this  Dispensatory  will  not  per« 
mitme  to  wade  through  everv  page,  und  point  out  what  I 
conceive  to  be  either  the  whole  ot  its  delects  or  its  perfec* 
tioas.  As  it  is,  however,  of  more  serious  importance  to 
notice  some  of  the  former,  lest  silence  should  give  cur-> 
reocy  to  some  glaring  and  verv  reprehensible  errors,  I 

£  4    .  shall 

» 

4 

J- 

» 


Digitized  by  Google 


5tf        Mr,  Hum,  m  modcm  Pharmaeapoei0$. 

ghall  confine  these  cursory  observations  to  one  side  of  the 
4juestion  only  \v\th  hut  little  variation. 

Through  the  whole  work  there  appears  an  avowed  inten- 
tion, that  a  synoptical  list,  including  all  the  sf/fto?i^ma  of 
each  conipusiLion,  should  always  accompany  and  be 
placed  immediately  after  the  title.  Ifad  this  scheme  been 
properly  accomplislicd  and  strictly  followed,  it  must  have 
proved  a  very  useful,  and  in  the  present  state  of  science^  ft 
piost  necessary  guide. 

In  many  instances  we  may  observe,  in  this  list,  grtat 
confusion;  in  others,  numbeikss  niisiakcs,  some  names  of 
the  most  interesting  nature  are  entirely  omitted;  others  of 
.  fi>  most  insignificant  import  carefully  retained ;  and  now 
imd  then  we  find  no  list  whatever,  where,  perhaps,  it  was 
jncMt  required. 

We  maj^  frequently  observe  the  synonyma  spun  out  with 
tedious  minuteness,  and  a  kind  of  drawling  redundancy ; 
including  most  of  the  obsolete  and  fantastic  names ;  and 
what  is  nnpardonahle,  omitting  those  of  modern  date. 
What  has  the  present  generation  to  do  with  the  alcahest  de 
Van  Helmoni,  areamim  coraltmtm,  tal  cardui  bcntdicti,  or 
the  /una  philoiophicaf  Would  it  not  have  added  more  to 
0ur  koowledge  to  have  left  out  such  as  these,  and.  admit  a 
nurcurim' eorronvm  mhlimatut,  or  a  hydrargyria  nUrattiu 
tuber 

One  would  naturallv  conclude  that  in  a  work  dedicated 
to  the  manes  of  four  illustrious  British  physicians,  as  thii 
is,  the  iynonyma  of  at  least  ail  the  Br/^isA  Pharmacopoeia^ 
could  not  have  esoaped  the  author's. notice;  that  our  crtta 
preparata,  our  uncum  calcinatum,  our  hjfdrargyrus  muri* 
atui,  and  many  other  crniltless  articles,  might  have  de- 
served a  situation.  Had  this  been  attended  to,  science 
inight  have  received  some  support,  and  much  more  ad- 
van  t.igc,  than  can  possibly  accrue  from  the  cad  win  fornn- 
cum,  a  pulvis  principis,  and  an  endless  farrago  of  absurdly 
^ics,  now  geneially  expunged. 

There  is,  lam  sorry  to  say,  one  very  serious  case  of  the 
jiio^t  reprehensible  kind,  that  merits  the  attention  of  the 
^vhole  medical  world;  whether  the  blame  attach  to  this 
pharmacopoeia  or  to  the  i^harm.  Edinh.  is  lef  t  to  others  to 
decide,  and  to  deal  out  the  ijuautum  meruit  to  whf>m  it 
ma}'  be  due.  I  had  scarcely  opened  tlie  paues  of  Dr. 
Swediaur's  work,  when  I  perceivea  that  tIk  miinas  /if/drar- 
«r//rf  of  the  Edinliui  L^h  College  was  nut  the  ."ame  as  m  this 
i'harmaeopoiia;  that  they  were  two  very  opposite  things; 
fn  &l)oft^  to  s^euk  ^lainly>  that  muiiaa  hj^drargt^ri  in  one 
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means  corroiiii:c  suLiimatc  of  mercurj^^  aud  iu  the  othei, 
calomel !!! 

Tliis  is  surely  no  very  trivial  error,  for  the  uiune  of  a 
mild  and  very  manageable  medicament  iu  one  country,  to 
siguify  a  direct  poison  in  another!  Ablunderof  tliis  kind 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  corrected  by  an  a|i{ithecary, 
whose  buslaess  is  to  follow  implicitly  the  prescription;  but 
were  it  otherwise^  as  1  am  from  the  above  iiistiinoe  per* 
saaded  it  ought,  he  may  be  absent^  and  his  inexperienced 
tyro  may  not  always  have  so  much  faith  in  his  own  com* 
petency,  to  act  beyond  a  certain  sphere. 

The  aeetum  dUtiUatum  and  acidum  acctosum,  both  of  the 
London  Dispensatory^  are  admitted  by  thb  author  as  out 
and  the  same ;  the  acide  acetique  of  the  French  is  likewise 
comprehended  with  the  former.  The  acidum  acttkum  con>» 
centraium  has  but  one  solitary  parallel  or  yoke-fcIlow^  in 
autum  radicaU*  Here  the  author  should  have  placed  puf 
add,  acctas,  and  the  French  acidc  acetique.  What  mis- 
chief may  we  not  expect  from  such  an  arrangement  ot 
names!  About  four  pages  are  dedicated  to  tlie  acidum 
aceticum,  and  contain  a  jumble  of  about  seven  furtnuiitt 
in  which  it  is  difiicult  to  guess  whether  a  distilled  viitt^ar 
or  a  concentrated  acetic  acid  is  to  be  produced ;  the  last 
seems  very  obscure;  pure  vinegar  to  be  distilled  from 
manganese  to  form  a  concentrated  acid.  ^ 

Under  the  denomination  of  oxyda  metallica  are  ranked 
the  teoria  meiallorum;  and,  one  would  also  suppose,  the 
metallic  carbonates;  for  witii  oxydum  ferri  iutcum  and  J'ui^ 
cam  the  author  classes  both  crocus  n^artis  adstringens  mi 
apcritfis. 

With  oxydum  hydrarg.  ?ngr,  our  hydrarg.  cum  creta  if 
placed,  and  mercurius  giiminosus  \s  also  added.  Omx  htjdr, 
t/iur.  mitis  is  out  of  iu  place,  and  appears  as  if  prepared 

bv  tndtimi. 

CarOu/tfi  ^  and  oryrfum  zuici  arc  con  founded  both  in  this 
pharniaoupcKi^i  and  that  of  the  Ediubureh  College;  these 
crc  synonymi/'  (I  with  very  crude  articles^  such  as  lapi$ 
tulia\  lapis  caiaiimt,  purijicatus,  S>'c. 

In  this  IMiarmacopojia  the  word  stibium  is  used  throucrh- 
out  tor  antimonium.  Many  of  the  preparations  from  \\\\% 
metal  are  incorrecily  and  very  carelessly  detailed.  Tartris 
stibii  owe  would  naturally  conclude  to  be  the  exact  paral- 
lel to  tartris  a/ttimonii  of  Fluirm.  Eilmb.  but  it  is  certainly 
not  so,  tor  the  lornier  is  composed  \vuli  arid  of  tartar 
only,  afi'^i  latter  with  cream,  of  tartar,  or,  agreeably  to 
file  ephemeral  jaigoo,  the  super-tarliite  of  potash,  far 
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the  author^  in  his  namet  has  acted  consistently.  There 
ho\rever>  another  preparation  admitted,  which  is  analogous 
to  that  of  the  Edinburgh  Dispensatory^  the  emetic  tartar 
of  fonner  date,  and  is  caiicd  tartaris  potatsa  9iiOiaht$i 
though^  to  sliew  the  versatility  of  the  new  diction^  another 
preparation^  ib  which  oxyd  of  iron  enters^  and  is  in  all 
respects  analogous,  is  called  tartris  Jerri  cum  potassa. 
This,  it  may  be  insisted  on,  implies  tarrrite  of  iron  merely 
vtixed  with  some  potash,  and  not  a  chtmical  union  of  three 
things.  The  bame  observation  may  be  applied  to  other 
similar JormulcL,  such  as  oxifdum  stihii  nun  pota^nij  for  it 
is  at  best  very  ainbiguou:>^  since  cum  may  signily  cither 
M'ith  or  by  mcaiu  of. 

The  phm  oi  the  London  Colicqc,  though  chosen  per- 
haps inadvertently,  seems  bitter  adopted  to  express  a 
compound  containing  cream  of  tartar.  Natron  tartarisa^ 
turn,  antimon.  tartm  i  ntum,  See.  miglit  very  well  serve 
the  present  purpose,  as  tripU  compounds.  As  hinnrj/  pre- 
parations,  we  might  say  tartriSf  or  tartras  (for  this  is  also 
stil!  indetermined)  soda*,  or  tartris  antimonii,  to  shew  that 
the  ucul  or"  tartar  only  is  employed. 

•  Two  iiu-iiiuus  arc  prescribed  to  make  an  oxyd  of  anti- 
mony (the  pulvis  algorothi),  and  detailed  with  as  much 
nppearaiiee  oi  precision,  and  under  two  distinct  heads,  as 
ii  there  was  no  similitude  between  them,  being  separaicd 
by  three  or  four  oxhur  formu I (C.  One  is  oxydum  atihii  nl- 
hunij  the  other  the  same  with  pracijnlatum  added.  In  the 
first,  it  is  one  part  of  muriate  of  antimony  to  six  or  eight 
of  distilled  water;  in  the  second  there  is  a  quantum  placet 
to  a  quantum  opus.  These  and  many  such  proofs  may  be 
found  in  this  dispensatory,  that  shew  great  carelessness 
and  the  slovenly  want  of  attention  that  seems  so  generally 
to  |irevail.  Indeed^  a  freauent  occurrence  of  a  quantum 
Mati$,  placet,  or  opus,  has  out  at  best  a  very  awkward  ap- 
pearance ;  and  must  always  give  one  an  idea  of  a  closet^ 
experiment* 

By  recent  experiments  it  has  been  proved^  that  animal 
ho^if  that  of  quadrupeds  in  particular,  contains  magnesia  ; 
how  far  this  may  intiuencc  the  nomenclature  of  our  pulvis 
antimonialis,  or  of  the  improvement,  the  phosphas  calcis 
siihiata^,  I  cannot  determine.  It  is  obvious,  that  not  one 
of  the  modern  Pharmacopcsias  contains  a  prescription  for 
pure  phosphate  of  lime;  perhaps  it  may  be  unnecessary ; — 
there  has  been,  however,  no  attempt  to  try  ;  and  when  it 
has  b^eq  eiTec^ed,  we  mil  it  be  taught  how  it  is  to  hu  stiii- 
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uUd  and  become,  as  iu  Ph.  Edinb,  ox^dum  aiiiimoiAU 
tujn  phosphate  culcis. 

Under  the  title  alcokola  aromatUata,  the  list  of  synonyma 
include  what  were  formeily  .spiritus  itiliatitii,  aqmt  spirt" 
tuosit,  viMM,  and  of  course,  the  spiritus  aaisi,  6cc.  of  the 
London  and  Edinburgh  dispensaturiest.  Nothing  can  be 
more  improper  than  this  list;  it  had  better  have  been 
omitted  entirely ;  for  it  h  worthy  of  remark,  all  the  aicohoia 
are  to  be  made  with  rectijitd  spirit ;  and  all  the  tynon^ma 
arc  composed  with  proo/*  spirit  of  wtne«  To  complete  thU 
part  of  the  work>  aicohoi  campKoratum  stands  first  in  the 
iist|  though  the  formula  is  inserted  elsewhere. 

Amongst  a  list  of  aqu0i  mineratn  are  the  a(^aa  laryt^t 
and'a^aia  taleu,  I  should  seriously  hope  a  poison  of  such 
energy  as  barytic  Htw^waitr  laay  never  be  suffered  to  bold 
such  a  denomination  as  a  minimi  water  in  the  general  ac- 
ceptation of  this  title.  If  a  mineral  water  be  made  artifi* 
eially,  it  is  merely  with  a. view  to  imitate  N4i/itl-e ;  audit 
knay  be  boldly  asserted,  that  nature  never  produced  an 
aqueous  solution  either  of  lime  or  beryteS.  Moreover, 
mineral  waters,  if  nut  drank  always  as  a  eommon  beve- 
rage, are  generally  taken  more  in  an  ad  ii^Uum  way  tbaa 
pbe  would  dare  to  give  this  a^na  baryta, 

if  acidum  eitHcum,  or  osaitcum,  be  approved,  we  should 
by  analogy  adopt  tartarku^,  and  not  tartarosum; — the 
Same  observation  may  be  applied  to  citrus  and  oxalas, 
Irhieh  may  very  fairly  include  tartras  in  place  of  tarlris. 

There  is  a  S</^'s  soda  sulfur  aim,  but  no  formula  annexed 
to  it !  the  source  from  which  this  is  obttiiaed  proves  it 
must  be  an  extremely  Vague  preparation,  siiiillar  to  Bit- 
noben,  or  to  some  such  trash,  and  very  unworthy  a  place 
IP  any  dispensatory. 

In  more  places  tli;ui  oxie,  sulfuratcd  hydrogen  is  render- 
ed simplv  ^x^^~  fn/(!i  lU  UiV ;  and  in  the  second  process  for 
hydro'^ulfurttnm  amnwnict  there  seems  a  mattriul  oiuissioii : 
an  acid  is  generally  required  to  be  added  to  sullum  of 
potash,  to  diseneaore  more  efl'eriaally  this  gas.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  decide  exactly  the  author's  urthogr;iphy  of  sm/- 

{hur,  wiiether  he  |)r.  ters  it  with  pA,  or  an ^  oiilyi  perhaps 
may  have  caugia  the  contagion,  aud,  confessing  the 
f fleet  it  has,  may  also  use  both. 

A  solution  of  potubk  iu  :?iiter  has  noih lug  to  distinguish 
it  itom  one  of  tlie  most  putcut  caustics  we  possess.  In 
fills  volume,  potassa  is  lollowcd  by  its  stippoMcil  f^t^nont/mfj, 
In  which  are  afjua  kuU  puri,  aqu.  lixiw  cau^ltc.  and  a  U  w 
to9/e  ©f  liquid  nikali,   lu  the  prcatiii  bute,  of  science, 
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.pr){a^<a  stanflini:^  alone,  must  denote  what  the  author  doci) 
tiot  mean  to  express,  a  .fo/Zc?  simple  substance.  'I'lje  danger 
iDiL^ht  very  easily  have  been  obviated,  potassa  flrywosa,  or 
.  tu/ftta,  could  not  have  lengthened  it  too  much,  in  a  work 
where  the  leni^tb  of  names  have  not  beeu  measured  too 
ipariiigly. 

I'Voui  the  second  process  to  prepare  hai  i/tn,  one  w  ould 
imairine,  hy  the  '*  undo  acidum  nitrieuni  fugatur,"  that 
liit!ie  acid  i^  not  decomposed  hut  evolved  entire,  and 
liii^lit  be  saved  :  this,  however,  is  known  to  he  otherwise; 
and  that  the  acid  is  destroyed,  the  nitiogene  and  o.xygene 
being  extricated. 

In  pilula  hydrrtr^ifTty  T  cannot  discover  whether  each 
pill  is  to  contain  four  ;jraii;i  of  the  oii/d  of  mercury,  ov 
four  grains  of  the  whoU  :  if  the  former  be  meant.  //V///f 
pilu/ce  quindci  iiiL  would  have  made  it  perspicuous  ;  but  if  it 
be  the  iim&$f  the  prescription  is  very  vague,  and  wants 
precision,  i  may  here  add,  that  unless  muriate,  acetate, 
photiph/ite,  and  the  tartrllc  of  mercury  be  equivalent  to 
each  other  \n  strength,  all  that  baa  been  wiitten  respecting 
this  pill  the  author  should  revise. 

Acidum  sulphuricum  is  accompanied  by  some  ingtnic- 
lions  to  purify  it^  which,  if  I  mistake  not>  may  render  ii 
very  unfit  for  many  purposes.  The  author  says,  ^'  Si  hete* 
rogeneis  inquinatuih  sitj  ex  retorta  vitrea  vel  Jerrea  destil- 
lari  debet*  hcJ*  I  should  suppose  sulphuric  acid  cannot 
be  rendered  pure  if  it  be  drawn  from  au  iron  retort ;  it 
must  be  highly  contaminated  by  sxdpkarom  acid  \  its  spe- 
cific gravity  much  lessened^  and  part  of  the  acid  lost  in 
forming  sulphate  of  iron*  by  abrading  the  retort. 

There  is  a  singular  nota  bate  attached  to  the  formula 
for  acidum  tdtricum  concentratum.  In  order  to  purify  thi^ 
acid*  so  very  essential  to  many  of  the  most  important  ope- 
rations in  chemistry*  which  require  it  not  only  strong  but 
pure ;  the  author  directs  the  usual  stale  method,  to  drop 
in  nitrate  of  silver  to  separate  muriatic  acid.  This  we 
know  will  produce  the  effect,  but  requires  great  address  to 
leave  no  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  acid*  which*  by  the  way^ 
is  ntvcT  strengthened  by  this  addition. 

'j'he  next  task  to  be  performed  is,  to  drop  into  the  same 
acid  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  ha n/ies^  and  this  we  are  ad- 
vised to  continue,  ^'  donee  nihil  amplim  prtfcipitetur"-^ 
JioW  this  1  athrm  to  be  a  complete  closet-experiment*  or 
that  the  whole  must  have  been  penned  and  built  upon 
theory*  had  the  author  been  possessed  of  a  few  ])raetical 
prt^cof^uUa,  he  must  have  kuown  better.    Most  of  our 
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systemal'ic  books  Wnvt  rotailod  the  same  trirc  experiment; 
aTid,l)y  trusting  lu  ^uuac  ut  ibebc,  our  auUiui  lias  probably 
been  deceived. 

Tiicfc  never  can  exist  any  nitrous,  or  nitric  acid,  iiow- 
ever  pure,  und  even  when  perfectly  freed  Iruui  feiul(jliLiric 
acid,  in  which  nitrate  of  barytes  does  not  precipitate ;  and 
this  precipitation  will  continue  as  long  as  wc  keep  adding, 
till  mach  more  of  the  solutioa  has  been  used  than  the 
qoantity  of  acid  it  is  meant  ta  purify. 

Besides  this,  would  it  nut  be  highly  absurd  to  add  con- 
eemintum  to  an  acid^  into  which  so  much  water  had  heea 
thrown  ? 

That  the  muriate  of  barytes  is  also  equally  insoluble  in 
muriatic  acid,  was,  I  have  reason, to  believe^  first  discovered 
by  myself:  both  this  and  the  above  fact  respecting  the 
nitrate,  with  some  other  peculiarities  of  barytes^  have  aU 
ready  been  communicatea  to  the  public,  through  the  me« 
dium  of  the  Philosoph.  Magazine. 

Some  modern  Pharmacopoeias  have  certainly  been  com* 
piled  under  a  most  baneful  ii\Buence  of  innovation,  and  a 
strong  propensity  to  instability^  veering  rapidly  from  ooe 
point  or  nomenclature  to  another;  neither  knowing  where 
to  stop  nor  where  to  begin. 

It  must  generally  be  acknowledged^  that  even  a  trifling 
change  in  any  pharmaceutic  composition,  whether  it  be 
in  the  name,  process,  or  the  proportions  of  its  constituent 
materials^  must,  for  the  most  part,  be  attended  with  at 
least  some  inconvenience,  if  nut  danger.  These  must  oF 
course  be  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  such 
compound  :  thus,  when  mcrcurj/f  opium,  or  antimony  forms 
the  predominant  article,  we  should  be  more  scrupulous  to 
admit  any  deviation,  than  where  Jess  significant  iugre* 
dieotji  are  employed. 

I  do  not  wish  to  he  nnd«'r^tuod,      Imving  given  a  d<> - 
ri>ion  upon  all  cases  of  disparity  that  occur  in  modern 
Pliarinaeopanas ;  nor  to  ]>e  considered  as  opposing  tin* 
new  iioineru'larure  iu  toto.    'J'liat  tliere  is  much  eontiKiatt"^ 
in  the  pre^^ent  huiLTuage  ;  that  it  is  fU'ien  perverted;  of((  ti^ 
inconsistent  v/it!i  itself;  full  of  ambiguities  ;  veiv  ii;a;!i^ 
minte  to  ilic  pMi{)Oses  of  jdmrmacy;  and  evidcntiv,  tixmi 
irhat  has  l)»'eii  said,  perplexing  to  the  jdiarmacopoii^t,  are 
palpable  trutli^,  e«»nliiiiied  l)y  daily  experience. 

Tnii'arrantnble  innovation  .  and  nniltilorm  titles  are  very 
in 'oiiipaf  il)lc  with  true  bcienee,  and  oie^ht  to  he  univcr- 
;al!v  exf' niid  resisted.  The  lengtii  ot'  some  titles  i* 
prepostcrviis  beyond  all  bounds.    Can  we  obtain  an  oil 
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from  nny  other  part  of  ihe  fntif  of  the  orange  tree,  that  W€? 
niiist  be  constrained  to  sa}-,  Ohum  volatile  corticis jfUivi 
tnni-aurautii  ^  Is  there  so  much  danger  in  retaininj^  the 
kermts  minerals  as  to  hare  recourse  to  oxifdum  stibii  kydn^ 
sulj'uratum  rubro-fuscnm  9 

i  do  not  profess  to  be  one  of  those  vho  look  forvard  to, 
«n4  are  constantly  endeavouring  to  ctdtWate,  a  kind  of 
iintcal  perfection  in  nomenclature :  my  opposition  arises 
from  more  pure  motives.  Mjr  humble  opposition  is  found* 
ed  on  a  strong  desire  to  stem  this  torrent  of  novelty ;  to 
lessen  a  number  of  notorious  and  dangerous  blunders ;  to 
discourage  subsultory  editions  of  national  pharmacy,  while 
.  l^e' storm  of  innovation  continues;  and  to  advise  those 
whom  it  most'  ooncems^  «»ither  to  retrace  n  great  deal,  if 
liot  the  whole,  of  what  has  lately  been  promulgated^  or 
rest  on  their  oars  (i)l  they  can  proceed  with  more  satety 
and  more  propriety.      )  i|m,  &Ct 

J,  HUMR 

Jjong  Acre^  JwM  14^  tSMt 


To  tht  Editors  of  ihc  Medical  and  PhysicalJournal. 

I  Was  much  pleased  with  the  communications  respecting 
Gout  in  your  Journal,  but  am  very  sorry  for  the  unlucky 
turn  they  have  Utcly  taken.  On  this  a^ccount  many  may 
doubt  the  propriety  of  further  agitating  the  question.  I 
am  of  opiiiiou,  however,  that  the  subject  is  too  important 
to  be  so  dismissed,  and  that  it  presents  a  wide  field  for  the 
exertion  of  ingenuity ;  nor  do  I  see  why  it  may  not  bo 
discussed  without  animosity. 

Your  sensible  and  facetious  correspondent^  a  Constant 
Jleader,  has«  i  think^  properl}'  coumerbai^nced  the  hyper^ 
bolic  praises  of  the  mdiscvi minute  use  of  cold  water  tQ 
parts  labouring  under  gouty  inflammation  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that,  as  he  seems  capable^  he  has  not  attempted 
to  draw  the  line>  and  fix  the  limits,  to  which  the  abstract 
tion  of  heat  from  such  parts  may  with  safety  i^nd  proprietjf 
be  carried. 

"  That  the  ^out  is  exchmvely  an  mftnmmatorif  affection 
of  the  ligamentous  and  tendinom  structure,  that  it  h  merely 
local  and  unknown  as  a  cor^^UuOotiai  CQmflamt^  i^c"  is  hu 
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opinion  t\irit  I  think  with  you,  GciiUeuicii,  "  mil  picet  uith 
gmcral  opposil  i m." 

h  doe:4  »itu,  I  liuiik,  admit  of  doubt  that  the  innamma- 
lion  of  gout  is  as  spccitic,  that  is,  as  much  mi  generis  as 
that  of  scrophula,  syphilis,  or  cancer ;  nor  do  J  think  it 
requires  the  power  of  divination  to  predict  the  fate  of  4 
theory  supported  on  the  above,  I  will  ventare  to  sa^  mis- 
taken, opmioD.  The  spiirious  itft'handed  tnilamination  of 
erysipelas  is  very  analogous  to  that  which  takes  place  in 
gout,  and  every  practitioner  most  have  met  with  cases  of 
erysipelas,  which  'have  reqaired  the  extremes  of  opposite 
practice^  in  proportion  as  the  affection  has  occurred  to  a 
strong  and  viaorons,  or  a  broken  and  debilitated  constitu- 
tion ;  and  as  the  head  or  the  extremities  may  have  been 
the  subject  of  the  attack.  One  plan  of  treatment  cannot 
be  made  applicable  under  all  the  varying  circumstances  of 
ttjfjf  disease ;  and  least  of  all  in  such  a  one  as  the  gout, 
which  appears  under  such  a  variety  of  forms  as  to  nave 
given  rise  to  so  many  different  appellations^  ns  aionict  ret 
troccdent,  misplaeedt  Sfc*  Almost  everj  particular  case  of 
this  disease  is  an  exception  from  a  general  rulc>  and  con-r 
sequentlj  will  require  its  appropriate  mode  of  treatment. 

For  your  number  for  October,  1 80*2,  I  sent  you  n  paper 
on  the  snl^ct  of  this  disease,  which  had  then  occupied  for 
several  years,  and  still  continues  to  occnpy,  a  considerable 
portion  of  my  attention.    On  that  occasion  I  alluded  to 
diminished  temperature,  ^v!:ich  has  ever  made  a  consider- 
able part  of  rny  practice  in  the  lii'^i  attaeks  of  t!ic  G:out, 
and  to  the  vonn^er  part  ni'  my  patients,  vvlif-re  t!ic  con- 
stitution and  aetivity  of  tiie  vascular  systein  have  been 
Tigorons.    Ou  the  contrary,  experience  warrants-  mc  in 
declaring,  that  an  opjiosite  treiiiment  is  neccssarv  in  the 
cases  of  old  debilitated  habits,  where  the  powers  of  life  are 
languid,  and  the  excitation  of  lieat  small.    In  such  cases, 
instead  of  interfering  with  the  regular  formation  of  the 
paroxysm  on  the  extremities  by  the  indiscriniinate  ah- 
siractjon  of  heat,  every  mean  ought  to  be  used  to  establish 
u  there  by  iuch  applications  as  not  only  tend  to  retain,  but 
even  in  many  cases  to  increase  the  tjuantnni  of  heat  in 
sjjf  li  parts.    And  this  is  done  with  the  view  <»f  preventing 
p.i.'  fs  of  more  c<'n.->eq'jLnee  from  beini::  attacked,  ntjt  hv  ;i 
fcarj^Iation  of  matter,  but  in  cpnsecjncnce  of  tiiar.  spt'cific 
Aijfxtd  >tatc  of  the  parts,  uhich  constitutes  tiu-  i<outy 
diathrsis,  and  which,  in  niy  opinion  at  least,  render^  theni 
ifnapable  of  resisting  the  increased  action  of  tlie  vesi^dg 
muiQ  tiom  uervous  irritability.   Though  1  do  nai  deny 
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that  many  younff  peraons,  in  whom  the  gouty  inflamma- 
Iron  (though  widely  difterent)  approximates  nearest  to  the 
common  phlegmonous,  may  not  only  with  impunity  plunge 
their  feet  into  cold  water  during  a  paroxysm  of  the  disease, 
but  even  that  they  may  frequently  oe  reheved  by  doing  so ; 
yet  this  I  strenuously  contend  tor,  that  it  is  a  practice 
fraught  with  mischief,  if  persisted  in  for  a  course  of  years, 
for,  by  accumulating  the  susceptibility  of  the  parts,  this 
practice  in  the  first  place  not  only  renders  the  recurrence 
of  the  pnroxysms  more  frequent,  but  aubsequently  Kiys 
tbe  foundation  of  obstructions  at  an  earlier  period  than 
would  otherwise  take  place  under  a  treatment  that  keeps 
tbe  exhalents  and  absorbents  of  the  parts  in  a  state  of 
greater  freedom  and  activity. 

As  1  have  little  leisure,  1  shall  not  enter  farther  at  present 
into  speculations  on  tbe  subject ;  but  after  proposing  to 
your  ingenious  correspondents  the  following  questions 
Toward-;  a  philosophical  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
|)led*^iug  myself  occasionally  to  takn  part  in  a  liberal  dis- 
cussion of  them,  I  sliall  proceed  to  state  a  few. practical 
observations  on  the  treatm^Mit  of  the  diseasr'. 

First,  I  would  ask  the  cause  of  animal  heat  m  ne- 
ral  f  Secondly,  The  cause  ol  the  morbid  excitation  ot  it  iii 
a  paroxysm  of  gout  in  particular  ?  and  Thirdly,  Whether 
it  be  the  cause  or  consequence  of  the  paroxysm  ^ 

Though  lor  the  reasons  above  assic^ned,  1  am  unfriendly 
to  the  application  of  cold  water  in  a  fit  of  the  gout  ;  on  the- 
other  hnnci,  [  am  no  k?:>  so  to  the  common  mode  ot  wrap- 
ping up  liic  part  in  several  folds  oi  tlannel.  The  true  line 
of  practice,  as  is  usual  in  analogous  cases,  wiil  be  found 
<»oinc\vh(Me  liciwfcii  these  two  points;  varyinjir  according 
lu  the  poi-uhar  slate  of  the  patirnt.  A  cerianL  ilegree  of 
heat  is  necessary  tf»  induce  perspiration,  which  is  generally 
nihnved  essential  in  ])romoting  the  most  favourable  solu- 
liuo  ot*  the  paroxysm.  We  equally  miss  the  true  perspira- 
ble point,  by  covering  the  parts  with  many  folds  of  flannel, 
and  by  immersing  them  in  cold  water.  By  the  first  we  add 
greatly  and  unnecessarily  to  the  present  torments^  and 
subsequent  debility  of  the  patient;  by  the  latter  we  do  do 
more  than  for  the  present  almost  extinguish  the  fire^  by 
adding  fuel  hereafter  to  increase  its  heat. 

As 'the  gout  appears  to  me  a  general  and  not  a  local 
di«eiise,  it  follows  that  I  cannot  approve  of  local  applica- 
tions only  for  curing  or  preventing  its  paroxysms.  Local 
applications  ought  to  go  hand  in  band  with  general  ones; 
atid  of  the  latter^  geatie  saline  aperienta  and  diaphoretics, 
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I  Have  uniformly  found  the  best.    I  do  nut  believe  that 
hemlock,  which  i  have  seen  used  lefx  atedly,  and  the  otlu  r 
narcotics,  are  entitled  to  the  encoiuiums  lately  bestowed 
on  them.    In  treru  ral,  I  find  the  best  effects  iVom  doing 
•omething  more  than  obviaLing  costiveness  with  repeated 
doses  of  magnesia  vitriolata  and  magnesia  nibu  m  popptr- 
filint  water,  carefully  avoiding  all  irritaLiun  by  carrying  it 
•10  far  as  to  purge,  unless  the  excitement  and  heat  of  the 
system  be  very  inordinate  indeed.   A  grain  or  a  grain  and 
a  half  of  ipecacuanha  ever  J  six  or  eight  hoars>  answers  well 
as  a  diaphoretic.  The  temperature  of  the  room  and  bed 
desenres  much  attention,  as  the  excitement  and  generation 
of  faeat^  except  as  before  stated  in  persons  in  the  last  stage 
of  life*  require  to  be  reduced  Taiher  than  increased* 

Sudden  transitions  from  heat  to  cold,  or  cold  to  heat, 
Mgfat  equally  to  be  avoided;  and  all  changes  of  this  na^ 
tare  should  be  brought  abont  in  the  most  gradual  manner. 
Tlie  simple  expansive  power  of  heat  is  generally  known* 
The  mischief  which  mnst  result  from  the  sodden  and  alter- 
Date  dilatations  and  contractions  of  the  minute  vessels  of  a 
part  may  be  easily  conceived. 

With  regard  to  external  applications,  none  out  of  the 
many*  which  £  have  tried,  have  proved  so  generally 
effectual  as  steam,  and  occasionally  confining  the  part  for 
awhile  in  a  rarer  atmosphere.  1  state  this  as  a  fact,  the 
result  of  much  experience ;  and  apprehend,  that  this  mode 
of  treatment  anticipates  the  tedious  strnggle  which  the 
parts  affected  must  otherwise  undergo,  and  disposes  them 
to  part  with  their  heat,  when  excessive,  more  easily  after- 
wards. This  treatment  not  only  has  the  happiest  effects 
on  tire  paroxysms  while  present,  but  renders  subsequent 
ones  more  mild,  and  much  protracts  the  intervals  between 
them:  and  this  in  proportion  to  the  prude  ni  adnnnistration 
of  it.  1  am  mu<  li  gratified  in  having  possessed  so  much 
ot' the  (diibdence  o^  manv  judicious  persons  as  to  have 
eri;il)!f  (i  tnc  to  convince  them  of  this  truth;  and  I  nin  little 
»«ai(  i!<uis  about  ofbcrfR,  ulio  imafrinc  tliat  btcausc  li)cv  are 
not  com[>letely  cur* d  ot  the  gout  by  two  or  three  applica- 
tions, tliev  have  i^iven  the  plnn  a  snflicient  trial  I? 

I  have  several  patu  nts,  who  have  by  a  steady  n-e  of  the 
Air-pump  vapour-hath  every  other  or  third  day  lor  a  uiunth 
at  one  time,  and  attcruards  twice  a  week  for  the  same 
periofi,  and  then  by  occasional  a[)prieati<)n^,  peili.ijjs  once 
or  twice  a  month,  have  now  hem  iree  Irom  all  appearance 
of  gout  fur  the-  last  two  years,  and  have  uol  uuly  enjoyed 
(No.  6j.)  A^'  bciicr 
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general  healthy  but  have  been  competent  to  far* 
more  exertion  than  they  had  been  for  the  two  preceding 

years. 

[  beg  leave  to  enclose  yon  a  letter  of  Dr.  Stenhouse  of. 
JBdinburehy  which  1  trust  you  will  think  deserving  a  place  . 
in  your  Journal:  and  1  liope  its  having  appeared  in  the 
Edinburgh  Couraut  of  the  9th  of  January  last^  will  not 
operate  as  an  ohjection. 

"  I  have  heretofore  given  some  conimunications  on  the 
eflfecta  of  ginger  in  ibe  gout;  nnd^  aithough  I  have  re^ 
ceived  much  relief  in  tlie  painful  stage  of  that  disorder^, 
by  the  daily  use  of  it  for  these  three  years  past,  yet  the. 
debility  that  followed  was  not  less  tedious;  so  that  1  con- 
tinued ray  pursuit  of  something  more  efficacious,  which  I 
am  hopeful  I  have  at  last  found,  and  which  I  consider  to 
be  a  duty  to  promulgate.  Mucli  have  1  thought  for  these 
eighteen  years,  and  many  an  unintelligibh'  page  have  I 
read  uf)on  this  subject — hwi  to  come  to  ilic  present  ques- • 
tion,  since  I  am  riot  writing  a  hook.  In  the  month  of 
April  last,  a  publication  was  put  into  my  hand,  which  had 
escaped  n\y  notice^  by  a  judicious  acquaintance,  to  whom 
I  am  mui  h  obiigi'(l,  entitled,  *'  Fact^  and  Observations  re- 
sj>ecLing  ilie  Air-pump  \  apour-iiath,  in  Gout,  lUu  umalism, 
Palsy,  and  otlicr  di;>ur(iers,  by  Ralph  Blcgborougii,  M.  D. 
iMi^ml  er  of  th\i  Koyal  College  of  Surgeons,  London;" — 
which  apparatus,  if  it  has  all  the  cfleets  ascribed  to  it, 
should  be  in  every  hospital  and  neighbourhood. — I  was 
much  pleaded  with  the  successful  operation  of  this  appara- 
tus, bt  cauiC  it  coidiruKd  an  opinion  I  fiave  long  enter- 
tertained,  of  the  imauJiate  cause  oi  a  pan^xysm  of  the 
gout,  for  of  the  mnit  1  am  only  s>pcakinLr,  that  I  was  de- 
termined to  try  the  experiment  on  myseii  ilu'  first  of)por- 
tuuity,  though  on  a  more  simple  scale;  my  opiaiua  wiii  be 
elucidated  by  the  followin^^  remarks  and  experiments. 

''The  immediate  cause  oi  all  acute  pain  1  take  to  be  either  , 
irriiatioH  or  ob$(rncihn  ;  the  latter  is  surely  the  immediate 
cause  of  a  gouty  paroxysm.  To  trace  causes  to  their  ele- 
ments is  but  an  uncertain  pursuit^  and  cannot  be  attempt- 
ed here.  That  this  obstruction  takes  place  in  the  minute 
branches  of  the  arteries,  I  bold  to  be  true ;  nor  do  1  see 
any  phenomenon  in  a  fit  of  the  gout«  but  what  may  be  ac* 
counted  for  by  this  hypothesis*  It  will  be  easy  to  se€ 
that  for  the  present  I  deny  the  existence  of  gouty  mattery 
Dor  do  I  consider  the  earthy  concretions  formed  in  the 
joiats,  .after  repeated  severe  attacks,  to  be  a  proof  of  tbt^, 

since 
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since  die  same  phenomenon  may  be  produced  from  the 
blood  init  of  the  body  by  a  similar  process.  It  is  remark- 
able, tiiat  tiicHigh  mucli  lias  been  w  ritten  on  tills  subject, 
80  liiile  has  been  attem[)tr(|,  either  to  j>revf  lU  the  gei^e- 
Taiiug  this  disease,  or  mitiLcaiiiig  tlie  viulenec  of  its  pa- 
ruxysms.  The  reason  of  this  I  take  to  have  been  a  sup- 
po>itlon  that  there  was  soinelliing  deleterious  in  the  <d)- 
stnu  d  matter,  and  that  it  was  nnsate  either  to  prevent 
tlic  tu,  or  tamper  with  the  parts  all'eeted  ;  of  this  prejudice  . 
I  have  had  inv  share  until  witliin  tht  ^e  three  years.  There 
is  a  prevaienL  opmiun  [  know,  with  iho^c  utiaecjuainterl  with 
the  laws  of  the  eireidalifwi  of  the  blood,  that  there  are  appli- 
cations, very  iin[)iopeiiy  called  repellants,  which  may  drive 
back  the  gouty  uiatter;  but  1  tell  my  gouty  readers,  there 
is  no  operation  can  take  place  in  the  animal  system  in  this 
sense;  in  Hnc,  there  can  be  nu  repellants,  nor  discutients, 
wia  ru  there  are  no  absorbents;  hut  my  readers  must  be 
caulious  how  they  counteract  the  intensions  of  nature,  or,  if  • 
they  must  use  the  word,  they  must  beware  that  by  im- 
proper applications  they  do  not  repel  the  disposition  of  the 
system  to  produce  a  paroxysm,  and  thereby  send  It  to  some  ' 
mone  vital  pait^  which  happened  to  myself  the  fint  symp* 
torn  I  had  of  this  disease. 

^  I  come  now  to  describe  practice  uporf  myself.  1 
hare  already  said^  I  took  the  hint  from  the  Air-pump  va« 
fiour^ba^  eight  or  nine  months  ago.  The  end  of  Septem- 
ner  last  I  was  attached  in  my  right  hand^  but  being  in  the 
conntry^  I  could  not  put  my  intentions  in  practice  until  I  * 
oaoie  home ;  by  tliis  time  t:'e  fit  had  acquired  its  last  stage 
both  in  pain  and  swelling.  I  then  got  a  common  tureen  half 
iiillof  boiling  water;  I  laid  my  hand  across^  and  covered 
it  all  over  with*  some  folds  of  flannel;  but  presently  the 
aiean  was  so  hot,  that  1  was  obliged  to  reduce  the  heat  of 
tke  wat«r>  so  as  to  he  able  to  bear  the  steam.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  pain  abated,  and  in  about  twenty-fivif  mmutes 
1  was  perfectly  free  from  pain  ;  and  as  the  steam  became 
to  cold  as  to  be  no  longer  useful^  I  dried  my  hand  and 
wript  it  up  in  flannel,  and»  had  it  not  been  for  the  swelline^ 
I  could  have  used  it  as  well  as  if  nothing  bad  happened. 
About  this  time  my  rii^ht  foot  began  to  give  me  some  symp« 
lams  of  an  attack;  I  allowed  it  to  proceed  for  about 
£4  bourSf  until  I  was  convinced  it  was  to  be  a  real  fit.  ( 
then  got  a  pail  with  two  handles,  and  from  the  handles 
Isnspended  a  tow(  l  to  rest  my  heel  upon;  I  then  filled  the 
psa  with  boiling  water,  so  full  a?»  not  to  toueli  njy  heel, 
aid  corered  it  ovcf  with  several  folds  of  iiaanei  fur  about 
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half  an  hour,  as  in  the  first  experiment ;  I  dried  my  foof# 
r  and  wrapped  it  up  in  flannel;  I  was  perfectly  free  from 
pain,  ancf  walked  .about  the  room  as  usual,  i  repeated 
this  immersion  five  or  six  times  lliis  day  and  the  follow- 
ing,  since  when  1  l;ave  had  no  complaint  in  niy  foot;  but 
as  I  harl  only  once  immersed  my  liiind  in  steam,  in  two 
days  flic  paiu  returned^  a«;  if  the  obstruction  had  not  been 
perfccily  remov*  d.  I  hiul  iccoinsc  to  the  steam  again, 
which  L  repeated  two  or  three  limes.  I  have  waited  thus 
lonu  10  give  a  fair  tnal  to  its  eli'-cfs.  I  am  still  alive,  and 
have  been  in  good  health  ever  since,  though  at  the  border 
of  seventy. 

May  i  not  fairly  say,  that  here  are  two  experiments, 
and  wFiat  is  more,  at  difTt  rt ni  .>t.iL^is  of  the  paroxysms, 
which  have  been  suiuessiiil  in  removing  the  iiaiiiediate 
Cause,  "which  1  consider  to  he  obstruction  only,  by  the  re- 
laxing qii.tliiy  of  the  steam,  <»r,  wliaL  is  the  same  thin^ 
diminislnmr  the  picsaure  ot  the  coiiiujon  atmosphere.  I'i- 
I  nally,  1  sfujll  continue  the  ginger  daily,  and  repeat  iliC 
Vapour  baih  when  necessary  ;  and  if  cilhcr  stomach  ot 
bowels,  or  other  vi^scera,  should  be  attacked,  1  shall  im- 
sierse  my  whole  body  in  a  hogshead  of  steam.  To  pre- 
vent the  frequent  return  of  the  paroxysms^  I  live  ftbstetDr* 
ousfy,  being  certain  that,  in  niy  case,  the  habit  of  body 
Letween  repletion  and  inanition  will  conduce  thereto ;  and 
such  a  state  will  be  the  most  likely  to  prevent  or  mitigate 
diseases  of  any  kmd*  If  what  has  been  said  and  done 
shall  be  thought  erroneous^  1  shall  kiss  the  rod  of  convic- 
tion." **  A.  Stenhouse." 

The  above  led  to  a  correspondence  between  Dr.  Sten- 
house and  myself;  the  following  1  copy  from  one  of  hia 
letters  received  tlie  other  day.  1  fancy  I  shall  shortly 
have  to  appear  again  in  print,  to  contradict  a  false  report^ 
namely,  that  1  hare  retracted  my  opinion  of  bot  vapoiUTj^ 
and  that  1  have  had  a  severe  relapse.** 

It  IS  beyond  every  thing  gratifying  to  me,  to  have  my 
endravours  approved  by  a  per^nn  so  well  quaViHed  by  edU" 
cation,  great  attention  'o  tlie  subject,  and  |>eri»onal  feeiil^ 
to  judge  of  tiie.n  as  Dr.  Stenhouse  must  be.  * 

i  trust,  <T%fntlenien,  tUese  observatioas  will  have  a  ten* 
dcucy  to  prove  that, 

•*  P-i  TTiu(iu!>  ni  r'  bus  ;  snnt  rerfl  dt  niquB  fines, 
Uuus  utu'a  citia^iiic:  iiei|uit  consbterc  ttcxmnj" 

i  am,  &e. 

Margaret  Street,  CmnMA  ^mre,  Juat  {A^  JM» 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  a  Swedish  Fossil,  in  which  a 
NEW  Earth  ecs  discovered.  Mr.  Jvjuai'BotUj  of 
Bcrlii^, 

The  iossil  which  makes  the  object  of  ilie  present  exa« 
ininatioii  is  found  in  tiie  mine  ol  Bastnfio>,  near  Riddar- 
h}tta,  in  the  Swedish  province  of  V\  e^imaimland.  The  Hrst 
descripuun  of  it  is  driven  by  Mr.  Cron>i'  rh  in  ilie  I  rauaac- 
tjonsot  the  Swedish  Aca<leiiiy  of  Scieiu «.  s,  1731,  where  he 
considers  it  as  a  species  of  iron  ort  .  which  lie  names 
Tungstein  ;  but  according  to  the  later  re^t  arches  of  D'El- 
hjar,  it  essentiaily  differs  from  the  true  Tungstone  or 
ficheele  ore,  and  contains, 

Lime  -------  54 

Iron    -    --  -..-04. 

biiiceous  earth  -   -   -   .  2C 

«.      ■  -  ■  

100 

To  the  authority  of  this  analysis  it  is  probably  owing, 
that  Mr.  KirwaD  refers  it  to  his  Ferricalcit.  The  fossil 
itself  has  a  crimson  colour  drawing  a  little  to  pink  brown, 
and  it  is  found  either  in'ns-sive  or  scattered  in  small  pieces; 
on  the  fresh  fracture  it  is  t'aintly  shining,  rather  a  little 
fatty,  and  splits  very  lint  ly.  The  fragments  are  angular 
and  shar[)  eciged;  it  is  n<>r  nansparent  and  make.s  a  greyish 
wi)ite  sireak;  its  powder  i!>  rcildiih  grey:  it  is  lialf  hard, 
biittle,  afid  in  a  high  ih  gree  heavy.  'JIk-  specific  weight 
is,  according  to  Cronstedt,  4,f)S8,  bat  alier  my  researches, 
4,6(3o.  In  aiiidysing  xhis  fussii  I  proceeded  iu  the  foilow- 
itig  manner. 

1.  1.  A  piece  of  the  fossil  l>eing  put  into  a  platina  cru- 
cihle  and  ignited  in  a  red  heat,  lost  nhout  two  per  cent,  of  its 
weight,  chaiiirtnLi:;  the  red  colour  into  brown. 

2.  One  huniired  plains  ot"  the  levi'_r:i?"<i  tos<il  were  ex- 
po^ed  in  a  plaiina  crucible  to  afetill  stronger  igniting  heat, 
whereby  the  powder  lost  live  grains  of  its  weighty  and 
became  dark  brown. 

If.  One  hundred  grains  were  mixed  with  two  hundred 
%TBm%  of  carbonated  kali,  and  ignited  in  a  platina  crucible. 
The  mLxlure  would  not  melt,  but  came  out  of  the  fire  as  a 
Wy  brittle  red  brown  mass,  which  was  triturated  and 
vasbed  with  boiling  water.  The  lixivial  liquor  passed 
tfaroogh  the  filtrum  without  colour,  .'tnd  it  remained  also 

clear/  00  being  aeutraiized  with  nitric  acld^  whM:h  showed 

?  d  -  that 
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that  the  fossil  contained  no  Scheele  oxyd.  No  trace  of  its 
containing  an  acid  could  likewise  be  discovered  hy  the 
.solutions  of  silver,  mercury,  lead,  iron,  or  barytes.  The 
powder  which  had  been  thus  sufficiently  edulcorated,  was 
digested  wi^h  nitric  acid,  and  after  the  siliceous  earth  had 
been  separated,  a  solution  of  caustic  kali  was  added,  and 
the  liquor  kept  boiling.  When  1  had  separated  tlie  alka* 
line  liquor  by  the  filtrum,  I  neutralized  ii  with  muriatic 
acid,  and  mixed  with  it  carbonated  kali,  but  no  precipita-' 
lion  or  turbidoess  ensued. 

UI.  1.  Two  hundred  grains  of  the  levigate4  fossil  were 
digested  in  the  boiling  heat  with  two  oucne?  of  muriatic 
He  id,  to  which  was  anerwards  added  one  ounce  of  nitric 
acid.  After  the  whole  quantity,  except  the  siliceous  earth, 
bad  been  dissolved,  the  Uqubr  was  filtriated,  and  the  re^ 
inaining  siliceous  earth  being  washed  anjt  ignited,  weighed 
^ixty-eicht  grains. 

2.  The  straw-yellow  solution  being  neutralised  by 
parbQuated  amoionia  till  it  became  no  more  turbid,  was 
mixed  with  succinate  of  ammonia,  and  every  time  this  was 
fidded  a  white  caseous  precipitation  was  occasioned^  which 
on  stirring  the  liauor  disappeared  again,  and  only  a  pale 

.  red  precipitate  of  succinate  of  iron  was  deposited.  The 
precipitation  of  the  last  substance  being  careful!^'  finishedf 

,  It  was  collected,  washed,  dried,  and  strongly  ignited;  The 
oxyd  of  iron  thus  obtained  weighed  nine  grains. 

3.  The  clear  solution,  after  being  entirely  freed  from 
iron  particles,  was  precipitated  b}^  carbonated  ammonia^ 
•whereby  no  disencagement  of  gas  took  place.  Tht  preci- 
pitate  being  collected,  edulcorated,  and  dried,  had  the  ap- 
prn ranee  of  a  loose  milk-white  powder  which  weighed  K»8 
urain<?.  Alter  it  had  been  deprived  of  the  earbonie  acid 
and  water,  it  appeared  with  a  cionamou  cokmr,  and  it^ 
weight  wn*;  now  10»)  trraiiis 

4.  The  lifjuoj s  ii>ud  for  the  cduleoriiiion  were  evaporated, 
and  the  ammoniaeal  neutral  salts  that  were  obtained,  be- 
inix  volatilised  at  a  moiU  rate  heat,  onl^  a  $mali  trace  of 
piiuiaiic  ueuUai  salt  was  left  behind.  ^ 

■ 

From  the  subsequent  examination  it  will  appear,  that 
the  earth,  whieh  makes  the  principal  constituent  of  that 

fossil,  essenfiallv  ditlers  from  any  of  the  known  earths  in 
sevtrai  properties,  on  wlncli  account!  eotif^idcr  it  as  a 
enith,  ov  an  e.-irth  of  its  own,  rmlcss  we  are  informed  of 
the  contrary  by  future  experiments.    The  c  fjaracirristirn! 
property  of  this  earth  to  receive  a  iigiu  .brown  cuic^ur  by 

%  '  '        '     '  ignitioi^ 
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ignition  rtas  induced  me  to  give  it  the  naine  of  Ochroit 
earth  (Oehrotta)  which  \%  derived  from  the  Greek  word 
(flavcscens)  and  to  tlie  fossil  itself  the  minern logical 
name  of  OchroUes. — 100  parts  of  this  Ochroites  nave 
jrieided, 

Ochroit  earth,  III.  3,    -    •  54,50 
-  Siliceous  earth,        1,    -    -  34, 
Oxyd  ut  iron,  -   -  4, 

Water,  &c.       J.    S,    -    -  d, 

100 

Tlic  properties  of  this  new  earth  arc  the  following. 

1.  The  Ochroit  earth,  on  being  precipitated  from  acids 
Iv  carbonated  alkalis,  alisc^bs  part  of  the  carbonic  acid, 
and  on  being  dried  it  imbibes  water;  100  'grains  of  thi^  ' 
earth  precipitated  by  carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  dried, 
lost  <2 J  grams  w  hen  saturated  with  nitric  acid ;  100  grains 
of  th(^  siimc  earth  lost  by  ignition  35  grains,  consec^uentljf 
ilic  proportion  is,  in  100  parts. 

Earth  .  -  *  -  *  65 
Carbonic  acid  •  -  fi3 
Water  12 


100 

2.  When  freed  from  water  and  carbonic  acid,  the  earth 
shews  always  a  cinnamon  colour,  which  is  not  *prodaced 
^ther  by  iron  or  manganese  particles. 

3.  When  exposed  to  tl)6  heat  of  a  porcelainc  fummce  in 
1  charcoal  cmcible  it  is  not  in  the  least  altered. 

4.  it  glows  before  the  tubus  fusortus  with  a  laminons 
ippearance,  but  is  not  dissolved  by  borax,  and  merely 
mixed  with  it,  by  whicli  it  loses  its  particular  colonr. 

5*  The  carbonated  earth  easily  dissolves  with  efierves- 
cency  in  acids,  and  the  taste  of  those  soluti<> it >  is  astrinjl^ 
ent.  When  diluted  the  solutions  appear  without  colour, 
but  in  a  €x>ncentrated  state  they  receive  an  amethystine 
colour.  The  ignited  earth  however  is  slowly  soluble  by 
Icids  in  the  cold,  and  the  solutions,  particularly  that  with 
nitric  acid,  appear  with  on  orange  colour,  which  disap* 
pears  on  dilnting  them  with  water. 

(i.  The  solution  of  this  earth  in  sulphuric  acid  crystal* 
li^es;  the  crystals  which  appear  in  tlie  middle  of  the  ves^ 
sel  seem  to  octriV-drous,  and  are  of  an  amethystine  co- 
Jpor,  and  w^th  dithculty  soluble  iu  waUifi  whereas  those 

f  4  which 
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which  are  formed  on  the  siclts  of  the  vessel  appear  in 
.   radiant  needles,  and  dissolve  niiu  li  easier  in  water. 

7.  On  adding  a  saturated  solution  of  sulphat  of  soda  to 
a  concentrati  d  aqd  neutralized  solution  of  the  enrth  in 
nitric  or  muriatic  acid,  both  solutions  are  decomposed,  and 
a  white  precipitiUe,  with  diffic  ulty  sole  hie  in  watrr,  m 
formed,  consi^iinii  of  a  combination  ol  the  tarih  vviih  a 
email  [tortion  of  sulphuric  acid.  By  boiiintr  tlii**  precipitate 
^vuh  double  its  weight  of  ciirbonat  of  soda,  the  earth  will 
be  separated  in  a  carbonated,  state,  and  by  means  ol  this 

roceeding  a  in  ay  be  obtained  pure,  and  freed  from  any 
eterogeiu  i>us  lUixuire.  * 

8.  Sulphurous  acid  easily  dissolves  this  earth,  and  yields 
peedle-lil^e  crystals  of  a  pale  amethystine  colour. 

9.  The  solution  of  this  e^r^h  in  pitfic  acid  has  little 
teDdenev  to  cryatalllzation, 

10.  liie  moriated  solution  however  yields  prismatic  crys* 
taU  whicfar  are  soluble  in  spirit  of  wine,  to  which^  when 
burnings  they  impart  no  particular  colour. 

11.  The  soltttioo  in  acetic  acid  giv^siio  manifest  crystals 
but  rather  cpagul  ates  to  a  thick  mass. 

1^.  1%  i$  precipitated  from  its  solution  in  nitric  and  mn- 
Tiatic  acids  by  carbonated  alkalis  with  a  milk*whtte  colour^ 
which  however  becomes  greyish-yellow^  when  the  earth  is 
precipitated  by  cjiustic  alkalis. 

13.  The  prusfliate  of  kali  precipitates  this  earth  from  its 
neutral  solution  with  a  milk-white  colour,  and  the  precipi* 
tate  niakes  a  clear  solution  with  nitric  and  muriatic  acid, 
but  when  the  earth  contains  a  trace  of  irpi^  ^be  solotioii 
gets  a  bluish  tint. 

14.  Tincture  of  galls  produces  no  changCj  as  likewise 
water  impregnated  with  sulphurated  hydroi^en. 

J 5.  The  succinats  precipitate  the  earths  in  white  flakes. 

16.  Phosphat  of  soda  produces  a  white  precipitate  which 
disappears  on  adding  nitric  or  muf^c  acid>  whioh  is  like- 
wise the  case  with  tartrit  of  ixuli. 

17.  A  considerable  pic  eipUate  is  also  cflected  by  oxnlic 
acid  and  oxaiafa.  The  oxabit  ot  ( )c  hroir  e;'rf h,  wliicii  is 
thus  produced,  diticrs  troni  the  tormer  precipitates  bv  be- 
ing insoluble  in  nitric  and  nniriatie  acid,  whence  a  nearer 
aflinitv  of  the  oxalie  aeid  to  the  Ochroit  earth  is  evident. 

18.  Fixed  alkalis  iuive  nq  action  on  the  Ochrgii  eaf'th* 
and  do  not  dissolve  it. 

ip.  Ammonia  arts  under  certani  circumstances  on  thii 
Cartl),  hut  in  a  weak  degree.  A  solution  of  ICK)  grains  of 
p«u|i(^i^a^cd  eai  th^  whicl^  i^P^v^v^'^  :»t:cxned  pu(  to  ^^itirely 
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free  from  irony  was  precipitated  by  carbonal  of  ammonia, 
and  at  the  same  time  supersaturated  with  it.  A  few  dnyt 
a  itr,  duriiii^  which  time  the  litju<jr  was  frequenily  sliaken, 
it  wai  scipiuatcd  by  the  Hlirinn,  pcrtVclly  aajuiaicd  v»iLh 
iuJphuric  acid,  and  exposed  iii  the  warmth.  It  bccaiiir. 
turbid,  depositing  a  grty  precipitate,  which,  collected  and 
dned,  weighed  l{  grains.  It  was  dis<iolved  in  nitric  acid, 
iuA  mixed  with  prussiat  of  kali,  whereby  a  precipitate  of 
pmssiat  of  kali  was  produced,  after  the  ■eparatton  of 
•hicb  riie  carbonat  of  kali  precipitated  a  small  portion 
of  the  earth  in  white  flakes  from  the  rest  of  the  liquor. 
This  proceeding  may  be  employed  to  discover  and  to  re- 
move jthe  least  trace  of  iron. 

According  to  these  results  the  Ochroit  earth  comes  near 
to  the  ^adolin  or  ytter-earth,  as  it  makes,  like  this  earth, 
a  transition  of  the  simple  earth  to  the  metallic  oxyds. 
The  properties  in  which  it  agrees  with  ytter-earth  consist 
in  forming  reddish  crystals  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  in 
being  precipitated  by  prussiats;  but  it  differs  by  having  no 
tweet  taste  when  combined  with  acids,  and  by  being  only 
iveakly  acted  upon  by  carbonat  of  ammonia^  and  by  ap- 
pearing with  a  light  brown  colour,  when  ignited;  farther, 
by  not  dissolving  in  borax  or  in  phosphates  before  the 
tubus  fnsorius,  whereas  ytter-^arth  melts  with  both  to  a 
^ear  pearl. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  JaumaL ' 
Gentlemen, 

Mr  .  CUMING  has,  as  lie  is  justly  entitled  to,  the  best 
liianks  of  Academicus  £ur  his  oMiging  teply,  (p.  5 IB  of 
your  llth  volume,  to  the  casestued,  p.  4(il  of  the  same.) 
it  was  before  omitted  tu  be  noti<"C(l,  that  about  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  before  dinner,  immediately  preceding  the 
lirst  day  of  manifest  ilhiess,  th.it  is,  on  the  Monday,  and 
before  his  dinner,  the  chiid  had  suffered  a  tall  of  a  very 
few  inc  hes,  w  ith  his  whole  weiyl.t  upon  his  belly,  over 
the  knee  or  thigh  of  rather  a  (Mtcless  or  hasty  liandier, 
who  had  '^o  lifted  hiin  tcr  the  pm  pose  of  wiping  the  s;  les 
of  h!<  'ihocji  which  lie  had  weHe(i  in  the  grass.  But,  as 
tbc  child  did  not  immediately  cry,  and  his  body  with  in- 
Mantaneous  elasticity  of  the  al.(U)niinal  parts  rebounded 
tJ[>oii  the  knee  or  lower  part  ol  the  ihicrh  of  the  handler, 
Hho  was  blauding  with  (ii^  kft  foot  upou  a  &tep  of  twelve 
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inches  abovr  the  riglit  foot;  am!  as  also,  after  bcini;  loos- 
ed, the  cliiii!  ^^  cnt  away,  and  whined  but  for  a  very  little 
'^vhflc,  only  sinaii  and  temporary  liurt  was  believed  to  have 
been  oceasioneti  to  him,  rather  t«nvards  tlie  left  part  of  the 
abdomen,  by  the  indiscreet  lifting  i  which  was  tiiereforc 
forgotten  for  the  time. 

Animadversian  on  the  treatment  will  aflbrd  pain  to  those 
who  have  witnessed  both  the  knowledge  and  the  judgment 
of  the  j)r4irtirioner  in  oiiier  ea5»es  ;  but,  the  apothecary 
certainly  expK  ssed  an  opinion,  that  if  cold  had  been  the 
cause  of  t\iv.  illness,  it  woulfl  have  been  indicated  by  a 
cough.    He  al . J  sent  the  saline  mixture  on  the  W  ednes- 
day, or,  at  first,  to  reniovt  the  fever,  and  not  for  sickness 
at  the  stomach,  the  a^>[>caraiice  of  wliicii  had  been  very 
IriHinp:  indeed.    The  fever  seemed  to  have  spent  itself  in 
"its  own  violence  durinc^  Wednesday  night,  and  next  moiu- 
ing  it  was  gone,  in  consecjiicnee  of  the  saline  mixture,  as 
*the  apotliecary  expressed  his  opinion  :  but  coma  appeared 
'to  have  already  ensued^  at  least  as  one  not  of  the  faculty 
thought.   Great  debility  and  much*  sleepincrss  had  certain- 
'  1y  then  already  ensued ;  and  the  apothecary,  on  his  com** 
Ing,  consented  to'the  physician  being  called  in. 

*No  less  splendidly  expressed  thim  true  is  the  sentiment 
*whtcb  Mr. 'Cuming  has  delivered  in  the  last  sentence  of 
page  520;  and  the  sentence  that  immediately  succeeds  it, 
and  closes  his  letter^  induces  me  to  state,  that  the  head  of 
the  child  was  remarkably  large,  very  thinly  covered  with 
•Lair,  the  seams  im)ierfectly  closed,  the  occiput  extended 
horizon ttilly^  but  terminating  in  a  conformation  almost 
perfectly  hemispherical. 

But  notwithstanding  the  largeness  of  the  head,  and  the 
peculiar  extension  of  the  occiput,  the  child's  health  had 
always  been  good,  excepting  an  illness  from  which  an 
emetic  had  relieved  him  about  a  year  before;  he  was  ro- 
bust, active,  and  occasionally  sprightly;  at  other  times  lie 
appeared  heavy,  which  was  imputed  to  the  size  of  hia 
head.  Two  days  previously  to  his  last  illness,  that  is,  on 
the  Sunday,  he  had  eaten  a  small,  but  of  course  heavy, 
mince-pye.  At  the  age  of  three  months  he  passed  an  easy 
Viiccination,  which  at  six  months  more  was  proved  good 
by  variolous  inoculation.  His  temper  and  mauners  were 
Uiirforinly  easy,  quiet,  [ind  en^atring. 

Further  Observations  upon  the  c:ise,  eitlier  from  Mr. 
Cr^iiN(;,  or  frr)in  any  otln-r  ^^entleuian  of  the  Jb'aculty, 
would  be  au  additiouui  favour  conferred  upon, 

y»    Youjfs,  6tc. 
jFaiw  16,  1804  ACADEMICLS. 
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CRITICAjL  ANALYSIS 

OF  THE 

RECENT   PUBLICATIONS  : 

ON  TaE 

DIFFERENT  BRANCHES  OF  PHYSIC,  SinEtOERY, 
AND  MEDICAL  PHILOSOPHY. 


{^serrattons  on  the  Treatment  of  Scirrhous  Tumours  and  Cancers  of 
the  Breast.     By  James  Nooth,  Surgeon  E\tr:if>riliuary  to  Iit« 
Royal  lii^hne^s  the  Duke  of  Keut,  ^c.  6iC,    OcUvo,  pp.  iOl^ 
iiuUi,  1804. 

Aftt.r  an  historical  introHurtion,  the  author  conuiionces  hi*;  obser» 
vatioii!)  with  an  anatomical  dfscrij  tion  ol  lho  breast,  and  pariicularlj 
those  {>arts  in  winch  cancer  onnuiale-. ;  ht  then  exjilams  the  aj>- 
pMTBncw  and  symptoms  oi'  tiio  incipient  di&ease,  aad  iti>  jli&iwI 
progrtss.  The  experiments  h6  tried  on  hhnMlf  by  inoculatimi 
wth  dliteftaed  flutdji,  m  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  inrrepidity  of  iik 
inmtigKtioiis.  He  next  proceeds  to  mention  the  difl'erent  kind*  of 
treatment  vhich  have  excited  the  bopei  of  prmctttioncn  Ibrs  Cimr* 
but  wjnich  have  been  found  ineiTcctual  on  more  extensive  experi- 
ence. Among  these,  cicufa,  mercury,  anfimonials,  Jlores  vtartialcg^ 
hel'adonnaj  solanvm,  arsenic,  and  c/rcfncih/  .nc  nv?!ti<>ncd,  all  vf 
«Hi<  h,  particularly  the  his[,  have  Leen  luefui  in  tutuuurs  oi  tkt 
brrti-t,  lliough  they  uiil  not  cure  cancer. 

Ml.  N.  then  examines  the  tjucstion,  wht  liu  i  ^cinhuus  alTi'ctions 
proceed  from  any  predi-iposing  state  of  the  constitution  or  frotii 
accidentst  oauscs,  and  determines  in  finrour  of  the  latter  opinion, 
uidon  this  determiniition  he  properly  founds  the  importance  of 
extirpation.  A  minute -account  oif  the  oiteratton  follows,  ivitb  the 
Mbseqtient  treatment  and  observations  on  the  prognosis;  to  which 
iie  tabjoioedy  a  number -of  cases  to  confirm'  their  utility  and  pro- 
*|)ricty. 

The  author  concludes  his  truly  pmctical  pamphlet  with  the 
mrans  of  aUeviating  thoM'  rases  of  open  cauccr  uliich  cannot  he 
Aihevcd  hy  the  forecoiiTg  itu  truids. 

"  btrurii'  u-^  ^weUingN  ol  the  breast,  and  small  encv^ted  tumoum, 
are  easiiy  dislinguished  by  surj^eons.  Indeed,  it  seems  l>arely  poj»i»i- 
Mc  to  mistake  those  affections  for  schirrous  tumours,  all  attendant 
lymptoms'heiiig  duly  considered. 

The  advanced  stages  of  cancer,  where  uloeration  has  tabes  / 
pkce,  become  cKtRonely  painful  to  the  miserable  patient,  and  re- 
list the  most  rational  treatment  which  can  i>e  suggested  by  medical 
irkill  or  surgical  aAStstance.    A  proper  attcntioa  to  such  diet  as  wtil 
pot  stimiiiate  nmst  be^paid,  and  tUe  howds  should  be  hept,  hv 
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fentte  meanst  moderately  lax;  opiates  in  small  doses,  and  ftt-* 
quently  gin;n,    will  procure  temporary  relief.     No  dressings,  I 

think,  yet  employed  by  o«r  host  surgeons,  have  been  foun^  to  be 
of  essential  service  ;  but  Mich  as  do  not  stiinul.itp,  vef  exclude  th« 
atmosphenc  air,  seem  best  calculated  to  avoid  irritability;  and  it 
is  always  necessary  to  keep  the  sores  as  clean  a«!  possible. 

**  No  attempt  to  restrain  fungous  excrescence?  can  be  made 
without  exciting,  in  tome  degree,  irritability  ^  therefore  such  as  are 
most  gentle  in  theiir  effects  should  be  preferred.  These  circum- 
stances are  more  obstinate  and  distre^aing  than  any  others  with 
which  a  surg^n  ever  has  to  contend.  He  might,  ui  a  'MUgkt  de^ 
grecj  palliate  distress,  but  cannot  remove  it. 

"  I  shall  now,"  says  Mr.  N.  "  with  much  satisfaction,  offer  the 
re?u1l'of  some  experiments  with  tlie  carbonic  acid  gas  on  cancerous' 
ulcers  of  the  breast.  I  am  aware  that  this  gas  has  been  emplnved 
for  the  same  purposes  by  many  gentlemen  of  the  most  r('>portdblo 
abilities;  but,  I  trust,  the  mode  of  application  here  de.scnbid,  u  ill  be 
found  more  effectually  convenient  than  any  other  hitherto  adopud. 
f  A  poor  woma^  was  my  patient  at  the  Infirmary,  and  a  ge* 

neral  consultation  was  held  on  her  cast ;  when  we  were  unanimous- 
ly of  opinion,  that  no  relief  could  be  obtained  by  extirpation.  I 
therefore  proposed  the  application  of  the  carbonic  acid  gas  to  the 
ttloer,  as  it  might  probably  afford  some  mitigation  of  her  suffer- 
ings ;  which  idea  was  warmly  supported  by  Dr.  Ewart,  and  readily 
accedf'd  to  by  the  other  medical  gentlemen. 

"  On  the  following  day,  Mr.  White,  apoiLccary  to  the  Infir- 
mary, happily  conceived  a  plan  for  keeping  it  alunys  in  applica* 
lion  with  the  sore,  bv  means  of  a  small  bladder,  vshich  \va«;  to  be 
'  affixed  to  the  breast  by  staking  plaster.  The  neck  uf  the  biudiJcr  was 
cut  off,  so  as  to  make  a  circular  aperture  into  it,  of  such  dimeuM* 
ons  as  to  correspond  nearly  with  the  siie  of  the  ulcer  of  the  breast. 
A  round  hole  of  the  same  site  was  cut  in  a  piece  of  soft  leather, 
spread  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  large  enough  to  surround  the  ul* 
cer.  The  cut  end  of  the  bladder  was  introduced  through  the  hole 
lu  the  leather,  and  its  edges  folded  back  and  stuck  lo  the  plaster 
on  the  opposite  side,  forming  somewhat  the  shape  of  a  round  hat, 
the  plaster  resembling  the  rim,  and  the  bladder,  when  disteiide<l, 
the  crt»wn.  In  order  the  more  etleciunllv  to  secure  the  atlachm'-ut 
of  the  bladder  to  the  pla<»ter,  and  to  makf  it  air-ti^ht,  the  end  had 
cuts  round  it  half  an  inch  deep,  and  as  much  from  each  uiiit-r  to 
mal<e  it  ^it  smoothly ;  and  narrow  slips  of  piaster  were  applied 
round  their  juncti«in«  both  within  and  without.  The  large  plaster 
was  then  fixed  on  the  mamma,  the  aperture  In  its  centre,  with  tha 
bladder  fixed  to  it,  being  placed  exactly  over  the  ulcer,  no  part  of 
which  was  touched  by  the  piaster.  A  small  orifice  was  made  at 
the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  sufficient  to  admit  a  tube  of  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  communicated  with  the  top 
<»f  an  inverted  cylinder,  suspended  upon  water,  winch  cylinder  was 
lilled  With  carbonic  acid  fas.   The  bladder  bcio^cio&cly  &<|uce2ed* 
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to  ffxpcl  the  atmospfaeric  air  it  cotitaiii«d»  and  the  above  mention- 
ed tube  betng  inserted  into  the  oriilBe  Ibimed  to  receive  it»  and 
tied  by  a  ligature  passed  over  the  bladder,  the  inverted  cylinder 
Its  pressed  down  in  the  water,  so  that  the  carbonic  acid  gas  was 
auidc  to  rush  through  the  tube,  and  distend  the  bladder,  which 
was  tied  above  the  tube,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  gas.  As 
soon  as  the  bladder  wa^  collapsed,  so  a«;  to  shew  that  much  of  the 
gas  had  evancirated,  it  was  t]\\v<^  in  the  same  mannur  as  before; 
lod  this  opi :  iiiun  was  repeated  twice  or  three  times  a  day,  as  it 
appeared  neceNsary. 

"  It  is  a  proof  of  this  simple  apparatus  fully  answering  its  pur- 
pose, that  the  bladder,  when  filled  at  night,  was  found  to  contain 
a  considerable  quantity  of  the  gas  on  the  following  morning.  When  . 
tbe  carbonic  gas  was  chos  applied  to  the  sore,  it  first  occasioned  a 
sensation  of  coldness,  which  lasted  for  a  few  minutes,  and  was  af< 
lerwards  succeeded  by  a  glowing  warmth,  which  continued  more 
tbn  half  an  hour ;  the  same  sensations  were  uniformly  expteased 
b)  the  patient  after  each  successive  application  of  the  gas." 


Mtiical  SkctcAei  of  the  Expedition  to  Egypt  from  India^  Ay  JamEI 
M'Gu£r>oK,  A.  M.  Meniber  of  ike  Royal  College  of  ArireoMv 
Sxrgeom  to  the  Ro^l  Regiment  of  HorteGuaritf  md  latefySi^'' 
vUauHng  Surgeon  to  ike  Indian  Armjf  ta  Egifpi. 

UvDxa  the  title  of  Sketches  we  have  the  history  of  the  diseases  of 
the  army  which  came  from  India  to  co*operate  with  the  Kn*;lish 
Amy  in  Egypt. 

After  remaining  very  Wealthy  during  a  long  period  on  ship* 
^rd,  and  after  a  very  perilous  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  the 

Indian  Army,  consisting  of  ixl'jut  8000  Europ«ans  and  Sepoys,* 
laiuirrl  at  Rossier  on  the  wi  stoi  n  >hoie  of  the  Hed  Sea.     In  ^oing 
Ij^f'in  Ko-svier  to  Glif^iirn.'  on  the  Nile  in  Upi)cr  Ef^ypK  the  huliun 
Army  nearly  followed  the  route  travelled  and  described  by  JMr» 
Bruce, 

From  the  want  of  water,  from  the  intense  heat,  and  from  the 
hot  winds,  this  march  of  an  army,  across  the  greater  Desert,  must 
have  been  attended  with  many  difficulties.  From  Ghenn^  the  army 
awrched  to  Girge^  the  capital  of  Upper  I'^g}  pt,  was  there  embarked 
hi  boats,  and  after  a  navigation  of  nearly  400  miles,  reached  Cairo 
ia  August  1801. 

Mr.  M'Gregor,  the  Chief  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 

IndiJin  Army,  informs  us.  From  the  nature  of  the  prevailing 
Uiscabes,  the  campaign  in  Euypt  wa*;,  in  a  purticular  dogrrr,  a  f^cr- 
tice  ol  danger.  To  their  regret,  the  Indian  Army  arrived  too  late 
in  Egypt,  to  i-hare  in  any  other  danLr(>rs  than  tho:><j  ariiini:;  from 
liic  dist'asi'S  of  the  country;  and  here  the  medical  gentlemen  hud 
the  posl  ui  honour,  intrepidity  is  more  a  nulilary  than  a  medical 
Wae ;  but  seldom,  I  believe,  has  there  been  a  greater  display  of  it, 
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than  among  the  medical  officers  id  £gypt«  whose  dtUv  H  bacanw* 

to  reside  in  the  pest  houses/' 

To  shield  him  from  the  severity  of  critirnm,  Mr.  M'Grrsor  offer* 
this  ingenuous  apology  for  his  authorship  ;  it  weighs  with  us,  nnd 
wc  doubt  not  it  will  with  readers  in  iztMU'ral,  **  'I'hc  lite  of  a  medical 
luaii  in  the  army  is  at  no  time  ver\'  favourahlo  to  litorarv  |>ur^uIts  ; 
niaiij  luts  La'en  pcculiariy  uiiiu'vuuialjle  j  u-aii  i  have  had  lilllc  Umc 
or  opportunity,  since  I  first  entered  the  army,  to  attend  to  tho 
omuneatt  of  ddction.  For  the  last  fifteen. years. of  my  life,  mostly 
spent  in  the  East-Indies,  West- Indies,  or  at  the  Cape  of  GoodU 
Uope,  sometimes  at  sea,  sometimes  omlaad,  my  time  haa  beea  oc« 
Cupied  in  a  laborious  attention  to  my^duty  in  the  army." 

Of  three  parts,  into  which  this  work  is  divided,  the  first  gives  th9 
hi'^toiy  of  tho  expedition,  the  second  treats  of  the  canses  of  thtlK 
diseases,  and  the  third  gives  the  history  of  tliseases. 

In  assigning  the  causes  of  disease,  Mr.  M'Gref»or  expresses  his 
confident  hopes,  that  the  modern  chemistry  will  unfold  many  of 
them  to  us.  Mr.  M'G.  uc  presume,  was  in  Inciia  when  he  wrote 
his  book;  he  seems  equally  ban^uine  on  this  subject,  as  many  in- 
genious men  in  this  country  were  some  years  ago. 

The  author  adduces  a  particular  instancit  of  a  fisct^wliaoh  w^tam 
attuned  holds  generally  good,  That  heat*  though  the  degree  ^of  it 
be  vciy  considerably  increased,  unless  combined  with  intemperance 
or  some  other  cause,  is ,  very  rarely  the  exciting  cause  of  diseaee* 
At  Rossier,  and  in  crossing  the  desert,  the  degree  of  iieat  was  vcry^ 
grent,  and  both  the  oflficci's  and  men,  from  Madras  as  well  as  Ben- 
gal, coniplaini'd  that  it  was  more  iinsiipporlabk'  than  they  had  ever 
felt  it  in  the  hottest  seasons.  \  »^t,  at  the  above  period,  the  army 
enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  of  health,  thoni;h  they  nccessiirily- 
were  much  exposed  to  the  sun :  but  their  minds  as  well  as  their 
|y>dies  were  at  this  time  exercised.  Not  ouly  on  crossing  the  desert, 
but  for  some  time  after  we  reached  the  Nile,  at  Gheuni',  we  all 
believed,  that  we  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  division  of  the 
French  Army,  and  the  Indian  Army  was  for  some  time  kept  in  the 
constant  hopes  of  being  eagsgcd." 

The  chapter  on  the  plague  is  the  mosl  vaioabie  in  the  book, 
Mr.  M'Ci's  remarks  are  of  the  most  cons<datory  nature  ;  much,  he 
thinks,  may  hv  done  ifi  the  trtntment  of  the  disease,  and  everything 
in  the  prevention,  which  in  the  Indian  Army  aj)pcnrs  to  have  been 
jirtended  with  the  most  complete  success.  Ili'  remarks,  *'  In. 
l'uroj)e,  but  more  particularly  in  liritain,  much  uf  the  dread,  and 
much  of  the  real  danger,  that  attended  the  nioi.t  fatal  diseases  in 
this  country  are  now  done  away,  by  the  late  improvements  in  medi« 
cine  and  in  chemistry* 

The  time  was,  that  fever,  when  it  broke  out  in^ different  parts 
of  Ltigland,  proved  little  less  fatal  to  whole  villages  and  towns  than 
the  plague  does  in  the  countries  where  it  resides.  From  the  im* 
proved  practice  of  the  treatmcwt  of  fever,  but  more  from  our  know- 
ied<)e  ot  the  means  of  destmying  contagion  and  prcventincr  its 
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spTf-ading,  the  mortaHty  from  this  rla«s  of  diseases  i:>  uuw  coinpa- 
l^.vely  ^inall.  The  siUtiil  pox,  lhal  pla^^ue  wliiclj  oiu  c  carrird  ot$. 
sogreal  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  Europe,  uuw  bids  iait  to. 
he  ei|iujiged  from  the  catalogue  of  diseases.  May  we  not  indulge^ 
ihope,  that,  as  the  intercouse  of  civilised  Europe  with  the  countriest 
of  «hich  the  plague  is  now  the  scourge,  becomes  more  regular 
ud  intimate,  we  may  he  enabled  to  extend  to  tktm  our  discoveriea 
ifld  improvcmeotSt  Mid  so  direct  them  to  the  means  of  divesting  the 
phgue  of  its  terrors,  and  reducing  the  mortality  from  it  to  the 
scale  of  that  of  tcvcr  and  the  small-pox  in  Europe."  He  brings 
testimony  of  the  good  ctTects  of  the  nitrous  fumigation.  From 
tbe  reporrs  made  to  the  author  by  the  surgeun^i  ol  t}ie  Indian 
Army,  it  }K;ars  that  the  treatment  with  mercury  and  nitrous 
acid  was  by  lar  the  mo^t  succcibtul. 

Ofl  the  ophthalmia  of  Egypt,  Mr.  M*G.  gives  btrong  evidence  of 
lb  disease  heiiig  communicated  by  contagion,  and  he  entertains- 
Hiesuae  opinion  of  Guinea- won|i.  This,  to  us,  appears  strange ; 
iNitwe  recommend  Mr.  M'G's  curious  chapter  on  the  subject.  His 
experience  in  liver  complaint,  dysentery,  and  fever,  appears  to 
have  been  extensive  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  heextolU 
nitric  acid,  and  the  new  remedies,  equally  in  these  diseases  . as  in 
venereal  complaints.  suspect  that  a  ihort  rc«:idente  in  Eng;« 

hnd  will  convince  Mr.  2ll*G.  that  his  opiiuoitf  an  these  remodius 
•ue  now  old  fashioned. 

Some  cases  of  UManus  are  adduced,  which  Mr.  M'G.  trt-ated  siic- 
ccs&luUy  vvilli  liic  uarm  bath  and  mcicury,  and  the  volume  con- 
cludes with  some  ren^arks  on  the  yellow  fever,  and  a  table  of  the 
points  of  resemblance  between  that  disease  and  plague.    On  this* 
|iirt  much  is  not  said,  th^  subject  is  barely  broached ;  but  it  opens . 
a  nine  of  the  most  curious  investigation,  and  we  doubt  not  it  will 
l>e  pursued.    Air.  M'Gregor  was,  perhaps,  titc  first  who  had  ax- 
teo^ive  experience  of  yellow  fever  and  of  the  plague,  the  two  mo»t 
fatal  diseases  that  afflict  mankind  ;  and  he  hints  that  he  is  in  pos*- 
tesaon  of  ample  materials  to  have  enlarged  this  volume. 


CsM  i^fSmoM  Poif  9ubieqv€Ht  to  Vaccination^  with  Facts  and  Ohcr* 
vatioHMf  read  before  the  Medical  Society ,  at  Portmouth^  March  2^, 
1804.  Addressed  to  the  Director  Jt  of  the  Vaccitu  Inst  Hut  ion.  By 
William  Goi«D90x,  Member  of' the  Royal  College  0/ Hurgeons, 
inlandoM^    Portsca,  1804,  pp»  71* 

The  importance  of  every  document  relating  to  Vaccine  Inocula*. 
tioa,aad  the  interest  which  the  very  title  of  the  pamphlet  before 
us  ctoaot  fail  to  excite,  will  justify  us  to  our  readers  in  giving  \U 
contents  somewhat  at  large.  This  we  shall  do  m  the  order  in 
»faicli  wc  find  them  in  this  treatise,  which,  previous  to  publication, 
read  before  the  quarterly  nuv  tin!^  of  ilie  ISIedicai  Society  of 
Porfmfitith,  Poi  Tiea,  and  Go^i^'Tt,  Mitich  'JO,  1.S0+. 
3iis  medical  iui;n  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood;  it  seems,  have 
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bad  some  little  imputation  thrown  on  their  professional  zeal,  from 
the  tardiness  with  which  thor  adopted  vaccine  inoculation,  consi* 
Bering  their  proximity  to  tlie  metropolis,  and  the  ready  communi- 
Mion  with  the  bead  qi|arters  of  medical  science  which  this  put  of 
the  kingdom  cannot  fati  to  enjoy. 

Vaccine  Inoculation  was  even  at  last  introduced  in  this  pIaoe> 
according  to  Mr.  Goldson's  account,  by  authority,  some  matter 
being  first  sent  by  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board  (obtained  we  beliere 
from  the  Vaccine  Pock  Institution)  in  the  autumn  of  1800,  to 
IVIr.  Rirkman,  Surgeon  of  M;nines,  at  Portsmouth,  with  instruc- 
tions to  try  its  efficacy  on  such  recruits  as  had  never  had  tli^ 
smalUpoN.  From  this  source  Mr.  G.  first  inoculated  patients  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  and  the  practice  soon  spread  prcttj 
generally  over  the  neighbourhood. 

The  date  of  the  first  inoculation  ^t  Portsmouth,  (three  yean 
and  a  half  from  the  present  time)  is  surely  a  sufficient  plea  Ca 
exculpate  the  medical  public  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom  from  any 
serious  chai^  of  indifference  to  professional  improvement ;  nor  m 
the  plea  much  strengthened  by  such  arguments  as  the  foilowrng. 

**  The  doctrine  of  the  cow-pox  was  known  to  them  soon  after  iCt 
promulgation.  They  ntttnided  to  it  with  a  desire  to  make  tf^em- 
sclves  mai»ters  of  the  subject.  At  the  same  time,  they  could  not 
remain  ignorant  of  the  many  instances  of  failure,  wliich  occurred 
in  its  infancy.  Neiilier  could  they  help  reniariving,  what  must 
have  been  obvious  to  every  attentive  observer — the  apparent  insta- 
bility of  the  practice.  With  every  fresh  instance  of  a  spurious  case 
they  heard  of  new  instructions  and  cautions  in  respect  to  taking  th« 
matter.  These  instructions  deviated  occasionally,  from  the  13th 
down  to  the  7th  or  8th  day ;  and  yet  they  were  told,  that  on  this  . 
point  depended  the  whole  Miccess  of  tlie  operation.  Besides  their 
local  situation  prevented  them  from  having  any  opportunity  to  se« 
the  disease.  Common  prudence  therefore,  in  a  case  so  important, 
dfctnted,  that  they  shtuild  not  rashly  vciuure  on  a  practice,  so 
scenjingly  replete  with  diffiriillios,  the  detection  of  which  wholly 
depended  upon  experience  alone,  'i  he  vaccine  pu!?tule  had  not 
been  seen  by  any  of  them,  except  in  the  lepresentauon  of  an  en- 
graving. Although  those  engravings  were,  most  assuredly,  very 
accurate^  and  the  instructions  equally  explicit;  yet,  it  must  \m 
acknowledged,  there  are  many  casual  circumstances  in  pathology^ 
which  neither  engravings  nor  instructions,  however  accurate,  can 
convey  a  perfect  idea  of,  and  which  can  unt)*  be  obtained  by  clinical 
attendance." 

Spurious  cases,  fatal  cases,  and  instances  of  failure,  have  been 
uniformly  reported  from  the  beginning  nf  the  prnetice  to  the  pre- 
sent instant,  and  the  opinions  f)f  experienced  in-  eiihitnrs  (-.i^  far  as 
a  very  few  years  can  f  iv\]u  rii  pri- )  have  been  conslanll  >  and  arc 
still  at  variance  as  to  the  time  of  taking,  and  mode  of  ^webcrviug 
mailer. 

ii^d  these  circumstances  therefore  been  deemed  of  sttfficien| 
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importiince  to  delay  the  iiitiuduclion  of  the  new  prutut  c,  it  uouM 
stiil  have  been  unknown  and  untried  in  this  as  in  every  other  part 
of  the  couQtiy  distant  from  the  spot  where  the  first  experiments 
were  made.   The  want  of  personal  experience  is  a  still  more  singu- 
lar cause  of  hesitation,  when  the  descriptions  of  the  disease,  both 
by  writing  and  engraving,  were  conte^dly  accurate,  and  only  de- 
ficient in  *f  certain  casual  circumstances  in  patbotog)  /'  which  could 
not  be  known  but  by  multiplied  expenment«i,  carried  on  by  men  of 
ta!<«nts  and  observation  in  evcrv  vnrictv  of  sit  ;ation.    Where  was 
llu'  personal  experience  of  iluj^e  rneiiiral  men,  (nianv  ct"  them  in  no 
respect  inferior  to  the  P(»i t^nxmlli  piacutionerb  in  ^'>und  judijement 
and  prudent  cauli<.in)  who  did  not  hesitate  to  be^in  N.iccine  iiiocula-» 
tion  With  no  other  nwteiiah  than  the  ^publications  ot  Jeanei ,  Wood* 
ville,  and  Peanon,  and  a  few  glasses  of  vacciue  matter  ) 
But  to  proceed  with  the  author's  cases. 

The  first  case  is  the  child  of  Afr,  Grant,  who  was  inoculate^  with 
cow-pox  in  October  1800,  by  Mr.  Paytherus,  and  again  inoculftted 
in  December  1803,  by  the  author;  with  small-pox  matter  by  way  of 
proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  first  inoculationi  which  was  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  Paytherus  to  be  in  every  respect  the  regular  vaccine 
disease.  The  variolous  inoculation  produced  an  iurtained  pustule 
f>i  an  ambi;;uous  appearance,  which  lor  six  days  was  nnaltemitid 
wiih  lever  though  the  locitl  inllainination  was  considerable,  so  that 
the  author  at  first  tuniidcred  it  as  **  a  strong:  etiort  to  prodnce 
^all-pox,"  but  DO  more.  But  op  the  ei^jhih  day  the  symptomji 
became  more  marlced. 

^  Immediately  on  seeing  the  arm  however  on  the  neit  morning, 
Monday  the  ^6tti,  I  observed  a  visible  alteration.  The  suppuration 
was  manifestly  increased|  The  areola  was  become  extremely  florid, 
and  radiated,  so  as  to  be  much  less  circumscribed,  than  it  bad 
hitherto  been,  bearing  evident  marks  of  absorption.  The  clnld 
Fas  pale,  not  warmer  than  usual,  but  its  pulse  were  quicker  than 
|bey  fihould  have  bt-en,  or  than  thev  ever  had  been  before. 

"  'riu-e  ob.ser\ utioiis  I  ki-pt  to  inyi«eli\  as  I  perceived  the  anxit-ty 
of  the  parents  led  llieni  to  watch  me  uitii  an  inqui^-iti ve  eye.  But 
when  I  a.'-ked  them,  uheUici  tlie  chihl  had  been  di  during  the  night, 
or  whether  they  had  observed  any  kind  pf  appearance  op  the  body, 
tht:y  instantly  shewed  me  six  or  seven  eruptions.  Three  of  them 
were  on  the  forehead  and  temple,  one  on  the  right  ala  of  the  nose, 
one  on  the  opposite  shoulder,  and  one  or  two  on  the  breast.  The 
child  had  been  rather  feverish  during  tht;  early  part  of  the  night 
with  restlessness,  and  according  to  the  servants  account  tqinsieotly 
^phrious, 

**  In  the  evening  I  was  sent  for  in  hnste.  I  found  it  had  been 
ieized  with  a  violent  rigor,  Irufu  which  iht;  attcTidant'*  had,  with 
<!ifficully,  recovered  him  bv  w'.?rni  wine  and  !]ann«dN,  When  I  saw 
\m,  he  was  in  a  high  degree  ul  fever,  his  euuntcuancc  much 
i  i^iitJ,  and  there  was  a  considerable  ellloresccnce  on  both  arms 
jt  hui  liie  saiae  characteristic  appearance  as  the  rush,  which  ia' 
(  .\o.  65.  )  U  frequently 
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frequently  seen  in  inoculated  small -pox.  Two  or  tbree  eruptions,  of 

the  same  kiiul  as  tlif)se  seen  in  the  morning,  were  readily  distin- 
f;uishc'J  throiiL'li  the  efflorescence.  The  degree  of  fever  was  so 
much,  that  I  thuught  it  necessary  to  onlrr  •■nme  mediciue  to  abate 
it,  with  a  sjontle  anodyne  to  allay  the  irnlalion." 

After  tlii!>  the  fever  abated,  and  in  a  few  days  the  uriiptions  disap* 
peared.  The  disease  was  considered  by  several  medical  gentlemen 
in  the  neighbourhood  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Goldson^  as  decidedly  vario- 
lous. 

This  case  gfive  rise  to  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  Paythems^ 
.  who  had  vaccinated  the  child,  with  Dr.  Willan,  and  Mr.  Ring»  who 
agreed  that  the  second  disease  was  not  the  true  small-pox,  but  an 
nnomntous  train  of  symptoms  induced  by  irritation  of  the  skin 
trom  the  infrod'irtion  of  variolous  matter,  and  whicli  may  happen 
at  any  lime  to  persons  who  have  already  had  the  small- poy. 

The  second  cai»c  is  that  of  a  child  vaccinated  in  December  J8U0, 
and  exposed  to  smal]-j>ux  in  February  18(>K  lu  t  by  irujculation 
but  by  Contagion,  sleeping  with  another  chiUl  under  variolous  ino- 
culation. On  a  Thursday  some  time  alter  this  exposure  the  vaccin- 
ated child  was  attacked  with  fever,  which  continued  till  Sunday, 
when  seven  distinct  eruptions  aj^ieared  on  thefacct  neck,  and  arms» 
ivbich  v^  crc  pronounced  by  three  respectable  practitioners  inPortsea 
to  be  decidedly  small- pox.  The  eruptions  continued  five  days  but 
never  maturated. 

Mr.  G.  remarks,  that  here  they  were  not  attended  with  rash,  and 
that  in  this  respect  the  similarity  to  •^mall-pox  is  as  remarkable  as  in 
the  fui  iner  case,  the  natural  disettse  being  less  fre<jucutiy  attended 
with  citlurescence  than  the  inoculated. 

The  third  case  i>  perhaps  the  most  inipurtant.  An  infant  was 
vaccinated  in  January  ibOi,  went  through  the  disease  regularly, 
and  matter  taken  from  the  same  was  employed  with  success  to 
vaccinate  another  child,  who  has  proved  its  efficacy  by  resisting 
small-pox  repeatedly.  In  April  ISOS^  the  former  child  was  exposed 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  contagion  of  small -pox,  and  compleatly 
resisted  it.  On  March  1804,  Mr.  G.  was  desired  to  see  the  same 
child,  wh(j  had  then  several  eruptions  on  the  body.  Their  history 
was  the  folloviin!;. 

*•  Not  having  brcn  called  early  enough  to  witness  the  beginninf^ 
and  progress  of  the  disea>o,  I  was  the  more  particular  in  my  incju;- 
T\r<.  This  I  found  wjis  tlie  fuin  th  day  of  the  eruption ;  she  was 
taken  ilioji  tlic  Wednesday  eveiuijg  preceding,  complaining  of  sick- 
ness, pain  111  the  head  and  back,  accompanied  with  considerable 
fever.  On  Thursday  and  part  of  FridaVt  she  continued  nearly  the 
same.  SupiNKing  it  to  arise  from  cold,  the  mother  was  not  alannedt 
but  gave  her  some  diluting  drink,  and  kept  her  in  bad.  About 
Friday  noon  she  beg^n  to  be  better,  but  not  totally  free  from  fever. 
On  Saturday  morning  she  was  perfectly  recovered ;  but  while  she 
was  <lres<ing,  a  few  eruptions  were  perceived  in  her  face,  neck,  and 
fthouldersy  but  \\cr%  not  much  attended  to  at  the  time«  On  bunday 
2  the 
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fkt  number  increased,  and  still  more  came  out  on  Monday  morn* 

ing.  Thev  now  began  t*>  ror^^ider  them  as  something  more  than 
pimples.  For  the  tirst  time  tlv  v  suspected  small-pox.  In  this  they 
were  justified,  from  variolous  infection  being  in  the  school;  two  or 
three  other  children  having  taken  it,  one  of  which  died,  in  ^conflu- 
ent ^rt,  under  caie  boon  alter.  This  induced  them  to  send  fur 
joe. 

**  In  a  case  so  importaot^  I  should  not  have  been  justified  in 
tntttingto  my  own  opinion.  The  case  was  therefore  seen  by  Dr. 
Kerr  of  the  Military  Hospital »  Dr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Stevenson  of 
Haslar,  Mr.  Rickmanof  the  Marine  Infirmary,  Mv.  T;i.\v<  11  ahd  Mr. 
Merritt  of  Portsmouth;  and  by  Mr.  Gaselee,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Seeds, 
and  Mr.  Weymouth  of  Portsea;  al!  of  whom  expressed  themselves 
perfectly  satisfied  of  iu  being  small-pox.  Mr.  Wilkinson  of  Ports- 
mouth likewise  saw  the  child,  but  entertained  some  doubts  from 
the  pustules  drving  otf  early  on  the  seventh  day.  These  doubts 
were  removed  iiowever  by  the  subsequent  experiments." 

The  subsequent  experiments  were  the  following ;  Four  children 
we  inocolated  bv  diflerent  practitiotien  with  matter  taken  from 
die  pustules  of  the  aboTcmentioned  caae^  and  with  the  following 
tmlt. 

**  My  own  patient  was  a  delicate  child,  about  six  months  old. 
It  had  considerable  fever  and  rash,  which  was  fneceded  by  tw  o  or  • 
three  convulsions.    The  rash  subsided  about  the  usual  time  ;  when 
I  could  not  discover  more  than  eight  or  ten  eruptions;  four  of 
which  maturated,  and  went  otf  on  the  seventh  day. 

"  The  child  which  Mr.  Weymouth  inoculated  was  ten  months 
old.  It  had  about  fifty  eruptions,  most  oi  which  maturated  kindly, 
aud  went  otf  about  the  same  time. 

The  child  upon  whom  Mr.  Cooper  tried  the  matter,  was 
marly  of  the  same  ace.  It  was  followed  by  more  than  a  hundred 
pastules,  which,  like  the  former  cases,  went  otf  on  the  seventh  day. 

**  Mr.  Seed's  patient  was  a  strong  plethoric  child  at  the  breast, 
seven  or  eight  months  old*  This  child  had  considerable  fever,  with 
extensive  rash,  and  more  than  a  thousand  pustules;  most  of  which 
did  not  tiifn  until  the  ninth  or  tenth  day.'* 

These  cases  being  selected  for  the  express  purpose  of  experiment-, 
wre  attended  to  by  most  if  not  all  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
visited  the  former  case^  and  ail  were  perfectly  satisfied  of  their 
being  variolous. 

The  above  are  the  Author's  cases  ;  two  others,  attended  with  simi- 
lar results,  are  given  from  the  audiority  and  personal  observation  of 
Mr.  Wqrnoath  of  Portsea,  in  which,  after  satisfectory  vaccination, 
a  subsequent  inoculation  of  small -pox  produced  fever,  a  regular 
pustule  at  the  inoculated  part,  and  in  one  of  the  cases  a  pustular 
eruption  containing  a  virus,  which  by  ferther  inoculation  was  found 
to  produce  a  disease  in  every  respect  similar  to  genuine  smal!-pox. 

The  author  then  enumerates  the  circiim-^tarjce'^  which  have  de- 
cided to  his  isntiie  conviction  the  twg  great  qu^tions  implicated  m 
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these  cases,  namely,  whether  the  first  inoculation  produced  the 
genuine  and  perfect  vaccine  disease,  and  whether  the  subsequent 
disease  acquii^  from  sroall-pox  patients,  either  hy  inoculation  or 

by  contagion,  was  true  and  complete  small-pox. 

The  original  source  of  the  vaccine  matter  sent  to  Portmouth  ap- 
pears unexcpptionublo.  It  was  transmitted  by  the  Sick  anci  Hurt 
Board  for  the  rxprr^s  purpose  of  evTH'riment  ;  the  persons  inocu- 
lated therewith,  exhilulcd  a  well- tic  lined  pustule  with  all  the  cha- 
tficTcrihtic  marks  of  ctjw-pox',  leaving  a  pcmianont  scar,  and  ren- 
dering the  pcrM>ns  thus  utlt  cted,  for  a  titncy  not  susccpUblc  of 
small-pox  infection  either  by  inoculation  or  contagion. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  whether  the  subsequent  disease  in  the 
cases  above  mentioned  was  genuine  small-pox,  the  author  gives  tha 
following  statement. 

*^  Respecting  the  small-pox  in  Case  II.  Worsfold's  child • 
1.  Three  years  and  three  months  after  vaccination,  she  was 
exposed  to  infection  from  a  child  in  the  same  house»  who  was  ino- 
culated for  that  di.sea«^e. 

"  2.  There  appeared  seven  or  eight  eruptions,  attended  with  a'i| 
the  svmploms  which  usually  precede,  and  acc(<nij)any  siuall-pox, 
exactly  at  the  period  whei\  such  infection  might  he  expected  to 
take  place.    They  went  ofi  in  a  few  days  without  maturating, 
frequently  happens  in  the  inoculated  tli>ease. 

Respecting  the  small-pox  in  Case  III.  Luscomhe^t  child ; — ' 
I.  I'hrec  years  after  vaccination,  she  was  exposed  to  variolous 
infection,  in  a  school  where  several  of  the  children  were  taken  ill 
of  lhat  disorder,  one  of  which  died  of  it  under  my  own  care,  and 
three  others,  as  1  have  been  informed,  experienced  the  same  fhte. 

*<  2.  There  was  an  eruption  of  above  a  hundred  pustules,  at- 
tended with  the  usual  symptoms  of  small-pox,  some  of  wliich  I'ully 
maturated,  and  continued  to  the  seventh  day,  the  othci'-  '^nin^  drt" 
rather  earlier  without  maturation,  as  frequently  happens  ju  di^itmci 
warty  sniall-pox. 

<♦  3.  Matter  taken  from  these  pustules  communicate<l  the  suialN 
pox  to  f<»ur  patients,  under  four  different  practitioners.  In  that 
under  my  own  care,  it  produced  but  a  few  pustules,  in  two  other 
cases,  from  fifty  to  a  hundred,  and  in  the  fourth,  above  a  thousand, 
accompanied  with  protracted  disease.  In  all  of  them  the  pustules 
corresponded  exactly  with  those  of  genuine  small-pox.  Therefore 
in  both  the  Mi])iects  of  Case  11.  and  ill,  I  consider  the  disease  to 
be  truly  variolous." 

Tlie  above  is  an  abstract  of  the  Author's  evidence  of  the  in^tif- 
ficiency  of  conuntn  vaccine  inoculation;  the  entire  Pam[>hlct 
claims  an  attentive  perusal  from  all  ihc  pariisaub,  friends,  and 
^eli  ^  '  l^i'-'^  of        Jenner's  discovery. 

Among  the  objections  lhat  have  at  various  times  b<en  brought 
against  vaccination,  its  insufficiency  for  permanent  security  has 
been  sometimes  urged,  but  no  very  precise  attempt  had  been  raadei' 
we  believet  to  give  this  opinion  the  support  of  actual  experiment, 
before  the  cases  related  io  the  present  pubiicatiuii. 
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The  promoter!  of  vaccination,  affer  having  quieted  the  scruples 
of  the  liesitating  wavcnnt;  parent  on  the  stipposed  risk  to  life  by 
cow-pox  inoculation,  the  probability  of  introducing  foreign  discaset 
nml  the  general  scnrrity  against  future  small  pox,  must  often  have 
ieard  the  question,  "  llow  do  I  know  that  mv  child  i^;  secure  for 
life?  Will  it  not  be  noc*-^  ary  to  re-inornlnte  him  every  three,  four, 
orfive  ycar*^,  to  prpsei\  L'  in  liis  cnnstilulJun  tf;r  <ame  power  of  r(!^rit- 
ina  sniall-pox  inK'Ction  ?"  Medical  men  ha\c'  hilherio  not  scrupled 
lu  Hii>uer  ro  such  objections,  tliai  the  str<i;i<4  anal^rry  of  ccnv-pox 
with  the  disease  which  it  prevents,  renders  it  highU  prnbahlc  lhat 
the  s.eciirity  it  aflonU  from  future  infeciion.  remuiiis  for  lile  pre- 
Cl^cIy  as  complete  as  ininiediatelv  afrrr  inocui.ition  :  tiiat,  as  it  is 
the  regular  progress  of  buuill-pux  inuculation,  and  not  ihc  tjuaniity 
of  disease,  which  ensures  the  future  safety  of  the  patient,  so  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  same  law  of  the  constitution  obtains  in 
.VBcdnation ;  and  especially,  that  positive  experience  proves  that  in. 
casual  xaccination,  or  wherever  it  is  taken  immediately  from  the 
cow,  a  lapse  of  many  years,  of  half  a  century,  in  no  degree  dimi* 
oishes  its  preservative  power.    Moreover,  as  it  has  never  been 

J pretended  that  the  vaccine  inoculation  was  in  point  of  security 
rom  future  small-pox,  preferable  to  the  variolous,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  in  many  constitutions  the  security  produced 
even  by  previous  small  pox,  however  severe,  is  only  comparative, 
and  does  not  prevent  the  subsequent  accession  of  fever,  and  the 
maturation  of  small-pox  pustules  after  exposure  to  powerful  in* 
lection* 

The  objections  of  Mr.  Goldson,  if  valid,  would  go  to  the  entire 
abolition  of  vaccine  inoculation  taken  from  the  human  subject;  for 
the  inference  deduced  from  his  sfntenient  would  be,  that  the  secu- 
rirv  given  by  such  inoculation,  though  at  first  mm  pi  eat,  is  overy 
year  gradually  dimi/iishing,  not  merely  to  a  certain  point  of  suscep- 
tibility to  small-pox,  but  finally  to  the  same  degree  of  insecurity 
Sa  if  no  inoculation  hatl  ever  bot-Mi  performed. 

The  author,  aware  of  the  ])ermH:ienl  value  of  vaccination  ij/ime* 
vttdiatdi/  from  the  cuii\  makes  an  exc(>])tion  to  this  species  of  cow- 
pox,  and  of  course  attaches  the  higiie>t  importance  to  the  slight, 
but  well  defined,  ditlerunce  in  colour  and  appearance  which  the 
two  species  exhibit.  He  likewise  supposes  that  the  usual  place  of 
Casual  vaccination,  the  hand,  is  particularly  susceptible  to  irritating 
caoiei  when  the  cuticle  is  abraded,  and  hencb  perhaps  more  effica« 
ciogs.  In  this  point  however,  we  believe  he  »  mistaken,  as,  if  w« 
iccollect  rigbt,  casual  vaccination  on  the  forehead,  the  shoulder* 
ind  other  parts,  has  proved  a  permanent  security  for  an  indefinite 
mnnber  of  years. 

The  author  dedicates  his  treatise  to  the  Vaccine  ( Vaccine-Pock) 
htttitotioDy  peculiar  propriety,  as  the'  original  matter  was 

fttroished  by  this  society,  and  as  the  duration  of  their  practice 
tffonls  them  an  opportunity  of  instituting  further  experiments  on 
iliif  infinitely  ii»po^^  »u»y«ct.    '  ^    ^  , 
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(Continued  fmm  Vol.  xi.  pp.  568— 570.) 

After  Instancing  the  effects  of  intoxication  in  rendering  person! 
unsusceptible  of  cold^  and  insensible  to  pain,  Dr.  T.  In  a  cursory 
way,  adverts  to  the  very  different  manner  in  wbich  different  nations 
are  affected  by  ebricty.  The  next  subject  of  iDvestigHtion  is  the 
chemical  effect  of  alkobol  on  the  fluids  a|id  solids  of  the  human 

Alkohol,  crrtniiily,  deo\vt;cnates  the  blood  in  some  degree;  at 
!ea«t,  fiecomprtuiids  Us  horidily.  The  arterial  blood  of  a  professed 
druukard  approaches  to  the  colour  of  venous;  it  is  darker  than  u- 
Stial.  The  rosy  colour  of  the  eruptions  about  the  nose  and  cheeks 
does  not  disprove  this;  for  it  is  prol)able  that  these  spots  attract 
oxygen  from  the  atmosphere  through  the  cuticle  that  covers  them, 
just  as  Dr.  Pricbtlcy  observed  venous  blood,  confined  in  a  bladder, 
to  acquire  a  more  florid  colour  from  the  exposure  to  his  dephlogis- 
tlcated  ain  In  the  sea  scurvy,  ^  disease  where,  in  the  advanced 
stage,  the  blood  is  always  found  of  a  very  dark  colour,  we  know 
that  spirituous  liquors,  more  than  any  thing  else,  have  a  manifest 
tendency  to  aggravate  every  symptom.  This  h.ct  has  often  come 
itnder  my  observation ;  and  a  very  correct  statement  of  the  kind  is 
to  be  found  in  my  Brst  volume  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Fleet,  page 
410. 

The  component  parts  of  alkohol  are  not  sufficiently  known  ; 
but  it  has  a  large  proportion  pf  hydrogen,  which  is  proved  by  its 
combustion  in  pure  air,  when  water  is  produced.  Thus  fourteen 
ounces  of  alkohol  burnt  in  a  proper  apparatus,  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  oxygen  gas,  yield  sixteen  ounces  of  pure  water ;  hy- 
drogen and  oxy<;en  f)eino;  the  component  principles  of  water,  as 
proved  bv  modern  chemistry.  Alkohol  iias  a  stron<i  attraction  for 
water,  and  readily  mixes  with  it,  and  it  is  the  chief  vehicle  in 
v  nich  it  is  drank  J  but  in  what  manner  it  is  separated  from  the 
water  within  thti  body,  Wduld  be  dithcult  to  find  out.  The  evo- 
lution of  hydrogenous  gas  is  ciiiefly  learned  from  the  foetor  of  the 
breath  ;  it  seems  to  be  sent  oft  from  the  surface  of  the  lungs,  in  a  dis- 
engaged state;  and  is  often  so  pure  in  its  kind  from  the  expiration  of 
a  dram-drinker,  that  it  is  easily  inllamed  on  the  approach  of  a  can- 
dle. The  process  of  respiration  probably  effects  this  ^  and  1  should 
think  at  such  a  time  there  must  be  an  unusual  consumption  of  vital 
air.  No  expert naents  have  been  made  on  the  blood  of  inebriates : 
and  we  are  hot  informed,  that  in  the '  circulating  state,  it  exceeds 
the  common  temperature  of  the  human  body.  But  it  is  said,  on 
the  authority  of  Mr«  Spalding,  the  celebrated  diver,  that  after  drink- 
ing spirits  he  always  found  the  air  in  his  bell  consumed  in  a  shorter 
time  than  when  he  drank  water.  .  This  gentleman  was  lost  in 
Dublin  bay  in  1783,  in  attempting  to  take  the  treasure  out  of  an 
imperial  lodiamen  that  sunk  there,  on  her  passage  from  Liverpool, 
where  she  was  built:  the  misfortune,  it  appearad,  was  owing  I® 
thft  negligetice  of  the  attendants' an  not  renewing  the  air, 
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If  the  blood  of  (!runkar(h  is  strongly  chargpf?  with  hydrogerif 
must  not  that  very  much  afloct  the  quality  of  the  biliary  srcrprion> 
indepciKh^nt  of  any  ctXect  it  may  have  on  the  liver  itself?  Mirjht 
H'lt  the  ic?5j  110115  matter  which  biU'  is  found  to  contain,  be  greatly 
increased  after  spirituous  potation?  Thi*  liver  is  ar»  onjan  vcrv  liable 
to  be  injured  by  hard  thinking;  this  '^\ws  cau.se  for  sus|)iLi"n,  that 
the  chtmical  operation  of  alkohol  on  the  blood  and  the  bilr,  has 
also  some  share  in  producin.;  hrpatic  diseases.  It  mav  increase 
the  generation  of  biliarjf  calcu/i,  and  the  disposition  lu  dyjpep?)ia, 
wbicli  prevail  in  the  constitution  of  drunkards. 

**  h  the  perspirable  matter  of  drunkards  at  all  impregnated  with 
hydrogenous  gas  ? 

I  am  much  of  opinion  that  the  ckemkal  operation  of  alkohol, 
has  a  great  influence  in  retarding  the  healing  of  wounds,  and  in 
converting  them  into  ulcers.  I  believe  all  surgeons  agree,  that  such 
an  effect  takes  place  after  hard  drinking,  Ihough  it  is  generally  at- 
tributed to  the  fever  and  inflammation  which  it  occasions.  The 
common  appearance  of  eruptions  on  the  surfiice  of  the  body,  may 
in  a  great  measure  be  rcf n  rd  to  the  same  source.  The  exhala- 
tions of  hydrogenous  gas,  which  arise  in  some  places,  are  very  apt 
to  irritate  the  eyes,  and  bring  on  a  painful  ophthalmia;  from  which 
it  is  fair  to  infer,  that  the  same  effect  may  take  place,  from  blood 
loaded  with  hydro2:en,  circulating  through  the  minute  vessels  of  the 
tunica  afi  fiat  a  ^  as  the  fli'^mve  is  a  comuKMi  one  u  ith  uine-hibfuTs. 
The  fcetor  of  ulcers,  in  al!  tlrunken  subjects,  is  uluisually  great  ^ 
and  I  shall  vpeak  of  ihi^  under  llie  diseases, 

**  Rut  llie  mo«5t  inteie>l!nii  part  of  this  doctrine,  i^  the  comlms- 
tion  of  the  human  hodi/,  produce*!  by  the  long  and  imn^Mlci ate 
of  spirituous  litjuor';.  Such  ca>es  arc  on  record;  and  a  coiieelioii 
of  tiieai,  Willi  remarks,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Juurnal  di-  Vhii}>ic^ 
y«ar  S,  by  Pierre  Aimc  l^iir.  I  subjoin  a  copy  of  that  meinoir, 
taken  from  the  Philosophical  Miigazine,  vol,  vi.  p.  13*2,  by  ^Ir. 
Alexander  Til  loch.'* 

Then  follows  a  considerable  number  of  instances  of  persons  who 
kad  been  addicted  to  the  immoderate  use  of  spirits,  undergoing 
fBcb  combustion ;  and  Dr.  T.  concludes  that  part  of  hts  subject 
irith  the  following  reflections, 

^  I  shall  not  extend  further  these  observations  on  the  combus^ 
tion  of  the  hun;ian  body,  as  I  flatter  myself  that  after  this  e.xamina- 
tion  every  person  must  l>e  struck  w^th  the  relation  which  exists  be- 
tween the  ( airsc  of  this  phenomenon  and  ^he  ettects  that  ensue.  A 
Ijlem  embellished  with  imaij^lnary  charms  is  ottrn    tfiieing,  but  it 
never  presents  a  perfect  whole.    We  have  sei-n  facts  justify'rca'*'»n- 
in^,  and  reasoning  serve  afterwards  to  explain  fact^.    The  com- 
bustion of  the  liuman  body,  which,  on  tlie  tirst  view,  appears  to 
We  in  it  something  of  tlie  marvellous,  wheji  exphiinofl  exhibits 
nothing  but  the  utmost  simplicity  :  so  true  it  is,  tiiat  the  .vojuler- 
m  ii  ofccu  produced  by  ctlWcts  which,  as  they  rarely  i»tnke  our 
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cyes»  permit  out  minds  so  much  the  less  to  discdver  their  real 
cause. 

"  Some  people  may»  however,  ascribe  to  the  wickedness  of  man* 
kind  what  we  ascribe  to  accident.  It  may  be  said  that  assas^ins^ 
after  putiing  to  death  their  unfortunate  victims,  rubbed  over  their 
bodies  with  combustible  sub»l;inces,  by  which  they  were  consumed. 
But  evt^n  if  such  an  idea  should  ever  be  conceived,  it  would  [ya 
impossible  to  cany  it  into  execution.  Formerly,  when  criminals 
were  cc  udemned  to  the  tlamcs,  wfial  a  quantity  ot  combustible  suh* 
stances  \va*^  necessnrv  t(>  hum  their  bodices?  A  baker's  boy,  nuuicd 
Kenaiul,  being  cundc  laned  to  bt'  burnt  a  iew  years  ago  at  Caen,  two 
lar^c  cart-loads  of  laLi^ots  were  retjuired  to  consume  the  bo<i\ .  and 
at  the  end  of  more  tlian  ten  Ikuii*-  n<  nie  remain*^  of  the  boiie^  were 
still  to  be  >een.  What  prov.^:^  that  the  combusliun  in  the  bclore- 
nienlioned  instances  was  not  artiticial  is,  that  people  often  arrived 
at  the  moment  when  it  had  taken  place,  anii  that  the  body  uas 
found  in  its  natural  stale.  People  entered  the  house  of  Madame 
Boiseon  at  the  time  when  her  body  was  on  fire)  and  all  the  neigh- 
bours saw  it.  Besides,  the  pecjple  of  whom  I  have  spoken  were  al- 
most all  of  the  lowest  elass,  and  not  much  calculated  to  give  rise 
to  the  commission  of  such  a  crime.  '  The  woman  mentioned  in  the 
transactions  of  Copenhagen  was  of  the  poorest  condition;  Grace 
Pitt  was  the  wife  of  a  fishmonger;  Mary  Jauffret»  that  of  a  shoe* 
maker;  and  two  other  women,  who  resided  at  Caen,  belonged  to 
the  lowest  order  of  society.  It  is  inconte;>tible,  then,  that  in  the 
instancess .  I  have  adduced,  the  combustion  was  always  accideDtad^ 
end  never  mtentional. 

It  may  be  seen,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  this  pha^ 
tiomenon  is  no  less  interesting  to  criminal  justice  than  to  natural 
hisiory,  for  unjust  suspicions  may  sometimes  fall  on  an  innocent 
man.  Who  will  not  shudder  on  recollecting  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitant of  Rheims,  who  after  ha\inL;  lost  his  wife  by  the  eftect  of 
combustion,  was  in  danger  of  peri^fnni;  himself  on  the  scaii([)ld| 
condemned  unjustly  by  an  ignorant  tribunal! 

**  I  :»hftll  c<>n>i.hT  m\self  hapjiy  if  this  picture  of  the  fatal  ef- 
fects ()t  intoxieatiof!  makes  an  innjre.>sion  on  those  addicted  to  this 
vice,  and  particul.n  ly  on  uiuu',  n,  who  most  frequenilv  bt-ccrrne 
the  victims  of  it.  Perhaps  tin-  Irijlitlul  details  of  sn  hmud  an  evil 
as  lliat  uf  combustion  will  reclaim  drunkards  from  this  horrid 
practice.  PI u (arch  relates,  that  at  Sparta,  children  were  detened 
from  drunkenness  by  exhibiting  to  them  the  spectacle  of  intoxicated 
slaves,  who,  by  their  hideous  contortions,  filled  the  mind»  of  these 
young  spectators  with  so  much  contempt  that  they  never  afterwards 
got  drunk.  This  state  of  drunkenness,  however,  was  only  tran- 
sitory. Ho*  much  more  horrid  it  appears  in  those  unfortunate 
victims  consumed  by  the  flames  and  reduced  to  ashes !  May  men 
never  forget  that  ihe  vine  sometimes;  produces  very  bitter  fruit,—* 
discasei  pain,  repentance,  and  D1:^A1*H ! 
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^  This  is  ft  point  of  great  importftnce  in  civilited  society :  but  it 
bnot  the  provincie  of  the  physician  to  decickl  With  a  legal  view. 
Efefy  bnman  being,  who  was  trer  intoxicated^  must  b%ve  founds 
00  reflection,  that  he  had  said  and  done  things  which  he  wouM 
bave  neither  thought  of  nor  acted  in  a  state  of  sobriety.  Th^  peace 
of  bis  aeigbboar  haa^  therefore^  re4|uired  that  the  drunkard  should 
iaswer  fot  bis  conduct.   But  it  may  be  asked«  ought  a  madman  to 
inswer  for  bis  deeds  f  Certainly,  The  man  who  becomes  mad  from 
immoderate  vtnous  potation  must  be  amenable  to  law,  because  that 
madness  was  of  his  own  seeking^    Again^  it  may  be  said,  that  the 
drunken  man,  being  as  much  in  a  state  of  delirium  as  any  maniac, 
ou^ht  he  to  be  punished  for  doing  what  be  is  unconscious  of?  Ye^^  i 
But  punishment  might  be  mitigated  here^  if  it  shall  appear  that  no 
preconceived  malice  ha^  prompted  him.    Thh  is,  I  think,  what 
lawver^  call  mal  pronense.    Were  a  man,  (iiinnii  ebriety,  to  sjgrn  a 
deed,  by  uhirli  he  should  dispose  ol  liis  propi  rtv  in  an  improper 
manner,  to  the  injurv  of  his  family;  quiic  would  such  a  deed  he 
l<^al?    It  might  be  dcciued  leizal  ;  but  to  me  it  \\'ould  appear  un- 
just (0  confirm  it ;  bcrivjse  the  man  ncN  er  foraied  vuck  a  lesolutioti 
when  he  was  in  his  'jcn'^e''.    The  acts  uf  the  drunkard,  in  this  re- 
spect, ought  not  to  be  valul :  for  tlub  plain  reason,  in  the  y,\\\)v  con* 
dition  he  is  not  allowed  to  iiiinre  his  neighbour,  or  society  at  lar^e, 
with  impunity;  unvi  iheiefurc  he  uu^ht  not  to  be  permitted  to  in* 
jure  cither  his  family  or  himself.    All  debts  incurred,  or  money 
Isst  at  play,  in  the  state  of  intoxication,  ought  to  be  declared  null^ 
on  the  loser  appealing  in  a  proper  manner  when  sober.   This  would 
pievent  the  gamester  and  systematic  villain  from  taking  advantage 
of  the  honest  man,  and  would  correct  some  of  the  greatest  e%'iis 
b  the  community* 

"  When  ft  drunken  man  is  lavish  of  promises  which  he  never  made 
when  sober ;  be  assured  bis  kindness  is  not  worth  your  thanks. 

When  you  bear  a  drunken  man  boasting  of  his  generosity  to 
bis  friends;  beware,  how  you  a  receive  a  favour  from  that  man. 

When  you  hear  a  drunken  )nan  telling  family  secret;?,  w  hether 
of  his  own,  or  those  of  other  people;  put  that  man  down  for  a  fool) 
Hid  take  care  what  you  say  in  his  presence. 

*'  When  you  bear  a  drunken  man  l>oahting  of  bis  favours  from 
the*c.r;  be  assured,  that  man  has  no  hnn(,ur. 

41  Whrn  you  hear  a  drunken  man  bra^ng  of  bis  courage;  mark 
that  man  a  coward 

"  Wfjcn  you  hear  a  drunken  man  vavintin<;  of  bis  riches;  be  as* 
lured,  he  cannot  be  cbtim  ible  tor  hi^  viiiue-. 

"  When  vou  hear  a  drunken  man  p»ityiniT  nii^foi  tnnes  which  ha 
<lid  not  ulicxe  when  sober;  it  is  the  btiongest  proof  that  he  poi»* 
acsacs  no  2''udness  of  heart. 

"  Receive  no  donations  from  a  drunken  roan ;  lest  be  should 
tek  them  again  when  sober. 

Avoid  the  company  of  a  drunkard ;  for  if  he  insolts  you,  and 

you 
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you  sHottlcl  insist  on  ladsfiicttoiH  he  will  plead  w«nt  of  leoollectiony 
as  apology. 

Let  the  sober  man  beware  of  the  society  of  drunkards,  lest 
the  world  should  say»  that  he  means  to  take  an  advantage  of  their 
credulity*" 


Account  of  Duceuei  in  an  Eastern  District  of  London, 
from  May  SO  to  June  1804. 

ACVTE  DI8BASB8.  Hsmotrboia  -  *  -  -  5 

FebrU  Intermittena  -  *  t   Chlorosis  6 

Pleuritis     •  .  .  •   .  ^  -  Scrophula  ^   •   .   .   .  5 

Kheumatismus  Acutus  •  4    Kheumatismus  Chronicus  IQ 

CHRONIC  DISEASES.  PUERPERAL  DISEASES, 

Dyspnoea    -----  8  Enteritis     -    -   ...  2 

Tussis  cum  Dyspnoea     -  14  Meiiorrliagia  Lochialis  -  S 

Haemoptysis    -    -   -    -  o  Epheuieia  (| 

Pleurodyne     -   -   -   -  *J       infantile  diseases. 

Kpilepsia    -----  1  Pertussis    -----  5 

Cephalalgia     -    -    -    -  4  Scroplniia  -----  2 

Convulsio   -----  1  Her[)es  o 

Paiiily^is     -----  3  Tiiua     ------  \ 

Syncope     -----  2  Vermes  ^ 

Ascites  ------  4 


MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL 

INTELI-IGENCEt 


Ji^otice from  the  Vaccts  I,  VocK  Institution,  i^o.  44>  Broad- 
Sirtri,  Golden-Square,  June  90y  1804. 

The  public  mind  brine;  of  late  much  disturbed  in  consequence 
r>l  siif  cessivc- r^port-^  (ill I  mil:  llw.  whukof  the  last  year,  and  espe- 
cially nf  late,  by  publK  auons  of  cases  <\s7r{77;tfi  to  be  instanccii  of 
ilje  Sinall  Pox  two  or  three  years  subsequently  to  the  Cow  Pnck,  the 
Medical  Establishment  of  this  Institution  have  thought  it  their  duty, 
nil  at  ever  may  he  their  own  opinions,  not  to  be  inactive  and  silent. 

Accordingly,  1  am  directed  to  state,  that  in  the  last  fortnight  a 
number  of  subjects,  whoihad  undergone  vaccination  in  the  year 
1800  (file Jirst  year  of  tke  new  pmetice  nt  nnp  profeued  intHtuHQn^J 
have  been  smbmitted  to  the  test  or  counter  proof,  variohtionf  in 

circum* 
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circumstances  the  most  favourable  for  exciting  the  Small  Pox. — 
Besides  these  trials,  adtiitiuiial  ones  have  been  instituted  in  bub- 
jects  who  were  vacinatcd  in  Dr.  Pearbon'b  early  practice  in  1799- 
Forther,— Reports  have  been  already  received  at  the  Institution 
from  fleveral  proviocial  correspondents,  who  were  witnesses  to 
vhole  parishes  of  subjects  vaccinated  under  Dr.  Pearson's  and  Mr, 
Keate'n  inspection,  or  with  matter  furnished  by  them  «arly  in  the 
JMr  1799-* 

A  very  brief,  but  it  is  presumed,  conclusive  statement  of  evi- 
dence collected  from  thesis  sources  on  the  question,  with  which  some 
persons  have  agitated  the  minds  of  so  many  families,  is  intended  to 
be  laid  before  the  public  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  This  statements 
it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  most  proper  return  to  ihc  respect- 
able author.t  who  has  lately  addreraed  his  pamphlet,  To  the  Di- 
rectws  of  the  Vaccine  Institutum"  very  justly  conceiving  that  **  the 
point  at  issue  is  within  the  power  of  this  Institution,  if  they  will 
give  directions  for  a  number  of  persons  to  be  inoculated  with  Smnll- 
po\  mait<  r,  or  exposed  Strongly  to  infection,  who  were  vaccinated 
early  in  the  prartirr. 

As  no  other  proieased  Vaccine  Institution  but  this  has  l.i  t  n  es- 
tabii  hid  lon^  enough  to  abceitaia  this  dtuuand,  it  has  bt^iu  deier-^ 
uuued  10  coiuply. 

W,  SANCHO,  Secretary, 


True  Character  of  the  Plague, 

To  compensate  fur  all  the  distresses  brought  on  humanity  by  the 
campaigns  in  Egypt  during  the  late  war,  it  is  consoling  to  reflect 
upon  the  discoveries  which  have  been  made  by  English  and  French 
physicians  and  officers,  of  the  trux  HATi^itB  of  thx  plaovb* 
Among  all  the  writers  of  both  nations,  Affalini  and  Sir  Robert 
Wilson  deserve  most  credit.  The  latter  disproves  the  old  supersti* 
tioQS  notion,  that  this  disease  is  imported  from  Tarkey  into  E^pt, 
He  proves  that  it  is  the  effect  of  exhalation  from  the  puttrid  matters 
left  by  the  overflowing  of  (he  Nile,  and  from  other  liquid  and 
putrid  matters  in  other  parts  of  tlie  countr)\  He  saysft  is  com* 
municated  by  the  atmosphere,  and  that  persons  recover  by  beii^ 
removed  from  tke  places  where  they  are  effected  by  it,  to  an  air 

beyond 


*  It  may  be  very  important  information  to  affirm,  thnt  the  matter  now  u$ed  at 
tKis  lostituiion  was  ihat  originaiiy  ukcn  in  janu.iry  and  February,  1799,  by  ooe 
of  ibe  Phyuciant,  fp%m  cows  in  Mary-Ie-Bone  Ficldi  and  Gray's  Inn  Ltsmt,  wHIi 
the  Mkfidoa,  about  three  years  ago,  of  matter  from  the  Milanet'e,  by  Dr.  Sacto. 
BljT  it  docs  not  appear  that  this  extensive  surcestian  has  at  all  altcrxd  the  \^ro\nruetf 
nw  ttut  there  is  any  ditfercnce  yf  prupenies  among  these  ditterent  sources  o(  iiui- 
itr.  The  experience  of  this  Initiiutio*!  does  not  jn^nty  liie  cunclusioni  that  iIm 
(Uhire  of  Cowpoek  in  preventing  the  SmilUpox  depends  in  genend  tipoQ  the  se^ 
ieciiun  of  matter  on  a  particular  day. 

t  See  Mr.  Goldsuu's  Cases  uf  i)maU-Pox  subsequent  to  Yaccinatiuo,  lateiy  uuj»- 
fiihsd. 
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beyond  the  reach  of  putrid  exh?ilatfon.    He  denies  its  cvor  being 
contaj;ious,  cxci^pt  unci(  r  ihose  cirruin-l;uice<  of  liith  and  close 
confinement  which  now  a"d  thvn  render  all  other  fevers  liable  to 
become  sources  of  infection.    The  general  belief  in  these  facts  is 
calculated  to  do  away  the  accumulated  evils  of  ages,  which  have 
,  arisen  from  a  belief  of  the  pia^ue  \mng  a  specitic  disease,  and  kept 
ftli?e  like  small-pox*  otlly  by  being  propa^ted  from  one  person,  or 
one  country,  to  others*   Millions  of  lives  have  been  lost  by  this 
error.   Sir  Robert  Wilson  does  not  hesitate  to  declare»  that  the 
plague  might  be  annihilated  in  Egypt,  or  made  a  mild  disease ;  and 
mentions,  as  the  means  for  that  purpose,  the  use  of  lime,  coals, 
pftving  the  streets  of  their  cities,  the  formation  of  roads,  the  white 
washing  of  the  apartments  in  every  house^  the  use  of  well-burnt 
brick  instead  of  wood  in  their  building,  and  the  draining  off  all 
stagnant  waters.    Ho  says,  the  most  effectual  remedies  now  cm- 
ployed  for  its  cure  are  embrocation  of  the  body  with  sweet  oil^  and 
the  ttsa  of  mercury. 


Discovery  of  a  new  Fe  get  able  Acid, 

Mr.  K I.  A  TROTH,  on  examining  a  snline  snijstance,  found  on  the 
bark  of  the  \\\\\\v  niull)i'n-\'  ti-ce,  (Morus  alba  L.)  in  the  botiinfC 
garden  of  Palermo,  by  Mr.  '1  homson,  discovered  that  it  contanud 
Q  new  acid.    The  substance  itself  is  of  a  browinsh  colour,  cmers 
and  penetrates  the  bark  of  the  tree.    Its  taste  resembles  that  of 
succinic  acid.   Thrown  on  burning  coals,  it  puffs  up  and  burns, 
leaving  a  terreous  re&iduum  ;  100  parts  of  water  dissolve  35  parts 
of  it  in  the  heat,  and  15  parts  in  the  cold.    By  evaporation,  needle 
like  radiant  crystals  are  obtained.   Barytes  makes  no  preci))iiat6 
in  the  solution  of  this  salt.   Alkaline  carbonates  however  occasion 
li  brown  precipitate,  the  colour  of  which,  by  calcination,  is  changed 
into  w  hite.    It  is  dissolved  with  effervescency  in  nitric  acid.  Sul* 
phuric  and  oxalic  acid  occasion,  in  its  solution  in  nitric  acid, 
prtfctpilates,  which  indicate  the  presence  of  lime.    Accetit  of  lead 
forms  in  it  an  insoluble  precipitate  whirh  was  ensily  reducible  on 
burning  coals;  nitrate  (^f  mercury  formed  white  flakes,  and  nitrate 
of  silver  brown  streaks.    These  experiments  induced  Mr.  Klaproth 
to  conclude  that  this  salt,  collected  on  the  bark  of  the  mulberry 
tree,  is  composed  of  limo  and  a  particular  vegetable  acid.  On 
dec(Mnpo^in<y  this  salt  hy  tiie  carbonate  of  ammonia,  Mr.  Kluprolh 
obtained  a  precipitate  of  carbonate  of  lime.    The  liquor  yielded 
by  a  proper  evaporation,  long  straight  prisms;  and  even  the  water 
of  llio^e  rryvtals  precipitated  the  nitric  solutions  of  copper  \\iili  a 
green  cid  )ur  of  kobalt,  pale  red  ;  of  iron,  bruwn  ;  and  of  mercury, 
jilver  and  lead,  hroM  n.    ^i'he  sann*  li(juor  made  water  and  an  tite 
of  lend  si)  'hfly  turhid,  and  likewiH'  tlie  muriates  of  tin  and  of 
gold,  arid  iLi  niiralc  of  iuo.el.    In  or('.cr  to  obtain  this  acid  pure, 
Mr.  Klaproth  employed  the  precipitate,  obtained  from  a  mixture 
of  a  solution  of  the  calcareous  salt  aqd  acetite  of  lead*   This  pre- 
cipitate 
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fipitatc  was  at'icrwards  decomposed  l>y  diluted  sulpliuric  acid. 
The  proportions  cinplo)'ed  were  forty-five  grains  of  ihe  precipitate 
hiiA  tv\cniy-four  grains  of  acid,  diluted  with  one  drachm  of  water. 
The  sulphate  of  lead  was  separated  hy  the  fiUrum.  l  lie  Uquoi 
bting  evaporated,  yielded  by  crystallizatioD,  thirty-four  grains  of 
icid  in  fine  needln  of  a  paJe  wood  colour.  The  natural  calcare- 
m»  salt  was  also  directly  decomposed  by  sulpharic  acid,  and  the 
mult  of  which  was  the  same.  He  employed  thirty  grains  of  the  salt, 
iod  twelve  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  properties  of 'this  n^w  add 
consist  ia  its  having  a  similar  taste  to  succinic  acid ;  in  being  ex* 
posed  to  the  contact  of  air,  without  experiencing  any  change  \  in 
difaolving  with  ease  in  water  and  alkuhol ;  in  not  precipitating 
netallic  solutions.  When  distilled,  p^rt  of  it  is  destroyed,  but  the 
rest  sublimed,  which  proceeding  may  be  employed  to  beparate  it 
from  the  adhering  extractive  matter.  Mr.  Kiaprotb  proposes  tQ 
call  it  aioroatlic  ock/,  and  its  saline  combinations,  monmigtcM, 


M,  Demmkntl  has  noticed  that  the  solution  of  copal  may  cx^ily 
beeiTetted  by  exposing  it  to  the  vapours  of  alcohol,  or  oii  of  turpcB- 
tlDe.  For  thsit  purpose  an  alembic  may  be  fiilled  one-fotinh  with 
cither  of  these  fluids,  and  some  pieces  of  copal  suffered  to  be  sii$«> 
pended  by  threads  in  it,  over  the  suriace  of  the  Ouid.  After  having 
nude  the  alcohol,  or  oil  of  turpentine,  boil,  the  copal  becomes  ii- 
fiifiedi  and  is  dksolvied. 


The  olifcrous  Chinc>c  radish,  the  raphanus  Chincnsh  annuus  oli- 
JtTM^  is  much  cultivated  in  Piedmont  and  the  Milanese.  From  2^ 
oonoes  of  seed,  a  farmer,  named  Grandt,  obtained  a  produce  of 
5S3  pounds,  which  yielded  20(>  pounds  weight  of  oil.  The  Chinese 
extiact  from  the  seed  half  its  weight  in  oil.  It  is  employed  by  the 
Italians  for  culinary  purposes,  burns  without  emitting  any  smoiv, 
and  gives  light  as  cleu*  as  common  oil.  In  the  Milane^ie,  (he  seed 
is  sown  ip  Marchy  the  land  paving  been  ploughed  in  autumn,  and 
again  before  the  seed  is  sown,  but  not  manured.  The  plants  are  to 
be-thiaaed  to  the  distance  of  three  or  four  inches  from  each  other. 


An  oxncriincnt  has  lately  been  made  at  Lyons  to  trv  the  effects 
ofvtici,  ition  in  preserving  ftne-vvuoll<*d  siucp  tV(/m  the  ravages 
of  the  scub»  which  prevailed  in  the  nei^hboui  1h,uh1,  and  had  al- 
ready extended  it^  pernicious  influence  to  a  Ih^ek  oi  comir.on  sheep, 
belonging  t6  M  Flanders,  of  Espina.  Another  flock  ot  the  .Merino's 
breed,  belonging  to  the  same  gentleman,  was  submitted  to  vaccina- 
tion, which  produced  its  usual  effect,  and  preserved  the  flock  in 
ibe  toidst  of  the  contagion*  Forty  of  the  sheep  which  had  under* 
gone  the  opemtton  were  placed  among  the  infected  flock,  but  they 
vitlbtocid  the  attacks  of  the  disease,  while  not  one  of  those  which 
Ud  not  been  vaccinated  escaped. 
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Detsux  has  invented  ^  n^w  HUer  for  fwrifyiag  water.  The 
subitance  through  which  the  water  passes  »  charcoal,  in  smalt 

?iece^,  but  not  reduced  (o  powder.  At  the  School  of  Medicine  iri 
'aris,  he  pgured  \\\\\qt  taken  from  the  k«nnel|  and  some  in  which 
putrid  carcases  had  been  immersed  three  weeks,  upon  his  liltres, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  it  ran  oii'ia  both  cases  perliocUy  clear,  topidy 
and  without  taste  or  &meli« 


Meisrs.  Harmav  and  D«ark,  of  Roth,  rhitbc,  bare  myented 
an  apparatus  for  filtering  water»  which  will  obviate  the  inconv^m- 
ences  of  the  filtering  stone.    The  new  apparatiis  cesMBts  of  a  stone 

ware  vessel,  perforated  with  boles  upon  which  coarse  gravel  is  laid^ 
upon  that  a  stratum  of  fine  gravel,  and  lastly  fine  sand.    Upon  the 

t'->p  of  tho  sand  is  laid  a  perforated  and  loaded  board  or  plate  of 
farlhern  ware,  to  prevent  U\t  sand  from  being  disturbed  when  the 
water  is  |i<»ured  in.  The  fineno^s  nnd  depth  of  t!»o  siLiceou^  sand 
will  regulate  rhe  perieciion  and  expcdiuon  of  the  process,  and  the 
delicacy  of  the  vessel  and  sand  may  be  insured  by  changing  the 
latter  from  time  to  time  i  ioi  eji^ampie,  once  in  a  |bf  (night  or  thf^ 
weeks. 


The  following  is  a  prize-question  proposed  at  Paris: — **  What 
are  the  chanictcrs  that,  in  ;;iii!niil  and  vi;tjc(ald<'  niiitler,  distinguish 
the  active  ^uui  passive  smb^taAcp^  in  tUc  operation :of  lermcQta- 
tionsr'  '    ■  ■ 


Mr.  Donovan,  author  of  the  Natural  Mistoriejs  of  British  Birds^* 
Insects,  iS:c.  will  shortly  lay  before  tlic  public  the  Natural  History 
of  British  Shells,  including  coloured  tigure*;,  arranged  after  th<^  IL^u- 
nean  manner,  with  scicnl^iic  fiDd  general  Ob^rvationft  on  each. 


To  CORRESPONDENTS,  . 

Mr.  Chkvaliee's  Ireatijie  ou  Uu^hot  VVouadsiwUi  be  nouced  in  our 

next  N  li  ruber. 

A  Couimiuupauoii,  with  iv  X)rawing|  has  been  received  from  Mr.  EoGAKt 

I  ,1 


I  « 


Page  540,  lioe  13,  for  normmr  vW,  read  nor  emrwnlL 

3,  from  the  bottpiq,  for  tensationy  read  ceuation. 
'   dS8  to  M»  incloiiU  e,  (ruiming  dUe)  for  «i  ^t«i«  md  on  ij^4ro* 

plwhiu  and  trtarru*!.  ,    *  .  • 

{^47  and  948^  for  on  qpk^WfJt^  </»  dioteteu^ ' 
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To  the  Editors  of  tlic  M cdicaL  and  Fhyfical  Jgurnal. 

Those  herpetic  affections  which  so  frequently  appear 
luiionir  the  children  of  tlie  poor,  and  which  are  evidently 
coiitui^ious,  oftcu  prevent  the  vaccine  virus  from  produc- 
iug  its  correct  action.  The  skin,  although  it  he  npparent- 
ly  sound  at  tlie  point  of  insertion,  is  nevertheless  so  in- 
llueneed  by  the  disease,  as  frequently  to  baiHe  all  our  ef- 
iorls  to  produce  a  correct  pustide,  and  consequently  to 
secure  the  constiiution  from  the  contagion  of  the  small- 
pox.  The  eruptions  I  allude  to,  tor  the  most  {)arf,  cor*^  ' 
respond  with  those  of  the  Second  Order  of  (Jiitaneons  iJis- 
eases  described  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Willan,  under  the 
term  Psoriasis  Dijf  usa,*    The  face,  the  eye-lids,  the  ten- 
der skin  behind  the  ears,  and  particularly  the  scalp,  are 
the  parts  most  commonly  affected;  but  tlie  limbs  and  bo- 
dy not  un frequently  exhibit  the  same  appearances.  As  Tar 
as  I  hi^'e  been  able  to  observe,  it  is  more  common  among 
the  lower  classes  of  society  in  the  country  than  in  Loii-h 
don.  It  is  not  nncommon  to  see  it  pass  through  a  village 
school,  assuming  a  variiety  of  characters,  according  to, the 
state  o£  the  eonstttution  of  the  child  affected  with  it.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  pnstulef  is  always  imperfocti 
and  not  effective,  when  the  inoculated  patient  has  this 
malady;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  sometimes  peifectly  cor- 
rect, and  much  more '  frequently  so  when  it  has  been  of 

*  The  labors  of  Dr.  Willan  in  this  riis^ged        of  acicooe,  ttU  fboukl  • 

«ckaf»wJedi!f  v\irh  fli  i:.kfu!ne.s5  and  gralituffe. 

t  Ilavuig  Hi  my  Tuin.er  Trcati-^cs  used  t!)f  tcvm  pusttile,  I  make  c'i</ic4( 
of  it  now,  lest  it  should  create  cuat  u^iua ;  Uiauj^i,  perhaps,  qui  lu  appi  o- 
fritte  a»  poek  or  veiM/!f, 

V  .No.  Q(h )  H  long 
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lontj  standing,  tli  iii  wlicn  in  its  recent  state;  and  what  i» 
remarkable,  the  disease  is  then  (when  of  lonq;  duratujn) 
sometimes  sut  pL  entirely  au  iy.  I  have  notieed  thir>  impe- 
diiiieut  to  tlie  perlect  furuiaiion  and  progress  of  the  vac- 
cine pustulf  in  my  tjenera!  correspondence  for  more  than 
two  year>  past,  aiul  conceive  it  to  be  a  more  frequent 
source  of  tlic  spurious  pustule  than  any  other,  or  indeed 
than  all  tiie  rest  united.  Dr.  Marcet  luserted  some  hint* 
1  comujunicated  to  hi'.n  on  tins  head,  in  your  Jouriiai,  for 
Muy^  1803^  but  i  believe  tiie^  have  not  beeo  much  attended 
to. 

In  my  Paper  of  Instructions  for  Vaccine  Inoculation, 
published  soiae  years  hack,  1  have  endeavouicd  to  canard 
the  inoculator  from  being  deceived  by  liedse  a|ppe4uriuice8> 
by  the  following  observations. 

"  Tlie  vaeeine  fluid  is  liable,  from  canses  apparently 
trifling,  to  undergo  a  decomposition.  In  this  state  it  some- 
times produces  wliat  has  been  denominated  the  spurious 
pustule;  that  is,  a  pustule,  or  an  appearance  on  the  arm 
not  posiessing  the  characteristic  marks  of  the  genuine 
pustule.  Anomalies  assuming  different  forms  may  be  ex* 
cited,  according  to  the  qualities  of  the  virus  applied,  or 
the  state  of  the  person  inoculated  ;  but  by  far  the  most 
frequent  variety  or  deviation  from  the  perfect  puslule,  is 
that  which  arrives  at  maturity,  and  finishes  its  progress 
much  within  the  time  Umited  by  the  true*  Its  commence* 
ment  is  marked  by  a  troublesome  itching;  and  it  throws 
out  a  premature  efflorescence,  sometimes  extensive  but 
Seldom  circumscribed,  or  of  so  vivid  a  tint  as  that  which 
surrounds,  the  pustule  completely  organised;  and  (which 
is  more  characteristic  of  its  degenera,cy  than  the  other 
symptoms)  it  appears  more  like  a  common  festering  pro*  * 
duced  by  a  thorn  or  any  other  small  extraneous  body 
sticking  in  the  skin,  than  a  pustule  excited  by  the  TBCcine 
virus,  it  is  generally  of  a  straw  colour^  and  when  punc** 
tured,  histead  of  the  colourless^  transparent  fluid  of  the 

f»erfect  pustule^  ity  contents  are  found  to  be  opaque.  A 
ittle  practice  in  vaccine  inoculation  attentively  conducted, 
impresses  on  the  inind  the  perfect  character  of  the  vaccine 
pustule ;  therefore,  wlten  a  deviation  iirises,  of  whatever 
kind  it  may  be,  coQimon  nmdence  points  out  the  necessity 
of  re-inocufatton."  The  deviation,  when  it  arises  from  the 
cuticular  disease  I  am  speaking  of,  generally  corresponds 
with  that  above  recited*  I  might  have  added,  ih^t  if  tlie 
pustule  is  not  much  disturbed  in  its  course  by  scrntehing, 
u  commonly  termiuutes  in  a  scab  of  a  pale  bro)^^  or  aqi- 
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bercolonr,  and  soft  in  its  texture  cumparcd  with  that  pro- 
doced  by  the  true  vaccine  pustule.  J  have  abuiuiaiit  tes« 
timony  to  prove,  that  the  fluid  taken  from  a  spiirions  vac- 
cine pu>iule  thus  excited,  is  capable  of  propagating  a;i(l 
perpctuatiui^  its  like.  Indeed,  the  vaccine  tluid,  even  m 
a  pustule  goifiir  through  its  course  perfectly,  if  taken  ill 
its  far  advanct  d  stai^es,  is  capable  ol  producing  varieties^ 
which  will  be  permanent  if  we  eontniue  to  vacemate  from 
it.  I  mention  tiie  subject  tjrietly  now  :  but  it  is  uiv  inten- 
tion (as  It  embraces  a  wide  field)  to  enlarge  upon  it,  and 
some  others  connected  with  vaccination,  wlien  circum- 
stances will  permit  me.    Medical  practitioners  should  I  e 

fnrticuiariy  circumspect  when  tliey  inoculate  those  who 
lave  cuticular  diseases.  The  danger  of  insecurity  would 
be  at  once  obviated,  if  on  the  appearance  of  an  irregular 
pustule^  the  disease  were  to  be  subdued  by  proper  applica? 
doiiSi  and  the  patient  then  reinoculated*  1  shall  select  a 
case,  to  show  the  efficacy  of  this  mode  of  proceedmg. 

A  famii^^  <«onsistin&  of  hve  fine  healthy-looking  cliil- 
dren,  were  inoculated  by  me  at  Cheltenham  in  the  aotumn 
of  180S  with  fluid  virus  taken  immediately  from  a  proper 
vaccine  pustule.  On  examining  the  punctures  on  the  fifth* 
day,  i  Ibund,  that  on  the  left  arm  of  one  of  the  ehildrenj 
the  pastnle  was  advancing  too  rapidly^  It  was  of  an  irre«* 
galar  form,  contained  already  an  opaque  fluid,  and  was 
•onoanded  by  an  eiHorescence  of  a  dusky  red  colour  to 
the  extent  of  one-third  part  of  an  inch*  Such  an  into1er« 
able  itching  Was  excited^  that  the  boy  (who  was  only  three 
yean  old)  could  not  be  prevented  from  rubbing  it.  This 
appearance  led  me  to  an  examinationj  and  on  the  child's 
liead  i  observed  an  herpetic  blotch  not  much  larger  in. 
circinnference  than  a  shilling.  The  hair  around  the  part 
was  stiffened  by  the  concreted  ichor  oozins  from  the  sore^ 
which  had  mrade  its  appearance  about  ten  days^  No  erup- 
tioD  shewed  itself  in  any  Qther  part  of  the  bod^.  The 
postale  was  repeatedly  brokieit  by  the  child's  scratching 
and  rubbing  it  i  and  the  iofladimiation  on  the  arm,  whica 
begtin  to  spread  so  early,  on  the  eighth  and  ninth  day  be- 
came very  extensive.  *^The  child,  lit  the  same  time,  was 
Itotand  restless.  A  soft,  amber-^colQUjred  scab*'  now  be- 

H  2  gaa 


*  It  may  be  remarked,  that  ptmi^ent  mtttcr  ciOQOt     n  %  Scnb  sa  hurd 
»ul  cofiupact  as  liaapkl  matter.   Hence  arises  the  didfere  ice  between  the 
variolous  and  the  vna  'ii:(-  sculi.    It  arcDtincg  |qq       th^  WktiecUoiia i^pdr 
kiD|  ufnimuii)^  haidtfr  Uata  the  varioloui. 
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gao  to  form ;  but  tliis  being  rubbed  off,  the  part  ulcerated 
and  healed  slowly,  leaving  a  cicatrix  deeper  and  larger 
than  in  ordinary  cases*  The  disease  on  the  scalp  was  now 
>  quickly  subdued  by  the  use  of  tar  ointment;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  six  weeks  from  its  commencement,  the  ino« 
cufation.was  repeated,  when  the  pustule  went  through  all 
its  proper  stages  with  perfect  regularity.  The  rest  of  the 
children  inoculated  at  the  same  time,  went  through  the 
cow-pox  in  the  ordinary  way,  without  any  irregular  ap» 
pearance. 

I  have  scleclrd  this  case,  to  shew  how  slight  a  local  ap- 
peariince  may  produce  a  cluu)  '-l'  in  the  state  ut"  the  skin, 
at  a  distance  trom  it.  I  cannui  call  ii  a  ^ciirral  chancre 
Jn  evt  ry  case,  as  I  have  .sometimes  Fuuiui  a  eoiieet  j)usiule 
on  one  atiii,  and  a  s[)urious  pustule  on  the  other  ;  indeed, 
I  have  sometimes  iound  the  perfect  and  imperieci  pusrulc 
on  the  same  arm,  within  two  inches  of  each  otlier,  when 
tbc  virus  inserted  was  taken  the  same  iii^iant  from  the 
same  perfect  pustule.  It  happen^  tliat  I  more  frequently 
detect  the  disease  hy  the  appearance  of  the  arm,  than  pre- 
viously to  inoculation.  Parental  fondness  is  often  mis- 
managed,  and  induces  mothers, to  conceal  eruptive  com- 
pJaints  on  their  children. 

These  are  the  con^iitutions  which  sometimes  shew  a 
few  wanderiiiL::  pustulous  eruptions  after  Vaccine  Inocula- 
tion ;  and  so  peculiarly  irritahle  is  the  skin  when  influenc-  . 
ed  l)y  herpes,  that  the  smallest  wound,  a  slight  scratch, 
or  the  pricking  of  a  pin,  for  example,  cnmmunly  produces 
inflammation,  and  slight,  superficial  su[)puration. 

The  preccfiing  year  i  inoculated  another  child  at  Chelt- 
enham, whose  face  was  involved  in  one  geiu  ial  iliick  in* 
crustaiion.    Slic  luid  heen  in  this  state,  witliout  any  male- 
rial  variation,  upwards  of  two  years,  during  which  time 
inany  applications  had  been  used  to  no  purpose.  The 
scalp  partook,  in  some  degree,  of  the  same  kind  of  dis- 
ease; but  the  body  and  limbs  were  free  from  itj^  except 
when  any  of  the  acrid  iluid^  oozing  from  fissures  in  the 
crust,  chanced  to  tall  upon  the  neck  or  breast;  it  then  in- 
variably produced,  for  a  time,  a  similar  appearance.  Oa 
vaccinating  this  child  by  a  single  puncture  in  each  arm, 
the  pustules  went  through  their  course  correctly.  On 
their  decline,  the  incrustation  began  to  be  less  coherent, 
and  to  drop  olf;  and  at  the.  expiration  of  a  fortnight,  the 
«  face  was  smooth,  no  vestige  of  the  disease  remaimug*  c^* 
€^ft  a  jlight  inflammatioii  of  the  eye-lids, 

*  Cases 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


JDr.  Jcnuer,  on  Modifications  of  the  Vaccine  Vaicle,  101 

Cms  of  this  sort  have  become  familiar;  Mr*  Ring  has 
gtren  several  in  his  very  copious  Treatise  on  the  Cow* 
pox;  and  they  have  been  mentioned  by  other  aothors^ 
tioth  here  and  on  the  Continent. 

I  have  in  like  manner  sometimes  seen  papulous  eropti- 
ons,  which  have  long  proved  troublesome,  speedily  swept 
awaj. 

This  I  think  m.iv  bo  accounted  for.  The  vaccine  viiii«i, 
a  few  days  alter  its  insertion,  begins  to  act  upon  tbe  con- 
stitution. It  is  then  !iiaiiilt?st,  from  u  new  appcariuicc 
*hich  these  eruptions  put  on,  eomiiionlv  that  ol  iijcreas- 
ttl  indainiuation,  that  a  new  at  tioa  Iia^  been  excited  in 
them.  The  original  morbid  action  therefore  becomes  de- 
ranged and  is  destroyed,  and  coiisc(|iiently  the  diacasc  i?? 
conquered.  I  have  seen  many  instances  where  pre-(  xist- 
\nv^  pnn|)lcs  have  been  converted  ,  into  vaccine  poelx^, 
\\h\r\\  have  kept  pace  with  those  on  the  arms  in  their  pro- 
gressive changes. 

Seeing  that  the  skin,  when  dis[)osed  to  reject  the  ordi- 
nary action  of  tbe  variolous  virus,  rejects  the  vaccine  al- 
so, I  shall  just  observe,  it  occurs  to  nie  as  j)robable,  that 
its  herpetic  state,  at  the  time  of  inoculation,  lia^  been 
the  chief  source  oi  those  laiiurc^,  whic  h  many  practition- 
ers have  witnessed  in  inocuiatnig  tor  the  !^u\all-|)o\  :  for 
in  many  instances  where,  on  subsequent  exposure  t  >  in- 
fection, the  disease  has  been  taken,  it  has  been  found  that 
the  process  of  inflammation  and  suppuration  on  tlie  arms 
had  gone  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  ordinary  cases,  that 
the  symptomatic  affections  were  clearly  marked,  aiul  that* 
even  eruptions,  though  small  and  seldom  maturating,  ha\^e 
appeared.  But  as  the  state  of  the  arm  became  a  second- 
ary object  in  inoculating  for  the  small-pos,  our  soli<^itude 
being  directed  to  what  appeared  of  far  more  consequence,  • 
tbe  number  of  pustules^  i  almost  despair  of  obtaining 
much  information  on  this  point. 

I  shall  conclude  this  paper  by  observing^  that  although 
tbe  Vaccine  inoculator  does  not  inflict  a  severe  disease, 
buty  on  the  contrary,  produces  a  mild  affection  scarcely 
meriting  that  term,  yet,  nevertheless,  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely careful  to  obtain  a  just  and  clear  conception' of 
tbb  important  branch  of  medical  science.  lie  should  not 
only  be  acquainted  with  the  laws  and  agencies  of  the  vad* 
cine  virus  on  the  constitution;  but  with  those  of,  the  vari- 
olous- also,  as  thev  often  interfere  with  each  other. 

A  general  knowledge  of  the  subject  is  iiot  sufficient  to' 
enable  or  to  warrant  a  person  to  practice  Vaccine  luocula* 

il5  tiou; 
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tioa;  be  should  possess  a  partiealar  knowledge;  and  that 
which  1  would  wish  strongly  to  iocuicate,.  as  the  great 
.fouodation  of  the  wbole^  is  an  intimate  acquaintance  wiih 
the  character  of  the  true  and  genuine  vaccine  pustule,  The 
spurious  pti(«tu1e  would  tbcp  be  readily  detected,  whatever 
form  if  might  assume ;  and  errors  known  no  more. 

Berhel^,  Juijf  $5,  iBQ^  .  EDWARD  J  ENNER, 


To  i/ie  Editors  of  (he  Medical  and  {[hyskal  Jow^naU 

pursuance  of  a  pljjn  I  long  ago  commenced,  I  now 
trausmit  some  miscellaneous  remarks,  which  I  beg  the  fa* 
your  of  ypu  to  insert.  The  first  is  relative  to  Diarrhoea 
and  Cl)olera  Morbus;  diseases  which^  as  Sydenham  pb- 
serves^  are  as  siire  to  return  at  this  seaspo  swallows  in 
^e  summier. 

{  have  ioqg  been  of  opinion^  ^hat  an  errOQCOUS  theoiy^ 
Vith  |rcgar4  to  ^hcsis  complaiots,  has  given  rise  to  an  er- 
roneous practicf ,  The  bile  is  commonly  supposed  to  be 
•  the  principal  ^ause  of  them;  but  different  jpersons  en(er» 
tain  different  sentiments,  resOecitio^  the  particular  manner 
fn  which  the  bile  produces  these  disorders.  Some  ascribe 
jt  to  a  redundancy^  others  to  a  piitridity^  ai|d  others  to 
licescenc^  of  jbhat  Quid, 

The  last  I  believe  to  be  only  ^n  imaginary  alteration  pf 
bile,  and  that  it  never  becomes  acid^  It  frequently  meets 
with  more  acid  in  the  primm  thc  than  it  is  capable  of  Qeu- 
tralisiiig;  and  being  evacuated  with  the  other  contents  of 
the  stomi^ch  or  bowels  in  tha^  state,  i%  has  giveii  rise  to 
fbis  opinioit. 

Sucb  an  error  would  be  of  little  poiisequence,  did  it  not 
lead  to  a  wrong  practice.  I  have  frequently  known  apcri^ 
pf^u  coRtini^ed  in  such  c^ses  long  aftejr  the  sfrengtb  of  the 
paiien^  could  bear  them ;  aud  atn  perfectly  cotivincet],  by 
piuch  e:^perience,  that  in  general  they  are  itot  only  nn'oC'* 
pessary,  but  prejudicial  in  these  complaints, 

At  tne  same  time,  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  onc^  that 
iutru)gei|ts  should  be  proportioned  to  the  disorder;  and 
|h<it  whether  thev  are  exhibited  before  aperients,  or  after 
|heui  in  the  usual  manner,  there  is  always  a  possibility  of 
exceeding  the  bouads  of  flfoderation*  But  any  practitioD<sr 
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vho  IS  conversant  in  die  rreattncnJ  of  such  complui]i?> 
must  know,  tliat  whf  ii  constipation  follows  a  diarriia;a,  it 
is  e  iiily  rrinuvcd,  eitiier  by  ih^  okuiu  Kicmij  laugiieaia 
Titiiolata,  or  a  clyster. 

The  following  is  a  formula,  which  I  have  found  equally 
pleasant  awl  crhcacioiis.  R.  Cretaj  priup.  3iv.  i^llv,  gum 
Arab.  Aq.  distill.  ,?iv.    Aq.  cinnam.  .fili.    Sp.  cinn. 

Syr.  simpl.  a.  3ij.  M.  To  this  I  commoaly  add  30  drops 
o\'  xliicL  of  'ii,  aod  direct  twa  large  spoon*  lull  to  be  taken 
post  s.  1.  s. 

The  following  is  d  convenieiit  form      a  drauglit. 

it  €ret»  priep.  3^  Puiv.  gum  Arab.  gr.  x.  Aq.  distil). 
S»  Aq.  cinnam.  5ij.  Sp.cinaaun*  Syr.  simpl.  a.  36.  M. 
This  is  also  a  proper  quantity  to  senre  as  a  mixture  for 
4  chilid.  The  quantity  of  tiaotare  ibr  each  purpose  it  im 
«Dnece9sary  to  specify/ since  it  must  depend  on  to?  cane* 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  an  error  is 
the  London  Pharmacopceia ;  or,  at^  leasts  an  alteration, 
wWcb,  I  have  been  informed  by  an  emineat  phyaieian,  ia 
98  error. 

When  the  Dispensatory  was  lail  itviaetl,  tfa^  gnm  Ar»« 
hie,  in  the  Mistura  h  €ret^«  was  inereased  to  eighH  timei 
its  former  proportion.  This,  1  am  told,  was  a  mistake;  « 
two  ounces  being  directed,  instead  of  two  drachms*  it 
wss  common,  preWovs  to  Ah  edittoa  of  the  Dispcnsatoiy, 
10  direct  the  compositioa  to  be  made  widi  double  the  for* 
Her  quantity  of  gum  And>ic ;  but  so  remarkable  a  devisi* 
tioaas  that  alla&d  to,  conld  not  have  arisen  fmn  design. 
It  is  farmiate  the  ingredient  was  a  mild  one;  bad  it  been 
otherwise,  I  should  long  ago  have  poibted  out  the  sup- 
ftmd  error. 

I  shnli  take  the  liberty  of  mentioiiing  a  meAod^  by 
ivfaich  the  preparation  of  the  Chalk  Mistnre  ia  faeiHtated ; 

s  circumstance  of  no  small  moment,  in  some  places,  and 
at  certaiTi  seasons,  when  autumnal  complaints  are  preva- 
leui.  The  method  1  tullow  is,  to  keep  the  prepared  chalk 
and  the  a:u  u  Arabic  in  powder,  niixeil  togetlx^r  in  the  pro- 
portioii  ui  iv.  u  parts  of  the  formr^r  with  one  of  the  latter, 
liuder  the  title  of  Pulvis  Albus.  Two  drachms  of  this  pv»\v- 
<ler  are  sulhcient  for  a  six  ounce  mixtnre  ;  and  half  a  " 
drachm  for  a  draught,  pr  iui  au  ounce  and  huif  uiixiure 
for  a  child. 

It  must  be  ohvions  to  every  une  conversant  in  piacticc, 
that  a  powder  is  a  nioic  convenient  form  ot  nietli<  ine  tor 
tlie  poor,  lis  well  as  for  those  who  live  at  a  di^tanc and 
uaaotliavc  a  Jxequeut  supply;  1  shaU  th*:refore  iii^ci i  a 
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coinposiuun,  which  I  have  found  extremely  useful,  mid 
paiticuhidj  during  the  late  scarcity  (^i  piovisions,  when, 
owint^  to  debility  and  iiiipio[)er  tootle,  a  diarrhrea  Wiis 
common,  especially  among  the  cinldrcu  of  the  poor, 

R.  Crctaj  praep.  ?xviij.    Pulv.  pim  Arab.  ^ix.  Succhari 
jij.    Pulv.  cort.  ciiiiiam.  'Oij.    Opii  jinrif.  M. 

1  have  sometiiites  substituted  liiiigi  r  tor  cinnamon,  with- 
out any  apparent  disadvntitnee.  This  experinuMir  was  made 
for  the  sake  of  aseertainiiif:,  wlx  ther  it  mi«;ht  f>or  he  pre- 
pared in  this  njanner,  in  any  place  w  he  re  ihe  Crxpcace  of 
.cinnamon,  or  of  cassia,  micrht  be  an  object. 

Tliose  who  iiave  mucii  practice  among  the  poor  must 
know,  that  a  cheap  medicine,  which  can  be  kept  ready 
prepared,  is  an  object  of  no  small  importance.  The  pul- 
Tis  ^  Cretan  comp.  c.  opio  is  of.  this  kind  ;  but  it  is  not  well 
adapted  for  obiidren^  oq  account  of  jthe  bitterness  of  tb^ 
lormcntil. 

Two  dracbms  of  this  powder  is  a  valuable  present  to  a 
poor  person,  whose  child  labours  .under  a  diarrhoL^a.  Aa 
much  as  will  lie  on  a  silver  penny,  or  a  seven  shilling 
piece^  raay^  be  given  to  an  infant^  in  a  little  water ;  and  re- 
peated after  every  loose  stool.  A  <;aution  should  be  given 
not  to  add  sugar. 

This  composition  may  be  called  Pulvb  Astringens.  I 
have  known  many  hundred  children  apparently  rescued 
from  the  grave  by  its  salutary  effect ;  and  been  amply  re- 
paid for  the  triHing  expeuce  of  the  composition  by  the 
gratitude  of  their  parents.  I  therefore  conceive  it  an  lii'*, 
dispensable  duty  to  recommend  the  formula  to  others. 

Were  it  generally  adopted^  or  any  better  composition 
substituted,  children  would  not  so  ofien  be  purged  to 
death  with  rhubarb  or  magnesia ;  which,  from  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  now;  used,  or  rather  abused,  may  be 
considered  as  their  bane. 

'  To  correct  this  very  prevalent  error,  in  some  degree,  I 
have  recommended  to  many  paupers,  whose  children  lar 
boured  under  slight  diarrhoea,  chalk  instead  of  magnesia. 
This  has  been  attended,  in  most  instances,  with  a  good 
effect ;  but  it  is  sometimes  insufficient,  and  the  astringent 
powder  is  preferable. 

I  am  far  from  being  convinced,  that  rhubarb  possesses 
the  dtgree  of  astringcncy  commonly  ascribed  to  it.  l^ut 
if  it  be  toasted,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  nutmeg,  it  be- 
comes an  excellent  medicine  as  an  astringent,  and  will 
sometimes  succeed  whcu  all  other  a^uingents.  fail.  The 

efficacy 


Digitized  by  GoogL 


Ur.  TUjig,  on  Diarrkxa  Md  Cholera  Motbut*  20.t 

flricticy  of  this  composition  '\n  increa^il  by  the  adiliUOD  of 
ao  opiate,  or  of  any  kind  of  spirit. 

A  person  who  haci  laboured  under  a  diarrlKL^a  for  ii  ion^ 
time,  and  been  under  the  cant  of  some  of  tlie  inobt  cxpe* 
rtcnced  medical  practitioners,  but  in  vain,  was  cured  in 
a  few  days  by  a  drachm  of  rhubarb  and  a  drachtix  of  nut«  ^ 
Bfg,  toasted,  and  divided  iiilo  three  parts.  Of  these>  oa^ 
iras  taken  every  other  mornings  in  brandy  and  water. 

The  most  useful  articles  of  food  and  drink  that  I  haTe 
known  in  these  complainu»  when  t]hey  occur  in  adults,  are 
beef  tea  and  cold  brandy  and  water.   Port  wine  is  a  f>o->  * 
polar,  bat  a  fallacious  remedy ;  and  in  all  probabiUty,  oft<» 
eaer  does  harm  than  good. 

It  Is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  any  medical  mm,  thai 
SDch  persons  as  are  troubled  with  this  cbmplainti  oii^ht  to 
abstain  from- vegetables,  white  meats,  and  malt  liquor* 
But  it  is  not  unnecessary  to  inform  the  inexperienced 
practitioner,  that  unices  he  is  very  strict  in  his  injunction, 
ne  will  often  be  deceived  in  this  respect,  and  be  baffled  in 
Jus  attempt  to  cure  his  patient* 

It  must  appear  evident,  irooi  the  mtnner  in  which  I  en- 
large on  this  subject,  that  I  think  it  of  the  greatest  im^ 
poitance.  A  diarrhoea  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  cpmt 
plaints,  and  attended  with  danger  when  it  occurs  in  chil- 
dren, or  in  others  of  a  weak  constitution ;  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  such  are  most  liaUe  to  the  disorder. 

Various  jreasons  ajre  sometimes  assigned  for  exhibiting 
I4^ients  in  this  complaint,  and  even  for  repeatitig  them, 
when  there  is  no  just  reason  for  the  practice ;  and  the  re- 
medy is. frequently  worse  than  the  disease.  Among  other 
reasons  assigned,  are  those  respecting  the  colour  or  the 
fclor  of  evaciHilions.  These,  however,  in  a  real  diarrhoea, 
are  only  imaginary  reasons  for  administering  a  cathartic. 

A  fetor  of  the  stools  is  frequently  ascribed  to  a  redun- 
dancy of  bile;  but  surely  this  is  an  crruj,  since  it  i»  ac- 
knowledged by  tlie  best  judges,  that  tiie  bile  is  oi  aa  au- 
tiputrescent  nature;  and  every  practitioner  must  know, 
that  when  there  is  an  ohstruction  of  the  biliary  ducts,  the 
siools  are  often  remarkahly  fetid. 

It,  in  a  common  diiirrh(ra,  cathartics  are  not  in  general  * 
necessary,  but  rather  hurtful,  they  are  less  necessary,  and 
»n(»rt'  hurtful,  in  a  cholera  uiorhus.  It  is  a  popular  opi- 
liiun,  that  such  a  complaint  must  not  he  siiddeulv  stopped. 
It  is  not,  in  general,  (a>y  to  stt)f>  a  suddenly;  I  have,  how- 
ever, soiiie times  known  it  yield  lo  a  single  dose  of  ihe  as- 
tringent;  and  have  observed,  that  the  cure  is  full  as  pcr- 
^a^cut  in  such  ia:»tuace$,  as  in  tho&e  where  the  evaeiui- 
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tion  gradually  crnsc:>.  This  would  not  be  the  cas€>  wero 
the  evacuation  c-nttcal. 

It  must  also  be  considered,  that  mch  disorders  are  most 
frequent  wh(>n  the  liabit  is  relaxed  by  a  sudden  acceamos 
of  iiot  weather.  Hence  a  fermentation  takes  place  in  the 
stomach  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  and  an  increased  inith 
ability  of  the  whole  prime  ifim,  the  complaints  in  ques- 
tion are  excited*  This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  tfoe  com* 
Bion  observation,  that  fruit  is  the  general  cause  of  the 
disorder.  Fruit,  particularly  that  which  abounds  with,  an 
acid,  is  indeed  a  very  common  cause,  but  far  from  being 
the  only  one  of  this  disetisej  hard  and  indigestible  suli- 
stances  of  any  «ort^  produce  a  similar  efiect.  But  debiiiiy^ 
lodoced  by  sadden  or  long  prevailing  beat>  appears  to  be 
Ifae  principal  pmdispostng  cause. 

Oae  very  oommon  proximate  cause  of  a  diairrbcsa  is 
Male  malt  liouor>  which  has  in  some  measure  uodergone 
the  acetous  fermentation.  In  this  case,  as  well  as  in  those 
oceaskmed  by  sour  fruits,  or  by  an  acid  generated  in  the 
prtmo  y'm,  it  is  surely  more  rational  to  correct  the  acid, 
td  6ht6k  fermentatioii,  and  to  warm  and  itrvigorate  the 
mtete;  than  to  exhauu  the  little  remaining  strength  by  a 


I  have  sometimes  known  emetics  given  in  the  ebdera 
inofbtis,  but  with  very  ill  success.  Happily,  they  are  too 
soon  reieoied  to  do  Hia^h  mischief ;  but  they  occasion  de* 
lay.  The  more  vioknt  the  vomiting  or  j^nrgini?  is,  the 
more  powerfnl  means  are  necessary  for  subduing  them  ^ 
and  th^  more  neeessary  il  is  to  employ  such  meaaaH  whiv* 
out  delay.  In  cases  of  extremity,  many  a  patient  would  be 
lost,  were  not  the  remedy  frequently  repeated  ;  but  the 
necessity  of  soch  repetition  depends  on  a  variety  of  eir* 
cum  stances,  particnlarly  on  the  quantity  retained  by  the 
stomach. 

The  most  distressfng  symptom  in  a  cholera  morbus,  both 
to  the  praetitioner  and  the  patient,  is  the  vomiting.  To  re- 
move this,  the  medicines  before  niciuioiieti  are  not  ill  S- 
dnpted  ;  but  there  is  nothing  which  I  have  known  so  readi- 
ly succeed,  in  some  cases,  as  a  sniall  qii  uuity  ot  brandy, 
give  n  alone,  or  with  a  dose  of  tiact.  opii,  adapted  to  the 

11;)!  lil  t:  ai  ihc  CaSC.  f 

J^arge  quantities  of  chicken-broth  were  formerly  given 
to  piMsons  labouring  under  this  com |) lain t.  Such  a  prac- 
tiee  v.  as  probably  the  result  of  the  humoural  pathuiog)]; 
ai)d  founded  on  error.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  iudirc,  it  is 
peniicipusj  and  only  protracts  the  disease.   The  patient 
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fbould  rather  abstain  from  drinking;  to  which  he  is  in 
iiiiiv  ca^es  prompted  by  violent  thirst:  but  wlmt  he 
ti.niKr'^  uiiicsi  the  <j^u;iiuity  be  very  saidii^  only  a^«^ravatC4 
the  disorder. 

This  con^jlaiiiL  is  not  so  fuud  as  might  he  exj)orted  ; 
but  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  are  so  threat,  n>  to  d(  inaiul 
every  assisiunce  that  art  can  give.  I  uj.in  v  years  «go  tom- 
akuiiicatefl  my  seiiliiiR-iits  on  this  suhjrc  t  l>)  a  phvsiciau^ 
♦  who  has  long  .-.iiperintLiHlcd  the  pubheaiion  of  tlii-^  ^vork, 
with  honour  to  hnnself^  and  aclvaniage  to  lUc  puhUe.  Hh 
ideas  were  clitrerenl  from  mine;  and  similar  to  tiiose  ei*iu- 
monly  entertained  hy  medical  pracliuoncis.  it  was,  huvv« 
ever,  no  sui^li  grauhcation  to  me,  and  no  smaii  confirina- 
tion  of  the  propriety  oi  the  practiee  I  had  long  pursued, 
i\uii  this  genticman,  some  titne  al'ieivvaid;*^  ackuovyled^ei 
be  had  al^o  tried  it  with  advanlag(\ 

A  reiiiark  made  in  the  Medical  Journal,  on  a  practice 
5oinfv,!jut  analogous  to  this,  in  one  part  of  America, 
proves  tiiatthe  learned  Editor  has  had  no  reason  to  alter  the 
favourable  opinion  he  enter(ai:ied  of  this  mode  of  treats 
ing  diarrhoea  and  cholera  morbus,  lie  has  had  the  can- 
dour to  acknowledge,  m  a  very  respectable  society,  that 
k&  first  adopted  the  practice  at  my  suggestion  ;  and  that 
he  still  found  it  prove  successful.  This  I  mention,  because 
I  am  sensible  what  weight  his  opinion  will  have  with  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession. 

It  is  not  without  great  concern,  I  am  eonipe]Ied  to  be 
a  daily  witness  of  the  injur}^  resulting  from  a  contrary 
practice;  which  i  am  confident,  sends  a  multitude  of  vic- 
tims to  an  untimely  grave,  particularly  of  infants.  What 
adds  to  the  mischief  is,  a  very  prevalent  opinion  that  a 
diarrhoea  is  salutary;  and  particidarly  during  the  period 
of  dentition*   This  is  often  carried  so  far,  that  chiidrcu 
are  supposed  to  be  in  no  danger  who  cut  their  teeth  with 
a  purging.   How  absurd  this  opinion  is,  it  is  unnecessary  i 
to  iarorm  any  one  of  exj)erience  and  discernment.    It  is 
a  valvar  error,  of  a  most  fatal  kind.   1  have  particularly 
remarked,  that  no  children  suffer  more  from  dentition  than  ^ 
those  who  labour  under  this  complaint.   It  particularry 
attacks  those  who  are  already  weak;  rendering  diem  still 
weaker ;  and  it  must  he  apparent  to  every  person,  that  de- 
bility      the  satne  time  retards  the  growth  of  the  tooth, 
and  occasions  irritability  of  the  gums,  as  well  as  of  the 
whole  system.   Hence  the  sufferings  of  an  infant  are  aug« 
mented,  and  prolonged ;  and  a  fatal  catastrophe  is  a  frer 
ifient  result, 
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A  diarrhoea  is  often  occasioned  by  given  children  ca- 
tli'tr tics  after  eruptive  diseases ;  a  practice  w.iiuii  medical 
men  in  general  acktiovvledge  to  be  totally  uuiu*eessary  ;  and 
1  hope,  jn  time  they  will  discontinue  wliut,  tliey  must  pi  i'- 
ceive,  is  hurtful.  It  is  nl^o  a  co  nmon  eustom  with  the 
lower  elns<5es  of  the  community,  to  give  ehildren  aprri- 
ents  for  heat  of' every  species;  whether  it  proceeds  fVoiri 
teeihincr,  from  a  cold,  from  the  ^^('ason  ot"  4lie  year,  from 
close  and  <  rowded  apartmcnls,  or  iVom  a  feather-hed.  This 
custom,  indeed,  is  not  confined  to  the  poor:  and  it  may 
be  doubted  whether,  in  modern  timesj  magnesia  not 
killed  more  than  the  sword. 

Purging  medicines  are  also  considered  by  the  ignorant, 
(a  numerous  tribe)  as  indispensably  necessary  in  every  kind 
of  cutaneous  disorder;  and  nothing  is  more  common  in  this 
metro|>olis>  than  to  ^ive  a  child  magnesia,  or  a  course  of 
altei-atives,  for  a  bug-bite* 

This  is  a  species  of  eruption  that  deceives  parents  and 
practitioners  more  frequently  than  any  other*   it  is,  in- 
deed,  by  far  the  most  common  eruption  of  any  in  g^ai 
towns;  and  affords  the  ignorant  and  the  malicious  an  ex* 
cellent  opportunity  of  abusing  the  cow*poz.   They  call 
it  a  humour;  and  pretend  it  is  owing  to  vaccination.  It 
nssumes  various  fprm:;:  at  first  it  is  like  the  stino:  of  a  net* 
tie,  or  a  nettle  rash ;  afterwards  it  resembles  a  miliary  erup- 
tion; then,  as  it  gradually  declines^  it  resembles  a  com- 
mon rash.   It  has*  however,  often  been  dignified  with 
pompous  names ;  and  been  the  subject  of  many  a  grave 
consultation.   It  sometimes  is  pustulous,  and  mistaken  for 
the  small-pox;  and  on  this,  as  well  as  maiw  other  ac- 
counts, is  not  to  be  considered  as  unworthy  of  notice  in  la 
Medical  Publication.    It  principally  affects  those  parts 
which  are  uncovered,  as  the  fkce,  neck,  and' the  fore  arm. 
The  upper  part  of  the  arm  is  generally  free  from  this  e- 
ruption ;  which  affords  an  easy  method  of  detecting  the 
nature  of  the  complaint. 

It  is  often  mistaken  for  the  itch ;  and  sulphur  is  applied 
in  vain,  till  winter  comes  and  removes  the  cause  of  the 
distemper.  l  am,  &c. 

JOHN  RING. 

JfaeSinet,  Hmmer  Square^  July  17,  1804» 
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Cme  of  Brainulab  Affection  fbobi  an  ixtsrnai^ 
Cause  ;  communicated  by  W.  Patt£Eson^  M.D.  of  Lon- 
donderry^ 

The  14tli  of  December,  I  BO  3,  a  ijentleman,  acred  abovx' 
lixiy  years,  \Vii»»  suddenly  attacked  with  a  scvt  rc  pain  in 
bis  forehead,  accoiiipaiiiod  with  so  much  nici^Miui  and 
stomiirh  sickness,  as  would  have  caused  \\\m  to  fall, 
bad  he  not  recdived  support.  To  these  symptoms  were 
added  a  coldness;  but  fiuiii  the  reporter  I  could  not  learn 
that  the  coldness  arose  to  a  visible  •shudder.  lie  was  put 
to  bed,  and  recourse  was  had  to  Hieciical  advice;  ueqord* 
iug  to  which,  blood-letting  pretty  hirgcly  in  the  arm^ 
purgiuii;,  and  l)listering  the  baek,  ie^s  and  UetMi,  iti  aiac* 
eessioQ^  were  the  measures  pursued. 

Four  days  sub?;equcut  to  the  seizure,  I  was  called  to  visit 
liim,  and  found  hiin  in  be<l,  cnmphuning  grievous!?  of  a 
?lolert  pain  in  the  forehead^  together  witb  an  irksome 
stricture  in  the  eye-balls  and  in  the  surrounding  tegu^ 
meiitA,  Tlie  functions  of  the  brain  were  impaired  by  a 
decree  of  stupor ;  but  when  spoken  to  in  a  round  Cone  of 
voice^  be  could  give  tolerably  correct  answers  to  the 
questions  tba^t  were  put  to  him;  yet  very  speedily  would 
be  relapse  into  the  same  state  of  stupor,  attended  frequent- 
ly witb  incoherent  mutierings*  His  pulse  at  the  wrist  was 
unequal,  labouring,  apd  accelerated,  with  a  tenseness  in 
the  coat  of  the  vessel ;  at  the  same  time,  the  temporal  ar- 
teries throbbed  considerably,  but  were  uniform  in  their 
action. 

The  countenance  was  sometimes  pale,  sometimes  red- 
dish, and  at  other  times  suffused  with  a  bluish  tinge ;  the 
eyeH  were  languid,  ^nd  the  sense  of  vision  seemed  so  much 
diminished,  thai  at  <jertain  periods  one  would  suspect  that 
it  were  totally  lost,  had  it  not  been  found  that  the  pupils 
were  influenced  by  the  light  of  a  candle  directed  on  them 
St  various  distances.  The  temperature  of  the  skin  was 
ipmetimes  pretty  high,  more  frequently  below  the  medium 
wsroith,  and  getierally  felt  languid  and  flaccid. 

Far  fluids,  there  was  sometimes  an  urgent  thirst ;  but  for 
tplids,  little  or  no  appetite  remained.  His  stomach,  in- 
deed, continued  to  have  a  loathing,  and  so  retrograde  a 
<lisposition  as  to  approach  towards  vomiting,  which  he  him* 
Kilf  considered  to  proceed  horn  vitiated  bile*  His  bowtls 
^ere  sluggish,  and  bad  not  emptied  tliemselves  isiuce  the 
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operation  of  the  laxative  medicine,  winch  was  a  space  of 
thirrv-six  hours  before  F  saw  liiii].  He  was  restless,  tossed 
much  ill  the  bed;  aiul  when  he  did  appear  to  get  sleep,  it 
jeseinUled  a  morbid  comatose  state  more  than  a  salutary 
repose.  Ihe  organs  of  respiration  did  not  appear  to  be 
particularly  eiiLraired,  nor  were  their  functions  so  much 
unpaired  as  mii^iu  i)c  e\pecte<l  from  the  iicineness  of  the 
case.    The  urinary  organs  were  equally  uiiallected. 

From  liie  preeeiiiug  phenomena,  I  concluded,  tlint  there 
existed  a  detenu i nation  of  blood  to  the  head,  with  in- 
creased tension  in  the  arteries  of  the  part.  Under  this 
impression,  1  orden  d  ioral  evncuatious,  by  means  of 
numerous  leeelies  to  liie  temples,  and  a  brisk  cathartic  to 
excite  and  enipty  Lho  bowels,  ns  well  as  to  promote  an  j 
equilibrium  m  liie  genera!  eirrnladnn.  Tlie  first  applica- 
tion of  the  leeches  procured  a  sensible  reliel';  aiul  there- 
fore it  was  repeated.  The  caili  u  tic  was  not  active  enougli 
in  its  operation^  and  accordingly  a  stronger  one,  composed 
of  calomel  and  aloes,  was  soon  given,  and  with  manifest 
advantage.  Tlie  stupor  in  a  short  time  decreased,  and  was 
succeeded  by  a  loud  talkative  raving,  accompanied  with 
an  unconsciousness  of  persons  and  things  around  him;  of 
Tvhich  inattentive  state  a  remnant  continued  during  te^e- 
ral  days,  as  particularly  indicated  by  an  illusion  respecting 
the  place  where  he  lay.  The  delirioos  condition  iastea 
some  hours,  and  was  loUowed  by  a  profound  sleep,  at<* 
tended  with  a  stertor  resembling  that  of  apoplexy,  but 
distinguishable  from  it  by  several  circumstances,  in  paitt- 
cular  by  a  softness  and  equable  movement  in  the  pulse. 

This  chanscj  which  occurred  within  eight  days,  was  the 
harbinger  of  convalescence,  which  gradually,  but  slowly, 
took  place.  The  principal  impediments  in,  the  progress 
were  a  tardy  return  of  appetite,  and  an  in<lisposition  to 
sleep  at  night,  both  which  remained  nearly  a  month.  At 
present  he  enjoys  as  good  a  ghare  of  health  as  his  age 
and  constitution  will  admit;  but  his  eye-sight  remains  \m* 
paired,  and  he  sometimes  feels  a  degree  of  pain  tn  the 
j'egioD  of  the  forehead* 

Considering  the  symptoms  and  phenomena  of  tUs  ease, 
\  am  led  to  conceive,  that  we  would  be  justifiable  in  setting 
it  diiwtt  ai  a  decided  instance  of  apoplexy,  some  leading 
marki^  of  which  it  manifestly  wanted.  No  doubt  it  might, 
like  other  diseases  of  the  biatn,  have  terminated  in  a  maiK- 
ner  f'estfwbling  an  apoplectic  catastrophe;  but,  if  il  haci 
any  shade  of  the  apoplectic  character,  it  certainty  was 
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rather  of  an  anomalous  description.    It  asmmod  f^o  many 
of  the  features  of  a  species  of  crvsipelas,  winch  takes 
place  in  the  uiembranjb  and  vessels  ot  the  brain,  in  the 
evening  of  life,  that  i  cannot  forbear   classing  it  as  a 
\ariety  of  that  afi'ection.    I  never  have  seen  legitimate 
ajxjplexy  take  into  its  train  so  many  symptoms  of  pyrexia, 
&nd  terminate  by  so  marked  a  crisis.    Add  to  this,  that,  in 
the  preceding  spring,  he  had  a  similar  attack,  attended 
vitb  a  more  tedious  head^ach,  which  was  succeeded  b j  ^  . 
nlotaiy  inflamed  eruption  on  the  face;  otid  tbat,  in  this  » 
cooniry,  not  lonr:  before  the  second  seizure,  he  had  a  fit  of 
the  agae,  to  which  he  was  subject  abooad*  As  to  the 
BOD^appearance  of  cutaneous  uiflammntion,  on  the  latter 
occasion,  the  repeated  blistering  might  be  vicarious  of  that 
phenoBienon  ;  of  which  the  only  external  spontaneous 
tpken  was  a  glutinotis  discharge  from  the  conjunctivae  and 
edges  of  the  eye^lids,  especially  those  of  the  left  side. 

/tt/jp  r,  1804. 


Nbw  MbTROB  of  obtaining  CoNCSKTJtATBn  VlNBGAB* 

By  Mr.  Krueger. 

Take  red  siilphat  of  iron,  3  ounces ;  acetit  of  lead,  half 
an  ounee.  ^lix  ihem,  and  put  them  into  a  retort  with  a 
long  neck ;  and  having  given  a  strong  lire,  two  drachms  of 
a  very  concentrate  d  vinegar  will  pa»$  over  iaio  the  receiv- 
er. This  acrtie  acid  is  quite  pure,  and  has  neither  a  sul- 
phurous smell,  nor  does  it  rontain  suipinuic  acid  or  lead. 
It  is  perfectVy  similar  to  thai  prepared  aiter  VV.esCeiidorf 
«iid  JuMuu's  method. 


Nsw  Mode  of  making  Lag  SuiFnuRik 

Eight  parts  of  sul[)liatof  potash  are  ignited  in  a  crnci*  ' 
bic  with  one  part  of  charcoal  powder;  and  after  the  inas!» 
btcorutj  li(|md,  it  is  dissolved  in  four  tliiu  it^  weight  of 
Water,  aud  builcd;  during  which  time  sul|>iuii  h  ad  Ud  till 
it  can  be  no  more  dissolved.  The  mixture  i.-.  aiu  rwards 
diluu  U  with  twenty  parts  of  water,  and  ^ufiercd  to  staftd. 
Tlieu  it  is  decanted,  and  precipitated  by  diluted  sulphuric 
acid.  The  quantitv  of  this  prt>iluetioii  ainouuts  to  one- 
balf  of  the  sulphai  ui  [ioi-ash  vvlueh  has  been  employed. 
The  sulphur  may  be  also  precipitated  by  concentrated  vi- 
^^!rar,  in  ord^r  to  obtaju,  at  ihc  aame  time,  acclitc  of  pot 
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.   Account  of  Diseases  in  an  Ea-^tcni  District  of  London, 
from  June  20  to  Julif  SOj  1804* 

ACUTE  DISEASES.  CoDVulsiO 

Peripneumonia    -   -   -  2  Ascites  -----  ,  -  s 

Enteritis    -    -    .    -    -  i  Anasarca    .    -   •   -  -  4 

.  Kheumatisnms  Acutiis   -  o  llydrothorax  -    -    -  5 

cmtoMt  DISEASES.  Ha'inonliois    -   -   -   .  4 

I'usM-^  10  Klieuniatismus  Clironicus  14 

Dyspnoea   .    -    -   -   -  5  vlerplual  diseases. 

Tussis  cutn  Dyspnoea    -  17  ^fenorrliagia  i^ocliialis  -  6 

•lia:moj>{ysis    -    -    -    -  2  Kphc mcra  -----  4 

Phthvsis  Pulmonalia     -  4  Abscessus  Mainmjc  -   -  I 

Hepatitis  Chroiiica  -    -  2  INFANTILE  diseases. 

^>LTop[luia  -----  3  Pertussis     -    -    -    -    -  7 

Chlorosis    -----  5  Ophthalmia    -   -   -  -  3 

Paralysis     -    -    -    .    -  o  Spina  Bifida    -    -    -   -  1 

Ccpiiaiulgitt    -   -   -   -  ^  Herpes  -   -   -       -  5 

'  The  patient  referred  to  in  the  libt,  as  afflic  ted  by  cott- 
vulsions,  M  cis  Irec^uciitly  attacked  by  sympionis  very  near* 
1^'  reseiiiblin:^  those  whii-h  sometimes  preeede  tlie  epilep- 
tic p.iioxysni.  Epilej)sia,  indeed,  in  most  iiisiaiices,  oc- 
curs so  suddenly,  as  hardly  to  give  any  warning  to  the 
patient  himself,  or  to  those  who  arc  near  him;  but  at  0- 
ther  times  the  disease  is  preceded  bv  some  milder  symp* 
totris,  and  a  giddiness,  tinnitus  aut  ium,  [>ain  of  the  lieiul, 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  slic:ht  spasinodic  affcetio.is 
iti  diderent  parts  of  the  body,  introciuce  tiie  eomplt^ie  pJ'- 
roxysm.  Several  of  these  symptoms  oeeurred  in  ilie  case 
referred  to.  Considerable  pain  in  the  head  usuaily  accom- 
panied the  convulsive  (witches  iu  the  iace^  and  other  spas* 
Diodic  affections. 

Being  informc^l  that  medicines  of  tli*'  anti'-pasmodic 
class  had  been  very  liberally  admini?U'ied,  without  iwo- 
curing  any  relief,  leeches  were  directed  to  l)e  applied  if» 
the  temples.  From  this  evaciMiIon  considerable  iclict  was 
obtained;  and  the  bowels  bemg  ke[>l  open  by  gentle  ec- 
coprotics,  the  paiit  iii  continued  free  from  his  complaint 
during  a  longer  interval  than  he  had  before  enjoyed. 

Upon  a  return  of  the  symptoms,  leeches  were  iigain  ap- 
plied to  the  temples,  and  a  blister  was  placed  behind  each 
ear,  and  kept  open  for  a  considerable  tnne  by  nng.  Sabiiu 
shuce  wUicii  he  has  not  had  any  icturn  oi  his  coiupUiut. 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phijfical  JournaU 

GENTLBMBN, 

A.  Delicate  female,  letnU  25,  sent  for  me  on  the  Tf)th  of 
May,  who  1  fouiiU  labouring  under  a  complication  of  dis« 
eases ;  she  had  been  for  some  time  subjVct  to  dysentery^ 
and  now  was  seized  with  a  more  formidable  and  alarm  nip^ 
complaint,  namely,  pneumonia;  inspiration  was  attended 
with  the  mo*»t  acute  stitch  of  her  right  side,  and  she  wag 
obliged  to  be  propped  up  in  bed,  not  1)1  ing  able  to  endure  a 
rccambeiK  posture  {  her  pulse  was  full  and  frequent,  coun- 
tenance Hushed;  dnd  though  she  was  much  debilitated  by 
the  alvine  discharge,  phlebotomy  appeared  to  be  the  only 
remedy  calculated  to  afford  relief  in  this  dilemma  I 
therefore  took  from  her  arm  t\tclve  ounces*  of  blo^d,  sent 
her  a  refrigerant  rtiedicine,  and  left  the  strictest  injuncti-* 
ons  respecting  her  regimen«  '  '  '  '  ' 

On  the  following  day,  the  smallest  amendment  was  not 
perceptible;  the  8titch>  [ungiifg  and  pyrexia  con  tinned 
with  unabated  violence.  1  now  determined  to  give  thd 
frxrr/.  digitalis  a  fair  trial,  but  thought  I  shoula  not  ba 
justified  by  leaving  my  patient  in  so  much  dmress,  with* 
out  aofain  availins:  myself  of  the  advatuaii^^e  of  another 
Weediu£!^;  T  acctjrdifiuly  drew  oti*  eight  ounces  more,  an<l 
sent  ht-r  a  blister,  to  be  a}»[ilieci  to  ihc  paiL,  ua!i  these 
flraiii^hts:  R.  Spt.  a?li),  nitrosi  5j.  tinet.  diixitalU  gll.  40,  luj. 
puia'  .^ij.  M.  ft.  haust.  niilte  no.  ij.  eapi.  j.  bis  d«  die.  in 
the  evening  I  visited  her,  and  -sc  nt  another  iiiUous//lr;it]i:kt7 
ouiittiii^  tlie  digitalis,  not  wuian^  to  pu:>h  it  any  iiuLncr* 
the  first  day.  *  ,        >  ^  -^^ 

On  the  <2lst,  I  found  her  in  a  recn  i  bent  |)u.scijre,,i*^f lin^j 
ing  to  her  rii;ht  >i:le;  she  said  the  sniLillcsl  inuscmeivt  IVoiji 
tlie  pieiCiU  position,  Qccasionrd  int  xpressibh'  luiiuix';  iier 
countenance  was  less  flushed,  and  lier  ^ikin  jeii  nioi  .t,  but  • 
she  observed  that  the  stileli  was  as  bad  as  ev.^r  ;  she  neilht  r 
could  bear  any  one  to  move  her,  nor  couid  she  a'u  r  her 
position.  L(  t  me  ask  any  ot  iny  jnedical  bretliren,  it  a 
repetition  of  bleechng  was  not  plainly  indicated,  according 
to  the  received  opinio4^  of  ail  authors  j  and  .such  treatment 
vould  have  hceu  couaidered  sound  practice,  and  would 
roost  assuredly  have  been  adopted  by  any  one,  whose  ex- 
perience  bud  not  taught  him,  that  there  yet  remained  a 
remedy,  which  ^urpa^d  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
that  coutd  ;havff  boco  coBceWed  ot'  .it^  in  tho  cure  of 
'  (  Ko.  66.  )  I  phtbi^U 
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phthisis  pnlmoDalis;  and  reasoning  ipso  facto,  abotit  the 
modus  operandi  ejusdem  medfcamiMi^i  in  this  diftease^ 
would  be  encouraged  to  hope  fur  success  from  its  admi- 
nistration in  pneumonia  also.  As  her  purging  and  tenea* 
mus  still  remained^  I  this  day  increased  the  .digitalis  t» 
^tt.  100,  (omitting  the  spt.  aether  nitros.)  which  she  took 
at  three  different  ptTiods,  that  is,  to  «»tt.  33  to  a  dose. 

Tlie  'Z2d,  >hc  was  able  tu  iiitci  licr  posiiion,  and  observed 
the  air  descended  further  into  her  lnn«i:s,  though  a  hasty 
inspiration  could  nut  have  been  endim  d.    licr  pulse  had 
bXMik  considerably;  her  face  bore  evldi^'nt  marks  ot  ana- 
sarca, its  enlargement  and  putfy  t'eel  heine:  ncuieed  by  her- 
self and  every  one  wlio  saw  lier,    1  bad  sutVu  iLni  cause  to 
con gratti laic  myself  on  the  resolntiou  I  foruied>  ot  aban- 
don nig  the  use  of  the  lancet,  although  the  last  blood  I 
took   away,   exhibited  that  cup-like  appearance  su  ire- 
*^4ieoily  observed,  having  the  edge  of  the  crassameiitum 
^curled  in,  and  i,ts  whole  surface  covered  with  a  very  ibick 
crust  of  coagulable  lymph,  'the  same  quantity  digitalis 
nwos  continued  this  day. 

,  The  23d,  she  was  able  to  set  up  in  bed,  respiration  be- 
-came  easy,  and  she  only  complained  of  soreness  in  the 
part;  her  pulse  was  now  about  OO,  and  as  the  danger  irom 
loflammati.on  vanished,  1  began  to  direct,  my  attention  to 
•^bejtate  of  her  bowels;  thp  aliment  passed  off  almost  as 
fastasiit  was  xeceived;  pam  and  tenesmus  she  still  suffered 
4,-reatly  from.  ft.  Tinct.  opii  gtt.  40,  digital,  gtt.  30,  aq. 
p«rH5  |il  M.  ft*  haust.  horfe  decubitus  sumend.  1  haw  an 
ma  .t\uLt  dig  itajis  counteracU  the  stimulant  dfects  of 
miom,  w<hich  reason  for  combining  them  in  this 


The  ''4t>i  sl>c  v>as8ecl  a  tolerable  night,  an4  to  day  took 
Wjie  two" follow u.g  ct.'ai'n'hts.   R.  TiBct.  opii,  gtt.  30;  digit. 
Mt  "o  no.  purffi      SI.  ft.  hamt.  A.  M.  et  bora  .oiDni. 

'*^'h,;  C5 'l.>cr  mofionf  were  Ie.8  frequent.  I  now  omittcj 

'the  dii^'italis,  au<l  ftnvc  hot  pulv.  ipec.  comp.  gr.viij  ttr  de 

'!lic-  tliis  ,ned>ciae  by  the  .'xssi.Uiace  of  cret.  ppt.  occasion- 

d  ;  conioiM..cl,  with  a  gcnero«,  diet,  completed  the  cure. 

h.uke  4ih  ot  .lano  flie  w.-is  tree  from  every  complaint, 

v^«hilitv  cxcri.tetl,  continuing  to  regain  lo»t  ytamMia.  » 
^ebjUt}  ex         ,  ^^^^^^^        suckling  astout 

i^irUlve  mouil.s  old,  which  1  prevailed  upon  her  to 

y*t*^\fh^r  ;n<tmco  of  pulmonic  infiimuuaiion  occnrrcd  to 
othrda?roccasiouc<l  by  l-mg  f„  .  lv,  and  blow- 
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^nn^  miller^  attached  to  a  vdlanteer  corps ;  and  in  this 
€iae  the  digitaltft  wa^  crowned  wkh  the  saihe  success ;  id 
1«8  than  twenty-four  hours/  his  pulsej  which  had  heen  at 
lfl(>»  was  reduced  to  60;  his  countenance  though  highly 
crittwoiied^  by  the  same  mean^  was  chauged  to  iu  ii'uiural 
aspect. 

I'have  to  ohsLTve,  when  wc  arc  called  in  to  visit  patients 
•m  this  acme  and  dangeroui  disease;  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  trust  etitiiely  to  the  effects  ot  di<;itali<?,  because 
some  time  wili  elapse  lirt'ore  it  exerts  it:^  iiitluence  in  the 
body,  so  as  to  cheek  the  undiie  iinpituii  of  the  blood  ;  but 

no  time  can  coii.^iM<  iiLl y  with  the  safety  of  the  patient 
i^e  lost,  1  conceive  it  ought  to  be  admiiusicred  immedi- 
ately alter  the  first  bleeding,  in  a  quantity  pruportiuned  to 
the  urcrency  of  {\\v  t;tse,  and  it  wiii  frequeruly  happen 
tiiai  a  M  cond  hi  t  ding  may  be  requisite^  beioje  this  potent 
sedative  Ims  ehected  our  purpose. 

1  imajjine  it  operates  ehielly  on  the  nervous  system,  and 
IS  indued  with  the  peculiar  property  of  restraining  ujorbid 
e.vcitahjlity,  or  in  reducing  the  increased  mobility  of  the 
vital  principle  to  its  proper  level  and  healthy  standard. 
How  often  the  lancet  has  been,  and  is  stiil,  used  in  pnea^  . 
mouic  caseS;  is  too  weii  known  to  every  pra(ititioncr  ;  and 
^ho  is  there  that  has  not  witnessed  the  melancholy  effects 
emanating  from  this  mode  of  depletion  ^  \Mn^  atrophy! 
lingerbg  drt^^!  and  a  variety  of  evils,  occurring  sofre» 
oaeatlv,  as  to  render  a  particalar  account  of  them  in 
this  place  quite  unnecessary,  occasioned  entirely  by  rob* 
bing  the  body  of  that  faiuium,  which  is  the  sine  qu&  nod 
of  its  existence. 

1  think  it  fair  to  conclude,  that  my  female  patient,  who 
Was  Dearly  worn  thread-bare  by  disease,  previously,  to  be^ 
having  been  seized  with  pneumonia,  would  in  all  probabi-* 
lity  have  died  dropsical,  if  the  lancet  instead  of  digitalis 
had  been  solely  confided  in.  Thenl^rhat  inferences  may 
be  deduced  froni  this  conclusion?  The  happiest  presaged 
ts^^y  surely  be  formed  of  its  salutary  eflects,  when  em* 
ploved  as  nreqdcntly  as  its  virtues  demand  it  should  be.  - 

This  medicine  admits  of  more  extensive  applicatiod  ^ 
than  many  may  suppose ;  in  asthma,  it  wHl  anbrd  great 
Khef.  I  had  a  patient  the  other  day,  to  whom  1  adminis*' 
tered  the  remedies  generally  used  on  these  occasiorii,  with* 
OQt deriving  any  advnntagc  from  them;  but  as  Soon  as  he 
took  this  medicine  his  health  improved  daily.  It  is  in  thi* 
complaint  as  well  as  many  others,  that  theory  and  practice 
are  at  Variance,  ycL  I  must  say,  accuidiiig  to  the  opipion  I 

1  2  have 
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have  formed  of  it,  tliat  the  Muteriti  Medica  cannot  boast 
of  a  medicine^  which  does  in  a  geoerai  way  more  eilectu- 
ally  fuhii  e%*ery  intention,  considered  in  a  pathological 
point,  of  view.  Some  time  ago>  1  used  it  in  ascites  and 
anasarca:  Aman/i^ed  tifty-live^  who  laboured  under  an 
intermittent  a  considerable  time,  in  Essex,  was  so  much 
■reduced  by  it  when  he  applied  to  me,  that  I  formed  a  very 
unfavourable  prognosis  of  hbji ;  the  cells  of  the  adipose 
jnembrane  from  head  to  foot  were  filled  with  water,  and 
the  ahdomtu  so  much  distended  tlint  it  did  not  contain  less 
than  three  gallons  of  fluid.  His  intermittent^  a  quotidian^ 
was  easily  cured  by  ziw.  vitriol,  (a  medicine  which  I  took 
occasion  to  recommend  the  other  day  in  your  Journal) 
gr.  v.  indies;  after  which,  he  took  .squills^  calomel.  Sec* 
rubbing  in  iing.  Iiydr.  fort,  during  this  course.  The  squills^ 
though  givc;i  in  liberal  doses,  were  of  no  avail  in  dis^ 
charinng  the  water ;  but  as  soon  as  digitalis  was  employed, 
the  extravasated  fluid  soon  made  its  exit,  in  copious  quan** 
tities,  and  the  man  is  now  enjoying  good  health,  free  from 
any  appearance  of  fresh  accuniulaiion. 

As  the  human  niiud  is  ever  iia[)!e  to  run  iulo  extremes, 
outstripping  ific  huuiulaiics  of  calm  ;tii(l  tlispassionate  rea- 
son ;  1  wish  to  observe,  that  the  high  opiiiiuu  which  / 
enleri.in»  of  this  remedy,  is  founded  on  tlic  unerring  test 
of  cxpciieacc,  the  guide  aiul  polar  star  of  every  science, 
and  which  is  the  only  rational  \v»iy  by  which  wc  can  iiopc 
to  attain  to  any  mode  of  improvement  in  Physic,  tliat  in  so 
manv  instances  is  vriicd  bv  a  mist,  through  which  the 
brightest  beams  ol  human  uiidcrbtanding  cannot  penetrate. 

iVltcr  luiving  nio^t  iaith fully  represented  ea=es  in  sup- 
port of  this  excciictiL  medicine,  where  its  eliects  must 
a]»})('ar  so  ev'dcnt  a!id  striking,  as  to  dcfv  and  put  keen 
cilmd  casuistry  to  the  bhish  :  need  1  fear  the  snarls  of  the 
incredulou>,  or  ciue  for  the  distempered  remarks  of  the 
idle  disputant,  who-  more  for  the  sake  of  displaying  iiis 
controve  rsial  p<jwcrs,  than  benefitting  s(;eieiy,  so  fre  quently 
takes  shelter  under  a  borrowed  name  ,  and  thus  cowardly, 
when  secure  l)ehiad  the  bastion  of  obscurity,  lets  fly  hif 
envenomed  ttiiafts. 

'  There  are  nu  n  w  hose  timidity  prevents  them  from  Ycn- 
turing  out  of  the  beaten  track  of  their  predecessors;  ttis 
not  from  such  that  we  can  expect  improvements,  particu** 
larly  in  Physici  where  so  much  remains  to  be  done;  for 
as  a  IVofesBor  properly  ob^*  rves  to  his  pupils,  "  ^'our  pre- 
sent instructions  are  only  intended  as  a  fouudation«  on 
which  you  are  to  build,"  As  if  conscious  of  iiinmncrable 
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difficulties,  which  mqst  ev.er  remain  insuimoQntablej 
should  the  mind  not  be  sut&red  to  sour  beyojid  tUe  narrow 
iimits  of  scholastic  dogmas. 

De  too  ipnm  studio  .ooiQectanim  ceperi^ 

An  Veritas  aut  p«rfi(Uii  hiuic  mentem  guheriittt 

I  shall  conclude  with  a  borrowed  phrase  reversed,  mc- 
bercule  digitalis  sedat!  I  ani^  ^c. 

AwKty,  Hants,  Julif  1,  liiU4.  liALPH.  CUMING. 


Ok  the  prbsent  Sta^te  op  our  Knowledge  of  Opiuh* 

By  A.  F.  Gbhlex,  of  Berlin* 

(    CuQtinucd  iVum  uur  last  pp.  38^-44.  ) 

Mr.  JOSSE  likew  iae  remarks,  that  the  w^ator  with  which 
opiura  is  washed,  and  wliich  contains  the  extractive  mat- 
ter in  sohition,  bccumes  tattv,  and  that  also  tlie  surface  ot* 
the  (;]utinous  matter  reinuuiing  on  the  liltruni  is  covered 
wiui  a  culourt  (1  t.iMv  cuticle,  which  he  takes  to  be  merely  . 
Jiccidental,  aa  he  tliinks  it  may  he  deiived  liuai  die  oil  or 
lai  Willi  which  those  persoui  who  prepare  the  opium-cakes 
in  Asia  aiiuint  tlieir  hands.    This  opinion,  however,  is  by 
BO  means  probable,  particularly  as  the  hue  oL^li  vaLiuiis  of 
Derosne  and  Prou-r,  have  evinced  that  an  oily  matter  is 
really  contained  in  opimn.    IVoust  thinks  it  to  originate 
from  the  pollen  of  papavt  r,  thus  partaking  of  the  natCire  of 
wax.   This  eonj(  eture  is  l  unfirmed  by  Mr.  Derosne's  me- 
thod of  obLaininii  it.    After  haviii!/  several  times  extracted 
the  opium  with  water  and  then  with  alcohol  in  gentle  heat, 
he  let  alcohol  boil  with  the  residuum,  and  filtrated  the 
liquor,  which  on  cooling  deposited  an  oily  solid  black 
browD  substance.    This  being  again  dissolved  in  boiling, 
alcohol,  it  was  also  precipitated  on  cooling  in  a  very  di- 
vided form  and  with  a  yellowish  grey  colour.    It  is  now 
known  to  be  a  property  of  wax,  that  it  dissolves  ip  boiling 
alcohol,  but  is  again  separated  on  cooling*   Mr.'  Derosne 
obtained  from  one  pound  of  opium  about  an  ounce  of  this 
suhstaoce,  which,  as  this  gentleman  says,  imparts  the  par* 
ticular  smell  to  opium,  and  is  the  only  constituent  that 
retttitis  it,  while  the  other  constituent  particles  entirely 
lose  this  odour.  Hence  it  may  be  explained,  why  Mr.  Josse 
^oiild  ascribe  the  smell  and  -tupifying  qualities  of  opium, 
to  what  lie  calls  gluten,  as  this  oily  substatice  could  not  be 
separated  from  it,  according  to  his  manner  of  .proceeding. . 
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Another  ^nbstaace^  which  haa  been  likewise  overlooked 
'in  some  of  the  .modern  analyses^  is  a  particular  saline  mas- 
ter, already  noticed. by  Neumann^  Hoflmann,  and  Tralles. 
Tvho  thought  it  to  be  an  apid^  an  opinion  lately  renewed 
by  Mr.  Proast.  The  observations  however  which  Mr.  Dc*. 
rosnie  has  pablished  on  this  snbject  are  the  following.  He 
extracted  opium  with  ten  times  its  quantity  of  dWtilled 
lirater,  wfaicii  operation  he  repeated  till  all  the  parts  soluble 
|n  ^ater  were  separated,  and  he  gently  evaporated  the 
liquors,  ivhich  he  nad  thus  obtained^  to  the  consistency  qf 
a  thick  syrup.  On  cooling,  the  thick  liquor  became  gra* 
nulatedj  which  §cenied  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  separ 
Wfid  substance.  On  diluting  It  with  four  parts  of  water  it 
appeared  turbid,  and  a  considerable  sediment  was  sepa^ 
rated  on  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  The  liquor  being  de* 
canted  and  again  evaporated^  still  yielded  a  small  portion 
of  it.  After  havinq;  collected  it  on  the  filtrnm  and  washecl 
it,  it  showed  a  dark  brown  colour,  and  at  the  first  sight 
seemed  to  be  composed  of  resin  and  o.\  vdated  albuminous 
matter;  hut  on  exnnininij  it  more  closely,  it  appeared  to 
consist  of  i\n  iiHiuinc  i  ah!<  (jiuuitity  of  small  shining  crys- 
tals. Boiling  ^\  ntrr  iln  w  out  of  it  a  sinall  portion  of  ex- 
traetive  Uiattcr.  Alcohol,  when  boilinir,  dissolved  thcui^but 
on  cooling  deposited  them  again  m  a  (.jv^ialliiu'  form. 
The  same  substance  mav  be  obtained  bv  tr(Nitinir  ihe  rcai- 
duum,  which  is  not  soluble  in  water,  with  aleuhul. 

Mr.  Derosne  having  diir-ested  it  with  six  parts  of  alcohol, 
in  a  heat  of  35^ — 40<^  Reaum.  filtrated  the  dark  red  liquor 
when  still  warm,  wiiieh  on  cooling  deposited  crystals.  By 
repeated  solution  of  this  substance  in  alcohol  and  crystalli- 
sation it  is  obtained  quite  pure  and  free  fVom  resin  and  the 
abovementioned  oily  matter.    One  pound  of  opium  yields 
about40 grainnics  Pre  nrh  weight.  In  this  stat<\  purified  by 
repented  crystallizations,  opinin  appears  white  and  ervstal-* 
lized  in  regular  fnseiles  or  prisms.    It  is  without  smrll  aiifi 
,odour,  not  soluble  in  cold  water,  but  dissolves  in  4(K)  parts 
of  boiling  water,  from  which  however  it  is  again  precipi- 
tated on  cooling.   Tincture  of  turnsol  is  not  reddened  by 
it.    It  requires  of  boiling  alcohol  abont  24  parts  for  solu- 
tion, l)ut  ifi  the  cold  about  KK)  parts.   One  of  the  most ' 
distinguishing  characters  of  xhis  substance  is  it9  easy  solu- 
bih'ty  in  acids,  vegetable  a$  well  ay  mineral,  without  the 
ii5;sistance  of  heat.   On  saturating  such  a  ^olutioip  with  an 
alkali,  tliat  substance  is  precipitated  in  form  of  a  white 
powder.    It  is  made  somewlial  solnble  in  water  by  caustic 
alkalies :  but  it  is  precipitated,  from'  this-  solution  by  add- 
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licr  n  small  portion  of  an  ncid.    It  is  dissolved  by  ether 
and  vulaiile  oils  in  the  warmth,  but  sepHrates  attain  in  a 
liquid   oily   form,   and  siioots  soon  after  into  crystals^ 
Throw  n  on  livinc:  coals  it  takes  fire,  and  bums  with  the 
same  Hame  as  oilier  c< 'in^mstihle  vegetable  substances  do. 
\\  ln^n  licated  in  a  s[)oon  it  gradunlly  uieits  like  small 
pieces  of  wax.    When  exposed  iii  a  retort  to  a  gradually 
incrpjKHd  fire,  it  begins  to  melt  and  to  puff  nf)_,  whereby 
the  retort  is  filled  wiih  white  fumes  which  are  condensed 
near  the  neck  of  the  retort  as  an  oily  ve  Ho  wish  substance, 
and  at  the  same  time  some  phlegma  with  carbonat  of 
ammonia  passes  over.   Towards  the  end  of  the  operation 
carbonic  acid  gas,  dry  ammonia,  and  carbonated  hydrogen 
gas  are  disengaged,  while  there  remains  in  the  retort  a 
voluminous,  iight,  spongy,  and  shining  coaU   The  oWy 
sobstance  deposed  in  the  neck  of  the  retort  is  very  tough, 
and  possesses  a  particular  nromalic  smell  and  an  acrid' 
taste.  Nitric  acid  poured  on  the  grossly  pulverised  crystals 
imparts  to  them  a  reddish  colour,  dissolving  them  after* 
wards  with  great  ease.   The  solution,  heated  and  evapor 
rated,  yields  crystals  of  oxalic  acid  in  a  proportion  ably 
great  quantity.  The  l^siduum  of  the  solution  is  very  bitter. 
-  From  the  jost  mentioned  properties  of  this  sobstance, 
Mr,  Derosne  thinks  himself  e;ititled  to  consider  it  at  a 
particular  matter,  and  as  a  new  proximate  constituent  of 
tegetables;  and  he  remarks,  that  on. account  of  those  pro- 
perties it  can  be  no  acid,  as  has  been  maintained  by  some 
chemists.   Hie  easy  solubility  of  this  substance,  and  likt* 
wise- of  the  resinous  and  oily  particles  of  opium  in  adds,  . 
may  account  for  the  action  of  vinegar,  employed  as  an 
aotidote  of  opium,  and  he  believes  that  other  acids  operate 
ia  the  same  way,  atid  are  capable  of  presenting  the  dele- 
terious effects  oi^  opium  by  dissolving  those  difficultlv  sohi- 
bie  parts  of  that  substance.    This  opinion  is  contrary  to 
that  of  Mr.  Josse,  who  thinks  acids  to  be  very  prejudicial 
to  the  body  when  opium  has  been  given,  a^i  deleterious 
substant'cs  iiave  a  greater  ethcacy  in  a  dis-^olved  torni  ; 
Mr.  Derosne,  however,  assures;  us,  tliat  he  has  administered 
ffom  six  lo  eighteen  ijrains  of  opium  to  dogs,  which  were 
«ll  allectc-d  w  ith  the  avuipioms  nttendin'j-  too  fi^reat  a  dose  of 
that  substance,  but  most  of  tliem  were  relieved  and  cure4 
i>v  Lriviiig  tht.'vn  vineu:ar. 

C'.iustic  an<l  carbuiirited  alkalis  prf»ilu<  o  ,i  copious  prcei- 
pvtation  in  the  aqnvous  solution  of  opium;  Mr,  Proust 
consider-  tliis  preeipitaie  a;?  pure  resin,  but  Mr.  Derosne 
Uuuki  It  to  be  a  compound  substance.    He  added  to  h 
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^sohiiion  of  opiufn  in  six  pftrtt/  of  water,  prepared  in  tfa^ 
cMf  a  solution  of  carbonat  of  kali,  tiU  nothing  was  pre^ 
cipitated*  The  remaining  liciuor^  after  being  «i  little  eva-i 
porated,  yielded  another  smail  portion  of  that  precipitate, 
)viiich,.  when  washed  with  cold  water,  had  a  greyish  colonrj 
a  granulatj^d  appearance,  and  not  much  t^te*  Boiling* 
alcohol  dissolved  about  three-fourths  of  it,  and  received  a 
dark  red  colour;  and  the  solution  being  filtrated,  yielded 
on  cooling,  an  irregular  reddish  crystallization*  iThe  re* 
maining  ulcohol  cuntaincd  anotlior  small  portiou,  which 
could  be  separated  by  evaporation.  TUc  part  wliich  hud 
been  insoluble  in  alcohol  was  dissolved  ia  boiling  water; 
the  solution  had  a  dark  colour,  but  on  cooling  a  white 
powder  tVli  tu  the  botUMu,  wliicli  after  being  edulcorated 
and  flricd,  \\i\s  insoluble  in  boiling  water,  but  tbrovs  n  into 
a  rtd  hot  crucible  burned  with  a  variously  coluuicil  liaiuc, 
leaving  behind  carbonat  of  liiiic  with  a  lift  it-  kali.  The 
same  result  was  observed  in  that  part  whieh  remained  in- 
soluble in  water,  on  being  dried  and  burnt.  The  part  ot" 
the  precipitate  produc  ed  by  alkali,  which  was  insoluble  in 
uleoliol,  coniistii  con^iquently  of  linie,  and  a  vcgolable 
matter.  The  crystalline  substance  separated  from  the  al- 
cohol was  tlie  same  which  1  have  above  mentioned,  ihuugU 
it  showrfl  some  diiterence,  arising  Iroin  the  ditierent  nian- 
JRT  of  obtaining  it.  Its  taste  is  a  little  bitttr  ;  it  does  not 
crystallize  so  regularly,  and  it  seems  to  be  more  st*lublc ; 
its  '."liitipn  changes  the  l)hie  e(»]our  of  the  syrupus  viola- 
rum  into  green.  Being  heated  it  crackles  belore  it  melts. 
Its  solution  in  alcohol  is  not  rendered  turbid  by  tlie  addi- 
tion of  water,  but  some  time  alter  small  crystals  appear  in 
the  liquor.  The  dry  distillation  yields  the  same  results  as 
have  been  above  mentioned,  except  the  remaining  coal 
being  less  volnmlnous,  and  containing  after  the  incinera- 
tion more,  alkali,  which  seems  to  account  for  the  little 
differences  pbserved  l>etween  this  and  the  foregoing  sob* 
sti'ince. 

The  aqueous  solution  of  opium  ireddens  the  tincture  of 
turnsol,  according  to  Mr.  Derosne,  thus  indicating  the 
presence  of  an  tM^d*  He  thought  to  discpver  the  tatter  in 
the  alkaline  liquor,  standing  over  the  precipitate  pro- 
duced by  alkali,  on  which  nccount  he  evaporated  the  Ik 
quor  to  the  consistency  of  a  syrpp,  and  sttfi'ered  it  to  stand 
for  several  days,  in  prdcr  (o  prpdu(;e  n  crystaUiifltiop. 
Some  time  after  crystals  wpre  found  U>  W  fprmed  in  the 
liquor,  but  they  were  few,  find  so  combined  ^'itli  the  ex* 
tritctive  matter,  that  Mr*  ji)erosue  could  nol  e^caminc  tli^* 
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On^irliole)  he  thinks  thai  the  acid  present  id  opSnm  u 
ootbiog  else  bnt  acetic  acid,  which  is  so  Irequemiy  met 
widi  in  other  vegetable  extracts.  Besides  those  crystalline 
substances,  the  watery  c-\irat:l  oi  opium  cuiitairrs,  accord- 
in:^  tu  .Mr.  Der(jsne*s  researche**,  exlractivc  matter  and  re- 
5111,  which  last  is  conlaiiied  iu  it  in  a  greater  proj)(»rtlon, 
when  the  s<ilution  is  made  more  concentrated,  because  the 
e.\tiae{iV(  ni.citr  renders  the  resin  soluble.  The  latter 
however  ^r[);u  :'.t<'s  Ironi  the  wutery  solution,  by  evapora- 
tion, to  the  I  oiist-teuey  of  a  syrup,  and  by  disiiulving  ihc 
txtrart  again  in  form  of  a  soft  tough  mass,  which  after- 
wards hardens.  It  may  be  perfectly  separated  by  a  proper 
treatmeiu  with  aicuiioi,  whereby  part  of  it  remains  insohi- 
ble,  uhicii  Mr.  Dernane  takes  for  oxydated  extractive 
matter,  and  Mr.  iiuchholz  for  a  close  consbiiiution  of  resin  ^ 
^vllb  gluten.  Lastly,  the  watery  solution  of  opium  con- 
tains  some  sulphat  of  lime  and  ^ulphat  of  kali,  which  may 
be  separated  by  alcohol  or  by  the  incineration  of  the  ex* 
traet.  The  residuum  of  opium*  which  has  been  extracted 
T^ith  water  aod  alcohoi*  consists  oi*  vegetables,  frequently 
mixed  with  sand  and  small  atones,  from  which,  according 
to  Mr.  Derosne,  a  small  portion  of  amyiumj  of  mucilage 
and  gluten  may  be  extracted  by  boiling  water*  Mr.  Bucli^i^ 
holz  obtained  from  the  residuum^  kaouuhouc^  by  treating 
it  with  ether.     "  . 

From  all  those  experiments  and  observations  respecting 
Ifae  nature  of  opium,  the  foiiowing  results  may  be  drawn. 

U  It  18  not  yet  sufficiently  known  in  what  manner 
opium  is  prepared  in  Asia,  nor  is  it  probable  that 
common  opium  is  the  juice  extilled  from  the  poppy 
heads,  inspissated  in  the  air;  as,  according  to  Mr.  Oubuc'a 
pbsenrattons,  the  juice  spontaneously  extiliing  from  the 
capsules  is  not  possessed  or  the  narcotic  smell,  which  com-* 
mon  optam  always  possesses.  The  observations  of  Dubuc, 
ud  or  Kuhn,  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  the  opium  extiliing 
from  the  incisions  of  the  capsules  is  kneaded  and  mixed 
with  the  fermented  mass  or  squeezed  poppy  lieads  and 
leaves,  and  afterwards  wrapt  in  the  leaves  of  the  plant. 

2-  Opiinn  is  a  very  compound  substnncc.  Besides  the 
volatile  narcotic  principle,  it  contains  extractive  t/iatt<r, 
WfictVtffire,  ?t.si;/,  and,  accord  in  <^  to  several  observations,  /m 
Vilf/  }.i(Utcr,  resembling  wax,  lo  whi<;li  the  narcotic  an<l 
lieletcriyiis  f)roperties  of-opiuui  are  by  soine  particularly 
a'scribtd ;  farther,  a  i  r/jsttiiiint  sud^ltmct,  w  hich  is  neither 
of  a  saline  nor  an  acid  nature:  a  mhatarKC  similar  to  the 
uUiumiuo)is  matter  yyhi^U  \&  ;&e^ttrat«d  ii^om  green  vegeta- 
ble 
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ble  juices^  and  which  some  coosider  as  gluten ;  a  mmII 
proportion  of  J[aaui$kouc,  and  the  remainder  of  different  ve* 
geiable  particles.  The  proportion  of  theae  constituents 
seems  not  always  to  be  the  same ;  and  from  want  of  com* 
parative  examinations,  it  is  not  as  yet  ascertained  whether 
all  sorts  of  opium  contain  the  same  constituents^  some  of 
whiqb  undoubtedly  reguixe  farther  examination. 


Letier  from  Dr,  l)e  Carro,  to  the  Editors  of  the  Biblio^ 

ikcQut  Britannique.  ^ 

You  have  fieen  by  niy  preceding  letter*?,  :\nd  my  work 
on  Eaiitern  vacciiiRtion,  what  a  rapid  progress  that  happy 
discovfi  y  has  made  in  Asia.  Huherto  we  have  not  heard 
that  ir  V  a.^  cxtrnflrd  into  the  peninsula  of"  Indosmn  ;  but  a 
letter  troin  Bombay  informs  me,  that  the  vacciiie  praelice 
is  general  trom  Capt?  Comorin  to  Delhi.  I  have  just  ex- 
perienced a  fresh  grntiHciition^'  that  of  having  laid  ilic 
foundation  of  the  same  practice  in  Persia,  The  occasion 
was  as  follows. 

Dr«  Milne^  who  is  attaclicd  to  the  English  factory  at 
Basf^ora^  after  inoculating  a  p:reat  number  of  the  children 
that  cityj  had  experienced  an  interruption  in  procuring 
a  supply  of  fresh  matter,  and  had  trusted  to  impregnated^ 
threads,  lancets,  and  glasses.    Having  to  his  great  morti- 
fication, found  all  these  means  fail^  he  wrote  to  me  in  the 
'  month  of  May  last,  earnestly  requesting  me  to  send  him 
some  matter  by  the  earliest  opportunity.  With  the  utmost 
cure,  I  collected  it  on  ivory  lancets,  and  impregnated  lint* 
with  it,  according  tq  the  excellent  method  of  Messrs* 
Pallhora  and  Stromeyer.    Meanwltile,  Dr.  Milne  was 
obliged  to  quit  Bassora,  i^nd  to  repair  to  Bashire  or  Abusn 
heher  in  Persia.   My  packet,  which  was  dispatdied  from 

•  Vienna  at -the  beginning  of  August,  not  finding  him  at 
Bassora,  was  forwarded-  to  him  at  Bashire,  where  it  ar*. 
rived  about  the  end  of  November.  X>r«  Milne  and  Afr. 
Jukes,  an  EAglbb  surgeon,  who  despaired  of  success  wftb' 
matter  nearly  four  months  old,  were  agreeably  surprised  tp 
find  the  lint  impregnated  with  a  matter  that  was  yet  li- 
quid, and  which  produced  the  desired  efiect  the  first  ttflie 
tluy  nnule  trial  ot  it.   Tlue  ivi>ry  lancets,  ou  the  contraiyt 

-    produced  no  ettect  at  all. 

1  know  uoi,  iu  ijiic,  history  of  ilie  cow-pu:^,  any  mom 

buiiifaciory 
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tatisfactorj  examples  of  the  benefit  arising  from  care  and 
attention  in  the  manner  of  coilc^cting  the  vaccine  matter* 
thaa  the  success  of  the  packets  which  I  sent  some  time 
lioce  to  Bagdad  and  lately  to  Bashire.  We  have  seen  the 
iocaicuiable  benefit  produced  by  the  former;  and  1  have 
ev6fy  reason  to  hopCj  that  the  latter,  which  has  been  so 
iiappily  transmitted  to  Persia,  wiH  produce  eifects  equally 
salutary  in  that  extensive  and  celebrated  empire. 

Dr.  Milne  and  Mr.  Jnkes  write  me  frpm .Bashire,  on  the 
llth  and  13th  of  Januaryj  that  their  first  sneccss  has  made 
the  most  powerful  sensfitton  in  that  town,  which  now  car- 
ries on  the  greatest  trade  of  any  in  the, empire;  and  that 
tlie  P*^^P|^  Bock  to  them  to  have  theur  children  vaccin* 
ated.*  They  likewise  inform  me,  that  a  mission  is  on  the 
point  of  setting  off  for  Tehran,  the  seat  of  the  govern- 
«ment»  and  that  Mr.  Jukes,  who  is  to  accompany  it  in  the 
quality  of  surgeon,  has  taken  the  most  effectual  measures, 
to  procure  the  patronage  of  the  governors- of  provifices  in 
iarorof  the  cow-pox,  and  even  to  explain  the  history  of  its 
utility  to  the  sovereign  to  whom  they  will  be  presented.  I 
t  am  extremely  impatit  nt  lu  receive  farther  accounts  of  this 
expedition.  Mr.  Jukes  hn^  engaged  to  correspond  direcily 
with  me.  Dr.  Milne,  whu  has  been  called  to  ]k)inl)av,  i* 
succeeded  at  Bassora  bv  Mr.  Du-iald,  who  piu post  s  cluing 
S^ll  that  lies  ui  liis  power  to  protiiuie  the  [)io|>agatiun  of  the 
cow-pox.  The  East  India  Company  has  taken  into  eonsi- 
<lpration  mv  endeavours  to  introdi^ce  the  vaccitie  prartice 
iota  liic  iii  inrjli  settlements;  aiui  the  Secretary  to  tlie  Co:irt 
Directors  at  London,  has  a<  quaiuted  Mr.  Paget,  the 
Afflba&sador  ffom  jBuglaad  to  the  Court  of  Vienna^  in  a 
•    •  letter 

r  ■■■  -  fc..  —  .. ..  ■  .  — .1 ..  1  ^ 

I 

*  This  i>  not  yet  the  cr\*ip  in  Europe,  thouf;b  so  proud  of  h*»r  *:iipcrjontv' 
JO  knowledge  over  the  jiuriv  es  ot'  dje  KasA.  In  a  cuuiitry  where  t!ie  goveni- 
tteat  has  be^wed  tlie  uiniubt  aiteutiuu  to  rentier  vaccination  gi  ficmiy  this 
MttU-pox  stiil  cmitiiiues  to  make  dnndfol  havoc  The  Caiion  OafttoiiL 
i  >rijrm$  me,  that  in  die  siimit  toirn  of  'Como^  his  nntive  plnoe,  notmth- 
5*aiidiiig  the  repeated  itnritat ions  of  the  jiovcrninent,  die  exhortations  of  t!ie 
.^-'tr^y,  th*-  /f'n]  vMM^uusious  i>f  Dr.  C.irlotii,  a  phv.'^ician  •.ippoiiitc-d  Irr. 
tht  purj*<>!>c  of  diiiu>siu;4  iIk*  v;irciiip  piuc  tict',  ilie  intriuuts  of  ;i  It  w  i^iiocml 
'Menvidub  pro|(^iuuui  uieii  stiU  prevntl  (o  ^uch  u  dtfgree,  thuL  m  the  iwo 
iM^nondtf  of  idOS,  beariy  three  hniidrcd  children,  wliose  pofeots  had 
dsUnatelj  fefuaed  to  sutfer  tliein  to  de  inoculated  with  the  vaccine,  w  ere 
oirried  off  by  the  «m;ill-pox.  Tlie  jiovprninent  t<»Fititi«d  its  grief  on  tlic 
OTf  'ifiion  bv  a  nui  proclamation.  But  a"*  the  dis?enipt-r  spared  all  tfie 
diildren  who  had  l»een  vacciiiatt  cl,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tiUch  u  Ktiikiii^ 
ttsUuice  of  the  excellence  of  ilus  jaeservative  >^iU  not  be  lost,  but  wiJi 
PKf  eat  tfa«  rt^ttrrence  of  aimilor  diaoaters. 
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letter  dated  December  p,  180.S>  that  the  Directors  have 
voted  two  hundred  guineas  to  purchase  a  piece  of  piat«: 
for  u)Q, 

Now  I  am  speaking  of  presents,  I  have  likewise  received 
from  die  Hospodar  of  Moldavia  a  superb  Indian  shawl, 
which  his  serene  highness  accompanied  with  an  extremely 
obligin!^  h'tter  that  iie  was  pleiised  to  write  me,  and  in 
which  lie  gives  me  an  account  of  the  efticacious  measures 
he  has  taken  to  propagate  the  cowpox  ia  that  principality • 

March  21,  ld04»  J.  BE  CARRO. 


Botanical  Description  of  British  Plants^' 

(  Cootiaued  from  our  last,  pp.  228^—^7*  } 

Class  P&ntandbia. 

Pentandria,  Monogynia.  ^ 

!•  LiTHospEBMUM.  L.  arvcttu,  LuFulgare*  Anthem 

degener, 

Ang.  Bastard  gromill^  salem,  corn  gromwell,  painting 
rootf  bastard  Alkanet. 

Gm.  D€$e^  Bloss«  funnel*8haped«  tube  long,  slender^ 
open,  without  valves  at  the  mouth*  cal,  5-div.  nuts  4,  very 
hard,  imperforated. 

Spec.  l>€sc.  Seeds  wrinkled^  geuerally  3  perfect  with  I 
abortive*  Blossi  hardly  longer  ^an  the  cup,  white.  Soots 
crimkon  red,  corn  Jields,  Bloss.  May,  June. 
I  Due.  The  girls  in  the  north  of  Europe  use  the  juice  of 
the  bright  red  roots  of  this  plant  for  the  purpose  of 
painting  their  faces  on  days  of  festivity.  The  hark  of  the 
root  tinges  wax  and  oil  of  a  beautiful  red  colour,  btmilar 
to  that  obtained  iiuiii  the  foreign  alkanet  root,  which  is 
sold  irt  the  shops.  Siieep  and  goats  eat  it  j  cowa  arc  not 
fond  of  it  \  horses  and  &winc  refuse  it*  *  . , 

S/Cynoglossum.    C.  officutaie.  C.  xulgarc^ 
j-J?i^,  Great  hon ndV  tomjiie. 

Gen.  Dtsc,  Bloss.  Innnel  shaped,  mouth  closed  hy  pro- 
jecting valves;  nut-  4;  depressed,  tixcd  to  the  style  by 
the  inner  fcidc  onlv,  inincrforated 

*        *  v 
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Sp€c,  Desc.  Stamens  shorter  than  the  blobboin.  Leaves 
broad  strap-spear-shaped,  siitinG^,  couony  ;  the  whole 
plant  dovvuy  ;  cnl.  segments  ubiong  egg-shaped.  Bluss, 
maroue  colour  i  vaitr^innged.  Jioad  stiUs,  rubbisU>  Bi.oss« 
June. 

I'^e.  It  is  succulent  and  sonic^vhat  uim  iUginous,  espe- 
ciaily  the  root,  which,  for  iiudicinal  purposes,  is  pre- 
ferred to  the  leaves,  it  is  reported  to  be  dtUterions,  and 
the  dingy  lurid  appearance  of  the  leaveiiy  peculiar  to 
[K)isoaou8  shrubs  of  the  imrcotickind^  favours  the  opi* 
nion;  nor  arei'^cts  wanting  to, confirm  it.  A  -whole  fkmily, 
eatiiie  it  by  mistake  for  couifreyt  severely  experienced  its 
iile&cu.  (^See  Morrison  Hist,  Oxon.  i//.4dO0  Experience 
has  not  yet  determined  how  far  it  maybe  employed  as- a 
medicine.  Dr«  Hulse  is  said  to  have  prescribed  a  decoction 
of  roots  internally,  together  with  a  poultice  of  ihem^  to 
'tcrojihalpus  tumours  with  safety  and  advantage  {RaytL  c.)^ 
For  its  use  in  cougJis,  h(tmoptysis,  diarrhaa,  dusentery,  see 
Schreckins,  Diss,  de  Cj/noghs$Oj  and  fFoodviilt*  Both  the 
root  and  the  leaves  hUve  been  suspected  io  possess  narcotic 
properties,  but  some  will  not  admit  the  fact :  It  was  for- 
^  joerly  kept  io  the  aKops  as  a  pectoral  and  narcotic,  bnt  it 
is  discarded  from  the  present  iiractiee.  Mr,  Ray  says, 
however^  that  Dr.  Hillse  used  a  uecoction  of  the  roots  m« 
wardly,  and  cataplasms  of  them  ontwardly,  in  strumous  and 
vropkulous  cases.  Its  scent  is  very  disagreeable,  and 
greatly  resembles  that  of  mice — Withering.  Goats  eat  it  \ 
cows,  horses,  Siheep  and  swine  refuse  it. 

3.  Sympuvtum.  S,  officinale,  S,  CQ7isoIida  major,  S, 
rul^nrt, 

Jng,    Comfrey,  common  comfrey. 

Gtn,  Dcsc,  Bloss.  iVinuel-shapcd,  bellying  toM'ards  the 
top;  mouth  closed  by  hollow  radiate  valves,  liaving  an 
open  hole  on  the  outside  near  the  border  i  nuts  4,  pcifo- 
raied. 

Spec,  Disc,  l.caics  egcr-shaped,  decurrent.  cal.  close. 
B/os^.  vellow-Vi liiie ;  tube  as  long  as  the  calyx;  vafves 
spcar-sliapcd  ;  flat,  covering  the  anthers  ;  edge  studded 
ivith  small  shming  glands,  liivcr-banki,  wtt  ditches. 
Bloss.  "May. 

There  is  a  variety  with  red  flowers. 

Usr.  1'he  r(jot  of  this  plant  is  a  powerful  af^glnUnant, 
good  in  the  Jiitor  alhus, — nil/.  The  root  is  very  mucila- 
ginous ;  and  being  rather  superior  to  the  alti)H2a,  and  more 
miiy  obtained^  may  be  usefully  substituted  in  its  place^^ 

for 
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*for  the  general  purposes  of  an  emollient  and  demulcent* 
WoodviHe,  Dr.  Cullen  says,  there  U  no  reason  why,  whilt 

mucilaginous  nititUis  iirc  retained  in  our  li^ts,  syniphytuni 
should  hp  omitted.  It  may  be  of  service,  as  alleged,  in 
diarrhdUA  and  flz/scnteries.  The  roots  ar(^  glutinous  and 
niiieihiginous :  a  decoction  of  theui  is>  used  by  dyers,  to 
extract  the  colouriiiu:  matter  of  u;iHn  lac.  T  iie  leaves  give 
u  irrnh'lul  Havoiir  to  cakes  and  pmiada;  and  the  VOifHj^ 
Kleins  and  Icavr  s  are  eveellent  wlu  ii  bulled.  The  panicles 
of  the  po//t7i  appear  m  tbc  luicruNCope  like,  tv^o  Grjobules 
united  together.  Cows  and  sheep  eat  itj  bor^ci>^  godt^, 
mid  swioe  refu:ie  iu  LiHUm 

4*  BoEAGO.  JB.  officinalis.   Baglossim  latifolium. 

Ang,   Common  boriige. 
.  Geii*  Dese.  BIoss.  wheel-shaped;  mouth  closed  with 
rass ;  nuts  4,  imperforated. 

Spec.  Desc.  Ltaves  alternate,  egg-spear-shaped,  rough, 
as  well  as  the  steins,  with  white  prickly  hairs.  Bioss.  blue, 
white,  or  lic«h  colour,  segments  spear-shaped  ;  aiilhcrs 
black:  filumrnfs  above  the  insertion  of  tbe  anthers,  cylin- 
<lrteal,  dark  blue  ;  below,  thick,  brown,  glaudulajr.  IValis, .  * 
riiubish,    Bloss.  June,  August, 

Use,  The  fhnvcrs  b.ivc  been  termed  ror^/w//,  and  hence  for- 
merly much  recommended  in  meUinchoUa,  and  other  afl'ec- 
lions  of  the  nervous  system.  But  a«  tbey  possc.NS  neither 
pungency,  u  an  nth,  nor  lra<jranee,  and  as  no  saliuc  matter 
appears  to  be  contained  in  the  flowers,  any  advantage  snf>- 
posed  to  be  derived  from  a  vmoiis  infusion  of  them,  can  only 
be  attributed  to  tbe  menstrtium.  i  lie  leaves  abound  with  a 
saltisli  juiee,  which  on  being  boileil  a  suthcient  time,  forms 
crystals  of  nitre;  hence  the  plant  may  be  inferred  to 
possess  i'ifrigc rating  and  npcriatt  virtues.  JVoodviUc.-- 
Tlie  juice  of  this  plant  adords  a  true  nitre.  See  Eipt  rita. 
of  M.  ^i(H'gg''<i(J,  Mem,  de  Berliiiy  1747,  p.  72. — It  is  nov^* 
sejdom  used  iuterlially,  except  as  an  ingredient  in  cool 
(ankards  for  summer  drinking;  though  the  voung  and 
tender  leaves  are  good  in  salads,  or  a^  a  pot  herb— ^V^At^jr- 
ittg*  A  horse  eat  it, — Dr,  iStokes. 

.    6.  pRiMCLA.  P.  iWgdris.  F,  verisaeaulis,  P,  sj/lvc&tris' 
Ang,    Primrose.  * 
Cat.  /)( sr.    Bloss.  tube  cylindrical,  mouth  open,  stem 

Tvithiu  tbe  tube ;  caps.  1-cclled,  cylindrical,  many  seeded, 

opening  witb  ten  teeth  ;  summit  i  I m  b. 

Sjjcc.  Dcm:,    Ltuves  wrinkleii.  Toothed;   border  oi  the 

.blossom  tlati  leaf-stalks,  wbtrn  iuiiy  ^rown,  lougcr  tliaa 
"  '  tbe 
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ikt  lesfes*    Woods,  hedges,  tMckeis,  heaths.    Bloss.  Apiil> 
liar. 

(7v.  Of  the  roots,  taken  up  in  Autumn,  and  dried,  a 
draclun  and  a  haii,  according  to  Gerard^  operates  as  a 
stronj^  but  safe  emetic  Silk-wonns  may  be  led  with  tlie 
icAvca  of  the  j)iitnrose.  Trans.  Sor.  of  Arts,  Slicep  and 
goats  eat  it;  cow.^  are  uot  iuiid  ui  it;  horses  aud  swiue 
refuse  it.  Uuu. 

6.  Primijla.    p.  officinalis, 

Jng.   Cowslip.   Cowslip  primrose.   Pagiis.  Paigles. 

Gen.  Dese*  A$  ahorce. 

Spec.  Desc.  Leaves  wrinkled  and  toothed ;  staik  many- 
flowered.  Blossom  sweet  scented^  full  yellow,  an  orange 
blotch  at  the  base  of  each  segment  contracted  at  the  mid^ 
die  of  the  tabe,  where  the  stamens  are  inserted ;  flowers 
droopi  n g ;  border  of  blossom  concave.  Meadows*  pasturei, 
i»  klomf  or  clayey  mL   Bloss«  April,  May. 

Use,  The  leaves  are  sometimes  eaten  as  a  pot-herb  ani 
b  salads.  The  blossoms  are  used  for  making  cowslip 
vine*  Hie  root  has  a  fine  scent  like  nxkise^nithenng^ 
Slk*worms  are  fond  of  the  leaves  and  flowers.  Tram,  Soc. 
JrU. 

7.  Mkn'eanthe s.  J\[,  tnjo/iafum,  Trijolium  paludo* 
turn.  Acopa,  M.  paluslrt  trifpluLlum,  Trijolinrnjibrittum* 

An^,  Marsh  trefoil.  Water  trefoil.  Marsh  cleaver. ' 
Trefoil  bockbean.  ^ 

QeH,  Den*   Bioss.  hairy  or  fringed ;  nect.  5,  at  the 
hn<Q  of  the  germen.  Summit  2  lobed  ;  caps.  1  celled. 

Spec,  Desc,  Leaves  by  threes,  &peur^gg*sbaped.  Blosff, 
tinky  and  while,  in  a  spike-like  bunch,  a  floral  leaf  at  the 
Mse  of  each  pedicle;  bloss.  segni.  entire  at  the  edge, 
sbsggy  on  the  upper^urface.  Uuc  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  oar  native  flower$.  Ju  ponds  and  pits frequent.  Bjlos^. 
June,  Joly. 

Use*  An  infusion  of  the  leaves  is  extremely  bitter,  and 
b  pifscribed  in  rheumatisms  and  dropsies.  It  is  sometime^ 
given  to  destroy  wormsr-^lMthering.  The  blackness  maan 
ibted  by  adding  a  solution  of  green  vitriol  to  thejuic^, 
.or  to  a  strong  inlusion  of  the  leaves,  is  a  suflicient  test  of 
its  astringency ;  while  a  drachm  of  the  powdered  leslves 
4eUom  fails  to  prodace  puri^lng,  or  vomiting ;  so  that  in 
common  with  the  tonic  properties  of  a  bitter,  it  seems  also 
to  possess  a  considerable  share  of  medicinal  activity. 
aOGcess  In  a  number  pf  chronic  diseases  is  mentioned  by 
ifarious  authors,  as  in  scurvy^  dropsy,  jaundice,  asthma, 
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periadieal  kead'^cAs,  mtfrmiUeni$,  ,hypoe^tondmuiB,  €^ 
ehexia,  obstructio  mensium,  rheumatism,  $chrophula,  montu^ 
goiU.  In  gout,  Dr.  Boerhaave  was  relieved  by  'dnDkin^ 
the  juice  mixed  with  whej :  and  Dr*  Alston  .says*,  that  tfata 
plant  had  reniarkable  effects  in  the  gout^  in -keeping  off 
paroxysms ;  though^  he  adds>  not  to  the  pattentis  advan* 
tage.^  3ergiuB  confines  the  .  uses  of  tbts  plant  within  nar-^ 
rower  limits,  and  by  later  writers  they  iiave  been  still 
farther  contracted.  In  Lewis's  Mat.  Med.  (/>//  Dr.  Aikirti) 
it  is  said,  the  le{>ves  of  huckhoan  have  of  laie  ye.irs  coiuc 
into  common  use  a-,  an  allwativc  and  aiicricnt,  in  iin(ni^ 
rities  of  the  h"inionr>,  and  <'MnQ.  hjdropitj  and  rl^ctiiiiauc 
ca^os and  as  an  activ.^  and  ecco[>r(jti(:  hiiter,  we  >!iould 
suppose  them  not  ill  adapted  \o  sujipiy  the  want  of  l)ile  in 
thtj  piinm  and  thus  lulvv  tlicir  use  in  protractod  jaun* 
dice  and  other  biliary  ob^^lructions.  Df«  Cullcu  had  several 
instances  of  their  t^ood  rffrcts  in  boin^'  cutaneous  diseases 
of  the  herpetic  and  b(  euiingly  cancerous  kind.  The  h  u  es 
xna^'  1)0  given  in  dosc^  of  to  two  or  three  times  a 
dav,  bur  n  :-trong  infusion  of  tn<  lu  is  perhaps  to  be  pre- 
ferred, and  with  delicate  siouiachs  it  may  he  !5(  e^ssary  to 
conjoin  a  grateful  arnmntie.  These  leaves  iiii;>art  their 
properties  hoth  to  watt  ly  and  spirituous  menstrua — IVooJ- 
xillc.  This  plant  is  regards  d  hy  the  northern  Europeans 
as  a  certain  panacea  for  the  cure  of  all  di^ases — Ray* 
The  Highlanders  in  Scotland  esteem  u  tea  made  of  the 
leaver:,  as  a  good  strengtheuer  for  a  weak  stomaclw-X»igAl« 
foot.  In  the  north  of  Europe  this  plant  has  been  used,  in 
a  scarcity  of  hops,  to  bitter  ale  instead  of  them,  two 
ounces  being  equal  to  a  pound  of  hops,  so  extremely  bit- 
ter are  they ;  yet  Li nn^i  observes,  that-  tn  Lapland  thb 
.poorer  people  make  bread  of  the  powdered  roots  njixcd 
irith  meal,  which,  however,  he  acknowledores  to  be  ^ery 
unpalatable  food.  Some  people ^moke  the  dried  leaves. 
As  a  proof  of  its  good  eflFects  in  dropsies,  it  has  been  said 
thatsiieep  being  forced  to  eat  it,  bave  been  cured- of  the 
rot  by  h  —  9VoodvilU.  But  it  appears  from  the  Upsr.l  ex<- 
periments,  that  sheep  will  'seldom  eat  it;  goats  eat  it; 
cows,  horses,  and  swine  refuse  h^fVithcri^g*  • 

8.    Ana<;allis.    A.  uiTcn^if^. 

jinu^.    Pimpernel,  Male  pimpernel. 

Gt'//.  Desc,  JJloss^  >YUeel-iihaped^  caps,  cut  round,  1 
cell,  many  seeds. 

Spec.  Desc.  Leavca  ogi:-<ppar-^haprd.  'Stem  traHiii!?^. 
CalifXy  segments  spear-siiapeti ;  lUo^s.  hcai  let,  sometimes 
biae«   Cvrn-Jidds^  sandj/  ^iaccs^   i^LO&s.  May,  Aug, 

Use^ 
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V$€,  This  plant  is  esteemed  an  alexipharmu  fmd  tuda* 
fj^c,  but  it  is  very  little  used«  HiiL 

9*  Convolvulus.   C.  upiumi . 
Jng.   Great  bindweed. 

Geii.  Ucsc.  Bloss,  belU«haped^  plaited*  Nect.  tnr* 
lonnding  the  base  of  the  germen.  Sammits  2 ;  caps.  2  ur 
3  celled^  2  seeds  in  each. 

Spec,  Desc,  Stem  twining.  Leaves  arrow-shaped,  lop- 
pedfat  the  base,  edges  bruvvn.  Fruit-stalk  4-cornered,  1 
fiower.  JJIoss,  while;  floral  leaves  close  to  ih^i  cup* 
Moi$t  hcd^ts.    BLo.sij.  July,  Aug. 

Lu.  I'iie  inspissated  jiiiee  of  tliis  plant,  in  doses  froiri 
20  to  30  irrs.  is  a  poweriul  drastic  purge.  SeauHiioiiy  is 
the  ins[»j.N^ated  jnice  of  the  root  ot  a  foreign  species  of 
convolvulus,  t)iit  so  much  resembling  tliis,  that  iliey  are 
with  (iilHeulty  distinguished.  Though  an  acrid  purgative 
to  the  human  race,  it  is  ealen  by  hogs  in  large  (jiiaiiiities 
without  any  detriment.  Sheep,  goau,  and  horses  eat  it; 
cows  refuse  it. — H  ithcrin<r, 

10.  Convolvulus.   C.  Soidanelld. 

Aug,  Scottish  scurvy  grass*  Sea  coleworl*  Sea  bind* 
weed. 

Gtn.  Dfse.  An  above. 

Spee^  DcUn  Stem  not  twining,  in  open  grotind  shorfi 
Ijiog  flaty  and  taking  a  semicircular  directioo;  among 
boshes  growing  to  some  length  embranched,  bearing  no 
flowers*  Leaves  kidney  (sometimes  heart)  ^haped<  JbruU'* 
ttalk$  with  1  fl.  JB/ow.  red.  I^afsialk$  long*  Sea  ihore, 
Bioss.  July. 

N.  B.  It  grows  at  a  distance  from  the  sea,  but  not  above 
balf  its  usual  size.  *  •  ^ 

U$c.  Of  the  juice,  half  an  ounce,  or  a  drachm  of  the 
powder,  is  an  dvi  id  purge.  The  leaves  applied  externally  afe 

said  to  diminish  dropsical  swellings  of  the  feet. — Willitring. 

11.  Ca  M  p  A  N  u  L A .        rapunculus*  Rapuncuiunu 

Aug.  Kanipions. 

Gen,  Desc,  Bioss.  bell-shaped.  I'ilnments  broad  and 
arched  at  the  base.  Summit  3^1eft.  caps,  beneath  ^  J-celiedj 
opening  at  3  lateral  holes* 

Desc^  LenveM  waved,  smooth,  narrow  \  root-leaves 
^ear-oval  \  panicle  compapt  \  fruit  stalks  by  threes^  Stem 
sagulaTj  rough,  with  milky  juice*  Btou.  li&rge^  ptnrplish 
Mue,  nearly  upright^  not  cspanding;  segments  marked 
each  with  8  red  lines.  Uedjge  hank$,  jfaiim^eldi.  B|,ofl8. 
iuly,  August. 


The  shoot-  ot  the  c.  iatilbUa,  the  hi  aiity  oF  who^e  flowers 
procun  s  it  a  plaec  in  gardens,  are  boiled,  the  skin  being 
stri{>p(  (1  oH,  and  eaten  as  greens  about  Keadai;  it  abounds 
also  with  milky  liquor. — WiUicriag* 

12.  LoNiCBRA.   X.  xylosteum* 
Jing*   Upright  honeysuckle* 

Gen.  De9c»  Bloss*  one  petal,  tubular,  irregular  \  berry 
beneath,  one -to  three-eel  led ;  many-seeded. 

Spec,  Desc^^  Fruiistalkt  two-flowered^  onpovtc,  axillary. 
Berries  distinct.   Leaves  very  entire,  pubescent,  mostly 

eg^-shaped,  in  opposite  pairs,  threcj>air  on  each  branch, 
soft,  and  cloth-like  to  the  touch.  Blossom  yellow,  upper 
lip  four-cleft,  lower  lip  entire,  strap-shaped.  Filameni$ 
woolly.    Shrub  six  or  eight  feet  lugh.    Bloss.  May. 

Lsc.  LuiiKCUs  says  tliis  phmt  makes  excellent  garden 
hedges  in  a  dry  soil;  and  tluit  the  clear  parts  between  the 
joints  of  the  shoots  are  used  in  Sweden  as  tubes  for  to- 
bacco pipes;  the  woud  beinu:  very  hard  makes  teeth  for 
rakes,  6cc.  It  is  rare,  though  certaiuly  a  native,  iu  i-iig- 
land. 

13.  VsRBASCUM.  tkapsus.  V.  album.  Tapsut  bar* 
batus. 

Ang,  Great  white  mullein.  High  taper.  Cow's  lung* 
wort.   Lady's  fox  glove. 

Gen.  Desc,  Bloss.  wheel  shaped,  nearly-regular;  caps, 
tfro-celled,  two-valved,  many  seeded. 

Spec.  Desc.  Leaves  dccurrent,  cottony  on  both  sides. 
Stem  unbranched,  from  four  to  six  feet  high.  Summits 
globular.   Flowers  in  a  long  terminating  spike.  Blossotn* 


Use,  The  leaves  havje  an  herbaceQus,  btttering,  subas- 
trin gent  taste,  but  .peculiar  sm^p)! on  being  chewed  they 
discover  a  mucilaginous  quality,  and  heuce  they  are  re- 
CK>ntmended  as  emollients  both  internally  and  externally  ; 
in  the  way  of  fomentation  and  cataplasm  they  are  said  to 
be  an  usclul  application  to  hseiuorrhoida!  tumors  ;  and  also 
for  promoting  the  resolution  or  suppuration  of  i^landular 
indurations;  it  has  been  recommended  intciiia.ly  for  ca- 
tarrhal coughs  and  diarrha^as;  Dr.  Monie  fonud  it  success- 
ful only  III  ilie  latter. —  II  uudvii/c.  In  (iiiainishing  or  stop- 
ping didrrluras.  of  old  standing,  or  cii:iiug  the  pains  of  the 
iu^otints^  Dr.  Home  found  it  useful  j  fur  the  iormer  pur-- 
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j>ose  be  advises  a  decoction,  two  ounces  to  a  <|uart|  of 
vhich  he  ^ave  a  quart  every  day,  four  ounces  every  tbfee 
hoars. — llroodvilU.  It  is  used  with  advantage  as  an  injec-' 
tion  10  tenesmus,  and  is  often  applied  externally  to  the 
piles. — Clin*  Exp.  The  flowers  have  also  heen  used  medi- 
cinally^  bein^  supposed  to  possess  anodyne*  and  <pectoral 
virtues ;  but  it  is  probable  that  no  part  of  the  plant  de- 
serves mueh  coosideratlou  as  a  medicine. — WoodvilU.  The 
seeds  of  this  plant  are  said  to  intoxicate  or  stupify  fish  so 
that  they  suflVr  themselves  to  be  taken  out  of  the  water 
with  the  hand. — Bcrglus,  in  tlie  pulnioiiai  v  coiiiplaints 
of  cattle,  it  has  been  louud  o!  great  service,  atul  is  used 
tor  cunsiiiDjUivt;  cows  iu  iSoiv.ay.  I'he  down  serves  for 
tinder.  Horses,  tows,  sheep,  goats,  and  swine  refuse  il< — 
//  itJuriug, 

14.  Datura.  D,  stramounun*  Solanumfxtidum.  Tatuidi 
Aug,    Thorn  apple. 

(IfM.  jytsc.    Bloss.  funnel-shaped,  plaited  ;  caL  tubular, 
angular,  I'aliiug  oif  with  the  blossom;  caps.  i"our-vaIved« 

Sptc,  iJcac,  Seed-vcsst/  thorny,  upright,  egg-shaped. 
Lenva  egg-shaped,  smooth,  deeply  indented.  B/o'^^o:rc 
large,  white,  sometinies  purplish.  A  large  wide-spread inij 
plant,  native  of  America,  but  naturalized.  Rubbish,  dung* 
hills.   Bloss.  July. 

Usf.  Anointment,  pi*epared  from  the  leaves,  gives  ease 
in  external  in6  a  in  mat  ions  and  hamgrrhoidcs.  The  £ditt^ 
Wgh  College  directs  an  extract  to  be  prepared  by  evapo* 
rating  the  expressed  jtuice  of  the  leaves.  This  has  been 
given  with  advantage  in  cases  of  convulsions,  epilepsies, 
man;;:,  especially  that  succeeding  child-birth. — Hee  J/ood" 
nV/f.  Out  of  fourteen  epileptid  patient*;  at  Stockholm, 
eight  were  cured,  and  five  relieved,  by  Dr.  Ohelius;  the 
<lose  two  to  sixteen  grains  a  day.  This  plant  has  been  long 
koowa  as  a  powerfiu  narcotic  poison;  numerous  instances  ■ 
are  recorded  of  its  deleterious  elfects,  especially  the  seeds; 
which  being  taken  internally  have  produced  madne.ss,  tre* 
mors,  swelling,  itching,  inflammation. — See  Med^  Cant, 
^66,  111.22.  noodviiie,  Sfc,  All  parts  of  the  plant  possess 
s  narcotic  power,  but  the  seeds  are  the  only  part  of  whose 
fauil  effects  instances  are  recorded;  their  soporiferous  and 
intoxicating  qualities  are  well  known  iu  the  East,  and  are 
uid  to  have  been  IVequently  converted  to  the  mo^t  licenti-* 
ous  and  dishonorable  purposcs^^ /iia//f r,  Lindemtolphc, 
Beholding  this  plant  to  the  nose  for  some  time,  or  sleep- 
ing iu  a  bed  where  the  leaves  arc  strewed,  giddiness  and 
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stupor  have  been  produced. — Stork.  Externally  the  !eavc& 
of  straBiontum  have  been  used  as  an  application  to  inflam* 
inatory  tumors  and  burns. — Gerard.  Horses,  cows,  goats, 
find  slucp  refuse  iu 

1.5.    HyosCyamus.    H.  ftffrrr.    H.Jiavus,  JL  vulgaris. 
,  jlut^.    Hcnbanr.    Bhu  k  htubane. 

Gen.  jDcsr.  I^lossoiii  fuanel-shnpecl,  blunt,  irregular; 
stain,  leaning;  caps,  wah  a  lid,  two-celled;  seeds  many, 
kiti  ncy-sliapfd. 

tSyn'c.  D.$c,  Lcnvea  embracing  tlio  stem,  indented, 
J'7r)rrr/'s  silting,  illuss.t/ii  tube  wliile,  middle  dce[>  purple, 
border  pale  yeilowiali  brown,  veined  with  purple;  anthers 
and  style  deep  purple.  The  whole  plant  woolly  and 
clammy,  with  a  strong  peculiar  odor.  Villages,  roud  sid^t^ 
rubbi  li.    Bloss.  June. 

Lhc,  Henbane  is  a  powerful  narcotic  poison,  and  many 
instances  are  recorded  of  its  deleterious  effects  ;  from 
whence  it  appears,  that  any  part  of  the  plant  taken  in 
sufficient  quantity  is  capable  of  producin^^  the  most  alarm* 
itog  and  terrible  symptoms.  See  in  PkiL  Tram.  voL  iL 
p»  446,  an  accoont  of  the  dreadful  madness  occasioned  to 
nine  persons  from  eating  the  root,  attended  with  the  re« 
markable  circumstance  that  after  their  recovery  for  some 
days,  all  objects  appeared  bright  red.  See  also  .for  the 
effect  of  the  seeds,  Phi/,  Trans,  vol,  xxxviit,  p.  gi>.  And 
of  the  leaves  boiled  in  broth, — Ibid.  ro/.*47.  A  few  seeds 
of  the  henbane  have  been  known  to  deprive  a  man  of  his^ 
reason  and  the  use  of  his  limbs. — Light foat.  Dr.  Smith 
however  says,  that  he  has  often  eaten  the  seeds  with  impn* 
nity. — Witiurittg.  Haller  relates  the  contrary  of  a  com** 
panion  of  his. — Sllrp,  Hdv.  7i,  580.  It  is  probable  that  the 
powerful  qualities  of  this  plant  may  under  proper  manage* 
meat  he  used  with  good  eficct  in  medicine ;  it  was  well 
known  to  the  ancients  and  esteemed  as  an  anodyne,  but 
was  laid  aside  till  Baron  Stoerck  published  cases  of  differ- 
ent diseases,  in  which  extract  prepared  from  the  juice  was 
found  to  be  an  ciiicacioits  remedy;  such  as  internal  spasms 
and  convulsions,  palpitations  of  the  lu  jut,  uiadness,  me- 
lancholy, e{)ikp>y,  inveterate  head-achs,  liieinuj'tysi-.  It 
lias  been  louiid  to  produce  sleep  aioie  powrriullv  than 
opiuin  ,  anil  as  it  possesses  a  la.\ative  quality,  loav  be  use- 
ful where  tiie  a^uingency  of  opium  renders  the  use  of  it 
liable  to  objc  c  tiou.  'i  ins  n)(  {li(  ine  has  not  always  been 
found  ecjiiiuiy  successful,  ((jictuing,  Cfdlen,  &c  )  but  ex- 
perieuce  proves  it  to  be  an  ujieiul  auodjue, — IVoodville. 

The 
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The  leaves  are  said  to  have  been  applied  with  advantage 
externally,  in  the  way  of  poultice,  to  resolve  scirrhous  tu- 
mors,  and  to  remove  some  pains  of  the  rheumatic  and 
arthritic  kind^  The  smell  of  the  henbane  is  peculiar^  and 
the  bruised  leaves  emit  an  odor  like  that  of  tobacco ;  this 
is  stronger  if  the  leaves  are  burnt,  and  they  sparkle  with  a 
deflagration  resembling  that  of  nitre,  but  to  the  taste  they 
are  mild  and  mucilaginous.  It  is  poisonous  to  dogs  and 
birds,  but  horses,  cows,  goats,  and  swine  are  not  affected 
by  lU—JVoodviiic,  Scattered  about  a  house  it  is  said  to 
drive  away  mioe.  The  Edinburgh  College  order  tlie  ex* 
pressed  juice  to  be  evaporated  to  an  extract,  which  may 
perhaps,  in  that  state,  be  advantageously  joined  with 
opium,  if  costiveness  is  to  be  avoided;  the  dose  is  from 
half  a  scruple  to  half  a  drachm.  Goats  are  not  fond  of  it. 
Horses,  cows,  sheep,  and  swine  refuse  it,  though  sheep, 
will  sometimes  eat  it  when  young. — Withering, 

16.  Atbopa.  a.  belladonna.  Belladonna  tric/iotomom 
Planum  ittha/c. 

Jng,  Deadly  nightshade.  Dway  berries.  Deadly  dwale. 

Gen.  Desc.  Blossom  bell-shaped  j  stam.  distant^  berl^y 
globular,  two^celled. 

Spec.  Desc.  Stem  herbaceous,  zigzag,  two  or  three  feet 
high*  Leaves  egg-shaped,  entire,  nloss.  dark  purple  with 
a  yellow  base,  and  greenish  red  outside.  Berr^  green, 
changing  to  red,  and  black  when  ripe.  Hedgts,  among 
Ume^stone  and  rubbish,   Bloss.  June,  August. 

Use,  This  plant  has  long  been  known ^as  a  strong  nar- 
cotic poison,  and  though  the  berries  are  less  powerful  than 
the  leaves,  we  have  many  instances  of  their  fatal  effects, 
especially  upon  children,  who  have  been  allured  bv  tlu  ir 
beaimtul  aj)peaiaiu  r  and  sweet  tiistc* ;  they  are  recorded 
by  a  great  variety  authors;  ind  this  ig  supposed  to  be 
the  plant  alluded  to  by  Shaki»peare,  who  makes  Baut^uu 
say, 

**  Or  have  we  eaten  ot  tlie  insane  root, 
Which  takes  the  reiMim  prisoner?  ^  Macbeth. 

For  the  drc^idtiil  synipioisis  produced,  (vertitro,  thirst, 
niaduesb,  convulsions,  death,)  see  Dr.  W  uudville,  I.  c. 
Vinegar  drank  hberally  lias  been  tound  elHeaeious  in  obvi- 
^itin<i'  its  ctVects,  but  evacuations  should  alw  ays  be  lirst 
promot  'd. —  IVoodviUt.  The  t'n  sh  K  axcs  have  been  used 
t'xtcruaily  with  sucer>s  to  th^russ  tumors  of  the  breasts  of 
the  scirrhous  or  even  eanieiuus  kind;  and  Dr.  Graham 
^a^'^  he  found  great  bcueht  from  a  poulticii  wade  of  the 
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roots  boiled  in  inilk  and  applied  to  hard  iIl-condifa)ne<l 
tumors  fiTul  UiCci^. — Med,  Comm,  vol,  ?.  ]>,  419-  'l  li<^ir 
?rnod  rlT<H  ill  this  way  at  length  indueed  physicians  to 
cni[>loy  thrni  iiucrnally  for  tlie  same  disorders;  hut  thoU'zli 
thry  \\v.\Q  nFtcii  been  Ir-iind  a  scrvlceabb'  ntul  iiiiporlaiit 
remedy,  their  sik  eess  has  not  ahvavri  been  equal.  Dr. 
Cullen  hov.ever  adduees  several  instanc  es ot*  its  eliicaey  in 
tho  curt-  of  cancer  and  seirrhositv.  The  sensible  effects 
the  leaves,  taken  medicinally,  are  iisnallv  bv  the  skin,  the 
urinary  passage?,  and  soix^etiincs  by  stool.  Its  operation  id 
so  uncertain  tliatthc  proper  dose  can  with  diHicnlty  be  as- 
certained; six  grains  is  a  very  large  dose.  Of  the  berries, 
snccessfuliy  employed  by  (iesner^  Sec.  as  an  anodyne  in 
dysenteries,  a  small  spoonful  of  a  syrup  of  the  juice  was 
the  dose  given.  The  root  has  the  same  qualities,  but  less 
virylcnt — Jl'ucdiUie.  It  appears  from  a  Case  related  by 
Ray,  that  where  the  skin  is  broken,  the  external  applica^ 
tion  of  the  fresh  leaf  is  aftendcd  with  considerable  danger, 
— Jia^  Hist.  Plant,  680.  A  large  glass  of  zcarm  vinegar 
taken  immediately  after  eating  the  berries  will  prevent  any 
bad  effect. — Lighifoot.  The  juice  of  the  ripe  berries  stains 
papei^  of  a  beautiful  and  durable  purple. — Withering* 

17.  SoLANUM.       dulcamara^      scandtits  gft/ct/'picros, 

.    .'iffg»    \\  of)dy  nightshade.  Bitter-sweet. 

(rfii.  Des(\  l^losH.  wheel-sliaped.  Anthers  a  little  united, 
two  holes  at  the  top  oi'  each.    Cerry  two-celled. 

Spec,  JJfuc.  SltNi6  Mjiooth,  railu-T  slirub-liKe,  7ii[]r7ac^, 
twilling.  Lea-i»  <  ecrjr  ^p<  ar  shaped,  the  up[)er  1.  .-onu  iin)*  s 
halberd  shajx  (i.  J  loutrs  in  tnlt-like ,  bunches,  purplo, 
witli  two  L^iccn  ^j)ot^  i»t  the  base  of  each  segment;  soTi^r- 
tinies  flesh  colour,  rarelv  w  hite.  Jhrt ies  two-celled,  searK  t. 
Moist  br(ih(Si,  hcdncs^  sides  of  ditclus.    Bloss.  June,  Jul  v. 

ijsc.  The  roots  and  stalks,  upon  bciug  chewed,  hr>t 
cause  a  sensation  of  bitterness,  wtiieh  is  soon  followed  by 
a  ronsiderabic  degree  of  sweetness;  benc*e  the  name  of 
bitter-sweet,  llie  berries  huve  not  yet  been  applied  to  the 
purpos^es  of  medicine,  b|it  they  secu^  to  act  powerfully  upon 
the  primal  viie,  in  exciting  violent  vomiting  and  purging; 
thirty  were  given  to  a  dog,  which  soon  became  mad,  and 
died  in  three  hours,  when,  on  his  being  opened,  the  ber- 
ries w$.'rc  found  in  his  stomach  uncbunged  by  digestion. 
Hie  slip/ft s  or  young  twi^ss,  iire  directed  for  use  in  ihe 
{Edinburgh  Pbttrip.  either  trcsh  or  dried,  allowance  being 
made  for  the  diminulion  of  its  powers  in  drying;  ihev 
l)muld  be  gathered  in  Autunjn.  The  I)ulcamura,  though 
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it  does  not  possess  the  narcotic  qualities  of  other  night* 
shades^  is  however  admitted  to  be  a  medicine  of  consider- 
able efficacy.  Murray  says  that  it  promotes  all  the  ucrc* 
tion$y  in  which  Bergius  seems  to  coiucide.-7-3fa/«  Med»  I  SI* 
Haller  obsenres,  that  tt  partakes  of  the  milder  powers  of 
the  nightshade  joined  to  a  resolvent  and  saponaceous  qua* 
lity.  It  has  been  recommended  in  diseases  extremely  van-  • 
ous;  Bergius  confines  it  to  rheumatism  it  a,  et  rettniiomnmttm 
tt  lochiorum.  From  the  i  xperimeiits  of  Uazoux  and  others', 
it  appears  to  have  been  u-^i  il  w  itii  advantLii^c  in  some  ob- 
stinate cutaneous  eruptions.  —  II  i)uilii//i\  li  saiil  by 
Boerhaavc  tu  be  a  iiicdiciiic  tar  supi-riur  to  cbiiui  and 
sarsnpartlla  as  a  sweetiier  and  restorative.  L!Tin;\?tis  says, 
an  inUtstua  ut  the  younir  twiLr-;  is  an  admirable  lUL-dii  iiu'  in 
acute  rhcumathmsy  inflaiiunatlons^  f'ci  i  rs,  and  sitpprcssioit  uj 
the  (vchin.  Iw  asthma  it  was  found  very  elUt  acious  by 
Dr.  Hill  ;  and  Dr.  Had!cn!)cr[?  has  advised  it  in  ischiadc  - 
and  rktumatic  pains,  jaundice,  sciini/,  and  /ties  vtiierca. 
He  (FiinnaMis  also j  directs  a  pint  of  boiling  water  to  be 
piiiircri  upon  two  drachms  of  tlie  stalks  sliced  and  dried; 
atUT  standing  lialt"  an  hour  it  must  be  boiled  tilu^n  mi- 
ni'ti-s  ;  tiic  dose  is  two  tea  eups  full  or  more,  morniiiii;  and 
evening.  The  stalks  may  be  gathered  early  in  ^prin:^,  l)ut 
better  in  autumn,  as  the  sensible  qualities  are  tlien  strong- 
est.— Med.  Cotnm,  I'he  root  lias  lue  smell  of  the  potaioe. 
—Dr,  Beddoes:  Sheep  and  goats  eat  it ;  horses^  cows,  and 
swine  reinse  it, 

18.  SoLiiNUM.  S.nigrum^ 

Ang,   Common  nightshade*   Garden  nightshade* 

Gcff.  De$c,   As  above* 

Sptc,  De$c,  Stem  without  prickles,  herbaceous^  branched^ 
angular.  Leaves  egg-shaped,  tno^thed,  anfi;ular.  Bunches 
noading,  pointifig  two  ways,  i'VtfjV-sfatts  lateral,  midway 
bet\%een  the  leaves.  Blossom  white.  Berries  black.  I'his 
plant  is  subjeet  to  great  varieties;  with  us  it  is  herbaeeous, 
in  suuthern  eouuirles  woody  and  very  liard.  Rubbishy 

uphills,  kitchen  i^arfh  jt<. 

Lsc.  Tlie  leaves  inlusul  in  boiling  water,  and  taken  at 
Wd  lime,  from  one  to  three  grains,  oecasion  a  eopiuu-> 
ptniiiraiio/t,  inerease  tlie  secrc/iot/  bij  the  kidneys,  and  ge- 
ia'rally  jfitryn-  more  or  less  the  following  day.  These  pro- 
perties reinler  it  eapable  of  doing  essential  serviee  in  vai  i- 
ous  disea^e^,  if  judieiously  applied,  as  may  be  seen  in  Mr, 
(tatlakcr^s  Observations  on  the  iitU  rnai  Use  of  S}fanum., 
Hut  its  efteets  on  the  nervous  system  are  so  eons'derahlo^ 
iuid  jet  su  uuceriaiu,  that  it  must  ever  be  uduuiiisterrfj 
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with  the  greatest  caution.  The  leaves  applied  externtilly, 
abate  inflammation  and  assimtre  pain. —  IVitlu  niiz.  This 
plant  is  faint  and  disagreeable  to  tht  ^nu  li,  and  possesses 
the  deleterious  qualities  of  the  other  nighisluuifs  in  a  very 
considerable  det^ree,  even  its  odor  being  so  powerfully 
narcotic  as  to  cause  slee().  The  berries  are  equally  poison- 
ous with  the  leaves,  ( fVtpfcr  De  Cicut.  p,  ^^6^  and  tc  pouU 
try  they  are  immediately  fatal. — liallcr.  The  leaves  boiled, 
and  eaten  by  a  mother  and  four  children,  produced  swell- 
ings of  the  face  and  limbs,  followed  by  inflammation  and 
gaugreney  but  the  husband,  who  ate  of  it  at  the  same  tinoei 
ibund  no  consequent  disorder.  (  Ruckt  r.  Comnurc.  Noric^ 
1731,  p«  37^^*  It  is  asserted  by  Mr.  Bromtield,  that  in  a 
dose  of  one  grain  it  had  a  mortal  eflx?ct  upon  one  of  bis 
patients,  k  is  however  mentioned  by  Dioscorides,  8cc*  a9 
an  esculent  plant;  and  Gruerin  (de  f  eget.  ven*  jilsatia,  p. 
60*)  relates  that  he  drank  an  infusion  of  iifteen  grains  with- 
out sufleriDg;  and  that  an  epileptic  patient  took  from  half 
«  drachm  to, two  drachms  of  the  expressed  juice,  without 

}>erceiving  any  parcotic  symptom  to  follow;  and  a  still 
arger  dose,  together  with  tvfo  drachms  of  the  juice  of  the 
berries,  being  given  to  some  soldiers,  no  other  elTeet  was 
produced  than  that  of  an  increased  quantity  of  urine. 
( Murray^  I:  c  J  Externally  it  has  been  found  useful  as  9 
discuticHt  and  anodyne^  in  various  affections  of  the  skin, 
tumefactions  of  the  glands,  ulcers,  and  disorders  of  the 
eyes;  with  the  Arabians  it  is  a  eominon  application  to 
burns  and  ulcers;  and  Hay  speaks  liighly  ol  its  etiect^  in 
indurations  of  iUl  brant.  Mi'.Gattaker  has  reconuuended, 
in  a  publication  on  the  iubject,  its  internal  use  in  old 
suus^  ruiJiLiloin  and  cancerous  ulcers,  culuinous  eruptions^ 
and  even  in  dropsits;  one  grain  of  the  dried  leaves,*  he 
says,  inlnsfd  in  one  ounce  of  water,  sometiiues  produced 
considerable  cHcet;  in  a  dose  of  two  or  three  grains  it 
seitiuni  lailed  to  evacuuie  llie  first  passages,  or  to  increase 
M  ii^il>!y  the  discharge  by  the  skin  or  by  the  kidneys;  and 
not  unfrequently  it  occasioned  head-ach,  giddiness,  dim- 
ness, and  drowsiness.— -»SVr  Oaf.  Mr.  Brnm field  however 
Soon  after  declared,  (see  his  Accoutit  of  Engiixh  Siifhtf 
shades)  that  the  cases  in  vvhich  he  tried  it,  were  ninch 
iiggravalcd  l)y  it;  and  that  its  use  is  prejudicial  and  dari- 
perons;  Mr.  0.  renewed  his  assertion  in  Essat/s  on  Medical 
Subjects,  iu  1764,  (we  LUroduction  andp,3S0 — Woodiillc 
I'ixii  Howers  smell  like  musk.  Horses,  cows,  sheep,  goau, 
j^i^d  syyipc  refuse  it, — WUhering. 

(  To  be  c»atinucd« ) 
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LETTER  IE 
Of  Q0ACKS  AKD  Empihicism;* 

CUARACTEE  L     Dl*.  JDaY. 

From  some  fortuitous  circumstiuice,  or  teiiiporary  bias, 
an  ample  fortuiiu  has  been  raised  by  a  single  nostrum 
only  ;  and  Schomberg*s  pill,  which  the  late  Dr.  Jaines 
procured  iroui  a  poor  German,'*''  and  sold  under  the  de- 
nominatiou  of  James's  powder,  affords  a  proof,  wiiich 
die  success  of  a  water  dot  ior  has  fully  confirined.  If  one 
specihc  i>liall  become  .so  pioduetivc,  it  inight  be  coriL-huJed 
that  by  multiplying  the  number  the  prutluct  would  be  pro- 
portioually  augmented  ;  but  to  ensure  success,  it  would 
require  an  extent  ot"  abilities,  rarely  found  in  an  Empi- 
ric: It  would  hv  necessary  to  assume  and  support  (lifTerent 
characters,  in  order  to  maintain  and  extend  the  reputa- 
tion o!  each  respective  speeitic;  but  to  this  versatile  ex- 
ertion Dr.  Day  proved  adequate.  He  was  born  in  Hol- 
land, though  of  German  parents,  of  the  natne  of  Dies, 
which  the  JDoctor  lias  translated  iuto  the  English  syno<- 
oism  of  Day,  under  wlii<  h  name  he  hrst  made  bis  appear- 
ance in  London' about  177^^  when  he  kept  an  elegant  equi- 
page with  two  footmen  in  green  iivery ;  his  dress  was  showy, 
with  brilliant  shoe  and  knee  buckles,  white  silk  stockings, 
and  elegantly  wrought  clotlics. 

As  it  was  impracticable  for  Dr.  Day,  however  Proteus- 
like  the  various  characters  he  assumed,  to  appear  in  each 
respectively  at  the  same  time,  he  kept  Agents,  little  infc- 
nor  to  himself  in  artful  delusion ;  Dr.  Rock,  Dr.  Christie, 
fcc.  bv  whom,  rendezvous  were  appointed  for  the  recep- 
tion or  the  credulous*  Dr.  Day  himself  then  lived  in  Sber* 
rard  Street,  Golden  Square ;  but  at  the  period  I  allude  to, 
the  name  of  Rock,  who  had  previously  resided  with 
Majersbach,  was  upon  the  door;  at  the  same  time  he  kept 
a  quack  warehouse  at  No.  3,  James  Street,  Covent  Garden ; 
Dr.  Christie  was  the  bill  sticker.  Dr.  Lantware  was  ano- 
fber  agent,  who  was  appointed  to  father  liis  famous  hill 
to  promote  abortion^  marked  iSo.       but  if  this  did  not 

succeed. 


•  This  occasioned  a  dispute  betwrcen  him  and  Dr.  Junies ;  hut  the  lut- 
tcrwat  a  won  eapwl  3vnUT.  Tbe  l^nn«r  introduced  one  of  lus  appeals 
JPtbe^nUic  prints  with  this  mottxiy 

Let  Dr.  Jamas  fl^  :«f)Mt  fie  iriH, 
jlynei/s  powder  is  Schcnberig^s  pUL* 
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KDCceedj  a  reference  was  giveo  to  the  deluded  females  to 
consult  a  lady,  who  procured  accommodations  for  privately 
]yiit^-in,  as  appears  by  the  hill.  No*  6. 

The  originals  are  in  iny  possession,  hnt  I  think  them  so 
curious  and  valuable  as  to  merit  a  place  in  your  Joumah 

To  the  PuRi.ir.  (No.  I.) 
"  Tlic  famous  ^^mpat/utic  Powders,  which  have  done 
Fo  many  surprizing  cures  when  all  other  remedies  have 
failed.  they  never  can  hnrt  the  patient,  aTid  are  so  in- 
nocent that  young  children  have  been  cured  by  them,  the 
patient  has  no  need  of  internal  medicines, 'to  overlonff  aud 
nauseate  the  stomach,  or  hurt  the  constitution.  Every 
sore  of  distemper  or  disease  whatsoever,  may  or  wiU  be 
cured  by  bringing  or  sending  their  morning's  urine  to  tbe 
Doctor's  house,  ni  Sl>errard  Street,  Golden  Square,  the  • 
third  door  from  Shug  Lane,  l*^o.  3  over  the  door,  facing 
a  perfumer's* 

*f  The  doctor  is  to  be  spoke  with  from  nine  till  two  every 
day,  (Sundays  excepted).  He  is  also  possessed  of  the  most 
authentic  testimonies  of  the  many  cures  he  has  performed 
!n  tlie  worst  disorders.  N.  B.  He  cures  fits  and  cancers 
without  fail.   Advice  to  the  poor  gratis.** 

^  To  the  ruBUc.  (No.  2.) 
*  T/atcly  discovered_,  a  new  and  easy  method  of  enring 
old  .staiuliLi:;  couiihs,  consumptions,  nil  disorders  oi"  tiic 
Inn;:^,  ;i>tlijnatic  liooping  eoiiiihs,  tertian  and  quartan 
a^iits,  M'urbiitic  and  all  sorts  ot Criijition?  of  the  skin,  (un- 
(  trs,  piles,  rlu  innati.^in,  and  some  other  private  disen^fs. 
Those  who  are  aiHietrd  with  any  of  the  aforesaid 
orders,  niav  and  will  be  rint  d  by  bringing  or  sendini:  tlieir 
morning's  urine  to  the  Doctor's  in  Greek  Street,  Solio.  the 
third  door  from  Compton  Street,  No.  3  over  ifit  tlo(>r, 
facing  tlie  George.  By  the  doctor's  new  method,  they  \vili 
relieve  in  a  few  days,  according  to  thtf  disorder.  He  may 
he  spoke  with  from  ten  till  two  every  ctay  (Sundavs  ex- 
cepted). Tbe  doctor  is  possessed  of  the  most  auilionin' 
testimonies  of  tlie  cures  he  has  performed  in  the  most  iu- 
veterjjrp  disorderly,  and  also  those  that  were  declared  in- 
curable by  otiier  gentlemen  of  the  faculty.  The  Poor  ad- 
vitJC  ioy  nothing. 

N\B.Ue  also  cures  all  disorders  ofthe  eyes  without  fail* 

(No.  3.) 

Duc  ti:r  Christie  acquaints  the  public,  that  he  con- 

TiiUies  dispo^incT  of,  at  the  Physical  and  Mineral  W arc- 

house,  iu  CliUicU  :^trcet,  bt.  Aiiifsj  Soho,  the  second  house 

from 
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from  Greek  Street,  next  the  Ck>acU  and  Horses  al(>-hou<ie» 
and  no  where  else,  liis  anti-venereal  treacle,  weU*kno\vi) 
far  curing  the  venereal  disease,  rheumatism,  scurvy,  okU 
standing  sores,  and  breaking  out  of  the  skin,  at  thri*e 
shillings  per  bottle,  which,  bj  many  years  ex|)erirnrp,  has 
never  failed  in  coring  the  above  mentioned  disorders, 
without  hindrance  of  business,  or  the  knowk^dge  of  h 
bed-fiellow  ;  as  it  works  off  by  urine,  it  is'  beyond  a  doubt 
superior  to  any  medicine  ever  invented,  in  its  certainty  of 
performing  a  safe  and  easy  cure*  ft  is  a  convenient^medi- 
cine  for  Seamen,  Travellers,  and  Servants  in  places.  Those 
unfortunate  people  of  either  sex,  who  have  fallen  into  the 
hand^  of  unskilful  mechnnicSj  who  by  getting  a  medicine 
call  themselves  doctors,  and  give  out  thousands  of  puffing 
bills,  anc^  practise  on  the  unhappy  people  to  their  per* 
nieioas  drugs,  to  get  money,  by  keeping  them  months  un- 
der a  course  of  physic ;  let  none  of  those  of  either  sex 
despair  of  being  cured,  though  the  'disease  be  of  long 
stanch  ng. 

Advice  eratis  —  \o  cure  no  pay  —  Genteel  poop.c  of 
eiiliCi  acx  may  lodge  utid  board  in  the  doctot'ji  liouae." 

(No.  4.) 

h  by  Doctor  Christie,  and  not  greatly  different  from 
No,  3,  but  dues  not  oiler  bed  and  board  for  both  sexes. 

To  THi:  l.AMI.S.    (No.  :y,) 
*  The  fciiKilc  inixiurc,  wiiu  li  n  iiiovcs  all  sorts  of 
stractiuii-i  in  ci  rtairi  cases  ol"  ever  so  old  a  date,  with  soiv 
and  swcIUmI  locfs,  short ne^^i  of  breath,  giddiness,  and  nil 
the  syniptonis  wlncli  attend  u  change  of  life,  with  ease 
sal'etv,  ancl  certain t v. 

*  "  A 

"  J  rattfinif  to  jirc'^Jiniit  rcomen.  A«  pre^rnancy  is  ofh  n 
lni-^,ll^'•ll  jbr  obstruct i  ni-^,  v*lioe<er  ha.-*  rLas<)n  to  sii^^pect 
lici-i-  It"  with  child,  mii<t  not  use  this  powerful  uiixture,  us 
it  u  iil  certaudtf  brinn  on  a  i/tiHau-ria'j^t, 

"  It  is  sold  at  the  ]*!iysi<'al  and  MiiKMJil  AVarrhonsc,  in 
(  hurch  Street,  St.  Ann"^  Solio,  tlie  x-eoud  lioii^e  ironi 
Greek  Street,  next  door  to  tbe  Coacli  ntnl  Horses  ah'-Ijoine,' 
'and  no  wIhmc  eUr,  at  hn!f'  e.  guinea,  and  u^guineu  a  bottle^ 
nith  proper  directions  how  to  use  it." 

(No,  6.) 

Is  advertised  "  A  Gentlewoman/*  who  sells  a  mixtnro 
for  3  shillings' a  bottle  to  remove  iveaknesses,  and  con* 
clude^^  thus.         To  tub  Laoies, 

"  N,  B.  Pregnant  women  may  be  accommodated  ac* 
eording  to  their  abilities,  tchere  privacy  is  rcf^uirvd,  '^n,  3 
James  Street,  Covent  gardcnr  One 
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One  might  have  imn gin cd,  thftt  in  a  well  regulated  chj*! 
the  magistrates  would  not  have  sullered  the  quack  bill.  No. 
dt  to  have  been  circulated  with  impunity;  as  infaiiiicido 
has  been  amenable  to  law  in  cvcrv  civilized  nation.  Who- 
ever  coiuciuplates  the  Institution  of  the  Koyal  CoUeire  of 
1  hysicians,  would  have  concluded  that  its  balutarv  inter- 
1(  icnce  would  have  been  idutlubly  exerted  upon  such  a 
gross  insult  to  virtue,  and  op(  !i  violation  of  law  ;  but  lor- 
tunately  for  Dr.  Day,  he  was  not  a  licentiate,  but  uicrely 
a  German  adventurer;  and  it  has  bt  i  ii  principally  against 
the  former,  that  its  venge  ance  has  been  exercised. 

It  oiiL;ht,  however,  to  be  reeoided,  in  extenuation  of  Dr. 
Dav,  tl  Kit  bis  medicine  to  promote  abortion,  was  tin  harm- 
less deeeplion,   although  it  was  found  that  the  demand 
for  it  was  so  great,  as  to  have  enabled  Iiitn  to  y)ocket 
as  niueh  as  ten  ":uines  a  dav  :  till  the  deluded  temales 
found  it  inactive,  and  consecjuently  not  injurious  to  their 
health;  and  perhaps,  by  adopting  this  means  of  deiudiug 
them,  he  saved  them  from  attempting  some  really  dan- 
gerous expedient;  for  1  believe  tiiat  Div  jDay^  as  it  has  been 
observed^  never  administered  any  pernicious  means  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  abortion^  however,  censurable 
he  might  have  been,  in  imposing  upon  the  weakness  of 
the  pubiie;  he  was  naturally  good  tempered^  and  face- 
tious,  which  le4  him  to  laugh  at^  rather  than  correct, 
their  credulity ;  and  he  might  certainly  be  considered  as 
very  officious"  and  gallant,  in  gratifying  the  wishes  of  the 
female  sex,  in  not  only  oifering  them  a  bed  as  well  aa 
the  other  sex,  but  likewise  a  remed^r^  to  ri<l  them  of  an 
unwelcome  burthen ;  and  in  case  of  its  failure,  affording 
them  private  apartments  for  their  easy  accommodation. 
It  was,  hence,  doubly  his  interest,  to  prevent  infanticide ; 
for  in  adfiitioQ  to  his  abortive  mixture,  he  had  the  profits 
of  an  accoucheur,  and  the  hire  of  chambers  suitably  to 
the  rank  and  finances  of  the  victim  of  double  deception,  to 
avail  himself  of. 

I  have  not  seen  the  doctor  for  some  years  past,  hut  I 
am  informed  tliat  be  resides  at  the  bouse  from  whence 
one  of  bi!5  tjuack  bills  is  dated,  ;uul  iliat  he  claims  tlu^  re- 
spect  of  many  of  his  neiLi.hlx.Ju :  s,  as  a  private  nidividnal 
which  induces  me  to  think  thai  lie  merits  a  ])lace  in  your 
Journal,  prior  to  Dr.  (niliciibergh  and  Dr.  Mayerabach^ 
who  will  be  introduced  in  the  next  letter  of 

Your  Constant  Reader, 

Lomluu,  June  30^  3804» 
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To  Dr.  BRADLEY. 

Sir, 

T 

IT  must  give  every  lover  of  bis  profession  sincere  pleasure 
lu  11  lit  1,  that  those  diseases  onee  called  the  vpprohria  mcdi-*^ 
corum  arc  now  bold!}'  and  eaiuiidiy  investigated.  If  ue 
are  still  undr«'iilL(i  as  to  remedies,  we  may  at  least  not  be 
afraid  lo  enquire  after  laws ;  and  when  these  are  «»Uiblwli» 
rd,  we  have  rational  grounds  to  proceed  on. 

Since  the  days  of  Sydenham,  phyj^icians  seem  to  have  been 
afraid  of  Gout,  Soon*  uafortunate  events  which  followed 
what  w^re  considered  as  cures,  very  much  increased  the 
aiiprebeiision  of  interfering  with  that  foroiidahle  entmy^ 
The  utmost  that  has  l>ecn  usually  ventured  on  w  as  to  pro- 
tect tlie  stomach*'  Br.  Cadogaa  indeed  exhibited  a  holder 
ikind  of  practice;  but  his  treatment  was  for  the  most  part 
10  indiscriminate,  his  promises  to  bis  convert  so  un-* 
guarded^  that  his  theory  soon  fell  into  discredit. 

As  soon  after  my  arrival  at  Madeira  as  I  could  avail  ' 
myself  of  that  leisure  which  a  new  situation  afforded 
a  fit  of  the  gout  induced  me  to  examiue  my  papers  on 
that  salgectj  and  to  recollect  all  I  liad  obaerted  of  thq 
disease*  And  here  I  can  bear  testimony  to  Mr,  Wadd's 
daim  tf>  the  use  of  cold  water  at  least  ten  years  ago,  and 
to  that  of  his  late  father  in  law^  Dr.  Way  maun,  near  twenty 
years  before  him.  When  all  my  materials  were  nrepareci 
and  almost  arranged  for  the  prcss^  J  found  the  disadvan- 
tage of  living  so  tar  from  the  intercourse  of  men  engaged 
in  «xperinientai  enquiries.  The  analyses  made  of  gouty 
calculi  was  in  direct  opposition  to  one  part  of  my  theorv, 
and  of  course  deiLraumd  me  to  lay  aside  mv  work.  It 
however  cjives  me  much  satisfaetiun  to  fiiiu,  iliuL  ibe  prac- 
tice in  iliiLt  disease  is  becoming  every  day  mure  bold;  aad 
that  evt  li  .so  iilusUious  a  eliarueter  as  lldu  rdL-n  has  sanc^ 
t  uned  bleeding  in  acute  gout.  Those  who  peruse  Syden- 
liaia  with  cart-,  will  find  lie  is  bv  no  means  chargeable  with 
the  practice  which  so  generally  obtained  after  bis  time. 
On  the  contrary,  there  are  cases  in  which  he  advises  bleed- 
ing ;  and  it  was  his  cons»t4ut  custom  occasionally  to  purge 
himself. 

These  remnrks  pre  intended  only  to  introduce  a  work, 
\rhicb,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  not  hitiierto  appeared  in  Eng- 
land, it  is  the  production  of  one  v;ho  holds  the  important 
ofiice  of  ArchiniroH  of  Fortvzalj  «Tid  containing  some  va- 
kable  iacU  which  he  witnesseu  on  himself  as  well  as  oUiers, 
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is  particularly  entitled  to  notice.  The  work  is  written  in 
Portugueze  and  Latin.  The  former,  a  language  Imle  <  uhi- 
Tated  by  the  profession  ;  and  as  the  liberality  of  the  tiiut. 
and  the  misoellaneous  contents  of  your  Jou  al,  rncouiaire 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  foJlowing  tiauslaiiuii  from 
the  two  languages  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  your  plun. 

Obscrvatiom  on  the  safe  and  efficacious  Use  of  Peruvian 

. '  ■£?'V?'*  ^^i  9"*^  ''J  h  Fkancisco  Tavares,  First 

Fkystcian  of  ^Itc  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  S)'c.  ^>c. 

That  celebrated  investigator  of  the  nature  of  discnsrs^ 
^  Sydenham,  long  since  suspectctl  that  the  JVruvian  hark, 
whose  virtues  exceeded  most  other  then  known  articles  in 
the  Materia  .Mcdica,  might  hereafter  be  found  nscfiil  in 
gout,  which  had  hitherto  withsiood  the  force  of  so  many 
reme(nes.     Boerhaave,  and  hh  ilhistrioiis  commentator, 
M  cii»ed  to  assLiit  10  this  opitilon  ;  hut  without  adding  anv 
thing  of  their  own,  conient.  cl  ihemselves  with  a  respectful 
reference  to  the  Cfighsh  Hippocrates.    Though  tlie  cele- 
brated  Hckl,  in  ihc  E[)hemerides  of  iNatural  Curiosities, left 
•pveral  important  liu  ts  eoneerning  the  safe  use  of  this  re- 
medy in  gour,  yet  unfortunately  they  stand  unsupported  by 
any  other  authority;  on  this  account,  Murray  not  having 
prosee.ited  the  enquiry  experimentally,  dismisses  the  arti- 
ele  witli  a  few  words  on  the  virtues  of  bark  in  tlie  qout  * 
Perhaps  cnniious  pliy>icians,  dreading  the  fatal  effects  of 
tlic  imprudent  use  of  bitter  remedie5,  which  have  been 
iianded  down  to  us  from  the  ancients,  were  fearful  of  try- 
ing hark,  and  willing  to  leave  the  subject  untouched* 

It  has  been  the  fate  of  the  most  valuable  remedies  to  be 
most  opposed.  Sometimes  the  ignorance  of  physicians, 
their  want  of  diligence  in  attending  to  the  exhibition 
of  these  medicines,  or.  their  impatience  in  being  disap- 
pointed in  their  iirst  and  perhaps  ill-directed  experiments, 
have  bcPii  the  cause  of  this  opposition.  1  am  prepared  to 
expct  t  the  same  opposition  to  the  nsc  of  bark  in  the  goot, 
though  for  mure  than  eight  years  i  have  experienced  the 
advantage  of  it  in' my  own  person,  and  have  confiimed 
this  experience  by  general  practice. 

On  this  accasiou  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  express  publicly  my 
acknowledgment:}  to  Sen.  Bento  Joachim  de  l.emos,  once 
my  pnpil,  but  now  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University 
of  Coimbro.    Urged  by  our  ancient  friendship,  he  com* 
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monicated  to  me  his  observations,  the  source  of  which  will 

80011  be  related,  and  entreated  me  by  repeated  letters  to 

make  use  of  bark,  to  lessen  the  violent  and  frequent  at- 
tacks of  u  discaac  which  had  loinicnted  me  fur  sixLceu 
jcars. 

I  confess  that  for  some  time  I  neglected  ihc  auvicc  an  l 
wishes  of  inv  frie*ti<l,  nor  sliiill  1  conceal  that  I  was  feaiiul 
ufihr  praciKC,  rccnllt'ctiiii;  the  cautions  of  (uilen,  G  lsus, 
A^ircliaiiUs,  Gaubius,  Vau  Su'icten,  Cullen,   and  ulIkts, 
a^aitut  biLter  remedies  hi  the  gout.    Thus  divided  oit  one 
ikiic  bv  terror,  on  iiie  other  hv  the  well  kiiuuii  ahilities  of 
tue  Profe^-^or,  and  my  coiitideiicc  iu  his  probity  and  Ifiend- 
sliip,  1  wilhiigiy  retieeted  that  tlii*  bark  was  not  only  free 
from  the  bitiernef^s  of  the  once  ecilcbrated  Portland  pow- ' 
der,  but  that  it  w  as  also  serviceable  in  sonic  diseases  which 
have  a  strong  analogy  with  gont,  aiul  that  it  even  possessed 
properties  wliich  promised  relief  to  that  complaint.  Prom 
revolving  all  these  circumstances,  I  flattered  myself,  that 
\^ithout  a  perfect  cure,  I  might  at  least  lessen  the  violence 
and  frequeucy  of  the  paroxysms^  advantages  which  my' 
fellow-suflferert  only  can  justly  appreciate. 

Under  this  persuasion^  which  has  been  conRrmed  by 
experience,  I  have  spared  no  pains  to»  establish  the  use* 
fulness  of  the  remedy  by  every  authority  I  could  collect  j 
IsbaU  therefore  Brst  relate  the  observations  of  my  friend, 
explain  with  candour  what  1  have  experienced  in  my  own 
case,  and,  idstiv,  since,  to  nsc  the  words  of  Celsus,  the 
fscts  have  not  been  discovered  after,  but  have  led  to  tVie 
theory,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  add  the  reasons  for  this 
a^^reementf  the  necessity  of  the  practice^  and  an  account 
of  such  remedies  as  have  probably  assisted  the  nsc  of  tlie 
bark* 

■ 

-  4 

Case  I.  giving  an  account  of  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  discovery. 

Professor  de  Lemos  being  called  to  visit  a  Cistercian 
monk  in  the  gout,  was  requested  either  to  cure  him  or  to 

cut  off  his  legs.  To  this  my  friend  briefly  re[)licd,  that 
it  was  us  ditlicult  to  do  one  as  it  was  easy  to  do  th«'  otiicr, 
anil  that  he  could  prescribe  nothing  but  time,  patience, 
a:ul  »ii  f.  with  a  very  few  remedies  to  be  cautiously  (.  xhl- 
bited  duiiug  the  paroxvsm.  The  vjlla'jje  siircreon,  siam  ly 
(I  .TtTving  tht*  name  ot  a  hailH  i,  was  pri'SLiii,  and  had  pio- 
iiiistd  to  cure  the  patient,  lie  smih'^I  at  the  prude luc  of 
the  Professor,  and  ai(ani  itiicwed  his  promi^^e.  I)r.  Leijins 
toui^  icuve  of  his  patiuiu,  aud  was  suoo  afierwaids  con« 

liulted 
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soiled  concerning  a  pur^e,  which  the  barber  bad  prescribe 
I  ed  for  theic  patient  This  consisted  of  half  a  drachm  of 
rezin  of  jalap>  the  same  quantity  of  scammoay  mixed  with 
lialf  an  ounce  of  diacodiuin,  for  a  single  dose.  The  Pro- 
fessor with  difficulty  suppres^ine;  lan^jhter,  astonishment^ 
rajre,  and  im[)atience,  at  iens:rh  snllicicntl y  Cf)inpos<^d  him- 
(iclf  to  reply,  that  a  tburth  p.ui  ot"  such  a  dose  would  be 
a  (laiitrerous  rcinody.  V\ni;'.t  quantity  tlio  monk  took,  ne- 
vt  r  was  a<;ccrtuined ;  hut  ati;  »  the  purge  a  dtachin  of  pow- 
dered bark  was  exhibited  every  honr,  so  that  in  the  ni<»ht 
and  dav,  two  ouniTi  were  taken.  Dr.  de  J^enios  renewed 
ills  visit,  expectiiii^  to  lind  the  monk  in  a  worse  state  thai* 
I  before;  but  what  was  his  astonishment  to  find  him  walk- 
ing on  crutches,  and  two  days  after  quittinq^  his  lioiise. 
This  fact  suggested  to  him  the  exhibition  of  a  purge  coii- 
sistiu'j:  of  .5j  or  >ir?  of  Epsom  Rail,  giving  in  the  mean 
time  the  hark  in  the  above  quantity  ii  ul  doses.  Of  the 
monk  he  never  after  could  gain  any  intcUigeace. 

Casb  IL   Tlie  Rev.  F.  T.  de  T.  director  of  the  apothe- 
cary's  shop  at  the  roval  hospital  of  Coimbro,  about  forty* 
six  years  old,  fat  and  sedentary,  having  in  the^  year  179^ 
suffered  for  ten  daya  the  iirst  gouty  paroxysm  in  his  great 
toe,  felt  a  repetitioA  of  the  disease  about  three  months  af- 
terwards.   Prof,  Lemos  was  consulted  on  the  third  day» 
and  prescribed  the  purging  salt  and  Peruvian  bark  in  the 
manner  above  related.    The  pain  was  so  much  lessened, 
that  on  the  following  day  the  patient  left  his  bed,  iind  on 
the  immediately  succeeding  day  walked  without  dirticulty. 
iM>out  a  year  after  he  had  a  Ire^h  attack,  and  derived  the 
same  benefit  from  the  same  remedies.    He  continued  free 
from  the  complaint  for  two  years.    As  soon  as  the  fir^t 
symptoms  of  the  paroxysm  a[)f){'arcd,  he  took  his  purge, 
and  alter  wards  only  3  drachms  of  powdered  bark.  From 
these,  if  he  did  not  derive  the  desired  eflFcet,  he  at  least 
fon?id  that  his  pains  were  not  increased,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  tiiey  yielded  to  6  more  drachms  of  bark.  Hence 
it  is  evident,  that  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  a  large 
quantity  of  bark  is  necessary.    From  that  time  (179f))  to 
1802,  he  has  f  It  no  return,  except  that  recovering  from  a 
fever  he  found  a  puiu  and  sweliiug  in  hU  kQee»  which  the 
bark  relieved. 

Cask  III.    I.  A.  fat  and  sedentary  from  bis oecvpation, 

from  4  i  to  ^0  years  of  age,  was  for  many  yean  gouty, 

the  paroxysms  corunuiin'j:  never  less  than  twelve  or  four* 
4CCU  days,  and  sumcUme:^  longer*   l^cin|^  Ucaud  accord- 
ing 
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ing  tt  the  above  plan,  in  the  three  last  paroxysm?,  though 
his  sttiuiaeli  woiifd  not  bear  sueli  repeated  doM  s  of  bark, 
yet  iu  always  obtajiied  relief  from  hjs  pains,  nor  did  any 
one  of  these  fits  detain  bun  h;nger  than  four  days  in  the 
house.  Though  he  was  accustomed  to  sulier  two  attacks  i 
in  the  yoiU  j  yet  since  the  use  of  the  bark  he  has  been  vi- 
Jiited  m  the  space  of  eii^ht  years  with  only  the  tiiree  above 
mentioned.  This  winter  (IbO'i)  lie  has  suffered  much  by 
the  catarrhal  disposition  of  the  season^  but  has  been  fre<$ 
from  i^oLit. 

Professor  Lemos  has  many  other  cases,  of  which  he  kept 
iio  mcaiorauda.  I  shall  subjoin  those  under  my  own  ob- 
servation. 

Casb  IV.  I.  da  C«  a  sfaoe^maker^  having  gone  through  « 
his  first  gouty  paroxysm  in  his  great  toe,  three  weeks  aft- 
erwards was  attacked  in  the  hand.  He  took  the  bitter  salt 
sud  bark  in  the  manner  described,  and  the  pain  ceased 
within  twenty-four  hours.  By  my  advice  lie  discontiiuicd 
the  use  of  the  bark.  One  montli  afterwards,  feeHng  a 
troublesome  sensation  in  his  loot,  lie  returned  to  the  re- 
medy, and  after  the  third  close  the  uneasy  sensation  ceas- 
ed^ tlie  motion  was  free,  and  hi&  iiealtii  restored. 

Case  V.   The  author's  own.   At  the  age  of  S3  years, 
being  advanced  to  the  rank  of  public  Professor  in  ordi- 
nanr  in  the  University  of  Coimbro,  the  clo^e  application 
sod  confinement  such  an  office  required,  soon  brought  intgf 
action  that  hereditary  disposition  to  gout  which  I  nad  de- 
rived from  my  father,  and  which  I  had  probably  hithertd 
only  prevented  by  muscular  exercise.  After  a  severe  rheu- 
matism, I  suffered  for  the  first  time  (1786)  acute  gout  in 
my  iiostep  ^  this  continued  about  fifteen  days,  after  which 
I  remained  well  for  a  twelvemonth.   In  tbd  /oilowin^ 
spring,  however,  the  paroxysm  retucoed,  and  two  years 
afterwards,  with  the  same  regularity.    After  this  last  pa- 
roxysm I  was  teased  with  want  of  appetite,  and  somctiniea 
vomitings,  which  I  attril#uted  to  indigestion,  l)eing  accus- 
tomed to  lectin*^  every  evening  so(jn  after  dinner.  For 
this  coniplaini  I  re[)aiie(J  to  the  Caldas,  drank  the  waters, 
and  reniaiiicd  two  years  free  of  gout.    At  the  close  of  1790 
the  gout  returned,  and  atrMln  iii  the  followin;^  spring.  In 
the  succeeding  year,  1792,  the  lit  occurred  in  an  advanced 
state  of  the  >iiinmor^  it  was  preceded  hy  a  bilious  fever, 
aad  continued  a  iiiouth.    Tiiough  at  this  time,  by  orders 
from  the  Superior  of  the  University,  I  had  changed  niy 
pUvn  oi  life  from  sedentary  science  to  active  employ  mem, 
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yet  at  the  end  of  two  years  the  gout  retuiDed  with  as  regu- 
lal*  a  paroxysm  as  before. 

Hitljerto,  niy  feit  only  had  suffered;  but  in  the  year, 
1797,  for  t\w  ill  St  time,  the  disease  passed  from  my  feet  to 
my  kaee^  and  fiom  that  time  I  do  not  recollect  a  single 
pafoxysm,  which  after  three  of  four  days  did  not  take  tne 
same  course.    Nor  were  the  attacks  as  before,  confiDed  to 
once  in  a  year:  but  by  the  recurrence  of  a  second  attack 
the  parts  were  during  the  intermediate  space  painfbl,  and 
unfit  for  their  necessary  functions.    I  nojT  became  dis- 
pirited ;  and  although  wy  diet  was  strictly  regular^  yet  fire* 
quent  indigestions  occurred  ulienever  I  omitted  muscular 
cxereise,  either  from  the  duties  of  my  office  or  merely  from 
inelaiicholy.   f  had  suiTered  the  longest  paroxysm  of  all 
4n  the  year  IBOO;  and  at  length,  on  the  1  Ith  of  Septeiober, 
1801,  having  slightly  strained  my  left  foot>  it  became  the 
scat  of  gout;  atWrwards  my  right  foot,  and  alternately  my 
knees  and  feet,  for  three,  months.   On  the  decline  of  the 
pHroxysm,  weary  of  so  much  suffering,  I  took  a  solutiott  of 
rezin  of  guaiacuin  in  gum  arabic,  syrup,  and  cinnamon  water, 
Irom  which  f  derived  relief  sooner  than  in  my  former  pa- 
roxysms. .  Thd  effects  of  this  remedy  were  a  gentle  perspi* 
Ifation  during  the  night,  and  one  or  two  bilious  stools  in 
the  day  :  and  though  J  did  not  acquire  the  perfc^ct  use  of 
mv  iKnbs,  I  could  walk  with  a  crutch. 

On  the  CHhh  of  October,  from  a  very  sliirht  cause,  my 
feet  wviv  ;iita(  kt  il,  ;uid  iny  kiu  es  were  niori'  p;iinf"ul  th;m 
JU  any  former  [)crio(l.  On  this  oceasion  I  had  reason  to 
l)tln,ve  that  the  sohiliou  of  giiaiaeuin  shorlcned  the  period^ 
for  in  the  spare  of  four  we«rks  i  found  niysrlf  restored. 
At  the  111(1  of  thai  Lime,  without  any  previous  notice,  the 
joint  t»f  my  ri-^hi  toe  l»ecanic  painful  but  very  slip:!itiy,  my 
knee  began  lu  be  nf]eet<  (l  in  liu^  same  way,  and  iny  hg 
^ to  swi'll.  'I'he  weatlirr  was  iiiti-nselv  eold  and  diunp,  the 
wind  blowing  fuii»)usly,  and  vaiying  from  nortli  to  south. 
*l  lu  re  w  a"^  also  an  epidi  inie  eniarrh,  the  ctfects  of  which 
]  ft  It  with  [>ain  hi  tlie  head.  At  h  ti-^'''  c>n  December  C7j 
at  t^vo  uV  loek  in  the  mornings  couuueuced  au  acute  paiu 
^i:  Ui  v  foot,  and  my  knee  was  reheved. 

It  v,as  now  that  the  reeolh-etioii  of  my  recent  severe 
sniVerings  reminded  me  of  tlie  adviee  of  niy  friend.  1  be- 
gan the  bark,  and  in  tinrty-six  hours  took  18  draciinis  of 
tiie  powder;  no  iuconveuiencc  in  my  stomach  followed ; 
lu)  increase'  of  pain,  no  incapacity  to  move,  though  uiy 
fvot  was  tlrin  on  the  ground;  no  sensation  of  weight  in  niy 
leg,  nor  any  of  that  inquietude  or  impatience  peculiar  to 

goaty  sul'jects. 
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On  the  29th  of  December^  by  the  assistance  of  a  crtKch 
I  could  fulfil  my  necessary  duties^  moving  indeed  slow^ly 
bat  irithoat  perceiving  any  weight  in  niy  foot,  or  swelling 
of  my  leg*  I  laid  aside  the  bark  for  two  days^  and  after 
this  1  took  fourteen  drachms,  and  in  eight  days  swallowed 
four  oonces,  remaining  only  two  days  at  home.  Aware 
that  the  bark  in  large  doses  usually  purged  mc,  I  omitted 
the  previous  dose  of  Epsom  salt.  In  this  I  was  not  mis* 
taken^  fur  after  the  third  dose  of  bark,  followed  three  co- 
pious bilious  evacuations.  For  this  reason,  within  the 
twenty-four  hours  1  took  ten  druehms.  I  now  laid  aside 
the  bark,  for  four  (lavs  nioie,  anrl  afterwards  took  two 
drachms  each  day,  or  boiru  tinus,  instead  of  the  powder, 
took  a  ini.xttirc  of  bark  aiul  wine,  varying  the  fnnn,  that 
the  rem rdy  might  not  lose  itbciieeu  For  sonn  iiiml-  a  sliij^ht 
pain  coiitmued,  for  wiiicli  llie  coid  .uid  wet  weather  were 
sutiictent  to  account ;  however,  1  never  failed  to  no  aluoad 
inor[iiniT  and  evening;  and  excepting  the  niieasiruss  tiiat 
attended  first  leaviug  my  bed,  couhl  ace(Mnplish  the  whole 
with  little  or  no  ditficulty.  But  this  pain,  iiowevcr  ahgiit, 
continued  even  to  the  uiontli  of  February  (I8(>C)  which 
induced  me  to  repent  of  my  obstinacy  in  not  purging  my- 
self freely  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  paroxysm;  \  therefore 
took  CO  grains  of  jalap  and  8  of  calomel.  After  this  the 
pain  almost  entirely  censed,  nothing  remaining  but  some 
degree  of  debility,  whieh  I  attributed  to  the  frequent  repe- 
tition of  paroxysms  and  the  want  of  exercise  in  the  open 
air,  which  the  inclemency  of  the  season  prevented. 

From  the  22d  and  £4th  of  February,  being  clear  duys^ 
with  a  heat  equal  to  that  of  Summer^  I  took  the  e\(  reise 
of  riding.  The  following  days  were  cold  and  cloudy  uilh 
a  north-east  wind,  which  i  Imvc  reason  to  remember,  for 
without  any  other  cause  to  which  I  could  ascribe  it,  I  tvas 
attacked  by  a  fresh  pain  in  my  great  toe  at  two  oVlock 
in  the  morning.  I  have  iio  doubt  that  it  would  have  in« 
creased,  if  1  had  jnot  instantly  had  recourse  to  what  I  now 
considered  a  sheet  anchor.  Scarcely  had  I  taken  the  third 
drachm  of  bark  when  the  pain  became  milder,  though  I 
had  prepared  myself  to  expect  a  violent  paroxysm^  having 
sJready  found  the  veins  or  mv  foot  and  ]e«^  tamid,  ati  ery- 
sipelatous efRorescence,  swelling,  spasmodic  contrslctidns 
or  the  muscles  of  the  kg,  and  cramp  in  the  foot,  accom- 
)>anied  with  the  usual  impatience  and  inquietude^  fever^ 
shiverings,  and  all  these  exasperated  by  a  fitlh  attat^k  of 
the  catarrh  before  mentioned.  The  pain  was  so  much  re-^ 
lieved  that  I  could  rest  on  my  foot  and  walkout,  i.or  did 
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any  other  of  the  symptoms  remaiu.     On  the  fallowing 
^    days,  though  very  cold,  I  continued  to  go  out,  halt  indeed 
ill  my  first  steps;  but  after  a  few  minutes  the  very  act  of 
walking  ahiiQst  fitted  uic  for  it.    On  the  first  day  I  took 
a  drachm  of  bark  every  hour  till  I  had  consumed  an 
ounce;  after  this,  passed  the  night  well,  sleeping  soundly, 
iny  foot  being  so  easy  that  no  inconvenience  was  felt  ex- 
.  cepting  from  some  aukw^irdncss  in  its  position.    On  the 
•  following  days  I  took  another  ounce  of  bark,  and  afterwards 
desisted.    I  recovered   my  health   in  the  beginning  of 
<  March,  excepting  only  a  trifling  swell inir ;  and  so  sensi- 
bly am  I  impressed  with  the  v^uue  of  this  remedy  that, 
or  the  future,  I  shall  never  fail  to  have  recour^  to  it,  or 
to  recomiaend  it  to  others. 

Case  V[.  Whilst  preparing  these  sheets,  I  commani- 
cated  the  importance  of  bark  in  gouty  cases  to  my  worthy 
friend,  Scnr.  ISorberto  Antonio  Chalberl,  Snrsreon  to  the 
Royal  Camera,  a  man  of  well  known  reiHiiaiit.n,  and  of 
no  common  erncliiion  or  prudence.  A  i'vw  days  after  he 
was  sent  for  by  an  old  gouty  subject  in  an  ai  ut*  paroxysm. 
This  patient  had  freciueutly  been  under  Scnr.  Chaibert*s  care, 
and  no  former  reuu  dies  he  could  suggest  ever  lessened  the 
fit,  so  as  to  reduce  the  period  within  the  space  of  a  iuonth. 
He  prescribed  however  a  purge  on  this  occasion,  and  in 
the  afternoon  began  with  the  hark  in  the  manner  above 
described,  continunig  it  for  the  two  following  days  till 
two  ounces  were  consumed.  On  the  third  day  the  patient 
thou'jht  hirnself  well  enough  to  leave  his  house,  without 
•any  considciahle  uneasiness. 

Case  VII.  F.  Z.  formerly  a  danciiig  master,  fifty  years 
of  age,  has  beeu  afilicted  with  gout  from  the  age  of  twenty- 
«  five.  For  this  reason  his  mode  of  life  is  sedentary;  be 
is  lean  and  lull  of  vivacity,  yet  has  usually  two  paroxysms 
in  a  year,  which  continue  for  three  nfiont us  or  longer.  In 
the  l>eginoing  of  Ji^nuary  1802,  he  ha4  a  paroxysm  which 
lasted  till  March,  and  on  t(ie  IBth  of  tliat  ^lonth  the 
disease  attcicked  his  feet  with  more  violence  than  before 
passed  to  the  elbow,  aud  thence  to  the  right  hand ;  again 
to  tlie  feet,  the  ancle,  the  heel,  the  itndo  Achillis,  and 
the  thumb.  On  the  6tb  of  Apnl  I  visited  him,  and  found 
the  foot  swol^  near  the  joint  with  an  efflorescence,  and 
painful  when  pressed  Mpon :  the  right  hand  bad  uol  yet 
recovered  its  size  or  free  motion.  I  ordered  an  ounce  of 
Epsom  salt,  from  which  he  had  an  easy  and  copious  evacu- 
ation.  Ou  the  same  evening  1  adviiu4  hw  to  take  }ialf  an 
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ODiice  of  burk  before  midnight^  as  he  assured  me  his 
stojuach  was  equal  to  it :  however,  after  the  third  drachm, 
he  felt  some  rep ug nance.  But  with  tlie  quantitv  taken  he 
slept  souadly,  contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  and  was  free 
mm  pain.  In  the  morning  the  motion  of  his  feet  was 
more  tree,  and  his  hand  in  sucli  a  state  as  enabled  him  to 
write  me  a  leiur,  describing  bis  situation.  After  taking 
tliito  draehms  mure  on  tlic  same  morning,  his  stomach 
became  uneasy,  and  be  vomited  a  small  portion  of  the  last 
dose.  I  propo^^ed  lonojer  intervals  between  llic  doses-  He 
took  a  drarbtn  tour  times  n-day,  and  though  1  eoiild  not 
promise  him  siu  h  speedy  relief,  I  trusted  that  the  efficacy 
of  the  remedv  wfmlci  nut  be  interrupted  hv  the  too  'Meat 
sensibility  ot"  his  stomach.  I'houi^h  lie  had  not  taken  quite 
two  ounces  ot*  bark,  yet  on  the  t'oHowinif  day  he  was  so  far 
relieved  from  pain,  swelling,  redness,  and  difficult  motion, 
that  he  could  walk  like  a  person  in  health,  and  take  hia 
exereise  abroad.  For  the  perfect  establishmeni  of  his 
health  I  advised  a  cold  infusTon  of  bark  for  a  few  days  | 
this  ills  stomach  bore  without  inconvenience. 

Case  VIII.  Having  bruised  my  knee  near  the  patella  I 
began  to  feel  threatening  of  gout,  the  pain  gradually  in* 
treasing  over  the  whole  articulation.  Having  applied 
three  leeches  to  the  bruised  part,  1  took  half  an  ounce  of 
bark,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  found  myself  perfectly 
well. 

I  omit  severbl  other  cases;  those  already  related  are  su6> 
ficient  to  encourage  an^  one  who  wishes  to  make  trial  of 
this  remedy. 

By  what  has  been  said,  it  Is  evident  that  the  advantages 
of  the  proposed  method  consists  in  cleansing  the  primie 
vise  by  a  powerful  cathartic,  as  soon  as  tlie  pain  com* 
mences,  and  afVerwards  In  exhibiting  the  bark  in  the  dose 
of  a  drachm  from  hour  tq  hour.  f*or  the  two  first  days  art 
ounce  should  betaken  dady  ;  on  the  four  following,  half 
an  ounce  each,  increasing  or  lessening  these  quantities 
aecordinix  to  the  judgment  of  a  prudent  physiciiin.  — ' 
WlKihcr  the  l):irk  is  given  in  powder  (which  is  iiiwayi 
desirable)  ur  in  iidusioii  or  deeocjion,  the  quantity  given 
nu .^t  depend  on  the  patient's  stomach  and  otiier  circum- 
titances. 

The  Author's  Reflections^ 

Whatever  is  worth  the  attention  of  the  physician  In  hig 
observations  on  gout,  as  to  its  nature,  the  progress  of  its 
psroaysms,  or.  variety  of  sytnptoms^  nud  also  whatever  haa 
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heen  -obaerYed  of  tWc  bark,  all  contribate  to  recommend  tbe 
latter  above  all  other  remedies  hitherto  proposed  in  tbe 
cure  of  ibU  disease.  Lec  os  vieir  these'  proposiuoos  ia 
.order. 

As  tu  the  natare  of  gout,  all  authors  agree  that  debility 
.of  tbe  viscera,  hereditary  or  acquired,  producing  indiges* 
ttons,  locomplete  assiinilatioosy  and  various  complaints 
arising  from  the  same  causes,  and  showing  themselves  uii« 
der  a  variety  of  forms,  at  length  terminate  in  gout.   It  is  - 
evident,  that  all  those  causes*  (of  which  do  pn^  sician  is 
ignorant,  and  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  enlarge  up* 
on)  which  may  produce  or  excite  this  debility  in  a  sut»ject 
predisposed  thereto;  in  short,  whatever  may  injure  thjj 
iit'r\u>us  energy,  and  induce  disease  arising  therefrom,  ©ay 
likewise  excite  gout.    Ikiice,  accojcJinsr  to  the  variety  of 
^ul)j('fts  iiiui  external  circumstances,  die  disease  appears 
under  its  legiijar  paroxysms,  aiiunialous,  atonic,  misplac* 
cd,  retrograde,  earlier  or  later,  at  {greater  or  less  intervals, 
jubanging  its  form,  whilst  its  nature  continues  the  same. 
,    I'he  ancient  (diysiciaus  always  kept  in       w,  that  in 
curing  the  gout,  the  strength  oT  the  viscera  bhouUi  be  re- 
stored: all  recommended  during  the  niierval  of  the  pa- 
roxjsnis,  tonic,  hitter,  and  gently  stiuiulaiing  rciiKdios, 
even  so  far  as  to  propose  proper  eondiuicnis  to  be  i.tkcn 
With  the  Cood,  in  order  to  assist  digestion.  Whatever  may 
be  handed  down  to  us  from  C\hus,  Aurelianus,  /Etius,  A- 
retirus,  Galeii,  and  otliurs,  as  servicable  in  this  complaint, 
are  bitter  rejnedies,  administered  witli  due  caution,  with 
the  view  to  streni^therrmtj:  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and 
by  tliat  means  procuring  a  more  perfect  assimilation  ol 
jthe  food,  and  a  re/2:ular  secretion,  excretion,  and  distribu» 
pqa  of  the  juices,  by  which  the  strength  of  the  solids  be- 
ing increased  with  every  assistance  from  diet,  a  firm  state 
of  health  might  be  established.   Nor  has  the  opinions  of 
the  moderns  greatly  didered ;  ail  have  proposed  medicines 
with  a  view  to  the  same  indications.   All  indeed  have  se- 
lected su(cb  ri^medies  as  they  conceived  best  calculated  lor 
)  such  purposes ;  but  none  of  the  modem  writers  that  I  am 
acquainted  with,  since  the  discovery  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
^peak  of  its  virtues  in  the  cure  of  eput,  given  in  the  man- 
per  here  proposed,   Sydenham,  who  was  the  first  that  ad- 
yised  the  use  of  it,  gave  it  in  the  quantity  of  a  few  grains 
daily.   To  pass  over  others,  I  recollect  that  Cullen,  after 
condemning  the  use  of  otlier  bitters  in  this  disease,  recoin* 
tiiended  the  Peruvian  bark  with  the  same  intention  as  Sy- 
denham, merely  as  stomachic  i^d  streoEtheDtogi  jn 
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"mat  way  as  he  proposed  sreeh ,  Gotf*  Held  was  the  only . 
penoQ  who,  as^ecirl  v  as  1714^  considered  bark  as  a  spect-  # 
ac  against  the  gout.  Not  satisfied  with  the  small  doses 
proposed  by  SydeuhaiD,  he  used  it  in  somewhat  larger 
qoaiitities.  Alter  objecting  to  Sydenham's  small  d6ses>  he 
adds,  Ego  vero  hactenus  in  praxi  mea  hunc  corticem 
Don  grants  sed  plerum<}ue  ad  scrupulum  unum,  vel  drach* 
mam  dimidiam  ordinavj^  et  ilium  quidem  preservativii  sc- 
mel,  vel  bis  in  bebdomada;  curative  vero^  malo  jam  ap« 
propinquante,  mane  et  circa  noctem  assumere  .jussi ;  et 
sine  topicis,  tumor  et  dolores  brevi  remiserunt;  febris  in 
paroxysmo  cum  calore  prcsens  mitigala^  et  appctitus  ci bo- 
rum  alias  iinminutus,  vel  plane  abolitus  resuscitatus,  vel 
integrc  scrvatus,  inio  paroxysinXis  oinnis  brevi  suljlaius. 
Cortex  enim  noster  ob  blanclum  saporcm  anmruin,  Icrmeii- 
tum  gastricuiu  viiiosuin  i(l<jiie  vel  acre  bilio>um,  aut  v.sci- 
dius  acidum  immutat ;  sitiiulque^  quod  magnum  in  poda- 
gra beneficiunt,  alvum  apcrtam  servat ;  sanguini  quui[ue 
vigoreni  roncilial,  ejus(jut'  acriinoniaiii  conigit ;  ac  tibras 
lendinosa.s  nerveas  robur.it,  et  Mjlatur,  sieque  spasiuodicas 
surarum.  et  aliarum  partium  contractioucs  et  antevertit  et 
abigh:  anodyna  ctiam  virtute  pollens  et  blaiMlnni  sommim 
inducii  et  doloies  demulcet,  nee  niimis  cardiacuui  est,  et 
collapsas  vires  rebtaurat.  Uno  verbo^  Cortex  IVruvianus 
in  podagra  divinum  est  remedium,  (juod  multijuga  experi- 
entia  eaoctus  certo  et  firmissiine  a^sevcrarc  uoii  nL-queo." 
(Ephcm.  N.  C.  Centur.  3  &,  4,  6bs.  170,  |)ag.  3H~i.)  It  is 
much  to  be  rei^retted,  tbat  tiiis  bii;b  road,  so  arces-iblc  to 
the  most  common  observer,  siiould,  wicli  many  other  e- 
qnally  valuable  tliings,  have  become  alm  ost  obliterated 
from  the  memory  of  man.  The  foundations  of  the  healing 
art  must  be  constructed  not  of  visionary  systems  and  theo- 
ries, but  of  observations  properly  instituted,  carefully  re- 
peated, and  firmly  c^^tablished. 

Bulf  though  we  should  not  be  able  to  ascertain  by  autho* 
rity  the  safety  of  giving  bark  in  the  gout,  I  trust  those 
analogies  which  I  shall  now  ex  plain,  will  be  suHieient  to 
satisfy  the  attentive  observer.  If  we  once  establish  the  use 
of  bark  in  other  similar  diseases,  we  shall  cease  to  wonder 
'  r  it^  usefulness  in  this.  ^^^^  attentive  practitioner,  and 
«Uli  more,  every  unhappy  sum} re r,  will  bear  witness  that 
the  gout  preserves  regular  periods  in  its  paroxysms,  not 
oaly  respecting  the  season  but  the  hour  of  invasion  and 
remission ;  hence  appears  a  ready  analogy  between  this  « 
disease  and  the  intermittent  fever.  Every  one  knows  that 
the  close  of  January,  or  the  beginning  of  February,  as 
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well  as  the  advanced  state  of  atttamn>  are  seasons  most 

jdreaded  by  the  gouty,  as  well  as  those  in  which  we  are  to 

expect  intennittents.    It  is  also  well  known,  that  the  au-^ 

ttimnal  paroxysms  of  each  disease  an  the  most  obstinate, 

and  that  without  the  greatest  caution,  there  is  albo  most 

danger  of  a  misplaced  goul. 

,     The  gout,  in  its  first  attack,  arrives  at  its  most  painful 

stage  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning;  on 

the  following:  and  sncccedins;  davs,  the  paroxvsm  returns 

1         I  •  '■■    •1  •*'•  'I 

about  the  same  hour,  going  oiY  with  perspiration  ot  the 

inflamed  joint,  or  of  the  whole  body.  Oftentimes  it  imi- 
tates the  exacerbations  of  the  single  or  double  tertians; 
and  after  the  morning  paroxybin  another  will  regularly 
follow  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  in  almost  all  my  gouty 
attacks  I  hnve  suffered  this  second  or  ev<  iiing  paroxystii 
with  so  much  regularity,  that  T  have  constantly  expectcfl 
an  increase  of  [>ain  at  seven  in  the  evrninc!:,  which  should 
last  till  ten.  Since  the  u^e  of  the  baik  lhi$  second  parox- 
ysm has  never  occurred. 

It  can  hardly  be  disputed  that  the  gout  termiiiates  after 
a  certain  period  and  number  of  paroxysms,  varying  ac- 
cording to  circumstances ;  and  also  that^  like  the  intermit- 
teot  fever,  every  one  of  these  fits  finishes  with  a  perspiration^ 
having  a  sour  smelly  with  turbid  or  bilious  urine  with  a 
irhite  iateritious  sediment.  It  is  also  right  to  remark^  as  \\ 
may  serve  to  strengthen  the  analogy,  that  gouty  people 
ai'e  rarely  if  evier  afflicted  with  ague^  at  least,  among  the 
numberless  subjects  ot  my  acquaintance,  I  do  not  recollect 
one  who  caught  the  ague  even  when  epidemic.  Still  far- 
ther, the  inhabitants  of  low  and  damp  situations  are  more 
subject  to  gout  than  those  whoj^  iit  more  elevated  spots,  en- 
joy a  dry,  clear,  and  better  ventilated  atmosphere.  In  the 
same  manner  a?  thtermittents,  gout  follows  tne  changes  of 
season  and  vicissitudes  of  temperature ;  nay,  it  o/ten  pre* 
cedes  and  foretells  them,  so  that  when  cold',  dampness,  or 
a  cloudiness  are  present^  or  approaching,  not  only  is  the 
present  paroxysm  exasperated  and  prolonged,  but  gouty 
subjects  at  that  time  free  from  the  complaint,  will  be  sensi- 
ble of  wandering  arthritic  pains,  and  other  inconveniences; 
not  uncommonly^  these  will  prove  the  immediate  cause  of 
a  fresh  attack.  Stoll,  among  the  anomalies  of  the  gouty 
fever,  mentions  vagam  intenuitteiitcin^  vagaui  remiitcntem, 
veram  obscnram  tamen  Jic  veluti  inehoatam  intermitter- 
f  'ln,  cjuaj  iubtituto  parowsmo  eessat ;  and  lastly,  (alter  es- 
lablishiuG:  the  atialoev  in  th(  ir  attac  k  and  termination, 
bt'tw-ecu  the  bilious  fever  and  uoul)  be  cousider^  it  among 
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the  properties  of  gouty  matter,  that  frcauently  an  intermit- 
tent coining  on  a  well  treated  gout,  wilt  prove  its  cure;  in 
the  same  manner  that  an  ill  treated  !)ilious  or  remittent 
fever  will  terminate  in  gout.  It  bhoiild  also  be  reiiiai  ked, 
that  the  celebrated  Storck,  in  his  Diss,  de  Plem  iude,  sus- 
ptciing  this  analot::?  between  a  truly  inflauuiuitury  disease 
and  the  interniiUeiit  iever,  proposed  not  long  since  ireat- 
iiio:  pleurisy  with  extract  of  bark.  In  the  aente  rhemnatism, 
a  rii.^ease  very  similar  to  gout.  Dr.  Saunders  exhibited  with  » 
advantage,  after  the  seventh  day  from  the  beginninLr  of  tlie^ 
disease,  bark  in  conjunction  witli  anti-phlogistic  remedies, 
(Observations  on  Red  Bark)  probably  induced  by  a  simili- 
tude between  that  disease  and  the  double  t<M  tian  ;  nor  does 
Collen  object  to  this  praetie<\  (Elements  oi  tlie  Practice  of 
Physic,  §.469.)  Coii'^idpring  then  that  the  conniKMicenient 
and  proirrrss  of  gotil  is  very  siinilar  to  tluise  of  tlie  inter- 
mittfnt  lever,  wc  may  fairly  infer  that  tlie  hark  will  be 
useful  in  lessening  the  violence  of  the  paroxysm  in  one  as 
we  find  it  actually  does  in  the  other. 

The  best  authors  advise  in  the  worst  species  of  intermit-^ 
tents,  even  attended  with  inflammatory  symptoms,  to  give 
the  bark  rather  too  early  than  omit  it  too  long;  and  if  ever 
u  disappoints  them,  they  impute  it  to  a  too  sparing  exhibi- 
tion oi>  or  to  the  bad  properties  in,  tlrc  reaiedy^  finding  bj 
fBxpertence  that  no  <(Jan^er  atteods  the  giving  a  larger 
^oantity.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  core  the  worst  species  of 
intermittent^  unless  a  large  quantity  is  given  as  well  in  the 
interval  of  remission  or  intermission  as  during  the  paro.K- 
Jim  itself.  To  give  the  authority  of  innumerable  writers 
on  a  fact  so  well  established,  could  answer  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  show  the  writer's  erudition.  VVliy  then  should  . 
we  not  exhibit  bark  in  the  interval  as  well  as  during  tlie 
paroxysm  of  gont»  if  we  can  diminish  the  severity  of  if«i 
pains  f  It  may  be  dreaded  lest,  by  suppressing  the  attack, 
the  disease  should  become  wandering  or  retrograde ;  but 
observation  proves,  that  notwithstanding  the  pains  and 
9ome  other  symptoms  are  evidently  lessened,  the  parox- 
ysms indeed  are  shortened  but  not  extlngnishcd.  It  is 
wonh  remark  too^  that  in  those  cases  where  the  gouty  ac- 
tion is  imperfect  in  tUe  joints,  it  is  thought  necessary  to 
preserve  the  stomach  from  the  deposition  of  what  is  called 
goiuy  mattei^,  by  the  use  of  tonics,  such  as  bitters  and 
stimnltints;  and  among  the  rest,  bark  infused  in  wine  is" 
particolarly  recommended.  It  is  therefore  reasonable  to' 
nope,  that  at  the  access  of  a  gouty  fit,  whether  rccrnhtr  or 
Wouic,  bark  is  so  far  from  being  likely  to  obstruct  the 
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endeiivours  of  the  systcai,  that,  given  in  large  dose&y  no 
remedy  seems  better  calculated  to  assist  them. 

Another  still  closer  analpgy  has  gout  with  diseases  of 
the  nerves,  in  which  bark  is  a  wonderful  remedy.  Not  only 
the  nature  of  the  symptom^  but  the  causes  are  common  to 
both.  Prostration  of  appetite,  nausea,  dyspepsia,  vomit* 
ings,  flatulence,  pains,  spasms  about  the  region  of  the  sto- 
mach and  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  the  belly  atone  time 
lax  at  another  constipated.  Hypochondriac  symptoms,  such 
as  fearful ness,  uneasiness,  impatience,  besides  many  other 
complaints,  are  only  those  nervous  symptoms  which  often 
precede  a  gouty  paroxysm,  or  harrass  tne  patient  as  the  tit 
declines,  fbe  facility  with  which  the  gouty  pain  shifts, 
from  one  part  to  another,  leaving  the  iirst  free,  shews  a 
nervous  anection  afterwards  <ionnected  with  local  infiam* 
mation.  All  modern  authors  admit  the  importance  of  bark 
in  nervous  complaints.  These  are  the  principal  diseases 
described  by  Tissot  in  his  remarks  on  the  diseases  of  stu< 
dious  men,  and  of  such  as  are  addicted  to  excessive  ve- 
nery ;  and  for  these^  in  common  with  other  authors,  he  re- 
commends the  bark*  The  very  causes  above  mentioned, 
viz.  close  application,  a  sedentary  life,  and  excessive  iu« 
dulgences,  by  the  weakness  thcv  induce,  become  the  ex- 
citing causes  of  gout,  and  should  seem  to  require  similar 
remedies. 

Peruvian  bark  hold^  the  first  raiili  among  bitter  rcmc- 
dios.     1st.  Bccviuse,  to  use  the  languaije  of  Murray,  it 
bircngthcns  most  without  producing  heat.    'idly.  JVcMUse  ^ 
it  may  bu  accommodated  to  every  temperament,  as  daily 
experience  shusvs  in  the  cure  of  intermiltents,    .'^'lly.  Be- 
cause, by  lonir  coruiiiued  use,  it  produces  no  atony  in  ilic 
stomach,  whi(  h  is  not  the  ca?;e  with  other  bitter  reino'lies. 
Phs  sicians  have  long  since  given  up  tlie  vul2;ar  dread  that 
bark,  in  too  large  quantities,  produces  oli^tiucuons  in  the 
viscera,  scurvy,  and  other  complaints,  wliich  the  observa- 
tion of  later  aijes  prove  to  he  uiilouiided,  and  that  the 
general  error  ha.>  been  not  in  the  excessive  but  the  sparing, 
doses  of  that  remedy.    W^e  ought  not  to  wonder  if,  for  the 
cure  of  so  stubborn  a  disease  as  gout,  a  hirge  quautity  oi 
bark  should  he  necessary,  as  we  all  know  that  ol)stiiiate 
figues  require  as  much  or  still  more.    Nor  oui;lu  we  to  be 
surprized  if  tlie  gout  returns  at  determined  distances  of 
time,  since  the  same  happens  not  only  with  quartans,  but 
with  the  milder  tertians;  and  certain  it  is,  that  tliere  are 
persons  in  whom  ague,  however  often  cured,  seems  to  rciura 
l^ccasioually  like  a  coustitutioual  disease.   Still  furtlter,  it 
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Ittsbeea  Aown  that  hwtk,  given  in  suraller  doses  than  will 
coosume  two  ounces  in  the  lirsr  two  d»ys,  will  be  less  suc« 
cessiiii^  though  not' without  its  effecu*  From  all  which,  it 
follows,  that  whiUovcr  propriety  there  init|;ht  be  in  the  can* 
tioQs  against  the  improper  exhibition  of  bitter  remedies, 
there  can  be  no  daoger  of  the  use  of  bark,  even  in  the 
large  doses  above  prescribed. 

On  the  respectable  authority  of  Sydenham,  we  might 
apprehend  the  exhibition  of  a  purge  m  the  beginning  of 
an  attack.  That  celebrated  author  entertained  wis  appre- 
hension even  at  the  close  of  the  paroxysm,  and  was  fea^- 
fill,  during  the  intervals,  lest  purges  might  hasten  a  re-  ^ 
tarn.    He  appears  however,  afterwards,  to  have  become 
less  fearful,  (de  mktur,  cruuita)  and  advises  that,  after  a 
purge,  an  opiate  should  be  given,  to  lessen  the  neivous 
irritiiiion  exeiied  by  the  former.    I  mi^lit  further  assert, 
that  many  guuty  piuroxysms  have,  in  my.^Lli,  yieiclLti  lo 
spontaneous  bilious  evncuatiuii>  ,  ^nid  \s  about  recooimend- 
insf  such  a  practice,  ain  persua         that  by  promoting 
such  cvaeuatious,  some  paroxysms  have  been  fthoitcned, 
and  uLlicrs  prevented.    Laying  aside  the  almost  ob^olrte 
flution  of  gouty  matter,  which  by  such  stimuli  may  be 
transferred  to  the  inte>)tiiies,  it  must  on  all  hand^  be  allow- 
ed, that  by  such  evaeuaiions  the  di<[K)MUuii  to  plethora 
must  be  Ubsrned,  any  aceumiilation  in  the  bowels  remoy- 
t:(i,  aud  the  bark  produce  us  iull  ellieacy.  The  experience 
in  my  own  case  seems  to  cojtHrm  this.    Thousrh  I  found 
some  relief  from  the  haik  uuiy,  it  was  less  tiian  others 
bad  done^  nor  was  1  restored  to  health  till  after  a  brisk 
purge. 

Boerhaave*  was  not  afraid  of  purges  hi  gout,  and  p^^r- 
ticulariy  recommends  those  which  he  calls  serous,  and 
which  be  advises  to  be  (quickened  by  mercurial  prepexa* 
tioQs..  He  proposed  to  his  old  arthritic. friend,  Bassand, 
tbe  powdered  scamoiony  with  unwashed  calx  of  antimony. 
Van  Swieten  was  so  well  satished  with  thia  doctrine^  that 
ta  bis  coinaientary  on  the  passage  he  does  not  scruple  to 
recommend  it,  after  examining  the  foundation  of  the  prac- 
tice, and  adding  the  result  of  his  own  observations.  Tliere 
M  not  wanting  gouty  sul>jectSj  who  conceive  they  have 
/escaped  the  return  of  paroxysms  by  taking  a  pu|fge  every 
week.  Dr*  Joseph  Quario  (Animudvers.  cap.  15,  p. 
obserfeSf  that  the  body  should  be  occasionally  onened 
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daring  the  paroxvsm  with  the  saline  mixtui^  of  rob*  SOK 
buci^  whenever  the  previous  mode  of  living  hns  been  too 
free,  if  the  tongue  is  foul,  and  the  heat  considerable.*-*- 
Andrew  Szootes*  recommends  eccoprotics,  sikeh  as  leni- 
tive electuary  with  sulphur,  konie  grains  fbnbarb  with 
manna  and  tamarinds,  when  the  previous  symptoms  of 

font  appear,  in  its  first,  and  in  all  its  subsequent  stages, 
[offinan  gives  it  as  an  axiom,f  in  all  cases  of  pain,  to 
purge  before  the  exhibition  of  any, other  rtoedy.  By 
these  means,  wherever  the  pain  is  sitnated,  it  is  rendered 
milder,  as,  he  asserts,  he  has  repeatedly  experienced  ia 
bis  own  person. 

Mjr  friend.  Professor  Lemos,  very  prudently  exchanged 
the  violent  drastic  proposed  by  the  barber  for  Epsom  salta^ 
which  he  gave  in  a  sufficient  dose  gently  and  copiously  a> 
•cleanse  the  primse  vise,  and  the  better  lo  ensure  the  efli- 
cacy  of  the  bark;  yet  there  are  people  with  whom  these 
salts  disaccn  0,  producing  nausea  and  vomiting  instead  of 
the  desired  t  ilLct.  A  mixture  of  tartanzed  infusion  of  se- 
na  with  the  salts,  or  with  a  small  dose  ot  tincture^  «  }  jal- 
lap,  will  answer  every  purpose;  and  shoiihl  the  sv.siem 
seem  too  nie.eli  aj^itau  tl  by  this  medicine,  it  has  been  be- 
fore remarked,  that  the  antis[)asmodic  pow<  r<;  of  the  bark 
•wil!  be  likely  t(^  relieve  not  only  this  inconvi nience,  but 
r\<  II  that  restlessness,  impatience,  and  irritability  oi  leiii- 
er  so  ehnracteiistic  of  this  disease.  In  my  own  case  I 
ave  reiiiarked,  and  it  often  happens  in  otlieis,  that  the 
first  (lost's  of  bark  prove  pnrixative  ;  but  notwithstanding 
tfn^,  1  found  the  advnntnue  <>f  cathartic  rc  nirdies;  nnd 
the  best  practitioners  are  of  opinion,  that  in  mtermittents 
•  tiie  bark  is  more  elhcucious  if  preceded  by  iaxatiYe  reme- 
dies. 

There  are  not  wanting  such  as  maintain,  that  tlie  in- 
flammatory diatlH?sis  is  a  contra  indication  to  the  use  of 
bark.  But  besides  the  authorities  already  produced  from 
the  best  writers,- and  that  the  celebrated  Storck  treated 
pleurisy  with  extract  of  bark,  we  may  further  remark,  1st. 
thAt  the  pain  from  gout  precedes  the  inflammatory  symp- 
toms nearly  twenty-fbifr  hours ;  2dly,  that  even  the  gonly 
inflammation  h  no  objection  to  the  n^  of  bark,  becmiae 
this  inDammation  terminates  only  b^  resolution  dr  desqua- 
mation, uever  producing  snppnration,  scirrhus;  nor  gati- 
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grene;  in  these  respects  approaching  nearer  to  the  erysi- 

K^latous.  la  these  cases.  Dr.  George  Ford^ce  (follow  lu^ 
aller,*  who  found  benefit  from  bark  in  his  own  person* 
when  at  the  same  time  afflicted  with  erysipelas  in  his  head 
and  gout)  asserts,  that  bark  may  be  given  with  advantage^ 
orgiufj,  that  in  tlie  erysi|>€latous  malignant  sore  throat, 
bark  should  be  i^lvcii  in  large  doses.  He  afterwards  ex- 
tentltd  tlic  use  of  this  remedy  to  all  t  rybipelatous  Lnflani- 
matiuns  iiimrixed  with  phlegmon,  and  even  louiul  a  ad- 
visable to  c^ive  it  in  the  dose  oi  a  druciim  every  hour,  it 
the  stomncli  would  bear  it.+ 

Sunn  advantage  may  arise  tVuia  hinting  at  siicli  other 
ic  UK  ilic  s  us  mav  iiicrt-ase  the  cfhcacv  of  bark,  and  here- 
after  bring  it  laio  nmre  general  use.  No  preparation  is 
better  than  the  powder  durinc^  the  j)aroiysm ;  hnt  to  pa- 
tients of  an  extremely  irritable  slomaeh,  the  eold  infusion 
may  be  equally  servieable.  Cullen  and  Lewis  both  inform 
us,  that  tliis  may  be  made  in  lesn  than  twenty-tour  hours. 
If  the  powder  is  taken,  it  should  be  diluted  in  water,  or 
being  only  wetted,  it  should  be  plaeed  on  the  tongue,  and 
Bwallowed  by  tlie  assistance  of  water.  Other  ehanges  mi^ 
be  made,  aecording  to  the  discretion  of  the  physic  ian. 

When  the  inflammation  is  very  violent,  the  appiicatian 
of  leeches  to  the  part  may  very  much  assist  these  otiier 
means.  Before  I  was  acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  bark» 
I  have  frequently  found  the  advantage  of  leeches  in  re- 
lieving the  pain,  when  its  violence  induced  me  to  expect 
a  proportionate  inflammation*  But  only  in  a  single  in- 
itance  did  X  hud  the  paroxysm  shortened,  though  the  bark 
bas  constantly  produced  that  effect*  Tliere  is  reason  to 
bope  that  both  these  assistances^  preceded  by  a  purge,  may 
produce  the  best  effect* 

It  has  been  already  reotarkcdj  that  the  solution  of  guaia-  * 
cum  has  shortened  the  paroxysnu  There  cao  be  no  ob* 
jection  therefore  to  the.  use  of  it  at  nightj,  to  produce  a 
gentle  perspiration  after  taking  the  bark.  In  order  to  « 
fulfil  every  indication,  it  may  be  right  to  consider  what 
diet  will  be  the  most  suitable,  Tliis  mi^  done  in  a  few 
vords.  Light  nourishing  food,  easiest  of  digestion,  gently 
spiced,  ana  taken  accoruing  to  the  powers  of  the  stomach, 
and  previous  exercise :  icnh  not  too  strong  at  dinner ;  a 
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spnring  and  vri;f  tabic  supper  not  protracted  too  late  at 
iiiglu.    It  may  be  a  qiu  stion  ^^hctncr         is  proper  for 
gDuty  subjects.    If  not  oily  or  hardened  by  long  salting, 
or  ilrcNsc'd  s(i  high  as  to  cxrite  an  unnatural  appetite,  tliere 
can  be  no  objection  to  their  use.    On  all  these  subjects, 
the  common  cautious  have  been  so  oftc  n  repeated  as  to 
render  it  unnecessary  to  say  more.   Twelve  years  ago,  I 
found  fish  so  very  hurtful  to  my  own  constitution,  that 
before  the  conclusion  oF  the  first  week  in  Lent>  i  was 
seized  with  gout,  and  found  it  necessary  to  return  altoge- 
ther to  flesh.   On  the  day,  or  the  day  sticeeeding  a  dinner 
of  fish,  I  found  threats  of  a  gouty  attack  ;  but  since  the 
use  of  the  bark,  i  have  not  only  3erived  the  advantages 
above  mentioned,  but  during  the  Lent  of  this  year,  IBM, 
have  confined  myself  to  fish  without  any  inconvenience. 
Those  who  are  accustomed  to  drink  wine  with  moderation, 
need  not  alter  their  habit,  and  for  others  a  small  quantity  of 
Port  may  be  serviceable.   AVater  more  or  less  cold,  accord- 
ing to  tne  season,  but  still  cold^  is  very  serviceable,  taken 
in  the  morning  fasting.   Thin  chocolate  is  the  best  break- 
fast, and  a  small  qudntity  of  coffee  should  be  taken  after 
dinner.    Tea,  and  other  liquors  of  that  kind,  may  be 
thought  hurtful  by  weakening  the  stomach;  on  this  subject, 
custom  and  experience  mi]st  be  our  guide.   Sleep  should 
be  moderate,  and  at  proper  seasons:  the  patient  should 
retire  early  to  a  bed  not  too  soft,  which  he  should  quit  earlv 
in  the  morning.  He  should  avoid  those  evacuations  which 
are  not  indicated.   He  should  cultivate  a  cheerful  mind^ 
avoiding  «i5  much  as  possible  those  reflections  which  nuiy 
sour  his  disposition,  and  also  too  close  application.  In 
short,  the  common  rules  for  preservmg  health  should  U.' 
attended  to  in  a  particular  luaimer  by  gouty  subjects. 
•    Exceptint;  tbo  customary  injunviiou  t\>v  what  are  t  alU  tl 
th<'  uoii  uatur:ils,  tlie  patient  should  avoid  ail  medieiiie^ 
for  a  mouth  or  tun,  that  he  may  i>e  the  moic  snsccpiibic 
of  their  efl^ects.    At  the  end  ol  that  time  it  may  he  ad- 
visable tu  taUe  a  gentle  purge,  and  aiin wards  au  ounce 
of  powdered  bark,  or  a  pint  of  the  viuous  infusiuu,  or 
SOUK  what  more  of  the  cold  w.-itery  iniusiuu,  or  a  saturated 
detroetion  for  four  davs.    Those  wlio  are  troubled  \\\th 
]ihl«\5i;ui,  may  add  a  small  portion  of  x^i  isloiochia,  oi  wheic- 
ever  a  stimulant  is  necessary,  the  powdered  Arof!  may  be 
a  useful  additi^iii ;  or,  if  the  slomacii  seems  avi  rsc*  lo  these 
remedies,  the  steel  wine  mav  be  exhibited  alone  or  with 
some  spirituous  compound.    The  vitr  o'ic  uc'id  with  alco- 
hol (iit^uor  anod.  mmeral.  Uulduttui)  may  he  given  in 
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tugar  with  advantage.  After  this,  the  patient  should  ab« 
Slain  from  remedies,  aud  attend  only  to  diet. 

Frequent  e\crcise  is  the  most  important  ron>iderutiou 
durinii  the  interval  of  the  paroxysms.  It  tiuiy  he  varied 
according  to  circumstance,  by  walkini^,  riding,  or  gesta- 
tion. It  is  certain,  that  on  the  decline  of  the  paroxyms, 
they  are  much  shortened  by  exercise.  Sydenham  advises 
it;  reason  and  experience  conlifm  bis  advice.  1  can  with 
trutli  attribute  the  shortening  of  several  paroxysms  to 
using  my  feet  whilst  that  use  was  stiil  pamtul.  They  al- 
ways mended  as  1  proceeded,  and  long  rest  coustantiy  in* 
duced  a  return  of  pain. 

Having  thus,  faithfully  translated  all  the  facts  offered 
by  Professor  Tavares,  your  readers  will  be  satisfied  with  a 
more  general  account  of  his  remaining  reflexions  ;  or  such 
9>  wish  more  minutely  to  pentse  tbcm,  will  refer  to  the 
original. 

Ctild  bathing,  as  assiHtog  the  purposes  of  the  bark,  it 
advised  either  in  the  sea  or  at  home.  If  the  latter^  the 
author  prefers  ablutions  with  sponge,  or  if  -  batbing  is  pre- 
ferred be  ad  Vises  only  a  single  immersion;  if  in  the 'sea, 
the  time  of  bathing  should  be  left  to  the  sensations  of  the 
patient.  The  uauaf  cautions  are  added^ 

Uodei  all  these  means,  Br.  Ta^ares  only  promises  an 
alleviation  of  a  disease  for  which  the  patient  must  have  a 
predisposition.  By  thia  we  conceive  is  meant,  that  titp 
predisposition  being  a  part  of  the  original  constitution, 
cannot  be  altered  by  remedies.  But  by  his  own  and  some 
adier  cases,  it  appears  that  not  only  the  paroxisms  may  be 
shortened,  but  their  return  much  protracted. 

Some  remjirks  follow  on  the  importance  of  accurately 
dintinguiKhing  the  disease,  the  stale  of  the  patient  under 
it,aud  the  necesj)itv,  in  some  int^lanccs,  ul  protlueing  a  luii 
fit  for  the  relief  oi  the  v»ljule  liame.  In  all  thest:  cases, 
vvislies  the  puaciit  to  take  the  advice  of  an  experien( cd 
physii  ian,  jmkI,  as  an  illustrauoii,  adds  (in  a  note  as  it 
Vrubabiy  occurred  after  the  work  cumuicuced)  his  own 
casein  the  year  1802, 

On  the  91  h  uf  June,  without  any  previous  apparent 
cause  except iii Li,  the  e:reat  and  sudden  changes  of  vveather, 
Ite  sulfered  a  violent  cramp  in  the  wiioie  course  u\  mii'<rt(/us 
ptro/ifptts^  l(i/igu6  iur  near  twelve  hotn*s.  As  it  went  oif,  a 
sijininij  redness  appeared  f  m  liirce  days.  As  this  vanished 
he  fell  rest K  riess>,  anxiety,  palpitations  ot  tfie  heint,  im- 
patience, slight  vertigo,  and  lastly  a  sense  of  pain  aud  heat 
^g/uiog  on  in  buiXxkm^s;  all  the  former  ^^inj^ioms  (the 
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forcrimners  of  a  gouty  paroxysm)  were  diininislu d.  Sus- 
pcctini^  the  beginning  ruici  progress  of  a  p:iro\v>iii,  he 
waited  patiently  for  ith  iiu>ie  (Complete  founation,  coii- 
Uiuiiiig  his  accustomed  occupmions,  and  Ubiiig  no  leuiedj. 
On  lUc  jodi  (lay  of  the  nionili,  the  n!\pasiness  in  the  knees 
^(Mtig  oif,  an  olj.^fiu  t.'  [)ain  in  lIac  v\  i"i>t  I h i  ratened  gout  in 
that  part;  but  suspcciing  a  Hluggi.sbuess  in  the  attack,  be 
look  only  two  diachins  of  bark,  either  to  tliiow  out  the 
disi\isc  or  stop  it,  avoiding  a  repetition  of  the  remedy  lest 
he  should  interrupt  the  efibris  of  nature.    Two  hours  after 
nudnigiit      tlie  J7th,  a  manil(     and  violent  gout  appear- 
ed in  the  wiist.    After  it  bad  raged  for  sixteen  hours,  and 
whilst  the  inllaiiunation  was  still  high^  and  a  white  lateri- 
tioiis  sediment  a()pearod  in  the  urine,  he  began  taking  the 
(lecfx-non  of  bark  in  the  manner  advised  for  intermittent 
levers.    After  the  third  dose,  a  remission  of  pain  began, 
which  gradually  lessened,  so  that  he  enjoyed  a  good 
siglit's  rest.    Neither  the  swelling  nor  inHammatioQ  sub- 
aided,  but  tlie  motioos  of  the  hand  and  arm  were  now  only 
impeded  by  their  increased  volume  and  not  pain. 
.  After  this  follow  some  remarks  on  the  different  kinds 
of  bark,  a  subject  which  has  been  amply  discussed  at  home. 
The  author  also  suspects  that  the  white  willow  bark  may 
be  tbund  efficacious  in  gout,  as  he  experienced  its  usetol* 
Bess  even  in  obstinate  intermittents* 

Particular  respect  is  due  to  the  observations  of  SD 
arthritic  physician,  on  whatever  relates  to  his  own  com^ 
plaint.  The  use  of  opium,  in  all  its  preparations,  he  con- 
demns from  his  own  experience  and  his  conversations 
with  his  brethren.  The  necessity  of  gradually  augmenting 
tlie  dose  is. strongly  urged,  and  inconveniences  thence  fol- 
lowing to  tnc  nervous  system,  by  which  the  irritability  of 
tlie  constitution  is  much  increased.  Warm  bathings  of 
every  kind  are  objected  to  for  similar  reasons,  excepting 
the  warm  sulphur  and  sea  or  salt-wacer  tepid  baths.  Bven 
tlirse  the  Professor  objects  to  during  the  paroxysm*  As  to 
pediluvia  in  warm  water,  mixed  with  marine  acid,  though 
recommended  by  Dr.  llowley  during  the  gouty  fit,  oof 
author  thinks  should  ratiier  be  used  during  the  atonic  or  in* 
doh*nt  stage. 

'I  be  u  ijole  concludes  with  expressing,  that  the  Author 
conceived  it  a  duty  to  give  the  w  orld  gratuitously  those  in- 
structions which  he  liad  received  tVoni  motives  ot  tricnd- 
ship,  and  to  strcni^tlien  them  with  very  lew  facl>,  com- 
pared to  the  number  he  u)i|;ht  have  oiiered;  recjuesting 
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an  impartial  consideration  of  his  labour  and  a  reciprocal 

renrliness  of  com  muni  cation  in  his  Brethren. 

Though  the  Medical  world  have  perhaps  relaxed  K  litilei 
in  their  terrors  relative  to  evacuations  in 'gouty  people, 
Tetthe  practice  of  giving  bark  in  such  large  and  repeated  * 
dosea  is,  I  believe,  new  in  England.  The  Author's  rejec- 
tions also  relative  to  the  analogy  between  that  disease  and 
btermittent  fevert^  deserve  hotice>  for  though  generally 
intermittenta  arise  from  a  peculiar  miasmaj  yet  other  causes 
will  produce  them.  *  Other  topical  pains  also  have  shown 
regular  intermissions,  and  been  cured  by  bark..  But  the 
extensive  field  of  observation  which  our  Author  possessedj 
entitles  him  to  particular  attention  in  his  remark^  that 
gouty  people,  rarely,  if  ever,  become  the  subjects  of  ague* 
aod  that  in  damp,  aguish  situations,  gout  is  most  prevalent. 
Ptofessor  Tavares*  office  as  j/rckiatro,  gives  him  the  most 
extensive  correspondence ;  and  It  is  well  known,  that  the 
eonntry  along  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  for  a  considerable 
extent  in  Portugal,  is  marshy  and  aguish.  I  might  add^ 
as  a  further  analogy,  that  duritig  my  eight  years  residence 
in  the  delightful  Island  of  Madeira,  1  saw  no  case  of  ague, 
nor  scarcely  of  gout,  among  any  of  the  natives;  nor  is 
there  any  swampy  :2:r<)und  in  any  of  tlie  inhabited  part  of 
the  Island.  This  Inni  is  thrown  out,  tliat  the  rcaclcri  of 
your  extensively  circulated  Work,  ni:iv  improve  it  by  ob- 
servations on  the  air,  situation,  aud  di^jeases,  ot  their  rc- 
spetiive  circles  ol'  Practice. 

I  am,  &c, 

London,  June,  1804.     .  JOSEPH  ADAMS. 


RuPOT^T  OF  THE  CoMMITTEE  OF  THF.  IIoi  Si:  OF  CoMMOK*, 

on  the  Petition  rajiccting  the  I  eveu  l^siikUTloN, 

The  Coininittce,  to  whom  the  Petition  of  the  eovr-ral 
persons  \vhose  names  are  suhijcrihed  tiiereto,  f)eing  Mem- 
DtTs»  ut  the  Society  for  bettering  the  Condition  of  the  Poor, 
Mas  referred;  nnd  who  were  ejnpf>wrTf  d  to  r;  p<r:  t  tlie  mat-» 
tor  of  tlic  said  petition  as  it  should  appear  u<  tliem,  ys  hh 
their  ob^ervfttions  thereupon,  to  the  House;  hd\<:,  p)ursu-» 
ant  to  tlie  order  of  the  House,  exafnined  the  matter  to 
them  referred;  and  have  agreed  to  the  following  Report* 

Sir  Walter  I'^  rcjutiar,  M.  D.  having  "beea  examinedi  in- 
formed your  Cgmittitt^e^  Uiat  to  bis  kmwkdge  ftnd  c'xpe*  , 


Digitized  by  Google 


102   Report  of  tlu  Ctmimittu  on  tkc  Fever  huUlutioiid 

l^UCe  the  infectious  fever  was  very  prevalent  in  London, 
particularly  among  the  poorer  pans  m  cuufmcd  situations  j 
thai,  from  information,  which  lie  repcatrdly  had,  and  on 
which  lie  could  rely,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  more 
tlian  three  thousand  iHiiions  have  uu nnally  died  of  it  in 
and  about  London.    Thnt  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  a 
house  for  receiving  patieut^s  in  the  fever,  would  prevent 
the  spreading  the  infection;   particularly,  if  the  houses 
iroju  which  tlu  paUcnis  are  removed,  were  properly  cleaned 
and  white-vvabUed,  and  still  more  so  if  the  bed  cloaths, 
and  also  the  patient's  cioaths  were  burnt  imuiedialely. 
Tlmt  he  had  known  the  most  fatal  consequences  follow 
from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution,  even  in  the  instance  of 
a  single  article  comiiii/  f  rom  an  infeeu  d  person.    That  he 
id  not  conceive  that  an  establishment,  on  a  sufficient 
scale  to  answer  those  beneficial  purposes,  could  be  formed 
m  the  metropolis  w  ithout  public  aid,  and  had  no  scruple 
IP  say  that  he  believed  it  impossible,    'lliat  the  infection 
is  likely  to  he  generally  communicated^  by  the  neceasary 
intercourse  subsigting  betireen  servants  and  other  mcrahers 
of  large  Families,  with  persons  in  the  lower  classes  of  iife^ 
among  whom  the  infectious  fever  more  commonly  prevails. 
That  he  has  known  repeated  instances  of  its  being  so  com* 
nuinicated  to  persons  in  the  higher  t;lasses  of  life,  parlica- 
Jarly  among  cliildren,  and  has  found  it  necessary  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  rule  in  families  where  he  is  consvlted,  that  tlie 
nurses  should  never  have  any  communication  with  friends 
in  their  own  houses,  or  with  others  they  may  casually 
meet.   That  there  is  good  reason  to  hope,  that  by  the 
judicionsy  diligent,  and  persevering  efforts  of  such  an  in- 
stitution as  has  been  alluded  to,  that  the  infectious  fever 
may  be  very  considerably  dtmintshed)  and  even  in  the  end 
almost  entirely  extirpated  from  the  metr(>])(>lis.   And  that 
t}ie  extinction  of  the  infections  i«ver  in  the  mtftropolisy 
woujd  v^ry  greatly  tend  to  prevent  ita.tckii^  place  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  which  have  a  cotAmunicatjkoa 
with  it,  more  especially  as  the  fever  generally  ireta#io» 
lurking  in  the  constitution  for  some  time  befdre  it  prevents 
the  pa.tient  from  travelling  or  following  his  usual  occupati* 
ons.  •  That  it  is  of  great  iatpoi  tance  in  the  cure  of  these 
fevers,  to  attend  to  them  in  an  e^rly  sttjge;  and  general 
attention  cannot  be  given  to  patients  so  infected  in  the 
wideextentof  the  metropolis,  exce{)t  by  the  establishment 
ot"  an  institution  up<jn  a  considerable  scale,  and  very  care* 
fully  directed,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  receivinic  all  the  in- 
flected pcrdous  wiio  mav  apply..  That.  the.  puof  when  in 
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their  own  houses^  labouring  under  the  infectioas  fever» 
must  always  be  attended  by  tneir  friends  with  hazard ;  and 
thongh  some  peculiar  constitutloos  may-escape^  in. general 

the  attendance  must  be  higl>ly  dangerous. 

Maxwell  Garthshorej  having  been  examined^  also 

informed  your  Committee^  that  an  institution  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  contagions  malignant  fevers>  has  been 
established  within  these  three  years  in  Gray's  Inn  Lane 
Road,  which,  although  upon  a  very  contracted  scale^  pre* 
vioQS  to  February  last  received  SS5  fever  patients,  of  whom 
889  have  been  dismissed  cured,  and  the  houses  of  maay  of 
diem,  and  others,  purified,  white-washed,  and  cleansed; 

died,  and  seven  then  remained  in  the  house.  That 
be  does  not  think  the  present  establishment  sufficiently 
extensive,  to  remedy  the  evil  of  the  infectious  fever  in  the 
metropolis.  That  a  public  institution  would  afford  means 
both  of  preventing  and  curing  the  infectious  fever,  which 
cannot  be  praetised  in  the  houses  ot"  the  poorer  ciasscis  of 
society;  but  that  he  is  of  opinion  ihal  a  pubHc  institution, 
ot"  ^uliicient  extent  to  remedy  tiie  evil  in  the  nu  tropolis, 
caniiui  be  established  by  private  subscription  unassistcti  by- 
public  aid.  That  it  is  of  great  im]>ortanee  that  the  infecti- 
ous fever  should  be  attended  to  in  its  earlv  slaves;  ami 
that  be  believes  that  not  one  case  was  ever  taken  into  this 
institution  in  an  early  stage,  which  was  not  boon  reco- 
vered, it  bein^  a  disorder  the  prevention  and  cure  of  which 
are  perfectly  well  uiuU  i stood.  That  the  infectious  fever 
has  prevailed  for  a  lung  course  of  years  in  some  of  tbc 
cryuded  parts  of  tiie  metropolis,  in  a  mpre  or  less  degree, 
according  to  seasons  and  cireunistances. 

Th  omas  Bernard,  Esq.  having  been  examined,  likewise  ♦ 
inl'ormed  your  Committee,  that  the  London  Fever  Hospital 
in  Gray's  Inn  Lane  was  established  in  May  1801,  and  a 
House  of  Recovery  opened  in  Qmy*^  inn  Lane  in  February 
IjtiOd.  That  great  exertions  have  been  made  in  every  po3< 
iible  waj  to^ ot)tain  subscriptions,  and  j^et  the  present  funds 
are  not  equal  to  the  maintaining  that  small  house  on  the 
piesent  scale*  That  the  whole  sum  which  has  been  raisa<(- 
by  donations  and  subscriptions,  has  amounted  to 
tbe  annual  expences  of  the  house  are  between  £*<SlOO  and 
i£.700,  and  that  the  house  is  not  adequate  to  one-tenth 
part  of  the  patients  who  want  relief,  as  it  contains  only 
sixteen  beds.  Finding  that  this  establishment  will  not  be 
udeouate  to  the  purpose,  the  society  have  begun  raising  a^ 
find  of  5000,  and  j^.  1()00  has  already  been  subscribed, 
upon  coudMim  that  pariiameat  would 'grant  such  a  sum, 

Md       ^  as 
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as,  together  with  those  8ubscriptioDs>  would  prove  effectaal, 

to  tho  desired  object. 

Upon  the  wholc^  your  Committee  find  that  the  infectious 
fever  has  been  long  prevalent  among  the  poor  of  London, 
and  that  above  3000  persons  have^  on  an  average^  annually 
died  of  it  within  the  bills  of  mortality.^ 

Tills  evil  appears  to  your  Committee  to  have  continued 
for  want  of  some  regular  system  being  adopted  lo  check  its 
progress,  and  lu  ])iiriry  the  hcniscs  and  other  buildings  in 
which  it  has  pi^  \  aih d.  In  May  1801,  an  Institution  for 
ihc  Cure  and  Prevention  of  Infec  tious  I'evers  in  the  Mc- 
lropoli«  was  c>lahii.>hed  by  the  Soeiotv  for  betlerinf;  the 
ConiMtiun  of  the  Poor;  and  in  Fcliiuny  180C,  a  London 
House  of  Ilecovery  was  opened,  in  which,  altlioui^h  it 
contains  no  more  than  sixteen  beds,  upwui'dd  of  320  lever 
piifit'iits  have  already  been  cured, 

i  ins  e>tablislunent  has  been  hitherto  supported  by  the 
contributions  and  snl)^criptions  of  in(hvidua!s,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  ^.4()lX)  so  colleeted  has  been  expeiKied  upon 
it.  The  extent  of  the  institution  appears  to  your  Couinait- 
te(^  in>uflii-i«  ut  for  the  attainnu  nt  of  its  object;  and  al- 
ihdugh  great  exertions  have  l>een  used,  it  has  not  been 
i\»und  praeticable  to  raise,  by  [)rivate  subscriptions,  funds 
large  enough  to  inerease  or  support  it,  more  especially  as 
it  is  essentially  necessary  to  destroy  the  cloaths  of  the 
patients,  and  purify  the  houses  in  which  they  have  been 
attacked  by  tlie  complaint.  In  the  expectatioQ  tbat>  to- 
wards an  object  of  so  much  national  importance,  aid 
might  be  aflorded  by  the  legislature,  a  sum  of  ^.KiOO  has 
been  subscribed  by  several  individuals^  upon  the  condition 
of  such  assistance  beinir  first  received.  The  Institution 
cannot,  therefore,  have  the  benefit  of  this  bounty^  without 
it  is  also  supported  by  Parliament;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
it  ap[)ears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  object  of  the  peli- 
.  tfon  is  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that  rlie  proposed 
Institution  would     productive  of  great  public  advantage. 


To  the  Edilan  of  ihe  Medical  and  Fhjifical  JotirmU 

GENTLEMEN,  '  * 

I  Had  hoped  that  the  war  of  words  had  been  no  longer 
an  incuml>ent  duty  on -the  balievers  and  propagators  ot 
tliat  great  bles3iikg  to  maakUid^  proraiilga(^^  by  J^n')^^  * 
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and,  that  th^  lancet  only,  and  not  the  pen,  was  the  sole 
instnimeat  needful  in  the  dissemination  of  their  principles. 
I  thought  there  could  be  no  longer  enemies  to  its  general 
estabhshmeot,  but  such  as  were  inaccessible,  from  refusing 
(through  prejudice)  the  aid  of  their  senses  in  informing 
their  judgment.  To  have  persevered  in  contention  with 
such,  would  have  been  'waging  an  inglorious  war;'  thejr 
mijht,  without  dereliction  of  duty,  been  left  to  have 
suffered  by  themselves  or  kindred,  that  merciless  affiictioa 
for  which  the  oow-pock  is  so  mild  and  safe  a  substitute.— « 
But  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Goldson,  and  the  opinion  of  a 
very  respectable  physician  of  this  city,  who  had  read  that 
amphiet,  and  wno,  to  my  concern  and  surprise,  de<;Iares 
is  belief',  that  those  who  have  had  eow-pock  are  liable  to 
small-pox,  and  tliat  the  eow-j)()ek  dues  ueeasion  peculiar 
and  foul  eruptions;  shews  that  1  was  too  Nanguine  in  tny 
^•xpectations,  and  tliat  it  is  yet  necessary,  tliat  iIkjso  who 
have  had  experience  and  coavictiou  of  its  iniportuuce  and 
utility  should  not  he  silent. 

It  is  now  four  years  since  my  doubts  of  the  mihlness 
iiii'l  >eenriry  of  cow-poek  have  been  Mibdiied,  by  previous- 
ly learning  and  observing  all  I  eouhl  on  tlic*  subject. 
i>ince  thai  time,  I  have  had  considerable  (jpporlunities  of 
confirming  or  invalidating  my  opinion,  aribuig  from  being 
iiioculator  at  one  (>f  the  stations  of  the  R.  J.  Society,  in  a 
very  p  )|niluus  iieii^hhourhood  ;  from  private  practice,  and 
iroin  being  a  member  of  the  niedicn!  council  of  the  H.  J. 
J>uri<ny,  the  duty  of  which  council  it  is  to  investigate  all 
ca^cs  of  vaccination  attended  with  peculiar  circumstauces, 
whether  arrising  from  coincidence  of  other  diseases,  sus- 
picion of  insecurity,  imputation  of  sm.Ul-pock  succeeding ' 
cow-pock,  or  any  consequences  arising  from  vaccinati  u ; 
and  having  given  ail  the  attention  I  was  able  to  all  thcs« 
points,  1  do  most  solemnly  declare,  I'  have  not  seen  the 
snaall-pox  take  place  after  the  cow*pock,  nor  have  (  ever 
secD  the  peculiar  and  foul  eruptions,  or  any  other  arising 
from  cow-pock.— But  I  have  witnessed  the  uiost  foul  con- 
<Jiict  among  its  adversaries;  one  out  of  many  (because  it  is 
very  recent)  i  will  relate ;  A  woman  called  with  her  child 
to  consult  me  about  vaccinating  it,  but  iier  mind  was  not 
quite  decided ;  because,  she  said,  her  husband  was  averse 
to  it,  and  a  neighbour  of  hers  had  a  child  now  danger* 
ously  ill  with  the  cow-pock.  I  assured  her  there  was  no 
(langer  from  cow-pock,  ttnd  I  vaccinated  the  childf  I  asked 
her  a  few  days  after  how  the  child  was  that  was  so  ill  of 
(ow-pock;  she  answered,  that  since  her  own  had  been 

M  3  ^  doncj 
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done,  the  same  womna  said  her  child  had  not  heea  iaoca- 

latedy  and  was  111  from  teething  only*  This  uppears  to  me 
to  have  heen  a  contrivance  beiween  the  woman  who  pie- 
tended  her  child  had  been  vaccinated  and  the  father  of 

the  other  child,  to  prevent  the  vaccinaiion  of  the  one  that" 

was  brought  lo  ine.  Tuis  report  would  reach  the  ears  of 
Tiiaiiy  u  tioiii  ihc  t'aKeh  iod  of  it  would  not  reach.  The 
woman  whose  ehild  1  vaeeinated,  said  the  other  had  since 
thought  of  having  hers  dvuie  ;  hut  the  medical  gentleuian 
told  her  the  child  would  h;ive  breakings  out  spring  and- 
fiill,  so  advised  her  not,  but  to  havei^  inoculated  with  the 
nut  lira  I  sort. 

In  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  my  conviction,  I  have  vect 
cinated  niy  wife,  two  children  and  a  female  sejrvantji  in  my 
own  laniily. 

M^ith  respect  to  Mr.  Goldson's  pamphlet,  it  is  certainly 
interesting,  and  hespcaks  a  man  who  would  write  very 
Creditably  on  any  subject  with  which  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted, but  he  does  not  even  pretend  to  have  had  umjcH 
experience  in  cow-pock.  His  book  is,  therefore,  eitlitr 
quite  nugatory,  or  proves  a  great  deal  too  much.  Can  any 
rational  person  believe  so  many  cases  of  the  small-pox 
aupervening  cow-pock  can  have  happened,  in  a  limited  and 
private  practice^  to  one  practitioner,  when  none  have  ma- 
nifested themselves  to  several  who  have  had  v«ry  extensive 
experience^  hoth  as  public  and  private  practitioners;  for  such 
is  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Woodville,  who,  with  his  coadju- 
tor, Mr.  VVachsel,  have  vaccinated  their  tens  of  thousands; 
such  is  the  testimony  also  of  Dr,  Jenner,  Dr.  Pearson,  Mr. 
Ring,  Sec.  &c.  who  have  vaccinated  their  thousands. 

The  following  is  published  under  date  of  the  £Oth  June, 
1804,  by  the  Society  under  the  direction  and  inspection 
of  Dr.  Pearson. 

*'  In  the /a«^  fortnight,  a  number- of  subjects  who  had 
undergone  vaccination  in  the  }  ear  1800,  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  test,  or  counter  proof,  (variolation)  in  cir- 
<:unistances  the  most  favourable  for  exciting  small-pox; 
also  suhjec^  who  were  vaccinated  in  Dr.  Pearson's  early 
practice,  in  The  evidence  from  which  demonstrates 

a  uniform  series  of  fapts  the  reverse  of  Mr.  Goldson's  con- 
clusions, 

"  What  is  the  rational  inference  from  all  this,  but  that 

Mr.  Ooldson  has  heen  uiiMruided  by  some  fundaroentiu 
e»:oriii  his  practiee.  liut  should  it  be  found  (though  I 
bclicvelr  has  not  yet  occurred)  that  one  in  many  thousands 
hi.^  tht  snuiil-pox  aiier  liaviug  had  the  perfect  cuw-pock, 
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It  is  no  more  than  has  happened  after  the  small  pox  lUelf, 
according  10  tlie  testimony  of  some  ot  the  most  expe» 
ftt'iiced  practitioners  ;  and  tlie  most  ardent  advocates  fof 
the  cow-pock^  do  not  pretend  that  it  is  a  surv  r  preventive 
than  the  small-pox  itself.  If  it  should*  continue  to  be 
orged,  that  the  antidote  only  operates  tor  a  time,  may  I 
ask  tliese  gentlemen  what  lime  tliey  mean  ?  i  flatter  myself 
tbey  will  verv  soon  be  im[H  lled  by  facts  to  name  such  a 
period,  as  not  one  in  leii  thousand  of  the  young^est  of  our 
])alient<  ("though  vaccinated)  are  likely  to  survive.  There 
are  many  instances  supported  by  most  respectable  testi-^ 
iDony  of  persons  resisting  every  known  mode  of  comuiuni« 
eating  smalUpox ;  ten,  twea^,  tihirtji  forty^  and  ev^a  fifij 
years  after  having  had  ib^  cow'rpack^  * 

**  Dr.  Jenoer  gave  ns  the  foilowii^g  (four  years  ago)  not 
one  of  which  have  been  disproved  or  coiitracted. 
Josiah  Memet  25-> 
Sarah  Portloci^  67 
'  Jn.  Phillips  53 
Mary  Barge  31 
Elizabeth  Wynne  38 
'Wm.  Stickcomb  JO 
Hester  Wakeley  26- 

William  Tennor^  £sg*  of  Tu^mor^i  Q^ford^hire^  (h^ 
ioUowing : 

Wm.  Trc dwell 
^Iban  Coilingridge 
Mr.  Stevens 
•    Tiiomas  Slater 
Mr,  H*  Coliingridge 

Many  similar  facts  have  been  published  by.  Dr.  Pearson 
and  others.  Dr.  ,Woodvil)e  inoculated  more  than  one 
thousand  after  cow*pock^  not  jone  of  vrhom  had  small-pox^ 
SMch  are  the  aignmenti^  the  advocates  have  in  support  of 
tlietr  opinion  i  and  although  there  is  iiothtng  new  in  this 
statement;  I  have  thought  some  good  might'Ari^  from  re- 
pealing them  in  your  Journal,  finding,  to  my  regret,  that 
the  era  adage  of,  'None  so  deaf  as  those  ho  arc  unwilling 
to  hear,*  is  applicable  to  this  subject.  I  feel  it  a  high 
moral  duty,  possessins?  the  sentiments  I  do  of  the  t  ow-pock, 
to  offer  them  again  to  the  senses  ol'  those  on  whom  litth^ 
impression  has  been  made.  I  would  intreat  tlum  to  jciid' 
their  ears,  their  eves,  and  their  iinderstandings,  unbiassed, 
la  a  subject  in  which  the  coiuhiiiuity  iu  general,  and  the 
low  and  indigent  in  parucular,  arc  so  greatly  interestec'. 

M  4  1  have 
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}  have  very  lately  (and  I  reflect  on  il  with  the  greatt^t 
tatislaction)  by  this  mild  preventive,  rescued  n  poor  me* 
clr.mic,  liis  wife,  and  four  children,  tiuiu  ilie  terrors  of 
that  lULieiUsh  disease  the  suiall-pox  ;  who  had  left  the 
country  (where  he  found  all  his  exertions  inadecpiate  to 
iheir  Mippoit)  for  this  town,  where  he  hopes  to  be  more 
5ucc('>s[iil,  hut  where  il  was  next  to  impossible  they  should 
nil  escape  ilie  small-pox  ;  anfl  if  one  had  taken  it,  it  roust 
have  eommunieatcd  to  all  :  —  then,  how  truly  deplorable 
Would  have  been  their  situation,  who  would  have  had  to 
struu:i;lL' some  weeks  under  the  pressure  of  disease;  and, 
after  what  ii  usual  (in  such  cases),  parting  with  tin  ii  gar-» 
ments  and  other  necessaries,  those  who  survived  the 
wretc  lied  wreck  of  disease  would,  in  ail  probability^  have 
ijoond  themselves  in  a  workhouse  or  a  jail. 

And  what  is  the  contrast  under  vaccination?  The  father 
lias  not  lost  a  day's  labour,  the  mother  has  not  been  sus- 
pended an  hour  from  the  numerous  duties  which  sueh  a 
family  of  y«ung  children  must  require  of  her,  nor  calk  d 
a  minute  trom  other  caries  to  attend  to  the  u^paos  and 
;8ufl'e rings  of  her  children  ! 

Can  any  humane  mind  be  insjsnsible  to  these  advaii* 
lages  ?  Will  any  good  man  abandon  or  dhcourage  the  pro- 
gress of  a  discovery;^  wbich>  to  say  only  what  I  trust  its 
greatest  opposers  will  conlness,  has  the  support  and  cre- 
dence of  ihe  most  enlightened  philosophers^  experienced 
practitioners,  and  philanthropic  characters,  that  pdoxn  and 
illomine.  the  |>re8ent  gloom  and  deformity  of  pur  hemiv 
sphere.     '  •  *    I  am,  8wq» 

OfpihjdlC€9irt,Jmfy  Up  i90^f  ht  LEESEt 


To  ilifi  EdUors  of  iks  Medicftl  and  Physical  JaiwrmU 

♦ 

Gbxit»NBK>  ISalitktry  fifMrvv  IS,  99. 1801. 

W,M.  yfi  have  the  tngenaou^ness,  the  candour,  to  in- 
sert in  your  next  Number,  a  mast  sincerely  meant  censure 
upon  yourselves?  While  the  sentiment  of  Horace,  Sunt 
deikta  tanufi,  quibus  ignovlsse  velimuSf  may  on  this  occs* 
sion  he  geiierally  the  feeling  of  your  readers;  I  confess 
for  myself,  ^hat  on  your  treatment  of  the  grea^  subject  of 
Vacciolation,  Indigmr  qunndoqvt  bonus  dofmitat  Jiomerus. 
lloyr  could  yie,  in  your  lievieiv  ol'Goidson's  pampi^let,  tiupK 
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of  Uklu<;  up  ihe  time  of  your  readers  in  considering  what 
were  the  oierits  or  demerits  of  the  medical  men  in  any 
particalar  nei^hhourbood  remote  from,  or  near  to,  *  Head 
quarters  of. science!*  Whichsoever  seat  oi'  the  Muses  be 
the  head  quarters  of  medical  science  in  the  British  empire^ 
mails^  stage-coaches^  &c.  are  the  never  iuiling  aidi*  du 
uunp  which  corivey  the  ^ordres  da  jour  throughout,  and 
beyond  the  whole  iiupcri.il  field!  lUit,  chiefly,  on  the  suh- 
ject  which  foicns  the  titic  ot  thi;  painpiilet,  1  havL-  never 
Seen  you  su  Hat;  and,  pray,  vUial  can  ye  have  jneaai  hy 
the  triUiiL  |>iinij)iiU  I  (  i. 111111112;  "ail  attentive  perusal  from 
all  the  pai  iioiiui,  incuds  uiid  wcii-vvisiicrs  iil*  Dr.  Jciiucr's 
discovery  ?  ** 

behave  piuinised  yourselves  loo  much,  if  ye  have  ex- 
pected that  tlje  pernicious  pamphlet  would  hereby  become 
extinct;  but,  I  correct  myself :  It  occurs  to  me,  that  ye 
may  have  liiought  it  ought  to  be  iu  the  hands  of  every 
friend  of  vacciolatioii,  that  they  might  alwnys  have  it  in 
their  power  to  shew  the  falluce  of  the  author's  coiielu'-'ions, 
the  iiicompleteuess  of  his  stnteinenii.   in  ilie  cnn^c  luu-aeiH 
ij\  his  own  unwaveriiiL:;  veiaciiy,  he  seems  quite  to  liave 
torgoiteu  that  the  sttiteinent  of  medical  c  ises  requires 
judgment  as  well  as  truth,  aud  that  the  prooi  of  the  con- 
currence of  both  in  the  report  is  always  due  to  the  reader, 
who  may  have  perhaps  never  before  heard  the  name  of  the 
Author,  and  who  owes  no  credit  to  his  ipse  dixit, 

SNQce  my  last,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  |hat  I  may  myself 
liave  appeared  somewhat  deficient  in  not  offering  any  ati* 
thoriVy  for  the  statement  of  the  pamphlet  beifig  gratuit- 
ously distributed.  I  could  not,  without  a  tort  of  breach  of 
ct^otidence,  unveil  the  .springs  whence  the' streams  have 
already  borne  it  away  so  far  xmd  wide  throughout  the 
empire;  but  1  may  give  some  idea  of  the  activity  and 
extent  of  the  diffusing  influence,  by  the  mention  of  the 
arrival  from  Dublin  of  a  professional  friend,  who  received 
it  a  few  days  before  his  leaving  irehmd,  withoul  note«or 
message,  in  an  e»uihpt  with  the  following  address:  James 
Rivers,  Esq.  91,6,  Queen  Street,  or  at  th«  Hospital  of  the 
House  of  industry,  Brunswick  Street* 

Pythagoras,  in  the  fniness  of  hi  joy,  is  said  to  have  sa* 
criiiced  a  hecatomb  lo  the  Muses,  on  hb  discovery  of  the 
proposition  which  forms  the  47th  of  Euclid.  How  ha\^ 
pens  it  that  onf  anthor,  on  his  supposed  discovery  so  shock* 
iQgly  serious,  possesses  an  apathjr  more  than  philosophic? 
1  once  saw  the  captain  of  a  Guineaman  drink  glass  after 
flftK  pf  brandy,  till  he  f^ii  asleep  on  hi«  cUairt  "  Thcro 
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is  a  nan,  said  one  of  the  G<Riipany-'4nil  the  Mtr  of  ctfmi 
IMMsiqii  never  mcMsiaeiied  his  cheek.    Where  were  all  the 
iryiRpatbies^  the  ordinary  feelings  of  hamanity,  when  oar 
piscoverer  should  have  revealed  to  the  world,  that  the 
Jeoneriaa  inoculation  might  aot  altimalely  prove  a  per*' 
Mneni  prophylactic;  that  the  Small  Pox,  at  some  fatare 
]>enod>  raignt  become  a  greater  scourge  to  the  world  than 
ever  ?  Does  any  expression  pf  regret  or  sorrow  escape  him 
on  the  melmicholy  occasion?    With  ull  liis  anticipHtioii  of 
a  /W  in  Rkama,  lamcntatioy  ct  Jieluf^j  ct  eptlatun  mnltas-^ 
the  Ixachels  p/or/mt.s  suos  Ji/ins  seem  neiiUt^r  to  have  ex- 
cited his  siirbs  nor  tears.     Like  the  geometricians  and 
ch(  inisLs  oT  JUukc,  'hringiiic^  from  the  dry  bones  of  their 
cii:i.^rams,  and  ihf  soot  ol  their  furniu  ts,  dispositions  that 
make  them  wui  l-  tiKui  itidiHTerent  nbouf  iru^se  feelinofs  arid 
lial)iiu(!(  s  whic  h  are  iho  Mippoits  of  die  moral  worid/  iie 
is  too  imirh  ab&uibed  in  liis  lavourae  obicot.    He  seemelh 
a  Gaiiio,  not  to  care  lor  these  tljiii:;s.    But  let  us  hope  he 
only  seemeth.   lie  wishes  not  to  provoke  controversy;  and 
he  has  provoked  it.  He  onii/  asks  for  further  irivosti(ration; 
and  further  invrstij^ation  is  not  wanted.    Let  iiirn  inform 
himself  ol'  what  has  been  already  <]onc.    I  hope  he  will 
shorilv  b(*  fully  conviuced  that  he  has  hitherto  only  been. 
*  puzzled  in  mazes,  and  perplext  with  errors;'  when  a  most 
respectable,  a  truly  honourable,  duty  nay  fall  to  his  lot, 
that  of  making  public  acknowledgement.   This  is  the  con- 
'  duct  I  took  upon  mc  to  recommend  niore  than  ten*  yearly 
to  die  Vatton  demoniac,  from  whom  aboat  seven  de» 
vils  should  4iavc  be^  exorcised,  by  perhaps  about  as  many 
fanatical  preachers  at  Bristol ;  but  in  this  case  the  con-* 
lessor  may  neither  have  to  say  peecavi  nor  pqeniiuij  ba| 
simply,  *  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see,' 

Having  taken  the  liberty  of  introdnciag  the  grave  sab^ 
Ject  of  moral  habitudes  and  feeliugai  and  even  of  insinuat- 
ing an  inattention  to  them  on  the  part  of  oar  author,  let 
me  of  him  to  excuse  this  greatest  pMible  breach  of 
liberality.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  make  fine  professions 
of  humanity.  I  have  learat  to  set  very  little  by  ih^,  from 
hearing  so  much  of  them  amid  the  revolutionary  storms  of 
•  the  fickle  nation,  'where  I  had  only  to  tarn  my  eyes  to  a. 
publio  building,  to  be  disgusted  with  the  discfordaat  in- 
scriptions '^liumanite,  Frattmke,  S(c.  oa  im  mar/**^  I^^  ^ 
us  hope  then  tlrat  William  Goldson,  with  ^very  ap-> 
pearance  df  apathy  amidst  his  death-threateaiag  alarms^ 
may  yet  feel  as  a  man.  As  such  I  would  wish  to  coo* 
gratulate  him  on  his  ow0  total  iaiturc.  Yc(  a  little^  and  be 
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may  have  to  declare  to  the  worldj,  I  am  happy^  supreme!  j 
happy^  in  beiDg  length  fully  eonyinced  tliat  all  tny  oour 
lecturer  on  the  Inefficacy  of  the  Jenoerian  (noc'ul'atioii 
were  erroneous.  ' 

**  The  grateful  nutionij  onp  loud  poeim  raise ; 

A  wond'ring  world  resounds  our  Jzs  nerV  praise. 

18,  vii,  Will  the  cxtrt^uic  importance  ni  the  suh*- 

ject  (V^arciolatioii)  on  which  I  have  ventMi\(i  t<»  commit 
myself  betore  the  nicdical  world,  throui^h  the  nieciiurn  of 
your  Jotjrnal,  induce  you  to  receive  yet  a  i'ew  words  more, 
probably  the  laf^r  I  shall  now  have  to  offer?    'Hk  v  are  ex- 
cited hy,  or  rather  extracted  from,  tiie  '^Answer  to  Mr. 
Goldson,  by  John  King,  meoiber  ot  the  I^oval  College  of 
Surgeons."  I  can  neither  adopt  the  nunc  dimiilh  oF Simeon 
ID  tlie  Temple,  nor  the  last  dying  word^  of  VV  olfouthe 
heights  of  Abraham,  on  this  occasion ;  but  my  joy  is  great. 
The  estimahle  autheri  in  the  coatcioiisnesa  of  having  done 
his  duty,  of  not  having  lived  in  vain,  mny  derive  something 
of  this  last  consolation  of  the  boman  heart*   He  has  fur- 
nished'an  antidote  to  the  poison/   How  completely  he 
has  done  it,  ye  will  no  doabt  have  to  shew  in  criticising  the 
work;  hot  do  give  nie  leave  to  point  out  to  jonr  anxious 
leaders  (Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  page  555,  June, 
18(H)        y\i\\^  dependance  they  ought  to  place  on  the 
•ecnracy  of  the  statements  which  may  have  excited  their 
alarms. 

Piige  7'  As  Mr.  Goldson  assures  tts  he  dc^s  not  wish 
la  s|»read  vain  aWmSf  and  that  be  should  not  thinic  him- 
aelf  justifiable  in  concealing  the  eases  which  have  fallen 
under  bis  observation ;  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  be 
coald  think  himself  justifiable  in  bringing  forward  a  partial 
jftaienient  of  a  case^  and  concealing  a  circnmstonce,  which 
alone  is  sufficient,  tn  this  inatance,  to  vindicate  the  eh&«- 
ncter  of  vaccination  from  the  charge  he  has  brought 
a^rainst  it.* 

"  It  must  he  recollected,  that  if  Mr.  Goldson  is  \\o\.  ac- 
curate in  his  statements,  if  the  hdehly  of  hi.s  narrations  cau 
be  inifH*ach<  (1,  vvluiher  the  fault  be  a  treacherons  memory, 
or  too  many  other  avocations,  his  waule  testimony  must 
lail  to  the  ground." 

Pajre  8.  *'  Mr.  Guhl-.uu  is  an  active  mat;istrat(%  aud  a 
siir^».uti  in  considerahle  practice,  ft  is  thererore  more 
hl)!'ral  to  suppose,  that  other  avocation^  f>rcvei)te(i 
from  attending  to  the  case  like  an  afFeclionat(^  [)arctii ;  than 
tlijit  he  would  have  suppressed  any  important  facts,  iu  or* 
dcf  to  make  it  appear^  ^c,'' 

Lot 
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Lei  me  now  conclude  by  giving  you  the  address  of  a  few 
more  applicants  from  the  south ward^  for  matter  at  the 
Cuntnil  House ;  but,  without  any  comment,  lest  William 
Goldson  should  again  discover  many  wilful  misreprescnta* 
tions^  as  he  asserts^  but  tails  to  prove,  while  he  entirely 
forgets  to  attempt  to  defend  all  his  incautious  or  unguarded 
statements,  against  the  unmannerly  remarks  of 

Yours,  sincerely, 

'  JOHN  WALKER. 

*'  Lord  Seaforthj  Governor  of  Barbadoes  (rorlsmoutb, 

on  his  way  to  the  West  Indies) 
Mr.  Tristram  Harper,  Gosport. 
"Nfr.  Topper,  on  his  way  to  Guernsey. 
Mr.  v.  VVcbi  r,  liilsea  Barracks,  burgeon  to  the  King's 

Germau  Legion. 
Mr.  Mill,  Hilsea  Barracks,  Ensign  of  the  1st.  West  In- 

dia  Regiment. 
Edward  Jackson,  Guildford* 
Morris  Birkbeck,  Wanbro'. 
Mrs.  Lo  win.  Ridge  way  Castle,  Southampton^ 
Lord  Egremont. 
T.  Hods.on,  Lewes. 
C.  Morgan,  Henfiekl. 

The     idow  of  Don  Manuel  Azlor,  Viceroy  of  Navarra* 
Tlie  Count  de  Burota,  of  Saragosa* 
Mr.  Lonp,  Uailshamr' 

We  have  no  objection  to  shewing  our  candour  by  the  tnserdon  of  Dr. 
Walker's  reproof;  and  we  Entertain  no  doobt'of  hi/ perfect  tuicent^  tn  the 
gresit  cause  of  humanity.  But  surely  he  w  ould  not  wish  us  to  aet  oun^lres 
up  as  Dictritorf.    We  shall  always  our  Journal  to  he  a  'Ulysse^'a 

bow,  on  which  t  vcrv  man  ot'  genius  and  learning  may  trv  his  strength  and 
skill.'    If  any  man       iu  his  attempt  to  bend  it,  be  only  exposes  the 
teiice  of  bis  arm;  his  shatu  fall  harmless.    And  the  ^uitig  pubticitj 
to  such  failure,  we  ponsider  ai  one  of  the  moat  inporQuit  flcrvices  that  we 
can  reader  to  science  and  to  htinumity.  Edit. 


tn    I     '     '       ■     «  ■   ■   ■  —  ■  ■  -  — ■  ■ — • 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Flij/sical  JoumaL 

War  and  disease  are  the  ronoomitant^  of  our  cxist- 
euce.  Human  nature  set  ins  prei»;nant  with  tiie  s(  cds  of 
these  evils  even  on  its  birth.  Both  oftentimes  assuine  an 
almost  unlhnited  cxt'-nsion  in  their  cievastnting  powers, 
by  whicli  all  descriptions  are  precipitated  into  Eteniiiy. 
The  ini.^cellany  of  Iniman  suffering  galls  even  the  pen  ot* 
Ua4iUoudi  tidchtv,  and  oiWa  deters  the  mind's  retrospect 
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into  tilt  cum  plication  of  misery — tlie  uircful  consequences 
ot  war  ixnd  disease.    But  the  hisioriau  muit  not  stop  here, 
cvcrv  event  is*  iiicumbt.nt  on  him  to  relate* ;  the  concur- 
ance  of  <!ontine:<'ncies,  the  uiiiiiiK'  iulluence  or  the  com- 
plex issue  troiii  tlie  eo-operaliuu  ot   Litiri(M)t  principle^, 
and  the  f-veiitt'ul  explosion  of*  joi (  c  (Mi t  <  rt«Hl  plans,  torin 
till'  fieicl  fur  his  historical  powers     Tiie  t'aithiul  delinea- 
tion uf  a  cajnpaign  cliallcngcs  at  once  all  iht'  warm  eino- 
Uoiis  of  the  breast;  a  patriotic  enthusiasm  is  excited  at  tiie 
recital  of  native  valour,  and  the  ardent  glow  ol  sympathy, 
cheri&hed  by  tlie  tale  of  extraordinary  virtue  and  valour, 
follows  with  gratitude  the  victor  to  his  grave,— What  breast 
was  not  auimated  with  every  worthy  teeling  on  the  catas- 
trophe of  our  brave  Abercromby  ;  and  although  misfor- 
time  deprived  the  field  of  our  General,  he  will  ever  con* 
tjnue  to  live  tn  the  memory  of  a  grateful  posterity.— It  is 
time  that  a  true  and  accurate  history  of  ttils  i^reat  mail's 
misfortune  should  be  given  to  the  world,  and  T  therefore* 
through  the  medium  of  vour  invaluable  Journal,  call  up- 
on that  gentleman  (Mr.  (jiliham*),  whom  that  deserving 
aad  meritorious  artistf  has  exhibited  as  the  medical  offi- 
cer and  operator  on  the  occasion,  Tbcrit  have  been  so 
many  different  accounts  given  to  the  public,  and  none  of 
nhich  bein^  clearly  and  professionally  detailed>  that  I 
embrace  this  period,  altliough  distant,  to  request  of  that 
ftedical  gentleman,  whom  the  public  now  recognizes;]:  as 
the  surgical  attendant,  to  describe  the  precise  phicc-,  de[)th, 
saperficial  extent,  and  external  consequences  or  ternii-  * 
nation  of  the  wound  which  occasioned  the  loi  of  the  vir- 
toons  General.   As  I  am  confident  that  most  medical  men, 
and  more  especially  those  who  jierved  during  the  campaign 
^0  Egypt,  are  desirous  fur  a  faithful  history  of  the  case*, 
and  as  Mr.  Gililuuu  Ijas  not  given  to  the  public  the  least 
inforuiation  upon  this  important  and  interesting  siihji^ct,  I 
have  not  the  least  hesitation,  from  my  persona!  khowlcdire 
Mr.  (J.  to  assert,  that  the  nu  dicul  part  of  thi.*  cxjx-djT 
tion  will  be  soon  gratiticd  by  perusing  the  iuteresting  par# 
liciiLtrs  of  the  fatal  case.        1  am,  ik.e. 
Chanury  Lane,  July  12,  1804.  An  OlD  Ca  M  P  MG  N  E», 


*  Mr.  GiUham  haviri'^  rr (  •■iveri  trrr'-it  a!ni  irreparable  injiTV  In  hi^  f^ 
from  thti  poueriui  tiulutrtice  ol  Lhe  diiuale,  U-aa  Iteen  pluced  nu       rtn  Htid 
Jwt»  and  now  practices  ai  a  surgeon  and  wpucbccary  iu  tKia  nwiraprilts  or  Hs 

t  Mr.  Pdrter,  pttenf  tbe  ixuitt  iogenioas  wn^  m^toiioiisiirti^tsof  dif 
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Ji  Tftaltut  4XR  Gun^Sh^t  Wounds^  which  obtained  the  Premium  giren 
by  the  Royai  College  of  Surgeom  in  London,  for  the  Year  1803, 
I^T*  CnETALiEHy  8vo«  pp.  146,  London,  .1804. 

ThQ  Author  of  lhi<  valuable  Treatise  had  for  some  time  meditated 
the  €omposilion  of  such  a  worlc,  wheii  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geoHS,  in  the  year  1801,  announced  Gun-Shot  Wounds  as  the  sub* 
ject  of  a  Prize  Dissertation* 

This  induced  me  (says  Mr*  €•)  to  lay  9side  niy  intention,  the 
fulfilment  of  which,  I  thought  would  probably  be  reuden  cf  un- 
ni  cessaiyl  But  finding  they  were  agaift  proposed  as  a  Thesis  for 
last  year,  and  thinking  the  circumstances  of  tile  timet  made  it  de^ 
sirable  that  something  should  appear  on  the  subject,  I  resolved  to 
commit  my  ideas  to  writing,  and  to  submit  them,  unlLbown,  to 
the  judgmentof  the  College, 

^*  By  this  method  1  was  sure  of  obtaining  the  unbiassed  opinion 
nf  competent  judcres  in  the  fir^^t  instance ;  and  their  docisU)n  hav- 
ini^  been  in  my  tavour,  I  am  more  siitiblied,  than  it  I  had  merely 
asked  the  opiuiou  of  any  friend,  as  a  fhcnd^  or  trusted  enlirel/ 
to  my  own. 

**  It  inay  however  he  proper  to  observe,  that  the  object  I  bavd 
hud  in  view  \n  writini;  tiiis  treatise,  tius  siniplv  been,  to  make  a 
faitiiful  and  correct  invi'>tigation  ot'  the  characteristic  phxnomena 
of  Ciun-Nhot  Wounds  ;  to  explain  their  cfiects  njinn  indisputable 
principle.^  in  p!»ysioIoiiy  and  path()h)LTv,  to  point  out  tliose  prnce^- 
SI'S  by  which  only  nature  can  repair  all  that  is  reparable  in  such  a 
complication  of  violence  ;  and  to  deiiucc  from  thence  that  treal- 
Nieut  by  which  she  may  be  most  effectually  assisted  in  her  work, 
and  the  obstacles  to  her  performance  of  it  in  the  beat  and  safest 
iMumer,  ma^*  be  either  prcfventcd  or  removed. 

**  Siich  then  having  been  my  object,  while  I  hope  my  labour 
will  not  be  In  vain,  I  am  desirous .  that  the  reader  should  avail 
himself  of  cvety  other  assistance  by  which  he  can  perfect  his 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  llluitrate  the  doctrines,  or  supply 
the  deficiencies  be  may  ohserre  in  this  treatise.  I  would  parttcu* 
Jarly  recommend  hi«  ))erusal  of  the  small,  but  masterly  work  of 
Lo  Dian  on  Gun  shot  Wounds,  which  I  once  had  a  thought  of 
trahslatinj,  and  publirhing,  \uth  such  alteiations  as  would  com« 
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jport  with  our  later  improvements.  But  I  soon  fouud  that  those 
niu<t  be  so  nuincrous  as  to  m:ikc  it  not  worth  t!ie  trouble.  I  cau- 
Rol  h(nvcvcr  withhold  my  praise  liom  a  treatise,  which  I  ?u'vt»r 
lake  u;:iMjiit  pleasure.  Tl^o  \:nrk  oi  lliiNaton  is  excellfiil  hi 
i^^  Ain.L  I  Imj^'  of  tiiu  late  ilr.  Hunger,  and  ot"  Mr.  John  Fjell 
vu  ilic  yiinu:  »ubi-ct,  iiotvvitiistimdinp;  their  difference  in  some  par- 
ticulars, are  aUo  well  woiili  an  iiUt'nli\e  perusiiil.  And  pt/haps 
k  these  four  works  will  be  found  the  substance  of  most,  if  not  of 
aUy  tbat  can  be  collected  from  former  writers ;  freed  from  a  Dum- 
iier  of  ^rroffSy  mnd  enricbcd  with  tamy  aoUd  and  judidout  re- 
■trki.  Many  cases  however,  recorded  in  the  Mcmoin  of  thm 
Koyal  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris*  and  in  other  works  both  in 
Frmh  and  English  (act  forgetdng  (he  writings  of  old  La  Mottc^ 
sad  Mr.  Seijeaal  Wiseman)  will  bo  of  use  to  the  sMtdent,  if  th« 
circamstances  in  them  which  are  of  real  importance  be  properly 
discriiuioatfld  from  the  rest,  and  from  the  obsolete  theories  with 
which  they  are  intermixed." 

Mr.  C.  divides  his  Treaiise  into  two  parts ;  the  first  is  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  true  nature  and  character  of  Gun-shot 
Wouads,  in  which  the  Author  treats  of  the  nature  of  wounds  in 
^neral;  the  nature  of  contusion,  laceration^  haemorrhage,  and 
fractarc;  the  operation  of  extraneous  substances  on  the  living 
;  and  the  laws  hy  which  the  course  and  efliect  of  bodies  in 
iBotion  arc  necessarily  deTtTininod." 

Mr.  C.  concludes  his  first  part  with  the  following  observations. 

**  From  what  has  been  said,  may  be  seen  the  reason  of  that 
omciission  or  shock,  (vbrankmcitt J  which  is  given,  in  many  in- 
stanrc^,  to  the  whole  system,  by  the  infliction  of  a  gun-shot 
vkuund,  and  which  has  l>ecn  remarked  by  the  best  writers  on  this 
subject,  to  Ik;  ou;  n  attended  with  grave,  and  even  alarming  ef- 
^fCts ;  c'Nk  ndui;^  iu»L  only  over  the  i niurcd  part,  but  airectini»  the 
sysleni  at  larf^c.  Tor  as  the  rcsibtaacc  to  tlie  &hut  is  atlorded,  not 
only  by  the  texture  of  the  injured  part,  but  also  is  in  part  made 
up  by  the  connection  this  has  with  other  parts,  and  with  xhgi  whole 
iiody,  theM  also  will  therefore  participate  in  the  violence;  and 
t^r  wiil  do  it  so  much  the  more»  in  proportion  as  the  part  im-e 
>nediate)y  wounded*  has  from  its  attachments,  its  texttire,  elas- 
ticity* or  importance  to  lifr*  a  greater  connection  with  the  slabili* 
%  or  with  the  functions  of  the  rssL  Hence  a  shot  striiting  a* 
9Uiist  a  tendon  or  a  bone  in  one  of  the  extremities*  will  produce 
s  greater  concus»on  than  if  it  struck  only  against  softer  parts ;  a 
^  striking  a|(ainst  a  muscle  in  action*  wiU  produce  more  con- 
cision than  if  it  struck  against  the  same  part  of  the  same  muscla 

rest;  and  a  shot  ^striking  the  head,  or  wounding  the  liver*  kiog^* 
or  intestinal  canal,  will  generally  bring  on  an  instantaneous  de-, 
fiingcmcnt  of  the  whole  system*  with  which  the  functions  of  thesitt 
jaris  are  '>o  clos<*ly  connected. 

'*  I'o  all  this  mu»t  be  added,  an  alarm  and  apprehension  which 
icunediaiely  cuiac  upon  tUc^miiKi,  which  is  ofiui  uu:rcased  by  tho 
'  '  *  *  *     '  *   ■  uncertainty 

■ 
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Uncortainfy  of  rlir  pntiont  nbont  his  roal  stato :  but  whicli,  ia 
%v(iunils  ot  M>tnc  parts,  the  most  dt'tcnniDed  courage  is  aol  aU 
navs  sufticicnl  to  withstand. 

**  Having  thus  endoavourpd  to  anaK>e  liio  plifPTinnicna  of  a 
gtiij-sl'.ot  wound,  considering  it  fir-t  as  a  coniplicaied  speci<»s  of 
violrnco  committed  oifmatfor  variously  organized,  and  also  to  ex- 
plain its  efforts  as  violence  (onmiiitcd  on  firing  mwtXov  I  and  hav- 
ing poiijtcd  ont  rlic  proccs^^■s  winch  naturally  onsue  from  each  f)f 
tIicjjc  circuinbtances  rrspcctivelv,  in  order  to  shew  the  indications 
of  core  which  may  be  deduced  from  thcn»,  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
point  out  by  what  mode  of  treatment  those  indications  may  be 
most  rationally  and  successfully  pursued.*' 

In  the  second  part,  Mr.  C.  delivers  tbe  treatment  of  gun-shot 
wounds^  which  he  does,  as  he  Jias  before  done  the  description  of 
them,  with  great  clearness  and  precision.  But  our  commendation 
•  18  not  necessary  to  sccute  this  excellent  Tract  an  attentive  perusal ; 
the  character  of  the  Author,  and  the  College  of  Surgeons  have 
done  it  already. 


Surgical  OhmrationSy  conhiutn^'j;  a  Cfiissif:cation  cf  Tuniuiu-s.  -u  i/  ^i 
('n.u:\'  to  ilhtstratc  the  llistLiin  h'f  cuch  ^/.r(7f>;  on  Account  of 
JJi6td.HS  a/iich  stri/\i;i^'/tj  rcs.inhlt  the  I  tntrt  ul  L)if>i  usfy  and  \  urines 
Cases  illustrathe  vj' dij/tnut  Surgical  Subjects.  Bj/  Jinia  Aiita- 
KETiiY,  r.  R.  S.  <!!»cc.  &c.  8vo,  pp.263.  180*, 

'The  importance  of  an  arrangement  of  tum<Airs  leading  to  an  ac» 
curate  de*<rription  nf  their  appearance,  historv,  and  treatment,  must 
be  adniirted  by  every  one.  Jniprc^'^rMl  with  tiiis  idea,  Mr.  Abcmc- 
thv  ha^  for  <ofne  years  pa^t  made  use  ot  the cxicn^ive  opportu.iifies 
the  jirartice  oi  St.  Havtlx'loniew*!^  allows  him  to  select  hi«  (HHiTcnt 
specimens,  to  ('x!nl.>it  ibom  at  U\b  lectures  with  an  arranucnicnt  lie 
now  nriers  to  the  public  at  large,  'jo  this  la-it  he  wn«:  prompted  b%- 
a  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  arui  that  it  cou  M 
only  be  undertaken  by  tnen  of  such  large  opportunities*,  though 
others  mii^ht  cuuiprehend  it  when  demoni»tiau li.  A  ^uil  further 
inducement  was,  that  tlie  minds  of  men  havc  lately  been  laudably 
incited  to  the  investigation  of  cancer,  in  hopes  of  di^covcrinff  a  cure^ 
that  the  society  instituted  for  that  pur])ose  have  proposeu  certain 
questions  which  the  author  has  attempted  to  answer,  and  lastly,  as  - 
much  coUafcral  knowledge  is  required  to  investigate  any  subject 
with  accuracy,  that  probably  this  paper  may  tend  to  point  out  the 
required  distinctions}  and  furnish  such  collateral  knowledge.  Alter 
these  preliminaTy.obscrvations,  the  author  introduces  his  de&iitioir 
by  a  few  remarks  on  his  predecessors, 

**  The  subject  of  tumours  occupies  a  considerable  space  m  the 
works  of  the  anticnt  writers  on  medicine.  They  seem,  however,  to 
have  considered  tbo  subject  rather  wrth  regard  to  its  naau:  iba4)  its 
nature)  for  we  find  a  great  variety  of  dissimilar  diseases  collected. 
1  cannot  say  arraoged,  under  the  SMae  pncral  titie*  The  error 
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lii^  (Usee n  lctl  to  us,  and  even  in  Dr.  CuUen's  Nosnlo:;v  wo  fin;I 
dist^aH's  uf  arteries,  veins,  glands,  tendons,  joints,  and  bones, 
bro'j^Iit  together  under  one  order,  and  designated  by  ^ht^  same  name 
vi  tuiikfur^.  Some  of  the^^e  rHo  are  merely  cnlargenionr^  of  riatuiiil 
parts;  whilst  others  ure  entirely  new  productions,  luiving  no  ex- 
i'tencf  in  the  on^nutl  compo^jihon  of  llie  body.  We  have,  I  believe. 
Sufficient  knowlcd:je  of  the  nature  uf  rliesc  diseases  to  class  them 
Tnore  scientiticAlly ;  and  as  this  has  not  yet,  as  far  as  I  know,  bCOtt 
^Mrl  ihall  endeavour  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

In  the  definition  which  I  mean  to  give  of  tumours,  I  shall  ' 
trespass  ak  much  against  the  usufti  import  of  the  word,  as  nosoio* 
gistt  have  hitherto  done  in  their  classifications  ag^nst  the  twuure 
of  the  diseai^*  For  I  shall  nsstrict  the  surgical  signification  of  the 
Word  tiiraour  to  such  swelling;!  as  arise  from  some  new  production^ 
which  nutde  no  part  of  the  original  composition  of  the  body ;  and  by 
this  means  I  shall  exclude  lUl  simple  enlargements  of  boDos,  joints, 
fjuundif  Stc,  Many  enlargements  of  glands  are  however  included 
ID  the  definition,  as  they  are  found  to  be  owing  to  a  tumour  grow'^ 
ing  in  them,  and  either  condensing  the  naturnl  structure,  or  causing 
the  absorption  of  the  original  gland.  Sojnetimcs  also  the  discaso 
f>f  ffie  <Tland  ^cc  fn'^  to  produce  an  entire  alteration  of  structure  in 
the  piirt ;  th  .-  n  tlural  organiz  ihon  beini;;  removr-l,  and  a  new- 
formed  disease  !  trurturo  substituted  in  its  stead,  in  cither  of  these 
Ca^e<  the  (Ii>ease  ul  liic  f;land  is  designed  to  be  incUuIed  iij  tlie 
deiinitiuij ;  and  the  practical  remarks  which  follow  wiii  equally 
nnpiv  to  the  same  kirsd  of  (li<eased  structure,  whether  it  exists  sepa- 
tilcly  by  itself,  cfr  occupies  the  situation  of  an  original  gland.  The 
structure  of  tumour^j  aKo  a  part  of  morijicj  anatomy  which  de- 
serves to"  be  examined;  since  (as  it  did  not  come  within  the  scope 
offh^tiifdertaking)  it  has  not  oeeii  fiiliy  discussed  by  Dr.  Baillie  iu'  * 
bis  very  valuable  treatise  bh  that  si^jecf*  Yet  as  ha  has  given  re- 
presentations of  glandttlair  parts  en)aVgcd  by  a  diseased  structure  of 
la  entirely  new  formation.;  so  I  sbdlt  have  the  advantage  of  re- 
ftrringthe  mder  to  his  a^curat^  and  expressive  represenfcittons  of* 
some  of  thu!»e  appeahmces  which  it  is  my  purpose  to  diiscribe.' 
Then*  is  an  observation  of  this  judicious  and  accurate  wjitcr  which 
I  shall  take  thd  liberty  of  inserting,  since  it  justly  appreciates  the 
degree  of  utility  pi  investigations  like  the  present ;  he  observes^ 
*'That  the  knowled^^e  of  morbid  structure  does  not  lead  with  cer-^ 
tainty  to  the  knowledge  of  morbid  actions,  although  the  one  is  the' 
'ffcct  of  the  other;  yet  surely  it  lays  the  most  soiid  foundation  for 
prosetutinj^  silch  enquiries  with  success.  In  pro|>nrti(){i,  therefore,^ 
as  we  shall  brconie  acc^uainted  with  the  changes  piociuced  in  the 
!truclure  of  p.n  ts  from  diseased  actions,  we  sliall  be  more  likely  to 
malce  some  progres«>  towards  a  knowledge  of  the  actions  tlicmsciveSj 
iikiiouijh  it  must  Ikj  very  slowly." 

Nuihing  can  be  more  ju«*t  than  these  reirmrks,  Uut  we  cannot 
htlp  wisliing  the  definition  had  been  more  pointed.  If  these  tu- 
iDOur^j,  which  are  found  to  ^uw  lu  glands,  are  new  fuimcd  parts. 

CNo;  60.)  N  t.hu;^ 


Digitizer  by  Google 


'17B         Mr.  Jberntihys  Surgic€U  ObHrcatmk. 

thm  eoiiM  be  iio  occaijon  Tor  the  cstcrptton*  If  a  new  formed 
diseased  structure  is  substituted  instead  of  ibc  oi  iginnt  oi]gaiiizatioo 
of  the  gland|  the  same  objection  seems  to  occur.  However  in  tbia 
respect,  Mr.  Abcriiethy  b  more  culpable  in  his  arrangement  thftQ 
in  his  definition.  By  subsequent  passages  we  find,  t!iat  in  all  theso 
cases  of  tumours  be  conceives  an  economy  is  established  for  the 
l5upport  of  themselves  different  from,  if  not  independent  of»  origjinal 
formed  parts;  at  least  such  seems  the  ca<«e  by  the  followiiig  passage^ 

Thus  an  organized  concrete  (coagulated  blood)  becomes  a  living 
tumour,  which  hits  nt  fir^t  no  perceptible  peculiarity  as  to  its 
nature,  th(»ugh  it  derives  its  supply  of  nourishment  from  tljc  sur- 
nuuiding  parts ;  it  «:eenif»  to  live  and  ^row  by  its  own  iiuli.  jjcjident 
powers:  and  the  future  yfnirttue  which  it  may  acquire  seems  to 
depend  on  the  operation  of  as  own  vessels.  When  the  organizatiua 
of  i!ie  ol;,iid  hccms  chanoed  into  that  unnatural  structure,  which  is 
observable  in  lunioiir?,  it  may  be  thought  in  some  measure  to  con- 
tratlict  those  ob>efvuhons,  but  in  this  ca««c  the  sub^tuucc  ol  the 
gland  is  the  matrix  in  which  the  tumour  is  formed," 

**  The  structure  of  a  tumour/'  continues  our  author,  "  la  some* 
times  like  that  of  the  parts  near  which  it  grows.   Those  which  aiv 
pendulous  into  joints,  are  of  a  cartilaginous  or  osseous  fabric  ;  latt^ 
rumours  frequently  form  in  the  midst  of  adipose  substance  Mkd  I  < 
have  seen  some,  tumours  growing  from  the  palate,  and  having  • 
slender'  attachment,  which  Jn  structure  resembled  the  palates. 
Sometimes,  however,  they  do  not  resemble  in  structure  the  parts 
Arm  which  they  grow.  The  instance  just  mentioned,  of  the  pen? 
dulous  portion  of  fat  growing  from  the  peritoneum,  will  serve  as  ai| 
instance :  the  vessels  which  had  shot  into  it,  made  the  tumour  into 
fat,  w  hilst  the  neck  was  of  a  fibrous  and  vascular  structure.   I  hate 
^een  osseous  tumours  unconnected  with  bone  or  periosteum  ;  aud 
indied,  in  general,  the  structure  of  a  tiinuiur  is  unlike  that  of  the 
[•ait  in  which  it  is  produced.    Therefore  wc  seem  wananteii  in 
corelutlitiL',  that  in  ninny  cases  the  nature  of  the  tumour  dejx  nds 
on  its  own  actions  and  organization;  and  that,  like  (he  cmbryon,  it 
merely  receives  nouiii>hinent  from  the  surroiindin;:  parts. 
'  **  If,  then,  the  coagiilable  part  of  the  blood  be  from  any  cau'-c 
efl'u-''d,  if  the  adjurenl  absorbents  do  not  remove  it,  and  the  sur- 
roundiivj  \tssels  grow  into  it,  the  origin  4>f  a  tuniuur  inay  be  thus 
fojiiu'd.    It  may  bo  right  to  rcfiict  a  Jltllc  on  the  causes  which 
may  occa<^ion  a  deposition  and  consequent  organizution  of  the  co« 
agulablc  part  of  the  blood ;  as  such  reflections  throw  light  on  the 
nature  and  growth  of  tumours,  and  lead  ta  ibe  estaUishaient  of 
ptinctplcs,'  which  are  a|iplicable  to  tumours  in  general.  The  de» 
position  of  the  coagulabic  psirt  of  the  blood  may  be  the  edect  of 
accident,  or  of  d'  common  inflaroinalory  process,  or  it  may  be  tha 
consequence  of  some  diseased  actli^n  of  the  surrounding  iressela 
which  may  iuHuence  the  oigaaiiation  and  growth  of  the  tumoor. 

"  In  the  former  cases,  tlic  part<  surrounding  the  tumour  may  be  • 
considered  simply  as  the  sources  fram  which  it  derives  its  nutri* 
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men*,  nliH-t  it  nrou  s  apparentlv  bv  its  owii  inherent  powers,  ami  its 
or^niz;'.tioii  (Irponds  upon  actions  bigun  and  existing  in  itselL  If 
such  a  tuinnur  be  reraovcd,  the  surrounciing  part;*,  bcin'4  Hound,  soon 
bead,  and  a  complete  cure  ensues.  But  if  a  tumour  be  n movi  d,  whose 
existence  ttrponded  on  the  di^ta-u  of  tlie  surrounding;  flails  w)]ich  kiQ 
Mil!  If  fr.  n:ui  t}ii>  (l!^eai»e  he  iii>t  altered  by  the  stiiiiulus  of  the  opera* 
tioii,  no  Uuciit  i-^  obtained  :  these  partb  again  produce  a  di:jease<i 
substance,  which  has  generally  the  appearance  of  fungU^i  and,  in. 
cotisequence  of  being  irritated  by  the  injury  of  the  operation^  the 
disetie  tt  ia  general  increased  by  the  meaiii  wUcIi  wer6  desi|Qed[ 
for  its  cure.  It  appean  dierefore  that  in  some  cases  of  tumourst 
the  newlv  Ibrmed  part  alone  requires  removalf  Mrhilst  in  others  tjia 
fiiirroviuiiiig  substance  must  be  taken  away » or  a  radical  tore  cannot 
(ecffected. 

'*  There  is  yet  another  circumstance  deserving  atteniionf  bcforer  > 
I  proceed  to  the  particular  consideration  of  tl^e  subject;;  which  is^ 
teat  a  tumour  once  forined»  scans  to  b«  a  sufficient  cause  of  ita 
ovn  continuance  and  increase.  The  irritation  which  it  causes  in 
the  contiguous  parts,  is  likely  to  keep  up  that  increased  ration  of 
vessels  which  is  necessary  to  its  supply )  and  the  larger  it  becomes^ 
the  more  does  it  stimuiatft  and  of  course  contribute  to  its,  owa  . 
increase.*' 

These  remarks  lead  our  author  to  some  relloctions  on  the  mode 
of  cure  in  the  early  stage  of  tumour.  These  are  by  topical  bleed- 
bg  and  cold  applications.  After  the  increased  action  is  thus 
subdued,  he  proposes  stimulant  remedies  to  promote  absorption^ 
But  if  thc>*e  tuiiiours  have  really  an  economy  of  their  own,  we  can- 
not easily  conceive  how  application  applied  to  the  uu^^hb^pring 
parts  can  produce  any  labiing  effect. 

After  these  remarks,  Mr.  Abernethy  enters  on  his  divLdon,  and 
itiil  confining  the  word  to' substances  which  made  no  part  of  the 
ori^nal  structure  of  the  body^  be  denominates  the  first  genus  from 
its  lirto  and  fleshy  feel,  jorcmia  or  garcomaiouM  tumouTi  This  genus, 
he  observes,  contains  many  species*  Those  enumerated  by  our 
author  are,  Cojfijnen  cnica/ar  or  orgamted  mttmOf  Mp9$c  nlrtpma^ 
pmcnatk  tarcmat  nmstidi  or  mommary  Moremth  tvberculattd  sai^ 
CfMMi,  sMdbtfofy.  wreoma  (sometimes  called  soft  cancer)t  carcioo^' 
Mtiom  tareoma*  For  the  descnptjon  of  these  we  must  refer  our 
tcader  to  the  work,  where  he  will  find  them  illustrated  xvith  cases.! 

The  next  gauu  of  tumours  under  the  order  of  local  diseases  is. 
cnci^stcd  tttmourt.   Though  only  6ne  species  is  mentioned,  yet  it* 
seerns  to  comprehend  so  many  varieties  as  might,  wc  think,  have* 
authorised  some  divisions,  if  not  into  spccias,  at  le.i^t  into  varieties. 
Under  the  cases  by  which  this  genus  i^  illustrated,  we  have  th«. 
word  wen  more  th.m  once.    Wc  sincerely  wish  a  |  ifoNe  meaning 
vero  frivca  to  the  word,  or  that  we  were  informed,  that  by  the 
tarn  IS  meant  a  tumour  of  any  of  the  abovt^  ddscriptlQii.  « 
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-dri  Accoiuti  of  tin  Diacoicru  and  Operation  of  a  ncw  Medicine  fur 
x:  Ovtit^  SecQ'td  Rditiuii^  uuh  mantf  Additions^  and  'J i.sii>;ionu^  of 
U'  FenoMs  of  the  Jirst  HcspectabUtif,    i>y  A.  Wti^Ltb.  6\u.  pp.  212. 
,  y  Ixmdon,  I80i. 

It  lias  been  obsei  vod  find  acknowledged  fur  two  tljou«;nnd  ycar^f 
A'ur  pcr>niit,  who  linvc  suffered  rrpcatod  paroxysms  of  gout,  tfrjf 
rare/v  iMicaine  fnv  frmn  it  durinn  the  remainder  of  their  lives;  *niis 
cmsrilute?,  in  medical  lan^nn^r,  an  incurable  disease.  There  is  no 
i^oiibt  that  many  persons,  who  iiavo  been  attacked  in  the  prime  of 
Kfc  by  this  stna  rrgina  dofonnn^  have,  by  meani  of  regimen,  re- 
gained free  from  any  repel  it  ion  df  their  sufferings  for  scvml  years  ; 
dnd^  ptoliably'  A  teips  majority  iof*  sdch  -subjects  might  enjoy  a 
similar  exemption,  if  they  possessed  sufficient  resolution  to  a^oere 
strictly  to  the  plan  prescribed.  Hie  gont,  howevery  notwithstand* 
irig  the  most  ri^id  o^fvance  oC  regimen  and  temperancct  will 
return  at  sbipc  timft  or  bth^r.  '.These  facts  have  been  proved  by 
sufficient  time,  Observation,  and  eicperience.  Another  optntoo. 
Highly  injuriotis  to  the  advanccraent  of  medical  science,  has  \m- 
forturiaieiy  sprun<»  out  of  the  former.  It  is,  that  the  gout  is  not 
Aniy  incufabte,  but  that  ever)'  attempt  to  mitigate  the  sutferings  of 
the  patient  is  attended  with  great  danger.  This  opinion  has  para- 
Ij'sed  the  faculty  of  medicine,  and  opprobriatcd  the  profe^-sion  f.»r 
fwo  hundred  years  at  least.  But  the  liberal,  erilt^htL'n<.'d,  and  cor- 
rect II^h^^dc•M  hn«:  gi"sen  a  te^timonv.  which  justirics  his  Juniors  in 
^xertin;^  liiunselvcs  to  seek  aUcr  more  successful  means  of  miti^a- 
fjng  at  least  the  miserable  torments  of  arithritic  suffef«?r?.  The 
vikluabic  conuminiration  from  Dr.  Adams,  contained  in  this  Nuni- 

J  bcr,  p.  141,  on  the  efiicacy  of  bark  in  relieving  gout;  the  extract 
m  aconite  and  cicuta,  the  vapour  bath,  the  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
applying'  leeches  and  cohl  to  the  parts  affected,  all  which  hi^ve  ap- 
l^earcd  in  prexious  *Numbei-s  of  our  Journal,  prove  that  the  possf- 
bihty  of  safely  mitigating  the  toiitttres  of  gout  is  established  beyond 
COiftrdversy.  The  auAor  of  the  pamphlet  before  us  has  introduced 
4r  nor  afticte  into  the  materia  mrdkaf  which,  wc  believe,  wiU  be 
«  vduubfe  midition  to  it.  s 

"Hit  exhibition  ftnd  eflbcts  of  this  vegetable  production  have  bm 
WhrtcMcd  by  a  considerable  number  of  respectable  medical  practi- 
tioner, sotne  of  whom  havetisedit  in  their  own  cases;  and  t^ 
testimonies  of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  have  received  un- 

'  je^ufvoctft  rchVf  from  the  use  of  it,  can  leave  no  doubt  in  our  minds 
that  the' proposed  remedy  merits  particular  attention,  both  from 
the  profes«<it)n  and  the  public  at  large  But  here  a  question  ob- 
trudes itself,  hovp  faf  any  respectable  practitioner  is  justified  in 
us'inr*  or  recomnitmiing  a  medirii'!'*,  with  the  preparation  and  com- 
p'ljsiiinn  of  w  hich  he  is  not  lainihar?  All  chemists  knuw.  th>ii 
itgefabie  piQ]y-irn\inm  cannot  admit  of  any  analyi>i<  uhirh  may  lend 
to  the  sliulit«"-t  kuowiedgo  of  their  metlLrinal  pi opn no ,  and  a 
chemical  aiaiysis  of  uuncrai  preparations  vaa  do  no  mure  than 
t  \  discoref 
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ci'scovf  r  the  inqmlionts  ;  and  wc  infer  the  virtues  ii  om  ihe  knowrr 
analogy  of  similar  preparation^,  wliich  must  be  loose  and  unsaHi*^. 
factory.  The  only  rational  means  tlicn  by  winch  tin\  virtues  ol  ;iny- 
propo««d  remedy  run  be  investigated,  arc  repeated  and  11  i>b-» 
jorrod  trials  of  it  in  the  human  suhjoet.  Mr.  W.  has  purstiCHi  tlMT 
plan  ,  and  as  far  ils  three  nr  four  years  experience  can  cstaMish"  8^ 
laudicai  tact,  he  lias  proved  his  medicini^  to  be:  saife  and  ettdnoiolitiL  3 

'  "»   .     .  ♦ 

A»  Anmr  to  Mr,  Goldaon ;  proving  tJuit  Vavc'uwtiaa  U  g  pier  ma- , 
nent  Securif  i/  against  the  Simll-pox,  By  John  Ruig^,  Mtmhvr  ot\ 
the  Royal  College  of' Hurgeoiu  in  .London,  $vo.  pp,  .4 J.  IfOiulo/^M 
1804.  *  .  .  .  1  i 

It  migkt  be  rapccted  thci  Mr.  Ring*s  vitrilant  zeal  in  the  cause^rif  t 
ncdnation  \yon\d  be  routed  by -Mr.  OobUon's  |iot&l»d  Mtdk  te' 

tlie  uiiiity  of  the  Jennercan  discovery,  o£  whieh      gmvft  aif>aBiple*r 
detail  in  our  laatmimbcf.  The  subjeel-iiio  extenstvoly  iaiport;mt, 
and  the  attention  ♦  xcited  by  Mr.  Goldsoti's  publication  has^.-licon: 
*o  consHerable,  tliat  we  think  it  necessary,  without  deUiy,  to  statQ-j 
the  lead uig  particular>  of  Mr.  Umfr\  answer,  and  the  obicctions' : 
u.'h!ch  he  in-f^es  aguin-^t  the  Mitmit\  of  Mr.  GtdUson's  si  Ltemtoits.  * 
In  this,  as  in  the  t'nriner  cum-,  we  shall  rlnoflv  cunfine  ourselves 
to  a  fair  representalioii  mI  tiie  writer's  armiiacnis,  uiiii  n  t«rw..ob6cr-  l 
^uliOliS  on  their  consisteiicv ,  leavint;  our  readers  [n  Tuiikethehfr 
own  inlcrenceji  from  what  la  achajiced.    We  may  pretnisc  Uiat  Mr.  ': 
Ring's  defence  of  vaccination  a^^ainst  Mr.  C»^ld!Jon's  stytcnient^  • 
turns  upon  two  points  ;  either  iliai  the  vaccination  was  insufficient^  r 
owifig  to  faulty  matter,  and  irregularity  in  the  progress- of  the 
Tcaeb ;  nr  thai  the  tvbMquettt  symptoms  producod  by  iM&lfp«x  * 
iofectioB,  weie  otAy  tndi  as  the  introiuetiotk  of  tfais  poiacA  avglltr  • 
at  sny  tine  praduce  on  CMtein  comdietkms,  hamwot  i'adispiitehly 
thqr  might  pieviously  have  gone  throu^  the  diiorikr,' 

Mr.  R.  firsl  Attempts  entiioly  to  vtttato  -the  Mnirce  cl  vaccina  • 
natter  at  Povtemouth.   This,  w  we  meeaoned  in  ottr  last  Niiid«' 
bert  was  sent  by  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board  to  Mn  JlicknuMi  at 
Portiea.    Of  this  Mr.  R.  observes,  *     .  • 

Mr.  Goldson  thinks  it  a  suHicient  proof  of  the  PortsmoKth  : 
natter  having  been  good*  tliat  it  was  sent  thithes  by  a-  p[iblia*>t 
board  :  but  he  has  not  proved  that  it  was  not  procured  from  some  ^ 
place,  where  the  "oldcn  rule  of  Dr.  Jrnner  for  taking  matter  was  - 
disregarded  ;  ami  where  matter  was  tVequently  taken  nt  sn.  lute  a 
period,  as  to  produce  spurious  pustuhis»  and  bring  disgrace  ou  th«  . 
practice.  *  * 

"  As  Mr,  (luidson  has  adduced  no  evidence  that  the  malter 
onpinally  good,  so  he  has  otVered  none  to  prove  that  it  did  . 
nol  remain  on  the  lancets  long  enouiih  ti»  sulTer  injury  beture-it 
WW  sent  tu  PortsniuuUi.    Tins  was»tiic  mure  lii\elv  to  happen,  ^ 
when  it  was  taken  in  the  worst  mode  pohsible,  -tliat  is,Mjn.  huicct^l  . 
Ud  had  two  offices' to  go  through  ;  uc  either  of  which  these  lancets 
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might  have  rcmainpd  long  enough  to  hrcome  rusty.  Mr.  GoM**' 
son  him^^clf  justly  observes,  that  the.  success  of  vaccination  is  easily 
(Jofeflted.  either  tVom  the  matter  havinj^  been  nri^iiiallv  ineftica- 
rious,  (IV  from  ii»  beiau  deteriorated)  and  kutienng  a  decomposi- 
tion !>v  a  variety  of  means. 

**  With  the  matter  received  from  London,  Mr.  Rickman  ino- 
culated fjvc  maimes;  and,  with  matter  taken  from  the  arm  of 
one  of  them,  he  inoculated  Clarke,  whose  case  was  communicated 
to  the  Committee  of  thp  ,House  of  Commons.  Tjiis  man,  it  was 
said,  aifterwardt  bad  the  small- pox  ;  and  ft  \i  thmfona  an  object 
of  the  first  importance  to  ascertain,  as  &r  as  possiblet  whether  be 
ever  had  the  cow'pock,  - 

"  Jn  order  to  form  a  proper  judgment  in  this  instance,  it  oii^hl 
to  be  focoUectsd,  that  the  matter  issasnl  fffom'a  doobtfol  source  9 
thai  it  was  not  taken'tili  the  1  tth  day,      which  time  it  has  often 
lost 'much  of  its  virtue,  smd  is  apt  to  produce  a  sparions  pustule  ; 
apd  that  tho  only  wttnesSM«  of  its  effect  were  penons,  mho  had 
not  »tfae  least  pretension's  to  any  knowledc^e  or  expmence  in  tlia- 
practice.    It  is,  thensfore  no  wonder  the  House  of  Commons  con- 
sidered this  case' as  of  no  weight,  when  placed  in  opposition  ta' 
the  strong  evidence  brought  fonvnrrl  by  Dr.  Jeniier.    And  fi^ain, 

**  Mr.  G(>!f!>!on  tolh  u«,  tiiat  in  the  cour'-c  dl  his  ex]>erimenf'-', 
Mr.  Rickman  soon  found  the  tnatttr  ritn  rapifl/>/  into  a  purulent  xtafc 
after  th*:  eighth  day.  No  btrnD^er  pmdt  can  he  niven  that  it  wa« 
not  ffnod.  This  was  the  {'ourc^'  ol"  the  matter  first  used  b^'  Mr. 
G.Gkison,  and  other  gentlemen  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Ports- 
niputh;'* 

In  the  usual  progress  of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  no  local  inr 

jury  happens  to  the  arm,  the  contained  iiuul  is  ut  no  lime  puruletU, 
(}at,  on  the  contrary,  quite  limpid  to  the  last  day  that  it  can  bo 
obtained^  This  circumstance  afibrds  some  ground  of  suspicion  as 
to  the  efficacy  of  the  matter  originally  employed ;  at  the  sasae 
time  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  if  Mr.  Goidson's  account  be  correct, 
vaccine  inocuhition  fipora  the  same  source,  has  ptodnced,  in  mimer'-  * 
^ns  instances,  tlie  perfect  disease,  and  has  ph>Ted  a  complete  pro- 
phylactic against  repeated  exposure  to  stnall^pox.  .Allowing  the 
facts,  the  contradiction  'ean  only  be  explained  by  admiftinit  the 
possibitity  of  both  perfect  and  imperfect  vacpination  from  a  vitiated 
source,  under  similar  circumstances,  and  in  each  case  wilb  an 
cntiiely  fegnla^  progress  of  (he  inoculated  vesicle 

The  cjiH!  of  Mr.  Grant's  child  coihes  next  niir^er  consideration. 
It  was  inoculated  not  with  Voritnioutk  tnatUr,  but  by  Mr,  Payihe* 
ru'  in  L'»nc!on.  No  doubt  is  thrown  on  the  jjenuineness  of  the 
liiurtn  here  employed,  and  the  perfect  vaccimuion  ot  the  chii»l. 
The  eruption,  whi(  h  tottk  pla^-e  on  the  nicht  between  the  sixth  and 
seventh  dtty,  Mr.  Km;^  utnil;!iir5  tninely  to  the  curicular  in- 
ilciimnation  produced  by  tlie  vurioious  poison,  and  which,  as  Dr. 
Jeniwr  has  acutely  remarked,  is  excited  much  more  spef^idy  in 
c<3ii&titutioii:»  prcnoudly  vuiioli^tcd  or  viicc^uatcd^  than  whiTi-  the 
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poi«on  pro(3uces  iho  true  small  pox  ;  am?  heiicc  tbc  ra[ji(iity  of 
this  inrtammauon  is  a  pretty  -urc  criterion  ul  tlie  constitution  b<j- 
inj;  secure  tVom  genuine  vanola.  Mr.  K.  ai»opoiiils  out,  in  the 
relation  of  this  case,  a  sroall  diflereuce  between  Mr.  GoKlson's 
oarration  and  that  of  Mr.  Grunt,  the  father  of  ihc  chilJ,  ni  {iie 
time  of  the  accession  of  the  fii^t  !»ymploia!»  ot  fever.  On  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  day  the  child  was  attacked  with  rigor  ami 
fever,  and  on  the  foUowtng  muruing  a  few  eruptions  appeared. 
On  tbis  Mr.  R.  remarkf* 

'  ^  KtXo  the  rigor,  it  b  ft  comrooB  effect  of  suppuratiim;  •nd 
tbe  small  pimples  which  appeared  the  next  day  iter^^  tit  all  pro* 
Ubiittyy  nothing  bnt  a  miliary  eruption.  This  eruption,  it  is  well 
known,  is  the  natuAl  consequence  of  a  hot  regimen ;  amiy  in  the 
pmeni  instance,  there  was  a  liot  regimen  with  a  vengeance, 
'  First,  the  child  was  rubbed  before  a  good  fife;  theniwcoQisff 
wss  had  to  flannel  and  warm  Madeira ;  and,  lest  any  one  sttmtt'« 
lossboald  be  wanting^  an  anodyne,  as  it  is  called,  which  com> 
oionly  contains  that  powerful  stimulus,  opium,  was  administered 
by  Mr.  Goldson.  With  such  an  accumulation  of  heat,  it  is  no 
xrnndcr  there  were  a  few  eruptions ;  it  is  mther  a  wonder  the  ehtM 
Sras  not  covered  witli  eruptions  from  liead  to  foot, 

**  The  small  pimples  which  a^jjU'Lireil,  and  caused  snch  a.  ter- 
rible jilarm,  did  not  suppurate  ;  but,  iu  three  days  time,  wore 
covticd  with  R  ',v:trlv  scurf,  Nvhich  was  luiibed  oti  the  loii'>win2 
evening.  If  tins  is  tite  smaii-po.\,  it  is  a  sort  of  smail-pox  uevor 
heard  (A  till  now." 

Mr,  Ring  proceeds  to  shew,  by  very  satisfactory  evidence,  that 
the  production  of  a  local  variolous  pustule  by  inoculaUun  ailer 
amslUpox,  occasionally  of  fever,  and  of  a  sHgkt  crop  of  pustules, 
is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  circumstance,  and.  that  the  reason 
irfiy  we  have  had  no  mora  tnptnipces  of  spcb  oocurrenoea  altar  ^ 
Mom  toocultition  is,  thnt  the  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  tmalU 
pojc  inocuktioq  hna  been  so  opmplete*  that  few  penons  uroaldi 
give  themselves  the  tronble.oC  re-inocnlation. 
-  Having  thus  impeached  the  character  of  P.witmmi^h  nmHtr  on 
theofie  £indy  itnd  shewi^  the  possibility  of  mere  cuticular  infiam^ 
mation  by  sniall-pox  mi^fttr  producihg  constitutional  alfection  on 
(he  other,  Mr.  R.  passes^  over  the  rest  of  Mr.  Goldson's  csises 
(which  arc  nil  those  inoculated  by  Mr.  U.  himself,  and  by  Mr. 
Wey month  of  Ports^)  with  very  slight  notice:  either  the  vaccinair' 
Lvn  was  imperi'cct,  or  the  subsequent  disease  was. not  genuine  con-» 
sritutiuiial  smalUpox.  One  observation,  hmvevor,  requires  son\e 
comment:  in  Mr.  G's  third  case,  the  ch4»i,  after  suj)posed  satis- 
factory varcifiation,  caught  the  smali-pox,  not  by  ^noculaiion, 
but  by  casual  contagion^  Oi  course,  cuticular  intiamination  ib 
hereout  of  the  question,  and  Mr.  U.  iheieforo  denies  the  i;eraunc* 
liess  of  the  vaccine  inoculation.  To  prove  U  salisfactory^ 
Gold^on-  staler,  that  two  years  afterwards  the  child  slept  with 
aijother  child  in  sinall-pux  fur  severul  Uuy^»  woic-  liie  same  night- 
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cap,  and,  in  short,  wns  n*?  mnrh  expo«^«'(l  to  contugioo  as  possiblo* 
pn  rhis  Mr.  IWn^  makes  the  toilowmg  remark.  •  -  ■  . 

*'  It  is  too  ridiculous  to  conrluflc,  ihjit,  brcnnso  u  rhiW  did  not 
cuich  ihc  small-pox  wluii  >tic  wi»rc  an  inlVctcd  ni^ht-cap,  ^hc 
could  never  catch  it  wliilc  she  livetl  ;  and.  iinles>s  gentlemen  can 
brin<T  better  proofs  than  those  of  n  tempm n  \  security  arising^  iVom 
vaccination,  they  had  better  put  on  ihcii  uua  uii^ht-caps,  atid  go 
to  bed. 

Th^  truth  is,  ^hatit  ii  no  uncommon  eireumsteiice  for  % 
person  to  catch  the  •raalUpox  who  has  reusted  it  before ;  and 
jftvcti  resisted  it  for  a  lonj^  time,  in  every  form,  and  every  degree 
of  exposure.  Many  a  parent,  aAer  attending  ^cveral  diiklreii 
successively  in  the  small'^x,  and  arriving  at  an  advanced  period 
of  lifo,  has  at  length  fallen  a  victtni  to  that  disease/' 

There  is  nothing  very  ri(ticu/cu9m  the  supposition,  that  a  chil^ 
ivbo  has  once  nesistcd  such  a  degree  of  small-pox  contagion  should 
be  ever  after  secure  from  the  disease  :  no  practitioner  after  such 
a  test  would  hesitate  in  asserting  the  Aigk  prohahilUif  of  futuve 
security  throughout  life ;  and  we  appeal  to  Mr.  King's  candour, 
whether  he  would  not  have  used  this  circumstance  h<  n  rn^st 
powerful  argument  for  the  permanent  enirary  of  vaccinal tM>i:  to 
any  of  his  own  patients,  or  to  this  very  case,  liad  not  liie  e\  ent 
turned  out  so  contrary  to  cNpectation.  That  we  jur  m  t  mistaken 
in  tiiii  asicnion,' let  us  judge  Mr.  llini:  from  Ijis  <iv  i.  wjuds.  Id 
his  letter  to  Mr,  Grant,  liere  inserted,  Mr.  ]\.  ohseixcs,  *'  I  have, 
long  since  difcoiitinuid  the  practice,"  (of  re-inoculating  vaccinatoti 
patients  with  small-po.\  niatti-r")  *'  satislied  witli  exposing  niy  pu-^ 
ticnti,  after  vaceiiiHUoi»,  t<*  tiie  nauiiiil  iiilection  of  the  s)naU-po.\. 
frhis,  \vhicb,  on  my  assurance  of  safety,  is  submitted  to  with 
the  utmost  confidence,  bus  removed  all  remaining  doubt  from  tha 
parents  of  the  children  vaccinated  by  me,  who  pow  amount  to 
about  two  thousand  five  hutadred.  Many  tif  the^  have  been  imt 
into  bed  with  jicYfoiis  labouring  under  the  confluent  smail^pox, 
or  wrapped  up  in  sheets  just  takon  off  from  the  beds  of  varioloii^ 
patients^  with  impunity/'^  Will  Mr;  Ringt  thei^ore,  point  «ot 
how  many  times  of  safe  exposure  to  $roul>pos  contag^oB  is  ne^ 
cessary  to  render  the  idea  of  permanent  security,  i^bablc,  or 
where  it  ceases  to  be  ridiculous  ?  Nevertheless,  we  jvre  fiir  from 
fupposing  that  this  single  case  of  Mr.  Gotdsoirs  is  to  outwetgls 
the  strong  evidence  of  the  pe(inanent  efficacy  of  perfect  vaccina- 
tion ;  and  we  think  the  following  testimonial  one  of  the  most 
valuable  parts  of  Mr.  ^ing'^  pampb|eti  because  it  is.  aimpte  in*  - 
di^putpble  evidence  : 

"  Three  children  of  Mr.  Henry  .Tenner,  inoculated  five  yenr<f 
Rgo.  liave  since  been  repeatedly  inoculated  with  variolous  matter, 
niici  exposed  to  th«'  infection  ot  llie  natural  small-pox  in  it;^  vor«t 
form,  ever^  year  up  to  the  |>rcitCDt  time,  without  catching  tto: 
dibcabc. 
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Pead^  vaccinated  by  Dr.  -Jenncr  more  tbao  six  ycar^/ 
Pbipps,  his  first  patient,  vatrcimitcd  by  him  morq  than  eight  yeajs  i 
igo,  have  been  frequently  put  to  tlie  same  tests  with  impunity. 
In  tlie  spring  of  the  present  ycar»  they  ware  inoculated  Ibr  tbIBi 
smalUpox  with  matter  in  the  most  active  state ;  but  ihey  feasted 
infection. 

**  These  patients  were  all  vaccinated  with  matter  from  tht 
human  subject  Time^  tbcrctoro,  ha^t  d€cidtd  t&e  qumtiony  whethoT 
cow'pock  ir.attrr  degenerates  in  the  human  subject^  and  decided 
it  against  Mr«  Goldson. 

•*  Instances  out  of  number  might  be  adduced,  if  necessary,  in 
'f^jppurt  of  this  position.  The  cow- pack  ia  trausferej  by  the  mifkers*  * 
not  only  from  onv  c»nv  to  another,  but  aho  froin  one  farm  to  pdo- 
thcr ;  which  rouUl  not  Ik*  the  case,  if  the  iiuitter  l<pst  its  virtuo 
after  the  firs'"  rvMnovc  from  tiie  cow.  Out'  iustuncc  lately  vccurrtjd, 
whirh  furnislie>  an  ir.coutrovcrlihli'  proof,  that  vacrii.i^  matter, 
wliethcr  generated  in  xhv  row  nr  tu  the  luunan  subject,  'i>  the 
same.  A  woman  ba^ly  applied  to  Dr.  .Tenner,  who  liad  tho 
cow-pock  when  a  ( l  ild.  J?he  caught  the  disease  by  haiitiling  tho 
rags  which  came-ofT  from  her  si>ter's  fini»er*<.  Dr.  .lenner  iuocu-.^ 
lated  her  for  the  small -pox  ;  but  bhc  resisted  the  infection. 

'*1  shali  here  insert  two  other  cases ;  with  which,  as  well  as  al*, 
most  evoiy  thing  else  relative  to  the  subject  of  vaccination,  I  havo 
great  reason  to  believe,  both  from  the  tenor  of  his  pamphlet,  and 
ftom  intelligence  I  have  received,  Mr.  Goldson  and  his  tnend*  are 
totally  unacquainted.    The  first  ca8e,»  which  was  published 
Br,  Barry,  is  ^  follows :  A  gardener,  who  lives  wifh  a  gentlemafll 
ol  Dr.  Harry's  acquaintance,  infected  himself  with  the  cow-poclc» 
'byi'ubbing  bimseiif  against  another  person  who  had  received  the 
iQioction  from  the  cow,  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  preserve 
him  against  the  smalUpox.     This  happened  several  years  ago,  ', 
Since  that  rime  he  ha:>  often  voluntarily  exposed  himself  to  the 
infection  of  the  small  pox,  and  even  lain  in  the  same  bed  with  his 
chi)(iren,  when  they  were  covered  with  it|  but  never  caught  the 
disease. 

**  The  other  case  was  pubh^hed  by  Mr.  rr<  i««:er.  It  ^vas  coin- 
^niinirated  tn  him  by  Mr.  >Vhiie,  of  Landsdown  Plucc,  liath. 
Ab(iiit  t  .\  t-Tity  iliK  c  years  ngo,  John  Bright,  a  labouring  nian^ 
whom  Mr.  \S  hite  ^uiiu  niiua  employs,  lived  at  a  tarm.  His  fellow- 
servant,  who  had  the  cow-pock,  CHuninunicated  the  <listemper  to 
him  in  a  iiolic,  by  means  of  a  scratch  on  the  hand.  He  I  ul  mucc 
been  repeatedly  inoculated  for  the  small-pox.  He  has  <^itu  had 
the  disi>ase  in  his  family,  and  bi*en  exposed  tu  it  \^uder  its  ipo^t 
leaiigaant  form,  httt  still  escaped  iltfectiop." 

A  very  pointed  evidence  from  the  Vaccine  Institution  of  lildin* 
burgh  is  also  given  in  favour  of  the  undiminishing  power  of  vaccina 
ftion  throllgh  ihnie,  lour,  end  even  five  years. 

^Vhat  then  remains  to  i>c  done  by  the  advocates  of  vaccination  f 
^^i  Ring,  it  wH)  be  feei)  by  the  ^Uowinn  passeccy  b  fbr  standing 
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aloof  from  ail  attempts  by  experiments  at  doing  away  the  imprcs* 
Man  incifle  (Jtj  the  pubfic  raind  by  Mr.  Goldson's  statement. 

**  Mr.  Guklson  solicits  the  Vaccioe  Institution  to  make  fresh 
^xperimrnts,  in  order  to  decide  a  question  which  is  long  since  de- 
cided. What  institution  he  means  may,  like  a  considerable  part 
of  his  observations,  admit  tjf  a  doubt.  Whether  there  be  any 
taccinc  institution  that  will  so  far  disgrace  the  cause,  as  to  repeat 
iuch  ifxperknmts  at  Mr.  Goldson's  request,  and  whether  there  be 
kny  yaccili^  instUoticm'that  would  not  disgrace  itself  by  such  «» 
net,  I  shall  not  presume  to  determine ;  hut  the  Royal  Jenneriaa 
Soci^f  hftvo  jiaakcd  m  resolutiotiy  that  Mr.  Goldson's  pamphlet 
AMt  hot,  at  preeentt  recjuii^  any  notice  from  them.  I  Inist  the)f 
IMli  atill  adhere' to  (hat  resohition : 

•f  jsfgj.  ^j^yj  intersit,  nisi  dignus  yindice  nodus. 

It  docs  not  require  a  hun  iicd  able  heads  to  plan,  nor  ft 
hundred  able  hands  to  execute,  ^siniple  task  oi  putting  vaccine 
patients  to  the  test.  It  is  what  any  head,  however  we4»k,  can  plan, 
and  biiy  liaiul,  lio.vcver  unskilful,  can  execute. 

But  whcrt  we  consider  whiit  a  vast  number  of  persoRii  have 
heen  vaccinated  in  this  metropolis,  and  are  daily  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  catcliing  the  tmalUpox  in  thq.  natural  way,  we  cannot  but 
deem  it  kwork  of  supererogation  to  try  such  expeiiments  agmB  if 
thej  are  janocent,  end  a-  orime  lo  tiy  them  agptin  if  they  are  at- 
tended with  danger/*  . 

.  l^robably  the  imj^ression  made  hy  Mr.  Goldson'i  erne  will  sah*« 
iidc,  and  the  appeajnmce  of  contravening  evidence  wUl  sooner  or 
Titer  be  entirely  lost  in  the  daily  accuroulatii^  mass  of  testimony 
in  Ikvour  o£  vaccine  inoculatfoi^  pouiiiig  in  from  every  quarter  of 
the  globe^  but  why  should  any  of  the  friends  of  this  practice 
hesitate  immediately  to .  institute  those  experiments  which  may 
speedily  put  an  end,  to  the  contfovmy  f   Why  should  they  think  it 
a  disgrace  in  suc  h  a  cause,  and  with  such  i^iance  on  success,  to 
<;bnvince  the  doubtful,  silence  the  malicious,  give  confidence  to 
the  anxious,  and  hasten  the  great  object  of  all  their  endeavours,  tho 
annihilation  of  the  small-pox  from  the  face  of  tho  globe?  Some 
con'-i'-tcncy  too  should  be  preserved  \%ith  rei^ard  to  the  alleged 
security  of  the  proof'tria!  of  subsequent  variolous  inoculaf  jon.  It 
has  been  hitherto  an  argument  of  no  small  wei«;ht  in  tiie  hands  of 
the  friemh  of  vaccine  inoculation.  **  it  can  at  least  do  no  harm; 
nrst  f[ive  your  chihl  the  benefit  of  tijo  r(nv-pox  nnd  you  may  then 
!»afely  try  him  with  the  small-pox  inoculaiion,  when  you  will  be 
convinced  by  the  result  bow  perfect  is  tlie  sccnrilv  whit  It  \  accinu* 
tion  pmcluces/*    lUit  if,  whilst  a  considerable  part  of  the  public 
is  •'till  avei*^e,  or  but  coldly  disposed  towards  vaccinatiuti,  the  only 
palpable  proof  of  its  efficacy  is  wantonly  held  out  as  full  of  danger, 
and  not  lightly  to  be  rc:»orted  to,  how  much  will  not  such  ill-judged 
zeal  iryure  the  cause  it  strives  to  serve !    What  is  this  mighty  dan* 
gpr  of  veriplotts-  inoculation     Mr.. Ring, himself. acknowledges .df 
,  Have  performed  if  upon  eleven  hundred  persons  after  vaccination 
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without  any  untoward  accident,  anH  mttny  more  hundreds,  of 

thousands  of  in^tancc^,  equally  innoxious,  may  be  adi!cd  to  the 
hiiL  Evtii  the  cuticul.^r  inflammution  and  rnn«:oqucnt  svinptojTi<, 
tbougb  as  severe  a«  in  \fr.  Golrlson's  ca^os,  produce  no  nvjc  ihau 
iiby  or  two  of  intiispo^^itiun,  au(i  an  eruption  of  ii  ffw  ]>inipk's.  Mr. 
Ru\5»  surely  not  mnimify  these  luto  a  disease  vt  wry  g't  Ht  mo- 
ment; and  the  only  ca'^eb  of  dan^jer  which  he  briiis;^  uvc  luo  from 
Buchan,  which,  however  authentic,  an-  ]itilc  adverted  t(»,  on  «k'* 
count  ot  the  extreme  rarilv  ni  the  occunence.  .»  ■ 

The  present  pamphlet  Cuuranis  seveml  other  de^^wlton  rf»:r:iiJ;% 
im  which  we  shall  refer  our  readers  to  the  on;;inaI  ;  aiui  here  \r% 
ihonld  close  our  account,  if  it  were  not  incumbent  upon  m  to  re- 
pel tn  accuiation  which  the  Author  has  thoui>ia  pro[>er  to  briii* 
igiiQit  the  inaoner  in  uMc^  we*  noticed  MK  Gdl<l!<f(li*»  pamphlet 
ia  oar  las^t  number*  For  thb  we  must  beg  our  rdbder'i  iiidul^ncell 
a  tiMMt  time  longer. 

We  are  fir»t  accuicd  of  inconsistency  In  exculpating  the  niedicit* 
M  of  Portsmouth  firom  the  charge  of  indHference  to  professional' 
improvement,  ait  the  same  time  that  we  nrge  the  local  advantai^  . 
ht  icientilic  information  of  a  situation  so  near  to  the  metropoK^ 
and  10  constantly  communicating  with  it.  The  triitb  seems 'to  be* 
that  if  Mr.  G'&  dates  are  accurate,  the  profession  at  PortsmotttV 
CM)  neither  claim  the  merit  of  early  exertiur»  in  vaccination;  noir 
yet  arc  they  liable  to  the  rep  much  of  culpable  ni>g|ect»  llie  accn-^  , 
satioB  was  trifling,  and  Mr.  G's  defence  weak.  ... 

We  are  next  charged  with  mi'^taking  the  object  of  Mr.  Go1dson*f  ^ 
dedication.    As  Mr.  G.  himself  has  committed  the  mistake,  (an' 
unaccountable  one  we  acknowledge)  wc  cannot  pretend  to  reconcile 
Irrs  contradictiouH  ;  but  rh( "  gh  «5ent  to  Salisbury  Square,  we  must 
still  supp'  M  that  the  author  meant  to  dedicate  his  bonk  to  the  VaC-* 
Cine  Puck  invtitution,  for  this  obvious  reason,  tiiuf  Mr.  G.  address- 
ed bis  Remarks  to  some  luslituiioa  expressly  for  Vaccination,  which 
had  existed  lorn;  enouqh  t  )  be  able  to  undertake  tho^e  experiments 
ol  reinoculatu^Ji  that  he  recoinmiMids.    Accordingly,  this  respect- 
iiUt'  S')Ciety  has  taken  Mr.  Ci's  dedication  to  itself,  and  Iiai  actu- 
Aiiv  pursued  the  subject  by  tlie  sure  path  of  experiment. 

As  uc  have  no  de;ire  lo  spare  ourst Ives  any  of  Mr.  Ring's  abase* 
W*  shall  in-^ert  the  following. 

'  '*  llic  article  in  question  is  one  of  the  many  in  modern  times, 
which  makes  us  regret  th<it  the  review  of  booj^s  is  a  t.Ade;  that  it 
i^  too  often  delegsaed  to  persons  incompetent  16  the  ta$k«  too  bftea 
prostituted  to  the  purposes  of  party,  and  tou  often  made  subservi-  * . 
cnt  to  sordid  gfiin^   Such  a  ptacticc  cannot  he  reprobated  too'se^  « 
^eh'.   On  so  ilnportunt  an  occasion  as  thtsf  no  iinden»trappef . 
should  he  employed  j  no  partial  titateroent  should  be  adiuittrH  ;  no 
pui}',  no  misrepresentation«  no  compliment  at  the  expence  of  tculli, 
should  be  suffered  to  pass  without  animadversion.**  , 

It  is  our  chief  object  in  our  monthly  notice  of  neW  pnbitcations« 
to  confine  cHurselves  strictly  to  critical  analysis^  or  mthcrr  to  state ' 
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more  or  less  sticcinctly  the  leading  contents,  uitli  or  wfthont  orca* 
sional  remarks  on  the  proprii'ty,  originality,  consistency,  and  can- 
dour oi  what  is  advanced.    Wo  Ijavc  no  apprehension  of  being  lic- 
ensed of  wilful  misrepresentation  of  matter  of  fact ;  and  as  we  make 
a  point  of  giving  th«  several  «tttbor^ti  own^ords,  more  or  less  con- 
densed, in  the  most  important  statements^  there  is  little  danger  of 
much  accidental  error.    Mr.  Ring  accuses  us  of  admitting  Mn 
Goldsoti's  statements  rather  too  readily.  Now»  as  all  that  we  have 
Inserted  of  Mr*  G's  facts  is  almost  in  his  own  words,  and  given* 
simply  as  his  own  casn,  does  Mr.  King  mean  to  charge  us  with 
bavmg  done  las  wntck  jiudct  to  Mr.  G.7  or,  would  this  enemy  of 
partial  statements*  have  had  us  suppress  a  pact,  and  &lsify  the  re- 
mainder f 

No  ^mall  portion  of  the  oflTence  we  have  given  to  Mr«  Rang  (we 
believe)  is  included  in  the  following  accusation. 

But  it  is  puerile  to  pretend,  that  a  medical  man  is  the  mora 
competent  to  put  his  cow- pock  patients  -to  the  test,  in  consequence 
of  his  belonging  to  a  Society.  Any  individual  is  qualified  for  that 
Undcrtakii^i  and  it  t-asy  to  collect  W!fTi(?*;se>  of  his  proreedini^s 
in  any  town  or  village  in  llic  kinudom.  I  herc  are  several  individu" 
ahy  members  of  the  Royal  JeiuuTian  Society,  besides  Dr.  .Tenner 
Iiiinself,  whose  practice  has  Itucn  far  more  considerable  than  tltat 
of  the  Vaccine  Pock  iuititutiun,  both  in  extent  and  duration.  It 
is  tluTcforc  an  insult  to  deny,  that  I  hey  have  it  as  much  in  their 
power  to  insntute  further  exjjt nments  on  the  subject;  as  it  is  a 
fnockorv  to  atiirni,  that  no  party  is  so  lit  to  decide  the  p^>int,  as 
that  ^^iIlcll  furnished  tiic  iualtei|  mid  of  course  is  interested  in  the 
ljueslion." 

Mr.  Ring  is  not  in  all  cases  an  enemy  to  misrepresentation,  or  he 
would  not  have  madd  us  express  so  very  absurd  an  opinion,  that  a 
medical  man  is  more  -  competent  to  reinoculate  his  patients  when 
belonging  to  a  society  than  when  standing  sii^lv  on  ht»  own  expert* 
eace;  or  that  any  'Mndtvidual  member  i<f  the  Royal  Jonnerian 
Society,  whose  practice  has  been  far  more  considerable  than  that 
of  tiie  Vaccine  Poch  Institution/'  would  not  perform  a  most  ac» 
ceptable  service  |o  vaccination,  by  instituting  farther  experiments 
op  his  own  patients ;  but  we  do  maintain,  that  the  Vaccine  Pock 
Institution  ss  particulatly  called  upon  in  this  case,  if  it  furnished 
the  Porimtfuth  matier,  and  if,  from  the  duratiuu  of  the  Society,  it 
js  able  to  meet  the  call  in  a  s-iti>f^ictory  manner.    Mad  a  similar 
imputation  been  thrown  on  Mr,  Hjng's  matter,  would  he  not  have 
thought  himsclf.peculjarly  interested  in  vindicating  its  genuineness  ? 
and  though  a  professed  enemy  to  puflmg,  would  ho  not,  at  least  on 
such  an  occasion,  alio  v  himself  to  state  the  extent  and  duration  of 
his  own  practice',  as  additional  motives  for  liis  exertions?  I>iL*tly, 
Jet  Mr.  Rini;  remember,  that  the  pen  \vhich  is  truly  pm.sfifutid  for 
fke  purposes  of'  pnrf!/,  is  that  whicli,  without  bringing  for^vard  the 
least  bhadow  of  «•% i jcr.i'c,  >to(»ps  to  ]>ors(>nal  defamation  of  his  d^- 
uopentS|  and  tiiruws  out  uut;quivocal  iusiuuatiuiis  of  sordid  ai.d 
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k-c  motives  of  private  gain  acting  in  direct  hostjlity  the  efforts 
( f  philanthropy  and  public  spirit.  The  nccustition  oj  MniJitcr  mo- 
tive i*»  easily  mado,  uad  •Ni-^ilv  r»'t(»rted  ;  but  tlic  best  tiicncb  of 
the  Jenncrtiin  discovery  vviii  liic  mu:>t  lament  that  it  is  deieudcd  by 
iUi'li  weapons. 


MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL 

I.N  T  JEJLJLIGENCE. 

[  FORBIM  DOUB0TIC.  ] 

Take  of  crystals  of  tartar,  two  pounds ;  glass  of  antimony,  one 
pound  and  a  half,  let  them  be  well  pulverisi^,  wad  mix  tbem  toge* 
tiier*  Then  pour  on  the  mixture  a  sufficient  quantity  of  watcc  to 
make  a  tbiqk  pasta*  Expose  this  mixture  under  a  glass  bell  lo*the 
action  of  the  solar  rays  lor  al^t  a  Ibrtotght,  duritig  which  time  ift 
must  be  agitated  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  a  little  water  added 
(orepkce  that  which  evaporates,  in  order  to  keep  the  mass  in'tho 
ume  cdhsistency.  The  mass  puffs  up,  and  sulphurated  hydrojgdn 
ps  is  disengaged.  .  Flakes  of  an  anaioj^ut  colour  to  kcrnies  are 
perceived,  and  iIm;  whole  mass  receives  a  red  bruun  colour.  At 
the  end  of  a  fortnight,  it  is  dissolved  and  washed  with  boti^g  wateTt 
and  afterwards  filtrated.  The  insoluble  residuum  ampunts  to  about 
three  ounces^  On  evaporating  the  liquor,  two  pounds  and  fifteen 
ounces  of  emietic  tartar  in  iiuo  crystalv  will  be  obtained.  From 
^Ir.  B's  experiments  with  the  l^duum  and  the  crystals  of  emetic 
tartar,  he  c«>Jicludod, 

I.  That  the  glass  of  antimnn;  inny  be  dissolved  by  the  acidulous 
tarfrit  of  pot-ftsh  in  the  &taic  oi  a  j^tc^  and  at  a  middJe  tempera* 
turc.  • 

2  That  it  is  only  necessary  to  repeat  the  crystallization,  in  order 
to  deprive  emetic  tartar  of  iron,  and  of  tartrit  of  iime. 

3.  That  silica  is  not  found  in  all  glasses  of  antimony. 

4.  That  under  tirlaiu  iircujnstances,  |)arni:u!<u ly  through  the 
assistance  of  other  saliue  substances,  the  turtiit  oi  hmc  dissoives  ii; 
great  quantity,  and  even  cryj^Jallizes  regularly. 

5.  i  hat  one  part  of  crystallized  emetic  tartar  requires  about 
fottrteen  parts  of  distilled  water  of  10^12"  Reaumur  for  solution, 
•od  not  jsighty  parts,  as  some  chemists  have  imagined* 

6.  Ttiat  100  ports  of  boiling  water  are  capable  of  dissolving  53 
pirisof  amotic  lartari  wihcn  entirely  free  fr^m  lactrit  of  iron  and  * 
tftniitoflime. 
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i8C2  Medical  and  Fhjfiical  Inteiiigence, 


Mr.  Schmidt  prrpaivs  .'imnioniatfd  iron  by  (tissolving  inuriat  of 
ammonia  in  two  ounco  of  watoi ,  ar.H  nii  \iiig  with  it  one  ilraclun  of 
niuriiit  of  iron  in  a  dcli*iuciguiit  sute,  wiiicU  inixture  is  then  eva- 
porated to  diyncds. 


Mr.  J.  Heath,  of  Grocer's  Hall  Court,  lias  latdv  given  an 
instance  of  a  youna  ^i  iiiUinan  ia  tUe  la!»t  SU)^  of  typbus  (eveTa 
bciiig  cun»d  by  the  u:>4^  ol  yeast. 


Dr.  pATTBmsoHy  of  Lonflondeny^  will  speedily  publtsb,  Oa* 
•Bu%^ATiOKS  on  the  Climfttc  of  Ireland, .  and  Rsscarcrss  con-; 
Genafig  lU  Nature,  from  very  early  periods  to  the  present  'note. 
With  TnotroiiTs  oa  some  Branches  of  Rtucat  Economy*  pac* 
ticuUrly  recommt^ndcd  in  An  Addrbss  Io  the  Inhabitants  and 
Friends  of  this  Country,  To  which  are  prefixed,  PaBLiMiira»« 
Coy^^TDFTlATTONs  on  thc  Siructure  and  Functions  of  Plants— 
on  the  Anaio<;y  befweon  thc  \Vgetable  and  Animal  System*— OQ 
thc  general  State  of  Woods  and  plantations*  in  Ireland,  m  ancient 
end  modern  Times— on  peculiar  circumstances  denoting  the  various 
conditions  of  its  Linen  Mannfuctiire  throu»hont  a  series  of  a«c*— 
and  on  the  Utility  <>f  a  co-operation  in  works  of  Art  and  Science. 

Tliis  is  a  fii'iv  work  ;  und  is  the  first  undertaken  in  Irelan<?,  ff> 
give  a  Connected  and  concordant  view  of  subjects  manifestly  of 
primo  importanre  to  the  nation,  l  or  wluit  tan  be  eblimuted  mora 
valuable  to  ilie  prople  of  this  fertile  and  favoured  isle,  tlian  an 
union  of  the  punciplcs  of  science  with  the  rules  of  art,  to  rai^c 
the  bouniies  of  Nature  to  their  hirhcMt  pos^^ible  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, by  a.  skilt'ul  and  diligent  culture  ot  the  nece^j»uric&  of  li£(»  — 
tliObe  for  food,  raiaicnt,  and  dwelling  ^ 


CvvJKKf  tlie  well  known  natural  historian,  has  lately  published 
a  work  on  the  species  of  animals  that  have  been  lost. 


CouRET  DE  ViLLEN'EUVB  haf  lately  published  a  botanical 
work  at  Paris,  containing  a  description  of  all  thc  plants  that  ara 
coltivated  in  the  f^rden  of  the  Centmi  College  at  Ghentp  arrat^ed 
according  to  the  Unnean  system. 

To  COREESPON  DENTS. 

Communication?  are  received  £rom  Dr«  Truiver,  D<.  Hodiaau,  ^Ir^  ^dj^aJ^^* 
]4r,  Blake^  aud  Candidiui. 


* 


Digitized  by  Go* 


THE  ' 

Medical  and  Phyiical  Journal. 

_  .     ^    

▼OU  XII.]    SSPTBMBBR  1 9  1804.  .  [nO«  XXVII« 


To  the  Editors  qf  the  Medical  and  Physical  /ourmth 

The  little  leisure  I  have  had  since  my  retiiifn  frddji 
Madeira^  has  prevented  my  attending  accurately  even  to 
the  periodical  publications  of  the  day^  But  the  name  ol* 
Jbkner^  at  the  close  of  the  first  paper  in  your  last  Num be r> 
could  not  but  arrest  my  attention^  in  a  journey  I  am  now 
iDakine  in  quest  oC  materials  lor  a  more  correct  account  of 
morbid  poisons. 

Among  the  subjects  which  will  form  apart  of  uiV  next 
edition,  is  one  wiy  much  connected  with  Dr.  Jenner's 
paper:  and  if  I  mistake  not,  the  partit  ular  road  of  my  en* 
4Ui(y  has  conducted  nie  through  some  intricacies  wliicli 
have  escaped  the  general  practitioner.    If  Dr.  Jenner  has 
n  inarkc'd  them,  his  numerous  engas^ements  have  prevented 
iiis dilating  upon  them,  in  a  manner  sufhciently  exphcii  for 
those  who  have  not  followed  that  chain  of  reasoniugr  . 
^vhich  connects  every  nosv)lot];i{:al  eiiijuiry.    It  is  indceii 
Lard ly  possible,  in  the  small  spacL*  allotted  to  each  writer 
ill  a  production  hke  yours,  to  oiler  any  thing  more  than  an 
accurate  statement  of  facts ;  and  perhaps  you  will  charge 
inc  with  obscurity  iu  attempting  to  compress  a  conipH- 
cuted  enquiry  into  so  small  a  compass.    However^  as  J)u 
Jenner  expresses  an  intention  to  publish  moreatjarge^  I 
ihall  be  glad  to  be  confirmed  or  corrected  by  him. 
^  When  the  constitution  is  engaged  in  any  particular  ac- 
tion/which,  produces  local  afiectionj  any  cause  which  at 
another  time  would  produce  an  uniform  effect,  is  more  ot 
less  iufluenced  by  this  state  of  the  system.   This  is  more 
remarkable  in  morbid  poisons  than  in  other  diseases^  The 
law  of  smalUpox  is  to  produce  slouch.   Let  a  blister  be 
applied  in  the  early  stage  of  the  eruption »  and  if  the  dis* 
ease  »  violent^  a  thin  dough  will  be  formed  of  the  same 
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extent  as  the  vesication.  If,  whilst  the  conBtitution  is^under 
the  influence  of  erysipdas>.a  venereal  chancre  is  contracted, 
the  whole  prepuce  or  glans  will  be  suffused  with  an  erysi- 
pelatous effloresce  nee ;  and  as  the  erysipelas  ettber  yielda 
u»  art,  or  subsides  of  ttselfj  tbe  chancre  ac<|unnes  its  troe 
character. 

This  subject  might  be  extended  much  further,  but  my 
only  wish  is  to  render  myself  inteiligible..  If  then  the  con- 
stitution thus  engagedi  should  alter  the  usual  appearance 
excited  by  local  stimuli,  we  should  not  wonder  if,  on  some 
occasions,  she  should  be  altogether  insensible  to  those  sti* 
Inuii  which  woiild  affect  her  at  other  times*  But  a  disease 
may  continue  so  long  as  to  be  almost  familiar  with  tbe 
constitution;  that  is,  the  local  effects  may  remain  afWr  the 
constitutional  action  which  formed  theoi  has  subsided ;  or 
jthe  constitutional  action  may  be  so  wealc  as  to  be  easily 
superseded  by  a  new  and  more  powerful  stimulus.  In  this 
case  the  inseriioii  of  the  vaccine,  or  any  other  morbid  poi- 
son. Will  nut  only  produce  its  genuine  efl'cct,  but  the  con- 
stitulion  will  be  so  en  staged  by  it,  that  inflammation  lit  a 
distance  from  the  in>('riion,  and  excited  by  any  previous 
cause,  will  now  [>;u  take  uf  tliis  new  action,  and  perhaps  he 
altogether  ^^upci ceded  by  it;  and  if  the  new  aciiun  is  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  subside  after  passing  tlirough  a  dctcr- 
miiied course,  the  patient  will  by  these  means  be  relieved 
of  his  inveterate  disease  whilst  be  is  passing  through  tbe 
new  one. 

These  considerations  are  of  the  utmost  importance,  be* 
cause  some  of  the  honest  but  over  san2:uine  friends  of  vac- 
cination  have  too  generally  recommended  the  operation  as 
.a  means  of  clearing  tbe  skin  from  other  eruptions,  it  is 
with  particular  pleasure  I  see  Dr.  Jenksb's  cautions  on 
the  subject^  and  also  hi»  remark  that  the  vaccine  pustule 
or  vesicle  is  not  always  imperfect  or  ineffective  dunng  the 
influence  of  a  malady  whicn  he  describes;  on  the  contrary* 
lie  observes,  that  it  is  sometimes  perfectly  correct,  and 
much  more  frequently  so  wlten  the  first  aisease  has  been 
of  long  standing,  than  when  in  its  recent  state;  and  what 
is  remarkable,  the  first  disease  is  then  sometimes  entirely 
swept  away/*  * 

.  There  is  a  kind  of  itch  to  which  the  poorer  people  of 
Madeira  are  extremely  liable,  and  which  I  shall  hereafter 
desofibe  more  at  large.   When  such  a  patient  is  inoculated 

with 


*  See  the  pper  befiare  aUtided  to. 
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with  Tacciae  lympbi  far  the  moat  pari  no  lacal  effect  ap* 
Mars.  I  have  re^ieated  the  inoculation  in  some  subjects 
for  three  times  with  recent  ^lattery  but  wi^  as  Uttle  sue* 
cess.  In  one  of  tbese»  after  she  was  cured  of  the  first  dis- 
ease, I  was  astonished  at  the  sight  of  a  lar^e  number  of 
vesicles  in  various  parts  oft  the  body.  This  was  not  the 
only  instance  in  wliich  I  had  reason  to  believcj  that  tbougb 
the  local  eflTecst  of  vaccination  might  be  superceded  by  • 
other  causes,  yet  when  those  causes  ceased,  a  disposition  to 
the  disease,  which  was  t'onned  at  the  time  of  insertiou^  is 
now  brouglit  into  action,  and  shows  itself  by  a  general 
eruption.  1  very  much  think  that  this  occui  lence  is  more 
general  tlian  is  sn.s[)ccted,  and  that  bonic  ot'iliose  eruptions 
which  have  appeared  at  a  k  nioic  period  alier  vaccination, 
and  which  the  zealots  on  one  bidu  have  called  small-pox, 
aad  those  on  the  other  side  chic  ktii-pox,  have  heon  vae- 
cinc  vesicles,  I  have  already  given  cases  of  this,  ari.sing 
horn  a  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere  ;  and  1  cannot  help 
wishing  tliat  we  were  all  more  attentive  to  mark  pbseno- 
uieaa,  than  hastily  to  get  through  dilHculties. 

The  cow-pox  stands  so  deservedly  high  in  the  estimation 
oi  all  reasoning  p-^jplc,  tliat  ils  friends  oui!;ht  as  iiuich  as 
possible  to  encourai^e  the  ohjectioris  of  tlie  captions,  in 
order  to  ascertain  (^very  variety,  and  reduce  them  to  laws. 
The  objections  hitherto  started  are  too  light  to  be  taken 
into  account  when  compared  with  the  contrary  evidence. 
Hut  they  ooght  all  to  be  circumstantially  detailed,  caa- 
didiy  examined,  and  carefuUy  compared,  so  as  to  enable  us 
to  reduce  these  anomaloua  appearances,  as  they  are  called, 
to  Hxed  laws«  That  this  is  possible  I  have  no  doubt,  and 
while  We  are  forming  associations  for  disusing  this  invalu* 
able  blessing,  would  it  not  he  desirable  to  have  a  centre  of 
GommuiiiciHif>n  to  which  every  anomalous  case  shouhl  he 
referred.  Let  a  medical  committee  be  formed  for  this 
purpose.  This  appears  to  me  the  more  necessary,  because 
II  has  been  too  much  the  fashion,  either  publickly  or  pri« 
Tstely,  to  add^ss  the  discoverer  of  the  invention  on  all 
these  occasions.  It  is  equally  cruel  and  absurd  to  suppose 
hffli  Hware  of  every  little  variety  that  may  occur  in  a  prac- 
tice, the  value  of  ivhich  he  had  no  sooner  ascertained' than 
he  generously  imparted  it  to  the  public^  Is  it  thus  we 
show  oar  gratitude  for  the  greatest  improvement  the  art 
has  ever  received,  by  [n  rpetually  persecuting  the  generous 
ilivontor?  If  such  a  committee  were  formed,  every  fact 
would  have  its  due  importance  alhxed  lo  it,  and  the  public 
•Jiiid  svoitld  nut  be  contiiiually  harrasscd  by  crude  and 
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contradictory  reports.  This  committee  shonld  be  fDnncd 

in  the  inetmpolis,  and  allowed  to  rtceiire  and  send  their 
letters  and  paekeis  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  free  of  an 
e.\[)(  lire,  wliicli  I  conceive  at  present  must  swallow  up ^the 
whole  inrtTcst  ot  ihc  piiiaiice  voted  by  the  represeniative* 
ot  the  richest  nation  in  the  world.  But  it  becomes  me  to 
be  eautious,  lest  I  should  touch  on  topics  which  may  have 
already  been  diicussod  duiiiig  my  absence  from  England; 
1  therefore  leave  the  suhji  c  t  to  the  consideration  of  your 
better  informed  Correspond  cuts. 

Avgui^t  9, 1804.  JOSEPH  ADAMS. 


Case  of  Brainular  Afiiution  from  an  I'xiernal. 
Causer  bjf  Dr.  Pattkuson,  of  Loudondtfr^. 

A  Ion  DAY,  Nov.  1.5th,  18<>2,  near  noon,  I  was  called 
lo  visit  iMaster  W — M — ,  a  stmni^  healthy  boy,  aged  four 
years;  but  [)rcvious  to  my  introtiuction  into  the  chamlM^r 
where  he  lay,  1  received  the  following  information  liuia 
his  mother.  *Oii  the  preceding  Saturday,  in  the  afte  rnoon, 
bhe  observed  him  playing  with  an  iron  stair-rod,  which 
she  permitted  h'lm  to  keep,  and  left  him  at  his  j>lay  with 
some  others  of  her  children,  not  having  the  most  rem uti- 
idea  that  any  mischief  could  ensue  from  his  handling  that 
moveable.  However,  she  had  not  long  left  the  spot  when 
he  came  to  her  with  his  nose  bleedings  which  she  was 
told  proceeded  from  the  rod  having  accidentally  ran  up 
his  left  nostril,  whence  it  was  recently  withdrawn.  The 
rod  is  nearly  cylindrical,  and  not  more  than  the  sixth 
part  of  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  ends. 

He  did  not  complain  of  pain;  neither  was  any  point 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  nose,  nor  in  the  neighbouring 
parts,  painful  on  pressure  with  the  finger;  but  shortly 
after  the  mischance,  be  began  to  vomit,  and  was  put  to 
bed.  Before  I  saw  him^  a  purge  or  two  of  calomel  had 
beeii  given;  a  blistering  plaster  was  applied  to  the  bacic; 
and  other  eorrespondini:  measures  were  pursued,  on  the 
presumption,  it  see  ms,  that  the  morbid  appearances  pro-* 
cecdfd  IVoiii  uoruis. 

I  1  )Niid  liiiu  lying  in  rather  a  drowsy  state,  not  qnaH« 
11(  d  in  iiKikc  a  direct  or  satisfactory  answer,  but  seeming 
w;uiil>ie  ivhtu  routed  by  JUipuriuuing  him  with  questions. 
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His  eyes  did  not  betray  any  irre<;uljirity  in  thrir  motions, 
indistinctaess  ut*  vision,  nor  diseased  condition  in  the 
piiplh.  On  being  raided  in  the  bnl,  iic  uidicaU'ii  a  |h*o- 
pensiiy  to  vomit,  l)y  small  *jbarp  regurgitating  motions  of 
the  oesoplia^iis ;  and  vvlu  ii  taking:  drink,  he  H^ralKnvrd  it 
in  a  hurried  manner.  His  face,  vvhicii  vvas  fhishod,  shewed 
a  degree  of  tiiri>escencc ;  aud,  sUorily  before  I  saw  liitn, 
f^ome  twitchings  about  tiie  ala;  nasi  aufl  h(>  were  observed, 
then,  however,  scarcely  dineernible.  His  pulse,  at  the 
same  time,  was  too  unequal  to  be  accurately  numbered  ; 
but  it  CO  innuuicaled  to  ihe  Enters  ar  sense  of  considerable 
acceleration. 

Considering  the  grounds  upon  which  the  previous  treat-  ^ 
mcijt  had  beea  instituted,  reflecting  on  the  phenomena 
before  my  eyes,  and  never  having  met  with  a  similar  case, 
I  found  myself  in  a  sort  of  diiemma;  therefore  I  thought 
it  most  expedient  to  commence  my  proceedings  with 
caution.   Accordingly,  I  ordered  frequent  doses  of  ci- 
trated  kali»  diluting  fluids,  and  cool  air.    In  the  evening, 
the  drowsy  and  other  symptoms  continued;  hut  the  pulse 
became  quite  uniform,  and  so  distinct  that  it  could  be 
curately  counted,  by  which  it  was  found  to  be  from  i08  > 
to  1 10  beats  in  a  minute.   Under  these  circumstances,  I 
thought  nothing  requisite,  during  the  night,  except  vin. 
antim.  a  few  drops  of  which  were  directed  to  be  givcji 
e?ery  second  hour* 

Next  moroing,  a  brainular  affection  became  apparent, 
as  indicated  by  increased  stupor,  more  extensive  twitch- 
ings,  and  very  indtsdjict  pulse;  'whilst  the  iris  still  retatn<r 
cd  tolerable  sensibility,  wnich  it  did  not  lose  until  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  malady.  Convinced  now  that  my 
criminal  suspicions  of  the  real  nature  of  the  case  were 
"ucll  foimde(i,  I  [ueseribed  a  blistcrin^^  plaster  to  the  head, 
leeches  to  the  temples,  laxatives,  and  enemas,  'j'iic  leeches 
and  injections,  witli  some  minor  expedients,  were  repeat- 
edly employed;  hut  the  morhid  phenomena  huiirly  in- 
creased, until  euuvulsions  cIom d  the  scene  ;ihout  twelve 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  niuiht,  concludinn^  the  spare  of 
four  day^  and  eight  or  ten  hours  from  tiie  occurrence  of 
llie  accident. 

•  Ar^ument'i  and  solicitations  were  used  to  obtain  leave 
to  make  an  anatomical  cxaininnrion,  but  h\  v;dn  ;  a  pre- 
judice prevailed,  whose  intluenee,  in  this  caM*,  was  par- 
ticularly to  be  regretted,  a-5  1  t'oue^ider  it  a  very  raro 
en>ualty,  not  having  met  with  a  like  instance  in  tiie  course 
of  ]py  readings  nor  even  heard  of  any,  except  Qne>  which 
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happened  in  Enirland.  That  also  took  place  in  a  cTiild, 
and  tenmnatcd  fatally  in  a  jshorler  rime  than  the  one 
here  recorded;  but  of  the  iittendmg  appearatices  I  could 
)H>t  get  an  account  in  the  least  sati^fai  tory,  nor  was  the 
case,  i  believe,  commnnicated  in  any  shape  to  the  public. 

From  a  contemplation  of  the  above  circumsiances,  it 
Eeeins  fair  to  infer,  that  the  instrument  penetrated  the 
brain,  and  that  it  passed  through  the  cerebral,  and  toward 
the  orbitar,  plate  of  the  ethmoid  bone;  for  I  cannot  con- 
ceive upon  what  principle  or  analogy  the  symptoms  and 
fatality  could  occur  from  a  superficial  injury  done  to 
the  olfactory  nerves,  the  recirrent  portion  of  the  nasal> 
and  the  sphmno-palatine  twig,  as  they  are  distributed  on 
the  pitaitary  membrane  of  the  nose.  However,  I  would 
be  glad  to  know.  Are  such  injuries  as  this  patient  suffered 
medicable  wonnds,  or  are  they  past  all  Surgery  I 

Jultf  7,  1804. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  drawing  (set  the  platr)  is  the  figure 
of  a  li  ind  belonping  to  a  child,  about  a  week  old,  who 
"was  brought  tu  nie  in  17^)5-  As  representeti  in  the  ii^ure, 
the  tops  of  the  thumb  and  fingers  were  surmouuLcti  wiib 
ivuobs,  of  a  gristly  or  cartilaginous  nature;  and  the  fingers, 
united  at  the  points  by  one  of  tiicse  kiiol)s,  were  also 
bound  together  with  membranes.  The  knobs  1  cut  ofi',  and 
severed  the  fingers,  botli  wiiich  were  easily  done,  and  foU 
lowed  by  comj^lete  success.  As  the  case  appears  rare,  I 
l-equcst  it>  iiisertion  fa  yQur  Journal,  which  will  ii^ake  it 
uqivef daily  i(no>?n. 


the  Eiiioi's  qf  ih^  Medical  and Phufical  JournuL 

pEISTLEMEKi 

In  tlie  eour'^e  of  my  practice  as  a  Surgeon  in  the  Navy,  I 
could  not  he!|>  "  'IjSL'rving  the  v(^ry  defeotivc  form  of  many 
IS;ir'^iciil  instiunieiUs  used  in  the  most  important  operations. 
VVliatcvcr  therefore  occurred  to  me  as  i»ipr4>\ ement^  in 
that  way,  I  lelt  a  manuscript  account  of  with  Mr.  Savigny, 
Surgeon*s  Instrument  Maker,  in  London,  which  he  un- 
(ler^ook  to  get  inserted  in  the  Medical  Journal  there, 
as  was  accordingly  done,  in  that  period  teal  uork  for  De- 
cember leOZf 
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Since  that  time  it  has  frequently  been  obstrved  to  ine, 
that  the  coniplic  ateness  of  the  form  of  some  of  the  im- 
proveni'  nt'i  alluded  to,  not  only  n»ukes  them  very  expen- 
sive to  the  [)iirchaser,  but  troublesome  iii  the  nppheation. 
I  have  t-uHciivoured,  for  this  reason,  to  simjilify  those, 
wkieh  trom  sugb  cousiderauous  may  be  thought  the  most 
exceptionable. 

In  the  torm  I  now  ofi'er  them,  they  iTiay  not  only  be 
made  much  cheaper  but  more  maaag^ahie^  aud,  of  course^ 
more  generally  useful. 

If  what  1  have  done  will  but  afford  a  useful  hint  to 
others  more  capable  of  such  improvements,  i  shall  be  satis- 
fied; being  rather  apprehensive,  that  from  my  present 
state  of  bealthj  1  shall  not  be  able>  by  future  experience 
msor^ervj  to  prosecute  such  improvements  further. 

I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity^  likewise,  in 
correcting  a  few  of  the  principal  alterations  and  subsfi-* 
totions^  that  hmve  been  made  without  my  knowledge  in 
the  aforesaid  manuscript :  such  corrections  bein^,  in  my 
ODinion^  absolutely  necessary  in  some  cases,  to"  explain 
woat  I  really  had  in  view^  as  I  am  rather  doubtful  that  the 
description  you  received  will  be  scarcely,  if  at  all^  under- 
stood by  the  reader. 

Presnming  therefore  that  yon  will  lallow  me  that  satis- 
faetion,  1  begin,  following  tne  order  in  the  Journal,  with 
tome  prefatory  observations  I  made  on  the  mauugemeut  of 
Insiruuiciiis  iii  general. 

1st.  In  No.^40,  p.  48(2,  for  the  twenty  inferior  lines  of 
the  second  paragraph,  instead  of  to  obviate,  &,c."-;- 
read  as  t  cvl  lou  s : 

The  c»h-)Crvaiion,  1  confess,  is  too  true,  but  may,  I 
think,  he  easily  accomueil  tor.  It  is  a  rule  with  artificers 
to  ;u  r u>;tom  their  apprentices  to  the  nsc  of  their  tools, 
betoie  they  allow  them  to  do  any  tlmii;  but  what  is  eon- 
ducive  thereto  ;  in  tliat  wav  they  uccpiire  a  certain  dexte- 
r*ty  in  the  handling  tliem,  which  tlicy  would  not  oiher-^ 
>vise  have;  and  even  others,  which  they  may  have  <icca- 
sioii  at  a  future  period  to  make  use  of,  although  tliey  should  - 
be  new  and  unknown  to  them  before. 

Were  young  surgeons  equally  industrious  in  accustom- 
ing themselves,  in  a  similar  way,  to  the  .use  of  their  in* 
strumentd,  upon  such  diilereut  substances  as  their  instriV- 
taents  are  intended  to  operate  upon,  in.  place  of  dead 
bodies,  whiQh  but  a  lew  can  have  an  opportunity  of,  they 
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frould  not  be  so  much  at  a  loss  in  managing  any  thing  .new 
as  they  often  are, 

«.  In  place  of  The  noblest  of  all  professions/*  an  epi- 
thet particularly  introduced  in  the  alteratiouB  made. — if 
any  epithet  is  thought  necessary  to  advance  the  rank  or 
merit  of  the  profession,  I  have  no  objection  to  dignify 
it  with  the  appellation  of  being  one  of  ihe  most  useful  atul 
jucessary, 

S.  P«ge48dj  paragraph  iti.j— For,  the  thread  of  the 
aciew  upon  the  legs  ot  the  frevet  should- be  coarse^  in 

order  to  regulate  its  position  or  necessary  variations  ie;iM 
more  celerih/ ;  read^  the  screw-thread  upon  the  tect,  to 
.    iit  the  trove t  to  its  place  the  sooner ^  should  be  as  coarse  as 
possible. 

*  4.  Page  484,  paragraph  iii. — Vox,  may  answer  the  pur- 
po<;e  of  a  levator^  &c. — read,  may  auswer  the  purpose  ot 
levator  with  another  siiank,  haviii'^  a  coarser  re vv  upon 
it,  and  a  ?nitablo  piece  with  a  rotatory  motion  on  the  eiui 
of  it,  which,  in  the  operation,  shoidd  he  placed  under  tiie 
<h  pres-i';n;  the  handle  of  the  instrument,  in  that  case,  be- 
ing turned  the  opposite  way  from  what  it  should  be  in 
niakin^T  tlie  j)erlbration. 

5.  Pw'iv  48^),  parnrrrnph  iv.  and  line  5. — If  ho  can  there 
f  in 1 1  o(l i;<  ('  liie  ijisirument" — read,  It  he  can  there  thrust 
in  ilie  [ustrunient,  or  if  the  very  decayed  state  of  the  tooth 
or  stump  does  not  forbid  the  application  of  it  to  that  par- 
tic  ul^r  place. 

6.  iPage  4d7>  paragraph  i. — last  five  lines  wholly  super* 

added. 

7.  Paragraph  iii.  lino  1. — For  contracted,  re^d  extetuUd; 
line  6, — for  extended,  read  spread. 

8.  Page  487.  Tin  following  notice  is  given,  immedi-: 
ate*  J  after  the  description  of  the  instrument  for  extract^ 
ing  Dones,  pins,  8cc.  in  the  oesophagus,  viz,  ''The  above 
ins^nimenti'  with  Mr.  Cruikshank's  admirable  contrivance 
for  extracting  pieces  of  money,  &c.  and  the  sponge  pro* 
bat^g,  arranged  in  a  compact  case,  arc  at  all  times  to  be 
inct  with  at  bavigny*s." 

From  the  above  notification,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
instrument  I  have  recommended,  will  not  answer  the  same 
pu  ■  pose  as  Mr.  Cruikshanks's. 

^  1  would  be  glad  to  know  what  objection  there  can  be 

against  using  of  my  instrument  in  extracting  a  piece  of 
inoney,  as  well  as  any  other  substance  that  should  not  be 
forced  down  into  the  stomach.  It  will  surely  retpiirc  loss 
de  Y  f?»ity  in  spreading-  liic  uui-^ut  uiider  a  piece  of  money 

to 
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to  be  ektracted.  than  in<  catsckm?  it  with  a  book  t  and  in 
withdrawing  the  instniiMnt,  it  will  more  readily  be  brought 
op,  therefore  it  most  answer  all  the  ends  proposed  by  Mr* 
Craikshanks,  and  consequently  supersede  its  use'. 

The  more  readily  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  im* 
provements  now  propotied^  it  is  necessary  to  refer  the 
leader^  who  is  not  acquainted  with  my  former  deaigas^ 
to  your  Journal  for  December  1802. 

In  place  of  the  trevet  or  triangular  rest  for  suspending 
the  saw,  and  preventing  it,  in  the  ojx^ration  uf  the  tre()an, 
from  slipping  siuklcnlv  down  upon  the  brain,  a  kiiul  of 
maehinery  tliat  must  unavoidably  retjUiie  sotnc  time  in  ad- 
jnstrng  it  to  tiie  unccjual  surface  of  the  head;  the  danger 
dreaded  in  that  Optra tiou  may  as  certainly  he  avoided, 
in  a  much  more  simple  way,  hy  a  rectangular  prop,  one 
side  of  which  l■^  to  form  the  foot  and  the  other  the  handle. 
The  foot  to  hi  pouited  at  the  lower  end,  and  to  rest  per- 
pendicularly upon  tiic  rraiuum.  The  lever  should  be  of 
the  same  length  as  the  haudle,  aad  move  upon  it  by  a 
•pivot  near  the  anirle. 

h  is  not  necessary  that  the  screw  upon  the  shanks  of 
the  trephine  should  be  so  very  fine  as  in  the  former  design ; 
a  coarser  one^  of  about  seventy  or  eighty  threads  to  the 
ioch,  I  dare  say,  will  answer  the  end  proposed  very  well. 

The  fineness  of  the  screw  upon  the  shanks^  not  only 
makes  it  very  liable  to  be  broken,  but  considerably  en* 
hances  the  price  of  the  instniment. 

In  working  the  trephine  npon  the  latter  plan,  the  ope- 
rator having  previously  made  a  small  hole  near  the  (>lace 
to  be  perforated,  to  receive  the  pointed  eiuJ  of  the  foot, 
,  takes  a  firm  hold,  with  his  left  hand,  of  the  handle  of  the 
support  and  lever;  and  with  his  right  hand,  the  handle  of 
'  the  trephine ;  the  saw,  in  the  course  of  the  operation,  is 
raised  or  depressed  at  any  particular  point,  merely  by 
the  inclination  of  the  prop  and  motion  of  the  iever^ 
through  which  the  shank  of  the  trephine  is  screwed. 

The  prfcference  of  the  latter  design  to  the  former,  must 
be  very  obvious ;  from  the  latter  instrument  being  at  once 
fitted  to  the  place  to  be  operated  upon,  requiring  less  time 
in  its  necessary  variations  during  the  operation,  and  by 
resting  more  hnnly  upon  the  bone  than  the  Ibrmer  can 
upon  the  teguments,  it  will  be  wrought  more  steadily. 

It  lias  oecuired  to  nie,  smet  writing  the  above,  that  the 
trephine  may  likewise**  be  very  aptly  prevented  from  slip* 
p!n?r  ?^uddenly  down  upon  the  brain,  in  i be  operation  of 
ihc  trepan^  merely  by  its  shauk^  cither  plaiu  or  with  a 

screw 
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screw  upon  it,  passing  through  a  ball  confined  «a  a  lockef 
in  the  upper  or  horizontal  portion  of  'Such  a  rectangular 
fiapport  as  n  now  recoinmended  in  preference  of  the  tievet, 
with  a  spring  fooi  to  it  to  rest  upon  the  craAiam,  anA 
wrought  in  the  above  manner. 

The  last  method  of  guarding  the  trephine  is  not  only 
very  siiuple,  but,  I  think,  will  be  found  the  nost  manage* 
abje  of  any  I  have  yet  thought  of. 

No  surgeon  of  experience,  in  wounds  and  contusions  of 
the  head,  1  presume,  will  object  to  the  instrument  resting 
upon  the  bone  in  this  o[)oration  as  is  lu  re  [)roposed,  know- 
ing, ihal  any  material  injuiy  done  the  head,  is  occasioned 
by  the  violence  or  force  with  whicli  the  blow  is  given. — 
However,  any  surgeon  disliking  that  method  of  steadying 
tlie  instrnment,  may  very  easily  fix  a  cushion  to  the  loot 
ot  it,  which  he  may  rest  either  on  the  bone  or  tegumeutSy 
OA  lie  thinks  proper. 

T%e  Raspatory. 

Two  trepanning  saws  of  different  sizes  being  all  the  va» 
Tiety  required  in  general  practice,  the  raspatory  may  l^e 
made  to  answer  its  end  more  readily  in  a  much  moie  sim- 
ple and  cheaper  manner,  than  according  to  the  de&iga 
ia  yonr  Journal  tor  December,  ISO'l, 

in  place  of  the  adjusting  slide,  the  blades  may  be 
made  to  slide  on  both  sides  of  the  shank,  proportioning 
the  distance  between  the  centre-pin  and  blade,  on  one  side, 
to  the  diameter  of  the  largest  saw;  and  the  distance  be- 
tween ^the  centre-pin  and  blade  on  the  other  8ide>  to  the 
diameter  of*the  smallest  saw^  and  the  blade  in  nse  to  be 
secured  by  a  screw  for  that  purpose. 

Care  should  be  taken  in  forming  the  blades  v of  the  r«ft« 
patory^  that  they  may  not  be  made  broader  than  ncces- 
sary ;  for  the  fore  and  back  part  descr'tbing  two  diffeieot 
cacles^  in  perforating  a  part  of  the  circle,  which^  in  some 
casesi  the  operalor-  may  wish  to  do,  the  back  part  of  t|)e 
blade  will  rub  so  much  against  the  side  of  the  perforation 
as  to  be  checked  in  its  progress. 

Surgeons,  who  do  not  'think  proper  to  make  use  of  the 
raspatory,  according  to  its  original  intention,  will  find  this 
instrument  very -'suitable  for  removing  any  small  portion 
of  the  cranium^  or  of  any  other  bone^  or  where  a  narrow 
or  small  opening  is  required  which  cannot  be  made  by  the 
trephine.  This  instrument,  by  placing  the  centre-pm  in 
two  different  places,  will  make  such  an  opeoing^as  may  be 
intended. 
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If  this  iBitrument  can  be  so  usefully  employed^  in  place 
of  one  so  very  t]n6t  for  its  purpose^  it  cannot  well  be 
considered  as  making  many  onnecessary  additions  to  the 
iBStniments  for  the  operation  in  qnestioD. 

In  any  attempt  to  make  the  trepanning  instruments  as 
portable  as  possible^  and  to  diminish  their  number^  tbe 
difierent  blaaes  of  the  raspatory  may  be  made  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  that  instrument  by  making  them  to  slide 
perpenaicnlarly  in  the  circumference  of  the  saw,  and  to 
pnyect  occasionally  beyond  tbe  teethj  as  far  as  the  ope** 
nunc,  for  any  of  the  particular  purposes  mentioned^  may 
diiak  proper- 

Lenticular, 

I  have  been  informed^  that  some  very  respectable  sor* 
geons  now  seldom,  if  ever,  make  use  of  the  lenticular,  com'* 
pleting  the  perforation  at  once  with  the  saw* 

How  it  is  possible  to  complete  the  perforation  with  tbe 
lawt  of  a  bone  in  some  parts  so  yery  unequal  in  its  thick*  ^ 
nm  as  the  cranium,  and  furrowed  so  deeply  in  some 
places  within  by  the  blood-vessels  of  the  dura  mater, 
without  cutting  some  of  them,  or  otherwise  materially  in- 
juring: that  mimbrane,  which  we  know  likewisL*  adheres 
very  fast  to  the  intcnial  isurlacc  of  the  bone,  1  cannot 
conceive. — Were  the  operator  certain  of  the  membrane 
king  detached,  hy  n  (oliecuoii  of  matter  b<  tvvixt  it  and 
the  scull,  he  might  consider  such  an  iii^iruinent,  in  com- 
ploiine  the  perforation  unnecessary;  but  until  some  ruk  li 
laid  down,  Uy  vvliitli  we  can  he  assured  of  the  membrane 
being  separated  from  the  bone,  the  perforation  cannot 
be  completed  hy  the  saw,  but  at  the  risk  of  iujuring  th^ 
dura  mater,  or  cutting  &aiae  of  its  vessels. 
DtmfrU^,  i  am,  &c. 

^nl      1604.  JAKDINEp  ^ 

BXPLANATION  OF  TBE  FLATS. 
1.  A  «ieir  of  the  treplnie  MupuKlcd  by  m  PSGtsogvlar  prop  iostaA 

Hp.  Q.  A  suie  view  of  the  sbankii  of  the  trephine  screwed  tbrough  tbe  butt 

£.  the  foot  with  a  spring  surrounding  a  spindle  that  passes  easily  throiiiih 
^  topd^^One  eiid  of  the  spriag  is  mod  fit/,  aadlhe  ocher  to  the  nug  ^  . 

3.  Tbe  raspatory— A.  the  blade  hxcd  in  tiie  lUile  to  fona  tbe  Isrgest 
mimm  ^  thdUde  Ibr  rtoeiving  the  bled^  ta  form  tbe  smallest  drde; 

P*S.  Mr«  Savigoy,  surely,  could  not  have  misunderstood 
Nieipmucbi  when  I  ^aye  him  permission  to  publish  the 

description 
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description  of  the  instruments  I  left  with  him,  as  to  think 
that  he  had  permission  from  me  to  alter  the  manuscript  as 
he  thought  proper.  No,  that  was  not  my  design ;  but  as  he 
was  in  doubt  at  first  whether  it  would  be  best  to  publish  an 
account  of  them  in  a  pamphlet^  or  in  the  Medical  Journal 
of  London ;  1  allowea  h\m,  in  any  manner  he  thought 
proper,  that  is,  either  in  the  Medical  Journal  of  jLondon^ 
or  in  a  pamphlet  by  itself. 


To  the  Editors  of  tfie  Medical  and  Phj(/ical  Journal. 

6sNTLEltEN> 

The  following  Case  having  lately  occurred  to  me,  X 
.doubt  not  but  it  will  be  acceptable' to  the  Naturalist,  and 
the  Profession  io  general ;  as  such,  I  send  it  (with  a  draw- 
ing) for  your  approbation,  and  request  its  insertioii  in  the 
Med,  Journal. 

I  am,  &c. 

THOMAS  EDGAK. 

Fakinkam^  Nmfilk,  Jane  14>  1804i 

Matuew  Nobes,  of  Stibbard,  in  tlii^  ncighbonrboo<f, 
a  chimney-sweeper,  two  years  and  a  liaU  sincc%  observed 
an  excrescence  about  the  size  ot,  and  jn  appearance  like, 
a  wart  upon  the  inferior  part  of  his  scrotum  ;  it  was,  la 
the  best  of  his  recollection,  unattended  with  any  humour 
or  inflammation,  nor  was  it  preceded  by  any  injury  Io  thai 
part.  It  continued  increasing  in  size  and  hardnesa  imul 
It  became  a  perfect  horn,  as  represented  in  the  Drawing. 
fSee  plate,)  This  elongation  of  the  epidermis  is  composed 
of  Iamella3  disposed  in  a  longitudinal  airection. 

From  its  inconvenient  position,  and  the  pain  it  gave 
him  when  in  exercise,  more  especially  so  in  climbio^  up 
a  chimney,  (for  in  either  case  he  turned  the  point  ot  the 
horn  upwards)  be  applied  to  me  for  its  removal.  It  was 
taken  off  on  the  Uth  of  Mav  last;  a  tolerable  bleeding 
followed,  (which  was  stopned  by  compressure)  the  edges 
of  the  wound  were  retained  in  contact  by  three  llgntures, 
and  the  wound  was  soon  cicatrized.  The  testicle  and  its 
.vaginal  coat  were  unaffected.       '       ^  ,  ^ 

The  circumference  of  its  base  is  two  inches  and  n  half; 
•at  its  apex,  three-quarters  of  au  inch;  and  three  inches 

and 
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wi  a  half  in  length.  He  twice  cut  off  a  piece  ihe  size 
•f  that  which  is  shewn  in  the  Dmwing,  as  detached  iioiu 
the  horn.  •  '  •» 

Doctor  Monro,  during  his  Let  lurcs,  exhibits  a  straight' 
horn,  iihoiii  tour  inches  in  lengthy  taken  iroin  the  tore-» 
iicad  ot  a  wouiau. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal^ 

I  Hasten  to  lay  hefore  you  some  Papers  just  arrived  from 
Dablin.  Individually,  Members  of  the  Medical  Council 
of  the  Royal  Jenneriaii  Society,  f  tlunk  ye  will  feel  high- 
ly gratified,  as  the  coiueius  of  thcin  art  of  more  import- 
ance than  a  iuho  vijliiiue  of  speculative  opinions.  Willi 
respect  to  the  lines  relating  to  myself,  i  enclose  them^  in 
oidtf  to  b\io\v  \\u\v  well  founded  were  niy  aLanus  uu  the 
spreading  abroad  of  the  pernicious  pamphlet 
SMiay  Square,       viij,  I8O4.  J.  W. 

To  Dr.  WALKER. 
Re<i<knt  Inoculator  to  the  Royal  Jenneriaa  Society ^  London.  . 

Sir, 

Tlic  publication  of  ^Ir.  fJoldson's  cases  of  small-pox 
subsequent  to  vnceinntioii,  having  occasioned  some  uneasi* 
ness  in  the  ininds  of  several  persons  in  this  kinj^dom,  I  \va!i 
induced  to  try  its  validity  by  an  experiment^  the  result  (»f 
which,  I  hope,  will  appear  so  satisfactory  to  you,  (who 
have  shown  so  much  anxiety  to  promote  public  confi« 
dence  in  the  efficacv  of  vaccination)  that  ^ou  will  havd 
the  goodness  to  make  it  generally  known  m  every  wa^ 
you  may  think  proper. 

I  am,  &e. 

Ikhlin,  Sf.  Amln  ^c  Sired,  J.  CRICG I  ITON% 

AMgutt  10,  X804.  Member  of  the  Royal  Col  lege  of 

Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

Having  had  for  some  years  past  the  medical  and  surgi- 
cal control  of  two  Q:reat  instttationsy  namely  the  Found* 
ling  Uospifal  and  Dispensary  for  the  Infant  Poor-  and 

Vaccine 
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Vaoeine  Iftoculatioa  in  DaUin,  which  have  affbrded  me 
aoiple.  mesas  of  co-operating  with  others  in  distributing 
the  benefit  of  vaccine  inoculation  thoughout  this  city  atna 
kingdom,  I  feel  anxious  to  contribnte,  as  far  iis  in  niy 

power,  to  restore  to  every  person  iliat  confidence  in  the 
permanent  efficacy  of  cow-po(  k  inoculation,  which  truth 
must  ever  command,  and  which  a  late  publitatiun  tioui 
Mr.  Goldson,  surgeon,  at  Portspa,  has  called  in  question. 
As  the  express  object  of  Mr.  Goldson's  work  is  to 
that  the  vaccine  iuoculation,  although  found  to  be  a  pre-» 
▼t  iitive  against  the  small-pox  for  two  or  three  years,  had, 
in  certain  canes,  ci'a>ed  to  prove  so  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  the  lb  How  ing  expenments  were  made  tu  ascertain 
this  important  point. 

On  the  24th  of  Jul v  last,  I  made  choice  of  fifteen  healthy 
children,  some  of  wiiom  had  been  iaoculated  by  me  near 
•four  years,  and  all  above  three  years  ago,  with  vaccine 
infection,  (the  first  used  in  this  kingdom)  every  one  of 
whom  had  the  disease  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  as  ap* 
pears  from  the  different  records  kept  in  the  Foundling 
Hospital,  and  the  distinct  mark  of  vaccine  inoculation  on 
the  arm  of  each  child ;  and  having  procured  a  child  whh 
a  great  quantity  of  smalltpox  infection  in  its  most  active 
state,  I  committed  them  to  the  care  of  George  Stewart^ 
Esq.  Sttrgeon-General,  who,  with  the  greatest  attention^ 
inserted  the  variolous  matter  (taken  from  the  pustules  of 
the  small-pock  child)  into  the  arms  of  each  of  the  fifteen 
children,  and  afterwards  continued  them  in  the  same 
room  with  the  sick  child,  where  they  have  ever  sinco  re* 
mained,  heaving  constant  communication  with  it  in  every 
way,  and  frequently  in  the  same  bed.  Sec. 

On  the  third  day,  the  punctures  in  the  arms  of  every 
child  inflamed,  and  cooiiiiucd  tu  go  on  in  most  of  tb<riu 
in  the  usual  way  of  small-pox  inoculation  until  the  eighth 
day,  when  all  graduallv  began  to  decline  without  pro- 
ducing cither  sickness  or  eruption;  suihciently  evincing 
that  cow-pock  inoculauon  hi*d  proved  a  permanent  pro- 
tection to  the  consurntion  of  efcry  one  of  the  foregoing 
children  from  the  2>niaii-pox. 

Conceiving  that  a  business  so  highly  interesting  in  its 
iKitiire  could  not  be  conducted  with  too  much  precision 
and  publicity,  I  have  a:reat  pleasure  in  subjoining  the 
names  of  the  toUowing  respectable  professional^eatlemen, 
who  were  so  good  as  to  witness  the  progress,  ana  who  join 

with 
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with  me  in  congratulating  the  public  on  the  happy  result 
#f  thesis  eApeiimeutii. 

John  Cbumfton^  Esq.  M.  D.  Member  of  the  College  of 

Physicians* 

KLPrS^O  BHEEfEsq.  9f  A«  .Ry*}  Co««8»- 

Abr.  Colle*.  Esq.   ^  S       ''^  Sargeww  m  fieland. 

—  WiLso^f,  Esq.  Surgeon,  3d  RegtmeDt  of  Dragooiii. 

—  Jones,  Esq.  Assistant  Surgeon,  ditto. 
*— ^  M'^ialljj  Esq.  Sui*geon>  Armagh'  M iiitia. 

We  arp  mtjch  oMif^ed  to  Dr.  Walk(»r  for  the  vnlonblc  communication  ?m» 
has  ol'tajat-d,  and  ilmik  it  will,  as  ut  ll  a->  tlK^  toyoiyiajr,  inaterialli^  tend  to 
ptttau  eud  lu  aii  lurtiier  contruver!>v .  iUe  uible  contaiuiog  Mr.  CricKbtOQ^* 
tfteen  cases,  detailed  from  daj  to  day,  is  peculiarly  sadsfactor)',  aiid  mouKh 
too  long  for  pabUcatioiiin  our  Journal,  ought  to  oe  carefuHy  kept  in  the 
•fdiives  of  the  society.   The  author,  howeirrr,  in  his  very  short  iMlbsia 

On  the  third  day  the  punctures,  ^^c.'*)  has  com  eved  the  substance.  Wo 
toiok  there  was  pcruliiur  propriety  iu  IMr.  Crict^hLuti's  aillin^  upon  another 
^tleman  to  luocuiate;  and  die  succesii  uf^Mr.  btcwart,  !>urgeon  ^cnci-al, 
10  producing  the  e^t  [locall  io  every  subject,  shews  the  matter  to  hava 
M  aohre  and  well  afiptiett  Eoit. 


7«  the  EdUars  of  the  Mtdic^  and  Phytkal  Jdfurml* 
Gbntlvmsn, 

DoUBTC  having  lately  beeo  expressed,  that  vaccine 
inocalalioo  will  not  prevent  sinall-pox  for  more  than  three 
yean,  I  beg  the  iosertioa  of  the  following  cases  in  your 
iiefol  Joomaly  as  the  first  three  of  tliem  shew  that  the 
pmentive  power  of  vaccine  inoculation,  at  least,. exceeds 
roar  years,  and  am  persuaded  ought  to  he  considered  aa 
permaneDt 

1  Maria  Fuller,  aged  10  years  1  Inoculaied  w  ith 
fi  John  Fuller,  aged    8  years     >     Cow-Poek  in 

3  Edwin  Fuller,        aged   (3  years    )      May,  1800. 

4  William  Fuller,  aged  4  years,  ditto  April,  1803. 
i»  Surah  Ann  Fuller,  aged  16  months,  diUoMard\,  1804. 

The  cow-pock  in  all  run  the  usual  regular  course. 

The  parents  w  ished  the  above  children  to  be  inoculated 
with  variolous  matter  as  a  tc%t  of  the  efficacy  of  the  first 
inoculation.   Accordingly,  this  was  done  June  5,  ld04. 

The 
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Jhine  9»  evident  marks  of  inflamniatioD  in  the  arms  of  all* 
June  13^  the  ioflammatioD  on  the. arm  of  Sarnh  Ahm 
pone;  on  those  of  Maria  and  Edwin  subsiding,  but  the 
inoculated  parts  contained  matter ;  tw9  days  Jat^r  there 
only  remained  on  each  a  dry  scab.   In  John  and  William 
the  infiaoimation  .on  the  arms  w^s  more  considerable,  aad 
lasted  some  days  longer:  on  the  arm  of  John^  very  ueivr  to 
the  part  inoculated,  two  small  pimples  appeared,  but  no 
eruptions  besides,    William  had  two  small  pimples  on  the 
lower  arm  and  one  on  the  cIk  c  k,  which  reaiaiaed  out  a 
few  days,  but  never  contained  a  fluid. 

In  Edwin  and  Ann  there  was  no  perceptible  indisposiuon. 
Maria,  John,  and  \V  liliam  had  some  stiffness  under  the 
arm,  and  a  slight  degree  of  feverish  heat  on  the  seventh 
and  eighth  days  after  inoculation;  John  had  the  most,  the 
inflammation  at  the  part  inoculated  being  the  greatest. 
The  above  cases  were  sht-wn  to  several  medical  e^eiulcmen, 
wfio  all  agreed  tliat  the  prior  cow-pock  laoculatiOQ  had^ 
ciiectually  prevented  small-pox. 

Thomas  Fuller,  aged  twelve  years,  a  brother  of  the  above 
children,  had  been  inoculated  with  smali-pox  matter  above 
ten  years  ago ;  and  though  he  had  then  no  eruption  of 
pustules,  was  supposed  to  have  had  the  disease ;  he  had 
afterwards  been  repeatedly  allowed  to  go  near  persona 
affected  with  conflueut  smail-pox  with  impunity.   He  was 
again  inoculated  with  smalUpox  matter  at  the  particular 
request  of  his  mother,  at  the  same  time  and  from  the  same 
source  (viz.  June  5,  L804)  as  the  above  children.   He  was 
seized  with  feverish  symptoms  on  the  sixth  day,  and  bad 
a  copious  eruption  of  small-pox  pufitules  over  the  face  aod 
body  on  the  eighth  day,  which  run  the  usual  course,  and 
left  several  marks  behind.    This  last  case  demonstrates 
that  the  variolotis  matter  employed  for  inocnUtion,  was 
sufficient  to  have  produced  small-pox  in  all,  had  not  the 
previous  vaccine  moculation  prevented  it.    The  slight 
febrile  svmptoms  on  the  seventh  and  eighth  days,  which 
occurred  in  those  who  had  had  cow-pox,  may,  I'conoeive^ 
fairly  be  attributed  to  local  irritation. 

I  am,  &c. 

Le«cs,  Augutt  12,  iao4.  W.  CROCUFORD^ 


r 


Dig 


'    (   209  ) 

Ti^  ike  Ediiors  qf  the  MedUal  and  Phjufical  Jourmh 

To  the  man  of  letters,  philosoplior,  and  pliiiaQtliKipist, 
ami/ie  of  pleasure  must  display  iis»*ir,  wlicn  he  casts  his 
eve  over  the  %vide  field  of  medical  discussion  and  rc^  arch, 
which  has  been  entered  ot*  late,  with  so  much  candour; 
wlicrc  we  find  those  ])ranch€.s  of  the  prrdession,  who  bav<^ 
not  bien  honoiiied  witii  the  distiri'j.nishing  mark  of  M.  D. 
dnniT^  to  call  in  qaestion,  opinions  advnnceil  by  the  very 
fathers  of  medicine;,  the  tirst  rate  [>ii\sicians  of  their  day. 
Your  Journal  is  the  nicdinni  tli rough  wliich  much  useful 
information  has  been  given  by  the  exertions  of  liberal  and 
disinterested  men;  men  who  are  not  wrapped  up  in  uo- 
christihn-like  apathy,  and  who  do  not  conceal  their  talents 
inanapkioy  or  throw  cold  water  on  a  sabject,  meriting 
the  wannest  rapport  of  investigation  from  every  miiD,  whose 
heart  throini  with  benevolent  desires. 

if  my  endeavours  may  tend  to  ward  off  a  weapon,  which 
bssbeen  lately  wielded,  against  a  discovery  inferior  to  « 
aone,  in  point  of  the  blessings  and  advantages  which 
mast  ultimately  accrue  from  it,  1  shall  be  gla4  if  you 
Wfii  find  a  {>laoe  Ibr  the  insertion  of  this  paper. 

There  is  a  man  in  this  neighbourhood^  wno  has  gained 
tUvdihood  by  fbUbwIn^  the  ooeupation  of  itinerant  ino* 
cvlilor^  and  is  distinguished  with  the  epithet  of  Inocnlat* 
tng  Doctor,  who  has  variolated  bis  thonsandsj  and  tens  of 
tkomamk!  In  the  course  of  his  praetiee  aaiongst  the  ^h* 
lintry,  be  has  frequently  been  disappointed  in  infecting 
ngny  of  his  lipplicants,  and  was  perfectly  unable  to  ac- 
coQBt  for  fab  fkiliires,  until  many  of  them  talked  of  having 
formerly  had  the  cow-pox.  At  length,  the  theme  of  the 
cow-pox  so  often  rang  iu  his  ears,  as  to  induce  hiui  to 
Wppose,  that  there  really  was  some  truih  iii  whnt  he  had 
heard  so  often  asserted  ;  namely,  that  those  who  had  been 
infected  w  ith  it,  could  never  take  the  >tiiall-pox.  After  this 
iniuniiatiuu,  when  he  met  with  persons  he  could  uotinlect, 
be  always  asked  if  they  had  had  the  cow-po.v  ;  the  answer 
being  in  the  atlinnjitive,  he  has  declared  his  inability  to 
nivf  iheni  the  sniall-pov,  and  their  security  I'roni  ii  to  have 
a»iscn  Iruui  the  cause  already  assip^ned.  Yet  s joie  people, 
aiseiitini^  to  this  fact,  observe,  when  the  matter  is  taken 
from  the  human  subject,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  its 
properties  are  so  chaoged^  tiiut  it  kooa  losea  its  original 
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'  i  ffectM,  snd  may  render  the  cM>n8dtntioii  again  tmceptible 
of  the  variolous  infectioD,  after  preserving  it  for  a  few 
years,  which  some  have  said,  since  the  pubRcation  of  Mr. 
Goldson's  pamphlet,  appears  to  be  the  case.  Saoh  ideas 
from  individofus  who  never  made  the  laws  of  animal  eea* 
nomy  their  study^  are  very  excusable;  hot  I  cannot  restrain 
my  astonishment,  when  I  find  Mr.  O.  the  first  to  broach 
Und  support  this  noxious  doctrine,  which  has  already  ri* 
vetted  manv  to  their  unfounded  prejudices,  and  henneti* 
cally  sealed  every  avenue  to  reason  and  conviction ;  such 
ere  the  baneful  effects  of  this  pernicious  pamphlet.  Does 
not  every  one,  wliose  knowledgt'  is  not  extremely  circum- 
sciibed,  know,  ihat  specific  poisons  or  contagions  arc  ia- 
vested  with  the  peculiar  power  of  assiniilatini;  or  convert- 
ing the  humours  of  the  body  lo  their  own  particular  pro- 
perties; this  is  an  incontrovertible  fact,  which  daily  expe- 
rience tearlies  us,  and  wliicli  has  been  known  tV)r  ceiiiu- 
ries;  but  the  manner  in  which  this  cliange  is  eHectetl,  is 
one  of  the  many  hidden  my«^tcric>  ot  Nature,  which  man, 
in  his  finite  capacity,  may  never  be  able  to  coniprehend; 
yet  some  are  so  sce[)tical  as  to  douijt  every  thing  they  can- 
not understand ;  with  ^.uch,  it  is  hard  to  decide,  whether 
pride  or  folly  is  most  predominant.    If  the  above  proposi- 
tion is  doubted^  I  would  ask,  how  does  the  rabies  caoina 
infect  every  animal  that  we  know  of,  without  losing  one 
atom  of  its  virulence  ?  The  lues  venerea  also  proves  the 
truth  of  the  position  in  the  human  body*  It  has  been  Mlif 
proved,  that  the  infection  of  the  cow«pox  has  been  recH 
procally  given  and  taken  between  the  cow  and  the  milker, 
that  one  milker  has  given  it  to  another;  yet,  notwitfastaad* 
ing  every  ppssible  variety  and  change,  from  subject  to  sqIk 
ject,  its  prooerties  remain  the  same.   Mr.  G.  okmryes,  he 
wishes'  tne  puainess  to  be  caUnly  and  <|uieliy  discuraed, 
without  exciting  controversv  ;  or  somethins  to  this  efiect 
Can  he  suppose  that  the  curcufation  of  a  pampniet,  freighted 
with  sncli  poisonous  materials,  and  wafted  through  the 
world  by  tne  popular  gale  of  prejudice  and  ignorance, 
should  escape  censure  f  or  that  people  are  to  reqiiMn  iilea^ 
and  behold  with  an  eye  of  apathy  that  which  hath  iooe 
irreparable  injury  to  the  cause  of  bnmanitv  ?    Let  me  ask, 
what  were  the  motives  which  induced  Mr.  G,  to  puhlish 
his  book?  Had  they  proceeded  from  a  tmly  benevolent 
source,  why  did  he  not  wait  piiiieiiiiy  iiuul  liic  necessary 
enquiries  were  instituted,  and  answer*  had  been  received 
respecting  what  he  terms  failures  of  vaccination?  then  pa- 
f\%y  of  x^oj^ve  cou)4  i^^v^r  have  hcea  doubted;  it  is  ta^.v  to 
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make  professions^  but  it  is  from  actions  that  correct  opini* 
$>m  nre  to  be  deduced. 

The  late  Dr.  Brown^  a  naval  surgeoa  of  considerable  re- 
pite,  who  had  been  practisine  some  time  at  Portsmouth^ 
lafermed  me  that  he  was  called  to  witness  a  Forismouth 
fmluft  of  the  cow-pox»  wherein  subsequent  inoculation 
with  Tariolotts  matter  bad  produced  the  disease.  Yon  may 
guess  what  was  his  surpriaie,  when  hcj  in  company  with 
others  of  the  profession^  saw  the  child ;  he  enquired  where 
the  eruption  was?  (the  child's  arm  being  denuded)  but  lo! 
it  hsud  fled ;  be  was  answered  it  was  very  visible  yesterday. 
How  the  tide  of  their  unnaturalioy  must  soon  have  ebbed! 
But  I  beg  you  to  observe^  that  this  is  unt  maladic  nouirlie, 
which  may  aptly  hv  Ri  iiiccl  the  Portsmouth  variola  epkc" 
Vicra,    Dr.  Brown'.^  rLUsoiiing  on  the  suhu't^l  clid     edit  to 
faim,  und  the  truth  ot'  his  opinion  iuis  btcii  coaiiuncd  auU 
cxpcTK  need  by  Mr.  King.  He  said  it  was  easy  to  conceive, 
that  viruh  nt  matter  introduced  into  the  system,  nii^ht 
produce  local  iutiammution,  and  even  constitutional  de^ 
ranpfement,  yet  it  was  evident  that  the  asseverations  of  the 
geniienicii  were  not  substantiated  ;  for  nothing  Vikc  the 
small-pox  was  the  result  ot  the  subbecjueiit  inoculation. 
Mr.  G.  states,  that  he  infected  patients  with  ilie  varioloui 
matter  taken  from  those  who  had  been  previously  vaecin* 
ated;  I  mention  this  circumstance  on  the  supposition  that 
the  vaccine  matter  previously  employed  had  been  genuine, 
which  It  certainly  was  not :  1  say,  let  him  avail  himself  of 
this,  his  favorite  apd  mighty  argument,  and  observe  how 
weak  and  iatite  it  will  appear,   iUoes  not  ev<  ry  one  know 
that  nurses  and  mothers^  who  suckle  their  children  that 
sie  ill  of  the  smalUpox,  frequently  have  an  eruption  of 
pox  oa  their  breasts,  Avhen  tliey  themselves  have  formerly 
had  the  complaint f  an(l  can  it  be  dou!>ti-<l,  whether  matter 
from  this  sonree  will  produce  the  idiojiathic  -  disease  ? 
Then,  from  parity  of  reaBQoing»  matter  introduced  into 
the  arm«fter  vaocuiation,  may  be  employed  for  a  similar 
purpose,  and  ytill  exert  its  aecustomed  innnence  over  the 
aodjr^  which  is*  not  prepared  to  resist  itj  by  means  of  the 
vaccine  aotidote,  that  will 

For  ;^es,  on  the  w'la^a  of  love,  be  horn,  ^ 
Ta  Mes»  the  rich^  the  wiatdied;  aiid  forlorn; 
WliUit  tniUiMS  shall  to  Jehnkr  ndaef 
ThiyugftQilt  the  wQrldi  a  monument  of  imiae, 

I  hive  many  proofs  in  my  own  possession  of  the  pro^ 
phyloctic  powers  of  the  vaccine  virus ;  but  it  is  not  tieces- 
l^mj  to  malce  further  mention  of  proofs^  which  fur  years 
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have  been  teeming  on  the  public  in  accumulated  n umber s> 
or  to  take  up  any  more  of  your  Journal^  wbich  will  be 
better  employed  in  prosecuting  medical  reseaicb,  iii  flEiat 
ters  that  nave  not  oeen  proved  with  that  precision  and 
Certainty  which  the  subject  of  this  paper  will  appear  t6 
have  been,  to  any,  save  the  sceptic^  whose  perverted  rear-' 
son  only  views  objects  for  the  sake  of  inverting  them. 

I  am>  &c, 

JUmt^,  Bmu$,  dufg.  %  1804.  BALPH  CUMING. 


LETTER  II. 

O7  Quacks  and  Empibioism* 
Cbabactbbs  IL  anb  IlL 

Da.  GfUFFENBCEG.    Db*  Mayebs^acb. 

So  wonderful  Iv  con-uncted  is  the  limn  an  Irame,  so 
complicated  are  the  diseases  to  which  it  is  liable,  as  to 
demand  the  most  intense  study  to  acquire  the  knowledge 
of  one^  and  Jong  and  deep  experience  to  prevent  the 
o^er.   The  most  sagacious  professor  of  inedioiiM  is  aeii* 
sible  how  inadequate  are  often  his  utmost  exertions  to 
discover>  and  consequently  to  remove^  the  oavaes  of  dia» 
ease  and  death.    He  laudably  avails  himself  of  eveij 
phnnomenon,  of  Symptom,  of  habiti  of  weather,  of  age^  of 
secretions  and  excretions,  and  by  a  soiciitific  combinaiiofi» 
is  often  happy  enough  to  ascertain  not  only  cause  Mil 
effect,  but  the  remedies  which  they  indicate.  Among 
other  means,  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  state  of  the  uriae> 
by  which  much  may  be  suggested  in  febrile,  hepatic,  suid 
many  other  diseases;  but,  upon  this  alonc^  his  previons 
Icnowledge  would  iiot  suffer  him^  to  depend,  if  he  possess 
any  regard  for  the  welfare  of  his  patient.  If,  therefore, 
the  best  informed  physicians  find  this  excretion  inade- 
qiiate  to  successful  practice,  it  must  prove  so  in  a  greater 
and  more  seriuus  degree  with  the  ignorant  impostor  ;  but 
to  such  indeed,  who  c<jn(inc  their  practice  to  ilie  exhibi- 
tion of  one  or  two  Dostnuns  for  every  disease  of  the  human 
consrirution,  it  is  the  saiac  thing,  whether  they  inspect  the 
uriti'i  or  the  spittle,  for  the  inspection  is  a  mere  pretence,  in 
order  to  deceive  the  igrioratit  and  impose  upon  credulity. 
The  practice,  however^  lias  hceu  sauctioned  .by  auuquity. 
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tnd  erdi  by  peisoiit^  whoie  general  mferoiatioii  should 
bart  shielded  them  fron^  the  arts  of  impositioD.  If  I  mis* 
tafceiiotj  even  the  ereaf  Borlelgh  was  a  dupe  to  this  spe- 
cies of  imposition ;  oat  this  is  less  siirprisine  than  that>  at  ^ 

the  present  day.  Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald  should  sano 
tioD  by  his  name  the  Quack  Bill  for  curing  worms!  This 
will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  letter. 

Although  the  country  people  have  long  been  deceived 
bj  wat  T  casters,  as  they  are  denominated,  their  artifices 
iaTe  lioi  for  many  years  prod m  i  d  any  general  impre— iuii 
UDon  the  citizens  of  the  "metiopulia  till  recently,  that  rs, 
about  the  year  1772,  when  Griftenberg,  a  German  Physi- 
cian, ttiiide  his  appearanc  e  in  this  citv  ;  but,  although  lie 
was  a  scholar,  if  not  an  able  physician,  hv  made  hctle  pro- 
gress in  delusion,  and  consequently  his  povtity  iniulc  linn  an 
fasier  prey  to  the  viciotis  propensities  or  the  depraved  Lord 
Balrimore,  who  bribed  him  and  his  wife  to  act  as  his  pimps, 
ill  the  attempt  to  seduce  Miss  Woodcock.  The  facts 
which  the  trial  disclosed  ruined  the  GrifTenberg's,  al- 
though the  depraved  nobleman  escaped  the  punishment 
he  merited.  Miss  Woodcock  was  a  virtuoos  young  wo- 
nan,  and  lived  many  years  very  happily  in  Bishop^gate* 
street  with  Mr.  Davis,  to  whom  she  was  married^  and  where 
I  have  occasionally  visited  them. 

The  unfortunate  Sr.  GhfFenberg  was  ^  scholar.  When* 
ever  I  met  him,  he  always  addressed  me  in  the  Latin  lao<» 
g^age,  whiei^  was  more  familiar  to  him  than  the  English, 
The  very  man  who  hastened  bis  ruin  neglected  him,  and 
lie  lived  ii|  Krepa  distreis>  and  died  pennyless^  which  in- 
llao^  me,  uqm  compwtoi^  to  be  at  the  expence  of  his 
fboeial. 

From  his  ashes  rose  a  phosnix  of  great  celebrity.  Dr. 
Maversbach^  near  Schweinfurth,  in  Germany.  He  came 

to  London  in  November,  1773;  and,  from  his  subsequent 
•access,  lie  must  have  possessed  strong  radical  powers. 
Every  other  scheme  thai  was  sui^^esu  d  to  his  inventive  luiad 
having  failed,  he  offered  hiinscil  to  Angelo,  who  then  kept 
a  riding  school,  but  was  not  accepted,  as  his  djiDinutive 
i»ize  rendered  him  unsuitable  for  an  equestrian  pobtu re- 
master. About  thia  period  (1773,)  he  became  acquainted, 
by  an  introduciory  letter  from  Mr.  Bresener,  his  brotlier- 
iu-Uw,  witli  his  countryman,  Dr,  Griffenberg,  before  bis 
reputation  was  totally  blasted  by  voluptuuus  services  to 
I^rd  Baltimore  ;  and  it  was  agreed  between  them,  that 
Cififienberg  should  initiate  Mayersbach  into  his  urinary 
deceptions^  for  whic;);^  a  shaie       vbiS  pral^ts  should  be 
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given  to  the  tutor,  and  which  the  greut  success  of  the 
pupil  was  enabled  amply  to  confer  ;  but  vvhic  h  was  pro<^ 
bably  withdrawn  when  Mayersbach  became  himself  a  pro- 
fessed adept;  at  least,  so  i  wa9  informed  by  Griffenberg  and 
his  wife:  part  of  the  engagemeiity  indeed,  exteaded  to 
the  latter,  provided  she  should  survive  her  husband^  which 
really  happened.  The  Agrt'ement^  so  far  9s  it  respected 
the  widowj  ie  literal!  v  translated  from  the  original: 

Whereaa^  pr«  J.  T.  GriAenberg  has,  with  extraordinary 
"  kindness,  shewn  me  the  secrets  of  his  profession,  and 
"  thereby  put  me  in  a  sitnation  to  earn  my  bread  as  a 
doctor,  and  to  succeed  in  bis  practice,  if  I  should  9ur« 
Y  vive  him ;  I  shall  ever  consider  myself  bound  by  du^ 
^  and  gratitude  to  respect  the  said  Vt.  Crifienberg  as  my 
^'  parent,  and  always  most  punctually  to  fulfil  hia  will.  I 
swear  before  Almighty  God,  by  my  soul  and  salvation, 
"  that  if,  in  the  providence  of  the  Most  High,  I  should 
survive  the  said  Dn  Griflenberg,  that  I  will  always  re- 
spect his  widow;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  my  gratitude, 
give  unto  her,  during  her  life^  six  shtUIngs  a  week  out 
of  my  earningii;  in  coudnnation  of  which,  1  hereunto 
subscribe  uiy  name, 

*'THF.oDon  Van  Mayers 

*«  Limdim,  Kov.  1773.  «  of  MaYEHSBACU." 

At  the  time  that  Br.  Marerahach  first  came  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  Griilenberg,  he  did  not  know  one  article  of 
medicine,  nor  the  treatment  of  one  disease,  when  he  pub* 
lished  the  following  quack  bill : 

^'  Doctor  Van  Mayersbach  is  arrived  from  Pfague,  and 

intends  to  remain  here  some  time;  he  bees  leave  to 
"  recommend  himself  to  the  respectable  public,  to  be 
"  honoured  with  their  confidoncc,  by  which  lie  will  prove 

that  he  iinderstniuls  the  use  of  medicine,  and  cures  all 

iiiwaid  aiid  outwiiid  diseases. 

He  tells  cverv  j)er?on,  by  his  unconnntiii  knouledire 
**  of  urine,  not  onl^'  tiieir  diseases,  but  iikeivisc  how  lu 
*'  cure  thein.** 

The  two  first  patients  he  had  were,  one  with  the  lu  K 
and  the  other  with  a  cough  ;  and  ho  was  obliged  to  place 
ihrui  in  another  ruom,  tilt  he  could  rerrive  a  message  from 
his  maiter  how  to  piocecd.  ft  womM  have  hence  tw^eii  a 
rcmnnerntion  whit  li  L^mtitudr  di  inaiuied,  independently  of 
written  documents,  to  have  relieved  the  wi<low;  which, 
however,  he  absolutely  refused,  at  a  time  when  it  was  said 
tliut  hi*s  income  was  at  least  hvc  thousand  pounc)^  a  year. 

lit 
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let  hommr,  be  recorded  to  Dr.  -Mayenbaeh's  ho- 
lumr,  that  in  1773,  when  he  lived  in  Rupert*Btreet>  Good- 
man's Fields,  his  wife,  after  a  tedious  illnesfl^  which  proved 
fBtBl,  had  been  attended  by  Johaa  Toennitt8»  apothecary  ia 
Hansell-street ;  andj  on  application  to  Mayenbach  ia 
I776|  he  faithfully  discharged  the  expence  ot  attendance 
which  her  illness  ha^  occasioned. 

As  Mayersbach  was  totally  ignorant  of  medicines,  cer- 
tain pills,  powders,  and  drops,  with  directions  to  give 
tbem«  under  certain  circnmstances,  were  sent  to  him ;  and 
these  be  administered  discretionaUy.  As  he  got  a  little 
more  fiedged,  he  attempted  a  loftier  flight,  and  even  yen* 
tored  to  handle  edged  tools;  but,  in  consequence  of  their 
indiscriininaie  use,  many  serious  cliccts  succeeded,  which 
were  formally  communicated  to  a  board  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  when  it  was  archly  observed  by  one 
oi  die  board,  that  the  charges  merited  investigation  in  the 
, criminal  courts  of  law;  and  thus  the  business  ended  widi 
a  laugh  at  the  gentiemau  who  presented  these  charges,  ibr 
his  ignorance  in  imagining  that  the  College  of  Physicians 
ever  did  a  wise  act,  OTj  in  any  instance^  ever  promoted 
medical  science. 

Mayersbach's  reputation  continued  for  some  months  in 
the  most  elevated  degree.  As  a  water  doctor  in  tlie  metro- 
polis must  be  supposed  to  know  more  than  the  water  doc- 
tors in  the  country,  the  devotees  to  deception  flocked  to 
town,  or  sent  up  their  vials  by  the  stages,  and  the  urinary 
traffic  of  the  country  was  transferred  to  London  ;  and  thus 
the  German  impostor,  who,  a  few  months  before  could 
not  cure  the  itch,  monopolized  the  most  lucrative  profes* 
sional  business  in  Europe.  Amone  his  patients  he  cOuld 
claim  a  Harrington*  a  Hawke,  and  even  a  Garrick. 

There  was,  nowever,  a  physician  in  London  hardy 
enough  to  attack  this  popular  empiric;  and,  by  his  spi- 
rited exertions,  the  delusion  was  so  effectuall v  removed, 
ss  to  induce  the  impostor  to  quit  London,  and  revisit  his 
fistive  continent  in  less  than  twelve  months  he  returned, 
and  was  again  as  much  followed  as  previously  to  his  emi- 
gration. The  physician  who  had  taken  so  active  a  pari 
against  the  empiric,  was  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  College  ;  he  was  likewise  insulted  by  a  numerofis  herd 
of  anonymous  writers  in  the  public  prints;  and  having  be- 
come an  object  of  their  envy,  he  avoided  further  inter- 
ference; and,  with  the  death  ol  Mayersbach,  this  speeieg 
ofdecpption  has,  in  a  re. it  measun.s  lo>t  its  intiuence  in 
LjuJua^  and  uevv  modci  uf  dcccnliou  iiavc  btaa  practised 
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by  a  hew  rAce  of  German  empirics ;  at  the  heod  of  wKich 
taay  be  placed  Dr.  Lamert,  and  hk  celebrated  pupil  Dr. 
Brodum,  who  will  be  introdaoed  into  the  yftluable  pages  of 
yonr  Jouraa),  in  the  snbseqaent  letter. 

In  refieciing  upon  the  various  traiisiuon» experienced  by 
X>r.  Mayenbach  in  bts  professional  characier,  it  is  remark- 
y  able  enough,  that  several  popnlar  eharaeters,  after  having 
toddenly  lost  their  r€()utatioii.  or,  froiB  the  caprice  of 
fiishiofi,  lost  their  professional  employment,  have  retired 
a  few  months;  returned  after  a  period  of  absence,  to  the 
metropolis,  and  rcijjiiiied  their  former  praciice.  Sir 
Richard  Jchb  tohl  luc,  and  lie  had  the  information  horn 
Sir  lid w aid  VV  ihnot,  Bart,  himself,  that  two  indies  of 
fashion,  near  the  Court,  died  under  his  care  (Sir  Edward's) 
at  the  same  period,  which  was  so  buzzed  about  amongst 
the  circles  of  fashion,  as  to  turn  the  tide  so  adversely 
against  him,  which  had  lonp^  and  deservptUy  flowed  in 
favour  ot  Sir  ILrKvard,  that  tr(^ni  three  ihou^arKl  ])ounds  a 
year,  his  proles.sional  income  sunk  to  three  livuidred. 
I'his  iiidnc*  fl  hitn  to  take  a  tour  on  the  continent^  from 
whieh  he  returned  the  next  year,  and  as  suddenly  re* 
gained  his  former  professional  employment.  This  respect- 
able physician  retired  into  Dorsetshire  in  an  advanced 
age,  ancf  died  a  few  years  ago,  8st«  93*  A  little  before  this 
time,  I  had  a  letter  from  him,  written  in  a  good  hatid,  and 
with  great  perspicuity ;  and  which  is  now  in  the  posset* 
sion  of 
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The  liberal  discussion  of  a  doubtful  sul^ji^  is.  the  onljT 
probable  mode  of  elucidatini^  it;  bui  how  vague  ir  tba 
phrase,  liberal  discussion!  Dr.  Biegborough  has  given  the 
public,  in  Numl^er  Go,  an  exaoiple  of  wbat  he  con* 

'  ^ives  to>  be  a  lihceai  discussion  ot  the  cooUog  tsentmenl 
of  gout,  and  promises  renewed  performances  of  sjmiJaB 

■'  UberQlitjff  if  uecessary.  The  pbservattoiis  which  occof  to 
me,  as  applicable  to  the  subject,  shall;  certainly  not  be 
iUibctitl,  though  they  should  chance  to  be  inapyosiie  or 
inoosclusive. 

.         4  ^  Df^B. 
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Oji  Gout.  21? 

Dr.  B.  sets  off  witli  an  utter  condemnation  of  a  tloctririe 
of  eout,  whicli  indeed  must  be  allowed  to  be  as  bold  a* 
novel ,  but  it  does  not  appear  lo  me  that  citber  its  boldness 
or  its  noveltv  involves  its  rejection  uitiiout  argument.  It 
mav,  (!^  nri'Liiitnif  possibly  meet  with  ^efternt  opposittnji ;  it-i 
origmaiity  invites  it,  but  that  j^enerai  op(»usiiioii  will  rf-eoil 
on  the  uppuaeuts,  if  it  should  be  founded  on  mere  (i>>er- 
tion,  wholly  nnsu|)ported  by  argument.  It  is  not  enough 
to  av(  I  iliat  a  doctriiie  is  not  tenable  because  it  is  at  vari- 
anee  with  popular  o}>ini<M],  it  is  requisite  to  impugn  the 
principle  upon  which  it  rests,  to  brave  its  untenableness. 

Not  an  opinion  in  physiology,  however  sanctioned,  can 
be  proof  against  unqualified  attacks ;  nor  is  there  one,  how- 
erer  diapvtable,  that  ought  to  give  way  to  so  very  sweeping 
an  assmlt  as  that  which  Dr.  B,  has,  in  his  own  opinion, 
HbtraUy  opposed  to  the  topical  ose  of  cold  water  in  gout. 

It  is  affirmed,  that  the  gout  is  of  local  and  not  of  consti* 
tationai  origin;  that  the  ligamentons  and  tendinous  sti^c* 
tore  ta  oeeessary  to  its  formal  character,  and  that  an  intiam- 
natory  excitement  of  that  particulars  tructure  is  the  painful 
ioiirce  of  the  alBicting  sympathies,  which  range  more  or 
Wss  transiently  thronghont  the  system ;  it  is  also  said  that 
the  proximate  cause  of  all  this  enevance  is  excessive  tem- 
perature, eenerated  and  evolved  in  the  part  affected  by  the 

Sncy  or  remote  canses,  according  to  the  native  laws  by 
icti  beat  la  generated  in  every  fibre  of  the  animal  econo- 
my.^ All  this.  It  must  be  confessed,  is  new,  not  unplausibie, 
and  has  a  very  generalizing  tendency  respecting  indamma- 
tory  affection;  though  it  does  not,  as  Dr.  ]5.  insinuates^  re- 
ject the  idea  of  specific  intiammarion  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
found:,  the  cIiaiaiiLej  istic  feaLiiies  of  i^out  on  the  disease  of 
^peculiar  fabric ;  in  that  respect  therefore  it  is  specific,  or 
m  gtueris,  as  Dr.  B.  will  have  it;  but  its  specific  nature  is 
structural  only,  and  not  material^  like  syphilitic  and  can- 
cerous virus,  ari  he  would  wish  to  establish.  Avast  dif- 
ference subsists  between  the  simple  exeirement  resulting 
trum  ex'ee«!sivp  heat,  and  that  which  arises  from  the  viru- 
^^nt  combination  of  anlmalized  fluids:  in  the  one  case 
comrnun  irritation  only  prevails;  in  the  other,  compli- 
cated and  durable  tlisease;  y^t  both  are  specific,  but 
i^ot  similarly  so,  nor  equally  morbid.  So  much  for  a 
t^Tief  abstract  and  defence  of  the  theory  which  espouses 

the 

4  " 

*  See  Remarla  on  Gout,  by  Dr.  Kifi^lake,  in  tha  Bfediad  aod  Phyaidft 
Jnsnniy  Mou  Lai.  pp.  241—349. 
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the  practice  of  keeping  inflamed  gout  in  a  itale  of  redaoed 
temperature. 

What  does  the  practice  itself  report?  It  affinnsj  <and 
that  not  only  on  the  personal  experience  of  the  author  of 
this  view  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  hot 
also  on  that  of  numerous  correspondents)  that  it  has  in 
various  Instances  proved  rapidly  and  safely  curative.  Noa 
one  case  has  been  oflered  to  the  public,  excepting  that  by 
*^  A  Constant  Reader/  of  its  deleterious  effects;  and  that 
$oiitaryone,  unfortunately  for  the  general  disposition  to 
oppose  the  practice^  has  been  admitted  to  be  wholly  nn* 
founded. 

Dr.  certainly  refines  on  the  gross  humoral  notion  of 
gouty  when  he  talks  of  ''nervous  irritability"  and  *'ob» 
struction;"  but  does  lie  illustrate  the  nature  and  cause  'of 

the  disease  by  these  elaborate  and  inexplicable  supposi« 
tions?  lie  rejects  the  notion  of  morbid  matter,  and  sub- 
stitutes that  of  s/:;eci/tc- /a-r/t// ,  but  how  this  specific  laxity 
contrives  to  travel  about  the  system,  and  occasionally,  as  if 
by  iruciligent  prctiilcciiuii,  lu  occupy  particulai  stations, 
the  Doctor  does  not  so  precisely  specify;  nor  does  he 
expluia  liow  Lliis  itintrant  laxi/i/  .^tiddculy  braces  itself 
up,  and  marc  lies  on  to  a  new  position.  Surely,  all  this  is 
ohsao-u/n  per  ohscuniis;  nor  is  it  conceivable  how  the 
Doctor,  imagining  gouty  diathesis  to  be  specific  laxity, 
could,  with  common  consistency,  have  stumbled  on  steam 
for  its  remedy.  An  application,  unquestionably,  as  welL 
adapted  to  soften  rigidity,  as  to  increase  laxity. 

The  Doctor  also  speaks  ot  accuniulated  susceptibility,** 
of  **thG  left  handed''  erysipelatous  iniianimation,  aod  of 
old  people  being  insusceptible  of  excessive  beat. 

This  IS  theoretic  declamation  only,  and  in  no  respect 
practically  applicable*  An  unexcitM.heat  does  not  amass 
excitability;  on  the  contrary^  it  verges  on  inaction  aod 
<  onsequent  death,  for  want  of  excitement.  Erysipelatous 
inilammatiott  accurately  denotes,  by  its  greater  or  less  vio- 
lence, the  exciting  state  of  the  constitution  in  which  it 
occurs;  but  it  is  invariably  an  infliimmatory  affe«!ttoa 
characterized  by  excessive  heat,  and  most  directly  cnr»> 
hie  by  its  due  ditninution;  nothing  sinister  or  'Meti-haiid- 
cd,**  as  he.  Dr.  B.  terms  it,  arises  from  this  description  of 
treatment ;  its  salutai^  effect  is  uniform,  definite,  and  in 
general  complete.  The  thermometer,  and  vhat  ia  more 
ttccuratei  the  natural  sense  of  feeling,  will  discover  a  de- 
gree of  lieat  in  advanced  age  fully  equal  to  what  could 
occur  in  the  utmost  vigour  of  youth  in  similar  morbid  af- 

lectioo&^i 
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Sections;  nay,  the  excess  is  often  so  great  in  old  subjects^ 
as  actoally  to  decompose  organic  structure  by  its  combus- 
,ti¥e  force. 

Dr.  B«  is  wedded  to  a  preconceived  opmion  of  the  na- 
ture of  j^out,  which  it  may  be  feared  will  unconsciously 
djtquali^  him  for  hberallv  discussing  a  doctrine  that  so 
directlv  militates  against  that  which  he  has  espoused.  But 
the  public,  on  the  present  occasion^  is  the  iury;  the  meri( 
of  me  refrigerant  tieatment  of  gout  will  be  arraigned  at 
that  tribuniUj  by  thp  evidence  of  facts  alane^  which  will 
preclude  all  adverse  surmisesj  and  leave  the  issue  to  the 
misophisticated  claims  of  impartial  justice. 

Adhuc  sub  Judice  Us  est. 
Jr.  UmaU  Strttt,        19»  t6M.  CANSIBUS. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phj^ical  JoumaU 

G£NTL£3I£N> 

Permit  me  to  observe  on  Mr.  Ring^s  Paper  on  Diarr- 
hea and  Cholera  Morbus,  (p.  102,)  that  he  steins  to  be 
unacquainted  with  the  last  alterations  in  the  i'harmapo- 
poeia  Londinensis.  The  mistura  cretacea  of  the  present 
Dispensatory  diders  tram  the  mistura  e  cret:i  of  the  firsf 
edition  as  well  as  from  the  julepum  e  crcta.  of  the  oid 
Dispensatory. 

In  the  julepum  e  creta,  ttco  drachma  ot  gum  arable  were 
directed  for  a  quart  of  mixture;  in  the  mistura  e  crcta  trco 
ouiicen;  now,  the  name  is  changed  to  mistura  cretacea  and 
a  quart  of  it  is  to  oontain  otie  ounce  of  gum  arabic.  This 
quantity  of  gum  does  not  make  the  mixture  too  thick ;  and 
^  the  gmn  is  a  very  useful  auxiliary^  the  alteration  is 
unch  to  be  oonunendcd. 

The  plan  of  treatpeiu  which  Mr.  Ring  recommends  is 
Dot  novel,  hut  indisputably  useful  and  practical ;  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  similar  communications  on  .prevailing  dis- 
taies  would  be  well  received  by  the  readers  of  your  JournaJ. 

A  verv  ffreat  mortalirv  has  lately  prevailed  ainoni^  , 
ieeches.  In  the  course  ot  thnc  di\y^  1  lu.-t  uj) wards  ot" 
twenty;  and  hud  my  stock  amouutcd  to  iweiiiy  score,  1  be- 
lieve they  would  all  in  like  manner  have  perished.  Ano- 
ther gentleman,  [am  told,  l(>«t  one  imridred  and  liTty  in  a 
Very  short  space  of  time,  4uid  oiiiers  have  been  oquully 
.  $  uufonundte. 
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unfoitunste.  Though  leeches  are  of  very  eztemiw  vtiKtjr 
hi  practice^  their  extravagant  price*  placet  them  bejoM 
the  reach  of  many  patients^  and  few  apothecaries  can  af* 
ford  to  lose  ^much  money  as  is  incurred/ by  sn eh  sudden 
and  numerous  deaths;  any  kind  of  information  thevefore 
which  your  Correspondents  can  give  upon  the  best  mode  of 

f»reservine;  leeches^  will  be  very  acceptable  to  on'e  part  at 
east  of  the  medical  world* 

*  Those  which  I  lost  were  apparently  in  very  good  beahk 
not  a  week  before  they  died.  They  were  kept  in  a  sufiei^ 
tniXj  capacions  glass  vessel>  and  were  supplied  wiA 
(Thames)  water  every  day.  Almost  at  once  they  all  saiik 
to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel»  contracted  themsdves,  and 
acareely  moving  for  several  hours  at  last  died.  Nothing 
more  was  particularly  observable,  (  xcept  that  hafd  knots  or 
irregular  contractiou2»  were  tu  L)e  Iclt  in  diilcrciil  paii^  of 
them. 

It  ouglii  to  be  mentioned,  tluit  the  Thames  watpr  has 
lately  been  so  extremely  filthy  and  offensive  to  the  sight, 
the  smell,  and  the  taste,  as  to  be  hardly  beaiable;  but  as  a 
similar  mortality  amung  leeehes  occui  red  during  the  win- 
ter months,  when  the  water  was  tree  from  such  disgustipg 
foulness^  1  can  hiirdly  believe  that  this  could  be  (he  cause. 

*  Sugmt^  ia04. 


Botanical  Description  of  Briiuk  Plants* 

(  CootinDed  from  our  last,  pfi.  134*~1S6.  ) 

19.  CiiinoMiA.  C,  ccntauriunu  Ccutaurium*  GeniianB 

C€ntaurii(m. 

Aug,    Centory.    l^es^er  eentory,  or  centaury. 

Gvn,  Desc.  Bios?;,  t'unnei-shapcd,  pistil  leaning;  stam. 
fixed  to  the  top  oi  tlie  tube  oF  the  blossom}  anthers  be- 
coming spiral ;  seed  vessel  two-celled. 

Spec,  jbese.  Herbaceous,  ten  or  twelve  inches  high, 
upright.  Xiraves  spear-shaped.  Cai.  shorter  than  the  tube, 
adhering  to  it,  and  that  to  the  gcrmeoip  I'lowtn  acorym- 

^  ^  bos; 


*  In  February  and  March  last  th^  ooM  oot  be  purdhasad  in  CovaSt 

Garde:i  Market  ipr  less  tium  ds.  6cl.  a  pece ;  at  preseut  diey  fetch  eight  or 
pine  shillin'^s  a  dozen.  Less  tiiun  twelve  veaii  Bg&  the  wiitec  of  (his  f^f^ 
bought  Uivoi  for  its,  tid.  liod  Ha,  a  huadrod* 
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boi^  Bhm^m  fmAi^l-shBpecl ;  tube  long,  yellowiah ;  bor- 
der leddisb,  segoieati  lapping  over  each  other.  Anthef$ 
Imledl  spirally  after  discharging  the  pollen*  Style  cylin* 
incAf  cloven  at  tiie  top.  Summitu  two,  horse^shoe  shupe, 
yellowish  grccu.  Barren  pt^turcs^  xoooda,  Blos&.  June^ 
August. 

L&c,  Centory  is  justly  esteemed  to  be  the  most  effica- 
cious bitter  of  all  the  meclicinal  [ilaiiis  Indigenous  to  thi« 
counuy.  It  has  been  reconunendefl  as  a  mihsiUuic  Tor 
gentian,  and  by  some  thought  to  be  a  luoie  a^etul  medi- 
cine; experience  proves  it  lo  possess  an  equal  degree  of 
antiseptic  {)ov.er,  and  to  it  may  therefore  be  ascribed  all 
the  medical  etiects  of  the  other,  viz.  as  a  bitter  tonic  and 
stomachic;  and  also  anthehiiiutic,  antiseptic,  emmena- 
pog^ue,  ail ii arthritic,  and  ielnirum*.  Many  dyspeptic  com- 
plaints are  more  ciFectually  relieved  by  bitters  than  by 
Peruvian  bark,  which  has  now  superseded  the  use  of  this  and 
other  bittiers  foroierly  common  iu  iebrile  disorders;  too  ge- 
nerally perfa«ps>  for  casea  of  fever  occur  which  are  foaad 
to  be  aggravated  by  cinchona,  yet  readily  yield  to  aimple 
MxMm.  The  tops,  which  are  direeted  for  use  by  the  edleget^ 
are  most  comnioaly  given  in  infusion;  but  they  may  be 
taken  in  powder,  or  prepared  into  an  extract — IVooShIU. 
A  tinctore  of  the  leaves,  and  the  npper  part  of  the  root, 
is  a  good  medicine  in  weak  stomachs  and  cachectic  habits. 
This  plant  is  the  basis  of  the  famous  Portland  powder, 
whichi  taken  in  a  large  quantity,  and  for  a  long  time 
together,  prevents  a  fit  of  the  gout,  but  brings  on  a  hard<^ 
aess  of  the  liver,  palsy,  and  apoplexy.  A  decoctioVi  of 
the  whole  plant  oestrojs  lice,  aod  cures  the  itch.— J^rt^ier*' 
ing. 

SO.  Khamnus.  JL  cMiharlicus*  R.  soiutivus.  Sfin(t 
urvina» 

,  Ang,    Buckthorn.    Purging  buckthorn. 

Gen,  Ditc.  Cal.  tubular;  scales  protecting  the  stamena. 
Bloss.  0.  Fruit,  a  drupa. 

Spec.  Desc,  iS^t  upright,  tliorns  terminating.  Leave$ 
egg-shaped.  Fiower$  four-cleft,  male  and  female,  on  dif* 
ferent  plants.  Bltmom  pale  green.  Stamens  4.  Summit 
four^cleft.  Berrif  four-seeded,  black.  kVood§,  ketdgei, 
brook'tides.    Bloss.  April,  May. 

Use,  The  berries  contain  a  palpy  deep-ffreen  juice« 
which  has  a  bitterish,  acrid,  nauseous  taste  ;  uiey  operate 
as  a  brisk  cathartic,  but  their  purgative  effect|  are  con- 
stantly accompanied  by  conaidjirable  thirst,  witH  a  dryness 
^  the  mouth  ^nd  lbto»t#  >4d  fre<|uentiy  with  severe 


Boienicat  DticHpHon  of  British  'Pianit* 


gri pings  of  the  bowels^  especially  unless  some  diluting; 
liquor  be  drank  immediately  after  taking  tbem.  The  dose 
is  said  to  be  fiO  fresh  berries  in  substance;  twice  or  thrice 
that  number  in  decoction ;  one,  or  one  and  a  half  drachm 
of  the  dried  berries ;  one  ounce  of  the  expressed  juice,  or 
half  an  ounce  of  the  rob  or  extract  prepared  by  Inspis- 
sating the  juice*  The  inn^r  bark  is  said  to  be  a  strong 
cathartic  and  to  excite  Tomiting.— lf>oifei7fe.  A  purgative 
syrup  prepared  from  the  berries  is  kept  in  the  shops,  of 
which  about  an  ounce  is  a  moderate  dose  (2  oz.  Ligktfoot), 
hut  on  account  of  the  sickness  and  griping  occasioned  by 
it,  is  falling  into  disuse — Withering.  The  flesh  of  those 
birds  which  feed  upon  these  berries  is  k  poi  t< d  to  be  pur- 
gative-— Hombt  rg.  Mem  de  TAc,  des  Sc.  The  juice  of  the 
unripe  berries  is  of  the  colour  of  saflron,  and  is  used  lor 
staining  maps  or  paper :  these  are  sold  under  the  name  of 
French  berries.  That  of  the  ripe  berries,  mixed  with 
alum,  is  the  sap  green  of  the  painters:  but  if  they  be 
gathered  late  in  Autumn  their  juice  becomes  purple,  and 
is  thus  also  used  for  a  dye.  The  bark  affords  a  beautiful 
yellow  dye. — Li/i,  IVi$kn  Horses,  sheep,  and  ^oats  eat  it  i 
cows  refuse  lt« 

81*  BjiAMNiJs.    R.Jrangula,    Alms  nigra  hncafera. 
Jng*   Black  alder,  blacic  berry-bearing  alder;  aldef 
buckthorn* 

Gen^Desc,  A$nbov€, 

Spec.  Desc.  Without  thorns*  Fhwen  hermaphr*  one 
pistil.  Leaves  very  entire.  Bloss.  five-cleft.  Snmmii 
notched.  Berry  four-seeds,  sometimes  two.  Inner  bark, 
yellow;  outer^  sea-green;  roiddle/^lood  redi  Woods,  net 
hedjres.    Bloss.  April,  May. 

V$e,  The  inner  bark,  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  ounce, 
boiled  in  small  beer,  is  a  sharp  purge.  In  dropsies,  or 
constipations  of  the  bowels  of  cattle,  it  is  a  vrry  ccrunn 
purgaiive.  The  berries  gathered  before  they  are  ripe, 
dye  wool  of  a  preen  colour.  The  bark  dies  yellow,  and, 
with  preparations  of  iron,  black.  The  wood  of  this  shrub 
is  preferred  for  charcoal  used  in  the  roanut  icture  of  gun- 
powder.   The  flowers  are  particularly  Grateful  to  bees., 

Goats  dcvotir  the  leaves  voraciously^  and  sheep  will  ea| 
them. — fVithering*  '  • 

Aug,  Spindle-tree*  Frickwood.  Prick  timber.  Gat» 
teridge-ti«e.    Louse  berry. 

Oen.  Debc,  Bloss.  five-pet.  caps,  colonredj  Ave-sidedj 
five-celled,  five»¥alved    Seed  coat  hollow ;  seed  Teiied. 
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S/jff.  Jiesc.  Flowers  mostly  lour  cleft,  greenish  wliite. 
Filaments  fixed  in  boles  in  the  receptacle.  Fruit  lingular, 
purplish  red,  sometimes  white.  Fruit  staiks  from  the 
bo>orri  of  the  leaver,  witii  one  or  two  pairs  ot^  dowers. 
Lrarcs  sitting,  egg-sp€ar-*»haped,  opposite,  iV^ods^  htdgcSm 
Bloss.  May,  June. 

In  Cornwall  it  has  four  stamens. — Mr,  Stackhouse, 

Use,  The  berries  act  violently  as  an  emetic  and  cathar^ 
tic.  They  are  f/ital  to  $hfep.  Powdered  and  sprinkled 
upon  tlie  hair,  they  destroy  lice.  The  wood,  if  etit  when 
the  plant  is  in  blossom,  is  tough;  and  not  easily  broken; 
it  is  used  by  watchnxakers  for  cleaning  watches;  and  is 
made  into  skewers  and  tooth-picks.  Cows  arc  so  fond  of 
the  shoots  in  spring,  as  constantly  to  break  down  the 
ditches  of  the  helds  wherever  a  plant  of  it  stands*  Goats 
sod  sheep  eat  it;  horses  refuse  it. — Witkcring* 

€3.  Viola.    F.  odorata, 

Aug.    Violet.    Sweet  violet. 

Gtn,  Desc.  Cal.  five-leaved>  adhering  to  the  blossom 
above  the  base.  Bloss.  five  pet.  irregular,  with  a  spur 
behind  \  anthers  cohering,  caps,  one-eelied,  three  valved« 

Sjpee*  DtMCm  Siemitu,  Leavci  heart-shaped,  suckers 
creeping.  Leaf-sialkt  nearlv  smooth.  FruiMulkt  cban* 
nelied  on  the  upper  side[«  Jriowers  with  or  without  petal^^ 
producing  perfect  seed.  Bloss,  purple,  blue,  or  white ; 
very  fragrant.  fVarm  hedge*,  moist  warm  fanes,  iu  clay 
w marie,   Bloss.  March,  April. 

Use,  The  violet  was  used  by  the  antients  in  various  in- 
flammatory diseases,  and  was  alluded  to  by  the  poets  as 
a  vulnerary.  Ovid  Met.  The  reeent  flowers  only  are  now 
admitted  into  the  Materia  Mediea  ;  they  have  an  agree* 
able  smell,  and  a  niueihiiiinous  bitter  taste  ;  to  water  tliev 
readily  give  out  their  virtue  and  tiavour,  but  with  dihieiilty 
to  rectified  spirit,  'i'aken  in  the  (|uantity  ot  a  draelnn  or 
hvn  tliry  are  ^evil\)'puigative'^  and,  according  to  Bergius 
ami  ><  \x\p  others,  ptn^ess  an  anodyne  and  pectorjil  quality. 
The  o{ti(  inal  preparaiion  of  tliem  is  a  syrup,  which  to 
young  children  answers  the  puipose  of  an  agreeable  pur- 
gative^ The  seeds  are  said  to  be  strongly  diuretic,  and 
uj>elul  in  gravelly  complaints  ;  and  the  root  powdered,  in 
a  dose  of  a  drat  hm,  proves  both  emetic  and  cathartic, — 
^ondvilk.  Boll  I  the  flowers  and  seeds  are  said  to  be  mild 
laxaiives.-.-H^iWcn'wg.  The  flowers,  and  also  4he  leaves, 
«re  cooling  and  emoJlient, — hightfoot.  The  syrup  of  vio* 
Ifts,  which  receives  its  colour  from  the  petals,  is  very  use- 

M  ia  chegiical  eoQuiiries^  t<r  detect  .an  i^id  or  an  alkali ; 

the 
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the  former  changing  the  blue  colour  to  a  red,  and  the 
latter  to  a  green  :  for  tlil«?  ptirpobe  the  violet  is  culiivateii 
in  larae  quantities  about  Sn  atrord  upon  Avon.  Slips  of 
white  paper,  stained  with  the  jiuce  of  the  petals,  and  kept 
from  the  air  and  light,  answer  the  same  piir{^oie. — JVithrr- 
insr.  The  Turks  make  a  violet-sii^ar  of  the  flowers,  and 
this  dissolved  in  wpter  constitutes  their  favourite  liquor 
called  Sorbet. — lAghtJoot, 

94.   VioiA.    F.  tricoht, 

Jng.  Pansies.  Heart's  ^ase.  Three  faces  under  a 
hood.  Love  in  idleneses.  Kiss  at  the  garden  gate.  Call 
me  to  vou.   Herb  Trinity. 

Gen*  Detc.   Js  above. 

Spec*  Desc*  With  a  stem,  stipulss  wing-cleftj  termi- 
nating at  the  end  of  the  leaf  stalk ;  summii  om-shapcd. 
Stem  branched,  weak.  Leaves  egg-shaped,  toothed. 
Floral  leaves  two  on  each  fruit  stalk,  halberd-shaped.  Ca- 
li/x  smooth,  half  ihe  size  of  tlie  blossom.  Summit  hollow, 
open",  frinji^cd  on  the  lower  part.  B/oss.  subjrct  to  great 
variety  of  colour,  white,  yellow,  blue,  purple,  two  or 
more  of  these,  (^ofu  Jitl^s^  ditch-bank^,  4c-  Ploss. 
May,  September. 

Use,  Dr.  Strack  says,  tliat  this  plant  infallibl}'  cures 
the  scabhu  coiii plaints  in  ytiiing  children,  called  crx^ta 
Icctea,  He  boils  a  handful  of  the  fresh,  or  half  a  drachm 
of  the  dried  leaves,  in  half  a  pint  of  milk ;  and  gives  this 
niiik,  strained,  morning  and  evening,  for  some  weeks.— 
Medical  jfournal,  Vi.  p.  !f>R.  By  many  of  the  old  writers 
on  Materia  Mcdica,  this  plant  is  represented  as  a  power- 
ful medicine  in  epilepsi/,  asthma,  ulcers,  scabies,  and  cw- 
ianeous  complaints  ;  but  by  mo4erD  authorities  it  has  been 
'recommended  chiefly  as  a  remedy  for  the  crusta  lactea. 
In  addition  to  the  dose  above  mentioned,  bread,  with  this 
decoction^  is  also  to  be  formed  iuto  a  poultice  and  applied 
to  the  part:  by  this  treatment  it  has  been  observed  thai 
/  the  eruption  during  the  first  eight  days  increases,  and  that 
the  urine,  when  the  medicine  succeeds,  has  an  odor 
similar  to  that  of  cats ;  but  on  continuing  the  use  of  the 
plant  9  sufficient  time,  this  smell  goes  ou\  the  scabs  dis* 
appear,  and  the  skin  recovers  its  natural  purity.  Hsase 
admini<ttered  this  violet  in  various  forms  and  in  large  doses, 
extending  its  use  to  many  chronic  diseases,  (see  H.  de  viola 
tricofore,  Eriaiig,  1782.)  and  from  the  numerous  instances 
of  its  sttcce^is^  it  seems  well  deserving  of  fuftber  trial.— 
Ji'^odxille^ 
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,   25*    ImpaTif.ns.    J.  Noii^angcre. 

Ang.   Quick  in  band.   Impatient    Touch  me  not. 

6>ji,  Dcjc.  C;j1.  two-leaved.  Bloss.  (ive  petal,  irregu* 
W.  Nectary  hoodlike.  Stem,  cohering^;  raps,  superior, 
ooe*celled,  opening  with  a  jerk  into  live  spiral  valves. 

.Sjpec.  DnCn  Fruit  siaiksmBuy  B,  solitary.  Leaves  ec:^ 
diajped,  pendant  at  night.  ^  Stem,  swoln  at  joinu.  Bioss^ 
yellow  with  red  spots.  Mai$t,  shad^  places.  Bloss*  July, 
Augnsc*  ^ 

Use.  The  whole  plant  is  considerably  acrid.  Goats 
feed  upon  it ;  horses,  cows>  and  sheep^  refuse  it. — Withering. 

€6.    HiBES.    R,  rnbrum. 
Jng,    Currant.    Ktd  currant. 

Gen,  Desc.  Petals  five,  they  and  the  stajnr  t^s  fixed  to 
the  cal  vx«  Style  cloven*  Berry  heneath,  one*ceiled|  many* 
seeded. 

Dm.  Without  prickles^  Bunclua  smooth,  pen- 
dant; flowers,  flattish;  leaves,  segm.  rounded;  cal.  spread-* 
iag*  BIqss.  greenish-white.  Serrics  red,  sonietimc^s  vvhiie. 
h  woods  ia  the  mrthcrn  counties,  banks  of  the  Tees» 
Bi,oss.  May. 

Use.  The  fruit  of  this  plant  is  universally  acceptable, 
either  as  Nature  presents  it,  or  variously  prepared  by  art 
with  the  addiition  of  sugar.  Its  medicinal  qualities  are 
simitiur  to  those  of  other  subacid  fruits,  which  arc  esteem^ 
ed  to  be  moderately  refrigerant,  ant i septic,  attenuant,  and 
oiterient.  Hoffinan  and  Boerbaave  had  great  confidence 
ia  the  efficacy  of  these  fruits  in  obstmate  visceral  obstruc- 
tions. They  may  be  used  with  advantage  to  nllay  thirst 
in  most  febrile  complaints;  to  lessen  an  increased  secre- 
tion of  bile;  and  to  con\<  t  a  putrid  and  scorbutic  state 
of  the  fluids,  especially  in  suii^uine  con.siitutions ;  in  tliose 
of  a  contrary  kind,  they  are  apt  to  occasion  flatulency 
Rod  indigestion.  The  iuice  of  the  red  currant  is  a  most 
agreeable  acid  in  puncn;  and  at  Paris,  mi.wu  with  su^ar, 
it  is  a  cooimon  beverage,  generally  preferred  to  (jrgeat  or 
lemonade. — Woodiille.  Cows,  sheep,  and  goats  eat  the 
leaves;  horses  are  not  load  of  them. — Linn. 

27.  RiBSS*  It.  nigmm*  Grossulari^  non  sfinosa  f rutin 

Jng,   Black  currant.   Squinancy  berries. 
Gra.  Desc.   As  above. 

Spec.  Dese.'  Bunches  hairy ;  florvcn  oblone,  woolly ; 
J^ora/  leaves  woolly,  as  long  as  the  little  fruit-stutks.  Buds 
glandular.  Cal.  segoi*  of  a  rich  bronvu  colour.  Petals 
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sometimes  change  into  stamenSi  IVet  halge$,  river  banks* 
Bloss.  May. 

Utek  The  berries  have  a  very  peculiar  flavour,  which 
many  people  dislike;  but,  together  with  the  properties 
which  they  posiiess  in  common  with  other  subacid  fruits^ 
they  are  peculiarly  useful  in  sore  throats^  especially  those 
of  the  inflammatory  kind  t  for  this  purpose  the  juice  is 
boiled  down  to  an  extract  with  the  addition  of  a  small 
proportion  of  sugar^  in  that  state  called  rob.  There  is 
little  doubt  thnt^  in  cases  of  inflammatory  angina,  they  may 
be  -advantagtously  used  to  answer  the  same  intentions  as 
gArgles,  They  are  said  to  possess  a  diuretic  power  also  to 
a  considerable  degree,  but  this  seems  to  want  confirmation. 

The  common  black  currant  jelly  in  domestic  use,  tor 
I  he  cure  of  sore  throats,  it  may  be  observed,  loses  much  of 
its  eftieney  by  having  too  great  a  pro|>oilion  of  sugar  in 
its  jneparaiion.  These  berries  by  some  people  are  put  in- 
to brandy,  for  the  same  purpose  as  black  clierries,  and 
more  cummuuly  in  Ireland,  into  whiskey.  The  tender 
leaves  tinge  common  spirits  so  as  to  resemble  brandy  :  the 
leaves  are  said,  in  an  infusion,  to  have  a  taste  of  green  tea, 
and  when  young  are  thus,  to  some,  peculiarly  agreeable. 
These  Iravi  s  are  extremely  fragrant,  and  have  likewihe 
been  reconmiended  for  their  medicinal  virtue,  which  Ber- 
gius  states  to  be  luundificansy  ptlltm,  diureHca,  An  m- 
fusion  of  the  young  roots  is  nsetiii  in  fevers  of  the  eruptive 
kind,  and  in  the  dysenteric  fevers  of  cattle.  Haller  saysj 
that  of  this  fruit,  a  wine  may  be  made  equal  to  any  pro- 
duced from  the  grape.-— rroo</w7/e. — Withering^— liailer.-^ 
Goats  and  horses  eat  the  leaves.— Liiind. 

28.    IIedera.    H,  helix,    II,  arboracea. 
jin*r.    Ivy.    Common  Ivy. 

Gtn,  Dfsc,  Petals  live,  oblong;  berry,  four  or  live-cell- 
ed; three  to  five-seeded;  juiceless^  encircled  by  die 
calyx. 

Sp€i\  Dtse.  Jjfavi  ^i,  when  weak  and  trailing,  lobed ; 
wlien  climbing  and  strong,  egg-shaped  ;  glosn\  B/oss. 
green ish>w bite,  iiivry  black..  lyaoUs,  old  mUis*  Bloss* 
October. 

■  V»e,  The  leaves  have  a  nauseous  taste.  ITaller  observes, 
tltnt  fhi  y  are  given  in  Germany  as  a  specific  in  the  atro- 
plu/  of  children.  Common  people  apply  them  to  issues. — 
fyitherhi^c.  In  .Scotland  the  Highlancfer';  niake  anoint- 
ment f>f  the  leaves,  which  is  much  valued  by  them  as  a 
re<ulv  cuire  lor  burns.—- Xfg//{/bar.  Tlie  berries  have  a  lit- 
tle 
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de  acidity;  tbej  purge  and  TomiU   In  warm  climates  a 
resinous  juice  exudes  from  the  stalks.  The  roots  are  used 
by  leather-cutters  to  whet  their  knives  upon.  The  evergreen 
leaves  adorn  out  walls  and  cover  the  naked  trunks  of 
trees.   Apricots  and  peaches,  covered  with  ivy  during  the 
month  of  February,   liave  been  observed  lo  bear  fruit 
plentifully. — IVitlurin.:.    Horses  and  hlieep  eat  it;  lows 
and  uoats  refuse  it — Lmnuas,  'J1ie  seeds  ut  ivv,  bluwn  bv 
the  wind  tfoai  ilie  tops  of  trees  atu!  houses,  have  bouituiues 
been  supposed  to  have  rainr'tl  from  tiie  clouds;  and  a  dis- 
tinijiiished  member  of  the  Royal  Society  declared  them 
oiicc  tu  be  wild  garlick. — IlilL 

Pentaadria^  Digynifi. 

89*  Heeniaria.   H.  glabra^   Polygonum  minute 
Amg^   Smooth  rupturewort. 

Gen.  DcK,   Cal.  five  divisions.    Bloss.  o;  stam.  five 
perfect,  and  five  imperfect ;  caps,  one-seeded. 

Spec.  Desc,    Plant  smooth,  four  to  eight  inches  long, 
trailing,  wood-like,  knotted  at  tlie  hot  torn  ;  fivwers  numer- 
•   Ous,  yellowish,  wilhouL  petals.    Floral  ha^ts  inau^uiai, 
fringed.    Graveliy  soil.    Bloss.  July,  August. 

Use.  A  little  saltish  and  mtriugent.  It  increases  the 
secretion  by  the  kid /lies.  The  juice  takes  away  specks  iu 
the  eye.  Horses,  cows  and  sheep  eat  it;  goats  and  swiuc 
refuse  it. — H  U  he  ring, 

30.  Chenopobium,  C«  Bonm,  Henricus.  Lapaihum 
tffie/tfofifjfi. 

Jng.  Mercury  goosefoot.  Common  English  mercury. 
All  good.  Good  Henry.  Good  King  Henry*  Wi|d  spinage* 

Gen.  Desc.  Cal.  iive-cleft,  Hve-ribbedl  Bloss.  o;  seed^ 
one;  round,  flatted,  superior,  horizontal,  covered  by  the 
ciosiog  calyx. 

Spec.  Desc.  Leaver  triangnlar-arrow-?thaped,  entire, 
waved.  Spikes  compound,  leafless,  axillary  ;  Utile  spikes 
alternate  sitting.  Bloss,  greenish-white;  Jiozcers  cougra^ 
gated,  silling.   Ruhhidi,  road-sides,  nuUs.    Bi.oss.  M;iy. 

U$e,  This  plaijt  is  cultivated  as<  s|>mage  by  the  poor  at 
Boston,  in  Liiicolnshire. — Cartii,  The  tops  ar**  eaten  boil- 
ed; and  a  dj^ttuetion  of  the  L'aves  is  used  in  emollient 
cUsiQts.—lIilL  The  young  ^Itnui^,  peeled  and  boilr^d,  luay 
be  eaten  as  asparagus,  wl»ich  they  r«j<euible  in  flavour. 
Thev  are  srenllv  laxative.  The  leaves  .♦it:  often  boiled  in 
wolb.   The  ro©ti  are  given  to  sheep  that  have  a  cough.  , 
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(Joau  iukI  sheep  ent  il,  but  are  not  t'uud  of  it  j  horses^ 
cows,  «Uid  swine,  refuse  iu — H  itficritig, 

31.  CucNOFODiuM.  C.  oUdum^  C.  vulvaria*  Blh 
turn  fuilidttnt. 

Jng    Stiuking  oraclie.   Stinking  gooscfoot.  ^ 
dm,  Desc*  above* 

Spec,  I)e$c,  I^avei  very  entire,  diauiond-eu:g-sbaped  ; 
JioKt'tt  congregated,  axiUary,  trailing,  and  i>meil  like  salt* 
iUh.    Road-sides,  old  waiis,   Bloss,  August. 

Use,  Its  smell  is  rank  and  fetid  ;  illias  got  the  repu- 
tation of  being  an  anti-hysteric,  Uorscst  cows^  sheep  and 
goats  eat  it;  swine  refuse  \l,-^WilheriH<^. 

jliifT.  Small  while  glasswutt.  Small  glasswort.  Sea» 
I  gooseloot. 

Sptr.  Disc,  ].eavc!<  aw l-sha[H d,  amirately  sc mit  ylin- 
drieal.  Jhamh.s  att( mate.  h'/oum  solitary,  axillarv. 
S(j//t'  single  .S/^///////7.s  tliree,  piuk-coiuurcd.  S'<rrc^  giosay. 
tSt  ft  ^/iorc,     l)LC)ss.  Aui^n^t. 

Lse,   I'liis  plant  h  an  excellent  pot-herb. — Whhcriag. 

S3.   Atriflbx.  tiaatata. 

^fig.    Wild  orache.    Fat-hen.    Lamb's  quarters^ 

Gen.  Desc»  Bless.  0.  FLowerst  some  hermaphrodite^ 
some  female,  on  the  same  plant ;  hermaphrodite  cal.  five- 
leaved.  Seed  1,  depressed*  u[>  right,  rem  ale,  cal.  two- 
leaved.  Seed  I,  compressed. 

Spec,  Dcsc,  SUm  herbaceous,  upright  or  tvailing,  an* 
gular,  furrowed.  Cidyx  valves  of  we  female  flowers 
large,  trowel-shaped,  indented.  L^niYii  trowel  or  halberd* 
shaped,  indented,  or  toothed,  or  entire*  Varies  much. 
iiubbisliy  (lnu*rhitls.    Btoss.  August,  September. 

Use,  Tills  plant  is  soniettines  leathered  as  a  pot-herb, 
and  eaten  in  lieu  of  <;pinai!:e  and  otlier  git  ens.  Cou^^ 
sheep,  goats  and  s\vin<f  cui  iL,  but  are  not  foiKl  of  it. — /li- 

34.    IluML  LUS.    JI,  iupulus,    Lupulits  ma9,  et  ftemiua, 

(it  n  Disc.  Male  and  female  flowers  on  different  plants. 
BloHS.  0;  male  caL  five-leaved;  female  cal.  one-lcaved, 
with  a  slantmg  opening,  entire.  Seed  one,  with  a  leaf- 
like  ealyx. 

Spec*  jOtsc,    Siem^  climbing.    Lioves  lobcd,  seriated. 
Flowers  grLcnish-yellow.    In  /led^es.    Btoss.  Jnly. 
Use.   The  Aowcrs  of  the  female  plant  are  the  commoa 

hop» 
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liops  used  io  brewing  ale  and  beer ;  tltcy  grow  wild  in  the 
hedges,  but  the  value  of  the  female  flowers  renders  it  wor-  • 

thy  of  being  carefully  cultivated:  Soil  and  cultivatioa 
occasion  some  varictirs,  but  for  the  purposes  of  brewing, 
they  are  commonly  distinguished  hv  tht  names  of  Kentish 
or  Worcestershire  hops.  Hop  vai  iU  luiirlit  be  preserved 
from  the  honey-dew,  v,  hieli  is  the  (  xercment  of  a  species 
of  aphis,  and  fi'oin  the  otuimotli,  by  l>eing  covered  wiili 
stone?.  See  l\  i(lu  riii<r  Bof,  Ar,  /.  r.  note,  A  decoction 
of  the  young  shoou  is  csK  emed  a  powerfu]  lithoTiihriptic, 
^Lighffoot,  A  bag  of  koj^s  pl.ic  t  tl  under  the  pillow  is  an 
excellent  suporihc. —Dr.  .Iddiifirton.  A  fleeoction  of  tin? 
roots,  or  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of  the  extrael,  is  said 
to  be  sudonlic,  a!id  to  answer  the  pui  poses  of  sarsaparilla. 
Tho  yoiini;  shoots  boiled,  and  eatf  n  as  asparagus,  early  iu 
sfiiin  r,  arc  esteemed  a  <lelicacy  ;  they  are  sold  under  the 
name  of  hoj)-top<^.—\t  will  dye  wool  yellow.  Strong  cloth 
is  made  in  Sweden  froai  the  stalks;  which,  for  that  pur> 
pose,  are  gathered  in  autumn,  soaked  in  water  all  the  win- 
ter, and  m  March,  after  being  dried  on  a  stove,  dressed 
like  fiax.   Horses^  cows,  sheep,  goats  and  swine  eat  it. 

^fyifheri^ig^  -  '  ' 

AVhat  is  that  electrical  murmur,  like  very  distant  than- 
der,  when  hop-poles  are  shtdceh  by  tlie  wind  li — Unnauts,' 

*  1>5.   Salsola*    S.  Knii,    Kaii  ^inosam  codkleaium, 

Aft^.    INickly  gla.sf«-wott-  Kelp-wort. 

Gai,  Dfsc.   CaL  tive-cleft,  Bloss.O;  seed  1,  beneath.; 
•coated  by  the  ody.v. 

Spec.  Dese,  lierbaceoosi  lying  down.  Lenv^B  aw1-4ihnp- 
ed,  thorny,  ro;igh ;  valifxe$  bordered,  axillary;  ^fiez^e^s 
greenish.    S^^dj^  sea  shorfn,    Blosh.  July,  August, 

Use.  This,  with  several  other  species  of  the  same  ge- 
nus, are  among  the  marine  plant:!,  from  which  the  fossil 
alkali,  known  by  the  name  of  barilla :  and  soda  ashes,  is  ' 
obtained.  Thh  species  is  most  in  use  in  Eastern  countries. 
On  the  coasts  of  the  .Mediterranean,  where  the  preparatinu 
of  these  ashes  forms  a  considerable  branoh  of  commerce, 
the  seeds  of  the  .salsola  rfre  rci^ularly  sown  in  a  |>ro  )er 
situation  near  the  sea.  Thej  sh«>ot  iii  about  a  fort ni<;ht ; 
^ad  about  seed  tjme  they  arc  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  and 
dried,  when  the  seeds  are  collected;  then  tied  in  bun- 
•dies,  and  burnt  in  an  oven  construe  tv^-d  for  the  pur- 
pose, where  the  ashes,  while  hot,  are  eonnniially  stirred 
with  long  pcrles.  Uii  btfcouijii.;  euid  the  saline  ijiauer  ionns 
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a  bard  solid  mass;  which  is  aftenrard  broken  into  coDTeni-* 
eni  pieces. — IVoodmlU. 

S6.    Ulmus.    (/.  campcUns,    U,  siflvestris, 
^ng.    Common  elm. 

Gtn.  Dtsc.  Cnl.  five-cleft.  Bloss.  0;  caps,  superior^ 
one-ci'Ded,  leaf-like,  compressed  ;  seed  solitary. 

^ijcc.  Dlsc.  Leaves  donblv  serrated,  uneciual  at  the 
base  ;  Jlocicrs  almost  sitting,  crowded,  in  a  kind  of  corym- 
bus.  Fiower-buds  beneath  the  leaf-buds,  Jhrk  cracked 
and  V.  rinkled.  IJedga,  hedgerows,  in  the  South  of  Mng- 
land.   Bloss.  April. 

the.  The  inner  tong^  bark,  which  is  directed  for  use 
by  the  pharmacopoeias,  lias  a  bitterish  taste,  but  no  pecu- 
liar smell :  it  abounds  with  a  slimy  juice,  recommended 
in  nephritic  cases,  and  externally  as  a  useful  application 
to  burns :  this  barkj  on  the  branches,  is  more  bitter  than  on 
the  trunk.  The  outer  bark  has  neither  taste  nor  smell,  and 
contains  t>ut  little  mucilage.  The  complaints  for  which 
this  medicine  has  been  used  are  chieBy  those  of -the  cu- 
taneous kind,  allied  to  herpes  and  lepra.  Dr.  Lysons  men- 
tions five  cases  of  inveterate  eruptions,  successfully  treated 
by  a  decoction  of  this  bark,  prepared  from  four  oz.  taken 
fresh  and  boiled  in  two  quarts  of  water  to  one ;  of  this  half 
a  pint  was  given  twice  a  day;  But  as  be  added  nitre,  and 
used  frequent  purgatives,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
cure  should  wholly  be  ascribed  to  the  elm  bark.  It  was 
found  efficacious  by  Dr.  Lettsom  in  the  lepra  ichthyosis  of 
Sauvages;  and  in  the  iiijra  lulgaris,  hi  a  remarkable  in- 
stance, by  Banaii ;  w  ho  proposes  the  use  of  it  m  rheuma- 
tism, fluor  albu»,  old  uieers,  cancerous  and  scrophulous 
affections,  tinea  capitis,  scurvy,  &c.  (Journal  de  Paris, 
A7S3,  w.  255.)  An  obstinate  per»(  vciance  of  some 
months  is  reqiiisitc. — Woodville,  This  decoction,  drunk 
freely,  has  been  known  to  carry  off  the  water  in  dropsies. — 
Withering.  I'hc  bark,  dried  and  ground  to  powder,  has 
been  mixed  w  ith  meal  in  isiorway  to  make  bread,  in  times 
of  scarcity. —  The  inner  bark,  boiled  in  water,  makes  nrr 
€xc(  llent  mucilage  used  in  sore  throats  and  fevers. — Hill. 
The  flower^  have  a  violet  smell.  The  wood,  being  hard 
and  toi;gh,  is  much  used  to  make  axle-trees,  mill  wheels, 
boat  ketls,  chairs,  cofiins,  &c.  This  tree  bears  transplant- 
ing, loves  an  open  situation,  and  black  or  clayey  soil,  and 
does  not  destroy  the  grass  under  it :  if  grafted  on  the  !/• 
glabra  it  will  not  throw  out  suckers,  with  which  it  it  apt 
to  over-run  the  ground.  UOrsei^y  cowsj  goats,  sheep  and 
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fwtne  are  fond  of  the  Iravcs. — W{ihcri/i(j;  And  the  tender 
kaves  are  devoured  with  avidity  by  silk  wornis^  Tr*  Soc* 
ArU,  a.  157. 

57.  Xanthium.  X.  strumarlum.  Lappa  minor, 
Atfg,  Lesser  burdock.  Uiirdoek  clotuvted. 
Gtn,  Desc.  Male  and  female  tl.  on  the  same  plant.  M, 
caI.  eommon,  tiled.  Bloss.  oiie-pcUil,  iuiiu^  l-sliapeJ,  life- 
cleft  ;  reeept.  ehaliy.  iV///.  involucr.  iwo-ieaved,  two- 
flowend.  liious,  Oj  cap*,  double,  pripkl^',  cioven;  nut 
two-eelled. 

Spec,  Dcsc.  .S/c"//?  thorn i<'s-.  J. rvnT^  heart-shaped,  three* 
fibad.  M.  f!.  ill  a  braucht'l  bum  ii,  termiuatuiir.  ,ff* 
in  busotiH  ui  ii[>per  leaves,  yV/(U  obioug,  echiiiMted,  Umg^ 
hilis,    Bloss.  June,  Sifiteiiiber. 

isc.  The  leaves  are  bitter  and  astrin^c  at.  A  decoetioii 
of  the  whole  plant  aft'ords  a  brip^lit  showy  yellow  colour; 
but  it  is  better  if  only  the  flowi-rs  are  used.  Horses  rmd 
goaU  eat  it  j  cowSj  sheep  aod  swine  refuse  U.^H  iiheruig^ 

38.   Eryngium.    E,  maritimum* 

Att^.    Sc  u  eryngo.    Sea  holly, 

(jiii.  Dcsc,  Flowers  fonning"  a  head  ;  t^c  n.  invoL  many- 
leaved  ;  reeept.  chatTv  ;  seeds  rough,  witTi  flexible  scales. 

Spef,  Dcsc.  Rvui  /f'(a'c.<  roundish,  plaited,  ihorny,  three- 
cleft.  I  ppcr  leaver  and  leaf-stalks  c  tnbrucing  the  stem. 
}'lmcfrHt[r  htad^mx  f ruil-staiks ;  i  haiV  1  h ree-pointod .  Jjtairs 
liaalv,  witli  a  whiti-ih  wood-like  Inuder:  angles  fiulint^ 
ill  s\\nrp  wliitish  tliorns.  JBioss,  whitish  blue.  6ia  iZ/ort*. 
hhoss.  July,  Aui:ti«^t. 

Use,  The  root,  the  part  direct* d  for  uutlicinal  use,  ex* 
hibits  to  the  taste  a  (Li;nitefnl  sw<'cin*  and  beini^  chewed 
tor  some  time,  di^eovers  a  li^ht  antinaiu  warmth  or  pun- 
-^ncy.  Boerhaave  esteemed  this  the  principal  of  the  apc^ 
*'tnt  roots,  and  he  usually  prescribed  it  as  a  diuretic  and 
ti'iti$eor(fiUit\  It  has  likewise  been  celebrated  for  its  u- 
phrodi^iiie  powers  :  but  the  effects  of  cryngo  seem  now  to 
obtain  but  little  credit.  The  root  is  frequently  sold  in  the 
•bops  candied ;  and  is  made  into  a  sweat-meiit.-^/Koo//- 
ulU.  The  leaves  a^e  sweetish,  with  a  light  aronmtic 
warmth  and  pungency. — fViiheriug,  The  young  flower- 
ing sboots  boiled,  liave  the  flavour  of  asparagus. — Litm. 

S'j.    Daucus.    D*  carela.    D,  siflwiliis,  L),  lui^aris, 
I),  poli^gamns, 
Ang^   Wild  canot.    Bird's  nesU 
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Gen.  Dcsc.  Eloss.  somewhat  l  adiatcd  ;  florets  he rmapb. 
lealits  ot*  the  involucr.  divideU  j  seedi»  with  uiembiuuace- 
ous  toothed  ridges. 

Spec,  JJe^c,  Anrrlcs  of  stvrA'  4,  distant,  hispid  ;  leaf- 
stalks, fibrous  imclcriirath  ;  umbel  concave  \vhcn  in  seed; 
(lowers  white  or  reddish.  MeaddtiS,  pastures*  Blos6, 
July,  August. 

Tiiere  are  several  varieties  of  this  species.    See  Boi*  Ar* 

ran^tmcvL 

I  .w".    Tho   seeds  hnve  a  light  aroraatu'  -^mcll,  and  a 
warm  acrid  taste;  they  possess,  thonsrh  not  rn  a  consider- 
able degree,  the  aromatic  qualities  common  to  those  of 
most  of  the  umbelliferous  plants,  and  hence  they  have 
long  been  deemed  carminative  and  emmenagogue ;  but  they 
arc  chietiy  esteemed  for  their  diuretic  powers^  and  for  their 
utility  in  crricitlbttS  and  nephritic  complaints  :  in  which  an 
infusion  of  three  spoonsfuil  of  the  seeds  in  a  pint  of  boiU 
in.^  water  has  been  recommended ;  or  the  seeds  may  be 
fermented  in  mah  iiqvor,  which  receiver  frotn  them  an 
ag  reeable  flavour^  resembling  that  of  lemon  p^U  Carrels 
hWe  been  given  to  children  as  a  veni)iftige*  The  e:Kpress* 
ed  juicci  or  a  decoction  of  the  roOU  lias  b<cn  recommend- 
ed in  calculous  cpmplaints,  .and  as  a  gargle  for  infants  in 
apikous  ^fief  tionsy  or  esccoriations  of  ihe  mouth ;  mud  a 
poultice  f»f  scraped  carrot  ba^  b^n  found  useful,*  applied 
to  phagedenic  ulcers,  and  to  ^amtrouM  and  puirid  som; 
a^fWeli  in  mitigating  the  pain  as  in  abating  ttie  smelL— 
lliis  plant,  in  ita.cultivated  state,  is  the  well  ktiown  garden 
carrot,  which,  as  it  possesses  a  large  proportion  of  sac* 
channe  itnatte^r,  i^'orqs  consequenOy  much  nooHshment, 
"but  it  is  found  to  be  difficult  of  digestion. — IVoodttHt. 
An  infusion  of  the  seeds  in  ale  or  water  has  been  found  to 
give  immediate  relief  in  sharp  iits  of  the  gravel. —  Li^ki^ 
joot.—!l  il/nn'ng.    The  roots  are  a  grateful  and  nutritious 
iond   lor  ail  kinds  of  t  aule,  and  well  worlliy  of  atteui' 
tiun  ;  bul,  if  ^ivi  m  too  long,  they  are  apt  to  occastoq 
biuudy  urine.  16id, 

[  To  be  couuMied.  ] 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phi/sical  Jout  mi. 
Gentlembn> 

The  l(  )Oi\  effects  which  I  liave  frequently  r\ pcm  need 
from  the  external  application  ot  K^ponge,  lead  me  to  sub- 
mit to  you  the  following  observations  on  its  ertieaey  us  a 
dressing  in  many  cases^  ia  wUich  I  believe  U  is  uot  at 
present  in  general  use. 

The  first  I  shall  mention,  and  indeed  one  in  which  I 
have  never  failed  in  giving  the  mo^t  marked  relief,  is  Oph- 
thalmia.   The  usual  mode  of  applying  refrigerant  and  as- 
tringent applications  to  an  inflamed   eye,  is  either  by 
means  of  linen  compresses  or  bread  cataplasmsj  soaked  in 
asatamine  solution.   These  are  in  many  cases  ineffectual^ 
and  in  ali  inelegant^  modes  of  dressing;  the  lioen  verjT 
shortly  becomes  exceedingly  stiffs  and  the  coarser  particles 
of  the  lead  being  precipitated,  give  a  constant  and  violent 
stimulus  to  the  organ*   Brr  ul,  althongh  free  in  a  great 
measure  from  the  Tatter  fault,  prodoces  so  great  aa  accu« 
mulation  of  heat  in  the  diseased  part^  that  it  is  rendered 
hard  in  a  very  short  time;  and  if  long  applied,  is  reduced  to 
a  half-baked  state.  If  this  is  attempted  to  be  obviated  by 
frequent  renewal,  the  admission  of  light,  in  a  great  meo- 
sore,  connteracts'tbe  design  of  the  application,  and  at  night 
is  impracticable.  To  avoid  those  inconveniencies,  I  am 
iothehalntof  applying  a  bandage  composed  of  two  ciren* 
iar  pieces  of  nnc  sponge,  extremely  well  beaten  and 
washed,  so  as  to  remove  any  extraneous  matter  which 
might  adhere  to  them,  and  then  sewed  to  a  bit  of  tape,  so 
as  to  compieatly  cover  both  eyes,  and  tie  behind  the  head. 
If  one  eye  only  is  diseased,  the  piece  of  sponq^e  correspond- 
ing with  it,  is  soaked  in  the  application  nUeiuie^l  lo  he 
used,  while  the  other  excludes  tlie  light  from  the  sound 
eye;  anobjectot  material  coij<(  (|ui'iiee  in  every  affeetion 
of  those  delicate  organs,  whn^e  uioiions  sympathi/e  so 
strongly.    By  this  means  the  remedy  is  kept  eiinstanily 
applied  to  the  diseased  part,  the  dressiii',^-.  never  grow  stiff, 
the  <?tirTudus  of  lii^ht  is  effertnally  evrlnrled,  and  a  :L;,reater 
and  more  umfbrni  drcrree  of  cold  is  pio(hiced  than  can 
posxibly  be  done  by  any  other  means,  as  a  larger  and  Ireer 
iurtace  is  exposed  to  evaporation;  added  to  which,  the  sup-  ^ 
ply  is  constant,  an  object  of  great  comfort  to  the  patient, 
particularly  at  night,  as  he  needs  only  to  press  the  sponge' 
and  produce  the  desired  quantity*  1  have  at  present  a  ca^ie 

under 
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under  my  em,  of  the  most  violent  ophthalmia  1  ever  saw^ 
and  diiSerittg  only  from  that  which  affected  our  troops  »». 
the  late  expedition  to  Egypt^  in  not  being  contagious  ;  it 
had  resisted  everj*  topical  application  to  the  eye  itself. 
Blisters  to  the  temples  and  behind  the  ears^  purgiag 
with  repeated  doses  of  calomel,  and  even  scarifications^ 
0   had  prefaced  hot  a  temporary  relief.  The  applicatioo  of 
the  sponge  however,  immersed  ii^  a  solution  ox  vitciolated 
zinef  in  Iwelve  hoursL  produced  so  favourable  a  change,  aa 
to  do  away  the  fears  of  suppuration  taking  place;  and  in 
the  coarse  of  the  ensuing  day  a  rapid  pro^re^s  was  made' 
towairds  a  cure ;  he  is  npw  in  a  state  of  convalescence. 
The  sponee  dressing  is  eminently  useful  in  inflammation  of 
the  testicle;  the  usual  application  of  a  cataplasm  impreg- 
nated with  saturnine  soliiiion  is  not  only  extremely  filthy, 
hut  tVoni  tfie  threat  ileal  produced  hecoMics  very  soon  stiff, 
wiiile  a  small  bag  of  oiled  bilk  or  vr.riii^lied  linen,  lined 
Willi  a  layer  of  prepared  sponp:c,  keeps  the  part  constantly 
cool,  moist,  and  inmu  rsed  in  the  remedy,  and  uets  as  an 
excellent  suspensory  u.iiitlage.    It  the  disease  is  produced 
iroin  a  [jfinorrlinpa  too  suddenly  stopped,  a  case  of  the 
same  material  with  a  bit  of  sponge  soaked  in  warm  oilj^ 
sewed  in  the  (  xtreniiiy  of  it,  will  keep  the  giaiis  con- 
stantly nioihi,  soiieit  a  renewal  of  the  dibcharge,  uiul  to-r 
gciher  with  the  injection  of  warm  oil,  entire  a  speedy 
termination  of  the  compiuint.    And  ir-.de' d,  ia  every  case 
oi  <;onorrh(jea,  where  cleanliness  is  indispensable  and  cou- 
realment  frecjuentiy  necessary,  a  case  for  the  penis  of  this 
kind,  with  the  sponge  soaked  cither  iu  an  astringent  or 
emollient  application,  as  may  be  judged  necessary,  w  ill  be 
found  extremely  useful.   In  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
extremities,  particularly  tUtu  species  of  paronychia,  which 
Tuns  so  rapidly  to  a  termju^ation,  as  frequently  to  render 
amputation  necessarx^Jlhis  dressing  will  be  found  excellent 
when  impregnated  with  a  very  strong  astringent.    In  aU 
most  every  ca:>e  of  external  inflammation,  the  medicated 
sponge  is  superior  to  any  other  ^application ;  and  where^ 
frcmi       shape  or  situation  of  the  part,  it  can  be  applied 
without  any  external  covering  (as  die  eye  or  knee).  The 
rapidit^r  of  evaporation  and  consequent  decrease  of  temper* 
ature  will  considerably  augment  the  effect*  When  emol- 
lient applications  and  an  increase  of  heat  are  indicated^ 
both  those  intentions  will  be  fully  answered  by  applying 
the  case  lined  with '  sponge  immersed,  in  warm  oil.  The 
relaxation  of  the  Burtace  produced  is  very  rapid  and  eftec- 
tuai ;  in  many  ca*$e3  so  much  so,  us  to  prodfuce  a  profuse 

perspiration 


Digitized  by  Google 


f 


t 


Dr,  Rodmari$  Cast  of  Anturism  of  the  Aorta,  235 

perspiration  on  the  part.  A  particular  friendj^  a  patient  of 
mine,  who  has  been  long  a  mar^r  to  gout,  is  constantljp 
furnished  with  an  apparatus  of  this  nature,  which  in  him 
uniformly  produces  a  great  degree  of  perspiration  and 
consequent  relief  of  the  fit. 

My  opportunities  of  trying  tliis  mode  of  dressing  have 
been'  principally  confined  to . inflammatory  cases;  and  the 
♦rood  effects  produced  from  it,  in  them,  have  been  so  ob- 
vious as  to  induce  me  to  give  a  decided  preference  to  it, 
where  it  can  possibly  be  procured. 

I  am^  &c. 

Strabcnr,  JOHN  HENNEN,  Sufgeon, 

Augu$t  4,  X8(H.  3d  Division  of  Light  Infantry. 


Case  of  Aneurism  of  the  Aorta,  and  Case  of  Imper- 
FoRATKD  Anus  and  Vagina.  Communicated  bif  ioan 
KoDAiAN,  M.D.  of  FuUlcjf, 

In  May,  1803,  an  unmarried  woman,  aetat.  30,  while  ap* 
parently  in  perfect  health,  suddenly  ieXi  ftottk  her  seat,  and 
was  deprived  in  a  few  moments  of  every  symptom  of  life* 
^trerai  means  wef«  used  to  restore  her,  but  she  was  dead. 

Dissection  Twa  Days  after  Deaths 

The  blood-vessets  of  the  brain  were  uncommonly  turgid. 
*  No  other  diseased  appearances  were  observed  within  the 
cranium. 

The  aorta  was  so  much  dihucd,  that  from  its  origin  to 
the  curvature  of  the  arch,  It  nicasin-ed  fully  five  inches  in 
tiiameter  from  ric^ht  to  left,  and  was  filled  with  coairnlahle 
iympii  liardened  like  a  cake.  The  external  side  of  this  part 
^f  the  vessel  was  greatly  tliickcned,  and  adhered  firmly  to 
the  sternum.  'Hie  imci  nal  surface  of  the  dorsal  side  was 
iilcprated,  and  nt  a  place  considerably  eroded,  it  had  burst 
^'thiu  tiic  p(M-icardium,  which  also  was  much  distended 
aud  idled  with  blood. 

I  was  infurincd,  nftti'  the  di^^scction,  that  without  any 
known  cause  a  tumour  appeared  to  the  riglit  of  the  ster- 
nom  eighteen  months  a^o,  protruding  lijie  the  face  of  a 
Watch,  and  attended  with  strong  pnlsaCions.  About  this 
tunc  she  applied  to  a  surgeoti  for  advice,  but  no  means 
^''^re  used  for  her  recovery,  aud  the  lumour  sooa  vanished. 

It 


Digitized  by  Google 


^S6  Dr.  RodmatCs  Case  of  imperforated  Amts  and  Fagina. 

It  is  singular  that  she  took  little  notice  of  it  after  thisi 
nnd  seemed  to  ieei  no  further  inconveniency  from  it.  She 
had  a  good  appetite^  menstruated  regnlarlyi  and  continued 
very  corpulent. 

It  was  remarked,  that  of  late  she  had  been  occasionally 
affected  with  lifiothymia  or  smooring^  as  it  was  termed^  aad 
that  while  walicing  np  hill  her  breathing  was  ouicker  than 
iisual^  yet  within  three  months  she  had  travelled  twenty 
milea  in  a  day  with  apparent  ease*  Her  "period  of  men- 
struation was  about  the  time  of  her  death* 

This  case  affords  an  instance,  in  which  a  medical  mnn 
might  have  been  deceived  more  readily  than  in  the  one 
detailed  by  Dr.  Moody,  No.  62,  of  this  Journal;  lor  in  the 
ioi  iiicr,  the  tumoiu  ailually  disappeared,  leaving  no  exter- 
nal marks  of  disease;  whereas,  la  the  latter,  the  lutuour  re- 
mained as  a  constant  memento  mori.  i*oth  patients  expe- 
rienced a  degree  of  health  grcitly  beyond  what  theory 
can  lead  to  suppose. 

Being  desired  to  visit  a  female  child,  in  September^  ISOo, 
which  had  not  the  smallest  vestige  of  an  anus  or  vairinn, 
although  the  urethra  was  natural,  1  attempted  to  proc  ure  a 

passage  from  the  rectum  without  success^  and  the  child 

died. 

Upon  opening  the  body,  the  bladder  was  found  to  be  tht 
common  receptacle  for  the  kidneys  and  intestines^  and' the 
only  vagina  from  the  uterus.  The  rectnm  terminated  in  a 
kind  of  tubc^y  sending  oiit  a  small  projection  like  a  beak, 
which  penetrated  the  back  part  of  the  bladder,  nigh  its 
neck,  and  opened  into  it  obliquely  downwards.  The  uteras 
was  united  with  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and  projected 
very  little  above  it*  Within  the  bladder  the  os  uteri  and 
ending  of  the  rectam  were  distinct,  but  none  of  the  meco- 
nium bad  passed  from  the  intestines. 

In  giving  this  case  it  may  be  proper  to  mention^  that 
doring  the  three  days  which  the  child  liyed,  air  was  fre> 
quently  observed  issuing  out  by  the  urethra*  Attention  to 
|nis  circumstance  may  lead,  in  similar  cases,  to  a  diflfcrenf 
prognosis  from  what  might  otherwise  be  given. 

Juljf  18,  1804. 
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To  the  EdUors  of  llie  Medical  and  Pli^ical  Journal 

j\l/rnOUGIl  I  have  not  p^n  tirularly  nttcncied  to  the 
Cuairuversj,  coiicci ninu;  i\\c  u^e  ot*  cold  u[»pli('ations  in 
cases  of  arihiitic  iiiHaiiiinaiio!!,  in  <oine  late  Numbers  of 
your  Journul,  yet  1  presume  the  tollowing  facts  will  he 
acceptable  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  iaterested  them- 
idves  iu  that  discussion. 

A  few  months  ago,  I  was  informed  by  a  flag-officer  of 
my  acquaintance^  that  when  in  the  service  of  Portugal, 
and  employed  in  South  America^  he  was  seized  with  a 
severe  fit  of  gout  in  the  ball  of  the  great  toe ;  from  which, 
by  acute  pain,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  inflammation, 
he  was  onable  to  move  about.    An  old  major  of  the  army, 
who  was  subject  to  gout,  had  a  command  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoodj  and  undertook  to  cure  my  friend,  as  he  had 
often  done  himself,  by  immersing  the  foot  in  cold  water. 
The  river,  in  which  tne  ship  Rty  at  anchor,  happened  to  . 
be  .much  awoln  with  snow«water,  that  at  a  certain  time  of 
the  year  comes  from  the  high  mountains  of  that  country  ; 
and  in  order  that  he  might  have  fiill  advantage  of  watei^  at 
the  coldest  temperature  that  could  be  procured,  he  was 
mried  in  hjs  barge  Ito  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  there 
plunged  the  affected  foot  i  nto  the  stream.   The  water  might 
prcsbably  be  from  40*^  to  50«  of  Farenheit,  which  is  cold 
for  these  latitudes.    He  felt  immediate  ease,  and  was  soon 
relieved  from  ihis  fit  of  gout.    But  while  the  old  Major'ii 
mt  thod  of  cure  was  going  on  successfully  with  the  Kii'^lisU 
oflictT,  he  was  affected  iiimself  with  a  painful  fit  of  the 
same  disease.    He  had  iecuurse  to  his  usual  iciiiedy.  The 
pain  and  redness  left  the  great  toe,  and  he  thou(j;lu  hin)^<'If 
cured.    But  wiulc  he  was  exuitnig  iu  his  fortunate  <  scape, 
good  easy  uuui !  he  was  seized  with  apoplexy,  and  died  in 
a  few  hours.    Since  that  time,  now  thirty  years  ago,  my 
friend  has  scarcelv  snffered  anv  altack  of  regular  gout; 
but  he  consulted  me  for  complaint^,' which  I  conceive  to 
be  ommaious  gout?;  such  as  vertigo,  hemicrania,  dimness 
<>F  ^ight,  and  dyspepsia,  with  all  its  train  of  nervous  at- 
fcctions.   These  be  has  had^  in  some  degree  or  other,  ever 
since  he  was  in  South  America. 

Now,  i  believe  occnrcences  of  this  kind  are  not  uncom> 
vnon  in  medical  practice;  for  we  observe  accidental  cold 
l^jroduc^  atl  the  evils  that  are  here  meCittoned.   The  ex^ 
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perience  of  physicians  m  all  ages^  has  been  very  uniform 
in  this  respect.    Hence  the  general  opinion  has  wisely 
directed,  ttiat  the  goat  should  he  eiHisigned  to  patience  and 
flannel,  Jest  a  more  serious  complaint  siiOuld  be  the  conse* 
quence  of  driving  it  from  the  extremities.  I  have  not 
seen  Dr.  Kinglake*s  book  on  gout;  bat  from  what  I  may 
^udge  of  hjs  communications  in  your  Journal^  he  will  find 
It  a  difficult  task  to  prove  that  this  dise^ise  is  a  local  one. 
One  of  the  most  exquisite  cases  of  gout  which  ever  came 
within  my  knowledge,  was  in  a  gentleman  of  thirty-two 
years  of  age.   A' hereditary  disease  was  early  brought  into 
activity  from  intemperance.  I  have  seen  the  infiammatieii 
of  the  extremities  alternate  with  fits  of  epilepsy  and  hys- 
teria, in  the  space  of  a  few  hours.  I  have  seen  htm  tn  the 
most  excruciating  pain  from  gastrodynh,  coiica,  and  af^ 
fections  of  the  kidneys,  ureters,  and  bladder^  when  the  red- 
ness of  the  joiuis  su(hlenly  disappeared;  and  I  have  stood 
hy,  while  he  took  opium,  aCJu  r,  or  ardent  spirit,  tor  relief^ 
and  the  pain  and  redness  would  almost  instantly  be  felt 
again  in  some  ot  the  articulations  of  the  hand  or  foot. 
This  geutlemau  died  soon  ^Aer. 

I  am,  iLc, 

T.  TROTTEK. 

Newctuiie  upon  J^e,  July  20^  1804.  , 


To  tlie  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phj/sical  Journal, 

Gentlemen^ 

TTlIOUGH  theoretic  productions  have  in  medicine  heew 
censured,  and  are  now  pretty  g<'n(»rally  become  the  objects 
of  contempt,  this  has  not  ha[)|)ent  d  jr(jni  the  culpabieness 
or  inutility  of  theory,  but  tVum  the  manner  in  which  sileh 
productions  were  Ibrnicd.    For  instead  ot  theoi  izers  goin^ 
on  regularly  and  with  great  care^  to  make  inductions  from 
matter  of  fact,  they  have  spun  their  doctrines-  out  of  Uicir 
own  imaginations.   I  am  now  to  call  your  attention  to 
theories,  or  rather  a  system,  which  I  conceive  formed  from 
facts  alone.    1  began  about  eight  years  ago  to  investigate 
according  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  Lord  Verulam  ; 
and  have  finished  a  system  he  endeavoured  to  build,  en- 
tirely according  to  the  same.  Whether  it  be  true  moat  be 
decided  by  the  judgement  of  others^  but  the  plan  on 

which 
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thkh  I  attempted  to  proceed  cannot  I  trust  but  meet  wick 
general  approbation;  and  must^  Ziehen  abl^  pursued,  lead  to 
great  improvements. 

The  work  I  allude  to  is  entitled  ''Outlines  of  a  Treatise 
on  the  disordered  States  oF  the  Lungs."  This^  in  the  first 
place,  shews  what  agents  disonler  the  lungs,  in  what  man- 
ner they  act,  and  what  disoi tiercel  slates  they  occasion;  ic 
tben  enquires  into  the  conscc)uenc'rs  u  hicli  must  arise  Jroni 
those  disordered  coJ\ditioiis  oi  the  puhuonary  organs;  it 
findi,  partieuhirly,  that  when  th(!  hmii^s  aic  over-charged 
with  blood,  the  vcnie  eavie  eiinnot  prt>[)(  riy  discharge  taeir 
contents;  and  cousccjuciitly,  that  tile  vliilc  jiigulares,  and 
veDa?  hepaticie,  cannot  sufiieiently  discharge  t/L'irs;  and 
Iroui  thest'  heint';  overh)aded,  it  discovers  various  afreetion5 
(ej>pecially  nuiiied)  which  must  attack  the  head  or  liver. 
The  diseases  wbicli  arise  from  a  turgesccnce  of  the  supe- 
rior cava  are  made  to  form  one  cUiss;  and  those  whick' 
spring  from  a  turgescence  of  the  inferior,  are  formed  into 
another.  ,  But  a  third,  and  very  important  t  Uis^?,  is  formed 
of  dio^e  diseases  whicli  arise  more  immcdiittely  from  an 
accumulation  in  the  Ituiirs  themselves.  The  third  [)art  of 
the  work  contains  such  exceptions  as  may  he  made  against 
Any  part  of  the  preceding  work,  with  the  reasons  why 
they  do  not  in  reality  militate  against  its  truth;  and  sucli 
indication  of  prophylaxis,  or  treatmeiit  of  the  diseases,  as 
arise  from  the  before-mentioaed  view  of  their  origin  and 
nature*  Notwithstanding  the  plan  I  prescribed  to  myself 
in  forming  the  above  work  was  such  as,  if  rigidly  adhered 
to,  and  ably  pursued,  must  have  excluded  errors;  and  not- 
«iriistanding  uUo  the  execution  took  up  many  years,  I  am 
fully  sensible  error  is  not  impossible;  but  the  work  has 
bod  my  greatest  care,  and  if  any  others  are  disposed  to 
point  out  erroi-s,  1  shall  be  very  happy  to  be  informed  of 
them. 

i  have  thcHigbt  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  . 
above  work,  because  it  was  executed  upon  a  new  plan;  and 
if  tcue,  must  lay  the  foundation  for  a  new  syttem  of  medicine, 

I  am.  &c. 

THOMAS  ALDER, 
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Account  of  a  very  bemaf.kable  Chalykeate  Spring, 
lattlif  discovered  mar  lUading,  Communicated  bj^  Dr. 

Mineral  Springs  of  a  chalybeate  natare  are  by  no 
means  uncommon  in  this  island ;  but  very  few,  either  in 
Bcrength  or  efficacy,  approach  the  Caversham  Spa.  It  is 
situated  npoii  a  hill>  about  a  mile  from  the  Thames^  on  the 

Oxfoidshire  side  of  the  river,  and  nearly  two  miles  from 
Reading;  a  number  ot  springs  arise  in  the  neighbourhood, 
but  none  perceptibly  possessing  any  chalybeate  property. 
When  fir^L  discovered,  it  was  a  mutkly  pool  covered  with 
an  ocln  cous  crust  reflectincr  a  variety  of  colours.  The  pro- 
prietor erected  a  pinn[)  to  exclude  the  atmospheric  uii  i 
since  which  time,  the  water,  when  first  drawn,  has  been 
clear  and  sparkling. 

The  suKil  immediately  detects  sulphureous  gas,  but  it  if 
not  so  siroiig  as  to  give  a  decided  character  to  the  water. 
To  the  taste  there  is  a  verv  stroni^  astrini^ency,  which  re- 
mains for  a  rcMisi(l(>rablc  time  upon  tlie  palate.  It  instan- 
taiieon^Iy  produces  a  very  deep  black  with  infusion  of 
galls  or  tea.  Exposed  for  a  short  time  it  loses  its  brilli- 
Rucy,  and  in  a  few  hours  becomes  muddy,  most  probably 
from  the  escape  of  carbonic  acid  gas  by  which  the  iron  is 
supp09ed  to  be  held  in  solution,  in  less  than  two  days  all 
the  iron  is  deposited,  as  the  tests  no  longer  detect  it  in  the 
water.  From  a  sal  Ion,  thirty-two  grains  of  solid  contents 
were  procured,  the  greater  part  of  which  seemed  to  be  an 
oxyd  of  iron. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  and  presuming,  to  point  out  to 
medical  men  the  particular  complaints  and  constitutions  in 
which  a  mineral  water  of  this  nature  proves  useful.  In 
many  diseases  of  debility  the  most  stiiking  effects  have 


first  discovery,  its  fame  has  extended  to  the  whole  8ar<* 
rounding  country^  and  the  credulous  may  be  daily  in« 
formed  of  the  wonders  atchieved  by  this  powerful  medi- 
cine. It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  believe  exagger- 
ated report,  as  authentic  evidence  exists  in  a  great  variety 
of  cases  where  it  has  been  eminently  useful. 

Much  caution  is  necc.'^s.irv  in  its  exhibition.  It  is  highly 
stimulaiiL,  a-;  a  (jiiartcr  of  a  jjint  will  in  many  jiiduce  fever- 
ishnces  and  bcad-ach,  and  that  alnu^st  instantaneously  ; 
the  dose  should  luereiore  be  aL  iiisi  suiaii,  and  aftei  wards 


been  evinced. 


more  than  a  year  since  its 
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r^fgulaitd  according  to  its  effects.  It  often  confines- the 
bowels,  iuid  rrequently  operates  by  urine,  lo  he  drank 
With  greatest  advantage,  it  should  be  had  fresh  from  the 
pump,  and  then  there  cannot  exist  a  doubt  ul  its  being 
fiuperior  in  streu^tU  tu  the  celebrdtied  Tuxibxid^e  cin^iy^ 

August  IS,  1804. 


7a  ilit  Ediiars  qf  tJie  Medical  and  Phi/fical  JoumaU 

OKNTLKMBH^ 

Let  Die  beg  of  jou  again  to  permit  ine  to  exercise  a 
little  of  what  Mime  may  be  ready  to  term  hyper-criticism. 
Youir  candour  will  more  readily  incline  you  to  yield  to  mjr 
fariKst  request  when  you  iind  tliat  my  observations  are  no 
loQgerupOD  places  where,  or  nefsons  wlio,  but  directly  ad 
fm,  to  the  thing  in  which  toe  inhabitants  of  the  whole 
world  are  interested. 

In  page  182,  (Aug.  1804,)  ye  say,  "Allowing  the  facts, 
the  contradiction  can  only  be  explained  by  admitting  the 
possibilitv  of  both  perfect  and  imperfect  vaccination^  from  ' 
t  Tidatcd  source,  tinder  similar  circumstances,  and  in  each 
case  with  an  entirely  regular  progress  of  the  inoculated 
▼esicle." 

How  will  this-be  understood  by  your  readers  in  general  f 
Are  we  ipso  facto  to  admit  such  possibility?  jor  are  we  only 
to  admit  it  ad  absurdum  or  ex  absurdof  From  more  vexa* 
tious  and  tcazing  experience  than  I  hope  has  fallen  to  the 

lot  of  any  other  individual,  I  have  learnt  that  perfect  cuvv- 
pock  cannot  j)ossibly  he  produced  iVoni  u  vitiated  source; 
while  it  is  a  fact  that  matter  taken  liuiu  the  centre  of  a 
perfect  pock,  and  of  a  proper  age,  may  utterly  fail  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  efi'ectj  tiiougli  most  dexterously  applied 
with  the  lancet. 

Every  body  is  acquainted  with  the  efforts  of  nature  in 
the  reparation  of  injuries  ;  the  formation  oi  callus  after 
frn<'tures,  of  eij-atrix  after  the  (h'sli  u<:tion  of  soil  parts.  [ 
beiit»ve  the  epiih'rifiis  is  noi  unit<'d  alu.'r  being  cut,  abrarled, 
or  lacerated,  without  its  formation  of  cicatricle.  It  is  this  / 
perhaps  which  is  principally  the  occa-;ionof  the  character* 
istic  depression  in  the  centre  of  the  cow-pock,  from  its 
earliest  formation.    In  the  incipient  poak  the  cicairichi 

(  Ko.67.  )        .  K  does 
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docs  not  allow  it  to  swell  out  full  on  its  .summit.  \\'hen  it 
has  acquired  its  full  dimensions  it  uii^ht  be  expected  to  be 
flat,  like  extensive  blisters  from  a  scald,  while  smaller  ones 
are  nearly  spherical.  At  sucfi  tinio  \v<'  know  the  vaiiolous 
])i)(  k  breaks  into  a  niiinbrr  ot  dii»tjiu  i  vesjicles,  w  bile  the  vac- 
ciolinis  one,*  (or  rather  the  vacciolous  congeries  of  cells) 
which  it  is  necessary  to  break  up  bv  various  punctiuL  s  in 
obtaining  the  euardian  fluul,  keeps  united.  If  the  inocu- 
lation have  been  neatly  performed  with  a  sharp  instrument, 
the  genuine  va(  t  ioUxis  duid  is  immediately  obtained  on 
puncturing  it  with  the  lancet,  and  can  never  be  taken  too 
soon.  Jf  by  many  punctures  and  pressures  on  tlic  pock  aa 
increased  flow  of  fluid  be  promoted,  the  lymphatic  dis- 
charge so  excited  may  aflbrd  an  ichor  or  virus  somewha* 
diluted ;  and  if  by  the  wounding  of  some  ramificatioa  of 
blood-vessel  it  become  distftiiied  stiU  further  dilution  is 
occasioned ;  but  such  matter,  in  a  thousand  instances,  I 
have  found  to  produce  only  the  genuine  effect.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  inoculation  have  bccD  performed  by  an 
untoward  application  of  the  instrument,  oi  by  too  heavy  a 
band,  an  action  is  sot  up  which  gives  a  different  appear- 
ance to  the  pock«  A  small  scab  is -soon  formed  at  tlie 

plaire 


*  Whv  shouM  we  !Uiy  Vuccini',  &c.  a  la  FrancBkef  The  wwM  is  mocH 

indt'hted  trj  ilie  French  chemists  for  their  new  noinenclature;  but,  «s 
we  Ihv  a-!<ie  our  term  rr>vv-|K)rk,  of  Gothic  oricin,  uiul  adopt  a  technical 
(claisicj  one;  uther  let  us  tuiiuw  di**  original  one  ol  .Tenner,  variola  %'ar- 
cina,  or  Uie  more  happy  one  of  Stokes,  vacciola.  From  the  riJfagr!*  *tli 
libDlit  town  we  have  milk;  from  Cumbridgf shire,  batter;  <Vom  Cheshife 
tmd  Gloucf  stei-shire,  cheese.  .All  this  is  TMOcine  iDiner;  and,  a-  jortiatip 
.  the  flesh  of  the  aniniul  is  so ;  but  vacciolous  mutter  is  matter  of  vuccio).!  ur 
cow-pock,  wliich  nither  better  admits  of  ulT  the  chanjiesfjf  verb,  pnrtjV  jph  , 
ndjectivc,  v\c.  being  rnuii  upon  it  tlian  i-accin,  1  ht»pe  ye  will  more  sfe.tclv 
adhere  to  the  u»e  of  it,  in  opposition  to  the  French  maccnnic)',  which  laanv 
of  our  tamet  emineat  vactrioliitnn  m  ceiii|il«iiuii:ly  edopt;  v^tt>>hewing 
that  the  greater  phyfliolo<:ical  skill  by  no  meaaa  implies  or  promises  pUiJo- 
lofpcal  acitine»)  I  hope  this,  because  I  consider  your  Juuroal  as  the  mo>t 
exten«iively  spread  niedir;il  woi  k  we  have.  At  miy  mte  if  will  he  nell  for 
'\ou,  when  ye  make  mention  of  thf  ^mitortant  snbyert,  your&eives,  ft»  Hclhere 
sleatnty  to  one  or  other  of  the  two  renus;  otlierwise  all  yotu*  moveiueuis 
_  will  appear  esiremdy  v«cciUat0rjf^  which  would  be  bm  very  badly  suited  to 
y^iir  t^wti  wteaterhif!  cuovktioB  on  the  cflicficy  of  mocaoiatioii.  , 

Frui^i  RiugN  elaborate    Treatise  on  the  Cow-uox,''  I  eitract  the  French 
^oiTJt-nrlntni  e,  whicli  I  am  sorry  to  have  ^een  hnu  follow  in  so  valuable  4. 
work,  in  rirder  (o  contraH  u  uith  the  more  Ikippy  one  whidl  natunJl^ 
arises  from  tlie  root  V  acciola  of  Stukies.  ^ 

i 

Fn>.vcu.  Btokf-s's*  Kncusu. 

f^an'inc.  yttccwla,  Cow-pock. 

(/"atein*  V  acciolous  matter.    Cow-|H>ck  matter. 

.        ya€cinatiim,    VaU-iolation.  Xo«r>p<^ck  inocolatiao. 

Faciiner,       To  Tacciulatf ;  To  iuoeulate  ^)w«poek.' 


On  tkt  DeiUi  IVomd^  General  JberthmUe.  i4S 

place  of  inoculation,  underneath  whicli  ft  qiJantity  of  pus 
n  collected  in  tUe  cavity,  which  it  forms  and  fills,  in  the 
centre  of  the  pock.  It'  the  lancet  be  charged  with  this 
matter  only,  no  effect  is  produced  ;  and  in  this  way  we  must 
accouat  for  those  failures  which  sometiaies  happen  in  ino* 
culating  from  an  otherwise  perfectj^esiele ;  while  matter 
takes  m>m  paoctures  made  in  the  sides  of  syck  pock  pro^ 
duces  the  perfect  effect.  If  the  seah  be  remoted  from  the! 
pock,  and  the  pus  be  wiped  awayi  it  thea  repreients  m 
fonDf  if  we  may  be  aUowed  magnii  eon^nere  parva,  the 
qnuer  of  a  volcano,  rather  than  any  tiling  like  a  ref^ar 
tanittlos;  andoabeiii^  brokea  dowQ  with  the  laooet^ 
in  dimioished  quantity,  a  fluid  equally  active  with  that 
from  the  wunterrapted  and  folly  formed  pock^ 

Re:>pectrullyi 

JOHN  WALKER. 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phrjfical  JouniaL 

OENTLEML.N, 

Al  Real  Campaigner  from  £gypt,  endeavouring  to  uiider** 
stand  the  flighty  proem  of  the  Old  CSampaigner,  p.  173,  in 
your  last  Number,  is  completely  ^'  galled  by  the  miscellany,*' 
finds  himself  wholly  incapable  of  comprehending  it.  Wliiie 
the  fall  oi  the  gallaut  veterai!,  or  what  is  by  far  a  greater 
character,  of  the  hnmane  general,  has  been  uiiiversaJly  de- 
plored, your  Cainpaij^ner  is  periiaps  the  first  who  has  made 
n  any  matter  of  wuuder  that  the  old  t^encral  should  have 
faikii  a  victim  to  a  dreadful  wound  the  arid  climate  of 
Egypt. 

Mr.  Gilham  informed  Sir  Ralph  Abcrcromhii?,  on  cx?i- 
mining  the  wound,  that  he  discovered  a  hall,  and  proposed 
its  extraction.  On  this  the  (Jencral  said  he  sensibly  fV  Jt 
it,  nnd  cheer  fully  const  lUcd  lo  the  operation  ;  which  Mr. 
Gilham  was  commencing,  when  a  Field  Inspector  arriving, 
and  differing  in  opinion  with  him,  the  General  was  takea 
lo  the  fleet,  where  he  died,  aboard  thd  Admiral's  ship. 

Mr.  Robinson,  [nspectqr  ot*  Ho.^pitals,  found  the  bail 
^fter  death  in  the  situattoA  where  Mr.  Gilham  had  decked 
My  namely,  in  the  cervix  fen^gris^  near  the  trochansttf  majors 
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2  o  the  Editors  of  tlm  MtdLcal  and  Physical  JournaL 

^  Hi s  Ili^^hness  yet  doth  speak;  and  holds ,beli^> 
That  beinj;  bnjiight  into  the  open  air. 
It  would  alliiv  tlie  burning  quality 
**  0(  (hut  f^l  pui»0Uy  which  asbuileth  iuin.'' 
^,  Kisao  3ou^,  Act  5,  Sc.  7. 

Gentlemen, 

.AlFTER  having  just  now,  for  the  first  time,  finished  tbe 
-perusal  of  Dr.  Cvrrie's  Yalnable  Rbforts  on  thb  Bf« 
FBCTs  OP  Water  in  Fever,  I  sit  down  to  communicate  a 
few  observations  which  have  occurred  to  me  on  the  subject. 

I  do  it  with  the  grcau  r  confidence,  as  that  good  roan 
and  great  physician  has  done  me  the  honour  to  mentioa 
with  le.Hpeet  a  comnTunication  of*  mine  to  y<jur  Journal  tor 
Augrst,  I80'i;  a  connuunicaLion  which  arose  out  of  the 
paiijinl  j)erbonal  f'eelincjs  of  my  own  case,  and  that  of 
others  ot  uiy  family,  wiueli  did  not  fail  to  au aken  every 
energy  of  my  niind.  On  that  occasion^  I  ex|)resscd  an 
idea,  which  had  taken  strong  hold  of  my  iniaginaliou,  that 
as  the  discliarge  of  gonorrhtra  is  suspended  by  an  astrin- 
gent injection,  so  typlius  lever  might  be  by  afln'^ion  ;  but 
that  some  specific  disposition  of  generating  preternatural 
heat,  remained  in  the  system  for  fourteen  days.  This  no 
doubt  vyas  a  relic  of  the  old  and  ridiculous  critical-day 
system,  and  I  am  very  happy  to  sacrifice  it  at  the  shrine 
of  truth,  established  by  Dr.  Currie's  more  hold  and  de- 
cisive practice.  I  cannot,  however,  help  flattfriog  myself 
njrith  the  idea,  that^  though  I  may  In  some  in^^^^nces  have 
uuuecessarily  encroachecT on  the  time  of  oiy  pa^jeuts,  I  do 
not' recollect  one  case  in  which  the  plan  eventually  failed 
me;  and  that  in  all,  £;avoided  tbe  risk  of  syncope,  which 
it  appear^  has  happened  to  some  of  Dr.  Currie's  communi- 
cants; 'and  the  probable  occurrence  of  which,  from  the 
too  sudden  abstraction  of  heat,  1  trust  I  sliall  be  able  to 
elucidate  before  I  bring  this  paper  to  a  close. 
^.With  recaitl  to  the  theory  of  fever,  I  am  perfectly  satis- 

'  fied  with  M^e  modification  which  Dr.  Curriu  has  given  to  ^ 
that  of  Dr.  Cullen  ;  and  tliink  it  the  best  that  can  be  given 
in  the  present  iniperfeet  state  of  our  knowledge  respecting 

.  the  lavv^>  of  animal  life.  J  have  always  been  of  opinion^ 
that  there  uas  no  occasion  for  Sj/Nocha  in  our  diserimina- 
Uuii  of  fevers,  and  have  ^elclum  bceu     a  loss  to  account 
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for  every  excitement  oT  the  system,  which  did  not  ulti- 
Blatelj  terminate  in  typhus.  In  this  di^^ease,  owing  to  ilie 
m«n  on  the  minute  vesseU  on  the  «urlace  of  the  body, 
these  vessels,  and  the  skin  itself,  become  had  conductors  of 
beat.  This  subtile  clastic  fluid,  which  during  a  free  cir- 
culation is  carried  along  with  the  blood  to  the  extreme 
vessels,  ,  and  is  constantly  passing  oif  in  pers;>iration,  is^ 
under  these  circumstances,  accumulated  in  the  isentre  of 
the  body  in  the  large  vessels,  distending  them  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  render  them  incapable  of  contracting  so  as 
to  propel  it  to  the  surface ;  just  as  we  find  the  bladder 
pace  distended  much  beyond  its  tone  with  urine^  incapable 
soy  longer  of  contracting  to  expel  its  contents. 

The  suffusion  of  the  eye,  however,  sliews  distmctly  90^ 
only  the  dintensive,  but  also  the  stimulatipg  property  of 
the  matter  of  heat,  where  this  spasm  and  rebistance  do.  not 
e^ist,  at  leui^t  tu  the  same  degree. 

The  idea  that  lu  .it  is  a  man  11  :l  substance,  and  may  be 
presiied  out  of  litKiicij  hkc  waui  uui  o\  a  spoiii^c,  is  a 
beautiful  and  correct  comparison,  :ind  ii"  kept  in  view, 
may  be  made  very  subservient,  I  apprehend,  to  a  better 
conception  of  the  nature,  not  only  of  ty[)hijs  fevt  r,  ljut  of 
all  diseases  of  increased  aeiion  of  the  vascnlar  sNsuirj. 
Your  readers  do  not  need  to  be  informed  of  tbe  common 
expansive  power  of  heat;  nor  that  a  eeriaiu  tpiantily  of 
s^omc  elastic  liuid  (for  ])hi!osophers  I  observe  liave  lu  rn 
rather  sliy  of  giving  it  a  specitic  name)  is  diffused  ihrougli 
every  part  of  the  human  bod^,  to  counteract  tiie  pret^ure 
ot  the  external  atmos[>here. 

Now,  when  we  consider  that  the  capacity  of  the  bones 
of  the  head  is  but  just  sufficient  to  contain  the  brain  ;  and* 
that  the  most  trifling  thing  insinuated  between  the  bones 
of  tbe  bead  asd  brain>  is  not  only  capable  of  disturbing 
the  fuiustions  of  that  organ,  but  not  anfrequently  of  occa* 
sioning  even  the  death  of  the  patient;  vVe  shall  liot  be 
surpria^edy  if  an  increased  quantity  of  beat,  circulating 
along  widi,  and  distending  the  Huids^  should  produoe  ext 
actly  tbe  same  eifecfs*  .If  I  nii5itake  not.  Sir  George 
Sbuckburgh  has  proved  the  expansion  even  of  common 
air  to  increase  at  the  rate  of  l^he  44Qth  part  of  its  volume, 
for  each  degree  o(,  increased  h^at  on  the  scale  of  I'ahrm- 
licit*  The  circumstance  of  thi;s  exoaosion  ip  eainly  pro^ved 
by  holding  a  bladder.partly  inflated  belbre  the  fi<re ;  N)r  no 
sooner  is  tlie  included  air  aifected  by  the  heat,  thaiii  it 
bejj^ins  to  expand  itself  and  distt?nd  the  bladder, 
how,  i  iiippuiCj  it  is  generaHy  ,k«own  tlial  t^c  inorcasQ 
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pi  temperature  in  tjphm  fever^  and  other  diseases  of  in« 
creased  excitement^  Is  not  unfreouently  8  or  10,  and 
isometimes  more,  degrees  higher  than  the  ordinary  tenK 
perature  of  the  human  body.  This  expansion,  increasing 
in  a  compound  ratio,  according  to  the  above  reasoning, 
must  not  only  greatly  distend  the  volume  of  the  flnids 
circulating  through  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  but  must  also 
at  the  same  time  much  'diminish  the  internal  area  of  the 
Vessels  themselves,  and  of  course  their  capability  of  freely 
circnlating  such  fluids.  The  bones  of  the  bead  will  not 
be  proportionably,  if  at  all,  dilated  \ .  and  of  course  must 
mist  toe  extemiil  dilatation  of  the  vessels  contained  with* 
in  them.  The  obvious  consequence  must  be  (if  I  may  so 

Sbrase  it)  a  cwigtruB  of  etmpreman*  And  I  have  little 
oubt^  that  while  this  account  of  the  matter  accords  whh 
the  soundest  principles  of  philosophy,  it  applies  well  also 
to  the  general  circumstances  which  take  place  in  typhus, 
and  accounts  for  the  clistmhed  functions  of  the  brain  in 
this  disease;  the  cure  of  which  is  most  ctfettually  accooi-r 
plished,  as  Dr. Ciirrie  aud  other  plulosophical  practitioners 
have  abuiidiUitly  proved,  by  reducing  the  temperature,  or, 
in  other  vords,  by  abstracting  the  matter  of  heat  iium  the 
system.  The  pain  ^vhich  takers  phice  in  the  brea>t  and 
back,  may  aUo'be  accounted  for  on  the  same  principle. 

Dr.  Gregory,  uiy  much  respected  teacher,  who  hns 
completely  anticipated  the  remarks  I  had  to  pifer  on 
«f<?/7c7/i«a,  when  on  tlir,  subject  ,  Dc  >iajv^iinns  )iatur/r,  in  his 
valuable  Compeciyts,  says,  ^*  S(nr^}i'n  e  nius  }iii'^$v^,  tcnmin 
rapnnni  priino  exhaiat,  fere  anuosttm,  ii  vissme  oluitnn,  ^cd 
parca  adfiiodum  guantitate,'^  Now,  tiiough  the  quantity  of 
this  vapour  in  the  blood  may  be  small,  can  we  be  nt  a  loss 
to  account  for  the  power  (»f  thi^  aptive  agent,  heat,  upon 
it,  in  prodttcini;  the  above  cpnseanences  ?  or  hesitate  a 
moment  r^pectin^  the  propriety  or  abstracting  part  of  it, 
when  to  mprbidiy  increased,  from  the  system^  by  the  be^r 
means  we  are  able  to  employ  ?  when  w^  consider  that  the 
particles  of  a  single  drop  of  ^ater,  may  be  distended  so  as 
oy  its  elastic  power  to  r^ine  a  ton  weight,  or  the  mischief 
it  is  capable  of  producing,  if  accidenti y  dropped  into  the 
pottidy  in  whicn  a  cannon  is  about  to  be  cast:  wheii  we 
consider  die'above  psperiment  of  Sir  George  Shnckbiirgh, 
nd  flow  mncli  mpre  expauipible  thij  vnpour  pay  be  than 
eommon  ahr^  and  tha^he  temperature  pt  the  human  hodj, 
mider'f»artteuiar  circumstances^  varies  from  84  to  }V2,  as 
fre  learn  from  Dr.  Gnrrie's  Reports.  Front  considering 
fhe  matter  in  this  point  of  view,  I  apprehend  We  aball  nq 
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longer  be  at  a  lost  to  accoHnt  for  the  exacerbatioiis  and 
lemisslons  of  fever;  the  first  taking  friace  generally  abo^t 
five  o'clock  in  the  afteraooo^  the  time  immediately  suo* 
eeeding  the  hottest  part  of  the  day ;  the  latter  abont  tbe 
Mine  hour  in  the  moniiDg»  generaMy  the  coolest  part  of 
the  night. 

As  syncope  frequently  ocears  from  too  suddenly  eracn* 
ating  tJie  contents  of  the  abdomen  in  ascites,  so  I  appre>» 
hena  it  will  frequently  follow  the  too  sadden  abstraction 
of  beat  in  typhus ;  and  thus.  Instead  of  abstracting  it  more 
slowly,  and  giving  the  vesseh  an  opportunity  to  contract 
gradoally,  by  the  sadden  dash  we  may  instantly  so  di- 
miDish  the  volume  of  their  contents,  that  they  may  not 
be  able  to  contract  upon  them.  *  This  seemed  to  happen 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ord,  and  appears  to  render  the  opinions 
of  Dr.  Jackson  and  i>r.  iM'Lean,  that  it  acts  only  tlifoui^h 
the  medium  of  sensation,  very  uii tenable  indeed.  Dr. 
Macneil  seems  al^u  to  think  the  sponging  is  better  than 
the  dash.  The  more  this  sulycct,  in  my  opinion,  is  con- 
«idered  in  a  niechanical  jjoint  of  view,  the  sooner  will 
Correct  idea:*  be  formed  respecting  it:  On  this  aecount  I 
shall  merely  allude  to  the  circumstance  of  the  sudden 
collapse  of  vapour,  in  the  piston  of  a  steam  engine,  from  a 
jet  of  eold  water.  I  am  confidently  assured,  that  it  is  no 
unusual  sigiit  in  the  West  Indies  to  see  pigs,  which  finve 
been  e.vpost'd  to  excessive  heat  in  being  brought  to  tlie 
towns  in  ba»i<ets,  on  the  heads  of  negroes^  instantly  die 
m  being  aifused  with  cold  water.  The  jHnall  space  which 
the  blood  seems  to  occupy  in  animals  that  have  beea 
froxen  to  death,  is  also  illustrative  of  tiiis  circumstance* 

Tbe  sttddeD  and  ailequal  contraction  of  the  stomach, 
ftoia  taking  too  great  a  quantity  of  cold  liquid  into  it  at 
OQce,  has  frequently  been  known  to  occasion  unpleasant 
consequences.  I  experienced  myself  the  most  extreme 
pain  about  a  fortnight  ago,  from  this  circumstance.  By  a 
da^  consideration  of  the  subject  in  this  point  of  vieWi  and 
that  the  temperature  of  the  human  body  may  be  rnadd 
tovarVv'as  has  been  shewn,  near  thirty  decrees,  few  I 
<^pprenend  will  doubt,  that  a  bulk  of  material  substance 
nay  thus  be  abstracted  from  tbe  system,  equal  to,. 
i(  not  greater  than,  six  or  eight  times  the  quantity  of 
bldod  that  could  in  any  case  with  safe^  be  taken  away, 
I  also  think  it  highly  probable,  that  such  a  quantity  of  the 
matter  of  heat  will  be  no  less  stimnlating  than  an  equal 
bulk  of  blood  would  be,  provided  the  temperature  of  the 
body  was  din^inisheil  m  an  adequate  proporUQU.    i  always 
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couiiteract  the  temporary  excitement  consequent  on 
good  tellowship  by  almost  constap.tly  sponging  myself 
with  cold  water  till  it  ceases;  and  nnhs  miich  amused  wkh 
Mr.  \^^eekcs*s  |)lan,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Cui  rie. 

I  own  [  am  an  advocate  for  the  mechanical  theory  of 
the  production  of  animal  heat,  and  think  this  manner  of 
'ftcaounting  for  it  has  evidently  the  advantage  ot'  the  pre- 
aent  chemical  one.  There  are  insuperable  ohjectionSf  I 
Ahink^  to  tbat  of  the  tngeoions  Mr.  Higby,  that  animal 
heat  is  generated  by  the  deooxB position  of  the  food  in  the 
Btomach  and  bowels.  For  the  complete  refntetioD  of  latent 
heal  and  all  its  dependences^  see  iny  ingenious  friend 
Mr.  Til  lock's  account  of  the  matter  in  .his  Philosophical 
Magazine  for  1800.  By  the  bye^  I  was  much  surprisse4 
not  to  find  the  name  of  Rigby,  who  has  done  so  mnch 
for  the  philosophy  of  medicine^  not  only  in  this  bat  im 
Ather  depariments  of  it,  oiice  oc6ur  in  the  whole  of 
Dr<.  Curcie's  work ;  which  makes  me  conclude  that  I)r.  C. 
cannot  have  read  bis  book  on  Animal  Heat.  Thzought 
out  that  whole  work,  Mr.  Rigby,  with  the  true  spirit  of  a 
philosopher^  regrets  that  from  extensive  practice  his  op« 
portunittes  of  acquiring  philosophical  knowledge,  had  not 
Leen  so  great  as  he  could  have  wished  ;  and  s^^ems  fully 
seiiiiLle  tiiat  those  improvemeiits  in  our  proftssion,  which 
are  estab!i>hed  on  natural  know  led  ire,  arc  always  the  ajost 
dtuabie  and  most  easily  comprehended.  Such,  1  trust,  the 
plan,  so  fully,  explicitly,  and  ingenuously  treated  by  Dr. 
Currie,  will  appear;  and  i  think  he  need  not  be  very  soli- 
citous about  if^  iaic ;  as  from  its  merits  it  cannot  be  long 
before  it  be  ueneraily  adi>pted,    even  in  Londu/iJ" 

A  friend  ot  mine,  an  ejninent  physician,  lately  had  the 
di.^ea^e  here.  He  w<'k  {iu<  nded  by  three  physicians  of 
great  eeiL'brTty.  It  aj-pcMit  M  he  liad  every  had  symptom, 
and  wa^  hi  immment  danger  ;  when  his  lady,  a  woman  of 
A  Strong  mind,  with  more  affection  for  her  husband  than 
i'€firf»r(l  for  tlie  dogmas  of  the  schools,  veolared  on  the 
coid  blQtbing  plan,  which  happily  was  in  time  to  recovei 
th^  patient.  1  forbear  to  mention  the  name,  ns  I  have  not 
hzi(\  an  ojfiportunity  before  I  send  this  of  asking  leave  to 
lio  io:  tiie  namc^  however,  would  add  dignity  to  this  coift* 
ri'  :ii cation.  I  own  it  would  aflbrd  me  great  pleasure  to 
^  <:  the  advocates  of  the  old  system  adopt  the  one  incul* 
^.:.^'d  bore,  or  give  some  good  reason  for  not  doing  iu 
I  wisii  much  to  have  our  profession  considered  not  as  a 
vwfie;  but  as  a  science,  tsonnected  wish  other  branches  of 
^bilosophy^  and  its  principles  reasone4*oil»acconli&gly* 
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The  yellow  fever  of  the  West  Indies,  and  the  plague 
itselF,  1  should  apprehend,  arc  but  iiKnlihcatious  of  typhus; 
iheir  excessive  maligiuuu  y  dtpeiiduig  on  the  more  quick 
and  rapid  excitutiou  of  heat:  I  speak  this,  however,  with 
that  diUidence  which  ought  to  bel<jiig  to  one  who  has 
never  seen  cither  disease.  Dr.  Falconer,  it  seems,  thinks 
the  latter  may  be  prevented  by  cold  bathing,  ii  I  should 
diflfer  in  opinion  from  this  most  respectable  phj'sician,  I 
ihottid  not  hesitate  »  znomeot.to  think  myself  in  the 
wrong ;  but  really  I  canoot  see  why  both  diseases  may  not 
only  be  prevented^  but  cured  also>  by  a  judieioiM  aad 
acientific  ftdmioistratioa  of  the  plan. 

I  am  aware  that  some  ol*  these  suggestioris  will  appear, 
to  many  of  your  readers,  altogetbeT  Utopian*  I  care  tvolp 
however,  if  I  make  but  ojie  proselyte.  Regardless  aboat 
the  fate  of  the  theory,  I  ain  desirous  ouly  of  establishing 
the  facts;  and  it  is  my  intention  to  prosecute  this  subject 
more  in  detail  on  some  future  occfision, 

I  have  seen  cases  similar  to  that  mentioned  in  page  47 
of  Dr.  Currie*s  work,  and  ask,  what  effects  might  be  ex- 
pected in  such  cases,  from  occasionally  sponging  tHe  head 
with  brandy  or  even  ssther,  while  the  rest  of  the  body  was 
kept  cool  by  affusion  i 

I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  estimating  heat  as  a 
mechanieal  power,  and  acting  with  it  accordingly  in  the 
treatment  of  disease ;  nor  have  I,  under  any  eircuiubtanccs, 
found  reason  to  doubt  of  my  theory.  Noihing  more  is 
DeceshHi y  in  my  opinion  to  establish  Dr.  Cuiiie's  views, 
than  Miuugly  to  inculcate  this  idea. 

Convinced  of  their  iiuih  and  importance,  may  his 
Medical  Reports  find  many  Echoes  on  this  side  of  our 
tiappy  island  ;  and  may  he  long  continue  to  enjoy  the  sa- 
tisfaction, wliich  cannot  fail  to  result  ffom  the  success  of 
his  well-conducted  labors. 

JiV*^i«M.  RALPH  BLEGBQHObGH. 


CiSK  OF  ▲  Daopsic  AL  Enlarg  euent  of  the  Abdoij-e:^  ; 
coammmcMUd  by  Mr.  Jojin  Pullsy,  Bedford. 

George  BERRIDGE,  a  healthy  lad,  eighteen  years  of 
-m^f  was  lately  admitted  into  the  Bed^brd  Infirmary  with  a 
dropsical  enlargement  of  the  abdomen.  Two  years  uud 
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upward  since,  be  tecei%'ed  a  kick  from  a  horse  on  the  left 
hypochondriac  region^  which  was  attended  for  some  time 
with  pain>  and  very  speedily  succeeded  by  a  seniif  lr  en- 
largement of  the  hody.  At  the  time  of  the  accideut  he 
^had  no  surgical  assistance^  and  suffered  but  littic  injury 
,in  bis  healtn.  The  swell ini^  of  the  abdomen  went  on  in- 
creasing to  the  period  of  his  adimission  into  the  infirmary, 
unaccoaipanied  by  symptoms  of  irritation,  or  any  apparent 
deviation  (excepting  the  tumour,  and  a  slight  pain  occa* 
sionally  about  the  epigastric  region)  from  a  state  of  perfect 
health :  bis  appetite  *was  good ;  his  chyle  formed  well  in 
quantity. and  quality,  as  digestion  went  on  without  nnxiety, 
and  be  lost  no  flesh ;  his  ptilse  was  regular,  and  respirntioa 
uninten  upted ,  and  his  excreiions  in  every  respect  natural. 
During  his  residence  in  the  hnsnital,  he  todk  such  n;^^  )i- 
ciu«^,  under  the  direction  of  Lis  pb.ysiriaii,  a>  appcu  id 
v^likf  lyto  give  a  chance  for  the  rcnvoval  of  the  swelling, 
l.'H  vuthout  etfect ;  therefo/e  it  was  (!<  tcnnincd  to  have 
recourse  to  the  trocar  on  the  'i4th  of  this  nionih.    it  ought 
To  be  remarked  here,  tluil  the  sweliinL:  of  the  abdomen  was 
uniform  in  appearance,  and  that  the  touch  received  an 
-iiniforni  sensatinn  nj  fliietuntion,  not  e^oreorless  evith  nl  in 
one  part  than  another.    Ou  die  day  ;ippointed,  !  divided 
llie  integuments  ^vith  a  lancet  about  au  inch  and  a  half 
bt  low  the  umbilicus,  in  ttie  direction  of  the  linea  alba, 
and  then  thrust  the  trocar  into  the  abdomen,  which  pene- 
trated with  more  than  usual  difficulty,  as  the  integumeDts 
receded  much  inward.  On  withdrawing  the  trocar,  the 
fluid  issuing  through  the  eanula  in  a  very  interrupted 
stream,  a  probe  was  introduced,  when  several  portions  of 
ruptured  hydatid  vesicles  were  emitted  with  the  acjueoos 
matter,    l^j  this  time  about  three  quarters  of  a  pint  of 
yellowish  fluid  were  discharged ;  ana  it  being  then  very 
evident  that  the  dropsical  affection  was  encysted,  tbe 
canula  was  withdrawn,  and  the  lips  of  the  wound  brought 
together  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  lad  was  put  to  M 
without  suflering  from  pain  or  faintness;  but  in  a  lew 
hours  he  was  attacked  by  peritoneal  inflammation,  and 
died  on  the  following  day,  about  Ave  in  the  afternoon. 
The  next  morning,  in  conjunction  with  the  professional 
gentlemen  of  the  inflrmary,  I  opened  his  body,  and  the 
appe  arances  on  dissection,  thougci  not  singular  with  regard 
to  the  disease,  were  peculiar  in  c^iUal,  and  therefore  sceia 
well  worthy  of  remark. 

DXSSECTXO!*, 
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On  dividing  the  integuments  downward  from  the  enri*  ^ 
form  cartilfige^  the  peritoneum  was  incised,  when  a  yol* 
iowish  flnid  Durst  out ;  and  on  prosecuting  the  incision,  it 
was  copiously  evacuated.  The  necessary  division  of  parts 
being  made,  a  large  cyst,  capable  of  containing  full  two 
gallons  of  water,  was  discovered ;  it  adhered  6rml/  to  the 
anterior  part  of  the  peritoneain,  to  the  liver,  spleen,  and 
omentum  ;  it  was,  in  every  respect,  a  perfect  sac,  without 
the  direct  aid  ot  tlie  peritoiUMu,  and  occupied  tlic  greater 
pail  ot"  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Within  this  cyst,  liy- 
duiids  were  contained  to  the  amount  of  seveiul  liundreds,  v 
floating,  globular  in  form,  iuid  varying  in  size,  From  the 
bigness  of  a  small  pea  to  the  magnitude  of  a  hen's  ci^ir. 
W  ithout  this  ?ac,  but  adhering  to  it,  in  the  left  liypochon- 
driac  rciiiun,  and  on  the  under  side  oF  the  spiccn,  were 
siiiuitt'd  twi)  other  hydatids  oK  considerable  :  they  were 
nor  in  coiilHCt'with  eacii  othe  r,  but  adhered  iirnily  to  the 
8|'kin,  which  viscus  appeared  diminished  in  its  usual 
magnitude,  as  it  was  much  expanded  on  the  snrfaee  ot* 
titt'se  cysts,  probably  owing  to  compression.  Another  hy- 
datid, containing  not  less  than  half  a  pint  of  fluid,  hut 
which,  when  removed  from  the  body,  was  ficcidentally  ' 
poBctured,  was  situated  above  the  spleen,  and  adhered 
lirmly  to  the  diaphragm*  fn  the  right  hypochondriac  re* 
gion,  between  the  larger  lobe  of  the  liver  and  the  diu> 
pKniffm,  and  firmly  adhering  to  them,  another  hydatid 
aras  toond,  irregular  in  form,  and  about  the  size  of  a  smalt 
orange.  Under  the  liver,  between  the  lobula  Spigelii  and 
the  gall-bladder,  was  placed  another  hydatid  abotit  the 
size  of  a  hen's  egg,  mnch  indented  about  its  centre,  and 
assuming  that  appearance  which  we  should  suppose  tlie 
uterus  to  obtain  in  its  hour-glass  contraction.  Another 
hydatid,i  similar  in  form,  but  somewhat  less  in  size,  was 
.i^t^Jipd  to.  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  colon  near  to  its 
sigmoid  flexure.  The  last  hydcitid  to  be  mentioned  was 
situated  chiefly  within  the  pelvis,  between  the  urinary 
bladder  and  the  rectum ;  it  contained  not  less  than  halV 
a  pint  ot*  fluid,  ami  took  mnch  the  form  of  a  child's  head  tni 
Its  egress  from  the  pelvis.  I'lic  circnmfercnee  of  this 
hydatid  measured  ten  inches  aiui  a  (jiiarter,  and  from 
point  to  point,  eleven  inches  and  a  liAi.  It  is  sin^iiJar, 
tiiat  this  tumour  occasioned  no  interriiptiou  to  tlu'  <  vacu- 
ation  of  urine  or  ficces.  The  hinder  hydaiid  adheriu'^  to 
the  bplceii,  njcasuicd,  iu  its  body,  ten  inches  and  three 

quarteiai.  ^ 
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quarters,  and  from  point  to  point,  twelve  incbp«  and  a 
quarter;  ilu-  otlicr  wns  not  mucii  inferior  in  size.  Through- 
out tlK'  dissection^  th(  re  appeared  no  v'lNOeral  disease.  In 
tin-  lliurax  no  hytl;!tid  was  eonlainod,  and  tlic  heart  and 
lungs  nianit.niiod  a  ileal  thy  aspect.  In  the  abdomen,  thuNC 
hydatids  connected  witli  the  liver,  were  attached  to  ii3 
peritoneal  covering,  without  arising  from  or  interfering 
vilh  its  substance.  Perhaps  it  may  be  conjcctuitecl,  that 
those  bjrdatids  attached  to  the  spkc  n,  arose  within  its  sub- 
stance* Most  of  the  smaller  hydaiids  were  very  transpa- 
rent,  containing  a  fluid  limpid  as  the  crystal  stream/ 
and  not  coagulable. 

1  am  not  aware  that  an^  case  of  hydatid-formation  has 
h^en  offered  to  the  public  so  eic tensive  as  the  present; 
but  a  case,  very  nearly  allied,  is  related  by  Cheselden,  in 
his  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,  published  in  the  year 
1711- 

Whatever  may  be  the  prevailing  opinij^n  concerning 
the  formation  of  hydatids  >^  would  appear,  in  this  in* 
stance,  that  diey  took  their  origin  from  the  accident. 
Inflammatton  of  the  peritoneum,  TOubtless,  was  the  conse- 

quence  of  the  kick,  and  probably  an  effusion  of  cuagulable 
lymph,  the  birth  of  cystic  dropsy.  The  largest  sac  waft 
connected  with  the  pan  tliat.  received  the  inflicted  blow; 
most  probably,  it  was  the  liist  formed,  and  from  its  rapid 
increase,  possibly  it  assumed  an  inflammatory  slate,  and 
by  an  eflusion  ot  c();i!;iilable  lym|)h  from  its  inner  suriacc, 
mii^ht  s;ive  rise  to  the  e.xisrenee  of  those  minor  hydatids, 
wh.ich  were  loiind  iloaiini^  within  its  cavity.  This  sac 
po^^ehsed  much  iirmncss  and  dcmity,  aud  certainly  was 
iiighly  vascular. 


Case  op  Extensive  Svvvvt,Artov,  atimded  tvUh  uncom- 
mon yJppearufices^termiftatin^  succe$sfuJlif ;  eomnuniaitci 
John  Moo  DIE,  M.  JD. 

John  SKRlXr,  a  man  bred  to  farming  business,  iintn- 
raify  of  robust  and  health v  constitution  :  but  from  ilie 
information  of  his  apothecary,  it  appeared  that  be  had 
lately  suifered  much  irom  syphilitic  infection.  The  IStb 
of  i^tptember,  l^^Ol,  he  ronsukcd  mc  respecting  a  painful 
aiVection,  which  he  had  ibr  some  days  felt  about  the  top 
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of  his  right  shonlHrr^  v.liich,  he  said,  his  tViends  peisuadcd 
him  was  rhi  tmiauc  gout,  and  advised  the  use  of  the  hot- 
batli,  or  dry  pumping  applied  lo  the  part  nftertod. 

I.  poll  e.xaiiiiiiation,  1  lound  an  cnlaruciucnt  po^sc<sing 
the  whole  nrticuhitioii  of  tlie  humtrm,  altciidcd  wich  rco- 
ness,  throhbinf,%  timinnr,  increased  action  of  the  vessels, 
tension,  and  iKipatred  >trent^tli  of  the  arm.  His  cheeks 
were  alternately  Hushed ,  witli  fre(|ne!tt  --evere  rigors,  and 
other  symptoms  indicating  a  tendency  to  snppnration.  His 
tongue  white,  skin  hot  ufid  dry,  with  great  thirst,  flatu- 
lence, and  acidity  at  stomacli.  Pulse  hard  and  full,  belly 
costive,  his  urine  high  colo«ired,  and  voided  in  smaU 
quantities. 

On  consideration  of  the  af^ore  symptoms,  I  was  nppre- 
beosive  that  the  suppurative  process  had  already  begun^ 
or  was  unaToidable^  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
efTcct  a  cure  by  resolution. 

Having  cautioned  him  against  the  use  of  the  pump,  a 
gentle  laxative  was  directed  to  be  taken  occasionally;  and 
a  saline  mi:|;ture  with  the  pulvin  antimoniaUs,  of  the  Lon^ 
don  Dispeasatory,  two  large  spoonfuls  every  three  or  foor 
hours,  with  an  opiate  at  night. 

The  patient  living  at  some  distance  from  my  residence^ 
I  beard  nothing  farther  from  him  till  the  ^Sd,  when  he 
again  per«)nally  applied  to  me;  I  desired  to  know  if  he 
had  followed  the  directions  previously  given?  He  seemed 
desirous  to  conceal  what  had  been  done,  but  acknow- 
ledged, that,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  his  friends,  he 
had  been  induced  to  try  the  mclaUic  tracforsy  bui  finding 
no  rehef  from  that  expedient,  he  next  had  recourse  to  the 
hot-bath,  where  he  received  DO  strokes  of  the  pump,* 
chiefly  directed  to  the  shoulder  and  side  affected. 

Upon  examination  of  the  parts,  and  the  ])atient,  re* 
specting  the  eflVrts  piorhieed  upon  the  system,  (hn'inix  this 
last  dangerous  exjienment;  it  ap})eared  evident,  tliat  the 
force  of  the  faUing  column  of  water  on  the  iuHamed  sur- 
face,  while  he  was  labouring  under  a  symptomatic  fever, 
occnsioned  faintness  and  other  unfavourable  symptomtg 
which  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  him  during  the  opera- 
tion. 

It 


•  Thp  degree  or  quantitr  of  the  application,  improperly  denominatiftl 
<lry  puTn;)in!r,  is  mpasiired  bv  llic  nirm)>rr  ot'  tiiti.-s  the  bindie  ot' the  putnp 
i«  iMi-^ed  ami  tUruit  dowu  while  tbc  paUciU  is  ej^;x>9(  d  to  tae  au-eiuu  uf  tXm 
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It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  appearmce  ef 
the  tutnour,  when  first  examined,  was  comparatively  smail 
and  circniuscribed,  occupying  chiefly  the  articulation  of 
tiic  humerus.    But  the  mechanical  violence  ot"  the  pump» 

by  iiaiiiiig  to  the  stimulus,  and  relaxing  ihe  solids,  occa- 
sioned an  extensive  process  of  lUc  secretion  of  the  fluids 
into  tile  surround rng  cellular  membrane,  which  greatly 
increased  its  size;  in>oiuuch,  that  tlie  whole  surface,  from 
the  top  of  the  shoulder  to  the  spine  of  the  ileum,  was  ia 
a  state  of  inflammation,  irritation,  and  extreme  pain,  from 
%v  liieh  he  had  not  enjoyed  a  single  interval  of  ease  during 
the  night.  His  skin  was  hot  and  dry,  puliic  X£S^  with  bead 
ach,  sirkness  at  stomach,  and  diarrhoea. 

The  pain  beliii;  thus  exlreme,  ivith  increase  of  tumour, 
sense  of  wciglii  and  throbbing,  the  parts  more  softened 
and  pointed;  it  now  became  necessary  to  hasten  the  ef- 
fused fluid  into  pus,  as  well  as  to  relax  the  sarrounding 
integuments^  with  a  view  to  pro  mete  the  moat  tavourable 
directions  of  the  abscess.  For  this  purpose,  fomentations 
were  ordered  to  be  used  twicf  a  day^  to  alleviate  the  pain, 
and  emollient  cataplasms  applied  warm  and  sufHcieiitlj 
large  to  covef  the  parts.  And  as  danger  was  evident,  Ike 
was  desired  to  comply  strictly  with  the  injanotions  which 
were  given,  to  keep  himself  quiet,  and  at  home. 

The  saline  mixture  with  the  puhis  antimonialis  was  coin 
tinued,  till  the  febrile  symptoms  were  removed  ^  and  t» 
check  the  diarrhcea,  the  following  medicine  was  ordered. 

R.  Putvcris  cretffi  compositi  cum  bpio  5ij.  Tinctnna  cio* 
namonii  coniposito;  sj.  A((U  menths  sativse  J  v.  M.  souiat 
cochl.  ij.  anipL  post  singulas  scdes  liquidas* 

To  procufi^  rest^  and  a  copious  diaphoresis,  the  following 
wa<?  prescribed. 

U.  'i'inctura!  opli  guitas  Ixx.  Spiiitus  aitherls  vitriol, 
♦'oinp.  \  in.  antnnonii  lartnrisali  aa,  ^j.  Aquiu  ^iuieuto 
diliiUe  V'li.  f.  iuuiht.  (juolidie  iioete  siimendus. 

'J'he  >th  ehirin*^  tlie  niijlii  he  perspin  <1  l  icely,  ami  lu  xt 
mt)r]ii;!'4  the  iyi.nU-  svin[)ioms  were  cousi<lL"i aUl y  almtetl. 
I  he  .-aliiif  mixturi'  abuse  mentioned  wns  n  }Kated,  Mhich 
kept  Tip  a  gentle  perspiiaiion.  and  the  diarrh(£a  was  soon 
reniovrd  bv  ibc  cretaceous  mixfiue. 

-  J)urinij;  the  remainder  of  this  monih,  he  suilVred  much 
pain  in  ihe  riL''i)t  shoubler  Dnd  side  ;  and  nolwithstandiug 
the  most  cautious  metljud  of  treatment,  to  which  he  sub- 
mitted with  great  resohitioii  ;iud  perseverance,  ihe  symp- 
tomatic ivvi'Y  IVcqnently  returned,  attended  with  profuse 
•VCiiis^  and  he  became  m>  much  emaciated,  that  every  at- 
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tmptloiaove  himself  in  bed.occasioned  much  pain,  per* 
peiual  anxicty«  aud  restlenDess,  And  although  opium  wae 
exhibited  In  unconunonly  large  doses,  yet  want  of  sleep 
nadered  his  sitnation  truly  deplorahle. 

His  appetite,  nevertheless^  \v2^s  good;  wine,  hroths,  and 
jellies,  were  added  to  his  diet^  and  the  maturation  of  the 
abscess  was  promoted  by  every  possible  means.  But  sttil 
it  did  not  point  to  any  particular  part. 

in  this  biiuation  he  remained  nil  the  2d  of  November, 
vhcn  th(:re  appeared  au  evident  tluetiuiuon  of  pus.  It 
was  ^therefore  ni}'  opinion,  that  the  tuinour  sliould  be  iin-» 
mefiiatcly  opcneH,  and  a  surgeon  requested  to  attend  for 
dial  purpose.  But,  dreading  the  operation,  the  patient 
.refused  to  see  any  other  professional  gentleman.  Having 
met  the  apothecary  next  morning,  who  observing  the 
magnitude  of  the  abscess,  he  declined  opening  it,  being  . 
apprehensive  thnt  the  patient  might  sink  under  the  im- 
mensity of  the  discharge.  1  therefore  determined  to  per- 
form the  operaiioii  myself,  which  was  imnud  aLely  done 
with  a  scalpel,  at  the  lower  and  most  depending  part  of 
tiie  tumour,  where  it  pointed  about  four  inches  below  tha 
right  breast.  The  quantity  instantly  discharged  was  up- 
wards of  four  quarts,  of  yellowish,  opaque,,  thickbh,  and 
ahnost  inodorous  fluid ;  and  it  may  be  supposed,  that,  at 
least  a  pint  and  a  half  issued  from  the  orifice  for  several 
ilays  following. 

After  the  abscess  was  opened,  the  violence  of  liis  pain 
began  sensibly  to  diniriii si  1,  his  pulse  became  softer  and 
more  regular,  anr!  partial  remissions  of  fever  ensued;  I 
then  oroered  the  dccocium  cortk'u  Peruviani,  with^tho 
etrf,  aromaL  and  the  add*  viirioL  dilui.  Of  this  mixture 
i  tea-cup  full  was  taken  every  three  or  four  hours,  as  his 
stomach  would  bear  it.  And  good  effects  were  obtained 
in  procuring  rest,  by  means  af  opium  combined  with  som^ 
griiteful  aromatic. 

About  the  6tb,  the  patient  sconced  to  regain  strength,  so 
that  he  was  enabled  to  walk  from  biabed  to  the  fii^,  and 
sit  up  for  several  hours  in  the  day.  His  appetite  was  equal  , 
to  what  it  had  been  when  in  health.  And  he  thus  conti- 
nued mending  about  a  fortnight,  when  he  suddenly  com- 
plained  of  pain  ip  his  luiiis  and  hips,  (owing  to  cold,) 
which  again  confined  him  to  his  bed.  The  lirst  week  after 
the  tuiuour  was  opened,  the  discharge  wa'^  proiusc,  thm, 
i^rid  putrid,  excoriating  the  edges  of  the  aperture,  destroy- 
ing luiegmacpts,  and  bhn^iug  itiong  with  it  cons^cit  rabtf: 

portions 


Digitized  by  Google 


250     Dr»  Moodits  Case  of  extentivc  Suppuration. , 


portions  of  sloughy  cellular  membraiie,  which  i 

choUed  up  the  opening,  aad  obstrticted  the  drain. 

The  integuments  of  the  right  side  were  oddematoos^  de- 
tached from  the  ribs  and  spine,  and  in  some  parts  had  ril6 
iipfM'arance  of  an  empty  bag;  in  others  there  was  an  evi- 
dent fluctuation  of  pus,  apparently  in  a  state  of  matura- 
tion. And  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  channel,  or  cummu- 
nieation,  between  the  diH'erent  cysts,  I  had  therefore  rea- 
son to  suppose,  that  the  wiiole  would  be  collected,  and 
form  onr  abscess  of  considerable  extent. 

The  16ifi  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  pain  in  his  left 
side,  cough,  and  difhcult  respiration.  I  prescribed  nitre 
with  camphorated  tincture  of  opium,  to  promote  expecto- 
rationa  blister  was  applied  to  his  side,  and  the  fol- 
lovfingmtxtnre,  which  I  have  often  found  of  etaineat  ser- 
vice in  relieving  those  distressing  symptoms. 

R.  Amraoniaj  prseparatjc  sift,  Aqu»puieg,  Aquae  pi- 
mento dilute  aa.  %\\].  SaccUari  puriiicati  jiij.  Olei  olif» 
5j.  M.  Sumat  cochL  ij.  ampl.  quarta  quaque  bora. 

Bj  using  the  above  medicines  for  two  or  three  days,  hi« 
cough  was  much  better,  and  he  continued  the  bark  miz« 
ture  as  before.  And  to  procure  rest,  the  opiate  was  gra- 
dually increased  to  upwards  of  half  an  ounce  of  tinet.  opH 
eum  misl.  camphor.  Spt,  atker.  vitrioL  covip.  gitflot 
Ixxx,  $ittguH$  noetibus^ 

Another  large  abscess  having  formed  on  the  right  side^ 
about  four  inches  above  the  ^ine  of  the  ifium,  it  was 
opened  on  the  igth,  whence  issued  -nearly  five  pints  of 
well  digested  pus.  On  the  morninc  of  the  filsti  a  tumonrj 
of  considerable  size,  was  observed  on  the  lower  part  of 
ihe  sternum,  near  the  cartihifro  nmformh\  this  was  Open* 
cd  on  the  25th,  and  disclnu  ued  about  two  quarts. 

The  right  shoulder  was  much  inflamed  and  painful,  and 
two  days  after,  an  abscess  pointed  about  five  mches  below 
the  ri?:;ht  breast,  whicli  Inirst  in  the  night,  and  about  two 
quarts  ot*  pus  w^  rr  sup[)osed  to  have  issued  from  the  orn 
fice.  This  continued  open  nenr  a  week,  during  which  the 
acrid  liumour  destroyed  a  considerable  poriiou  of  the  sur- 
rounding integuments. 

The  29th,  an  abscess  of  uncommon  mai^iHtude  appeared 
between  the  shoulders,  resting  upon  the  superior  xertehr^ 
of  the  back.  This  was  so  extremely  painful  that  the  pati- 
ent could  not  for  forty-eight  hours 'find  ease  in  any  situa- 
tion; he  was  therefore  supported  by  pillows,  in  a  supine 
posture*  This  tumour  was  opened  the  6th  of  Ifefjember, 
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»nd  evacuated  upwards  of  four  quarts  oF  fluid,  of  a  puru- 
lent coiisibtenfe,  tinged  with  biuud,  and  ilie  orifice  wa$ 
closed  three  days  after*  U'lieii  anothe  r  abscess  (being  the 
fifth)  came  to  su[»|)in alioii  upon  ihc  lumbar  vertebra:,  be- 
tween tins  \\x^t  ;ii!<l  most  ol  the  forn)er,  there  was  a  per- 
ceptible cuniiiiuiiicauun.  The  l/th  it  was  opened,  und 
discharged  about  four  pints  and  a  half  of  pus  tinged  wiiU 
blood. 

About  this  time  his  cough  returned,  with  oppressed  re- 

3 ^ration,  pain  in  his  side,  and  diarrhoea;  skin  hot  and 
rjr.  In  order  to  promote  expectoration,  the  following 
decoction  was  directed;  and,  to  relieve  the  purging,  he 
occasiofially  took  two  spoons  full  of  the  cretaceoa  mixture. 

R.  Radicis  senekii;  contuss^  Jil.   AqQ«  fontane.  Ibid. 
Decoque  ad  Ibii  ct  cola. 

R.  Supra  pr»scripu  5 v.   Aqua  ammonio  acetatae  Jij. 
Spiritns  pulegiiy  St«  M. 

During  the  night  he  had  several  hours  refreshing  slee)> ; 
bis  cougn  easier,  expectoration  less  difficult,  the  pain  ia 
bis  side  abated,  his  pulse  soft  and  less  frequent,  with  a 
gentle  persphration^  and  his  urine  deposited  a  considerable 
sediment. 

Tiie  patient  having  taken  the  bark  for  some  time,  as 
often,  and  in  as  lari^e-quantities^  as  it  could  be  given  with 
salcty,  he  now  became  averse  to  that  medicine  in  anv 
forui  whatever,  i  therefore  ordered  tl»e  Jtcocium  sarsa- 
pariiie  cum  jjuiv.  ejustltmf  doshi  libra  diniidia,  ter  (juotidic, 
and  recommended  a  milk  diet  to  correct  the  acrimony  of 
tile  puruhMit  disciiarge. 

'J  tie  sympcoioatic  fever,  ho\v(  ver,  continued  w  ith  fewer 
roniissions.  The  lower  Owtrcuutics  became  anasarcous, 
^itli  a  tendency  to  collicju  itlvc  sweat-^,  and  considerable 
I'ui.iciation.  And,  althougli  the  discharge  from  the  last 
abscess  had  totally  ceased,  it  was  nevertheless  obvious 
tliat  the  patient  lost  strength  daily.  His  pulse  was  frc* 
quent  and  tremulons,  varying  from  ISO  to  ISO,  upon  tho 
!$lightest  exertion  or  agitation  of  body. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  urged  him  to  resume  the 
bark.  Collections  of  pus  doubtless  implies  a  certain  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  but  the  accompanying  symptoms  . 
prove  it  to  be  of  that  irritable  kind  arising  from  an  une* 
({iial  determination  of  the  blood  attendant  on  great  de- 
bility. In  such  cases,  therefore,  the  use  of  the  bark  is 
admissible,  at  the  same  time  that  our  best  endeavours 
should  be  exerted  to  support  and  strengthen  the  system  by 
means  of  other  powerful  tonics. 

(Xo*(i7.)  S  Somo 
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'  Som^  have  affirmed,  that  the  Ppruvian  bark  has  been 
known  to  occasion  difticult  lespirattoii  in  such  cases,  anrf 
on  that  account  considered  in  the  light  of  an  iinccrtairv 
and  hazardous  remedy.  .Atithorities,  however,  are  not 
wanting  in  favour  of  this  remedy,  when  prudcnth'  adminis- 
tered. Besides^  IVforton,  who  extoU  it  highly,  we  have 
the  testimony  of  Sir  Mm  Pringle  in  its  ImTOur*  He  rei* 
TDarks,  that  he  had  frequently  giveo  three  or  four  spoons* 
full  of  decoction  ef  bhtk  twiceadny,  without  observiag  tbat 
H  ineated  the  sjf^sim,  or  obstracted  the  breathtog ;  (mt,  on 
the  contrary,  tbat  k  had ''good  effieels  wben  toe  patim 
wm plained  ot*  k>w  spirits  and  weakness.* 

If  the  q^iantity  of  the  remedy  used  by  this  author  be 
ibottght  too  incenlAderabte  to  attbrd  any  conelosioB  id  its 
favour,  it  may  be  proper  to  refer  to  an  account  of  several 
very  alamitig  cases  of  )>ulnionary  affections  sneeessfolly 
treated  bv  a  tnore  liberal  exhibition  of  bark  some  ttmo 
ago,  pttbushed  ia  the  Medical  Cofnaianicaiions.i* 

Catarih^  a  disease  much  connected  with  oensnmption* 
may  be  also  adduced  in  stipport  of  the  ntili^  of  the  bark 
in  cases  of  suppuratton.  Clnronic  catarrhs  are  sometimes 
extremely  troublesome,  by  which  the  patient  is  consider* 
rably  reduced,  and  it  becomes  necessnry  to  employ  the 
bark  with  a  view  to  birtiigthen  the  eousiitutioa  and  daiii* 
nish  the  discharge,  by  increasing  the  tone  of  the  vessels 
dtstrihured  to  tlie  uua  us  membrane  of  the  trarlu  a.  This 
iiiav  be  further  illustrated  by  a  late  author  of  reputatioa^ 
who  has  written  on  the  Materia  iMedica.t 

As  the  patient  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  continue 
the  bark,  and  as  he  was  daily  losiinx  strength,  his  con  eh 
at  times  troublesome,  respiration  somewhat  diiheuit,  iha 
lower  rxtremities  blontpd;  and  a  slight  degree  of  nnasarca 
extended  to  the  rim  ot  tiie  belly;  on  tlie  27i\h  i^r- 

lotUcrgillf 


*  Amy  Diseases^  Tlitrd  Wdoo,  p«  t6i,  Note, 

t  dee  Medical  Commniiucscioiu^  Vol.  1,  p.  SSO. 

I  "  Binos  ipe  ab  empycmate  dunchina  (1 S.  ooit^Peniv.)  cmavi.  Qss 
ftiigis  spntti  fvleaty  eo  ccftior  cum.  In  phthisi  puhnonftli  s&pi  4|uidaa 
pMKJara  piMlit,  wap6  autem  aihil  cAok.    <|aaodo  apdili  aLSeiWiUttt» 

svmptoiDaticap  in  lioc  morbo,  evidenter  nocwf,  nisi  sputa  5ttppre>-si'**!  dt- 
ccrps,  Certc,  ubi  ^puta  in  phtbibi  nimLs  :ii!uiid;mt,  ortex  indicutur;  si 
▼ero,  cum  oppressiuiie  pectoris,  subiro  dnuinuantur,  curiici  non  inkeren* 
dum.  Nolliim  vidi  ntntm  ex  roodtiata  dod  dnoddiMe  quotidi^  sumpu  ta 
pfadndy  etianiM  Mtnpuis,  per  venn  sectam  SnuMiii  crastliaftmiaiaaM 
obducuis  Mibinde  fuit.''  Vide  Beigins  Msisria  hSttSm,  toia.  1»    isa^  * 
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On  GahauUm  in  Ujfdtf^QiiM.  ^vS/ 

R>thergill,  au  eminent  Physiciaa  in  this  city,  visited  his^ 
tt  my  request,  aud  the  following  medicines  were  directed. 
,  R.  ^lyn  h.  upt.  %u   6.  oliban.  3ij.  Syr*  balwn..  q*  s.  ut 
f.piL  XX.  capiat,  lij.  Nocte  maneque  cum  haust*  int'iia, 
ttsafms  tepici. 

ILTinct.  opii  catnph.  ^^i.  capiat  coclil.  ij.  xninlca  C2w  haust* 
infus.  sasatVao.  post  singul.  dos.  pilul. 

Having  taken  tlic  above  uicciicines  for  a  short  time,  they 
seemed  to  have  a  good  erfect,  but  u\  il  aticrvvaids  chanH:t-cl 
for  the  bark  in  sub^taLice,  of  uhu  n  iic  took  a  druchiu 
three  or  four  times  a  day  in  port  u  Uic,  and  persevered  iu^ 
the  use  of  it  about  three  weeks.  When,  noiwith^tanuiug 
his  habitual  exeess  in  drinking,  by  the  middle  of  Januarv, 
1B0<3,  he  vvaji  pertectly  restored  to  health,  except  a  nligfit 
tlegree  of  lanieness  about  the  articuLntioii  of  the  shoulder. 

A'.diough  tliis  patient  had  no  apparent  syniptoms  of  the 
disease  when  he  coiuplained  of  the  pain  about  his  shoulder, ' 
yet  there  cannot  be  a  doul^t  that  it  arose  from  venereal  ud-*. 
fectioQ.    For,  it  is  well  known,  that  inflammation  from, 
tlie  ahove  cause  has  a  tendency  to  suppurate,  and  ge«e- 
lally  does  so,  unless  the  virulence  of  the  disorder  is  de- 
stroyed by  mercury,  or  a  revulsion  is  produced  by  some 
other  disease,  or  by  evacuant  medicines. 

The  quantity  of  purulent  fluid,  clearly  ascertained  to 
have  been  discharged,  on  opening  the  abscesses,  which 
successively  formea  (as  above  described)  was  upwards  of 
tiglUctn  quarts,  exclusive  of  that  which  was  removed  with 
the  dressings  and  by  other  means* 

As  supplying  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  with 
milk^  this  man  is  well  known;  and  be  lately  informed  me^ 
that  since  his  recovery  as  ahovementioned,  he  has  en«* 
Joyed  an  uninterrupted  state  of  health,  and  is  now  euiircly 
free  from  lameness. 


EmcACT  ovGalvakism  in  Casbs  of  HYnnopBOBtA* 

ME  experiments  have  been  made  nt  Turin,  which 
prove  the  puvver  of  galvauism  in  the  trealaient  or  iiydic- 
phobia.  * 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1802,  a  man,  aged  45  }ear<?,  was 
bitten  on  the  ihunib  of  the  rii^hl  hand  by  iiis  own  do^, 
which  was  mad.    Ou  the  C>Oih  of  Auijust  following,  he 

*S  $  wei.t 
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On  Galvanim  in  lii/dr^phobia* 

^ 

went  to  consult  professor  Boss^i,  as  he  bad  been  scizccf 
with  ifrror  at  the  sight  of  water,  which  had  produced  con- 
vulsive nioviincnts  ni  the  muscles  ol"  the  h)\vcr  jaw.  The 
The  patient  iiiioniied  M.  Rossi,  that,  durini^  ilie  first 
twenty-five  days  he  had  felt  no  pain,  excepting  in  the 
part  biitcMi ;  that  lie  had,  in  consequence,  cauterized  it 
himselt  several  times  with  boiling  oil  and  the  actual  cau- 
tery, ill  order  fo  excite  a  long  suppuration  ;  that  on  the 
14th  of  July  he  felt  a  very  acutr  paii!  m  his  nerk^  froiii 
irhirh  he  was  relievcfl  by  some  mtrrnal  eoin posing  medi- 
cines, wineli  a  professional  man  had  prescribed  ;  that, 
some  days  afterwards,  being  siezrd  with  such  a  vicAcnt 
dizziness  as  to  make  hin^  hicn  fail  duwn^  an  emetic  was 
aEdininistered,  which  gave  him  ver^  great  relief ;  that^  In  a 
few  days,  he  was  attacked  with  pains  in  most  of  his  joints, 
but  particularly  in  the  vertebra;  of  the  neck  and  back  j 
that  tinaliyj^diderent  remedies  bad  been  prescribed  with- 
out success,  till  the  day  when  his  fear  of  the  water  had 
made  him  resolve  to  consult  him. 

'  M»  liossi  having  reason  to  believe,  that  madness  would 
soon  manifest  itself  in  this  man,  as  he  already  felt  its 
symptoms,  resolved^  without  loss  of  time,  to  have  recourse 
to  galvanism.   He  composed  a  pile  of  fifty  couple,  with 
disks  of  pasteboard  wetted  with  a  solution  of  muriate  of 
ammonia.   He  established  the  mediate  circle  between  the 
end  of  the  thumb  bitten  and  the  commencement  of  the 
spinal  marrow,  and  then  between  the  tongue  and  the  lower 
extreiiiuy  ol*  tlie  spine;  but  the  patient  could  not  endcuf 
the  operation  on  hi:?  toiigne,  without  beini;  (*xcited  to  Inte. 
He  then  placed  him  barefoot  on  the  Grrenud,  which  had 
beeti  welted  with  water,  hut  lui  conld  not  bear  the  inipres- 
hion  made  hv  that  fluid.    He  was  then  removed  to  aiiollx  r 
place,  and  hv  mean^  o^  a  lon^r  conductor,  which  wa*^  cuv- 
ried  f  rom  the  end  of  his  to*^  «•  to  iu^  month,  the  i^alvanisauoii 
was  continued  only  two  mmuie.-*,  because  he  ihrfUeiKd 
to  bite.    M.  Rossi  then  fixed  the  immediuie  cireie  a!oii^ 
the  spinal  uianow,  and  repeated  the  galvanisation  liii  the 
patient  f  1^11  into  a  deep  swoon,  which  \\ a*  feuct'eed^id  by  a 
pfoftise  perspiration.   A  tpiarier  of  an  hour  afterwards  the 
patient  rose  and  was  nble  Ui  u;o  home,  accompanied  by 
some  friends,"  wIjo  were  <'hariicd  to  give  an  account  the 
fuHowinq:  rhiv,  of  what  should  happen  in  the  interin). 

The  day  fnllowinq  he  rcturiud  by  hini.seif,  saying  that 
be  was  cured  ;  for  he  bad  drank  v. .iter  with  bui  a  very 
wlif^lit  degree  of  terror,  and  had  taken  a  cup  of  chocotate. 
'i'bc  ^ialvanic'up'ei'ntion*  wcxc,  uu  that  day,  repealed.  He 
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^^prnrrd  ncrain  on  tfie  fourth  clay,  doclnring  that  he  er- 
^RTicriced  no  difticulty  either  in  eating  or  drinking,  and 
rehisrd  to  be  galvanized.  M.  Kossi  would  not  insisl  on 
pertonnin;^  the  operation,  on  aceount  of  the  excessive 
flreud  of  galvAQisin  testified  by  the  pa|i«nt;  he  only  in* 
vited  him  to  return  the  following  day,  hut  wiiich,  he  how- 
ever neglected  to  do  till  after  an  interval  of  six  days.  He 
then  related,  that,  the  preceding  nii^ht,  he  had  been  seized 
with  convulsive  movements^  and  iiad  been  d'btnrbed  by 
frightful  dreams.  He  likewise  mentioned,  that  he  fre- 
(laently  had  an  inclination  *to  bite  his  clothes,  and  that  he 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  drinking.  He  a^ain  snb- 
roirtcd  to  the  galvanic  operation,*  which  iras  performed  in 
the  manner  above *descri bed,  in  the  presence  of  M.  VassaK 
£andty  and  several  other  persons.  No  symptom  appeared 
from  that  time  till  the  I4th  day  afterwards.  During  this 
interval,  the  patient  came  evcrv  day,  of  his  own  accord,  to 
he  galvanized,  and  received  pleasure  from  it  ecjual  to  tlie 
aversion  lie  had  hefore  testified.  On  the  fourtPt  nth  dav  he 
complained  of  pains  in  his  joints,  but  M.  H(j>>i  perceiving 
that  thev  were  eaii^<  il  bv  the  excessive  u^c  ol'  i^alvanism, 
cRsut(.'(l  from  all  the  operations,  aiui  on  the  twenrv-^eventh 
(i  ly  the  pains  went  away.  A  few  days  afterwiiids,  the  pa- 
ti(  nt  nixain  drstrcd  tr)  Ul*  iralvanizcd  :  his  re(|uest  was  eoin- 
plici!  uitli,  and,  ow  the  third  day,  the  same  [»ains  returned; 
the  raticids  ut  re  Ukii  -ifspei.di^d.  Since  that  tiiuu,  the 
patii  Mt  has  never  experienced  any  symptom  of  his  formei* 
compiiunr^  and  has  enjoyed  an  exce  llent  state  of  health. 

The  sceond  observation  was  made  on  a  hair  dresser,  who 
was  bitten  by  a  mad  doL?  on  the  cliin  and  the  right  leg, 
and  \\  lir>  was  sent  to  M.  Uos:,i  by  M.  Charron^  Commissary 
General  of  Poller,  the  fourth  day  after  the  aecident,  to  be 
admitted  into  Sr.  John's  Hospital.  The  patient  having  em- 
ployed no  kind  of  remedy,  M.  Hossi  thought  it  advisable 
to  subject  him  to  the  ordinary  treatment.  He  was  there* 
fore  cauterized  with  the  actual  cautery  on  the  two  j)laees 
^vIm  re  he  had  been  bitten,  and  for  twenty^six  davii  after  his 
admission  into  tlie  hospital  no  other  remedy  was  employed. 
Thirty-one  da^'i  after  the  bite,  the  pytient  having  com- 
plained that  he  could  not  sleep,  opium  was  administered, 
lint,  instead  of  co/nposing.  It  seemed  only  to  increase  his 
iiKjuietude  ami  agitatioiu  The  dose  was  increased  to  two 
grains  but  without  producing  any  Lenefit,  and  llie  patient 
even  began  to  feel  an  i>b>trurtion  in  his  throat.  M.  l^>ssi 
then  proceeded  to  galvanihe  him,  in  the  manner  di  sc  i  ihed 
}n  thy  preceding  case.    Hie  tialvanisiitiou  was  repeated 
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evtry  second  day  till  the  forty-sixth,  when  the  putient  ap- 
peared to  be  perfectly  well.  He  h-ft  the  "hospital  on  the 
littj-fourih  day,  and  since  that  time  has  iiad  no  relapse. 


.  Account  <^  Diseases  in  an  Eastern  District  of  London, 
from  Julf  30  to  August  SO,  1804. 

ACUTE  DISEASES.  Hysteria     -----  5 

Pneumonia     -    -    -    -  3  Hypochoudriasis  -    -    -  4 

Hepatitis     -----  2  Chlorosis    -----  6 

Jihtuaiatismus  Acutus  -  7  Scrophuia  -   ...   ^   -  3 

Cholera      -    -    -    -    •  (J  Herpes  -    -    -        -   -  4 

•  CHROSilC  DUEMES.  llhcuiDatisniUS  Cbronicu^  1^ 
Tnssis      -     -     -     -    *.12  PUEHPLttAL  J>XS£ASES. 

X)yspna3a    -    -   -.  -  -    7  Peritonitis  -----  5 

I'ussi.^^  cum  Djftpncea  -  14  Mcoorrhagia  Lochialis  *  5 

Phthisis  Pulm9na]iB  *   6  Ephemi^ra  .«...<.*  5 

Hjdrothorax  -  n  ^  «•  .4       invantils  diseases. 

Aijcites'                         3  AphthsB     -   -   -   .   •  4 

Soirrbus  Uteri  .   -   •  •    1  Herpes  -    .   -   -   -   •  3 

]  nl^ipsusAni  ....  6  Ophthalnua    •  •  .  •  3 

Cephalalgia  .  -  .  -  7  Diari'hosa'  -  -  ...  4 
,Gaslrodyni4^        •»  *  6 

The  autvmn  obw  advancing,  the  diseases  peculiar  to 
that  season  begin  to  shew  themselves, 

i>everal  instances  of.  cholera  have  occurred.  This  dis- 
ease, which  most  frequcnlJy  makes  its  appearance  in  the 
autumnal  months,  has  been  attributed  to  efTerts  pvoduced 
on  the  hepatic  system  duritig  the  heat  of  the  summer. 
These  are  more  particularly  observable  when  a  copions  fall 
^of  rain  has  succeeded  a  very  warm  temperature  of  the 
atmosphere. 

As  this  disease  is  endemic  in  the  warm  countries,  it  is 
natural  to  ascribe  it  to  an  increased  degree  of  heat,  and  it 
has  accordingly  been  observed  to  prevail  more  or  less  in 

proportion  to  this, 

1  lie  more  imroedinte  cause  of  this  disease  is  to  be  found 

in  the  morbid  action  of  the  liver, 

Dr.Stiuii(iors  supposes,  from  the  quantity  of  bile  secreted, 
and  the  rap  ti  inaaiitr  in  which  it  is  poured  into  the  duo- 
denum, '*  that  tlierc  is  not  niiu  sinlicient  for  a  perfect 
secretion,  but  that  ti.e  tsu.d  is  sonu  »vhaL  uf  an  inlermetlialt 
ftiitute  bctuecQ  blood  and  bik  j"  and  that  "  a  considerable 

quantity 
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^tfaatity  of  red  c^lobules  escup?,  uiiuliangcd,  from  t}\c 
capillary  vessel;^  into  tiie  pori  l>jliarii,  and,  uniting  a. 

duoiiciiuui." 

lu  the  Urealmeiit  of  tbw  disease,  emtlMM  and  cathnrtics 
seem  unaecessacy^  onlesa,  iBAieed^  by  tiM  earW  or  roo  Urn 
a  i»e  of  opiates^  the  eraeoatlon  frota  ilie  >nrestines  has 
been  premalurelj  checked,  and  great  pain  hi  the  bowe!s 
ennies  in  consequence  of  thiS|.  when  the  Use  of  ^he  latjter 
may  be  hiebly  necessaty. 

Although  too  early  an  use  of  opiates  may  prove  mjurious,^, 
the  well  directed  use  of  them  is  highly  safgtary,  especially 
in  those  cases  where  spasms  of  the  lower  extremities  pre<t 
vaiL  It  is  highly  proper  throughout  the  disease  to  dilute 
tlMi  eoBtenta  of  the  stomach  and  intestioi^s  by  th?  usq  of 
Mme  emoUieiit  fluid,  and  also  in  SQ4^e  cas<)s  to  tbrw  up  a 
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Medical  Utport  of  Cases  of  Inoculatum  md  Re-inoculadon  z.t(h 
VimoUm  and  Vaccine  Matttr:  ttfiik  9ome  Cajies  of  caswal  £5r- 
pmrt  to  SmaU-l^ox  Contagion^  subicftteni  to  Vaccination,  jjf 
JoHW  RoLto»  H.  D.  &c.  &c.  8vo.  pp.  23.  i,ondou,  1S04.  » 

It  appears*  by  this  short  Report,  that  Mr.  Goldson's  pamphlet  had 
produced  qo  small  degree  of  dpubt  respecting  the  permanent  cf!i-i 
cscy  of  vaccination  even  in  the  mind  of  Dr.  uollo.  We  conclude, 
thfrefoie,  that  it  has  produced-  more  than  doubt  in  many  minds 
far  less  entightened,  and  less  capable  of  judging  of  medical  evidence 
tliao  be  is.  We  rejoice,  however,  for  the  occasion  which  threw  a 
subject,  so  mtcresting  to  the  public,  into  bands  so  well  qualified 
for  Its  investigation.  Dr.  R.  appears  to  have  availed  himself  of 
Mery  circumstance  which  could  render  his  experiments  decisive  of 
the  questioii  at  issue.   The  season  of  the  year,  the  acUvity  of  tha 
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small-poN  mattiM-  omployed,  attention  to  its  rficctual  insertion  into 
the  arm^,  and,  lastly,  by  inviring  a  (•onsidcra])lc  number  of  respect- 
able practitioners  to  witness  ilie  progre^iS  of  the  cases.  The  result 
of  these  experiments,  and  many  others,  instituted  wiili  the  sunie 
view,  in  various  pans  of  the  kingdam,  we  coocludc»  has  set  the 
lljatu  r  at  rest  Jor  some  lime  a.t  least, 

"  So  far  as  oui  cases  go/'  says  Dr.  U.  ue  could  haiilly  Lave 
refrained  from  drawing  individual  inferences;  but  this,  and  any 
other  explanation  necessarily  arising  from  them,  we  at  pre;>cnt 
decline.  Except  in  observing,  that,  from  the  whole  of  thi>  report, 
the  subsequent  remarks  so  strongly  arise,  that  wc  think  it  proper 
tb  subjoin  them :  namely,  that  the  vaccine  inoculation  resbts  the 
aetion  of' the  variolous  dii>ease  ;  thnt  when  this  has  hecn  apparcnfltf 
diminished  as  a  preventive  power;  the  variolous  disease  has  been 
much  milder^  and  less  complcat ;  but  how  far  titne  may  farther 
influence  the  vaccine  power,  time  only  can  decide  \  though  at  pre- 
sent it  remains  entirely  in  favour  of  vaccination,  as  dedocible  from 
our  report." 

It  is  Mith  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  us,  that  it  will  be  per- 
caivady  thau  o€  lhe«five  hundted  and  lifty  we  have  vaccinated* -not 
more  than  thirteen  have  been  in  any  degree  aflectcd  by  le-inocula- 
fiotiy  or  casual  exposure,  to  variolom  matter ;  and  in  these,  any 
disease  induced  haa  k/tm  extremely  mild,  and  some  doubt  may 
arise  whether  it  was  really  variolous  constitutional  afibction  or  not. 
It  is  also  to  be  recollected,  many  of  the  remaining  five  hundred 
and  thirty*8even  cases  of  cow -pock  have  been  occasionaUpr  exposed 
to  variolous  ihduent^e  without  ciVect. '  Therefore,  so  far  as  our  ex- 
perience extends  in  vaccination,  it  is  complctoly  supported.  From 
evpi-y  analogy,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  tinrc  %viU  establish 
the  demonstration  oJh  its -full  and  perm*^'^.'^!' P<>wer." 


Minutei  of  sorne  Experiments  to  ascertain  the  permoHent  Security  of 
Vacewafion,  against  Expostire  fo  the  Small'^Pox,    To  ickkkan 
ftefixedy  6o??t^  Hmarh  on  Mr*  Goldstm's  Pamphlet,    Witf^  a»  Ap^.- 
peniix,  containing  Testimonial*  and  other  Comwunieations  from 
many  of  the  moft  respectable  Medical  Men  in  this  Neighlmrkood, 
By  Rich  A  UD  Hum  king,  Surgeon^  and  Secretary  to  thelhek 
Jennerian  Institution.  8vo.  pp. '  120.  Plymouth. 
The  enquiry  t  .^ciicd  among  Medical  Men  throughout  the  British 
Kmpire  by  Mr.  Goldstm's  pamphlet,  seems  likely  to  obtain  tor 
them,  in  'the  world  at  lai<;f,  a  character  for  vigilant  observation 
on  the  important  subject  which  docs  such  honour  to  our  nation. 
The  discussions  it  has  provoked,  and  the  train  of  experiments  ic 
has  induced,  will  be  every  where  attentively  regarded;  and  when 
the  alarms  which  its  extensive  circulation  has  occasioned  shall  have 
subsided,  the  jennerian  inoculation  must  be  univemlly  received 
ttitb  increased  confidence.   Like  our  native  oak,  the  flouri*>bitig 
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plant  (vacdola)  shall  become  but  tnore  liniily  rooted  by  the  blasts 
•bich  mav  have  threatened  to  overturn  ir. 

Mr.  Dtiniiing  says,  %fry  liberally,  of  the  work  \vliic!i,  at  least* 
has  given  rise  to  very  valutiblc  ob«;rvations,  **  Mr,  Guldion's  pam« 
phlrr.  I  fear,  is  much  too  well  urirtcn  not  tn  excite  a  verv  ♦gene- 
ral inicic*-t ;  arul  T  hiineut  to  jiiid,  not  ic»  occasion  ti  vasr  deal  of 
mi*erv  aiul  di^t ::irtinn  in  mnnv  th'>iisa?i(Is  of  ftinilics  ;  at  the  same 
tiai»>  I  am  most  r(>a«iy  to  admit,  and  1  adiiiil  it  wjth  !:r:it  •satisfac- 
tion, that  his  obf^ervations,  &:c\  arc'  uritfon  rippnronily  uithtoo" 
much  candour  for  me  to  donbt  a  jtionirFit  his  wjlims^mss  fully  to 
retract  them,  whenever  he  shall  •-<'o  (»c(\Lsiu[i  to  do  so.  Indrrrf, 
the  whole   icnor  of  the  paiiiphlct  carries  convirtion  to  my  niiiid, - 
that  the  author  is  not  a  bigot,  who,  if  wrong,  wiii  not  be  con- 
vinced." 

Mr.  Diinniriii,  a<  ^^oon  a"^  he  liad  rend  Mr.  Goldsori's  pamplilcf, 
avaih;d  himself  ot  tiic  earliest  opj)ortvinitv  to  set  on  toot  the  te^i«» 
of  Viiriohitioa  and  exposure  to  the  fullest  infection  of  the  small- 
pox that  could  be  devised;  in  which  he  had  the  concuri tiice  of 
Doctors  Kemmet,  Woolcombe,  and  May;  Messrs.  Lit:le,  Fu^o/ 
Smith,  Lower,  Vcnkivel,  Bone,  Veitch,  and  Sargora.    Many  of 
his  little  patients,  whom  he  had  vacetnated  at  different  periods  in 
the  coane  qf  the  last  four  years,  had  been  conttamly  breathing: 
for  many  weeks  a  highly  variolated  afmospbere.   He  had  vaccina- 
ted more  than  a  thousand  aabjectt  Mnca  the  latter  end  of  I7<9p  ; 
and  as  lie  had  never  met  with  a  single  instance  of  subsequent  eiiiall^* 
pox,  though  many  of  them  had  been  subjected  to  variolation,  and* 
many  constantly  and  fully  exposed  to  casual  infectron,  nor  knutrti. 
a  case  in  the  practice  of  any  sut^eon  in  bis  town  and  neighbour « 
bcod,  he  was  naturally  convinced  of  its  permanent  efficacy. 

Wcpa^a  over  upwards  of  thirty  pages,  as  being  principally  theo> 
retical,  and  in  some  p  irt>  perfectly  hypothetical,  in  order  to  come 
to  the  facts,  in  which  all  the  world  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Dunning,  a  fohd  parent,  had  his  chdd,  ten  months  old, 
whom  he  had  vaccinated  eight  months  belbre,  inoculated  (Janu- 
ary 23,  1802)  from  a  woman  ill  of  tl»e  most  malignant  small- 
pox, of  l.ich  sl.e  died  three  days  afteAvards.  **  An  early  and 
considerable  local  ntVection  ou  the  arni  took  place,  and  gradually 
pro^revs.'d  till  the  sovrnth  or  ei^lith  day,  when  it  began  to  shade, 
and  in  a  tew  days  rlrierl  n!f.  Tins  inoculntirm  wa:^  neither  attended 
v^irh  the  s^I^htcst  con^tltutl')^;l]  «-ifects,  nor  followed  bv  the  smallest 
vevti^o  of  the  small-pox.  'V[\->  child  he  also  inoculated  again  for 
ifie  >niall-pox  in  Juiv  ISOt;  and,  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  the 
f>rmer,  had  the  child  taken  into  the  close  ro(/m  of  the  sick,  thua 
exposing  it  to  the  contagion  of  tb»  disease  as  wcii  on  the  mtcctioa 
bv  the  lancet. 

At  t!ic  time  of  the  latter  inoculation  Mr.  Dnnninfi,  had  arioila-r 
son  aUo  submitted  to  the  operation.  *•  The  eldest  hoy  is  uvelveycari 
old,  and  had  been  irioculated  more  than  eleven  years  before,  and 
euili  fcd  a  good  deal  from  the  sinaU-pox ;  tke  subceptibilit >•  of 
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buiall-po.\  ill  our  family  Is  very  pcmarkabke/-*  The  effect  of  the 
variol  ous  inoculation  was  nearly  the  ^^ma  on  the  younger  c!nli  as 
it,  had  bei  u  two  year*  .iikI  9-  half  before  j  on  the  eider,  ^  iiowcr 
but  lathn*  cjrcater  effect  of  the  s^nae  kind  wa?  produced. 

.  <^  The  benigu  caw-puck«."  says  the  author,  Was  upw,  in  the  person 
of  my  y«>ui)ge8t  diild^  conptoely  ii9Aqi»ivo<;aUy  mi$t«d»  c< 
dffnrent  tmd  dyiant  ptrMgf.  the  poiiOD  of  «i)ii41-fpX(."  Almost  im- 
niQ4i«lely  on  iho  cl^ect  ihe  imeqkitioiit  oft  iIma-  child  heii^  Mcer* 
teiiiedi  tl  «M  iliseoveNdl  that  chiWuen  were  4yiiig  9f  gwlalin» 
wNibtaa  few  yards  of  the  bom*  when  Mr.  Diumujog  in  a  £e«  homa 
removed  hisriamily  fmi  the»  i^Iage ;  hta  tlia  ioilut  v(a»  almdy 
ipfodad ;  and  Oft  this  he  ob9ervo»»  No  ciiscfBistaiice  can  more 
stiaqg^  main  tha  sjuoepl^bUity  of  qoatagion  ia  this  child  than  hit 
laKing  on  so  readily  the  scarlatina,  the  previous  inocttlatton  hav« 
8^  through  aU  its  stages  three  days  before  the  seurare  :  this 
CMrcwostaaoe  piaeee^  if  possible,  in  a  more  striking  point  of  view* 
the  ttnsusceplifaile  state  of  the  cbild'^  &y&tom,  with  respect  to  the 
poii>oA  of  tbearaaU-pox ;  and  iivde^it  although  it  has  been  an  af« 
flicting  circumstance  to  tha  child  and  miy  £iai)y)  gives  an  addition- 
al weight  to.  the  experiments  which  I  hope  and  believe  the  utmost 
iag^uity  of  any  man,  the  most  advene  in  tha  world  to  the  cow- 
pock,  cannot  k«4!*€n," 

In  addition  to  tho  fvirfenr'^  containod  in  jSIr.  Ds  Minutes,  he 
has  gi\eaa  v^luabie  body  ot  correspondence  and  extrarts,  nil  tending 
toe>tabh«iH  tbo  samr*  satisfactory  concluj»i on  the  Minutes  had 
djone.  We  ix^re  iii^o  nmi  occurrence.*;  and  cautions Mmilar  to  those 
lately  kid  he^e  tUa  public  by  Mr.  Uing^ 


Surgical  ObsercaiiauSt  caulauiing  a  Clas.iyicaihii  of  Tumours,  :i-ifk 
.  Coiteif  to  illustrate  the  HUtorn  of  each  Species  ;  an  Account  of 
Diseases  •which  strikinglif  resemble  the  V mereal  Disease^  and  variom 
Caa^  Uktiirotiise  of  ^'ereut  Surgical  Sybjects,    By  Jo^2r  Aber- 
^-aTUTj  F*  1US»  &c,&c.  &V0.  pp.  263.  1804. 

[  Continued  from  pp.  176—179.  ] 

After  ihis>  the  author  slightly  mentions  another  gtaar  of  tumoom 
^vhich  he  calls  oeseous,  sgnd  illustrates  with  a  case*  The  division 
oondttdas  with  the- following  observations : 

Viseuhir  tuiaours  also  may  donbtless  become  converted  into 
tt'Substaaoa  lesemhtii^ cartilagC)  like  those  found  in  Joints;  and 
their  hardness  might  then  exclude  them  from  the  gsnus  sarcoma. 
I  have  not  however  met  with  such  instances,  though  it  is  not  very 
w^mmon  to  find  a  sabslaoce  resembling  cartilage  intermixed  with 
the  other  vascular  substance  of  a  sarcocele  of  the  testis. 
-  The  diseases  which  I  have  ^te%u  4eKribing  may  be  considered 
as  edilicee  which  are  built  op  by  diseased  actions,  and  in  which 
those  diseased  acltoM  contioiie  to  reside.  The  actions  themselves 
do  not  admit  of  esami|taiionp  though  the  structures  do  which  they 

erect. 
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cnect,  Tbcreforet  a&  Dr.  Bgillie has  observed,  it  is  by  an  examination 
of  (Hseased  structure  that  wc  must  be  stuwly  led  to  a  knowledge  q£ 
diffused  actions.    Ii  does  not  follow  as  a  certain  consequeoce^ 

that  similar  diseased  actions  will,  in  every  instance,  produce  pre- 
ci^^ly  the  same  diseased  structure;  though  it  is  hijjhiy  probable 
C:iat  they        'lo  «jn  in  r!«Mierul.    Thi>  observation  would  diniinisK. 
our  surprize  it,  in  sour'  rare  instances,  wc  fouiul  cancer  c.xi*;lirjj» 
where  a  cancerous  structure  was  not  strikingly  manifest ;  or  if",  iu 
others,  a  sirticturc  like  that  of  cancer,  wa«?  ob^^crved  wl»erc  no 
cancerous  action--  were  apparent.    The  scirrhus  tumours,  whick 
fnrm  beneath  the  peritoneal  covering  or  lining  of  ih^  uterus,  hav<j 
something  of  the  structure  of  cancer,  and  yet  they  are  not  cancer- 
ous.   Jri  all  cases  where  tumours  are  formed  we  must  ^juppose  an 
incri'ase,  and,  in  some  degree,  a  disordered  action  gf  the  veaijcU 
which  form  them,  but,  in  many  these  actions  po^s^iiS  but  little  dis- 
eased p'?culiai  ity.    As  in  everv  case  of  giovvtij»  \n  the  re-productiou 
of  destroyed  parts,  the  gelatinous  bub-tance  of  the  blood  is  firsl 
deposited,  and  afterwards  icr.acica  \  i;:.aa.i,  liierclore  I  have  con- 
sidered a  tumour  formed  iu  this  manner  us  one  of  the  most  simple 
kind,  and  possessing  the  least  of  diseased  pcculiiirity ;  but  I  am 
aware  that  I  mav  have  included  under  this  general  character  tu* 
mourt  of  essential  different  natures.   In  the  adipose  sarcoma  there 
ianst  be  some  peculiarity  in  the  arrangsment  and  actions  of  vessels 
which  form  this  tumour;  hut  it  must  be  accounted  a  natural  ratheir 
than  a  morbid  peculiarity.    The  pancreatic  sarcoma,  I  should 
suppose*  differed  but  little  from  the  first  species.   It  may  be  con- 
ndered  as  a  new  growth  characterised  merel)  by  the  peculiarity  of 
its  appearance,  in  consequence  of  its  being  separated  into  many 
distinct  parts,  which  sometimes  cohere  by  a  looser  kind  of  texture* 
and  sometimes  are  separated  by  a  firmer  substance.   The  connect- 
ing medium  appears  like  the  thickened  celltdar  substance  of  the 
part  in  which  the  newly  oifani^ed  matter  is  formed.  Indeed,  I  have 
fooetimeS  pressed  out  the  separated  portions  of  this  substance  from 
the  connecting  medium  which  environed  theih.   In  the  mammary 
sarcoma  I  suspect  some  diseased  peculiarity  to  exist,  as  has  beca 
mentioned  in  speaking  of  that  subject.   In  the  tuberculated  sar^ 
cuma  the  predisposition  to  that  disease  seems  general  on  the  part 
of  the  constitution.    In  the  medullary  sarcoma  the  disease  seems 
local,  in  the  first  instance,  and  propagated  by  menn^  cf  ihe  absorb- 
ing vessels  to  their  glands,  and  frequently  in  a  course  retrograde  tg 
that  which  the  absorbed  fliuds  would  naturally  take;  but  in  thg 
advanced  stale  of  the  disease  the  morbid  di^position  appears  to  Le 
general.    In  ca;cinniiiatous  «:avconia  the  disease  appears  to  be^iu  in 
a  point  or  small  distnel,  and  to  extend  in  every  direction,  as  ra\!i 
do  from  a  centre,  affecting  every  surrcnindjiig  part  w hatever  uiay  be 
Us  naiure.    The  disrated  actions  also,  though  they  may  be  at  times 
niore  violent  or  more  tranquil,  never  cease,     ibis  disciise  is  also  - 
extended  through  the  nicdium  of  the  absorbing  vessels  in  the  direc* 
^'jn  which  the  absorbed  m^ter  would  natuially  uke.'^ 

Our 
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Our  rradrrs  will  lament  with  us  that  this  languagCt  bow  wcU 
ever  the  facts  may  he  supported,  is  muqh  too  figurative  for 
practical  purposes*    But,  le:»c  we  should  be  accused  of  partiality^ 
we  ftgain  refer  the  reader  to  the  work  itself. 

TIic  next  section  is  on  diseases  resembling  sypbilis.  This  is  in- 
troduced with  the  following  well  deserved  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Mr,  Hunter. 

'  **  Having  thus  ventured  again  to  appear  before  the  public,  I 
stwilt  t:»kc  the  opportunity  of  excilijjg  its  attention  to  ^.ome  c  '^"^s 
«,'hicli  have  orcuired  to  nie  of  di^-crtscs  rescmhlin;:;  s^  |)hiIi.s.  .Mr. 
Hunter,  in  lii^  excel l«  !t?  Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Divcaso,  h'As  re- 
Fat  rl  several  cu^es  suppoM'tl  to  be  of  that  nature,  an«l  some  of 
^iuch  were  ccrtainlv  not  su,  as  the\  iiot  well  without  mercury :  but 
in  the  greater  nuial)er  the  employment  of  tl:is  niediciiic  rendered 
tlu'ir  nature  doulitful.  Mr,  Hunter  also,  who  v.as  as  cautious  in 
drriwing  conclusions  as  he  v.as  accurate  in  making;  observations, 
Expresses  lumsvlf  in  many  instances  so  dimdently  on  the  subject,  as, 
iii  mv  oj-iinioii,  not  ^utricienllv  to  inipress,  the  minds  of  his  readers 
with  tlie  (  Cituints,  iijiporla:u  i\  ai:-  frequency  of  such  fucts.  H« 
concluui.b  iiis  observations  In  i'UiiUiiiing,  '  that  uinle^cribed  diseases, 
resnublin^^  \  eneroaI,  are  veiy  numerous,  and  that  what  he  has  said 
is  rather  to  be  considered  as  hints  for  others  tu  prosecute  this  in- 
quiry further,  than  as  a  complete  account  of  the  subject.'  As  it 
has  occurred  to,  me  very  frequently  to  meet  with  such  cases,  and 
as  the  necessity  for  di«crin]inatin^  them  from  venereal  diseases  ap- 
pears to  me  of  the  highest  importances  I. shall  prosecute  the  subject 
uy  relating  some  unequivocal  cases  of  diseases  strikingly  resembling 
syphilis,  and  which,  however,  were  'not  so,  provided  it  be  admitted 
that  syphilis  does  not  spontaneously  get  well  withodt  |he  aid  of 
medicine.'* 

This  division  of  the  work  is  principally  made  up  of  very  fn^ 
slnictlve  and  important  cases.  It  would  be  unjust  to  make  any 
obscr^'ations  on  the. want  of  accurate  di.«.criminations,  or  that  no 
arrangement  is  attempted.  The  author's  ohject  is  evidently  t  >  iin- 
on  his  readers  a  closer  ullentifm  to  that  vai'iety  of  sores  whieu 
appear  on  the  genitals,  and  of  ulcers,  spots  or  nodes,  which  atta-  k 
6ther  parts  of  the  body,  and  arc  too  indiscriminately  confused  \jiih 
venereal  complaints.  In  doing  this,  be  has  very' judiciously  selected 
some  striking  cases,  which  cannot  fail  to  impress  the  young  practi- 
tioner in  a  lively  manner  ;  to  such  we  r<'Commend  tin-  careful  and 
repeated  perusal  of  the  whole  ;  wc  shall  only  extrat  t  the  following 
passage,  as  il  does  civdit  to  tlie  authnr's  uccurars  anr!  candour. 

*•  \Vith  rrspecT  to  s(t!csthat  are  n()t  vctioreal,  the  dilliculties  of  in- 
ve^^tii^ation  are  ^rcnitly  mulli[)lied.  IV  a  description  cannct  be  ^i\en 
at'  vchereal  >ori  s,  it  sceftis  ah;in>t  ab.surd  to  sa\  anv  tliiu^  uf  those 
multiform  sore.?  producetl  by  intcrjious  matter,  the  fnialitio^  of  which 
may  be  prt»bably  variou^K  niodilied,  and  the  efiects  of  wiiieh  appear 
equally  liable  to  modilicutiuu  from  peculiarities  of  coudiilulion. 
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V- 1  in  this  intricate  siibjert  there  an»  certain  f:icts  which  can  be 
tli-tiiictly  ab'^erved,  and  deserve  attcfition.  Sonic  oi  ihe^e  sore* 
sfjieati  by  iilrcralion,  und  ^onu*  by  slou'^binff,  of  vhich  instances  :i:e 
related  in  the  tir-^t  section  ot  this  paper.  Kvcn  Cel:>u^  has  described 
sevcnil  sjicCR's  ,.f  sores  which,  as  Dr.  Adann  has  observed,  we  are- 
afqti;iiiU'vl  wall  jn  tiie  present  day.  I  have  never  <vvn  that  plia^e- 
d.T'iiic  uI'TT,  which  siuldetiK  s!ou«:b?,  alfect  the  constitiiiio!!  ; 
jK'itlier  d'l  I  I  plievf  t(;:it  Mir^'ooris  \\\  general  have  reinarkeil  it ; 
tho5C  uhu  regard  nil  lluse  ^orcs  as  venereal,  attribute  the  al>*^r»u-c 
of«terondarv  sxnipioins  to  the  chancre  ha\in»!  been  rciuuxcii  by  ihe 
?lmii:hni2  ot'  the  siirri)undiiig  parts.  Yet  ii)  liie  ease  related  by 
.Mr.  J'lciich  in  Mr.  Hunter's  Tn-uij^e  on  the  Voiirrenl  Disease, 
secondary  >ymptonis  did  occur  from  a  sore  of  tiua  ktad,  and  g4Jt  well 
without  meicuiy.  It  may  thorctbre,  perhaps,  be  doubted  whether 
,  tkis  disease  be  not  an  iiggravattnl  form  of  ihu  sore  which  sloughs  more 
•lowly,  and  from  which  the  constitution  is  much  more  frequently 
sfiected.  As  I  consider  any  obisQrvutions  that  I  have  mado  on  these 
sores  to  be  incomplete  and  therefore  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and 
Dr.  Adams  having  restricted  the  term  Phagedsena  to  one  kind  of 
destructive  sore^  f  feel  more  inclined  to  leave  it  as  a  generic  term 
Ibr  all  these  sorest  and  to  ((ivide  them  into  species  according  to 
their  pecQliar  characters*  Then  we  may  describe' them  as  ulcera- 
ting phagedsenic  sores,  and  sores  which  spread  by  sloughing.  Again, 
the  iHcerattng  or  sloughing  process  may  extend  not  in  all  but  in 
particular  directions,  and  the  sloughs  may  take  place  from  the 
or  from  (he  whole  surface.  As  Dr.  Adams  has  treated  these 
sttbjecb  at'  lai^c,  I  refer  the  reader  to  his  book ;  but  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  describe  one  species  of  sore  which  frequently  occurs, 
and  is  generally  treated  as  venereal,  but  which  I  am  convinced  is 
net  <:n. 

**  The  sores  alluded  to  ^imerally  break  out  in  surrrssinn,  and  > 
sometimes  after  a  considerable  interval  of  time ;  which  circum- 
stance, if  remarked,  would  render  it  improbable  that  they  aro5c 
from  infeciitm  of  the  ulcerated  pArt,  since  such  sores  would  pro- 
bably be  contemporary.  The  ulcer  is  at  lirst  inflamed,  and  spreads 
ordinarilv  to  the  size  of  the  linger  nail  :  its  circumfererife  U 
thickciK'd  ;  it  throws  out  new  tle>fi,  which  rises  above  the  surround- 
ing skin  ;  sometimes  there  is  an  a|  pcamnce  of  i^everal  little  C(  lis  or 
spaces  in  the  interstices  of  tin*  i;ranu!uuon«^.  if  rhey  may  be  called  so, 
owing  to  the  whole  ulcer  not  producing  new  Hesh  in  an  equal  de» 
grce.  These  sures  arc  blow  in  healing  under  any  nrnd'.'  of  tTeatiiicnt, 
and  they  generally  g^t  well  in  the  same  succe^>ioi.  a-s  tbey  broke 
out.  Tltcy  scnnelinies  form  in  a  circle  ruuiid  ihc  unlice  of  tl)o  pie- 
^mce,  and  cau.-e  a  contracti(jn  in  that  part  aft-jr  they  have  healed, 
1  do  nut  mean  to  say  that  all  snrts  occupying  tliis  situation  are  not 
venereal,  but  nierelv  to  mate  th'st  sometimes  aiU't  '^(jnurr  ii*  v  of 
the  prepuce,  either  originally  uccijrriM:^  there,  oi  liuvHig  haj  p-^  ni  d 
by  a  metastasis  of  di^enve  fron:  the  urethra,  sores  do  break  out 
ixi  this  situation  at  a  itfmcte  period  trom  the  receipt  of  the  i^- 
•  *  fcction, 
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icctioa,  vrhicii  m^not  venereal.  Ikty  teem  to  be  tiie  comefuenoe 
of  an  irritated  state  of  the  prepuce,  from  which  there  is  sonetiaiei 
a  slight  general  dischai]ge»  Uke  that  which  takes  place  when  the 
gonnrrheea  shilb  its  situation  from  the  mouth  of  the  ttrethra,  and 
bccomcst  the  gonnori^cea  of  the  prepuce.  The  glands  an  the  grdl^ 
MMBetimes  swell  from  irritation  in  these  caseS|  and  generally  subside 
egain»  though  I  have  known  them  suppurate ;  but  I  never  saw  any 
ik^oudary  symptons  succeed  to  this  species  of  ulcer. 

In  the^rJier  part  of  my  practice,  ia  conformity  to  general  rulcs^ 
I  ased  to  give  mercury  in  these  ulcers  to  secure  the  oonbtitutioa 
gainst  infection,  whilst  I  triec  to  heal  the  sores  as  speedily  as  I 
could  by  topical  applications.    Slightly  destroying  tlie  sariace  with 
the  argentum  nitratum  every  second  day,  and  dressing  with  the 
soUittoi)  of  ^^incum  vitriolatum,  were  the  local  means  which  seeaied 
to  he  most  successful.  An  atfcntion  to  tJic  history  of  the  disease,  and 
frequent  applications  for  advice  from  persons  who  had  been  severely 
and  Tinavailingly  salivated  for  the  cure  of  this  spec  ies  of  sore,  soon 
<;nihu!(J<'nL'd  ine  to  abst«un  from  the  Ubc  of  mercury,  an(i  1  have 
iicM  r  fjund,  thou;;h  I  have  met  with  a  coiisiderabic  number  of 
instances,  that  I  have  in  this  ro  poet  artrfl  wron'T."  , 
The  last  division  of  the  work  conM>is  oi  xanous  cases  illustrative 
of  difftrtiit  surgical  suhjccfs.    It  commences  with  injuries  to  the 
head,  in  Mliich  our  author  again  instances  several  cases  of  fracture, 
fur  vliH  ;i  the  appliciUion  of  the  trephine  was  unnecessary,  and 
Othei's  m  \\      h  ii  cuuhl  not  be  allended  with  an}'  advantage.  They 
arc  related  with  his  usual  accuracy,  rmd  the  inferences  drawn  are 
such  as  wc  might  expect  from  rvJi  .  Abcrnethy.    The  last  ra^c, 
though  not  strictly  in  point,  is  peculiarly  impoilaul,  fur  which 
reason  wc  shall  transcribe  the  whole.  v 

A  man  was  gored  in  the  neck  by  a  cow.    The  horn  entered 
by  the  left  side  of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
vertebrae ;  it  then  passed  upwards  on  the  bodies  of  those  bones^ 
nearly  as  high  ts  the  bottom  of  the  skull,  afterwards  it  came  out 
behind  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  exposing  and  in  some  degree  iiyuring 
the  parotid  gland  in  its  passage,  and  lacerating  the  skin  of  the  &ca 
as  iifjti  as  the  middle  of  the  ear.   In  its  course  it  had  passed  be- 
neath, and  torn  the  internal  carotid  artery,  and  all  the  primary 
branches  in  Iront  of  the  external  carotid  artery.   The  former  vessd 
was  not  however  entirely  rent  asunder,  so  that  th(f  general  course 
of  the  artery  and  its  connection  with  the  cranium  remained  in  the 
usual  state.    Notwithstanding  the  size  of  the  vessels  which  had  been 
torn,  they  did  not  immediately  bleed;  the  wound  was  therefore 
cloaed  and  bound  vp.   The  blood  was  soon  observed  to  flow  in 
streams  down  the  neck,  nor  could  any  general  pressure  upon.the 
wound  prevent  hsmorriiage.    In  this  state  the  man  was  convcyca 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital,  but  he  lost  a  lai;ge  quantity  of  blood 
before  his  arrival. 

**  The  patient  was  laid  upcn  n  bed,  and  before  the  wound  was 
^nod,  one  ot  the  students  iirmly  compressed  the  trunk  of  the 
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Cttotid  artery  agtinst  tii«  Unmet  €twctk  ««rtebrto»  We  Mnd  upon 
Ae  fine  iDtpeclk>tt  of  tb«  woundt  ihtft  tiin  pretsttre  ptrevonted  any 
iueiaorriiage  $  yet  upon  tlife  occil^tontl  motions  of  the  paticntv  and 
ipoa  tcd&nHil  ▼ariationi  in  tlie  pvefe^are  mada  on  tha  vessel,  tiia 
dood  gibhed  from  Ilia  liottom  of  tke  wound  to  suddenly  and  im 
inch  qoantttias  as  ptemit  any  accarate  examination.  The  maa 
ms  very  unquiet;  he  complained  much  of  thapressarc>  and  was 
greatly  distres«>ed  hy  a  sensation  of  safibcation,  whicii  compdled 
hha  coBSlantly  to  attempt  to  expeciorate*  Under  these  ciroom^ 
•ttnces  our  first  endeavours  were  to  tietbc  more  snpei'ficial  arteries : 
btft  the  edges  of  the  wound  being  laosratedt  the  first  ligatures  iv-Lich 
we  endeavoured  tovmakey  tore  away  portiom  of  Ihc  fleshy  and  did  wfi 
lecure  the  ve^seis. 

"  Hie  situation  of  the  patient  became  every  moment  more 
<!ciperate,  he  really  seemed  choking,  his  cxlrcniities  became  cold» 
anfl  his  pulse  wa§  scarcely  to  be  felt:  his  tussles  also,  which 
could  not  be  controlled,  made  the  pressure  on  the  trunk  ot'  the 
arter)'  very  precarious.  li  was  deemt-l  necessary  to  enlarge  the 
wound  to  i^et  at  the  trunk  ot  tiie  carotid  arterv,  and  an  incision  was 
made  between  that  vessel  and  ihc  trachea,  in  n  direction  parallel  to 
«ich  of  these  parts.  I  had  now  llie  ])ower  oi  passini^  niy  finger  be- 
neath the  tiuuk  of  the  carotid  arterv  ;  ;ind  of  eftrrtiiHll y  rouipress- 
in^ic  between  thai  iia^er,  and  my  thumb  which  wab  placed  0|>^>0&i(e 
to  it,  upon  the  integuments  of  the  neck. 

•*  I  had  now  iei>ure  to  examine  the  wound  wuli  my  otlirr  hand, 
STid  felt  that  the  phnrynx  hud  been  ^eparateil  from  ihe  vertebrae  of 
the  ntrck,  llihJ  hiid  ialicii  against  the  larvnx :  its  initaiioa  on  that 
organ  was  pi^obably  the  cause  uf  tiie  sen^>ation  of  suiiocation  which 
tfce  patient  suflereU.    There  did  not  appear  any  reason  to  Ix^licve 
tint  the  pharynx  nma  wounded ;  for  though  the  patient  was  con- 
ttsntly  spitting,  the  mucus  was  not  mixed  with  blood.  Finding  that 
ihe  moment  I  remitted  the  pressure  oa  the  carotid,  the  blood 
gushed  out  from  so  many  orifices,  and  in  such  a  torrent  from  tho 
bottom  of  the  wound,  I  nssoifed  to  pass  a  ligature  round  the  trunic 
of  the  carotid  at  the  part  where  1  bad  been  compressing  it,  ami 
ahkh  was  about  an  inch  below  its  division.  This  Mature  I  thought 
night  be  made  to  serva  as  the  tourniquet  In  amputation,  for  I  could 
with  it  compress  the  artery  so  as  to  prevent  the  wounded  parts 
becoming  obscured  by  blood,  and  by  slackening  it  I  might  gain 
iofonnation  with  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  ruptured  vessels. 

Should  it  beoome  neoessary  at  any  time  to  tie  the  carotid  ar* 
tery,  I  am  convince<f  that  it  may  be  dione  without  much  difficulty 
or  danger,  even  without  an  accurate  dissection  of  the  part.  If 
the  inci&ion  be  made  on  that  side  of  the  artery  which  is  next  tho 
trachea,  where  no  important  parts  caa  be  injured,  as  was  done  in 
tbe  present  instance,  the  finger  can  then  be  passf^d  behind  the  artery 
?o  to  compress  it.  The  vwsel  being  sufficiently  bulky  and  &r-m, 
to  make  it<  form  and  outline  distinctly  percvptil.le,  -a  needle  mav 
be  pa^ised  behind  the  ort^rv,  as  n<«r  as  possible  to  that  edge  of 
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it  which  is  next  to  th«  iateraal  jugular  v^n ;  there  cim  be  liHle 
risk  of  wounding  that  vr;>^c!,  or  of  including  in  the  ligature  ihe 
eighth  pair  of  nerves  which  lies  between  tbetn.  In  attempting  to 
secure  the  caroiid  ark-rv,  I  passed  behind  it  in  the  manner  dc- 
acribeil,  a  blunt  hook  with  cin  eye  in  the  point,  and  having  pre* 
viuubly  introduced  a  ligature  into  it,  i  di^w  b«ck  tlie  instranioot 
ami  til  us  enclosed  the  artery. 

"  Wlien  I  compressed  tlie  vessel  by  tightening  the  knot  of  the 
ligature,  I  did  it  slowly,  and  wiih  n  watchful  attention  to  tlic  sufier* 
ii^  of  the  patient  ;  for  I  cannot  but  suppose  ttiat  had  the  nen-c 
jof  the  eighth  pair  been  iiiclihief],  his  complaints  wouKl  have  ^'iin- 
cicntly  denoted  that  ciicuni'^lance.    But  the  rornpro5sion  ot  ihf? 
ligature  did  not  seem  to  make  ilu*  least  diffciciice  in  ilie  g«'ncral 
stati!  of  the  patient,  whilst  it  lomplotely  prevented  th*»  further 
Cllu-^ion  of  blood.    With  a  kuii*«'  and  di>->ecting  forceps  I  ihoi  ex- 
posed the  lacerated  vessols,  and  for.nd  that  the  primary  biaiirhe?  of 
the  external  carotid  anery  had  been  torn  off  from  the  Hunk.  By 
<Ira\ving  upwards  the  ii*^ature  which  encirdoii  the  trunk  of  the 
ariery,  I  made  the  internal  carotid  tense,  so  that  its  course  :i;id 
ruptured  htate  could  be  di«jtinctly  iclt.    '1  lie  ligature  on  the  trunk 
was  slackened,  a:ui  ihc  "ush  of  blood  further  conhriiu  a  liie  lacera- 
tiun  of  the  internal  carotid  artery.    I  had  now  the  alternative  of 
securing  the  ligature,  which  I  had  already  made  on  the  trunk  of  the 
>e.s^el,  or  of  t)ing  the  branches  separately.   I  prefenvd  the  furmcr* 
ami  it  shonld  be  observed  tliat  the  roan  had  now.  lain  ten  minuter 
or  roorci  without  any  blood  being  carried  to  the  brain  by  the  Idt 
carotid ;  and  during  that  period  be  had  recovered  from  his  extreme 
faintueftS,  appeared  pe  rfectly  sensible,  and  as  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected in  a  person,  considering  that  he  had  lost  so  large  a  quantity 
of  blood.   'J'he  ligature  being  now  made  sccitrey  the  wound  wes 
)>rought  together  by  stripes  of  plaster ;  and  in  this  state  warm  roitk 
was  given  to  the  patient  to  drink,  in  order  to  learn  what  would  be 
4he  edect  uf  his  efforts  to  swallow,  and  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, whether  there  was  any  wound  in  the  pharynx  or  cesopha^^u^. 
'J  he  patient  swallowed  about  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  thi^  fluid  with 
diniculty,  and  with  the  frequent  excitement  of  coughing.    No  milk 
however  came  through  the  wound,  and  I  concluded  that  all  the 
difhculty  of  deglutition  arose  from  the  unnatural  slate  in  which  the 
muscles  of  the  )>harynx  were  placed,  in  C'  n^equencc  of  their  dc- 
taciiment  tVoin  the  V(Mtebr:v     These  circuinstanci^s  happened  If- 
iween  f m  and  live  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  wlurn  I  *-a'.v  the 
patient  aizain  b('l\\<'eii  lime  anu  ten,  his  stale  seemed  greatly  amend- 
i'J.     lie  had  several  tiuies  taken  warm  milk,  and  the  tliliieulty  of 
degltiiilion  had  abated.     His  pulse  was  now  moderaielv  tall  and 
Strom;,  and  not  veiy  jreqa  nr.     It   therefore  appeared   tiiHl  ibtr 
uppaienily  dying  stale  ut  the  man.  which  at  one  time  had  alarincil 
ns,  proceeded  rather  from  the  sudden  di^cha^^re  i^f  idood,  riiaa  from 
the  <|uanlit\",  huucver  rtmsiac-ralile,  wdiirli  l.ad  het'ii  1<»-I.  Tiu* 
|)Uiiciit  also  appeared  liaiujuil,  uud  peiieciiy  raijonulj  aiul  ihoii^ii 
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prevented  from  speaking  much,  he  expressed  himself  satisflcfd  in  iiis 

'  "  On  the  whole  I  was  led  to  form  a  favourable  expectation  of  the 
progress  of  the  case,  as  far  as  related  to  the  effects  which  a  ligatur<^ 
te  one  cuotid  woald  have  €ffi  the  economy  of  the  b»in«  I  wai  next 
aofning  mortiM  to  learn  that  the  patient  had  been  itnqisiety  and 
fsffemh  daring  the  night,  that  hf  had  become  deliriouSf  that  he  had 
leen  mveral  times  affected  by  slight  oonvulnom,  which  had  increased  % 
tnd  that  when  liquids  were  now  given  to  him,  they  passed  (hroygh 
the  wound,  and  lie  could  scarcely  swallow  any  thing.  The  Imlso  of 
the  patient  was  now  about  130  in  a  minute,  and  hwd^  and  his  skin 
Was  hot.  He  lay  inattentive  to  external  objects,  hot  probably  not 
hueosible,  Ibr  the  pupih  of  his  eyes  were  contracted  ;  and  when  the 
lids  were  opened,  in  order  to  examine  them,  he  !<hul  them  quickly* 
and  as  it  were,  impatiently.  It  had  been  remarked,  that  the  1^ 
side  of  the  body  was  more  convulsed  than  the  right. 

As  we  had  It  not  in  our  power  easily  to  give  medicine,  I  intro- 
duced a  small  hollow  bougie  through  the  right  nostril  into  the 
esophagus,  and  immediately  injected  half  a  pint  of  milk  and  water, 
and  iixtv  drop"  of  tincture  of  opium  ;  tliRt  I  mij^ht  leiirn  the  etferti 
U  that  medicine  uiuier  the  present  circumstajices.  The  patient  short- 
ly after  broke  out  into  a  most  profuse  sweat,  find  the  convulsions 
WCfe  (juieted  b\  the  opium.  The  convulsions  when  thun  mitigated 
by  opium,  miijht  be  (i<»<cnbecl  as  violent  tremors  of  the  left  side  of 
his  body,  but  the  riglit  5ide  remained  motionless;  to  which  curious 
feet  I  particularly  attended.  I  placed  his  right  arm  across  his 
breast,  from  which  sltu.ition  it  did  not  afterwards  stir.  I  could  not, 
howe\'cr,  perceive  any  dii>tortiun  of  the  face  to  the  opposite  side, 
and  the  pupils  of  both  eyes  were  equally  contracted.  When  I  saw 
the  sweat  break  out  on  the  taking  of  opium,  and  the  nervous  irrita- 
tion diminished  by  its  operation,  1  was  then  more  forcibly  struck 
than  I  had  been  before  with  the  similarity  of  this  patient's  situation 
to  that  of  a  person  suSeriug  from  the  e^ts  of  concussion  of  the 
Mn,  some  tame  aHer  tlie  aoddent,  when  the  inflammatieii  often 
lOGoeeding  to  it,  had  begun  to  take  place, 

**  I  even  questioned  if  it  might  not  be  right  to  take  blood  from 
the  temporal  artery,  wbicb  was  seen  beatin<^  violently*  I  thought 
kMvefor  the^genend  opinioo  would  be  agpinet  each  practice,  and  I 
only  applied  a  blister  to  tbe  bead*  Twenty  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium  were  directed  to  be  given  to  tbe  patient  every  third  or  fourth 
hour,  with  a  view  to  nutigate  the  convuWons,  which  it  appeared  t^ 
do.  Milk  and  water  was  also  ocrasloiially  given,  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  perspiration.  No  remarkable  change  of  symptoms 
took  place,  but  the  strength  of  the  pulse  gradually  declined,  and 
at  ten  o'clock  at  night  he  had  a  severe  convulsion  fit,  and  immediate* 
ly  after  died.  His  deadi  happened  about  thirty  hourt  after  the 
ligature  was  made  on  the  carotid  artery. 

**  The  body  was  examined  on  the  following  day.  Th(*  brain 
appeared  to  havo  suffered  a  coasiderable  degree  ol'  inflammation. 
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The  T€$ieU  of  the  mifir  •9p«Bf«4  as  If  Ibcy  wctf  ioJ^ted« 
in  many  places  upon  the  surface  of  the  eonvotutions  of  the  c^fetmiMv 
iWre  even  aeraM^  9m  eibsjoii  of  Moodi  prodiwrifig  thut  appf^cascc- 
Vittally  teimcd  l»loodshot.  Tbaif  waa  a  ?? ry  comnlenibie  dcposi* 
lion  of  gc|atin0«»  su^tance  Mwftfi  4ka  tunica  aracliDOidfS*  and 
the  pia  ipater.  Thf  ^essfU  papMiig  thnrngk  tkt  iubstaace  of  Ukt 
^reiQ,  tkou<:h  fuUer  than  common,  ^^cre  not  paHknUrly  tnfgt4. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  vilfff  of  a  light  hwown  coloan  aii4 
sligb%  turbid  appmaranoei  fvai  found  in'.thf  lenlrtcUw,  whilst  the 
^rmnemof  the  side»  of  those  cavities  sufficiently' isdieatfd  that  tb^r 
^oUeqtion  had  not  preceded  the  accident.  On  examiH>ng  the  neck« 
the  carotid  artery  wss  fbnnd  to  be  the  only  part  included  in  the 
lj^;ature.  The  superior  thyroideal,  lingual,  and  facial  brnncbei  of 
the  external  carol ki,  were  torn  off  from  tht  tvnuk,  ami  lUc  mterimi 
^rotid  wns  renf  arross,  ns  1ms  Vx»en  alrradv  inrnnonrtl. 

**  Neither  the  trunk  ot  ihe  eighth  pair  ui  m  rvtni,  nor  ihe  orcat 
sympulhetir,  nor  those  of  the  tongue,  appeared  to  have  suffer*;d 
injury.  'Hit  superior  laryngeal  anil  tht  <U"m  ending  branch  if  the 
l^inlh  pair  were  the  cfeict  nerves  injured  by  the  aciidLnt.  i  lie^ 
circumstances  arc  mentioned,  to  enable  the  n  a<li  i  to  lurni  his  own 
^iiidgment  on  the  prohahiliiy  oi  ihc  h^mpiDius  wkica  occurred  hcing 
produced  by  nervous  injury  or  irritation. 

♦*  That  the  disorder  and  death  of  this  man  is  not  to  be  attributed 
to  the  quantity  of  blood  which  he  bad  lost,  appearf  clearly  to  me, 
not  only  from  the  degree  of  plenitude  and  power  of  the  vascular 
system  which  remai^dt  hn^  beeeuie  I  hail  teen  many  paiienta  in 
4hc  hospitals*  who  had  dMM  most  of  the  primaiy  breDcbes  oC 
die  external  catetid  artery  in  the  attempt  at  sokide »  and  iiho» 
after  sunriving  a  few  days,  perished  in  consequence  of  the  km  of 
hlood  which  they  hM  snHmnedt  but  with  m  train  of  symptoma  feiy 
ditlerent  from  thiMe  whieh  occurred  in  the  piesent  instance. 

pemons  may  perhaps  he  inclined  to  attrihiite  inilamm&«^ 
lions  of  the  brain  to  nei  vous  injury  or  irritation.  I  have  takea 
fotice  of  til  the  t|%|ury  ditcovemble  by  dissection,  and  have  iuithsr 
to  observe,  that  we  fre({ucnt1y  see  larger  nerves  lucerafed  in  womids 
without  the  production  of  such  symptoms;  and  the  traaqml  state  of 
the  patient  till  the  inflammation  of  the  brain  came  on,  opposes 
such  an  idea.  Upon  reflection,  1  eon  form  no  other  opinion  of  the 
ease  than  that  which  first  struck  nse,  whidi  is,  that  (hou^zh  the 
stopping  the  suj>ply  of  blood  to  the  brain  did  not  for  several  hours 
produce  any  apparent  derangement  in  the  luuctions  of  that  organ, 
yet  such  a  slate  wn^  2;r;idua!ly  ocxasioned  by  it,  and  which  wa* 
attended  likv  liio  eticcts  ot  concussion  of  the  brain,  with  intlamma- 
tion.  It  further  appeared,  tliat  when  the  combined  rflect%  reunit- 
ing from  the  deraiii^einent,  and  the  inflainniatiun,  were  mam  kit; 
together,  the  state  oi  the  patieQl  mucb  fv^eiubled  that  of  a  pcnus 
who  had  suH'ereil  concnsMon. 

**  The  ditTerent  states  of  the  two  sides  of  tlfc  body  otight  not  I 
Ihink  4u  pasi>  without  further  notice.   Allh^^u^i  the  right  sida 
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eould  not  bu  i)(>sitiveiy       to  be  ptMraiylic^  y«t  ia  opiaioA 
gpproacbed  to  that  stare. 

**  It  hits  been  already  observed,  that  a  double  construction 
miglit  be  put  upon  the  symptom^,  y0t  the  nifl  umniition  of  tho 
brain  was  e(iual  on  botb  sides,  we  nii^bt  natui4.1Iy  expect  th** 
%hole  body  to  sutler  {?qnally.  Should  the  state  of  the  right  side 
have  U.'Oii,  a-S  iiio^t  piuhable,  an  appruacli  to  a  ststtc  of 

paraU'si^,  it  would  surely  be  considered  ^  peculiarly  cun  oui.  A|i 
effusion  of  blood  in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  braui  would  affect 
the  opposite  side  of  the  huAy  in  the  same  manner,  tha(  cutting  oSf 
lh#  supply  of  blood  to  the  lift  fi4e  appcan  in  this  instance  to  bavf 
toe.  I  forbear  to  tp^culatv!  on  tllif  ai^bjact ;  tli»  faot  which  I  havf 
MitioBtd  msm  to  dewrv«  Rotlo«i  and  ttiQOgb  «t  prti^  it  mait 
itaqd  aloMy  it  may  in  fuiura  race ivt  i^dition,  and,  wiuu^  tb«f 
ported,  be  a|»pUed  to  lome  ufaful  purpose  in  physiology. 

I  ]ia?e  taought  it  right  (q  rtcord  this  oasai  not  meij^y  be^aw 
It  is  curious,  bat  because  it  affords  loma  uioful  practical  hiats,  f| 
Is  thf  conduct  to  bo  pursuad  when  a  parson  has  divided  the  l^^a 

I binary  bran^boB  of  tha  fia^^tid  artery  in  an  attempt  at  suicid^t 
t  may  be  allowable  also  to  mcntii^n,  in  relation  to  this  latter  suW 
jsct,  the  great  advi^ntages  which  appear  to  mo  to  arise  from  tb^ 
immediate  introduction  of  afnall  alaatic  catheters  passed  througli 
the  right  nostril,  down  the  cBsopbagus,  nearly  as  iar  as  ti|e  stomacbit 
ia  the  manner  practised  l^y  Dqssaalt»  in  tba  c|ira  of  a  pmcHi 
vounded  by  a  pistol  ball. 

**  A  patient  in  such  a  state  is  not  under  the  noce^ity  pf  fre- 
<|Uently  swallowing  nourishment,  which  act  tears  open  the  wounded 
parts,  and  caui»es  inriammalions  in  them,  and  produces  such  ^ 
secrotioQ  of  mucus  as  excites  almoU  c^^^taPt  ca.Vi^, >a(fr^aiia^  ^a 
fhsiurbance  of  the  woumled  parts. 

*'  The  introducti()n  of  a  small  clastic  catheter  may  be  easil)^ 
accompolished  in  ilie  first  instance,  though  not  without  difficulty, 
after  the  i)onsibility  of  tl)t^  p;ri  liave  been  increased  by  indaiuma- 
lion;  and  Irom  the  beiiefit  I  iutve  seen  derived  from  it,  I  should 
pot  hesitate  to  do  it  in  all  cases  of  extensive  waundi  of  th<* 
throat,  where  tlie  larynx  or  tractica  ib  divided,  even  though  ihg 
pharynx  and  (jesophagus  may  be  uninjured.  It  scenis  to  me  also 
that  a  similar  p^n  of  conduct  is  very  suitable  to  strictures  of  th^ 
«s8phagus.'' 

INso  ca^es  of  aooMtism  of  tha  femoral  artery  are  next  related,  in 
both  which  the  oparation  proved  fa(al,  pr  rather  tbo  patient  died 
iftsr  the  operation.  Hoifever,  as  the  ca^  is  circumstaati^y  la* 
tated^  we  shall  leave  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conclusions.  Iq^ 
Ibe  second  case,  the  d^tb  of  the  patient  (a  lady)  i^  imputed  to  a 
pscaliar  irritability  of  constitution,  which  produced  96  general  % 
alsturbance  thaf  the  part  sloughed,  in  consequence  of  wbicl^ 
haemorrhage  ensuad,  which  in  the  end  proved  fatal.  Mr.  Abernefty 
ifltroduceatfaese  cases  by  assMriug  us,  that  slace  his  lastpuUicalioa  bo 
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tas  in  otKcr  in<;tanccs  found  the  operation  for  the  aoeimsm  tKcrc 
lecommcnded  unitoi  inly  successful 

Some  observations  folloi^  orr  (he  operation  of  puucturing  tht 
tirinary  bUcidt»r.  Here  the?  author  recommends  the  puncture  above 
'the  OS  pubis  in>lrad  of  by  the  rectum.  We  rr:, Jess  ourselves  not 
prepared  to  inaiiilain  all  the  objections  which  inu>t  cccur  to  every 
-practitioner,  against  this  operation ;  wc  therefore  leave  it  to  abler 
hands,  Tvhose  objections,  we  dotibt  not,  will  appear  brfore  us. 

A  case  of  tic  dotoftux  foUowsi  which  gives  nse  to  some  useful 
Mections  on  the  diteue>  end  on  the  physiology  of  tke  biein  and 
Items.  Lastly,  we  have  some  Taltiable  praeticel  lemarks  on  the 
remove]  of  loose  substances  from  the  knee-joint 

Thus  have  yr^oue  through  this  miscellaneous  performance  f  snd 
ftom  our  acedttnt  the  reader  will  expect  much  infonqjltioa  from 
the  perosa)  of  the  whole.  In  this*  he  will  not  be  disappointed.  But 
%hile  we  thus  recomlnend  the  book  to  our  readers  we  cannot  re- 
frain from  a  few  words  of  advic(^  to  the 'author. 

The  multifarious  materials  Of  such' a  work  makes  US  less  suipfisodt 
if  all  shouM  not  be  ae  complete  as  we  expect  from  a  Hurgeoti  of 
our  author's  rank,    Iti  answer  to  this  wc  may  be  told,  that  want  of 
leisure  has  prevented  that  accuracy  which  men  less  enc^a^cd  in 
jfiractice  may  attain.    But  when  men  of  less  notoriety  than  Mr. 
Abernethy  arc  inaccurate,  the  consequence  to  the  public  is  much 
less  in  proportion  ns  their  authority  is  less.    We  would  not  by  this 
be  thought  to  discotiragc  s\ich  a  writer  from  giving  his  thoughts, 
hnwi'ver  rrudc,  to  the  piibiic.    His  strength  of  geniu*;,  his  liirjrc 
Opportunities,  and  his  habits  of  enquiry,  make  us  anxious  to  see  his 
name  as  often  as  p€»ssible.    But  where  a  work  cannot  be  rcjidered 
C(>m})lcte,  it  would  be  much  more  desirable  to  meet  with  it  in  its 
dc't;i(  lied  state  in  some  miscellany,  which,  from  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  published,  admits  of  a  ready  revision  from  the  author 
himself,  or  from  the  suggestions  of  others.    If  the  present  volume 
shouhl  come  to  a  second  edition,  it  will  require  some  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  limited  circulation  of  medical  pci  forrnances.    In  the  mean 
while,  the  author  is  exposed  to  all  the  obiotjuy  of  his  adversaries, 
without  the  means  of  answering  them. 

A  brief  Ettmf  en  the  peenHat  Advantages  opfhe  FlaMt  MitsSk 
Bamn  la  the  Treatment     Strieturee  in  the  Urethra^  end  the 
:  BwZuatwn  of  the  t/rmary  BtddAr.  B^'Yi*  Smytb,  the  hrceniw^- 
i  8vo.  pp.  70.  London,  1804. 

Mr.  Smyth  gives  tlie  following  account  of  his  discovery  and  its 
progress.  **  Very  near  thirty  years  of  extensive  practice  in  London 
as  an  apothecary,  &c.  have  aflordcd  me  many  opportunities  of 
Uritnessing  the  dreadful  suiTering^  of  patients  labouring  iinder  ob* 
structioos  of  the  urethra;  and  it  was  my  own  misfortune  some 
time  ago  to  be  afflicted  with  a  severe  stricture,  attended  frequently 
with  letentton  of  urine,  for  which  I  could  End  no  relief  in  the 
metos  recommended  by  ;uy  medical  friends. 
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*  Tt  is  5nid,  that  *  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention  ;*  ami  to 
tliis  circumstance  alone,  perhaps,  uc  are  indebted  for  the  discovery 
of  my  flcxlHc  metallic  b(jugies,  by  the  Ub<!  of  which  I  soon  ol)tain->.  w 
«d  relief,  itiui  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  I  was  rescued  from  A 
lifip  of  misery,  and  restored  to  health  and  comfort. 

**  The  r^eatlcmen  who  attended  rae  during  the  early  pari  of  tiiy ' 
illness,  and  had  left  me  in  a  very  deplorable  situation,  on  se^ iu^  n^e 
again,  were  much  surpizcd  at  my  speedy  recovery,  and  expressed 
gfeac  MtiifiKtloa  on  viewing  the  instruments  by  which  it  wlis 
hiottghe  about;  uil  judging  thm  to  he  of  iraportance  in  this 
bnmch  of  surgery,  wiriwd  me  to  coutiaae  my  cmleavoiin  Ip  hrifig* 
then  to  perfection. 

By  unwcmried  persevorance  this  desirable  object  was  accom« 
flished ;  and  as  they  now  appeared  to  every  examiner  to  be  ibr' 
Mpertor  to  the  boogies  vsoally  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
Urictuies  in  tb^  arethra,  sohm  of  my  friends  adn<;ed  me  to  confine 
their  use  entirely  to  my  own  practice,  at  least  until  1 4iad  reimhiin-^ 
ed  myself  for  the  expcnce  I  had  been  at  in  their  construction;  iMt' 
Icoiuidcred,  that  if  ray  bougies  had  any  real  merit  (which  teemed' 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands)  such  monopoly  would  not  only  be 
disagreeable  to  surgical  practitioners  in  general^  but  might  eventu- 
ally be  a  loss  to  the  public  ;  I  therefore  sent  ^^pt^imens  of  them  to 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons-, 
all  the  l^ftHical  Sorjefies  in  r.ondon,  and  some  surgrons  of  my 
aequainluiicc,  for  their  inspection  ;  in  consL'fiucnce  of  \shicfi  I  was 
favoured  with  the  repeated  visits  of  the  most  curious  arid  sclmtilic 
of  the  profession,  for  the  purpose  of  investigatin;^  more  miiiutrly 
the  advantages  of  a  discovery,  which  they  considered  of  the  utmodt 
iiaportancc  to  uuinkiiul.  '  ♦ 

•*  Honoured  as  i  am  by  their  patronage,  no  exertions  on  ray 
^art  i^hall  Ik*  wantins^  to  render  this  pUahic  metal  useful  (as  it  has 
frcqucaily  been  tuun<l)  in  other  parts  of  surgery  ;  and  to  have  Ucn 
the  inventor  of  any  thing  ior  the  improvement  ot  the  healing  art, 
ant]  ihc  relief  of  suiferiag  huuiauity,  form:3  uo  small  shar^i  of  my 
present  giali^calion.^ 

Mc.  some  obserfatsons  on  the  nature  and  causes  oC 

Sliictvre,  prociiedsto  the  histoiy  of  bougies  and  the  varioiis  mate-* 
lids  of  wliieh  iliey  have 'been  composed*  He  then  mentions  their 
dtfects  and  the  wual  objections  to  die  inca«itioii«  use  of  caof  tic, 
vWre  he  supports  his  opinions  by  reference  and  quotations  from 
the  works  of  most  respectable  surgeons^  Our  readers  will  natural- 
ly conclude,  that  the  author^a  next  subject  will  be  the^adVanug^ 
tod  superiority  of  hb  own  bougpcs*  with  directions  iot  using  themi 
and  an  accoimt  of  the  cases  in  which  they  are  mo&t  succtssfal. 
■  In  the  chapter  on  the  retention  of  urine,  Mr.  8.  gives  an  aceonnt 
of  the  various  kind:  of  catheters  which  have  occasionally  been  used^ 
and  points  out  their  moHttbyious  directs.  After  some  obscrvatiotti 
on  the  advantages  of  his  own,  he  concludes  his  pamphlet  with  a 
Attaber  of  testimonial?  fsnm  surgjeons  of  jrespeclaKlity. 
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Of  London  Hospital  SargeopB  wc  observe  the  following  naintv, 
which  wc  ^ive  in  the  order  they  appear  in  his  work,  viz.  Birclk^ 
CaHisle,  PoarsOn,  HoMFArd,  Blirard,  Qlickc,  aad  Clinc. 


4  Complete  Sjftiem  of  Veterinary  Mt^cir^e^  in  Two  Volvmei ;  ^J^ 
Jamss  White,  Veteriiiary  Surgeon ;  V  ol.  2.  TAe  Materia  Ait*' 
tUca  and  PhanMevpma*  l^mo,  pp.  266.   Landon,  1604. 

Tub  Title  of  tbU  lecoatl  volume  lufiioiently  explains  its  contantoi 
•Qfl  tbe  repuUtion  of  the  author  will  not  fell  to  recommend  it  to 
the  attention  of  the  pubiic.  The  utility  of  suoh  worki,  whefi  pw 
perly  executed,  is  sufficiently  obvious,  but  we  thinic  our  readers  will 
iiot  consider  the  ii^ownig  short  uccountt  given  by  the  author  him-, 
self,  as  superfluous, 

Within  these  few  yeart/mly,  has  the  Veterinary  Art  acquired 
a  distinct  appcUatton,  and  a  solid  foundation  in  this  country.  Rc- 
ceipt^,  handed  down  by  traditionary  skill,  in  which  ingredients 
were  accumulated  without  judgment  or  discrimination,  constituted 
the  principles  and  practice  of  what  was  termed  farriery  \  a  name 
which  it  derived  from  t!)o  occupation  of  tlio  persons  whfk  practised 
it,  who  were,  in  general,  smiths,  or  workers  in  iron  ( Fcrrarim.) 

To  attempt  to  distinguiiih  the  cnmv<  of  the  horse's  distnises, 
wa<»  fur  bovond  their  little  skill ;  anr],  hi  ^  ncral,  rHfulom  trials  of 
thti  tew  buruiog  medicines  in  (1)9^'  iist>  |ovmed  their  boaatcd  pnio> 
^ce^ 

The  science  at  one  tinn^  began  to  rise  above  the  order  ot 
smiths,  and  attrfK:ted  the  nuuce  of  medical  practitioners;  but  U 
v»iib  not  hereby  gready  improved  :  they  were  nut  aware  of  the  dif- 
farencc  that  has  since  been  found  to  exist  between  the  structure 
and  eiunoniy  of  the  horse  and  that  of  the  human  subject ;  nor 
hod  they  any  idea  that  Ikit  dnsimikdiy  required  much  coAsideiap 
lion  wi(h  respect  to  disease,  and  the  effect  of  medicine.*  Heaca 
|hey  ware  led  to  bring  the  therapeutics  and  pathology  of  the  humsii 
body  to  tUarmar^  Jdrac« ;  and  prescribed  in  somewhat  laigier  deaci 
|o  the  brute  animal«,what  they  had  found  useful  to  man.f  Tbeif 
practice'wiis  of  course  unsuccessful,  and  the  art  sunk  into,  its  ori^< 
sal  disrepute.  It  is  only  sit^  the  institution  of  the  Veterinsiy 
College^  that  the  anatomy  and  physicdogv  of  the  hone  b^ve  bsoi 
properly  inv^tigpkM*  fMid  |he  effipcfe  of  pvedicinfs  oi^  his  body 

concOli 


^  One  thing  which  never  flioiitd  have  escaped  their  notice,  was  the  hsrit 
fontal  poatkm  of  the  horse  as  contrasted  witn  thr  upright  form  of  nm. 

+  AR^FKfc  affords  a  strikinjir  c^xrttnple  of  this  fact.  In  the  human  sysiein, 
it  -.9  a  deadly  puison,  but  it  may  be  given  ui  fciie  liuriey  even  ^  ibe  extea^ 
pf  two  draphros>  without  danger. 

WuiT£  ViTHroiy  a  strong  emetic  'u\  the  homen  body,  inasoisUdiM; 
Inay  be  given  hi  the  dose  of  e^ht  ounces^  without  anj  viulent  ffieet.  thh| 
indeed,  is  the  case  widi  iMuiv  other  me#chieS|  wMi^  in  ipu^  egf  eosii; 
l|eredpoisonCNMi 
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both  ia  aealth  and  disvaie*  so  tbat  a  secure  fuuadniion  is  now  laid  % 
aad^  as  loog  as  scientific  men  coatinue  to  study  and  practice  the 
veterinary  art»  it  muA  necessarily  be  in  a  progi-essife  itate  of  im^ 
provement 


concermiig  tjbe  diseases  oftbe  borie,  tbc  iherapeuticai  part*  Oc 
vhat  relates  to  the  medicines  proper  for  his  diseases,  las  not  been 
bilbeno  «xplained*  Such  a  work  appeaix-d  to  tfae  author  a  (Mdi^ 
mwm  in  cbe  vcteriaaiy  art,  and  hm  induced  bim  to  add  the  pre^ 
sent  volume  to  his  Compendium  of  the  Diseases,  of  which  tbi 
iadui^iu  publie  has  already  demanded  a  slxtb  edition.  Having 
thus  ventured  on  untrodden  ground,  he  liad  no  guide  to  lessen  the 
labour  of  tbeatlenipt;  but,  by  numerous  and  attentive  tiiats^  from 
the  author's  experience,  and  particular  alleniian  to  this  subject,  he 
trusts  he  has  been  aM«  to  furni.^h  ti  volume  not  wholly  unaccept- 
able ow)  to  the  cxixMU'iiCiHi  pracntioDcr.  It  lias  been  the  author's 
aim  to  explain  lUt  geiicral  properties  ut*  the  various  substancei 
^m|)io\ed  ill  naedicmc,  accurutely  ile--ciibing  their  particular  ('ircct.% 
On  the  body  of  the  Horte,  both  in  kaiUU  and  disease;  the  Uobe.i  lu 
which  they  may  be  j^i^cn,  their  eorapositiors  and,  in  *hort,  every 
tunig  that  had  any  reiiUam  to  theuk  This  wili  be  compreiieiided  ui 
the  Materia  Meilica,  ci  ij[>t  pa. t  of  tijc  book;  ia  the  Fliarmaco- 
poeia  are  coa»|;iu«.'d,  diicciions  tor  forming  iLo  various  conipo»»iiiuus 
in  the  most  couveuient  and  cfHcaciou-^  luauiicr,  wiib  iiiauy  \aiauule 
receipts  of  e^tablihbed  efficacy  under  each  head;  the  whole  forming 
a  complete  system  of  therapeuxics,  instructing  the  inexpcrienciid 
bow  to  disiia^uisb  ihe  purest  and  most  genuine  drugs,  and  to  com* 
pound  tbem  in  sucb  a  way,  as  wilt  enable  him  to  combat  jwitb 
Mccest  tha  vaiioiis  disaaan  lo  wbich  horsas  are  liable* 


Jh  Appendix  to  Practieal  Ohscrcationt  on  the  Nature  and  Trentment 
of  the  exasperated  Symptf  mx  af  the  Venereal  Disease  \  vontaining 
Thvgkts  on  the  Nature  an  J  Managemefit  oj  the  Venereal  Bvbo^ 
partkalarfy  in  its  obstinate  State.  KdwaHO  Geogh^gaX, 

Surgeon  to  the  Dublin  General  Disptusary,  Octavo,  pp.  44. 
Dublin,  1803. 

I){  a  former  Number  we  noticed  the  Treatise  to  which  the  present  is 
an  Appendix,  as  containing  several  interesting  remarks  on  the  treat* 
laeni  of  this  most  important,  and  often  mo^i  perplexing  disease. 

Some  obsrrvntions  on  bubo  form  tlje  contents  of  this  Appendix; 
and  the  gencriil  tendency  of  liie  author's  precepts  is  to  h»ssei\  the 
Confidfuce  so  generally  aiid  often  indiscriminately  reposed  on  mer- 
cury as  a  panacea  in  every  form  of  this  omplamf,     lie  <i/i>iives, 

**  Ai»  I  propose  to  confine  my  ob>iM  vations  princ  ipally  to  difiitult 
Ca^es,  I  shall  jmss  over  tin:  tjriiuiary  uct  urrciu  es,  and  suppose  that 
inatirr  has  been  formed,  a:id  its  evaruaiiou  etfec/rd  by  a  spontane- 
<^Ui  ru|}turc  or  by  art,  the  ^loie,  instead  ot  diH:hargirtg  what  is 


It 
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no  Mr.  Gioghegan'i  OburvaHmu  on  ike  VtfUftei  DiMpm 

termed  well  conditioned  matter,  and  having  an  healthy  aspect,  dis- 
charges an  ichor,  the  general  appearance  becomes  ill-conditioned, 
the  edgci  ra^^grd,  and  irritable,  attended  with  great  pain,  and  often 
a  sloughing,  and  sometimes  nmninj;  rnpidly  into  gangrene;  this  stat« 
is  generally  accompanied  with  gnat  anxiety,  restlessness,  quick 
pulse,  hot,  dr^  skin,  Arc.  In  other  in^tances,  callous,  tuckt  cl-in 
edges  are  formed,  occasionally  having  corresponding  sinusses;  sorae» 
times  continuing  a  long  time  stationary,  at  other  tiitirs  spreading 
3lowly  and  to  great  extent;  exhibiiii)g  the  character  of  heipes  cxc* 
dens;— under  the  last  mentioned  appearances,  I  have  observed,  that 
the  constittttion  did  not  seem  to  have  suffered  so  much  as  in  the 
f»nner ;  however*  in  all,  the  wont  conseqiienccs  are  to  be  expected 
when  injudidootly  treated.'' 

After  ouoting  Hunter's  practice  with  approbation^  Mr.  G.  cones 
to  the  ibiiowing  conclotion :  « 

The  som  of  all  this  is»  that  experience  has  proved,  that  an 
abscess  produced  by  the  venereal  poison,  after  its  contenlts  had  been 
evacuated,  was  exasperated  by  the  antidote  to  that  poison,  in  many 
Instances,  and  ultimately  got  well  without  its  use;  and  that  the 
aane  symptoms  had  beiBn  very  generally  treated  by  a  course  oC 
mercury,  and  under  a  system  of  regulations,  uhich,  as  to  the  cure 
0f  the  constitutional  disease^  is  known  to  be  inefTicacious,  yet  the 
venereal  poison  was  removed.  An  instance  is  also  given,  in  which 
a  grain  of  mercury  had  not  been  used,  and  the  same  success  at- 
'  tended.  These  circumstances,  although  passed  over  unheeded, 
strike  me  as  furnishing  matter,  from  mbich  some  usefnl  inferences 
may  be  drawn.  *  Facts  and  experiments,  says  Lord  Kaims,  are 
useless  lumber,  if  ^ve  are  not  to  rrason  about  them,  nor  draw  any 
consequences  from  them/ 

"  The  course  of  reasoning,  which  occurs  to  me  as  arising  from 
these  observations,  is,  that  the  Ulcerated  buboes  were  not  troly 
syphilitic,  at  the  time  they  were  ag;^ravated  by  the  antidote,  and 
that  many  of  these  cases,  which  were  treated  in  the  trifling  manner 
mentioned  some  years  ago,  were  not  afl'ected  at  all  by  the  mercury, 
but  that  they  gut  well  spontaneously ;  and  the  manner  in  which  I 
conceive  these  events  took  place,  was,  that  the  virus  was  arretted 
in  its  progress  by  the  disease  it  produced  jii  the  inguinale  glands, 
and  that  when  the  contents  of  the  bubo  were  evacuated  in  the  first 
instance,  the  virus  was  cut  off  in  limine,  and  a  common  abscess 
cmly  remained,  in  which  the  mercury  manifested  deleterigns  in* 
stead  of  sanative  effects;  the  same  event  I  have  known  often  to 
have  taken  place  in  phaga;denic  chancre,  aecompanied  with  pliy- 
mosls ;  no  mercury  had  been  used,  as  particularly  noticed  in  th^ 
'first  publication ;  the  ulcere  healed  and  remained  well,  the  pati- 
ents  obstinately  refused  usii^  mercury,  which  had  been  leconiH 
mended  as  a  security  lest  absorption  had  taken  ptoce.** 

The  mischievous  etfect  produced  by  mercury  on  a  very  irritably 
habit  suflering under  a  Ugbly  painful,  inflamed,  irritable  sdri^  is  so 
nrell  understood,  and  so  generally  admitted,  tbet  tbi^  pert  of  tbo 

^  •  iHitbor's 
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tiitbor's  reasoning,  if  unquestioned,*  is  at  least  superfluous  for  any 
purpos<*  nf  instruction.  But  the  opinion  to  which  he  inclines,  of 
tlie  uon-&yphilitic  nature  of  biibo  iagcncra^,  will  bear  some  <{Ues* 
lioning.    He  observes, 

**  It  is  inculcated  by  every  aulhoritv,  arul  I  believe  it  is  the 
general  practice,  t'»  commence  the  use  of  tiicrcurv  immediately 
after  the  absccbs  lias  been  evacuated  ;  and  noiwirhstaiuimu;  an  n^- 
gravated  state  of  the  sore  shouM  succcfd,  man\  surgeons  think  it 
advisable  to  persevere,  until  hiich  a  quaniily  has  been  used,  as 
was  usually  found  sullicient  for  the  cure  of  the  constitutional  dis- 
ease; bark,  ;md  tiie  invigorating  plan  arc  jrencmlly  conjoined.  la 
htallhy  subjects,  the  aggravated  ^tii*e  v'-Uluui  occiii^,  llie  balance 
is  mostly  preserved,  and  the  treat aicnt  seems  to  succeed  ;  but 
fthen  a  morbid  disposition  previously  exists,  and  the  scale  is  liable 
to  Be  turned  on  the  appltcatioD  of  any  exciting  came^  the  injurious 
tSccti  of  mercitry  Uwone  obvious,  and  these  instaacoi  a?e  tht 
tests,  which  develope  the  true  character  of  the  diseasey  and  the 
just  appropriation  of  the  remedy.  Mr.  Hunter  and  others  suppose 
a  mixed  state,  which  I  think  a  probable  circumstance ;  but  the 
.  tenn  is  too  indeterminate  to  afford  us  any  satisfactory  clew,  it 
c^ameterizes  nothing,  and  generally  encourages  the  exhibition  of 
mercury,  MThen  I  experience,  and  learn  from  the  experience  of 
Mhers,  diat  sea-bathing,  country  air,  and  the  total  ezclutiob  of 
nsrcury  (although  little  had  been  previously  used)  prove  the  most 
successful  practices  and  know,  that  a  full  and  long  continaed  use 
«f  it,  is  reqnirpd  to  cure  obstinate  lues,  I  tnler  that  th«y  are  nol 
mixed  cases,  including  the  veneieal  poison/' 

We  cannot  but  apprehend  some  danger  from  carrying  this  prin* 
ctple  to  its  utmost  extent.  Tliough  bubo  may  not  require  the  use 
01  mercury,  tlic  question  is,  whether  it  will  fl//orr  o^"  its  exhibition, 
for  the  disease  en;  lOt  (generally  speaking)  be  cured  without  this 
TCDicdv,  and  surely  the  sooner  it  is  eradicated  the  better. 

The  auihor  himself  puts  this  in  \^ry  strong  terms,  a  few  pa^ 
iftcTwards. 

'*  With  respect  to  the  resolution  of  bubos  by  se  nding  a  current 
cf  mercury  t!»rouch  them,  every  day's  experience  t  vincos,  tliai  the 
quantity  which  will  suffice  to  remove  the  bubo,  will  iiot  subdue 
the  virus,  but  thai  constitulronul  symptoms  will  invariably  ensue, 
afttr  the  idiopathic  bubo  has  been  resolveil,  if  a  Mitlicieury  of 
mercury,  under  the  necessary  regulations,  had  not  been  used  to 
have  cured  the  constitutional  di>easc ;  hence  the  removal  of  the 
syinpton)s  afiic>r$is  no  proof  of  the  removal  of  the  disease ;  and  it  is 
nmnifett  that  the  virus  is  not  destroyed  hi  the  glands.  An  ounce 
sr  two  of  ofntment  shall  subdue  the  venereal  irritation  in  the  gi-oin. 
ind  remove  the  bubo,  and  after  four  ounces  have  been  uled;  witi 
you  not  constantly  find  the  virus  in  the  throat  or  elsewhere  ?  Whaifs 
the  conclusion  f  Surety,  that  it  was  only  dislodged.'^ 

Surely  then  the  first  and  principal  objert  with  the  practittotier, 
i>  entirely  and  imti^ediately  to  subdue  the  vtrus^  by-  the  only 
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siedicinc  which  can  be  depended  on  for  this  purpose,  and  not 
allow  slight  local  iiicoi|veiliences  to  interfere  with  this  pian»  tntst* 
ing  to  the  powers  of  naturct  to  tonics,  and  especially  to  a  discon* 
ttmtancc  of  the  remedy,  to  restore  the  original  health,  when  all 
danger  from  the  morbid  virus  is  done  away.  In  no  distemper  is  an 
incomplete  cure  more  to  l)c  drcade<!,  since  a  rebp'^c  is  here,  not 
a  roturn  of  the  original  symptoms,  but  a  progression  frnm  bad  to 
worse,  from  severe  to  dangerous,  from  troublesome  to  unmanage- 
able, from  the  suffering*  of  a  lew  weeks  to  the  protracted  misery  of 
jears,  of  (it  may  be)  the  rcmaindpr  of  life. 

After  all,  the  precise  point  to  which  mercury  may  and  ou!;ht  ta 
be  pushed,  cannot  be  determined  by  any  set  of  rulc^  ;  but  the  pro- 
priety of  the  practice  must  arise  from  the  circumstances  of  each 
ihdividuai  case;  nor  will  the  very  candid  author  of  this  little 
treatise  venture  absolutely  to  forbid  it  in  all  case^  of  suppurated 
bubo,  Ip.ut  only  in  such  as  are  attended  with  severe  local  inflamma- 
tion. In  this  he  would  be  joined  by  roost  practitioners,  but  not  so 
(we  apprehend)  in  the  opinion  to  which  he  inclines,  of  the  pro* 
pricty  of  abstaining  to  give  this  remedy  in  suppurated  bnhoy  unlcM 
other  symptoms  were  present*  charactemtic  of  confirmed  Inet; 
since  a  conjimud  lues  is  precisely  that  which  the  surgeon  dreads^ 
and  to  avoid  whic|i»  all  his  endeavours  will  he  most  stientiousiy 
directed* 


To  the  Editors  qf  tlie  Mtdkal  and  Ph^cal  JoumaL 

Xhe  article  in  your  last  Journal^  in  which  my  answtf 
to  Mr.  GoldsoQ  ia  leviewed,  reqairei  several  observations, 
which  would  be  too  long  for  you  to  tateft ;  hut  I  beg  the 
niTOiir  of  you  to  insert  the  following ; 

A  temporary  insusceptibility  of  the  imalUpox  is  so  con* 
moKij  that  1  atn  still  inclined  to  think  it  rash,  and  efen 
ridiculcosj  to  eonclnde,  that  because  a  penon,  at  m 
ftriod  of  ltfe»  resists  the  infectian,  be  will  almmjfi  resist  tt« 

I  nem  stated,  that  I  had  inoculated  eleven  handred  of 
m J  cow-pock  patients  with  yariolous  matter ;  and  the  8e« 
viewer  is  also  incorrect  in  asserting,  that  1  had  oalj  ad« 
duced  two  iostHnces  of  danger  /rom  the  practice.  The 
cose  of  Mr.  Miles,  and  that  of  Mr.  Grant's  child,  are  in* 
stances  of  the  contrary ;  and  Dr.  Buchan  says,  he  has 
known  sevor«vl  facti»  of  the  kind,  but  does  not  mention  the 

ticulars. 

OLhcff  iustuQCCb  of  the  same  sort  have  occum  d,  some  ot 
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them  Tery  lately ;  wbicb  I  eball  tborily  lay  befax^  ibm 
public,  in  a  iec^  «diiioli  of  mf  PMQphWlr 
I  have  never  discouraged  exp(BrliiieiM»  hf  jMeertainiag 

the  efficacy  of  vaccination;  but  the  expennMott  I  prefec 
are  different  from  those  trhich  the  Reiiewer  rtcomtnendl^ 

I  consider  variolous  inoculation  niter  the  cow-pock  ai  no 
longer  necessary  ;  but  recommend  an  c  x|)cninent,  which 
is  more  safe,  and  uo  less  coavin^itig,  ihut  ot  uxposure  to 
the  natural  itiicctiou  of  the  Staall-p<^«    JL  aai,  «^c. 

Jbm  Strt^t,  }{<inove7>,SfU$n^  JOHN  RtNO. 

1804. 

MEDICAL  A^D  PAYSICAL 

INTELLIGENCE,. 


-Mr.  ScfiAUB,  of  Casscl,  has  made  some  ^observations  on  llm 
U&p  ui  charcoal,  iu  wluch  the  experiments  ui  Mr.  Lowu/  wuh  thi* 
•ub^taiKc  are  for  the  most  p^irt  confirmed.     Mr.  S.  oiuploycd 
clidicoal  with  advantage  ior  clarifying  diflc'KMit  liquors,  and  il  aUi> 
lervexl  to  whitca  tartapous  acid  and  diiUreiU  huiuiioiib  of  salts. 
Ikleat,  which  had  acquired  the  highest  degree  of  putrefaction,  oa 
heing  rubbe4  wilh  dMreoal  powdtr,  lost  eatirely  the  putrid  ^ttftchf 
ftod  only  disengaged  the  tmeil  of  ammonia,   Mr.  Scbattb  kaa  pf^ 
mved  veaiiMi  for  abovv  <Sx  weeka  In  an  unaltend  ttate,  by  oovfer* 
ing  it  with  cbarcoal  powder,  Oa  adding  to  honey,  dbaolted  it 
water*  a  certaii^  quantity  of  dMrcoal  powderi  k  wtU  low  its  eblaar 
irnd  nmII  ;  biaiidy  hi-likewiie  deprivad  of  ito-  particular  mdl  hf 
ihaking  it  wi  t|i  charcofii  vowder,  and  afterwards  disttlling  it.  Tkk . 
fcstdttom  of  Mlpburie  etW*  on  being  mixed  witb  diarcotl,  be« 
comes  clear  #nd  tranepamnt  H|<&  water,  ^he  odoam  of  tevetai 
fiubsunccs,  as  valerian,  gaibanum,  baUamus  Peruvianiit,  mnsk^ 
&c.  have  been  diminished,  or  have -Entirely  ceased  by  the  addition 
pC  charcoal  poivder.   Qrad^  tartar»  on  being  boiled  with  charcoal, 
yields  pure  and  w^ite  friystple. 

Dr.  HoxoLp,  in  his  observations  on  the  use  of  charcoal  ilv 

different  dreeases,  has  found  it  of  great  effect  in  herpetic  exanthe- 
mata, particularly  those  which  arise  from  the  frequent  eating  of 
salt  meat.  For  this  purpose  he  mixed  charcoal  powder  with  as 
much  rum  as  rendered  it  the  consistency  of  a  soft  piaster,  which 
he  apphed  to  the  (Jbeased  spots,  whereby  the  erupuows  gradually 
^p^,  and  then  disappear^t   ChfM^C^  ^w4^  mixed  with  an 
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equal  quantity  of  pulvis  corrip.  Peruviani,  is  succcssliilly  employed 
for  scorbutic  gums,  bleeding  of  which  will  certainly  cease,  and 
the  disagreeable  smell  of  the  breath  be  greatly  diminished,  by 
gently  rubbtog  the  gams  wtt||i  tbw  powder.  He  lifcewite  admini- 
ilered  the  charcoal  powder  with  much  nccem  in  putrid  levers,  in 
a-doee  of  half  a  drach«i»  to  be  teken  .tlx  tildes  a  day*  In  foul 
ulcers  of  the  legs  it  proved  likewise' very  iterviccabiey  and  he  found 
k  alio  to  be  a  useful  anlMeptic  applied  ou  gangrenous  parttu 


St.  Thomas's  nnd  Guy's  Hospitals. 

The  Leciures  for  the  ensuing  season,  st  th^adjouij^  Hospitals^ 
will  commence  on  the  1st  of  October.  .  • 

St  TiioMAs'b  lIo!>piTAL. — Anatomy,  human  and  comparative^  - 
by  Mr.  CUne  and  Mr^Coopcr-i  Pnxici|des  and •P^cactice  oi  Sur^ry» 
by  Mr.  Cooper. 

'  Guy's  HospiXAX.-r-Practice  of  Me^^m^  ^y. Dr.  Babioglon 
and  Dr.  Cinry.  '  * 

Chemistry  aod  Experimental  Philoftophyi  by  Dr.  B^biagUjii  and 
Mr.  Allen.  -  -     .  • 

i  iicory  of  jMedicioe  and  Materia  Medica»  by  Dr.  Curry. 
Mfdwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women        Children,  by  Dr. 
Haighton. 

Physiology,  or  Laura  of  the  Animal  Economy,  by  Dr»  Haigh* 
ton* 

'  Occatbnal  Clinical  Leetum  on  select  Medical  C^,  by  Ihs« 
"Babin^on,  Curry,  and  Marcet, 

Some  time  in  the  winter  will  be  given  a  Coum  of  Lecturet  nn 
Ibe  Structttfe  and  Diseases  of  the  Teethy  by  Mr.  Fox,  wtrym- 
dentist ;  and  on  the  Veterinaiy  Art,  Mr.  CoLEMAJi^f  FloSmor 
at  the  Veterinary  CoU^. 

These  several  Lectures  are  so  arranged,  that  no  two  of  them  in- 
terfere with  each  other  in  the  hoiui  "of  attendanoe ;  and  the  whoie 
is  calculated  to  form  a  complete  course  of  medical  and  chirurgiral 
instruction.  Terms,  and  other  particulars,  to  be  learnt  from  Mr. 
8tockcr,  apothecary  to  Guy's  Hospital,  who  is  also  empowered  to 
«itor  gentlemen  as  pupils,  to  snrh  of  the  locturcs  as  arc  delivered 
at  Guy's.  Auion^  the  numerous  improvemenis  that  are  now  carry- 
ing oil  at  Guy's  Hospital,  inlondod  to  facilitate  and  to  increase  the 
acquisition  of  medical  and  chii  urgical  science  to  pupils,  iiui  only  a 
new,  enlarged,  and  commodious  Lecturing  Tin  aire  luis  bi'cii  bmlt, 
so  contrived  as  to  admit  of  the  several  chemical  processes  boiu^ 
carried  on  before  the  class;  but  there  is  already  in  C()nsi(kriible 
forwardness  an  extensive  Library  and  IVIuseum,  in  whic  h,  alon^ 
with  the  valuable  collection  of  books  belonging  tt»  the  Plu^^icuJ 
Society,  iherc  will  be  deposited  the  various  morbid  preparations 
that  are  daily  accumulating,  with  a  correct  account  ot  the 
.apective  caies  to  which  they  belonged,  so  as  to  form  a  regiiitry  q{ 
practice^  and  a  collection  of  fiicu,  that  mu&t  prove  of  the  utmofl 
importance  (u  fvtttfu  inquir^ff« 

,  ^   ■     *  WtdmiuUt 
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•  Tkr  titiblalwfi  plan  of  inrtnictioD  for  Ike  Sui]g»oiis*  pupiU  of  thi^ 
^ospitsl  will  be  continiMd  thnmi^ut  the  nraieiit  teasoo. 
.  Mr.  Lyon,  Mr.'  Moi«l»  and  Mr.  Carlisle,  will  exhibit  aad  ex« 
plaio  tht  several  chimrgical  opcrationt;  aad  Mr.  Carlitlawill  de« 
liver  ocwioiial  kctarat  on  the  Mlgecls  deemed  jneet  nseftil  for 
hospital  student*. 

Mr.  Carlisle iriU  pve  an  introdoctoiy  lecture  at  the  hotpitalt  M 
Tuesday,  October  9,  at  twelve  oVloek  predtdY. 

Foe  other  particulars,  apply  to  Mr.  Lynn,  WostfgMBf  Fttrliattent 
jitieet;  or  Mr.  CMisie^  $«sees»  Soho  S^pwrn. 


Medical  Theatre^  St,  Bartholumcws  Hospital. 

The  followincr  Course*;  of  Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  this  Tbea' 

trc  during  the  ensuing  winter. 

.  On  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  iMcdicine,  by  Dr.  Roberts  and 
Dr.  Powell.  —  Clinical  Lectuics  on  select  cases  occurriag  in  the 
Hospital,  will  be  occasionally  given  by  Dr.  Roberts. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Mr.  Abernethy. 

On  the  Tlieoiy  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Mr.  Abernethy. 

On  Chemistry  and  the  ^Tateria  Mcdica,  by  Dr.  Powell. 

On  Midwifery  aad  the  Di&eascs  of  Women  and  Chiidrenj  by 
JDi.  Tiiynne.  '  • 

The  Anatomical  Leclurca  will  begin  on  Monday,  October  I,  at 
two,  o'clock^  and  the  other  Lectures  in  the  course  oi  the  same 
WQck. 

iPtorther  particulars  may  be  known  by  applying  to  ^tr.  Nicholson, 
il  the  Apofharnry^s  Shop,  St.  Bartholomew's  llospitaL 


Mr.  W11.8ON  and  Mr.  Thomas^  will  commcace  their  Lectures 
on  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and  Surgery,  at  the  Theatre, 
of  Anatomy^  Great  Windmill  Street.  One  Course  on  October  J, 
terminating  on  January  18;  and  the  other  Course  hoginning  on  Ja« 
niiary  19,  and  terminating  towards  the  middle  of  ^lav.  In  the 
October  Course  they  explain  the  structure  of  every  part  of  tlic 
human  body,  so  as  to  exhibit  a  complete  view  of  its  AnRfoin\ ,  :ii 
far  a«,  it  has  been  hitherto  investigated;  to  which  are  added,  iu 
K^)siolog^•  and  Path oloiiy.  In  xhk  Spring  Course,  the  structure  of 
the  human  body  is  again  explained ;  after  which  foiiuu  ,  Lt  cun  s 
oh  the  Operations  of  SuiiTcrv,  and  the  Course  concludi  b  \s\i\\  t/  e 
Anatomv  of  the  Gravid  Uterus.  A  Lecture  is  given  daiiy,  Irom 
two  until  f(  ur  o'clock, 

A  room  is  likewise  open  for  Dissections,  from  nine  o'clock  the, 
iSorning  two  m  the  afternoon,  from  October  10,  Lll  April  v  j^ 
where  regular  and  tull  demonstrations  of  the  parts  dissifcted  kn^ 
given  i  where  the  ditiVrent  cases  in  Surgery  arc  cxDlaincd ;  the  me- 
thods of  operatios  shewn  on  the  dead  body '»  ai^d  where  alio  tho 
iwoous  aru  of  Xiijec^g  aad  making  Preparations  are  taught/ 
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Theatre  of  Anatom^^  Bimhcim  Utrcct^  Gi-iot  MarWojrovgh  Street, 

,  Mr.  Ubookb>  will  commence  his  Autun^al  Cqurse  of  Lectures 

on  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Surj^cry,  021  Monday,  October  1, 
mt  two  o'clock.  A  suite  of  coi.unociiou>  apartiYionts,  tboroi^Uj 
ventilated,  and  replete  with  every  tonv<^F)!cnr(>  (or  the  purposes  if 
<iiiscctin^  and  injecting,  vviU  k)e  opeii  pv^y  mvriui^  pli  &wii tt'dochi 
U'lierc  Mr.  Brookes  attends. 

.  Dr.  Hoorsa  will  coimnence  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Prac- 
tice of  Physic,  Materia  Modica,  and  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry, 
00  Wednesday,  Octoht»r  3,  at  Mr.  Brookes's  Theatre.  iheic 
Lecturer  will  be  dclivere<i  cv^^ry  iUQriui^i  (^imfi^}  fiXCgplcd^  At  v 

quarter  before  eij^ht  o'clock. 

Dr.  Batty  will  commence  his  Autumnal  Course  of  Lectures  on 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery,  and  on  the  Di««eases  of 
Women  and  Children,  on  Monday*  0(  toher  8,  at  half  ])a^t  tea 
o'clock.    Thc-t'  1,1  l1  lives  will  W  givr  n  at  Mr,  Brookes's  Tlu  atre. 

Prospectuses  and  particulars  of  tlic  <iiflferent  Courses  of  L^jctures 
*}cliv«»rcd  -it  this  Medicui  School,  muv  be  had  of  Mr.  Brookes, 
Rh-nheim  Sirei  t;  Dr.  Hooper,  St.  Mary-lc-Uouo  luliriiiary  ;  or  of 
Di.  Bviiiy,  Great  Marlborough  Street. 


UyivitBsiTT  or  GLAtooWf 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  the  University  of  Glasgow  nill  be^a 
on  Tuesday,  the;  bili  ot  November,  at  the  tollowing  hours. 

Dietetics,  Materia  tlita,  and  Pharmacy^  by  Dr.  Miliar,  at 
^cn  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Midwifery,  by  Mr.  Towers,  at  eleven. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Dr.  Freer,  at  twelve. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by.Pr.  Je^fi}y,  at  two  o'clock  'm  the  af« 
tcrnoon. 

Chemistry  and  Chemijc^l  Pharmacy,  by  Dr.  Cleghom,  at  seven. 

Clinical  Lectaies  on  tbo  cases  of  patients  in  the  Royal  In** 
Urmaiyt  by  Dr.  Freer  and  Pr.  Cleghom,  The  first  Lcctnrp  1^ 
Dry  Freer,  00  Tuesday  evening,  the  13tli  of  November^  al  six: 
9'clock, 

Dr.  Brown  will  commence  his  Lectures  on  Botany,  iiboat  the 

beginning  of  May  next. 

JHeg^UUioM  tMcttd  by  the  Stnnfc  of  the  Universitjf  of  GioigfilWf 

rf:}pcctuig  Dc^^rfvs  in  Medicine, 

1.  That  before  any  person  can  be  allowed  to  be  a  Candidate  for 
a  De^rce  in  Medicine  in  this  University,  he  shall  appear  personally 
before  rhc  Senate,  and  lay  before  them  evidence,  that  during  ih# 
space  ot  three  years,  or  sessions  of  six  months  each,  he  has  re- 
gularly attended  in  some  l^ni\eryity  or  Uiii\ ersiiies,  or  m  somr 
.  Medical  School  or  Schools  of  rqmtution,  the  following  Medical 
Classes,  viz.  Aiiatoroyand  Surgery,  Chcmii^tFy  and  Pharmacy,  the 
Tiieory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Materia  Mcdicay  and  lk>tany. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Medical  and  i^hj^dcal  liUtUigeua 


^.  Thai  he  slmll  bring  forward  evidence,  that,  during  one  year 
at  leafit,  he  ha?,  attended  >Icdical  Classes  in  this  L'mvcraity. 

3.  That  the  Candidate  shall  undergo  three  iacparate  cxamina- 
Horn  in  private  by  the  Medical  Professors  of  the  University  j  and 
\friiu  a  ComrDentary  on  au  Aphorism  of  Hippocrates,  and  another 
on  a  case  of  disease  propounded  to  him  by  die  said  Examiners^ 
The  first  examination  shall  b»  OB  Anatomy  and  Pliysiulogy ;  the 
accood,  en  the  Theory  aad  Praotice  of  Physic ;  and  the  Ihird  on  . 
Chemistry,  Materia  Medka*  Phnniuiey»  anid  Botany. 
.  4.  That  iba  £xiiniinafi  sbidl  npwt  to  tba  Senate  th^  ttpinioK* 
leipecting  the  medical  knowledge  of  the  Candidate ;  and  it  theia 
ffeport  be  fiiTourable,  bit  name  aa  a  Candidate  for  a  Degree  shall 
bt  eateped  in  die  miMM  «f  Senate,  and  a  day  iaad  when  the 
CMidate  ahal)  read  his  Coqmmtariee  on  the  Ajmoriem  and  Caie^' 
aod  answer  such  questlone  on  the  eeveral  branches  of  medical 
tdeaee^  aa  ebnll  ba  ptit  to  him  by  the  examinew^  ki  pi^nee.of 
the  Senate.  .  If  the  Sonata  ha  of  opinion  that  the  Cansiidate  bat* 
Aevtt  himaelf  worthy  of  a  degree*  it  shall  be  nontoed  in  pre^nee 
fif  the  Senate,  by  the  Vice  Chaneellof » provided  the  Candidate  baa 
not  pnblished  a  Thems,  which  he  may  or  may  not  do.-according  to 
bis  own  option :  bat  if  he  haa  pyblithed  a  Thesis,  he  most  defend 
it,  and  the  degree  must  be  coafenf^l  in  the  Comitia.  * 

5.  Thai  the  whole  oi  the  examinations  shall  he  carried  on,  aii^  * 
the  Commentaiiea  npoa  the  Aphorism  and  Case  must  be  wfitlen  in 
Ae  Latin  langiiaga. 

•  Dr«  Bead  LET  will  commence  his  Comae  of  Lectures  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the  iut  week  of  October, 
athishonse.  Mo.  25,  Parliament  Staeet. 


0r.  Geoboe  PEAasoK,  Jf.  D.  F.  R.  S.  senior  physician  to 
St.  George's  Hospital,  will  commence  his  Lectures  on  Physic  and 
Chemistry  in  the  first  week  of  October,  as  uanal. 

Dr.  B  adham's  Lectures  nn  the  Pnu  tlcc  of  Physic,  Chemistry, 
aTid  Materia  Medira,  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  October  10, 
at  o'clock  ill  the  moining,  at  Dr.  Crichton's  late  Laboratory 
and  [xrturc  Hoom,  CI i fiord  Street,  Burlington  Gardens,  where 
printed  particulars  may  be  had. 

Dr.  DEirKt**oy  and  Dr.  Squire  will,  on  Thursday,  the  4lh 
of  October,  begin  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and 
Pfoctice  of  Midwilery,  and  the  Di!jm!^  of  Women  and  Childreu. 

Dr.  Clarke's  T>octuro?oii  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women 

Children.— The  winter  courses  will  begin  at   Dr.  Clarke's 

House,  New  Burlington  Street,  on  Thurj>day,  October  4,  at  a 

quarter  past  ten  o'clock.    Particular's  may  be  knoM*  and  piuus  j^f 

the  Lectures  haci^  by  applying  to  Di.  Clarke,  us  above. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Mr.  St«e  wHl  tiis  Leetura  on  fhe  Eleneiiii  'nl 

Pmctictt  of  Midwifery,  igc,  on  MoDday,  October  1,  ml  u  oTdock 

l^e evening;  ami  in  fatiiie»  on  Tacsdays,  Thursdays,  and  Sttdr- 
<lay8,  at  the  same  hoofi  for  Ihe  coiivemence  of  tme  gentkawg 
«lio  attend  surgical  lectures*  The  Goane  will  fad  given  al  Mo.5|' 
Bishopbgate  Street,  Within. 

Mr.  Tavittov  will  coidinenoc  fab  AtttMnal  Course  of  Lecturei 
in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Snig^iy,  at  the  Finsburjp  Dii|Nn« 
«ry,  St.  Jobn's  Square,  on  Saturday,  tfaeM  of  October,  1804. 
^Fiaotical  Anatomy,  as  usual. 

Mr«  Carfue  wilt  commence  Ms  Anailomical  Lcctntes,  alibis 
thwtie»  Bioad  Street,  Golden  Squsi^  on  Mondsy,  Oct.  1, 18M. 

'  "  I 

Mr.  CHnTALiait,  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  General  Dispen* 
sarVf  will  commence  his  Auttuanal  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Prin- 
ciples and  Operations  -of  Surgery,  on  Wednesday,  October  3,  at 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  his  house  in  South  A udlcy  Street,^ 
Giosvenor  SqUaiet  wfaeie  printed  particulars  may  be  had. 

Mr.  GiLBAJU,  in  a  litter  to  Dr.  Bradley,  dated  Aug.  |6,  180«« 
says,  From  my  personal  knowledge  of  you,  I  take  the  opportunity 
of  noticing  the  anonymous  and  Improper  call  on  me,  in  No.  66^ 

the  iMedica)  and  Physical  Journal,  ropectiog  the  Death  Wotind  c  t 
Sir  Ralph  Abcrcrr)mbie  ;  MTifl  have  only  to  observe,  that  if  I  had 
considered  it  of  suHicient  interest  to  the  pablici  I  should  have  hud 
iL  before  them  loi^  since/' 

A  Correspondent  in  Bedfordshire  has  reque?.ted  us  to  insert  the 
following  Note.  **  A  Subscriber  wishes  to  ho  informed,  iHrovj^h 
the  medium  of  t!u  Medical  Journalf  when  the  posthumous  VVork  of 
Dr.  Garaett  will  be  published 

Mr.  Alder  will  publish  in  a  few  months,  in  one  larpc  volume 
octavo,  Exiraiib  and  C)b>ervations  intended  to  shew  the  Nature  oC 
liie  Causes  of  Epidemic  and  other  Fevers  ;  and  also  the  Meaning 
vhich  ought  to  be  affixed  to  the  term  putiid  Contiigioa,  if  we  do 
not  entirely  abolish  it. 

Mr.  Alder  will  also  publish,  in  a  few  months,  in  one  largt 
volume  octscvo,  a  Treatise  on  Fever,  shewing  the  Genera,  Species, 
and  Varieties  of  it,  with  the  proper  Mode  of  Treatmcpt  of  flack» 
The  above  works  are  intended  to  begin  a  Series  to  complete  the 
design  sketched  in  Mn  A's  outlines. 

To  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  are  received  from  Dr.  Uwin^  Medidne  StiidiosQi^  and 

Mr.  Thackeray. 


CORRIGENDA. 
Bage  137,  line  6,  after  the  last  word,  Jamu^  add,  U  it  thgughU 
m,  ^  Dr,  Mofkf  mA  Dr,  Koch. 
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To  ike  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal. 

GfiNTLEVEKj 

^I^H£  Case^  wbich  I  have  now  the  honor  to  request  you 
wiirinaert  in  your  next  Number,  I  have  called  Gastbo- 
oynia;  but  I  shall  nut  dispute  the  propriety  of  the  tei:ni. 
From  the  ucculiar  circumstances  under  which  it  was  coui- 
piled,  it  claims  the  atteotioQ  of  the  medical  world  \  and  I 
earnestly  bog  your  Correspondents  to  oiler  their  animad-» 
versions  upon  it,  as  they  regard  that  liberality  of  senti- 
ment, and  nrbanit^f  of  manners,  which  ought  to  direct  tlie 
conduct  of  physicians  in  their  intercourse  with  one  ano- 
ihf^r.  What  further  reflections  I  may  have  to  offer  on  this 
t  \traordinary  incident  in. my  professional  exercise,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  must  be  reserved  for  a  future  oppartunitv. 
Ill  lIk'  iiit  aii  lime,  your  Readers  will  give  me  credit  lor  a 
small  sliuM'  ol'  pa'iHivi'ness  of  teinpiT,  thai  I  did  not  pro- 
voke a  (]iiarjLd  UiilUt  the  root'  of  n  patient.  I  liavo  >oifie- 
whe  re  read,  that  "  a  soft  answer  turncih  away  wrath,  but 
grievous  wordb  stir  up  anger." 

.  I  am,  &c, 

Nerccoitk,  Au^.  1,  1804.  TR0T1£R. 


ON  Thurstlay,  Jan.  IC,  about  three  in  the  morning,  ( 

was  called  by  the  watchman  to  visit  Mrs.  in  the 

neighbouriiood  ;  a  servant  girl  immediate  ly  follov/ed,  and 
called  out  ti»at  her  mistress  was  dying.  I  found  th^  lady 
sitting  up  in  bed,  and  writhing  with  pain.  This  happened 
to  be  the  fifteenth  day  trom  her  lying-in,  of  heiF  third 
child.  The  pain  was  felt  in  the  cplgw^trii'  region^  lowards 
the  right  hypochondrium,  under  the  la^t  rib,  and  darting 
from  thence,  acutely,  upwards  to  the  bhouider  of  the  same 
side.   The  pul:je  about  140,  of  moderate  strength.  She 

(  No.  68.  )  V  had 
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kad  A  iiarrhaU  iip6n  her.  AU  circumstances  attending 
the  labor  htid  been  favorable. 

These  pains,  it  anpcarcd,  began  the  preceding  evenin«r, 
had  increased  gradnally  till  throe  in  the  uiornin<r,  when 
,  they  lit  came  intijliTable,  and  made  her  cry  ont  u  ah  ureal 
velienienc  L\  Re  ing  an  entiic  stranger  to  the  lady,  1  en- 
qiiircfl  of  Ikt  husband,  if,  ulicn  in  her  usual  health,  she 
w;i^  Mibjcct  to  eomplain^'i  of  the  stomaeb,  surh  as,  unca-y 
iadigc'stKjn,  fiatuleiuo,  eonbtipation  ot  bowels,  &c.  He 
answered  in  the  afhruialive.  1  further  asked,  if  gout  was 
known  in  her  family.  He  fiaid^  her  father  was  subje  ct  ta 
gout,*  And,  histly,  I  erwjuired  if  her  medical  attendants, 
at  any  time,  had  hinted  their  suspicion  of  gallstones;  or 
1  if  jaundice  had  ever  been  noticed.  He  did  not  remember 
any  thing  being  hinted  on  these  subjects^ 

i  gave  tier  immediately  Tinct.  opii,  gt.  oO,  Mag.  vst.  5fl. 
S|>.  menth,  pip,  ^ij.  a^.  Fontan»  Ij.  fi  haost.  In  fiftecsii 
minutes  another  drituglit^  with  ha^f  the  quantity  of  these 
ingredients^  was  given.  The  pain  became  more  endural»ie« 
aad  she  ceased  to  cry  ont.  In  balf  an  bour  she  wi^  con- 
siderably relieved ;  tuid  the  pain  of  the  side  ^ras  <m1y  fel^ 
on  a  deep  inspiration. 

About  an  hour  jdur  uiy  arrival,  Pr.  Clark  and  Mr.  J. 
caine  in;  boiii  ut  v.iioni  had  sK'cn  die  lady  the  night  be- 
fore. I  infoiriicd  dicse  ^^ntlemen  of  what  I  had  done; 
and  freely  inipitiud  to  tlieni  iny  opinion  of  tlie  case.  I 
had  just  toJd  the  husband  of  the  lady,  that  I  eoneei vod 
the  pain  to  be  of  the  spnsiiiojlu'  kind;  drpenxling  on  debi- 
lity and  an  irritable  nervous  c  onstitution,  aeeompanying  the 
p!if  1  j)eral  slate.  Ik.C  sj)oke  of  febrile  rigon»,  cough,  aui 
jjleuritic  stilehes,  and  the  danger  of  puerperal  fever;  but 
tie  gave  no  decided  opinion,  it  is  true,  the  patient  said 
she  had  iVequi^nt  sbiverings^  was  often  disagreeably  hut, 
and  sometimes  iu  profuse  perspuriitions*  But,  with  a 
pulse,  1k)W  vas  if  possible  to  suspect  pleufisj^f  These 
symptoms  and  feelings  only  indicated  debility,  and  an  ac- 
cumulated nervous  secisibility  as  pecpliar  to  a  lying*in  wov 
roan ;  and  to  be  referred  to  those  ehangesj^  evoluiious,  and 
s}  mpathies  in  the  uterine  and  mammary  (iM'gaus^  after  tha 
birth  of  the  infant.  A  draught  with  forty  drops  of  tinct* 
opii  was  prescribed,  lest  the  pain  dhould  return ;  a  blister 

was 
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F«s  laid  OQ  the  part  afl^cfed :  A  p^^i^g  tnema  to  be  fok 
loored  by  an  aopdyae  oae^  and  a  purging  mixture,  were 
^Iso  ordered* 

About  noon  tbc  pain  returne^^  and  I  Was  sent  for*  ( 
gave  |be  opifite  draa^bi  immediately;  and  ordered  a  stiv . 
malatiDg  enema  of  gsqf^iida,  &c,  to  be  administered.  T)ie 
pain  became  easier  and  died  gradually  away. 
^  We  met  in  the  evening;  the  patient  had  three  motions 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  rntiK  r  c  opious.  Dr.  C.  spoke 
of  the  propriety  of  bra^k  ^jurtrafivfs.    1  ^aw  nothing  in  the 
case  ot  tlie  patient  that  cuuld  indicate  brisk  piirgatiics. 
The  bowrels  I'gr  some  days  had  been  very  lax,  and  the  lady 
was  niiich  debilitated.    Dr.  C.  would  not  admit  that  she 
was  reduced  in  strength;  pnd  said,  if  you  chuse  to  enquire 
you  will  learn  that  this  woman  has  l^em  induliring  in  very 
strong  diet,    fie  eoncluded  a  Iuhl^  harangue  on  tiiat  sub- 
ject, by  saying,  "  Vour  lying-in  women  constantly  eat  loo 
much ;  these  l^ondon  ladies  are  all  full-livers;  i$  your  wife 
a  Londoner  r — My  wife  not  beiqg  a  {jondoner^  did  not 
come  witt^in  tbe  pale  of  his  sarcasm.    On  making  eoquirj 
gbout  our  patient*8  food,  I  was  toid  by  the  yi^ung  lady 
who  atleoded  her  friend,  that  ii  consisted  almost  of  slops/ 
soch  as  tea,  coffee,  calfs-foot  jellyi  veal  broth,  &c. ;  these 
in  small  qu^ntity^  and  on  no  day  had  she  been  able  to  eat 
^bove  half  the  wing     a  fowl.   Tq  these  articles  are  to  be 
<9dded  three  sn^all  tumblers  pf* porter;  her  appetite  wa« 
isertainly  mniphi  impairedr*  '  All  this  day  the  urine  wa9 
natural. 

Idtb.  Friday.    About  seven  in  the  morning  I  sawonr 

patient ;  Mrs.  ;  had  passed  a  most  restless  night ;  her 

stomach  had  rejected  every  thin:^;  and  what  came  up  wa$ 
so  sour,  that  it  felt  Hkc  taking  the  skin  ot\  her  throat, 
i'alse  150,  rather  low:  she  complained  of  creat  sinking, 
and  said  she  could  not  live  long  in  her  presetit  condition. 
I  called  for  a  litrk*  brandy  ii)  a  cup  ;  and  having  inflamed 
it,  I  allowed  the  one  half  to  he  consumed.  While  I  wns 
preparing  this  simple  prescription,  she  disepvered  great 
dejection  of  spnils,  and  appeared  much  exhausted.  I 
assured  her  ot  immediate  relief.  She  swallowed  one 
ff^p^thftt^  pf  biscuit  S4>aked  in  the  iirarn^  ^j^aniv,  and  with  it 

ftbotti 
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about  four  or  five  tea  spoons  fiiU  ot  the  liquor.  Tliese  sfie 
retained;  the  vuniitini^  difl  not  return;  and  in  haU  an 
hour  she  took  some  c<»l]r(^  and  toast. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  the  pains  of  the  side  and 
shoulder  returned,  but  not  so  acutely  painful  as  yesterday. 
Dr.  C.  now  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  pain  was  Ple«- 
i^isY,  and  that  bieediug  was  the  fittest  remedy.  Such  a 
di^claration  astonished  me :  A  pleurisy  requiring  ventesec- 
tion,  with  a  pulse  beyond  150 1  1  think  I  heard  Dr.  Clark 
say  the  pulse  was  I  GO  by  his  watch.  Biood  to  about  six- 
teen ounces  was  taken  away :  as  the  first  cupful  flowed, 
she  said  she  felt  easier,  !)ut  made  no  farther  expression  to 
that  purpose  during  the  bleeding.  The  pains,  as  before, 
declined  gradually  in  the.  course  of  the  day.  \  am  irather 
inclined  to  believe,  if  Dr.*  C.  had  seeii  .this  lady  at  seven 
in  the  morning,  under  the  exhaustion,  languor,  and  dejee* 
tion  of  spirits,  from  the  sleepless  night  and  constant  retch- 
ing to  vomit,  that  he  would  have  thought  bleeding  as  litHt 
^)rt  of  destroying  life. 

I4th  and  15th<.  baturday  and  Sunday  passed  under  mooh 
uneasiness  of  bowels,  rather  than  pain,  with '  frequent 
atools.  A  draught  with  Colombo  and  mag.  ust.  which  had 
been  used  since  Thursday,  with  an  opiate  at  bed-time,  were 
the  chief  medicines.  Fulse  1<20;  nights  restless.  The 
urine,  for  the  last  two  days,  was  turbid,  as  usual  where 
large  doses  of  opiam  were  taken. 

1  was  this  day  asked  by  tlie  luisband,  whether  1  enter- 
tained the  same  oj)i!non  I  liad  at  tirst  ot  his  wife's  illnt:>. 
1  replied,  ihai  I  had  seen  no  reason  for  changing  my  ori- 
ginal sentiments;  they  wrre  now  more  confirmed. 
'  Kith,  Monday.  1  wns  called  up  about  four  in  the  mom* 
in<^.  1  found  Dr.  Clark  and  iMr.  I.  in  the  hou*c.  The 
paius  at  the  r')^\n  side  and  shoulder  had  returned.  Vui^t 
1 40.  Dr.  C.  again  j)iupu?ed  bleeding;  he  said  it  had  re- 
inovi  d  the  pain  betore,  and  was  still  the  fittest  remedy. 
It"  I  wan  surprized  at  the  f(»inier  mention  of  hlo.^d-leiliug, 
I  was  now  eontouuded.  There  did  not  appear  to  me  a 
siijoje  symptom  to  justify  it.  I  asketl  his  explanation. 
He  eouid  give  none,  i  begged  he  would  eite  uiiy  authority 
for  bkedinif  in  sueh  a  case.  He  answered  evasivelv  ;  h"t 
added,  that  his  own  practice  convinced  liiin  lie  was  right. 
He  narrated  the  case  of  a  Mr.  1)  1)^  where  large  bleed- 
ings had  been  used;  but  it  had  not  the  slightest  analogy  fo 
our  patient's,  situation.  The  eoRMnoo  effort  of  respiiatioa 
-had  never  been  impeded  here ;  there  were  no  dyspnoea,  or 
oppression  about  the  breast^  the  expectoration  was  free; 
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HOT  had  I  ever  heard  the  patient  cough  during  any  of  my 

visits,  1  said,  if  the  disease  were  pleurisy,  as  you  think, 
would  it  not  liave  bcoii  ag<j^i;\valcd  by  the  larq^e  doses  ot* 
opiiiiii  tiiJa-n  on  tlie  tormcr  days:  Would  yuu  a<l!tiuiister 
u[>iuui  on  the  accession,  and  during  the  inflaimjuttmy 
stasf*?  of  pleurisy?  He  answered,  that  he  had  aUvu\>  h(  <  ii 
in  the  practice  of  giving  opium  from  the  very  first  atiaek, 
and  always  observed  the  //chI  tj^uts  frcjui  it !  1  reminded 
him  of  the  lady'^  naturally  weak  frame,  which  I  had  now 
learned  was  of  the  most  delicate  east.  1  n>entioned  the 
(icbilitiiting  effects  of  her  continement ;  the  loss  of  blood 
which  unavoidably  attends  the  most  fortunate  delivery^  as 
well  as  what  she  lost  by  the  former  bleeding:  I  spoxe  of 
the  very  lax  state  of  her  bow  els  for  some  days  past;  the 
acate  pain  she  had  suffered ;  her  sleepless  nights,  and  pro- 
.  Aise  perspirations.  Against  all  these  he  remained  immove'* 
able;  and  repeated  the  confidence  he  gained  from  bis 
own  practice.  I  went  on :  Do  you  then  mean  to  contend, 
tbat  there  is  np  appeal  to  first  principles  in  our  art?  Are 
die  authority  of  the  learned  in  onr  profession,  the  wisdom 
and  experience  of  ages,  to  be  overthrown  by  an  opinion 
of  either  yours  or  mine,  that  rests  on  no  foundation  f  Can 
you  support  your  method  of  cure  by  any  practical  writer 
on  pleurisy,  such  as  Sydenham,  Iliixham,  or  Clei^horn  ? 
He  offered  to  appeal  to  none  of  these.  1  quoted  liic  cele- 
brated Aphorism  of  Hippocrates,  in  defence  of  uiy  argu- 
ments, **  Qui  acifhim  cnn  lant,  uon  plturitici  sunt.''  If 
there  is  a  truism  in  medic  ine,  1  said,  that  had  obtained 
the  consent  of  physicians  in  every  aire,  it  is  this  aphoi  i^m; 
.iful  IS  exartlv  iupoijit  wit!)  otii  [itiiient's  case.  He  evinced 
iH!  ap{n (VnaLiun  for  the  jiuigenient  of  the  Coan  S.'ige  ;  nor 
(hii  iie  seem  disposed  to  quit  the  ground  he  had  taken  at 
the  beginning  of  the  conversation.  1  further  asked  him, 
if  he  thought  it  were  possible  for  an  inflammatory  affec* 
tion  of  the  pleura,  requiring  blood-letting,  to  exiSit  in  the 
body  with  a  pulse  at  146.^  He  replied,  allow  that  the 
inflammation  could  not  be  very  active  with  such  a  pulse." 
Then  do  you  call  bleeding  a  passive  remedy  f  **  i  still 
think  bleeding  the  best  remedy  here.'*  This  conversation 
lasted  upwards  of  an  hour.  Tlie  lady  admitted  that  her 
present  pains  were  by  no  means  so  severe  as  >rben  I  first 
saw  her.  . 

About  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm; 
Tlie  lady  was  repeatedly  asked  while  the  blood  flowed, 
whether  the  pain  of  the  side  felt  easier;  but  she  persisted 
tp  .tlic  koL  ihaL  >lie  flit  b:)  relief,    Althoui^lk  she  iiiv  ui 
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the  horizdntal  posture,  towards  the  conclusioD  she  became 
very  faint;  but  syncope  was  prevented  by  volatile  salts 
kad  a  little  Madeira  wioe.  The  last  words  the  patient 
uttered  as  we  left  the  room,  werci  indeed,  t  feel  no  eauer^ 
We  retreated  indeed  without  the  honor  of  a  triumph.  Tb^ 
former  blood  had  been  thrown  away  by  mistake;  bat  whe» 
therthe  other  gentlemen  inspected  t£^e  last  I  cannot  tell$ 
I  heard  nothing  more  About  cupped  surface  or  inftammHtofj 
trust. 

Several  loose  motions  took  place  this  day.  In  the  even* 
ing  I  proposed  giving  vviiic^  and  dmnnishing  the  opiuin; 
it  was  not  agreed  to  at  this  visit.  The  night  draught  was 
repeated,  and  she  was  ordered  the  following  purgative 
mixture. 

ft.  Natron,  tart.  ^j.  Tnfus.  tamarind,  ^iv.  Mannac  "^iv.  M. 
Sign.  A  table  spoonful  of  this  inixture  to  he  giveti  every 
two  hours  till  a  motiun  is  procured,  begiinntiLT  in  ilie 
morning,  it  tiic  bowels  have  not  been  opened  in  the  niglit. 

17thj  Tuesday.  Mrs. — passed  a  restless  ni^ht.  bhe 
had  six  motions  in  the  course  of  this  dny^  resembhng  cotTee 
grounds,  without  any  mixture  of  Icecaf  matter.  She  com^ 
plained  of  great  uneasiness  of  bowels,  with  mifcli  noise 
and  flatulent  distension.  This  day  three  half  glasses  of 
Madeira  were  token.    Medicines  as  before. 

18th,  Wednesday,  Very  restless  last  night;  bowels  an* 
itMY  and  painful  from  flatulence.  The.  pains  of  the  side 
lind  shoulder  returned  as  before,  abbut  eight  in  the  motn* 
In^.  I^r.  C.  was  out  of  town.  To  ease  the  pains,  I  ordered 
thirty  drops  of  tinct«  opii  to  be  added  to  the  first  day 
draugiu,  and  forty  drops  of  sther;  and  fifteen  drops  of 
the  tincr.  with  the  same  C|uanliiy  of  a;ther  wore  put  in  all 
the  otlu  r  day  drau^liu.  A  warm  plaster  was  Itlid  over  the 
Jpart  a  tie  e  led. 

'I  h(  re  were  languor  and  depression  about  onr  ])ari(  Qt 
tins  morning  v  hieh  i  did  not  like.  I  urged  her  to  eouti- 
liue  a  half  glass  of  Madeira  frequently.  The  j>ain  was 
J?oon  nii(iu;Mt(  (I,  and  died  nUnv  in  the  course  of  the  day,  as 
it  had  done  hefore.  In  tilt:  evcuiug  she  was  easy,  and  ap* 
peared  di^^posed  to  sl(  ep. 

At  iny  morrling  visit,  I  sent  for  the  cook,  nrui  director! 
her  how  to  prepare  beef-tea  for  her  mistress,  as  strong  nf 
the  meat  as  possible.  This  was  done  not  only  for  the  pur- 
posea  of  nourishment,  but  as  being  of  an  animal  naturei 
was  hesi  :»uited  to  check  that  fermentation  in  the  stomach 
IMid  bowels,  that  seemed  to  uoqvert  all  her  other  food  ioto 
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iiattts  aad  acidity.  She  took  aufficieotly  of  it  throu^^out 
the  day. 

19th^  Thursday.    Mrs.  had  a  good  night  for  the 

first  time,  hanng  sl€|>t  ia  all  six  hours.  She  felt  much  re- 
freshed. The  pulse  was  now  under  iOO»  it  was  from  96 
to9d«  I  recommended  the  diet  of  yesterday  to  be  pur* 
sued,  awl  eniou  raged  her  witli  the  pros|iect  of  a  speedy 
recovery.  She  had  got  quit  of  great  quantities  of  flatus 
in  the  night,  and  rcit  relief  in  proportion.  The  infus* 
gentian  cotnp.  was  ordered  in  lieu  of  the  Colombo* 

About  noon  Dr.  C.  arrived>  not  having  seen  our  patient 
fot  48  hours.  I  informed  him,  that  we  had  gained  mucR 
ground  in  his  absence.  He  asked  the  usual  questions  of 
the  lady^  and  vim  particularly  oflicious  in  adjusting  the 
windows  for  vciit  lanon.  He  expressed  nothing  immedi- 
ately on  the  favor<(iili'  ehan^j^e  ia  our  ]);itient;  \\xl  when 
cunversing  in  the  ailiomiiTjr  room,  he  said  t*>  me,  IJirmlif 
hflircii  all  cases  of  this  kind  nould  soDft  ncoVir,  were  they 
It  ft  hi  /jfodfrafr  riiet,  ain/  room^,  kt't/n^^ir  I  he  hozvels  open, 
iiiif/  oj/iatcs  at  6cd-ti/ne,''  I  ai^reed  eiitnx  ly  \tith  him  ;  in- 
fi-jiiiucii  as  this  treatment  ex  eluded  ail  weakening^  levacua- 
tions  by  bletdin^j^,  and  s(  vere  eourses  of  purging^ 

We  met  in  the  evening;  Dr.  C.  tiiought  the  lady  so 
easy  and  weli^  that  he  would  not  disturb  her  with  an 
enema  tins  evening.  It  fs  to  he  observed  there  was  no 
Motion  this  day!  The  Doctor  seemed  in  a  better  humour; 
liewas  returning  to  J)urham>  to  visit  a  staiied  prebend;  he 
shook  hands  most  OQrdialiy. 

JQth. -Friday.  Our  patient  ka4  a  quiet  night.  Pulse 
104.  She  had  anea^y  uiotion  this  morning;  Nature  ap- 
peared to  be  resuming  her  office.  Dr.  Clark  and  Mr.  I. 
were  both  absent  kit  the  usual  hour  of  consultation.  I 
directed  every  thing  similar  to  the  preceding  day.  On 
Wednesday  morning  I  thougllt  the  lady  in  considerable 
danger;  but  now,  if  the  irritable  state  o\  the  bowels  were 
not  to  be  revived  by  purgatives,  her  health  and  srrt  nijth 
must  quickly  return.  I  believe  the  attenHanis  of  the  lady 
at  this  lime  eonsidered  lier  cun\ alrseencc  certain. 

Dr.  C.  came  about  noon.  11  u  .i^  not  sati.^litH  that  the 
patient  had  only  one  easy  motion  j  he  ordered  a  salim* 
;!:lvster  \o  he  thrown  up  i nnned lately ;  three  very  loose 
ftloois  lollovsed  quieklv.    I  was  not  present. 

We  met  \\\  the  eveniiiir.  The  ladv  was  certain Iv  \vor?r, 
more  irritable  and  uneasy*  Pulse  I  i4.  The  word  V/nfrisi/ 
i»ad  not  been  mcntioiietl  since  the  last  bleeding.  i>r.  C, 
recurred  to  his  opinion,  tiiut  purgatives  wercstili  the  best 
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means  of  cure ;  to  prevent  Puerperal  Fever,  and  cleanse 
the  bowels  of  acrid  maU(  r.   I  said  to  liini,  Do  you  observe 
any  thing  that  threatens  puerperal  lever?    He  gave  no 
direct  answer.    I  repeated,  that  I  saw  not  the  least  neces* . 
sity  for  purgatives;  the  uneasy  state  of  bowels  here  is  to 
be  referred  to  original  debility  of  the  intestines;  apd  llie 
irritability  of  the  nervous  system  is  no  doabt  coostitu- 
tionaly  but  has  been  particularly  increased  by  unnecessary 
bleeding,  and  too  frequent  purges.   He  said  in  words  as 
nearly  as  1  can  recollect^    /  allow  that  I  might  haoc  been  ^ 
mistaken,  in  calling  the  pain  of  the  side  Pleurisy  but  Ions 
e^erience  in  many  eases  assures  me,  that  purgatives  with 
evening  oniates  will  answer  best.''  I  agreed  with  him  that 
the  bowels  ought  to  be  kept  open ;  but  as  purg:ative8.  must 
Iceep  the  bowels  in  a  constant  state  of  irritation,  and  drain 
the  body  of  nourishment,  so  desirable  to  be  retained  under 
the  present  circumstances,  I  coulu  see  nothing  to  justify 
their  exliibition.    I  pi  (j(  eeded  :  As  you  have  given  up  your 
Hrst  opinion,  that  tins  lady's  disease  was  Pieurisi/,  what 
name  do  you  give  to  her  conif)kiint  now?    "  You  mean  to 
oppose  ;;///  practice;    J  cannot   go  oh  this  fvay ;    I  u  dl 
leave  tJie  patient  to  unit  altogether"     His  eves  glistcntd, 
and   he  seemed  under  considerable  atritation  when  he 
Spoke  these  words.    I  was  not  prepared  to  answer  nn^\ 
provoked  il liberality ;  my  attention  at  the  time,  was  ri- 
vetted  to  the  condition  of  tlie  patient,  for  whom,  in  a 
course  of  purgatives^  I  beheld  nothing  but  a  tratit  of  tor* 
tnres.  Dr.  C.  went  on  by  sayings  that    Four  grains  of. 
calomH,  to  be  fol lowed  in  the  morning  by  a  dose  of  jalap, 
was  the  fittest  medicine  that  could  be  prescribed^*   Such  an: 
expression  deserved  no  reply  from  me,  but  it  made  me 
shudder.   I  said,  that  I  must  maintain  my  opinion,  unless 
he  could  produce  more  satisfactory  reasons :  if  it  was  td> 
keep  the  bowels  regular,  I  would  agree  with  htm;  but 
ptirc:ing  in  so  delicate  a  subject,  after  a  week  of  suflfering, 
couTd  not  be  justified.  He  complained  that  I  differed  from 
hini.    I  answered,  tliat  it  was  as  natural  for  him  and  I  to 
disagree  in  opinion,  fis  other  [physicians  had  oitni  done 
before  us.    Have  you  not  often  dift'ered  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  I.?    IK  ic[*lie(l,  that  they  had  tiever  nuiterinlly  difr 

fcrrd.    I  mentioned  the  case  of  Mis»  B  ,  which  he  had 

publisiied;  and  their  disputes  about  the  Inhrmarv  ;  where 
they  had  divided  the  town  and  neighl>onrhood  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Fever  Wards.  The  purging  medicmc  that  was  IQ 
begin  this  practice,  was  as  foliovvs ; 
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R.  Sal.  Ruppell,  5vj.  Luct.  aiii^^dal,  Jiv.  Sacch.  alb.  ^j. 
M.  ^ 

Sign.  The  emulsion.  Two  table  spoons  full  ovrry  hour, 
till  a  plentiful  easy  motion  is  procured.  It  is  to  be  recoJ- 
Jfctcci,  that  on  this  day  the  paiiuut  bad  a  natural  easy 
motion  in  the  morning;  three  loose  evacuations  followed 
the  enema;  and  as  we  were  leaving  the  bouse,  tlie  nur?e 
announced  another.  Mr.  I.  was  called  up  in  the  uiglit, 
two  mi\re  stools  havini?  taken  place,  making  in  all,  stvtu 
in  the  space  of  i'ouneeu  hours !  I  did  not  see  the  lady 
after  this  evening. 


I  bad  DOW  formed  the  resolution  of  returning  Dr.  Clark 
the  compliiit'  iM,  of  ieaving  tht  patient  to  Jn>n  a/to<fefher,** 
as  he  po/iteli/  expressed  iiimseU  to  me.  hnnudiiitt  ly  on 
coming  home,  1  wrote  a  note  to  tho  lady's  husband,  re- 
questing he  would  excuse  me  from  meeting  Dr.  C.  in  the 
morning,  and  disavowed  the  treatment  about  to  be 
adopted.  This  left  Mr,  to  act  as  he  thought  proper. 
It  was  no  longer  in  my  power  to  do  any  good  ;  and  to 
receive  a  fee  on  other  terms  would  have  been  disbonour«, 
able. 

This  ladj,  with  all  the  affection  of  a  fond  mother,  had 
promised  herself  the  happiness  of  suckling  licr  chUd. 
When  I  first  saw  her  she  had  abundance  of  milk ;  but  on 
the  last  evening,  the  girl  who  was  drawing  the  breast, 
complained  that  it  was  now  so  acrid  she  could  scarcely 
hear  it  in  her  mouth*  How  could  it  Ue  otherwise  under 
such  a  draining  mode  of  treatment  f 

Mrs.  had  formerly  suffered  severely  from  piles,  as 

a  consequence  of  weak  bowels.  Had  1  been  informed  of 
the  circumstance,  it  would  have  the  more  confirmed  me* 
affainst  all  strong  purgatives.  And  indeed,  report  says,  that 
these  tumours  did  return,  and  with  them  swellings  of  the 
limbs,  requiring  the  assistance  of  flamiel  rollers.  I  need 
scarcely  add,  that  by  all  accounts^  this  lady's  confiuemeut 
afterwards,  was  long  and  painful. 
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Observations  on  Mr.  Gol1>80n's  Pampiilkt;  by 
Alexander  Herman  Macdonald,  M.  D.  Surgeon  m 
his  Majestyt  Service*  Cammumcated  bi/  Mr.  Rtiio* 

^  Vos  direna  aonat;  populorum  est  vox  Camen  uaa,'*  MARTiAt^ 

T,  IE  appearance  of  Mr.  Gold^on's  pampliUt  at  a  period 
n  vaccine  inoculation  seciiicti  to  hyve  conquered  every 
('IM  osition,  could  Dot  but  attract  the  general  notice  of  the 
public. 

Anionic  no  cla*^^  of  men  was  the  snrprize  so  nmc  li  ex* 
cited,  as  anion^  tiic  medical  profession.    They  iiad  wit-« 
iiessed  the  repeated  triumphs  of  %accine  inoculation^  and 
the  downfal  of  those  arguments  which  were  once  suggest* 
ed  by  the  sophistry  of  a  Marcus  Herz,  the  ignorance  and 
self-interest  of  a  Vaunie^  and  the  ridicule  of  a  Moseleyi 
and  therefore^  they  ronld  be  no  strangers  to  the  difhculty 
which  would  attend  the  fabrication  of  new  objections* 
Their  surprize,  however^  soon  ceased,  when  they  perceireA 
that  the  arguments  contained  in  the  pamphlet  under  con- 
Sjderation>  were  the  very  same  that  were  made  use  of  by 
every  opponent,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  practice ;  witn 
this  difference,  that  in  the  present  instance  they  are  lup* 
ported  hv  cases  and  supposed  facts;  whereas,  formerly, 
they  could  only  he  looked  upon  as  mere  conjectures.  The 
author's  address  in  obviating  the  objections  which  were 
nuule  against  his  pre(h  eessor^  is  too  striking  to  pass  un- 
observed.   He  knows  there  are  cases  upon  record,  wIhcU 
have  resisted  the  variolous  infection  thirty,    forty,  and 
even  fifty  years  subsequent  to  vacrinniion,  and  that  tlu 
have  balH(  (l  every  opposition ;  he  tin  lefore  very  prudent- 
Iv  pretends  to  believe,  tbat  the  casual  cow-pox  possesses 
the  preventive  powers ;  and  carries  his  faith  so  far  as  to 
advice  the  Vaccine  institution,     to  petition  Parliament  to 
lend  them  once  more  their  fostering  hand>  (I  suppose  to 
make  an  establishment  for  keeping  cows  and  greasy  horses) 
that  the  profession  might  be  better  ctK.bled  to  procure 
matter  immediately  from  the  cow.     This,"  in  his  Qpioion, 

would  be  soliciting  them  to  exert  a  power  truly  consistent 
with  their  constitutional  prerogative;  and  suited  to  the 
temperate  wisdom  of  their  deliberations  as  a  legislative 
bodv."  P.  70  and  7  U 

Whether  it  was  an  anxious  wish  to  discover  error,  and  a 
sincere  love  of  truth,  which  hiduced  our  aathor  to  lay  his 
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.%Drk  before  the  public^  is  a  question  not  easily  to  be  de- 
termioed.  If  ilre  were  allowed  to  judge  t'roiu  the  facts 
before  us^  u-e  should  be  apt  to  coDclude,  that  he  had  been 
actuated  by  passions  far  more  powerful,  For^  to  see  the 
])iicoverer  of  Vaccine  luocolatiOD  neglect  him  so  far^  as 
to  take  no  notice  of  his  letter,*  could  not  but  excite  some 
resentment  in  a  man^  wlio  was  accustomed  to  be  looked  up 
tobynudieal  practitioners;  luul  wlien  the  Uev.  Mr. Griflin, 
agt'iulcjiian  not  belongini^  to  the  profession,  frnin  motives 
■of  the  |)urei>t  [)liilanlliropy,  encroaclicfl  upon  a  jH  iu  tic  e  so 
glaringlv  ne^lfclcd  by  the  medical  men  in  his  nti<^hboui- 
hood,  a.>  to  draw  upon  them  the  censure  that  they  were 
'*  acenlury  behind  tlio  whole  world  in  iinprovemenr/'  p.  6, 
it  is  very  natural  to  expect,  that  one  of  them  should  he- 
provoked  to  stand  up  for  tlio  Iu)noitr  of  the  Faculty,  to  clear 
them  from  the  imputation  under  which  they  laboured,  or 
at  least  to  give  some  reasons  to  the  worlds  feeble  as  they 
ere,  in  extenuation  of  their  neglect.  The  author,  however^ 
is  far  from  acknowledging  these  to  have  been  his  motives |^ 
and  rather  endeavours  to  conceal  them^  by  making  strong 
professions  of  candour  and  liberality.  It  is  far  lirom  his 
wish  to  spread  vain  alarms/'  (p.  d2) ;  yet  he  has  taken 
great  care  that  his  advertisements  should  make  a  conspicn* 
oas  figure .  in  the  public  papers ;  and  that  his  pamphlet 
might  he  better  and  more  generally  known,  •we  are  pub* 
llcly  ittformed,t  that  he  has  been  very  liberal  in  making  a 
gratuitous  distribution  of  it;  Keeping  Dr.  Jenner's  words 
10  his  remembrance,  he  has  conducted  his  experiments, 
**  with  that  cii Ininc'S-s  and  moderation,  which  should  ever 
accompany  a  philosophic  research  -/'accordingly,  he  im  V(-r 
has  lost  the  opportunity  unexposing  his  vaccinated  clul- 
dfcn  to  the  vafioluus  Luiita<:ion;  and  when  this  did  not 
succeed,  he  made  them  sleep  in  the  same  oradle  with 
others  who  had  t^e  small-pox?  took  the  caj)  from  the  head 
of  the  one,  and  clapped  it  upon  the  head  of  the  other; 
and  tlie  same  filthy  cap  was  made  use  of  tli rough  the 
whole  of  the  contagious  period  of  the  disease,  (p.  31).  In 
no  less  than  tliree  iustancts,  he  has  carried  his  calmness 
and  moderation  so  far  as  to  persuade  paref^ts,  wlio  had 
already  witnessed  the  beneficial  eifects  of  the  vaccine  ino<4 
culation  in  their  own  family,  to  submit  their  otiier  children 
to  the  inoculation  of  the  smalUpox^  for  no  other  purpose 

hut 

•  See  p.  44.  and  43. 
f  Mfd.  sad  Pli^.  Juarna)|  No.  06^ 
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but  lo  give  him  an  opportunity  of  infecting  those  tbat 
wiTc  vncclnateii,  if  possible.  P.      30^  and  (i6. 

The  calmness  and  moderation  of  his  reasoning  is  equal- 
ly conspicuous.  In  the  ¥erj  beginning  of  his  introduction 
be  teUs  us,  that  **  the  vaccine  inoculation  has  been  spread 
tbrottjB^hout  ahuost  every  part  of  the  civilized  world,  witb 
a  rapidity  which  stands  without  example  in  the  history  of 
science ; '  and  no  wonder,  for  a  discovery  which  was  **  to 
fender  tiie  'human  constitution  unsusceptible  of  a  disease 
•o  higliiy  contagious,  and  universally  fatal  to  mankind,  as 
the  BmaU*pox,  conld  not  fail  to  attract  immediate  atten- 
■fion;"  but,  after  all,  this  was  an  event  more  to  be  wished 
for,  than  (•x|)ectC(J."  And  then,  to  heigliteu  the  surprize, 
a»,{i  {{}  i.ii.-t  suspicious,  in  the  miosis  of  the  unui>ti dieted, 
hi  inl'onns  us,  that  all  these  important  consequtiices 
arc  to  succeed  a  small  puncture  with  a  Ittncef,  without 
producing  any  material  indisposition,  and  loialiv  free 
I'loin  any  risque  of  danger;"  but  this,  in  our  author's 
opinion,  **  carries  with  it  an  air  of  niystrrv  and  he  is 
intlcod  very  much  suprized,  "  that  it  should  iiave  been  so 
readiiy  adopted,  and  carried  to^such  an  cj^teut  into  pnu> 
tice."  *i\  1  and  a.  ^ 

It  does  not  seem  to  be  unknown  to  Mr.  Goldson,  that 
tbo  success  of  vaccination  is  often  defeated,  eithej  by  the 
matter  having  been  taken  from  a  spurious  pustule,  or  by 
ks  having  suffered  a  decomposition  from  a  variety  of 
causes;  in  consequence  of  which,  in  the  early  stages  of  its 
introduction,  blunders  bad  been  committed  by  many  prao* 
lioners,  who,  to  use  Dr.  Jenner's  words,  took  up  the  lancet 
without  ever  havii'tg  seen  the  true  vaccine  pustule.  P.4« 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  whenever  he  notices  these  blun- 
ders, he  takes  care  to  introduce  them  in  such  a  manner,  as 
to  imply  some  doubts  u|K)n  the  subject.  Thus,  after  iu- 
forminix  us,  (p.  :))  that  many  of  the  vaccinated  children 
were  >(>()n  altcrwards  submitted  to  the  inlhicnce  of  the 
VHri«dou.->  inlLClion  wilhoul  ciVcct,'"  lie  imnjcdiately  makes 
the  following  assertion.  "  Several  instances,  however,  of 
its  inciVK-acy  were  observed  at  thfs  pe  i  lod,  but  all  of  ihem,* 
he  adds  iu  a  very  artful  manner,  were  pruuuuaced  lo 
arise  Iruui  some  cause  or  other,  not  at  all  inimical  to  the 
rei^idar  practice,  pursued  by  the  (hscoven  r,  tuid  his  own 
immediate  friends."  'J'his  re^fular  i^rat  in  r  wai»  not  a  se- 
cret, as  is  here  insinuated;  it  was  publicly  known;  and  every 
one  who  did  not  deem  it  loo  great  a  trouble,  mia;ht  have 
in  )  I  him^cif  acquainted  with  it.  If  our  author  had  paid 
a  iutlc  more  att<^ution  to  it,  perhaps  he  would  not  have 
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stood  in  need  of  asking  for  further  investigation."  But  I 
must  couicM  myself  at  a  loss  to  guess  w  hom  he  alludes  to, 
-when  he  speaks  of  the  immediate  friends  of  the  Discoverer. 
■Surely  be  cannot  call  those  who  first  began  to  practice 
vaccine  inoculation.  Dr.  Jenner's  immediate  friends;  and 
therefore,  the  whole  of  the  preceding  [>assage  can  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  but  tbat  of  an  insinuation^  tliatthe 
promoters  of  the  vaccine  inoculation  had  formed  a  plot 
to  euforce  the  practice  upon  the  public  against  all  reason ; 
or,  to  use  his  own  words,  to  deem  every  failure  spurious^ 
and  to  conceal  it/'  (p.  and  thus  to  class  them  with 
their  antagonists^  who  have  raised  plots,  and  used  mcaus^ 
fair  or  foul,  to  obtain  their  object. 

Speaking  of  iIk  medical  prai  iitioiH  rs  in  his  ncii^lilxMir- 
hood,  Mr.  Goldson  is  very  partii  ular  in  tellin^j:  us,  thai, 
**  ihev  could  not  rrmain  i^^norant  of  the  maii\  insianees 
of  failure,  which  oi-cuirocl  in  its  iutaiicy  Neither  rouid 
tliey  help  remarking,  what  must  have  hccri  ()l)vioiJS  to  evcrv 
jUti-TUivL*  observer,  the  apjiarcnt  in^iabiliiy  of  the  praetirc*. 
AVitli  every  fresh  in-faiicc  ol  a  spurious  easc^  they  heard 
of  new  instruetioiis,  and  cautions  in  respect  to  lakinLC  the 
matter.  These  instructions  deviated  oecusioimllv,  train  the 
thirteenth  down  to  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  ;  and  yet 
they  were  told,  that  on  this  point  depended  the  whole 
success  of  the  operation."    P.  (i  and  7. 

Wonderful  instructions  indeed  !  But  I  must  confess,  I 
never  beard  of  them  before.  These,  i  suppose,  made  their 
first  appearance  in  the  world^  when  i  was  abroad.  Whore 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  evcr\^  paltry  publication 
which  appeared  on  that  subject  in  England,  should  come 
to  ray  bands.  But  I  have  seen  many  similar  instructions 
in  Germany.  For  no  sooner  did  the  practice  of  vaceine 
inoculation  begin  to  be  adopted,  than  the  barbers,  who,  it 
is  well  knowit,  practiee  surgery  in  that  country,  to  ihe 
great  nuisance  of  society,  took  up  their  laneets,  and  ino- 
eulated  w  hat  they  called  the  cow-pox.  The  consecjnciiceK 
might  easily  have  been  ft>reseen.  Sijveral  of  the  chiMn  n  - 
iuouulatcd  by  ihein  .  caught  the  small-pox  aflerwajds.  he 
poor  harbers,  perceiving  liiat  their  medical  reputation  wa.^ 
at  a  slake,  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  the  scra}»c  in  the  best 
manner  they  could.  Some  of  them  were  bold  enough  to 
insist  upon  it,  tliat  tlie  clul'lren  iiad  the  cu\v-po\  in  the 
nio-t  satisfactory  manner;  precisely  as  had  lu m  described 
l)y  Dr.  Jenner,  and  others  of  their  own  countrymen  who 
had  written  upon  the  subject.  Then  the  public  waj>  a.i- 
'«:gi^d-witb  their  justtiications ;  which,  generally^  cooststed 
%  *  of  . 
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of*  the  recital  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  symptoms  of 
.  viieeiuaiicn,  which  i\\vy  copied  almost  vcrbiuim  iVom  ihe 
authors  who  iiad  wrhtcn  oa  tlic  subject;  aitd  I  can  assurif 
Mr.  (ioUlMHi,  thai  diis  was  executed  in  so  niasterfy  a  man- 
ner, us  to  bid  (kli;'.:i(  o  to  any  whieli  liavc  appeared  in  thi* 
fouiitiy,  upon  siuiihir  iu|ue».  Others  again,  more  con- 
neieutiuus  iliaii  the  rci^t,  contrived  to  extricate  themselves, 
by  making;  confessions  of  their  Httle  experience;  and  by 
pointing  out  w  liai  tbey  fancied,  hail  led  them  into  error. 
This,  in  general,  wa^*  followed  by  a  code  of  instructions, 
which  varied,  perha[>s,  ;»s  much  as  those  that  appearofi  on 
this  side  of  the  water,  hut  wliich  no  sensible  person  paid 
any  attention  to  ;  and,  1  believe,  as  little  regard  was  paid 
in  England  to  tlie  instructions  Mr.  Goldson  alhides  to.  It 
reflects  no  great  credit  on  him  to  bring  them  forward^ 
cither  in  support  of  his  argument,  or  i|9  m  excuse  for  the 
errors  be  has  committed  :  principally,  as  (it  the  same  time 
wheo  vaccination  ivas  first  practised  in  his  neighbourhood^ 
there  were  instructions  to  found  in  England,  which,  IQ 
the  present  time,  have  not  varied  at  all*  To  convince  our 
anthor  of  this,  I  shall  here  copy  an  extract  of  a  letter  I 
received  froox  Dr.  Jenner,  dated  January  £3,  1801,  no| 
long  after  the  period,  when  Mr.  Goldson  iiad  so  much 
cause  to  complain  about  the  aj)parent  instability  of  the 
practice and  I  earnestly  beg  of  him  to  compare  the  in- 
structions it  contains,  with  those  which  were  in  the  hand^ 
of  every  one,  at  i  he  time  he  i^rote  his  pamphlet* 

1  sIhiII  tak?  the  liberty  of  layitig  before  yoo  certain 
rules,  which^  in  my  opinion,  should  guide  the'yaccine  ino* 
culator,  and  I  will  venture  to  add,  that  were  we  never  to 
deviate,  any  occurrence  ont  of  the  ordinary  course  of  the 
disetise  would  be  extremely  rare.  The  third  will  p*  rhaps 
e\ plain  the  principle  upon  which  your  matter  parted  wii^^ 
its  oriL':;nal  properties.  • 

Eirst,  We  nui>t  observe,  that  iLc  pui>tiile  i;o  slowly 
and  regularly  tlirouirh  it-  progressive  stages  of  int^inmna- 
tion,  vesieaiioii,  Jind  seabbinti;  ;  and  ^hat  ttje  vtbicaHon  bti 
accompanied  sviih  u-^  eiiioreseenre.  f 

Secondly,  1  hat  the  vat  cine  fluid  be  taken  from  the 
pustule  for  the  purpose  pf  iuji^c.ulsitiou  a(  au  early  pcno4 
of  its  formation. 

**  Thirdly,  If,  from  any  peculiarity  in  the  constitution  of 
the  patient,  or  from  the  state  of  the  virus,  a  variety  should 
appear  in  the  character  of  the  ptistule,  tha(  pustule  sliottld 
tii,X  be  used  for  further  inoculation. 

The  i^epesifty  of  attending  to  iikf  first  pf  tb«sc  jula 
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is  obvious:  were  it  neglected^  even  an  extintlicmatou* 
biush,  excited  on  the  arm  bj  the  insertioa  of  the  virus^ 
might  be  deemed  a  sufficient  security  ;  and  a  mere  vesicle, 
qoicklv  forming,  and  as  quickly  subsiding,  might  be  con^ 
stdered  as  the:  real  vaccine  pustule,  m  which  we  are  to 
place  our  confidence* 

With  regard  to  the  second  iiynnction,  I  shall  observe, 
that  the  activity  of  the  virus  begins  to  diminish  upon  th^ 
formation  of  the  efflorescence ;  therefore,  if  circumstances 
will  admit,  it  should  not  be  taken  after  the  eighth  day;  but 
the  best  guide^  1  think,  would  be  to  stop  upon  the  pro- 
gress of  the  efflorosceacc ;  I  do  not  presume  to  say,  thai  at 
this  period  the  virus  is  effete  ;  certainly  it  is  not;  but  that 
it  frequently  occasions  disappoiminents,  my  early  trials, 
and  those  of  others,  on  whose  accuracy  1  can  place  ih* 
gfeatcst  conbdeiice,  fully  exinco, 

"  As  a  commeiUiiiy  uu  ihc  iliird  rule,  T  shall  observe, 
that  when  we  take  the  vaccine  fluid  from  a  pustule,  which, 
in  its  progress,  has  materially  deviated  from  its  commoii 
character,  we  are  very  apt  to  produce  a  [nistule,  maintain- 
ing that  deviation.  Tlic  texture  of  the  vaccine  virus  is 
ccrtamiy  very  delicate,  and  easily  thrown  into  derange- 
ment; so  that  causes,  apparently  trifling,  are  Uahle  to  de- 
compose it.  I  shall  mention  one  to  vou,  hv  wav  of  illus-  • 
(ration.  In  tlie  early  part  of  my  pra-ctice>  1  used  frequent- 
ly to  dry  the  virus  the  Jire,  upon  threads,  glasses,  and 
lancets,  but  with  much  caution  respecting  the  degree  of 
hear :  yet  experience  hi|s  taught  me,  that  even  (his  pro- 
cedure frequently  occasioned  a  vaHution  in  the  progress 
pf  the  pustule  produced  by  it,  a3  It  was  apt  U>  comnienee 
with  a  soft  creeping  scab ;  which,  in  some  instances,  pro^ 
cjuced  at  its  edges,  as  it  advanced,  the  perfect  vaccine 
#uid  in  a  rin^  around  it,  which  fixeU  a  boundary  to  the 
extension  of  Ui|s  scab.  The  ettorescence  fallowed,  and 
the  constitution  was  found  secure  from  the  smallrpox* 
^ut,  in  o^her  |astanoeSf  fbe  process  ended  more  abruptly, 
and  then  of  course^  ti^e  susceptibility  of  the  vaccine  virus 
ijan^ioed,  which  was  proved  by  sttbsequeqt  iiM^cutation* 

I  do  not  find  that  the  vaccine  virus  undergoes  any 
cl^oge,  ill  passing  anccessive ly  from  one  patient  to  an* 
other  for  a  great  apace  of  time. .  I  cai|  answer  for  its 
possessing  the  same  properties  at  the  expiration  pf  twenty 
npntbs,  as  when  it  was  taken  from  the  cow.'' 

Having  given  a  few  specimens  of  Mr.  Goklson's  calm- 
ness and  rnqderation,  I  shall  next  take  into  consideration, 

i>is  qualiiicatiouii  as    vaccine  iuppulator*  ^  In  en4cavour? 
•    •     •  ..  • 
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iDg  io  exculpnte  the  medical  profession,  in  his  neighbour 
*hood  from  tkie  censure  they  iiad  incurred^  he  informs  m, 
tiiat  the  practice  was  adopted  in  the  autumn  of  1 800.  AH 
this  may  he  perfectly  correct ;  but  he  doea  not  informed, 
that  since  this  time  vaccine  inoculation  has  been  practiced 
there  so  generally,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Having 
lately  visited  the  place  of  Mr.  Goldson'^s  residence^  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the  fact;  and  I  find» 
that,  comparatively  speaking,  vaccination  is  even  now  very 
lirtle  practiced  there;  and  wlicn  you  talk  about  the  cow- 
pox,  you  will  liear  every  where  the  old  story,  that  children 
wiii  ii.ivc  tiie  srnail-pox  afterwards.    Report  says,  that  at 
the  time  Mr.  G<>l(i!<oi»  published  his  paiiiplili  i,  u  liich  wa« 
about  four  years  after  the  first  introduction  <»f  vaccination 
I  T  J  Portsmouth,  Portsea,  and  Gosporr,  he  h  id  only  vacci- 
ijiiud  ciLrhty  children.  Ji<  ing  at  the  head  of  Ins  professiou, 
perhaps  no  other  practitioner  bad  inoculated  so  many. 
Oneoftlu*  most  respectable  [)liysiciaii.s  bad  inoculated  only 
two;  and  we  may  form  a  just  idea  of  the  high  estimation  i» 
iiv'hich  vaccine  inoculation  is  held  by  the^medieal  profe^sioa 
in  tliat  part  of  the  country,  from    the  candid  and  liberal 
approbation  which  they  unanimonsly  expressed,''  when  the 
report  of  Mr.  Goldson's  cases,  with  the  observations  an* 
ncxed,  wei'e  read  before  the  quarterly  meeting  of  tbe  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Portsmouth,  Portsea,  and  Gosporl*  Wbeo, 
therefore,  be  tells  us  that  the  cow-pox  was  known  to  the 
medical  men  in  those  towns  soon  after  its  promulgatioa, 
but  little  practiced,  he  has  been  very  unsuccesslul  ia 
clearing  them  from  the  charges  under  which  thepr  laboor. 
However,  as  they  are  said  to  have  attended  to  it  with  a 
desire  to  nmke  themselves  masters  of  the  subject,"  (p.  fi> 
it  will  be  worth  while  to  enquire,  with  wliat  j>uccess  these 
labours  have  been  crowned? 

F.  9,  he  say 3,  tliat  in  n  j  instance,  he  himself  has  seerr 
Hiiy  approach  to  a  spunous  disease."  1  believe  there  are 
few  v  iccine  inooulators  in  Great  Britain  who  can  say  the 
same.  We  were  indeefl  very  mnch  surprized  when  we 
first  road  that  passatr  ;  but  our  surprize  Was  greatly  in- 
erea!<ed  wbeti  we  were  attervvards  informed  by  umjueition- 
able  authority,  that  the  practitioners  in  this  neighbour- 
hood never  lake  the  niatttNi'  till  what  they  call  the  ninth 
4ay,  Bui  as  they  do  not  count  the  day  on  which  the  ino- 
culation i"^  perfortned,  wbut  the}'  style  the  ninth,  is  in  fact 
the  fetul>  day.  'Bei^d^si>  Mislead  of  pevfiMnHng  their  ioocu* 
laiioni  fipoin  urm  to'ai*m,  they  still 'Continue  to  dry  tbeir 
iil«t>t&r  wj^on^ano^t^i  ^itttd  th^-uae-  ihtm  •  a»<ocoasion  le* 
,  ^uiresi 
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<Jttire«i.  Therefore,  instead  of  never  haviii!?  seen  a  spurious 
cow-pox,  ic  may  be  questioned,  wheiiier  Mr.  Goldsoti  has 
ever  beea  so  fortunate  as  to  see  the  genuine  cow-pox  ? 
P.  65,  Speaking  of  the  casual  cow^pox^  he  mcintains  that 
the  bluish  cast  is  the  characteristic  of  the  pustule ;  that 
in  the  first  vaccination  it  retains  this  colour;  but  that  it 
is  not  to  be  distinguished  after  it  has  passed  once  through 
the  human  body.  In  support  of  this  assertion,  he  quotes 
|)r.  WoodvUle's  authority ;  and  then  adds,- that  it  is  a 
circnmstance  of  some  material  import  \  but  which  has  not 
i)een  sofficiently  attended^  to.*^ 

I  must  heg  to  inform  oiir  author,  that  he  labours  under 
a  very  great  mistake.  Medical  men  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  this  point ;  and  their  experience  has  proved, 
that  the  bfnish  cast  is  not  peculiar  to  the  casual  pustule ; 
bar,  that  it  is  frequentiy  observed  in  the  inoculnU^d  cow- 
pox.  1  have  seen  it,  not  only  in  the  early  [)art  of  my 
practice,  but  likewise,  after  I  had  been  using  matter  iVum 
the  same  stut  k  for  upwards  of  three  years.  Dr.  \\  c>o(l- 
villi  iri  ide  this  assertion  in  the  begiiiiiiiic^  of  his  practic  e  ; 
iiiui  [  am  convinced,  that  long  before  lins  time,  he  must 
have  frequently  witnesicd  the  bluish  cast  in  the  iuoculuted 
cow-pojf. 

P.  56.  When  speaking  of  the  similarity  of  the  vaccine 
to  the  variolous  pustule,  he  asserts,  that  ilie  vaccine  pus- 
tule   does  not  possess  the  perm/.ient  power  of  resisting 
its  OK  H  reiterated  action.'*    I  believe  some  ca^s  are  related 
by  Dr.  Jenner>  of  persons  being  infected  a  second  time 
with  the  Covf-pox.    But  when  we  can  produce  a  local  in'* 
fection  of  the  smalUpox,  in  a  person  who  has  already  un<* 
der^one  that  disease;  surely  it  cannot  be  made  an  ob- 
jection to  the  practice,  that  the  same  should  happen  in 
the  cow-pox.    But  ^laying  this  aside,  as  Mr.  Ooldson  ap- 
pears to  have  a  turn  for  making  experiment ;  I  would  ad- 
vise him,  to  try  to  infect  children  a  second  time  with  the 
cow^ox  ;  and  be  will  Hnd,  tliat  it  is  not  so  easy  a  matter, 
and  tbat  the  cow-pox  possesses  in  a  much  higher  degree 
than  the  small-pox,  "  the  permanent  power  of  resisting 
its  own  reiterated  action/'   1  have  inauc  the  experiment 
in  several  instances,  and  never  have  been  able  to  produce 
the  disease  a  second  time  hut  once.    I  have  tried  it  upon 
myself;  ioi  although  1  have  had  the  small-pox,  I  once 
produced  the  u  ue  vaccine  pustule  u[)o:i  my  hand.  Since 
that  time  I  have  rcinoculaicd  my  sell  ujivviuds  of  a  hundred 
times  Willi  covv<pock  mattery  but  have  bvcu  unable  to 
infect  myself  again. 
(No.  68.)  X  P.  50, 
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P.  5^,  He  talks  very  leftToedly  upon  the  origin  of  the 
cow-pox ;  yety  it  is  quite  unknown  la  him,  thatDr.  Jen^ 
ner,  or  any  one  else,  since  his  publication,  has  ever  pro- 
secuted the  idea.  To  the  names  and  labours,  there  fore,  of 
M  r.  Tanner,  J)rs.  Loy,  Sacco,  and  L^i  Font,  he  is  an  ut- 
ttr  stranger.  Had  Mr.  (ioldson  made  hiniscU  acqiuiiuied 
u iih  tlie  <  \ pcrnnents  oi  iliose  t;enilcmen,  he  would  have 
kiiuvvii,  ihiit  it  appears  very  fluitbt^id  still,  whether  it  is  re- 
quisite that  the  matter  of  the  irrease  >hoiihl  [)a>,s  through 
the  nipple  ot  llie  row,  to  piodtK-e  the  desired  ed'ect  in 
the  human  body.'*  VV  ith  regard  to  the  experiments  lie 
]>roposos,  of  inserrinpr  the  morbid  matier  from  the  hol^t''§ 
heel  into  the  nipple  of  the  inilch  mare,  I  dare  venture  to 
foretell,  that  it  would  produce  nothing  at  all;  since  the 
experiments  instituted  by  Profe>K»or  Vibourg,  in  the  Royal 
Danish  Veterinary  School  at  Ck)petthagetty  have  clearly 
proved  that  tlie  grease  is  not  infectious  in  the  horse.  He 
took  matter  of  the  grease,  and  endeavoured  lo  infect  the 
heels  of  sound  horses;  be  tried  various  means;  snch  as 
inoculation,  rubbing  the  heels  with  the  matter,  after  hat- 
ing shaved  off  the  hair;  blistering  the  parts,  and  then  an> 
plying  compresses  of  lint,  which  had  been  previoaaly 
soaked  in  the  matteri  &c. ;  but  all  his  trials  proved  ansa^ 
cessful,  no  infection  took  place.f  We  may  therefore 
'tafely  conclude,  that  Mr.  Goldson's  proposed  experimeati 
would  be  attended  with 'similar  results. 

As  a  proof  how  well  Mr.  Goldson  is  instructed  in  every 
particular,  respecting  vaccination  in  his  own  country,  be 
I'ontounds  the  Koynl  Jenneiian  Society  with  the  Vaccine 
l\>ek  Institution;  awd,  in  his  answer  to  Dr.  \\  alker,  in  the 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  he  calls  the  Poctor  tbe 
principal  vacciuator  under  th<*  directors  of  uu  institutioa 
to  whom  ihe  pamplilet  waii  rcspectiullv  addressed. 

Yrom  the  above  specimens  of  our  author's  erudition  in 
vaeeine  inoeuhition,  we  may  form  our  judgment,  how  far 
he  was  cpialiiied  to  biiag  before  the  pubUc  the  wosk  uo* 
der  consideration. 

•  Jkt 


*  Professor  Wollsfcin  of  tlie  Veterinary  Jkhool  nt  Vienna,  lias  inforriH'H 
me,  that  wliar  ihf  Fn  uch  call  juvurrey  is  not  the  grtasc  ;  the  latter  i>  Hi 
erysipelatous  intl.uunwtkou  of  ttie  horse *;»  hrel ;  wiiereas,  ihe  fotiner  «  » 
carUi  of  the  Ixjiies,  belonging  to  those  parts.— It  is  tHereftwe  twily  •^^ 
counted  for  why  the  experim^is  With  outtter  fromo  the  jsvarrs  feM  pncs^ 
liusaccessful  ill  FrancCt   .  .  . 

.f  See  Pfiitf  cS:  Scheele  Nordi^chee  Accluv  fur  NstUT  aad  Artfijieiwieeofi* 
flchafit.  B  1.  St.    Seite  ^9, 570^ 
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But  we  are  now  come  to  the  most  important  part  of  the 
lobject,  viz.  the  consideration  of  the  aatnor^s  proofs,  in  sup^ 
port  of  his  argument,  that  vaccine  inoonlation  only  proves 
S  temporary  preventive  against  tlie  sniall-pox.  These  are 
illustrated  by  eii^ht  cases  ;  in  which  the  small-pox  is  said 
to  have  iiaj)pcncd  subsequent  tu  vacciiiatnM!.  Ol 
however^  tour  only  can  be  considered  to  have  occuired 
in  his  own  practice;  for  Case  i.  was  vuccinaied  by  AJr. 
Paytherus;  Ca>e  iv.  and  v.  by  Mr,  Weymouth;  and  C^se 
vj.  by  Mr.  Uickinan. 

The  matter  used  for  these  inoculations  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Kickinan,   Surgeon  of  the  division  of  Marines,  by  the 
bick  and  wounded  board  ;  and  lie  madp  use  of  it  upon  five 
marines,    prom  these  he  took  matter  tor  his  own  patients; 
and  likewise  supplied  Mr.  Goldsop  and  other  Practitioners 
in  the  neighbourhood*   Whether  this  matter  has  not  been 
the  source  of  all  the  mischief  still  remains  doubtful.  Mr, 
Goldson  contends,  '^that  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a 
public  board,  directing  eitperiments  to  be  made  upon  tk» 
subjects  in  an  Infirmary  under  th^ir  contronlj  would  ba 
so  inattentive^  as  to  send  such  as  wi^  improper  for  tbai  *  . 
purpose/  p.  46.   There  was  not  ^he  le^st  occasion  fof 
laying  so  much  stress  upon  this  ;  no  body  will  suspectj 
Ibat  they  woukl  send  spurious  matter  intentionally.  How** . 
ever  it  is  a  factj  I  believe,  not  unknown,  that  ab(^t  that 
period,  ^Iz,  in  autumn  1800,  the  matter  which  was  in  cir- 
culation in  JiOndon,  was  of  a  verjr  suspicious  nature;  and 
that  ft  was  even  propagated  by  some  eminent  practitioners 
of  the  metropolis.  And  if  we  take  Mr.  Rickman's  gwn  tcs- 
tunonv  for  granted,  perhapi  little  doubt  will  remain  upon 
the  sul>jcct;  for  la  conductins:  his  cxpcrimfiUs  he  bouu 
found,  that  the  matter  ran  rapidly  into  a  purulent  state 
after  the  eighth  day;  of  wliich  he  advised  iqe  board."  p. 
49.    The  experienced  vaccinafor  knows  well,  how  rarcl}" 
<his  is  the  case  in  the  true  vaccine  vesicle.    From  uiy  own 
practice  and  experience,  1  arp  induced  to  believe,  that 
the  true  vaccine  vesicle  never  goes  into  suppuratioi),  ex- 
cept when  locally  irritated.    If  you  inoculate  a  yery  yoiin  <r 
rhild,  that  Ijas  not  the  sense  of  scratching  itself,  and  eate 
is  taken  by  the  nunse  not  to  injure  tlie  arm,  tfae  vesicle 
will  nevd-  pass  into  snppliration.  The  matter  contained  ia 
jt  will,  as  It  were;,  congeal ;  and  form  a  crust  similar  m 
form  to  the  original  vesicle.    In  th^  small-po5c  the  pase  .is 
different ;  the  fiuid  contaiiiiid  in  the  vesicle  #hanges  from 
1^  ljpi|Md  into  a  purulent  matter,  Thh  is  thi^  greatest  dtf- 

■  larence 
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icrcuce  which  I  have  been  able  to  discover  betwixt  the  ve- 
.bieh's  ot  the  two  di scales. 

To  this  t'  srimony  I  can  add,  that  it  is  contidently  as- 
serted, tiiat  ilic  matter  which  Mr.  Rickmao  iias  given  to 
several  practitioners  in  Portsmoiiili  and  Gosport,  lias  prov- 
ed inetlectiial ;  as  has  been  (K  nionstrated  by  subsequent 
inoculations.  For  the  sake  ol  iiumanity,  I  think  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  the  gentlemen  to  whom  this  has  happened^ 
to  come  publicly  forwarci,  and  testify  tl;»e  fact. 

On  a  question  of  such  importance  as  that  under  consi- 
deration, and  which,  in  Mr.  Goldson's  opinioUj  ''ought 
as  soon  as  possible  to  be  determined,"  no  circumstance 
should  have  been  omitted,  that  could  in  the  least  have 
elucidated  the  subject*  A  faithful  Narrative  or  Joarnal 
ought  to  have  been  civen  of  the  Cases,  in  which  the  mat^ 
tier  sent  by  the  Board  was  first  tried;  then  some  judgment 
might  have  been  formed,  whether  the  matter  had  prcniuc* 
ed^the  desired  effect  or  nou  Tlie  same  oucht  to  have  been 
.observed,  in  every  subsequent  case>  in  which  the  small- 
\>o\  was  said  to  have  taken  place  after  the  cow-pox.  To 
these  particulars,  however,  the  Author  has  paid  but  little 
attention. 

Not  a  word  is  said  of  the  five  marines,  who  were  first 
'  inoculated  w  ith  the  tuaiter.    Two  subjects,  w  ho  were  im- 
jiiediarely  inoculated  fVorn  these  five,  were  afterwards  af- 
fected wi(h  an  eruptive  disease,  wlucii  was  pronounced  to 
be  the  small-pox.    Mr.  Goldson  has  been  pleased  to  give 
the  Cases  relative  to  these  two  subjects  a  place  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  his  puni[)hlet;  ahhou^h,  in  niv  o[>inion,  an  ac- 
curate deliiKation  of  the  symptoms  wliicii  occurred,  both 
^when  they  were  supposed  to  labour  under  the  cow-pox, 
aiid  afterw  ards,  under 'the  small-pox,  would  have  greatly 
tended  to  tlie  elucidation  of  the  suhicct;  and  deserved  to 
have  been  related  the  Hrsl  of  all.   iiut  Mr.  Goldson  says» 
he  lays  no  material  stress  upon  these  cases,  nor  wishes  to 
draw  any  inference  from  them.  (p.  40.)   For  my  own  part 
,1  must  declare,  that  I  am  unable  to  draw  any;  for  the 
proofs  here  offered,  that  the  subjects  had  the  cow-pox* 
'are  equally  unsatisfactory  as  those  of  their  having- had  the 
sma)l-pox.   As  I  consider  one  case,  as  it  now  stands,  un- 
connected with  the  other  cases  related  by  Mr.  Goldson,  I 
shall  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it  here. 
.  From  one  of  the  five  marines,  Mr.  Rtckman  inoculated 
Xi^rkc  (Case  6th.)  on  Nov:  4,  1800.  Whether  this  man 
^  had  the  cow-nock  or  not,  it  is  difiicult  to  determine  ;  for 
atthough  nothing  had  bqea  SMid  of  the  appearance  of  the 

cow* 


Digitized  by  Google 


Dr.  MucdmuUd,  am  Mr.  G^ldson's  Pamphkt.  309 

pox  in  the  five  inarinc*;,  wp  fire  told  that  there  was  no 
a4>4>areiu  reason  to  suppose  that  he  had  not  received  every 
WncHt  from  it,  as  he  (Mr.  Rickman)  noticed  no  dilfor-^ 
ence  in  the  appetmace  of  ibe  mn,  or  the  tymptoms^  from 
anv  of  the  former." 

On  the  iBth  of  ^Sovember,  he  (Mr.  Rickman)  ¥aocin« 
sued  a  child,  Sarah  Smith;  as  one  of  the  pa&cture»HFa» 
nibbed  q0l  very  early,  he  did  not  think  it  projper  to  note 
this,  as  a  characteristic  case.**  (p.  41.)  Mr.  Rickman  had 
no  right  to  draw  this  conclosioa;  for  as  he  specifies  9ne  of 
the  punctmet,  it  follows  be  must  have  nuide  more  i  those, 
tbeiefore,  that  were  not  rubbed  off,  would  have  proved  a 
sufficient  preventive:,  had  the  matter  been  good. 

This  child,  however,  canght  an  eruptive  disease,  which 
was  deemed  the  small-pox.  But  Mr.  Goidson  himself  ex- 
presses some  doubts  whether  it  was  the  small-pox  ;  for,  he 
"  was  struck  with  a  peculiarity  in  their  appearance,  which 
was  extremely  evident  ou  couipiu  itiu,  them  vsiili  a  child  in 
tJie  iiuusc  adjoininc;.  In  each  thr  muuber  was  iicaily  liie 
same;  yet  tliev  were  tuoie  pioiniucnt  and  for\\aid  in  the 
one  tliari  UiL  uiiior."  (p.  4'2.)  I  Noticing  is  said  of  the  child'^^ 
eoiibtitutional  syin[)tuni^,  nor  iiow  Ions:  this  eruption  con- 
tinued. With  niatler  taken  from  this  child,  Clari<f^  was 
iaocuiated  ui>  March  24,  1802.  He  sickened  on  April  1, 
and  an  eruption  took  phice;  but  whether  this  was  the 
small-pox  or  not,  is  equally  obscure  as  in  the  former  case. 
^Ir.  Goldsoii  saw  him  as  early  as  the  third  or  fourth  day 
ai  furthest,"  and  confesses  that  the  pustules  were  more 
maturated  for  the  time  than  might  be  expected.  1  hey 
were  likewise  remarkably  conical,  an  observation  he  ha4 
made  in  the  child  from  whom  the  matter  was  taken.  The 
arm  had  at  the  same  time,  a  very  different  appearance 
from  the  common  small-pojL  arm;  as  there  was  an  unusual 
lifid  appearance  in  the  maturation  of  tlie  pttncture«^(p.4S) 
^ The  peculiar  appearance  of  the  pustules,  ci:nnccted  with 
what  he  considered  an  unusual  aspect  in  the  arm,  induced 
him  to  write  to  Dr.  Jeoner  on  the  subject,  conveying  the 
suspicions  he  entertained  at  that  time,  of  its  being  an 
anomalous  case  of  varicelfa.**  (p.  44.) 

It  is  barely  mei^tioned  that  Clarke  sickened;  but  we  arc 
not  told  how  lonL^  this  sickness  or  the  pustules  continued. 
The  only  additional  (  \  idunce  whieli  is  driven  of  its  being 
tlie  small-pox,  is,  tliat  matter  was  taki  ii  ii^iu  liim,  whicii 
produced  evident  prouiV.  n\  several  instances.  These  i>cv<. - 
ral  instances  are  not  related;  perhaps  it  [Jiodueed  such  u 
i^mall-pox,  that  every  oae  who  saw  it  wpuUl  be  §.ufpi  i/t  d 
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with  Us  peculiar  appearance,  accompanied  with  an  iin-* 
usual  aspect  in  the  arm;  the  eruptions  not  oiaturatiiig,  and 
ditappearitig  in  six  or  seven  duys,  ns  we  shall  £nd  to  have 
haptieaed  in  nmt  casea^  wbich  Mr«  Goldson  considered  to 
be  the  smalUpoxi 

Upon  the  whole  then^  from  the  inaeenrate  and  careless 
manner  in  which  this  case  has  been  described^  no  inference 
whatsoever  caQ  be  drawn. 

In  the  sane  light  I  consider  Case  iv.  and  which 
occurred  to  one  Mr.  Weymoath^  a  gentleman  who  makes 
a  very  conspicuous  iigure  in  the  pamphlet^  as  ain  antago- 
nist to  vaccine  inoculation.  No  case  of  failure  ii  qooted 
by  our  author;  but  he  calls  upon  the  authority  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  Weymouth,  who  is  always  ready  to  second  htm. 

In  Case  iv»  a  child  was  vaccinated  by  this  gentleman, 
on  March  18,  1801 ;  and  the  easiest  and  best  proof  he 
gives  of  tiio  child  having  had  the  cow-pox,  is,  "  that  the 
arm  inflamed,  and  put  on  every  appearance  ilescriUcd  by 
Wr.  Jenner/*  (p,  3^.)  But  notwithsrandini^  this,  when  the 
child  "was  inoculated,  thirteen  nioiuhs  after,  uitli  t!ip 
small-pox,  it  caught  the  disease,  became  feverish,  and  liad 
several  pustules.  Unfortunately,  however^  one  pustule 
only  maturated;  but  from  this  one  he  tiivj^ed  two  lancet§i 
and  idoculated  two  children,  both  of  whom  liad  the  ismalU 
pox  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner*  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  it;  the  pamphlet  affords  us  manv  opportunities  of 
judging  what  this  gentleman  means^  when  he  speaks  of 
having  the  small-pox  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

Case  V.  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  local  aHection  of 
the  smalUpox  after  the  cow-pox.  There  was  no  eruption 
whatsoever^  but  the  child  had  a  smart  fever.  It  is  hardly 
worth  While  to  dwell  upon  this  oase.  The  fever  wu 
dently  produced  by  the  local  irritation,  and  the  samtf 
would  have  happened  bad  the  chiM  had  the  small-pox. 
instances  of  similar  local  infections  after  the  small-pox 
are  jipon  record  without  number  |  and  to  bring  such  a  case 
fi>i  wcin!,  as  an  instance  of  small-pox  subsequent  to  vacein** 
ation,  l»etravs  no  great  information,  either  on  the  part  of 
onr  author  or  of  Mr.  Weymouth.  Mr.  Goldson  pretends 
not  to  hjy  much  stress  upon  them,  (p.  why  then  wore 
publislicd?  or,  how  can  he  expect  that  any  one  else 
V'ili  lay  mucii  stress  u|)oii  Uu  m? 

As  no  conclusions  can  be  driiwn  from  the  above  cases,  1 
shall  tnke  no  further  notice  of  ihem. 

\Vith  regard  to  tlie  oiht.  r  cases,  which  we  arc  now  iro- 
jng  to  caiisider,  ^Ue  s^e  w  aut  of  iic curacy  is  c  o  n  s  | )  i  <  u  r  > u» 
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tiiroii|{hoiit  the  whole.  We  have  every  reason  to  call  in 
question  the  purity  of  the  ihatter  which  was  used;  the 
^ooft  that  the  children  had  the  cow^pox^  «re  Indeed  too 
to  he  satisfactory ;  and  whatever  Mr.  Goldson's  era- 
ditjon  may  be^  on  other  subjects^'  his  knowledge  of  vac- 
ciaation  amonnts  to  little  more  than  nothing ;  so  that  we 
eannot  deem  his  authority  as  satisffictory.  We  must 
therefore  leave  it  undecided,  whether  the  children  have 
had  the  cow-pox  or  not;  hut  as  Mr.  (ioldson  has  given  us 
ample  proofs,  that  the  cases  whicli  he  considered  to  he 
the  small-pox,  uere  diseases  of  a  dirt'erent  dt  scription, 
\\x  shall,  in  the  subsequent  remarks,  direct  our  chief  attea- 
lion  to  that  part  of  his  pamphlet. 

Case  1,  is  of  a  child  inocuhited  wilh  the  small-pox, 
three  years  and  three  months  *Jiihse(|nontl y  to  vaccination. 
The  ejects  of  this  latter  inoculation  were  as  follows:  the 
iirms  inAained,  suppurated,  and  an  areola  was  formed 
round  the  parts«  Go  the  'iCkli^  'Hie  &uppuratton  was  ma* 
nifestly  increased,  and  the  areola"  was  hecome  ex tremelj 
6orid  and  radiated;  bearing  evident  marks  of  absorption. 
The  child  was  pale,  not  warmer  than  iisaa))  but  its  poise 
were  quicker  than  they  should  have  been,  or  than  theg 
ever  had  been  before."*  Tlicsc  fehrili^  svmptoms  prove  no- 
thinc^,  as  they  mav  proceed  from  local  irritation. 

When  Mr.  Goldson  asked  the  parents,  whether  the 
child  had  been  ill  during  the  night,  or  whether  they  had 
observed  any  kind  of  oppesuance  on  the  body.  They  in* 
stantly  shewed  him  s)x  or  se**cii  eruptions.'*  It  appears 
very  strange  to  me,  that  Mr.  Goldson  should  have  asked 
this  question ;  for  he  informs  us  that  three  of  these  pus- 
tules were  on  the  chihJ's  forehead  and  temple,  and  one  on 
his  nose.  Had  these  been  tl>e  true  small-pox  jnistules,  I 
believe  they  would  have  been  visible  enough  without  ask- 
ing. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  dny,  Mr.  Gold  so  ii  was  bent 
h>i  again  ;  an(i  he  found  the  child  in  *'ahigh  degree  of 
tever,  his  countenance  much  Hushed,  and  thci  o  was  a  con« 
siderable  efHorpscmco  un  hoih  arms,*  which  Mr.  GoldsoA 
corisidrrt'd  to  be  *^  the  rash,  which  is  observed  in  the  rno- 
culated  small-pox.  Two  or  three  eruptions,  of  the  same 
kind  as  those  ^een  in  the  morning,  were  readily  distiu* 
guished  through  the  efiiorescenee.** 

it  is  nothing  very  astonishing,  that  a  fever  should  take 

(lace  in  consequence  of  a  local  irritation ;  and  this  might 
ave  been  the  case  here.    But  there  cannot  be  the  least 
doabt,  that  the  fever  in  chis  ease  was  greatly  aggravate  i 

X4  by 


Digitized 


512    Dr.  MacdmiaU,  oa  Mr.  G0ld$(w!*  Pamphki. 

by  the  anxiety  of  the  parents ;  for  Mr.  Goltison  inforniA 
118,  that  the  friends  began  to  be  ahuniicd,  (p.  13)  ;  and  that 
lie  "perceived  the  auxleiy  of  the  parents  led  them  Ip 
watch  him  with  an  inquisitive  eye."  (p.  14)  Accordingly 
it  so  happened,  that  on  the  evening  when  Mr.  Golds<in 
was  seat  tor  in  baste,  the  child  had  been  seized  with  a 
cold  shivering,  or,  as  the  author  expresses  it,  "  wiih  a 
violent  rigor/  which  frightened  the  parcnis  so  much,  that 
they  pampered  the  ehild  with  liot  wines  imd  llannel.  "V^'e 
need  not  wonilcr,  therctorc,  lliai  Mr.  Goldson  t'oiind  hmi 
in  the  state  above  described,  with  fever,  Hushed  counte- 
nance, &c.  With  regard  to  the  account  of  the  servants, 
that  he  had  beea  delirious  the  preceding  night,  no  de* 
pendance  wbntspever  can  be  Iftid  apon  it.  Thursday  99» 
Instead  of  suppurating,  the  eiuptiona  were  covered  wiih  i| 
warty  scurf.'*  which  is  thre^  days  after  their  first  anpear* 
aac^j  and  ''tbis  eacra^itation  was  rubbed  off  oa  tbe  lollow^ 
ing  evening, 

Mr*  GoldsoQ  informs  us,  that  when  the  history  of  this 
case  reached  London,  the  opinions  of  Messrs^Hing,  Pay- 
therus.  Dr.  Wiilan,  and  the  Medical  Society  in  Bolt  Cdfin. 
differed  from  that  of  the  medical  gentlemen  in  his  pari  of 
th^  country.  They  all  agreed  that  the  attempt  to  excite 
the  smallpox  had  failed*  ''They  had  likewise  qo  doubt| 
that  |he  same  train  of  symptoms  may  be  excited  in  |»ersoDs 
w^ho  have  passed  through  the  small-pox^  eidier  in  tbe 
ciisual  manner  or  by  inoculauon.**  (p»  17*) 

Mr.  Ring^  in  his  letter  to.Mr«  Grant,  has  entered  more 
fully  upon  the  subject;  and  gived  satisfactory  proo&tbal 
the  case  in  question  was  not  the  smalUpox ;  however,  it 
appears,  that  Mr.  Goldson  has  shut  his  eyes  and  ears  to 
conviction,  and  persists  in  his  former  opinion.  He  partir 
cularly  notices  an  observation  of  Mr.  Ring,  which,  be 
says,  experience  does  not  confirm;  viz.  that  the  sudden 
disappearance  of  the  pustules  "is  a  sufticient  proof  that  it 
was  not  the  srnall-pox,  ^^h^ch  alhai/s  continues  a  longer 
tifiu'.^'  In  an  wrr  to  this,  our  autUui  pioceeds  thus:  "We 
well  know,  that  in  many  instances  the  inoeulaicd  small- 
pox does  nui  luatuiatc,  but  retires  in  a  few  days;  althotiixh 
the  patient  be  perfeetly  sen; re.  And,  as  I  betore  observed, 
one  of  the  gcntienu  n  who  saw  Mr.  Grant's  ctiild,  re- 
marked,  that  he  had  very  Intoly  inornlared  one,  nit*  re 
the  appeal  ant  e  of  erupuon  wus  not  greater  than  in  that 
instance."  (p.  19  )  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  I  eannui  .>ub- 
«?eril>e  to  tliis  o[)iUion  ot  Mr.  (ioldson  and  his  fVirnd.  Mr. 
^iiii^'s  a^ei'tiuu  ib  peiicctiy  ju&t;  tbc^  true  varioiuus  erup 
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lion  goes  through  a  regular  course,  and  always  continues 
a  longer  time ;  and  no  dependance  can  be  placed  on  an 
emptioa  which  nerer  soppurated,  and  only  lasted  three 
days.  Perhaps,  at  some  fotore  period,  we  may  hear  a 
httle  more  of  the  case  Mr,  Ooldson's  friend  speaks  of;  and 
then  the  public  will  be  entertained  with  a  marvelloos  his* 
lory  of  a  second  infection  of  the  small-pox,  in  the  same 
manner  as  we  now  are  with  our  author's  cases  of  small^pox 
subsequent  to  vaccination. 

(P.  22.)  Mr.  Goldson  "  appeals  to  the  candour  of  the 
profession,  whether  the  cases  of  eruption,  pimples,  &c. 
arising  from  inoculation,  in  persons  wno  have  passed  thro' 
the  small-pox^  were  ever  known  to  bear  any  kind  oi  pro* 
portion  t\  what  has  occurred  in  varioiovis  inoculation  after 
tlie  cow-piix  ?" 

Ihi*  quoiiiuu  is  asked  under  the  prepossession,  that 
these  pustnlcs  really  were  the  consequenee  of  inoculai ion. 
I  aiu  far  ln>ia  being  of  that  opinion ;  neither  ean  1  sul)- 
jcribe  to  the  idea,  that  the  eruption  in  this  case  wa>»  n 
sympathetic  aftoction  of  the  skin.    1  loolc  upon  it  to  have 
been  occasioned  merely  by  accidental  imeclion,  from  the 
child  having  seratchcd  itself,  as  is  daily  observed  to  liap- 
J",  ii  ill  the  cow-pox  ;  for  Mr.  fu>]d.>on  infortiis  m,  (]>.  1<£) 
that  on  Friday  the  *j3d,  the  fourth  day  after  inocuhition, 
he  "  found  the  arm  of  the  eldest  had  been  rubbed  in  tlie 
night,  and  bad  discharged  some*  lymph  on  the  linen  \*  and 
that  the  inflammation  was  considerably  increased,  in 
short,  the  child  had  scratched  its  arm,  and,  with  the  in* 
fected  nails, produced  the  few  pimples  in  question*  Again« 
i[p.{23)    During  the  night  of  Sunday,  the  inflammation  of 
the  arm  rapidly  increased."   This  is  another  proof  th^t 
some  irritation  bad  been  applied  to  the  pustule;  for  in  the 
small-pox,  as  well  as  in  the  cow-pox,  the  inflammation 
proceeds  gradually  and  sIowl3%   During  that  same  night 
the  child  was  very  restless;  which  by  the  ^rvants  was 
fermed  delirtoos.  I  am  moreover  inclined  to  adopt  thh 
opinion,  on  account  of  the  very  short  duration  of  these 
pimph^s;  and  of  their  being  so  small  that  even  Mr.  Gold* 
son,  who  was  lookinij:  out  for  them,  could  not  see  theiQ, 
till  they  were  pointed  out  lo  him. 

(P. '2 'J)  lie  iurther  ventures  **  to  appeal  to  the  candour 
of  the  most  zc  aloii^  piuanucrii  of  the  cow-pox,  whether 
this  circunisiaucc  is  hul  very  rare,  if  it  does  ever  happen, 
when  inoculation  takes  place  at  an  early  period  after  var» 
cinjit!<»n Here  1  am  rather  at  a  loss  to  nndeistand  the 
juitUui  ii  meaning*.  If  he  means  the  small-pox,  nothing 
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^ut  a  direct  Tio^ativc  can  be  given.    TF  he  n^ltidcs  to  the 
eruption;  in  the  manner  I  have  above  explained  it,  it  may 
happen  in  any  case;  but  besides,  such  a  transient  eruption 
may  be  produced  from  a  sympathetic  aflTectiou  of  the  skhij 
even  in  persons  who  have  had  the  small-pox^  and  conse- 
quently  it  may  happen  in  persons  who  have  had  the  cow- 
pox.   Or,  if  Mr.  Goldsoo  alludes  to  the  inflammation  of 
the  arm,  and  the  febrile  symptoms,  as  I  am  incHned  to 
think  he  does>  from  his  subsequent  remarks,  I  can  answer 
him  in  the  afflrmatire.   For  although,  perhaps,  no  such 
cases  may  be  found  in  Br.  Jenner^  publication,  they -are 
to  be  met  with  in  the  works  of  others.   Has  Mr,  Gofdson^ 
forgotten,  or  has  he  never  heard  of  the  case  of  a  cbtid'' 
called  Blondeau,  at  Paris;  which  happened  a  little  while 
after  vaccination  was  introduced  in  France,  and  which  his 
predecessor,  the  famous  Vaume,  laid  so  much  stress  upon, 
as  a  case  of  small-^pox  snbseqiu  tit  u>  vaccination  ?    1  need 
not  repeat  it  here,  for  \  auniL  has  taken  care  that  it  slioidd 
be  public  enough;  hut  I  (  an  relate  several  which  occurred 
in  my  own  practice,  and  one  in  particular,  ^vhich  in  Ger- 
many made  as  great  a  noise,  as  that  of  Blondeao  in 
rrance.   Among  the  first  children  I  inoculated,  were  those 
<tf  one  Borner,  a  hnrber-surgeon  in  Altona.    This  gcntU- 
man,  anxious  to  gain  reputation,  took  matter  secretly  f  rom 
his  children,  at  a  period  too  far  advanced,  and  inoculated 
several  others  in  his  neisrhbourhood.   A  short  time  after- 
wards, some  of  these  children  caught  the  small-pox,  and 
one  of  them  di(  d.   The  sensation  this  created,  can  easily 
be  conceived.  The  antagonists  to  the  practice  were  parti* 
cularly  active,  as  is  the  case  in  general ;  and,  to  make  it 
appear  of  greater  moment,  it  was  reported  that  the  mat« 
ter  was  taken  from  children  whom  I  inoculated.   After  I 
had  enquired  into  ail  the  particulars,  I  published  them  in 
the  ^Itona  Mercury ;  and  exposed  Mr.Bdrner's  ignorance. 
This  enraged  the  gentleman  so  much,  that  he  immediate- 
]y  inoculated  his  own  children  with  the  small-oox;  which 
was  about  fire  months  after  I  had  inoculatea  them  with 
the  cow-pox.    Even  at  this  early  period  after  vaccination, 
n  local  infection  took  place;  iuul  uiie  of  the  children  had 
a  slight  attack  of  fever  ;  hut  no  eruption  took  place.  Mr. 
Borner's  suhsequenl  coiuiiict  iiiny  easily  be  guessed  :  he 
'publicly  proclaimed  that  his  children  had  the  small-pox; 
and  there  were  no  Mess.  Wey mouths,  or  Seeds,  or  Hills 
wanting,  lo  siij)|Kvrt  his  cause.    Their  loquacity,  however, 
\\".\%  soon  *i!enr«*(l  hy  hetter  and  abler  judges.    Since  that 
pcitod  i  have  seen  several  other  instances  of  local  in  fee- 
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ImmI  tbe  <!oir>pox.  In  tbe  early  part  oi  my  |Mraclice  1  wa$ 
obliged  to  do  it,  for  the  fatiafketKm  of  the  pMic ;  but  latt 
terly  I  have  left  it  off  eatirdy.  The  two  last  children  I 
ffetnoenlaled  was  a  few  months  after  vaccinatioo..  I  took 
them  to  a  rootti  where  tix  ehiklren  were  confined  with  tbe 
confluent  natural  small-pox.  I  inoculated  each  child  with 
three  punctures  on  both  arms ;  and  left  them  upwards  oF 
an  hour  in  the  same  apartment,  to  breathe  the  variolated 
atmosphert.  la  both  children  ilie  punctures  took  effect; 
and  six  beautiful  pustules  were  formed  upon  their  arms. 
One  child  complained  a  little  on  the  evening  of  the 
fcevcntii  (lay,  and  vouiired.  'The  paixuts  vv<  re  inclined  to 
attribute  this  to  the  clultl's  huvinjr  tiUeii  ??onie  unripe  fruit 
that  day  ;  but  whether  it  'vas  owini^  to  lliis  cause,  or 
the  irritntion  of  the  pustules,  I  cannot  decitle;  for  the  child 
was  perfectly  well  the  next  morning,  and  on  tiie  tenth 
day,  the  pustuLea  in  both  dried  up«  without  any  fortlter 
consequence. ' 

(P.  ^)  He  sajfa^  If  the  same  had  arisen  from  on  acci- 
dental infeccion»  no  one  would  have  ventured  to  douht.'^ 
Mr*  Goldaon  is  perfectly  nmtaken^  for  such  caiea  have 
occurred  to  Dr»  Woodville^  and  to  I>r.  Bullhorn  and  Mr* 
Stromejrer  at  Hanow;  not  three  ^oars  alter  .vaccination^ 
bot  onlv  a  few  days.  The  antagonists  to  vaccination  pro» 
elaimea  that  it  was  the  small-pox*  .  Dr.  Balihorn  and  Mfv 
Stromeyeo  however^  cleared  themselves  from  this  unpnta* 
tion;  but,  being  led  astray  by  theory^  or  rather  a  precon- 
octved  idea>  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  vaccine  eruption.  I 
shall  soon  lum-an  opportnnity  of  taking  more  particular 
notice  of  these  cases. 

Case  n.  iii.  and  the  two  related  in  the  postscript,  arc 
cases  in  which  an  eruptive  disease,  considered  l>v  Mr. 
Goldson  as  small- pox,  occurred,  in  consequence  ot  expo- 
sure to  ihe  variolous  contagion,  subsequent  to  vaccination. 

Case  II.  is  of  a  child  iuur  lutinths  oUi  when  vaeeiijated; 
aud  we  are  iniornuHl,  that  since  that  period  .she  .has  not 
been  prevented  from  going  where  the  small-pox  nncrht 
have  been.  However,  she  withstood  the  variolous  mrec- 
tion,  till  .^he  wa-^  laid  in  the  same  cradle  with  a  child 
labouring  under  the  smalUpox,  three  year:i  aud  three 
months  subsequent  to  vaccination. 

Case  III.  is  relative  to  the  child,  on  whom  the  mac 
IKEuvrt  of  the  nightcap  was  performed,  but  without  suo« 
ms;  it  was^  howeveri  infected  at  school,  three  years  qftar 
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U  had  the  eow-pox«  The  two  cases  in  the  posUcnpt  are 
•aid  to  have  resisted  the  variolous  contagion  in  the  same 
wanner  for  some  time.    When  thr  children  had  the  sup* 

Sied  small  pox,  the  chiid  in  Case  it.  had  a  fever  from 
lursduy  tili  Saturday  noon;  and  on  Sunday aeven  dis» 
lifict  eraptions  appeared.   Nothing  is  mentioned  of  the 
external  character  of  the  postulea;  they  only  lasted 
dars^  and  never  maturated. 

in  Case  in.  there  were'upirards  of  a  hundred  eoqitioii^ 
aeveral  of  which  were  pustular,  and  already  far  advanced 
towards  maturation^  on  the  fourth  day  of  theempdoo;  the 
lir«»t  ci«v  on  wliich  Mr.  Goldson  saw  the  child.  They^  diied 
C'iT  ui»  early  as  the  seventh  day.  It  is  said,  that  previous  to 
the  eruption,  the  child  was  unwell  from  Wednesday  tiH 
f^attirday,  and  even  that  it  had  a  consklerahle  leveR 
liowever  thii»  fever  cannot  have  been  so  very  considerable, 
iKlhenioilicr  of  the  rhild  was  not  in  the  least  ahirmed; 
find  only  c  onsidered  it  to  arise  from  cold.  The  only  thinic 
^iu  rhought  necessary  for  the  child's  rcUef  was  to  keep  il 
Jy  bed,  and  give  it  some  diluting  drink. 

In  the  Case  related,  p.  the  child  was  feverish  iium 
Wednesday  till  Friday;  aiifl  the  eruptions  made  iheir  a|>* 
pearance  irora  Friday  till  Sundav.  -  Ihey  were  mostly 
small,  but  prominent;  and  all  ot  them,  about  twenty  in 
mtmber^  went  off  on  the  si.xth  or  seventh  day.  None  of 
tlicm  maturated,  but  some  of  them  exuded  a  small  portion 
of  lyioph ;  which  incrosted  on  the  apex,  and  gave  them  a 
warty  aspect." 

in.the  Caae  p.  68,  tiie  child  was  complaining  and  fever- 
ish from  Monday  till  Friday;  and  from  Wednesday  till 
ifotorday,  eruptionsy  twentv-fivc  in  all,  appeared.  "The 
eraption  on  the  pubis  had  a  white,  glassy  appearance,  u 
if  it  contained  a  fluid;  but  it  never  became  perfectly  pof- 
tularltkc  other  cases.  The  apices  of  moat  of  tbem  exuded 
« small  quantity  of  lymph^  which  uicmsted;  and  they  gra* 
dually  died  away  after  the  seventh  day.** 

In  support  of  his  opinion^  Mr.  Ooldson  iaformaiis,  that 
fnveral  of  the  most  respectable  practitioftera  in  his  towD» 
rfuiiong  \vhich  Messrs.  VV ey mouth,  Hill,  and  Seeds  are  not 
oniitlrd,  wore  witness  to  the  above  eases,  and  that  diey 
iUd  not  hesitate  tf»  pronounce  thein  to  be  *'thce^}ect  of 
variolous*  conta:^i«ni/' 

ITiis  all  very  well;  and  I  shall  not  contradict  these 
prntlemen.  I  myself  am  firmly  convinced,  tliat  it  wa>  inc 
I'tleci  of  variolous  contagion;  but  it  is  far  from  niv  opi- 
nion that  they  were  cascj*  of  smail«^ox^  as  Mr.  Goidsoo 
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wpposes;  ant)  I  firmly  believe^  that  under  similar  circum« 
stances^  the  same  train  of  symptoms  would  have  been  pro* 
dnoed  in  persona  who  -had  already  undergone  the  small* 
Dox.  There  is  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  tbi^ ;  for  I 
oelie¥e  it  is -well  proved,  that  although  a  person  may  have 
had  the  small-pox,  the  skin  will  retain  the  susceptibility 
of  being  infected,  when  again  exposed  to  the  variplouf 
contasion^  and  a  local  eruption  will  take  place,'  frecjuently 
atten&d  with  fever,  and  other  symptoms  of  irritutlon. 
This  eruption  has  obtained  several  denominations.  The 
French  call  it,  petite  ^l/oIc  xolantc:  the  Germans,  accord* 
ing  to  the  variety  ot"  its  cxtcriK.I  rliai lu  tt  is,  i»ave  c»i»lli  d 
h  Tcauer-pocken,  zi;iii(I-pockL  Hf  HhaaJ^pO(  ktn,  sic'inC'^poc  L  <  //, 
ijC*  tlie  English,  in  general,  have  called  it  the  rhit  ki  ij- 
pox;  and  sonietiaiei  the  spurious,  or  bastard  siiuill'j.M»\, 
In  Latin  it  has  been  styled  varicella.  But  it  siixnillei  liiiii; 
by  what  name  we  cull  it;  it  is  ^uliicient  for  us  lu  sliite, 
that  luedical  records  abound  with  rase>i  of  spurious  crup* 
tions,  produced  by  the  variolous  contusion;  wliicli,  before 
the  discovery  ot  vaccine  inoculation,  were  frequently  nuil* 
taken  for  the  sniall-pox^  and  looked  upon  as  a  ser<Mul  in^ 
fiction;  and  since  that  cUscoverjr  have  as  frequently,  eiilicr 
been  consider^  from  ignorance,  or  misrepresented  from  a 
fpirit  of  opposition,  as  cases  of  small-pox  sabseqaenc  to 
vnccination*  . 

To  obviate  any  rash  decisions  in  future^  it  will  not  be 
amiss  to  relate  a  few  instances. 

Huxham  informs  us,  that  he  has  known  several  cases  of 
fariolous  infection  in  persons  who  bad  the  small-pux  for* 
merlv,  dEtcompanied  with  a  general  erumion  verjr  similar 
to  ti^  smalUpoxt  but  not  attended  with  fever.  He  ob- 
served  this  particularly  in  nuises,  and  other  persons  at* 
tending  upon  smalUpox  patients. 

ilensler,  formerly  a  practitioner  in  Altona,  and  at  pre- 
sent a  Profcisor  of  the  University  of  Kiel,  once  a  strenu- 
ous defender  of  the  smull-pox  niULulati')n,  at  the  time 
when  thi»  practice  was  ftrsi  introduced  iiitu  Germany,  re- 
lates several  cases  of  this  description.  He  nu  ntions,  that 
a  child  had  the  small-pox  at  the  same  time  wah  an  elder 
sisitr;  that  four  years  afterwards  she  was  infected  aj^ain  by 
ayDunger  si^^ter,  who  died  of  the  sniall-p03r.  She  was  fe- 
verish for  three  days;  when  a  general  eruption  broke  out, 

I  consisting 
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consisting  of  pustules  contaiaing  a  limpid  matter;  but 
they  only  laited  five  da;^s. 

Another  similar  case  is  that  of  a  woman,  who  having 
had  the  small-pox  when  yoang,  attended  upon  one  of  het 
children  laboturing  under  Ihe  confluent  disease*  She  was 
seized  with  a  violent  (ever,  which  lasted  twenty-^fonr  hours; 
when  six  large  pustules  made  ihetr  appearance^  eontain*^ 
iiig  a  thin  piirulcnt  matter.  They  stood  eight  days;  and 
din  not  dry  up  til!  a  ( on-ioVrable  time  after. 

The  tulloNvins;  inierrsiiriL!:  rase,  related  by  the  same  au- 
thor, shews  that  ifie  vaiiolous  contagion  has  the  power  ot 
lui  ally  infecting  the  skin,  even  wlien  it  cannot  exert  its 
inHiience  upon  the  constitution.  A  lady,  who  had  one  ot 
those  constitutions  which,  iijion  every  occasion,  had  resist- 
ed the  variolous  contai^ion,  and  was  therefore  deemed  iin- 
suscepti!>]e  of  the  disenso,  when  nursii^ir  her  child  while 
labouring  under  the  small-pox,  was  accustomed  to  make 
it  lean  against  her  cheek  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  an 
eruption  of  twenty  pustules  appeared  unon  her  cheek  and 
breast.   These  pustules  disappeared  in  rour  days.* 

The  same  is  corroborated  by  Hufeland,  who  saya  he  has 
frequently  observed,  during  an  epidemic  small  pox,  that 
when  children,  who  never  had  the  tmall^pox,  slept  with 
others  labouring  under  that  disease,  instead  of  being  in- 
fected with  the  real  imall-pox,  they  were  onl^  attacM 
with  a  spurious  eruption.  This  emplioil,  he  inibfois  as, 
was  attended  with  fever,  and  consisted  of  pustules  contains 
ing  purulent  matter;  but  as  they  did  not  go  tbrongh  their 
regular  course,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  prononqce  theni 
spurious ;  and  the  event  proved  he  had  not  been  mistaken, 
for  several  of  these  children  afterwards  calix^ht  the  real 
small-pox,  and  some  even  during  the  same  epideniicf 

This  spurious  eruption,  proceeding  liorn  varioh)US  infec- 
tion, hai  been  more  frequently  uiistuken^for  the  sm«II-pox 
than  wc  are  aware  of.  Tluis,  there  are  several  eiises  of 
eruption  subsequent  to  vaccination,  to  he  foinul  in  Df. 
VVoodviUe's  Report,  which  have  hren  erroneotjslv  taken 
for  the  sinall-pox  from  previous  infection;  uht-ii,  in  fact, 
they  are  nothing  more  than  eruptions  of  the  «amc  nature 

as 
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fl^  fhose  above  related.    The  iuiio\?ing  are  the  cases  I  ui- 

Klcliard  I'ayne,  (Case  !v.)  tenth  diiy.  The  pustule  was 
surruunded  with  a  dark  inHniiiinatory  circie. <  iutieeuth 
(iavy  five  pustules  made  tlieir  appearance. 

William  Mundy,  (Case  xv.)  tliirteenih  day.  The  pustule 
was  surrounded  with  an  extensive  etHorcsccnce  in  tlie 
form  of  a  circle.  About  the  fourteenth  day,  there  appeared 
lereral  pustules  upon  his  neck  and  back;  they  dis;ip<r 
peered  hoM  cvrr  in  two  or  three  days,  without  snppurAtton* 

Hannah  Hull  and  Sarah  UuU«  (Cases  xxxi.  ana  xxxii.) 
In  these  two  sisters,  tlie  disease  terminated  far  more  favor- 
ably than  in  their  brother  William  Hull ;  for  in  both  cnses^ 
the  pustule  was  flurrounded  with  an  efRorescence  on  the 
eleveoth  day;  and  the  number  of  pustuks  that  appeared 
taboth^  waa  not  at  all  to  be  compared  with  those  which  ap>. 
peaied  in  their  brother;  the  symptoms  which  accompanied 
the  erapoon  in  them  were  likewise  of  much  shorter  d|ira» 
tkm  than  in  their  brathei. 

Maria  Bf  unrell>  (Case  xxxix.)  tenth  day.  The  pustule 
was  sufTOunded  with  a  diffused  efflorescence*  Twelfth  day, 
about  twenty  pustules  appeared.  Fourteenth  day^  the  pus- 
tales  appear  to  dry  up. 

^  Richard  Colloway^  (Case  xliv.)  twelfth  day.  An  extent 
site  shining  redness  surrounded  the  pustule.  At  the  same 
time  some  pustules  appeared ;  their  number^  however,  did 
not  exceed  twenty. 

Peter  Peters,  (Case  txxxi.)  The  efflorescence  appctired 
on  the  eleventh  day;  twenty-four  pubiules  appeared,  which 
were  «11  very  small. 

Sarah  Hat,  (Case  i,xx\vi.)  cleventli  day.  The  pnstule 
was  stinouuiied  w  ith  efflorescence.  The  number  ui  pustuics 
which  appeared  wai  about  forty .f 

The  efhorescence  which  surrounded  the  pu-tnles  in  all 
these  cases  evidently  prove,  that  no  previous  iult  ciion  had 
taken  place;  and  that  the  cow-pox  had  exerted  all  its 
influence  upon  the  system.  With  reiinrd  to  the  siibseqiietii 
erupti(m«  it;evidently  appears  horn  the  shortut'sa  of  ih(  ir 

duration. 


*  Not  liavini;  a  ro|iv  o1  the  I'.nolisli  originnl  V>v  i!,r,  T  iiin  nl»Iizcc!  to 
content  myself  wicti  traiisiauii^  the  toilowing  exuacih  troiu  notes  uikeii 
me  MOM  jears  agQ  from  a  Ueniian  cop^  ot  Dr.  Woodville's  Reports.  It 
euinat,  therefore,  be  expected,  that  I  anul  bit  precisely  on  the  ssiae  words 
«Wi      WoodviUa  his  Mfe  vMof. 

t  Bepofts  afa 80nss«r  IhoQiihaMNM^  &e.  by  WtUiam  Woodrtlle,  M.  D. 
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duration,  their  smallness  in  size  and  nuiaber,  that  it  vrai 
not  the  suiall-pox,  altliough  there  cannot  be  the  lea>i 
douht  that  they  proceeded  iVotn  exposure  to  the  vuiioiou^ 
contagion. 

fn  the  same  light  I  look  upon  tlic  emptioh  mentioned 
by  Dr,  Ball  horn  unci  Mr.  Stromejer,  which  these  gentle- 
men mistook  for  ;v  subsequent  suppurative  vaccine  crup- 
lioii  (tnijjlian  vaccine  $ub6t<j acute  mppnrativv) ;  for  in  the 
cases  ill  wliieh  it  appeared,  there  were  chihlren  in  tiie 
neighbourhood,  and  even  In  the  same  house,  labouring  un- 
der the  small-pox.  An  antagonist  to  vaccine  inoculation, 
at  Hanover,  pul)lishefl  in  Ilufcland's  Practical  .lournah 
vol.  X.  p.  i)^C)y  one  of  those  cases  as  an  instance  of  small- 
pox subsequent  to  vaccination;  and  Mr.  Ring  considers 
them  as  cases  of  suiall-pox  vfrom  previous  infection.*  In 
justice  however  to  Dr.  Bailborn  and  Mr.  Stroiueyer,  whatp 
loever  may  have  becu  tbcir  error,  in  supposing  it  to  be  a 
'  suppurative  vaccine  eruption,  I  think  uiey  have  cteariy 
proved,  that  it  was  not  the  small-pox;  for  ihey  inform 
that  when  tlie  children  had  the  cow-pox,  the  pustules  on 
the  arms  were  surrounded  by  an  efflorescence ;  which  could 
tiot  have  taken  place  had  they  been  previously  infected 
with  the  small-pox.  With  regard  to  tlie  eruption^  it  re* 
SembUd  the  chicken -pox«  and  was  very  different  from  the 
small-pox,  for,''  1.  The  pustules  on  this  eruption  were  not 
so  broad  as  in  the  small-pox.  £•  The  matter  contained  in 
'them  was  more  lymphatic  than  purulent.  3.  The  number 
was  smaller  than  is  generally  the  case  in  small-pox.  4. 
They  had  no  depression  in  their  apex,  as  is  the  case  in 
the  small-pox  belbre  th^y  suppurate.  5.  The  scabs^  which 
remained  for  some  time  after  th^  pustules  dried  up^  were 
smalleri  thinner^  and  had  a  yellow  colour;  whereas  dbe 
Scabs  in  the  small-pox  are  of  a  brownish  colour.  6.  Some 
days  after  they  dried  up,  which  glrnerally  happened  about 
the  sixth  or  seventh  day,  hard  lumps  appeared  on  the  spots 
which  had  been  covered  by  the  pustules :  7.  Which  lumps 
at  last  went  otf  without  leaving  the  smallest  mark  behind; 
and  nothing  remained  but  brownish  sput^,  which  di^ip- 
peared  after  striTie  time.'^'f 

ft  IS  rather  aurprizin^  that  Dr.  Ballhorn  and  Mr.  Stro- 
ng yer  should  have  mistaken  the  nature  of  this  eruptiou; 
fur  i  have  ao  waero  met  wiiii  iiuy  dc^^cripiiun,  where  the 

disiineiioiT* 


4  Traite  de  frnoculoticm  Vaecins,  Sre.  pM*  M.  Mllidni^  M.D4  Medtda 
d<*  la  Cour,  fit  Mr,  Slroinev«lr,  Chirargien  de  la  Cour  a  litOOfTe,  1801. 
•  I^M  Trcaiilt  OH  tlie  Cow^  <icc  byrJ.Uiiig^  Part  It  p.7^S&f^ 


Digitized  by  Coogl^ 


Df*  Maedonald,  on  Mr.  Goldwn^t  Pamphlet.  321 

distinctioas  between  the  chicken-pox  and  the  8mali*pox 
are  so  well  marked. 

That  the  cases  related  by  Mr.  Goldson  are  perfectly  of 
the  same  nature,  will  appear  more  evident  from  the  fol- 
lowing considerations. 

I,  This  eraption  was  of  a  mnch  shorter  duration  than  is 
observed  in  the  true  small-pox.  Case  ii.  terminated  ita 
course  in  five  days ;  and  the  remaining  cases  in  seven  days. 
Thus,  about  the  period  that  this  eruption  di8apt)eared/the 
real  smalUpox  would  hardly  have  begun  to  maturate.  ^ 

H.  Noiitj  of  them  ever  maturated,  Case  in.  excepted; 
but  jri  this  case  the  eruption  was  too  forward ;  for  Mr. 
Goldson  ill  forms  us,  that  as  early  as  the  fourth  day,  several 
were  pusLular,  and  w^ell  advanced  towards  maturation  :  in- 
deed, they  were  so  far  advanced,  that  in  three  days  after, 
the  whole  of  thcjii  had  disappeared.  But  even  maturation 
would  be  no  pi  uof  of  its  having  been  the  small^pox,  for  in 
several  of  the  cases  of  spurious  eruption  above  relatedj 
the  pustules  contained  purulent  matter. 

III.  As  these  cases  never  maturated,  they  never  could 
have  passed  through  the  regular  stages^  so  well  marked  \n 
the  small-pox  even  in  its  mildest  form.  About  the  tliird 
or  fourth  day  of  the  fever^  eruptions  make  their  appear* 
ance ;  firsts  in  the  form  of  small  red  8pot8>  hardly  elevated. 
These  gradually  increase  in  size;  and  after  two  or  three 
days  more^  form  a  small  vesicle,  which  is  surrounded  by  a  • 
circular  inflamed  margin,  and  contains  a  clear  lini[>id 
fluid.  For  the*  three  or  four  succeeding  days  th(;  pustules 
become  larger,  more  elevated,  and  acquire  their  proper 
figure  and  size.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  the  clear  limpid 
fluid  contained  in  the  vesicle,  is  cnanged  into  a  purulent 
matter.  After  a  few  days  more  the  pustules  break,  and 
discliarge  their  uiani  r;  which  is  formed  into  a  crust  uj)oii 
their  surtace;  and  hibtlv,  af  u  i  some  time,  these  crusts  fall 
off,  and  leave  leddisli  biuwii  ^pots  on  the  skin  below.  Had 
any  of  Mr.  Goldson's  cases  gone  through  such  a  regular 
course  as  this,  1  believe  lie  would  have  done  so  much  jus- 
tice to  his  own  cause,  as  not  to  have  omitted  that  circuui- 
stance. 

IV.  Neither  in  Case  ii.  or  ni.  is  any  thing  said,  with 
regard  to  the  external  characters  of  tlie  ^>ustules;  but  in 
the  cases  related  in  the  postscript,  Mr.  Goldson  touches 
upon  this  point;  and  gives  us.  evident ^ proofs,  that  they 
were  not  tne  small-pox.  The  eruptions  were  smalt,  pro- 
minent, and  had  a  wnitish  glassy  appearance,  as  if  th(  y 
contained  a  flaid;  they  exuded  a  small  quantity  oit  Ivmpii, 
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which  encrusted  on  tfae  apexi  and  gave  them  a  warty  op* 
pearance.  If^  at  the  same  time  we  take  into  consideration^ 
that  they  never  maturated,  and  only  stood  seven  days;  we 
can  no  longer  doubt  but  they  were  cases  of  genaine  vaii- 
cella. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  ur^ed,  lliat  a  fever  of  three  or  more 
days  duration  occurred  in  these  cases.  True,  but  this  does 
not  prove  t|iat  it  was  the  small-pox»  The  fever  here,  was 
produced  by  the  general  irritation;  and  happens  frequently 
in  these  spurious  eruptions,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  casts 
related  hy  Hensk  r.  ilurelanfl  says,  he  has  seen  such  cases 
attended  with  fever,  and  a  violent  delirium;  and  adds,  that 
even  a  scconrhiry  fever  proves  noihin!^;  for  that  it  frc- 
quentlj'  i'^  wiiutin?:^  in  the  true  siiiall-pox,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  oiten  ub^rved  m  the  spurious,  in  consequence  of 
irrif  ntion,* 

The  greatest  ohjection,  li()\vever,  made  against  us  will 
be,  that  Mr.  Goldson  took  matter  tVom  Case  in.  ahout  the 
end  of  the  hith  day;  and  charged  four  lancets,  with  which 
four  children  were  inoculated. 

We  shall  therefore  pay  particular  attentioa  to  tfae  re* 
suit  of  these  inoculations. 

Mr.  Goldson's  own  patient  was  a  delicate  child,  about 
six  months  old.  It  had  considerable  fever  and  rash;  which 
was  preceded  by  two  or  three  convulsions;  when  he  eeuM 
not  discover  more  than  eight  or  ten  erupttonst  four  of 
which  maturated,  and  all  went  off  on  the  seventh  day. 

Of  the  children  inoculated  by  Messrs.  Weyaioath  and 
Coo[)cr,  one  had  fifty,  the  othef  more  than  a  hundred  pus- 
tules; these  likewise  went  off  in  seven  days. 

The  subject  inoeulated  by  Mr.  Seeds,  was  a  strong  and 
plethoric  child  ai  the  breast;  it  had  considerable  fever, 
with  <\\tensive  rash,  .nid  more  than  a  thoiisaiul  pustules; 
most  ut  whicli  did  lioLturn  till  the  ninth  oi  tenth  day. 

That  inr)rl)id  matter,  whatever  may  be  its  natore,  vhen 
introduced  into  the  liutnan  frame,  ^^hould  produee  a  -ieries 
of  morbid  symptouiN,  i'*  natural  to  expect.  When,  there* 
fore,  sucli  matter  was  inn  odneed  into  the  body  of  a  deli- 
cate child,  only  six  months  old,  we  need  not  be  surprised 
jEit  its  having  fever  and  convulsions. 

With  regard  to  tlie  children  inoculated  by  Messrs. 
Weymouth  and  Cooper,  no  mention  is  made  that  they  had 
any  fever.    If  they  had  any,  Mr.  Goldson  would  have 
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meDtioned  it ;  for  lie  is  very  partiruKir  In  taking  notice  of 
this  s>vni[)loni  in  his  own  case,  and  in  thai  of  Mr.  Seeds. 
^Ve  tliLTetorc  must  conclude,  that  these  were  cases  of 
small-pox,  similar  to  those  that  ooce  raged  in  France,  in 
the  time  of  £ttRiaiko  who  very  gravely  tells  u»|  lhat  the 
•maii-pox  in  France  is  not  accompanied  with  fever. 

The  child  iaocnlaied  by  Mr.  Seeds  bad  more  than  a 
thousand  paatules.  If  these  pustules  were  of  the  common 
size  of  small-pox>  this  ohiUl,  who  was  only  eight  months 
dd,  mast  have  been  covered  from  top  to  toe ;  so  that  I 
eaanot  eoaoeive  how  it  was  possible  for  Mn  Goldson  to 

.  distinguish  the  extensive  rash  be  uiks  of.  However^  ia 
sKch  violent  cases  of  small-pox^  there  are  in  general  other 
symptoms  atteoding  it,  which  are  not  mentioned  here; 
such  as,  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  upon  pressure, 
swelling  of  the  face,  and  afterwards  of  the  hands  and  feet, 
secondary  fever,  dischare^c  of  saliva,  hoarseness,  dirticulty 
of  swallowin^r,  8vc.  But  we  need  not  wonder  at  all  this; 
the  effect  thv^n  inoculations  produced  was  as  mu(h  as 
could  well  be  expected :  the  matter  was  taken  from  a  case 
of  varicella,  which  terminated  its  course  in  seven  days, 
and  pioduced  a  disease  which  likewise  terminated  in  seven 
days,  in  three  cases  out  of  four.  That  the  eruption  in  the 
fourth  case  was  protracted  two  days  longer,  is  only  an  ao 
ciderual  circumstance,  and  easily  accounted  for,  the  child 
heing  strong  and  plethoric.  But  independent, of  this^  the 
number  of  pustules,  and  their  duration^  by  no  means  prove 
that  it  was  the  smalUpox*  I  have  frequently  witnessed 
cases  of  varicella,  where  the  pustules  were  as  numerous, 
lasted  a  longer  time,  and  left  marks  behind  like  the  small- 
pox.. Lest  my  autliority  should  be  deemed  insufhcient,  I 
diall  quote  that  of  an  abler  judge.  Mr.  Ring,  in  his  Tfea* 
tise  on  the  Cow-po%,  p.  fA%  mentions,  that  many  persons 
have  seen  the  chicken-pox  in  some  measure  confluent; 
and  that  he  himself  has  known  a  considerable  number 
leave  a  cie'atrix  behind.  In  p.  8.35,  he  relates  an  instanoe 
of  a  child,  in  which  tne  eruption  was  not  complete  until 
the  tenth  day ;  and  the  last  vesicle  did  nut  disappear  till 

'  the  fouiteeiuli. 

These  last  inoculations,  therefore,  with  matter  taken 
from  Case  3d.  instead  of  removing  our  doubts,  only  leud 
to  iticrease  them  ;  and  give  us  convincing  proofs  of  Mr. 
Goldi,on*s  mistaken  notions.  Should  he  persist  in  them, 
and  reason  be  now  insufficient,  time  will  probably  con- 
vince him  of  his  errors  when  it  is  too  late,  when  the  nn- 
fortuoate  subjects  of  these  experimenis  will  be  snatciied 

Y  2  away 


Digitized  by  Google 


SQ4     Dr,  Macdonald,  on  Mr.  Goldson  ^  Fampidct* 

away  from  their  deluded  parciiLs,  and  fall  victims  to  that 
<lire  disease  the  sinalU[>ox. 

Should  this  indeed  miforiuiiatcly  take  place,  it  would 
not  be  the  Hr^t  nine  that  thousands  have  been  deceived  ia 
this  respect,  lium  Ijaving  paid  too  little  attention  to  the 
distinctions  beiween  the  vnriula  and  varicella:  and  when 
^'e  et)Jl^lllt  nudical  records^,  we  too  ol ten  meet  w  ith  blun- 
ders, wiiicli  reject  little  honour  ou  the  proiessiou.  Mr, 
ilii)'^  has  related  several  case^  of  this  dciicription  :  and  if 
Mr.  fj'oldson  had  cwnsulted  them,  pcrha(is  he  would  have 
been  rallu  r  uiorc  cireuuispect  in  making;  experiments. 
AmouL^  olht^rs,  there  are  two  cases  communicated  by  Mr 
Paytherus,  where  an  elderly  surgeon  inoculated  bis  grand- 
daughter with  supposed  variolous  matter ;  "  and  showed 
the  case  to  his  friendLsj  as  one^of  very  mild  small-pox.  Mr. 
Paytherus  bavinir  expressed  his  doubts  whether  the  disor- 
der was  the  smalUpox,  gave  great  oficnce*  A  boat  three 
years  after,  the  young  lady  had  the  small-pox  of  the  co&- 
•frjcnt  kind/' 

This  man  of  Ross  pronounced  another  case  of  chick* 
en-pox,  concerning  w  hich  he  was  consulted*  to  he  a  case 
of  small-pox.  INI  r.  Pay therus  informed  the  parents^  it  was 
nothing  but  the  chicken-pox ;  and,  inoculating  the  patient 
soon  afterwards  witli  proper  matter^  produced  the  small- 
pox." . 

'  Mr.  Ring  adds  another  melancholy  instance,  which  oc- 
curred  in  town  some  years  ago.  A  lady,  who  was  going 
nhroad,  had  her  daughter  inoculated  by  one  of  those  im- 
postors  whoj  having  swept  out  a  drug-shop  for  some  years, 
called  himself  an  apothecary.  When  the  young  lady  re- 
turned to  England,  she  caught  the  small-pox,  and  died."* 
•  Dr.  Lettsom,  in  his  observations  on  the  cow-pox,  as 
quoted  by  Mr.  Ring,  observes,  that  he  had  lately  attended 
two  young  person^  under  the  suiall-po\,  each  aii  only 
child  of  consi(hrahK'  Tamily,  who  had  bccii  iiiucuiaied 
two  or  three  vrars  hi  lore  by  respectable  men  ;  and  iIr' 
motliers  otlhe  chilurc  n  .>hvv.iil  luiii, ''what  they  (  oneeivcd 
to  hv  the  marks,  or  pilling,  tioin  the  inoculated  >uiall-po.\. 
Happily  they  both  recovered  tVoiii  jni  minir  erupUoa 
the  disease;"  hnt,  he  adds,  ** 'J  wo  relation.^  I  uuce  claimed, 
wiio  were  m-K  ulated  with  matter  supposed  to  be  varioluu^, 
by  an  euiuieat  inocuiatoo  afterwards  caught  the  smaii- 
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pox,  and  to  one  of  them  it  proved  fataU'^'  I  could  add 
aeveral  other  cases>  which  have  happened  in  our  times. 

Bat  we  need  not  confine  ourselves  to  our  own  times;  we 
find  such  cases  in  older  authors.   Monro  the  grandfather, 
IB  bis' history  of  the  small-pox  inoculatioh  in  Scotland, 
says,  that  he  knows  several  instances  of  the  bastard  kinds 
of  small -pox,  as  he  calls  thoiii,  havin;-"  Incn  mislaken  for 
the  true  sill. ill-pox.    Both  Cullcii  aiul  lltbcrdini  maintain 
tliat  iiudic  ;il  men  wt  re  often  deceived  by  the  rliicken- 
pox,  from  iis  assuming  the  a|)[)L-arance  ot  the  small-pox. 
rritze,  in  his  Mctlical  Annals,  says,  be  has  seen  st»  ^reat 
asuaiiarity  beiuccu  tiie  chieken-pux  and  sniall-pox,  that 
he  had  very  nearly  been  led  into  a  mistake,  and  taken 
matter  from  ihcm.    Bond,  in  his  defence  of  the  small-pox 
inoculation,  maintains,  that  if  proper  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  did'erence  between  the  true  and  spurious  small- 
pox^ it  would  have  saved  the  lives  of  thousands.  Eisner, 
in  bis  remarks  upon  the  smal)-pox  inoculation,  cautiona 
us  to  be  on  our  guard  not  to  mistake  for  the  real  small* 
pox,  that  species  of  spurious  small-pox,  which  sup[)uratcs 
and  can  be  propagated  by  inoculation  ;  hut  which  will  by 
no  means  prevent  an  attack  of  the  true  small<pox.  Con- 
damine  maintained,  that  the  distinctions  of  eruptive  dis* 
eases  were  far.  from  being  ascertained.   Tralles  made  no 
scruple  to  sav,  that  he  believed  a  physician  mitiht  be 
deceived,  ani  take  the  chicken-pox  for  the  smml-pox. 
Schultz  relates  an  anecdote  of  Gaubius,  that  once  an 
eruptive  disease  was  shown  to  him^  which  he  declared  not 
to  be  the  small-pox;   upon  which  another  person  re- 
proached him  that  he  did  not  know  what  the  small-pox 
was.    The  event  however  proved,  that  (iaubius  was  not 
mistaken;  as  the  patient  afterwards  caught  the  real  disease. 

Cases,  therefore,,  are  not  waiumg  to  prove,  how  often 
errors  of  tliis  sort  have  been  committed;  and  ii  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  in  the  least,  that  from  sueh  a  want  of 
knowledge,  the  idea  should  have  arisen  of  persons  having 
the  smali-pox  twice.  There  are  other  cases  on  n-eord, 
which  have  led  to  tlie  same  erroneous  opinion;  and  it  will 
perhaps  not  be  amiss  to  consider  some  of  them  here.  The 
Hrst  I  shall  take  notice  of,  are  cases  of  spurious  eruptions, 
produced  by  inoculations  with  matter  from  the  true  small* 
pox.  ' 

Y  3  Dr.  Jenner 
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Dr.  Jenner,  in  his  first  Treause^  relates  an  imtance  a 
gentleman^  who  used  to  carry  about  bim  variolous  matter, 
received  on  Unt  or  cottoUj.  and  pot  into  a  pbial  wbile  in  s 
fluid  stale.  The  warmth  of  his  pocket  produced  putrefac* 

lion.    Hence^  although  inflammation,  swelling  ot  the  ax« 

ilhuy  glands,  fever,  and  sometimes  eruptions,  were  ex- 
cited,  yei  lIic  uutortuiiate  patients  ^ve^c  subject  to  tUe 
feiiiail-pox  as  before;  and  many,  wlu)  tbcni^liL  iluinselvea 
in  perfect  security,  fell  victims  to  that  homble  disease. 

Dr.  Jenner  mentions  other  case*:,  which  occurred  to  Mr. 
Earle,  surgeon,  at  Frampton  upon  Severn.  Tliis  gentle- 
man took  matter  frotii  a  pustule  too  Far  advaneed,  and  in-» 
ocubued  five  persoiis  with  it.  In  all,  the  arms  intiumed, 
with  fever,  and  swelling  in  the  axilla.  About  the  ninth 
day,  an  eruption  appeared  ;  which,  however,  dried  away 
sooner  than  usual.  Four  of  these  persons  afterwards  caught 
the  small-pox  in  the  natural  way,  one  of  whom  died,  three 
recovered,  and  the  other,  being  cautioned  by  Mr.  Karle  tq 
avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  chance  of  cinching  it,  esv 
caped  the  disease  through  life. 

A  similar  circumstance  aealn  occurred  tp  this  gentle^ 
man.  He  inoculated  three  cnildren  with  matter  procure4 
by  another  person.  The  arms  inflamed  pio[)er]y  ;  feve? 
and  pain  in  tlie  axilla  came  on;  and  in  ten  diws  eruption^ 
appeared,  which  disappeared  in  two  days,  fieing  some- 
what alarmed  for'the  safety  of  these  patients,  from  a  simi- 
larity of  their  cases  to  those  already  mentioned,  he  inoen- 
lated  them  a  second  time  with  matter  in  its  most  perfect 
state;  in  eou'^equence  of  which,  they  all  took  the  infec- 
tion of  the  snnill-pox  aijain,  and  all  had  a  lull  burthen. 

Similar  eases  oi-eurred  to  Bund,  iii  iiis  own  practice. 
He  iuoeulaled  several  children  with  matter,  which,  a-  af- 
terwards appeared,  liad  und»"r'j:one  a  d»tcoin[)(>^itiun.  T  1  l 
children  all  had  a  spijrious  dihtase.  He  inoculated  them 
afterwards  with  piuper  matter,  and  they  iiad  the  croc 
small-pox. 

in  all  these  ea'^e;^,  the  matter  was  eitlirr  taken  at  too 
late  a  period,  or  had  sufi'ercd  a  decomposuion ;  but  there 
are  cases  related,  where  matter  in  its  most  perfect  state 
was  used,  aud  stili  produced  a  spurious  small-pox.  Thus 
Bond  mentions,  that  at  one  time  be  inoculated  live  per* 
sons  with  t'resh  matter,  and  all  five  got  a  spurious  small- 
pox. At  anotlier  time,  be  saturated  a  thread  with  vario- 
lous matter,  and  inoculated  several  persons  with  it,  all  of 
whom  had  the  true  small-pox.  Part*  nowevef,  of  the  sarnie 
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hrcad  lie  sent  to  his  brother,  who  inoculated  twelve  per- 
sons with  it^  and  all  had  a  sparious  sm ail-pox.* 

Eisner  observes^  that  aoine  experimeots  prove  th^t  mat« 
ter  taken  from  the  true  small-pox,  when  inserted  into  the 
body  of  some  subjects,  uudergoes  such  changes  as  to  pro-* 
duce  an  eruption,  which  pursues  the  course  of  the  spuri* 
ous  smali-pox ;  but  tba^  in  these  cases,  such  an  eruption 
does  not  preyent  an  attack  of  the  true  small-pox*  He  adds 
the  following  observation.  Whatever  is  observed  in  the 
artificial  infection  by  inoculation,  holds  true  in  the  natural 
iofectlon;  and  the  variol<Mis  matter^  under  certain  circum- 
stances, may  be  so  much  weakened,  as  to  produce  a  spu* 
nous  eruption  instead  of  the  true  small-pox.t 

Vogel  says,  it  is  certain  tliat,^rter  the  inoculation  with 
the  true  sinall-pox  matter,  sometimes  a  species  ot  spurious 
smal]*pox  is  produced,  which  is  no  preventive  ut  tlie  re- 
currence of  the  dista!>ie.  He  adds,  this  proves  that  the 
system  is  not  always  prepared  to  produce  tiic  tiue  small- 
pox.t 

Cu^ison  asserts  the  same,  and  relates  an  instance  where 
he  saw  two  children  inoculated  with  the  most  genuine 
sraall-pox  matter.  The  arms  indamed  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, attended  with  fever,  vomiting,  3tc.  on  the  seventh 
day,  which  was  followed  by  an  eruption  that  did  not  ma- 
tyrate*  The  gentleman  who  had  performed  the  inocula* . 
lion,  was  perrectly  satisfied  that  the  children  had  under- 
gone the  true  disease ;  the  more  so,  as  he  had  taken  mat- 
ter from  the  arms  of  these  children,  and  inoculated  others 
with  it  successfully.  The  event,  however,  proved  that  he 
was  mistaken ;  fgr  these  children  afterwards  caught  the 
small-pox  in  the  natural  way.  |] 

The  hiat  cases  I  shall  consider,  which  have  led  to  the* 
idea  of  a  second  infection  af  the  small-pox,  are  either 
those  in  which,  from  improper  treatment,  an  imperfect 
eruption  has  taken  place,  or  where,  by  a  supervening  di»» 
ease,  the  smaW-pox  has  been  for  a  while  suspended.  In 
the  HrAt  nis{anee,  tlie  matter  retained  will  aiterwards  iind 
its  way  outwards,  sometimes  in  the  form  ot  abscesses,  Ina 
mo^  frec^ueiuiy  tn  that  ot  an  eruption  perfectly  siunlar  tu 

the 


*  Vertlieidegung  Aer  K  nprropfunj;  der  Riattero,  s.  63. 
t  Ein  I'luir  Worte  T  brr  (J.f  InuculuUuu,  s.  47» 
I  lUadtiucl),  kc.  Th.      4.  lu. 
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the  real  9m  til -pox.  In  the  latter,  the  small-pox  will  re* 
appear,  and  tinish  its  regular  coarse  as  soon  as  the  super- 
vening  disease  has  ceased  to  exert  its  inflaeDce  upoa  the 

system. 

Sidobre  relates  an  instaoce  of  a  lady  of  quality,  who, 
after  such  an  imperfect  eruption  of  the  small-pox,  was  not 
only  attacked  with  fistulous  sores,  but  affected,  during  the 
period  of  eighteen  months,  with  an  eruption  similar  to  the 
small-pox  ;  and  a  fresh  crop  of  pustules  used  to  break  out 
5igain,  as  soon  as  the  formeu  haci  fallen  off. 

De  IJaen  mentions,  that  a  boy,  three  years  old,  after 
a  severe  and  ill  treated  small-pox,  coimii'ied  to  be  in  a 
weak  state  of  health  ;  that,  fortunately,  an  abscess  was 
foinicd  on  his  breast,  which  for  some  months  coiitiaui  d 
to  discharge  a  quantity  of  matter.  Ailer  this,  the  child 
began  to  recover;  and  in  a  short  space  of  time,  an  erup* 
tion  [lerfectly  similar  to  the  smull-pox^  again  made  its  ap- 
pearance. 

}I(  nsler  corroborates  the  sam<^ ;  he  mentions,  that  a 
child  had  the  smail-pox  in  so  mild  a  form,  as  to  require 
no  confinement.  He  saw  the  child  three  weeks  after:  the 
pustules  were  then  dried  up ;  the  crust,  however,  did  not 
fail  off^  but  adhered  to  the  skin  below,  and  discharged  a 
sanies  which  excoriated  the  parts  immediately  surround- 
ing it.  They  itched  considerably;  and  the  child  was  fre^ 
ful.  Hensler  ordei^d  the  parents  to  give  him  from  time 
to  time  a  mild  laxative ;  nevertheless,  four  days  after,  the 
child  sickened  again,  and -an  eruption  appeared,  which  in 
some  places  was  confluent.  After  the  eruption  dried  up, 
this  unfortunate  sufferer  died  of  pneumonia. 

This  author  likewise  relates,  that  two  boys  canght  the 
infection  from  an  elder  brother,  who  laboured  under  the 
small-pox.  The  eldest  l^came  feverish  on  the  3d  of  .la- 
nuary  17(3'2,  and  continued  so  till  the  lOth,  when  ^inallred 
spots  made  their  appearance.  On  the  11th,  they  wt  re  ele- 
vated. On  the  14th,  they  were  filled  with  matter:  and  about 
the  ifiiii,  they  b*.  i^an  to  dry  up;  the  scabs,  liowt  vcr,  re- 
mained lor  a  long  while  after.  Hince  that  time,  tlie  boy  con- 
tinued more  or  less  siekly  rill  the  beginning  of  April,  when 
h**  became  liverish  ni^uin  ;  aiid  alter  two  clays  an  eruption 
appeared,  consisting  ot  large  pustules,  surrounded  by  little 
or  no  indanimation.  I'hey  were  broad  and  flat,  and  filled 
with  a  yellow  purulent  matter.  They  dried  upveryslow- 
Jy.  In  ihe  yoimgest  the  fever  took  place  at  the.same  time 
with  that  of  the  eldest;  but  he  had  i'ewer  eruptions.  When 
tUcse  dried  up,  a  new  crop,  succeeded ;  and  this  successioo 
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of  fresh  crops  con^ing^  and  going  c^aiiij  continued  tiH 
April ;  when  the  last  and  most  copious  eruption  took  place* 

Hvteland  relates  several  instances  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. He  is  of  opinion  that  the  antiphlogistic  regimen, 
carried  into  extremes,  too-  great  exposure  to  cold  air,  and 
the  abuse  of  mercurial  purgatives,  have  been  the  causes 
which  have  produced  them.  He  has  once  seen  itocca* 
sioned  by  a  strong  emetic,  given  at  the  beginning  of  the 
disease.  He  likewise  mentions  several  instances,  where 
the  measles,  the  scarlet  fever^  &c.  had  suspended  the 
small-pox  for  several  days  ;  and  two  cases  of  inocula- 
ted sinali-pux,  where  the  arms  properly  inflamed^  accom- 
paiiietl  by  fever,  and  eruptions  of  small  red  spots,  together 
with  a  strong  variolous  siuell;  yet  a  stop  was  put  to  the 
farther  progress  of  the  disease  by  a  superveinn*^  influ- 
euza.  These  ciiildren,  eight  weeks  afterwards,  caught  the 
«inall-pox  in  the  natural  way.* 

From  a  due  consideration  of  the  above  facts,  I  must 
confess  that  1  am  rather  sceptically  inclined,  when  cases 
are  related,  of  persons  having  tlie  small-pox  twice,  it 
would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  deny  the  possibility  of  a 
second  infection;  several  of  the  most  eminent  men  m  the 
profession  have  admitted  it;  and  it  is  with  deference  to 
their  superior  judgment,  that  I  wish  to  offer  mine. 

Ail  that  I  mean  to  demonstrate  is,  that  the  study  of  this 
important  subject  has  been  shamefully  neglected;  and 
that  the  distinctions  between  the  true  and  the  spurious 
smail-pox  are  but  imperfectly  known ;  witness  the  pam- 
phlet under  consideration.  When,  therefore,  we  hear  of 
such  cases,  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious,  before  we  pro* 
nounce  our  opinion. 

The  idea,  however,  of  a  second  infection  of  the  small-  • 
pox,  is  bv  no  means  of  modern  oiigin.  it  seems  to  liiive 
been  a  tavoiite  topic  among  the  older  medical  writers. 
Amatvs  relates,  that  children,  and  even  adults,  who  had 
the  small-pox,  were  infected  apain  at  Aucona,  in  the  yenr 
15ol.  jFbrf.^fws  meutions,  that  at  Delft,  intlievear  1.) ni, 
and  15()3,  during  a  foggy  scp.'^nn,  not  only  children  and 
adults,  hut  like\vls.e  some  old  people,  who  harl  ufider'^onc 
the  sinall-pox  and  the  uieasle>,  were  Jiiji;ain  artaeked  with 
similar  eruptive  diseases,  btalpart  Vandcr  \\  iel  saw 
a  child  who,  three  weeks  after  the  small-pox,  was  infect- 
ed a  second  time.   Diemerbroek^  during  a  violent  epide* 
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mie,  ffeqiiendy  ^saw  a  tecond  attack  of  the  small-pox^ 
when  the  patients  were  scarcely  recovered  from  the  tint. 
Some  hsA,  in  the  course  of  nix  moaths,  three  different 
emptioos*  A  son  of  Foiestus^  four  years  old^  had»  in  the 
year  \$5l,  the  small^pox  twice;  and  afterwards,  the  mea* 
sles.  Sunilar  instances  are  said  to  have  occnrrtd  in  the 
provinces  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Gaelderland,  dioring 
the  epidemic  in  the  sanuner  of  I753»  Something  more 
wonderful  than  all  this  is  related  by  Forestns.  He  tells 
us^  that  a  certain  good  woman  at  Boulogne  had  the 
small-pox  seven  timcii,  and  died  oi  it  in  tiie  118th  year  of 
her  a!»e. 

Li  t  I  conclude,  it  is  incumhent  on  me  to  state,  that  I 
have  made  inquiries  relative  to  Mr.  Goid:-oirs  assertion, 
that  cases  of  failures  have  happened  in  the  Isle  ot  Wight. 
The  result  of  them  is,  that  a  child,  under  the  care  of  a 
medical  practitioner  at  Newport,  had  the  chicken-pox  af* 
ter  the  cow-pock  ;  and  au  enemy  to  vaccinaiion  propa'^al- 
cd  a  report  that  it  was  the  small-pox.  Another  case  oc- 
curred U)  Mr.  Morton^  of  the  Hospital  Staff ;  he  himself 
informed  tne,  that  he  was  under  itne  necessiQr  of  taking 
matter  trian  a  pustule  too  far  advanced;  that  the  child 
jnocnlated  with  it  had  a  spurious  cow-poek;  and  that  it 
caught  the  smalUpox  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  ino» 
eulating  it  again.  Mr.  Goldsoo  pretends  to  forbear  no* 
ticing  any  cases  upon  mere  report;  yet  he  takes  notice  of 
them  whenever  he  can ;  and  since  his  pnblicadon,  he  aad 
biis  friends  have  circulated  such  reports  with  great  ia^ 
dustry% 

In  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Gro1dson>  I  eamesdy  advise  him 

to  abandon  the  weapons  he  has  hitherto  employed.  Idle 

tales  are  of  little  avail ;  and,  even  by  his  friends^  can  only 
be  looked  upt^n  as  a  last  resource, 

.He  who,  tiom  a  zeal  for  tlie  discovery,  should  suffer 
his  eyes  to  l)e  shut  against  conviction,  and  attempt  to  con- 
ceal Its  failures,  woiild  indeed  commit  an  nc^t  beneath  the 
dignity  of  the  profession;  but  he  who  imposes  on  the  iir- 
norant,  under  the  mask  of  candour  and  inod(  ration  ^  v>\io 
spreads  vain  alai^is,  and  provokes  controversy  upon  a  sub- 
ject m  whicii  he  must  so  sensibly  feel  his  own  deficiency,  if 
guilty  of  a  deed  far  more  beneath  ti»e  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession ;  and  far  more  unbecoming  one,  who  is  introsted 
-with  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  pnblic, 

hie     Wi^Hi,  Juguit  87,  1804. 
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iVs  Mr.  Goldson's  pamphlet  bat  excited  si^oie  daubts  in 
the  breftsu  of  raaoj^  as  to  the  permanence  of  the  vao 

cioe  influence,  1  have  sent  yoti  the  fonowing  experiment, 
uhich,  iiidccd,  lias  been  made  by  hurulieds  hcloro ;  but  an 
nothiQg  will  tend  more  to  silence  the  objccliou  ol*  ene- 
mies, ;:u(l  coiihriu  tlu  expectations  of  rlie  Iriends  of  the 
cow-pu.^,  than  a  piiljlic  aimn  of  facts,  whicii  prove  its  se- 
riiriiy,  I  should  hope  thai  from  everv  quarter  vaerioUition  •  * 
Will  receive  a  Mip[>oit  which  its  iiii[jiirta!K  <»  dpfjiuads,  auii 
io  which  every  friend  of  humanity  ii>  iiucrt  sted. 

In  the  year  1801,  a  e^entlcmaii  inornlatcd  his  ov^n  two 
hoys  anti  two  of  his  servants  witli  vacciolous  matter,  that 
was  sent  by  Dr.  Pearson;  on  the  eighth,  tc»tuh,  and  t\relfth 
days  I  their  arm»,  and  was  well  satisfied  that  ¥aceio)a- 
tion  had  taken  place.  Siacethen,  they  have  freqoeotlj 
been  exposed  to  variolovs  contagion,  and  the  parent  was 
coBftnced  it  could  have  no  effect  on  his  ikniily,  till  Mr. 
Goldson's  pamphlet  raised  his  fears.  To  ease  his  mind,  t 
iDocnltttpd  with  Yarioioos  matter  his  two  boys,  one  of  the 
tenraatty  and  two  others  who  had  never  been  inoculated  m 
any  way.  The  arms  of  the  boys  and  the  senrant  inflamed 
froB  the  third  to  the  seventh  day,  .wlien  it  gradaallj  sob- 
iidedj  and  on  the  ninth  no  mark  was  yisible;  in  the  two 
odiers,  the  small-pox  pursued  i|s  nsoal  coarse;  the  empii* 
oas  indeed  were  not  numerous,  though  the  eruptive  fever 
was  tiuiiblesorae  for  two  days.  There  is  no  occasion  for 
comoient^  as  the  fact  speaks  lor  itself. 

I  am^  &c. 

FREDERIC  TlixVCKERAY. 

CmM4^  SepUmhtr  4. 180i» 

P.S.  After  iiuinherh^ss  inquiries  in  this  county,  I  have 
never  \vii  unce  uu  i  the  cow-pox  in  the  cow  itself  |  and  it  * 
was  deemed  such  a  curiosity  in  the  parish,  that  I  was  re- 
(Jtiested  to  sec  it;  it  belongt?d  to  the  hlacksmith.  He  could 
as^ifTQ  no  reason  ;  and  lold  tne,  that  he  had  seen  no  bor^ 
with  the  $<;ratchy  heei  for  some  time.  As  the  herd  passed  , 
by,  i  observed,  that  the  bull  had  his  foot  tied  up,  in  con- 
seqaeuce  of  a  sore  in  tlie  hoof.  They  who  believe  that  the 
greasy  heei  of  the  horse  is  lostnimental  in  producing  Vac-  ^ 

oiolay 
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ciola*  may  think  that  a  similar  matter  may  be  secreted  ia 
the  ulcerated  hoof  of  the  bull ;  and  that,  in  the  above  in* 
stance,  the  dua^  of  the  cow  had  rested  where  the  diseased 
foot  of  tlic  bull  hud  trodden. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  M cdical  and  Phf(/ical  Joumtl, 

n 

GENTLEME.N, 

While  ''diseases,  like  empires,  have  their  revoln* 
tioDS ;  old  ones  dying  away  ana  ceasing  to  be  heard  of, 

and  new  ones  arising  in  tlicir  place  still  more  formidable 
and  danc^eroiis,  as  being  less  understood/'  the  attempts  to 
accoiuii  ioi  ihvsv  chaiiii^s  have  produced  various  conjec- 
tures. The  dicadiiil  Variola  has  had  its  rise,  its  extensive 
and  dcsohiting  spread,  but  now  seems  happily  verging  on 
its  extinction.  Arising,  according  to  the  Arabian  authors, 
^n  their  country,  about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
•  their  Hegira,  or  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventh  ceuiury 
of  tht^  Christian  :era,  and  first  appearing  in  Egypt  in  the 
reign  ot  Uinar,  the  fanatic,  who  destroyed  the  hbrary  of 
Alexandria,  its  origin  has  been  referred  to  the  camel;  and 
after  what  has  been  developed  in  our  country,  respectiag 
the  casual  infection  of  milkers  from  the  cow,  the  idea  may 
appear  plausible.  I  have  often  seen  the  Arabs  lying  down 
at  night,  to  take  their  sleep  by  the  sides  of  their  camels ; 
but  is  there  any  other  animal  which  has  been  longer  un- 
der domestication  than  this  creature,  '  patient  of  fatigue*^ 
And  if  from  such  source,  might  we  not  expect  some  ao« 
count  of  the  dreadful  disease  among  the  patriarchs;  some 
regulations  respecting  it  in  the  .Mosaic  institutes;  some  no* 
tice.of  it  by  the  earliest  medical  writers  of  the  Greeks? 
The  vulgar  notion  that  Satan  inflicted  the  small-pox  on 
Job,  when  he  smote  him  with  sore  boils  from  the  sole  of 
his  fcxjt  to  his  crown,  must  be  cjuite  an  absurdity.  We 
do  not  liiid  iliaL  any  of  his  friends  wlio  came  lu  see  him 
were  infected  j  aiid  there  is  no  mention  of  their  havmg 
particularly  received  a  jtruLection  iVoui  ihv  tormentor. 
*  J*erhaps^  the  i«lea  that  has  been  entertained,  that  the 
small-pox  is  no  other  than  degenerated  cow-pox,  may  at 
last  be  found  to  be- a  correct  opinion.  I  am  very  naturally 
led  to  tiiis  surmise  by  the  perusal  of  the  first  paper  in  your 
last  Isi umber.  Tiie  author,  tUeic,  (whom  1  have  heard  with 

a  great 
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a  great  deal  of  pleasure  ou  the  subject  of  cancer,  li ydatld^ 
&c.)  meutions  his  haviuti  inoculated  a  patient  already  un- 
der a  cutaneous  atrcction,  iln\e  tiiULS  with  vaccine  lymph, 
without  producing  the  local  ctVi^ct ;  l)ut  after  she  was  cuicd 
of  the  first  disease,  a  lars^e  number  ut  ve-jicles  appeared 
ia  vdiiuus  parts  of  the  body.  He  says,  moreover,  "This 
was  not  tlie  or>ly  instance  in  which  I  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  though  tlie  local  ell'ect  of  vaccination  might  be 
superseded  by  other  causes,  yet  when  those  causes  ceased, 
a  (iispusitioii  to  the  disease,  which  was  I'ormed  at  the  tiiiie 
of  insertion,  is  now  brought  into  action,  and  show  silselt  by 
a  general  eruption,  i  very  much  think  that  this  occurrence 
is  more  general  than  is  suspected,  and  tiiat  some  of  those 
eruptions  which  have  appeared  at  a  remote  period  after 
taccinatioD,  and  which  the  zealots  on  one  side  have  called 
maU-poiCj  and  those  on  the  otber  chicken-pox,  have  been 
vaccine,  ve^iclesu  -  I  have  already  given  cases  of  this  aris- 
i&ff  from  a  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere/' 

jAqw,  it  the  coiyectnres  be  right,  that  vaccine  lympb 
(raccioions  matter)  can  under  any  circumstances  pioduce 
general  eruption;  in  snch  departure  frotn  its  original  cba* 
lacter  we  have  perhaps  one>  a  first,  step  of  vacciola  to  its  • 
degenerated  state  of  variola.  From  the  earliest  pastoral 
ages,  and  in  various  pans  of  du  world,  milkers  may,  in' 
tens  of  thousands  of  iijb,tances,  have  rece  ived  cow-pox  ; 
the  indisposiuoii  produced  by  it  being  soon  forgotten  vviien 
It  was  once  past.  The  world  at  large  would,  probably^ 
luive  been  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  an  allection 
iis  that  of  row-pock  in  the  htirnan  subject,  had  it  not  been 
discovered  that  it' protected  liie  system  from  small-pox. 
Accttidiii'^r  to  the  tlieory  t-i  our  author,  it  may  have  liapr 
ptiied  in  many  instances,  that  the  casual  inoculation  may 
liot  have  produced  its  local  effect.  The  milker,  alreadj 
under  the  influence  of  somq  other  disease,  may  have  re» 
sisied  it  till  such  previous  disease  passed  away,  when  an 
eruption  of  vaccine  vesicles  ought  to  follow. 

if  in  any  constitution,  o^  under  any  affectioQ  of  the 
system,  cow-pock  could  be  so  modified'  as  to  become  an 
emptive  disease,  in  some  disastrous  period,  we  .may  natu- 
rally enough  suppose,  it  may  also  have  become  a  conta» 
.'gious  one;  and  if  so,  the  most  dreadful  form  of  small^pox 
could  n6t  be  more  horrible  than  ii  might  immediately  he« 
come.  A  case  of  confluent  cow-po;^,  such  pocks  as  the 
lancet  now  produces,  were  such  a  thing  possible,  would 

^  certainly  destroy  the  subject  as  the  ac(  of  ileaiug  him 
aUve. 

I  presume 
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I  presame  the  aotbor  mtmn  by  ' tt/Ur  raccmaHon*  what 
I  shoald  express  by  afitr  iiueriiotg  of  wceiohus  matter,  or 
tfihr  the  attempt  to  vaecioUUe;  and  yet,  when  he  mentions 
niat  zealots  on  one  side  htfire  called  the  eruptions  after  it 
by  one  iiainc,  and  those  on  the  other  by  another;  1  am  at 
a  loss  lo  comprehend  him  ;  because,  if  it  were  only  after 
the  attempt y  the  advcx  aies  of  vacciolatioa  would  have  no 
cause  of  surprize  or  disiippoiiuincnt  in  findins^  small-pox  ; 
the  opponent^  wo  tnimiph.  And  can  the  autiior  be  correct 
in  rei'errinu:  ( aM-s  to  u  jjcculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere? 
Never  having  noiKMHl  anv  varieties  of  appearance  or  effect 
produced  on  vacciol  i  h>y  any  divcrsitv  of  diet,  from  that  of 
the  mothers  milk  alone  to  that  or  salt  provisions  at  sea; 
nor  by  any  change  of  atmosphere,  from  the  freshness  of 
the  vales  of  Gloucestershire,  or  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  to 
the  dampness  of  the  Aeldsof  Holland,  or  the  palpable  fogs 
and  smoke  of  London ;  from  the  heat  of  ^Gibraltar  during 
a  Levanter  in  Autumn  to  tlie  coolness  of  a  ship;  I  cannot 
beip  thinking  that  bis  manner  of  acconnttng  (or  pecnliari* 
tiea  mast  be  only  hypothetical.  Perhapa  also  his  conela* 
siqn,  that  the  eruptions  in  question  arose  irom  cow-podr 
aaatier^  may,  after  alU  faiaTe  no  better  foundatioii  thsa 
hypothesis. 

On  tlie  origin  df  amall«pox,  which  I  had  hoped  I  was 
arriving  at  through  the  observations  of  the  author^  I  find, 
to  use  a  phrase  prevalent  in  this  mercantile  country,  I  am 
still  at  sea. 

«  The  Author  thinks  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  hate 
a  centre  of  communication  in  the  metr(:)])f)lis,  to  which 
every  aiioiiuilous  case  sliould  be  referied.  The  Royal 
Jennerian  Society  has  such  centre:  its  Medical  Coun- 
cil is  a  Committee,  composed  of  fifty  professional  men, 
Pliysiciarjs,  Surgeons,  and  Apoiliecaries ;  perhaps,  great- 
er talent  than  it  includes  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
country.  Irrom  the  beginning  it  has  given  notice,  that 
communications  of  real  importance  would  meet  with  ready 
attentioa  from  it ;  requestmg,  that  they  might  be  dram 
«p  concisely,  and  weii  authenticated;  and  when  such  conv- 
munications  have  been  made,  they  have  been  respectiaiiy 
answered,  to  the  sattsfaction  of  the  writers.  Moreoveri 
the  post-masters-general  have  bad  the  liberality  to  frank 
the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  wfaich  amount^  week« 
Iji  to  aeveral  pounds, 

Your'Sj  respeetftilly^ 
Mi4ai9  Spuut,  te,u,i$o^  JOHN  WAtSWL 

To 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Pht/fical  JoumaL 

0£NTLSMBK» 

Da.  Walker  (No.  67,' fi4S,  Note)  wishes  to  aettle 

a  proper  or  Classic  term  for  Cow-pock,  &c.  Vaccine, 
Freacii,  is  firom  the  Latin:  but  it  is  objectionable,  with  all 
its  derivatives ;  because,  as  Dr.  W.  observes,  inilk»  batfeer^  • 
and  cheese  are  all  vaccine ;  and,  indeed,  the  word  more 
properly  belongs  to  them  than  to  the  disorder.  Milk  is  by 
rliny  adjectlved  with  the  word,  lac  vaccinum*  Ainsworth, 
for  want  of  higher  authority  at  hand,  must  be  referred  to^ 
Fae(^j$e  alone,  means  cony ;  to  vaccinate,  is  to  cow,  or  to 
nake  of  or  tike  a  cow ;  vaccination,  is  the  making  of  or 
like  a  cow.    /  sliort,  vaccinate,  cannot  be. 

Dr.  Jenner's  tariola  vaccina  is  good,  but  iiCO  words  ; 
and  the  term  is  wanted  to  be  comprized  in  one.  What 
l)f.  W.  calls  the  more  lujppy  term  ot  Slokes,  vacciola, 
cannot  be  admitted.  It  lias  a  derivative  form  and  termin- 
ation; but  whence  is  u  derived  ?  Not  from  vat.aa  or  rac- 
ctw-S  for  there  are  no  such  words;  nor  could  there  be 
from  vaccff,  a  cow  :  and  if  there  couid,  vacciola  would 
only  mean,  a  little  core. 

f  arioia^,  literally  signifies,  small  varieties,  that  is,  the 
spots  or  piu  of  small  pocks  with  which  the  skin  is  varied* 
But  the  word  is  but  ^  translation  of  small-pox  by  modem 
phystcinns.  Vara,  the  disorder  of  imali-pocks  or  measles,  * 
Aiosworth  gives,  from  Littleton,  as  the  authority  of  Plinjr. 
This  woril  also  relates  to  the  skin  being  varied  by  spots, 
pocks,  or  pits. 

To  find,  therefore,  one  word  to  express  the  meaning  of 
it  may  be  a  compound  from  two  that  are  shortest* 
Faccm^ra  put  together,  vaccmvara,  might  express,  the 
^m-pox.  The  woitl  vaccosvara  woold  be  whet  the  Metri* 
cians  or  Grammarians  would  call  a  fourth  Epitrite ;  that 
toj  having  the  three  first  syllables  long,  and  the  fourth 
Aon,  Thence  mis^ht  be,  vaccccvarous  matter^  (accent  on 
the  third  syllabic,  un  acc'oiint  of  the  quauLity  being  ioug, 
^nd  NOT  on  the  secoiid,  like  cadaverous).  Thence  also, 
vuccavaration,  and  vaccavaiatc  ;  accent  on  the  fourth  of 
the  former,  aud  on  the  third  oi  the  latter. 

^arm  and  varins,  Latin,  being  the  same,  but  the  first 
the  origiiial,  the  other  derivative,  varation  must  mean  rn- 
Nation;  so  that  raccfevfiralion  or  vaccctvariation  might  ci* 
thfiyr  be  used  iiom  vaccavara  or  vaccendrla* 

Obiter, 
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Olntefy  the  vulgar  and  indelicate  word  mafv-midm/e, 
.  should  be  hunted  from  the  fronts  of  country  laboratories* 
Accouchcr,  Fr.  would  soon  be  corrupted  to  coucher^  Ana^ 
lagous  to  obstelri  t,  Jim*  is  obsiUor,  in  point  of  sense  ;  and 
to  institor  it  is  analogous  in  form  and  composition.    Insti^  * 
tor  is  Horatian,  and  olassical;  why  not,  then^  Obitiior, 
ab  obstando,  vel  obthierulo  auxilii  aafKrendi  causa  f 
'  Brainular,  scarlatina,  caloric,  cum  multis  aliis^  seem 
liarbarisms, 

I  am>  &c. 

Sept.  6,  1804.  PHIIX)LOGUS. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medicai  md  PhysicalJaurnaL 

G£NTL£MEN^ 

Having  observed  some  inronvcnicncies  in  the  received 
screw  tourniquet,  arising  from  its  size  and  weight,  I  was 
led  to  consider  how  ihey  might  be  obviated  ;  and  after 
some  attention  to  the  subject,  have  constructed  one,  a 
drawino-  of  which  I  send  you,  whicii  will,  I  iiope,  have 
the  desired  effect.  It  likewise  jippears  worthy  the  attention 
of  \ho  armv,  r\s  it  is  considerably  cinMper  than  tlio  screw^ 
and  much  more  convenient  than  the  iieid  tourniquet. 

'     Dublin,       '         •    1  am,  &c. 

*  July  n,  1804.  ANDREW  BLAK£. 


EXPLANATION  OF  TU£  PLATE. 

Fig.  1.  Is  a  perspective  view  of  the  instrnment 

2.  ts  a  geometrical  \iew  of  the  lower  pert  of  it,  shewing  'the  atoa- 

tion  of  the  pieces  FF  and  C. 

ABCD  h  the  Itrass  inunc  of  the  apparatus,  of  wtiich  A  and  B  are  the 
upright  pieces,  and  CD  Uie  boitom  piaie. 

EiiE  Is  the  pad. 

FF  Are  rollers  under  which  the  strap  passes. 

G  Is  a  similar  roller  of  a  large  vam^  having  a  siit  through  it  of  sofficiesit 

dimensions  to  admit  the  strap. 

II  1<  .1  dkr,  liy  whidi  the  roller  C  may  be  tumed,  and  oon&equendjr  * 
portion  I  It  ihc  stj-ap  wound  up  oa  it. 

I  Is  a  rotcliet  wheel  fixed  to  iu  other  end,  and  which  with  tJie  sprint  K 
and  L»  prevent  the  roller  from  mnoing  hack  ;  by  pressing  on  the  cm  of 
the  spring  h,  the  wheel  together  with  the  roller  6»  and  thestny^  it 
ceieased. 

The  letters  of  reference  to  Fig,  2,  are  affixed  respectively  10  the  MSB* 
parts  of  the  apparatus  as  in  1» 

-   -  Casi 

•      f  * 
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To  Ph.  batty. 

My  Sib, 

I  Have  sent  you  a  Case  for  the  Medical  Journal,  tlie  piili- 
licatio!!  of  which  may  possibljr  tend  to  encouraij^c  douljlful 
endeavours  on  simihir  occasions,  rather  than  abandon  the 
unfortunate  to  certain  death.  The  only  cause  to  whicli 
I  can  aUril^ute  this  extraordinary  power  of  resisting  a  fatal 
disease,  was  the  established  habit  of  drinking  spirituous 
liquors,  the  influence  of  i^hich  I  have  remarked^  in  other 
instances,  to  retard  inflammatory  terminations.  The  case 
jnaj  serve  also  to  support  the  practice  of  operating  for 
ftrangulated  hernia,  even  in  the  most  advanced  stages,  and 
finder  disagreeable  symptoms* 

I  am, 

Soho  Square,  S^t.  S,  1804*  A.  CAKLISLE. 


ANN  SPOON ER,  a  corpulent  woman,  aged  5f)  years, 
for  some  time  a  resident  in  the  Westminster  Hospital,  had 
an  umbilical  hernia,  protruding  about  the  bigness  of  half 
an  ostrich's  egg.  The  parietes  of  the  tumour  were  thin, 
the  contained  viscera  adhered  to  the  sac,  and  the  aperture 
in  the  abdomen  was  capable  of  admitting  three  fingers. 
She  had  several  times  suffered  temporary  strangulations, 
which  had  been  relieved  by  bleeding  from  the  systt  m,  and 
topical  bleeding  with  leeches,  ;xc.  On  tjie  morniii^  of  the 
^28tli  ui  August  last,  as  she  drew  up  her  stocking,  a  siuldca 
protrusion  took  place,  and  the  hernial  tumour  became  pain- 
ful iind  stranp:ulated.  Tlie  usual  meiliods  were  employed, 
but  at  two  oelork  the  same  tla\',  the  tumour  hurst  its 
coverings>  having  become  aiornhed,  and  a  large  portion 
ot  intestine,  inflated,  and  of  a  livid  hue,  protruded  into  tl>e 
bed.  The  distent lou  of  the  intestine  prevented  its  being 
i  turned  ;  warm  ibmentations  were  applied,  and  opium 
with  cordials  administered.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the  evcnini; 
1  found  her  with  the  protruded  intestine  perfectly  dead, 
and  putrescent.  A  line  of  separation  marked  the  two 
living  ends,  the  intermediate  mortifled  portion  was  found 
to  be  a  continuous  canal,  and,  as  It  afterwards  proved,  up* 
wards  of  seven  feet  in  length.  The  mesentery  was  alive 
within  half  an  inch  of  the  gut,  a  line  of  separation  being 

( No*  68. )  Z  vUible 
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visible,  and  the  peritoneal  coat  both  on  that  and  the  in- 
testine was  vesicated  at  the  mortified  border.  The  patient'* 
strength  and  spirits  were  good;  she  could  turn  in  bed,  coq^ 
verse  with  coolness,  and  was  attentive  to  ordinary  wants 
and  accommodations ;  her  pulse  was  her  skin  warm 
and  perspirable,  and  she  had  no  hiccup*  i  felt  a  strong 
desire  to  remove  the  mortified  intestine,  and  to  Inring  the 
two  living  ends  of  that  canal  together  by  ligature,  overs 
roil  of  tough  paste;  but  it  was  tnought  too  hazardous  for 
the  small  chance  of  good  to  be  derived.  On  Wednesday, 
the  fi^th,  she  continued  as  before ;  the  intestine  became 
more  putrid  and  more  inflated :  ber  pulse  was  regular,  and 
from  105  to  120;  she  hi^l  occasioifal  hiccup ;  her  strength 
was  by  no  means  sunk.  It  was  stiFl  judc^ed  impmdeotlo 
attempt  any  operation  ;  she  took  wine  ana  opium,  and  fasd 
a  small  alvine  evacuation.  Tlic  pulp  of  scraped  carrot 
root  was  applied  over  the  mortified  parts,  to  diminish  the 
putrescent  effluvia.  Without  any  remarkable  chjinge  in 
tiie  symptoms,  in  the  appearance  of  the  parts,  she  con- 
tinued to  become  gradually  wcalaT  until  lour  o'clock  on 
Friday,  the  Jlst  oF  August,  when  she  died. 

Ou  opening  the  body,  the  peritoneum  and  all  the  viscera 
contained  within  the  abdomen  were  free  hoiu  the  marks  of 
inflammation  ;  the  mortification  of  the  bag  which  had  con- 
tained the  protruded  intestine,  was  limited  to  the  margin 
of  the  hernial  aperture,  which  was  about  two  inches  in 
diameter.  The  previously  adhering  parts  of  the  hernia  had 
been  ail  pushed  out,  and  become  disunited  by  the  solutioa 
of  the  membranes.  The  sdund  border  of  the  mesenter^i 
and  the  two  sound  ends  of  the  gutj  were  ulcerated  ou  their 
surfaces^  and  covered  with  a  purulent  fluid.  The  mortified 
portion  of  gut  proved  to  be  the  intestinum  ileum,  thedesd 
part  terminating  within  two  inches  of  its  entrance  into  the 
csecnm ;  it  was  measured,  (after  a  partial  dissection  from 
the  mesentery)  and  proved  to  be  six  feet  three  incbo^ 
although  it  was  not  nearly  extended  into  a  straight  line. 
'  The  remarkable  points  of  this  case  are,  the  long  con* 
tinuance  of  life  and  the  limited  injury  sustained  from  such 
extent  of  disease.  The  practical  inference  to  be  deduced 
seems  in  favour  of  an  o[)eration  such  as  that  proposed;  but 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  many  cases  will  occur,  whereiB 
the  powers  of  life  shall  suffer  so  little,  aud  the  dii>ea^  be  so 
strictly  coatiued* 

* 

1 

It 
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T&  the  Editors  oj  ilie  Medical  and  Pli^sical  JoumaL 
Gbntlbm£n> 

I  Have  taken  the  liberty  of  aendin^  yon  a  statement  of 
the  ibll(ming  cttie  of  wounded  brachial  arterji  the  most 
essential  point  in  the  treatment  of  which,  I  learnt  from  a 
cominanicatiOR  in  the  Medical  Joomal,  in  the  month  of 

July,  1802. 

I  am^  &,c. 

P^fiiMlA-Dodk.  J.  J.  SMITH. 


Casf.™ Eflward  Kelly,  on  the  Rfli  of  December,  1802, 
Vounded  himself  with  a  ra/or  in  liie  arm  near  the  usual 
place  of  venresection,  enrrymg  the  instrument  to  sueh  a 
ilepth,  as  partially  to  divide  the  brachial  artery:  1  lie  Ikp- 
inorrhage  had  almost  proved  hital  when  I  first  visited  him, 
and  I  had  immediate  recourse  to  the  effects  of  pressure, 
yhich  in  the  present  languid  state  of  my  patient  succeeded 
in  arresting  the  bleeding. 

On  the  eighth  day  alterward,  a  slongh  took  place  from 
the  wound,  and  a  profuse  bleeding  succeeded,  for  which 
the  tourniquet  was  applied  \  and  as  nothing  hut  an  opera* 
tion  afforded  the  hope  of  saving  the  life  ot  my  patient,  I 
inunediately  performed  one,  for  the  purpose  of  tying  the 
arterv.  The  arm  was  much  distended  with  extri^vasated 
blood,  it  was  cold  and  livid,  and  vesications  had  already 
formed  near  the  wound,  which  had  discharged  a  hloody 
ichor,  and  shewed  a  state  approaching  to  gangrene*  I 
*ftade  a  longitudinal  incision  of  four  inches  across  the 
Wound  inflicted  by  the  razui,  vvhicii  gave  mc  room  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  after  steps  of  the  opernuon,  and  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  reiuoviug  the  coagulated  blood  wuli  which 
the  arm  was  loaded. 

riie  fascia  being  laid  bare,  and  then  cautiously  divided, 
exposed  the  ends  of  the  wotinded  artery  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  vessel  could  be  readily  secured.  A  ligature  was 
passed  around  the  upper  part  of  the  vessel  near  the  orifice, 
'UkI  tiii^  being  tied  in  a  knot,  and  the  end  of  it  being 
auiied  with  a  needle,  the  needle  was  thrust  through  the 
"itery  below  the  circular  ligature,  and  the  thread  waft  tied 
♦uto  tlie  knot  previously  made  upon  the  vessel. 

The  same  was  then  effected  in  the  other  end  of  the 

%  4  artery. 
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artery,  which  was  now  an  inch  below  the  first.  Tlie  wound 
was  (Iri  ssi'd  suporficinllr  with  the  ligatures  hangiug  from 
it.  Oil  tlii;  fir  von  th  diiy  tht*  li^ntures  came  away,  and  the 
wound  wa?  healed  in  two  nionihs,  being  prevented  by  a 
bad  coustiiulion  from  nnitiug  sooner ;  the  motion  of  the 
^llxiw  is  pertcet,  and  the  arm  as  useful  as  before,  if  allow- 
anoe  U  ijiade  ior  itd  beiog  slightly  weaker  under  any  great 
i^xenbn.  The  set  urity  whick  is  obtained  by  passing  the 
ligature  .through  the  artery,  nearer  the  ori^ce  thaa  where 
the  thread  is  circularly  applied/  induced  me  to  adopt  that 
practice  in  the  case  which  4  4iave  felated^  and  seme  such 
se^irilgr  to  be  necessary^  from  the  caaaa  of  bMiorr- 
hage  which  have  happened  after  the  operation  for  the 
aneurism^  and  which  ImTe  been  also*  known  to  occur  after 
atiiputatioas,  wjiieh  ba^e  been  performed  so  near  to  the 
IxKly,  as  to  expose  the  ligature  to  great  impetus  of  blood 
from  the  miction  of  the  heart;  for  f  lately  witnessed  an  iu- 
stance  wiu  rc  thr  aii:i  was  amputated  near  the  shoulder 
joint,  ami  th-j  brachial  iuwry  considered  as  secured;  when,- 
upon  hjosniinu  the  tournujuct,  a  violent  bleeding  succeed- 
ed from  the  ligature  heini»-  forced  ofl*  the  extremity  oi  the 
vessel,  but  which  fortunately  happening  betore  the  sur- 
geon quilled  the  room,,  the  Ufe  of  the  patient  did  not  be* 
£uuie  a  sacrifice. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phyfical  foumaL 

G£KTL£M£N> 

1  Consider  it  a  duty  in  every  practitioner  to  make  as 
pulilic  as  p(»^^ible  any  circumstance  that  experience  may 
have  throw  n  ir)  his  way  that  may  tend  to  the  allev  iation  uf 
the  calamities  of  the  human  race,  even  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree: and  under  this  impression,  I  am  induced  to  offer  you 
•a  trifling  remedy  for  the  cure  of  agues,  whidi  I  hiivcprov- 
'ed  to  be  extremely  successful.   I  am  attaeiied  to  a  rciriti^ent 
*here;  and  on  ray  arrival  in  the  latter  end  of  May,  loimd 
seven  or  eight  of  our  soldiers  labouring  under  obstinate 
intt^rmittents :  every  remedy  that  is  usually  prescribed  for 
*sach  eases,  had  been  exhibited  without  effect.   I  recom- 
mended that  each  man  should  take  half  a  g^rain  of  tartar 
antim,  the'  moment  he  felt  the  paroxysm  approaching* 
and  repeat  the  dose  in  aboui  ten  minutes  or  n  quarter  of 
«     *  •  hour 
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hour  ;  itgcDerally  prcMlQces  m)y  nausei^  hul  sometimes 
vomitiBg;  ai  imeiis  immedinfeely  tbe  duratU»o  of  the  fit^, 
ind  its  teTerity^  and  tbe  patients  expreM  a  great  wiAi  that 
the  sanitf  medicine  may  be  again  prescribed  ihein :  in  ^ 
week  or  ten  days  the  wbole  were  completely  cared« 

Uis  Majesty's  Mth  regimeni  came  into  these  barracks 
about  six  weeks  since,  and  among  tljie  niunber  of  thi*ir 
sick  weve  two  of  agues,  of  long  standing,  i  proposed  ta 
Mr.  Featfaerslone,  the  smrgeon^  to  allow,  me  to  give  them  ^ 
the  antim.  tart,  which  he  very  liberally  and  *readily  con-« 
lentedto,  observing,  that  he  had  been  giving  them  the 
aneaical  solution,  bark,  and  every  thing  he  cuiud  think  of. 
Without  effect :  These  men  had  no  symploiue  whaicver  of  • 
ague  at  the  expjration  of  five  days. 

In  a  voyage  I  once  nimle  to  liiJui,  I  had  an  ample  op« 
poriutiity  of  proving  the  guud  effect  of  prodiiciniJ^  sickae^i 
ni  iliia  dibeu:se.  Our  ship  was  lyiiiu^  in  \\  iumipi^u  iliver,  in 
China,  during  tlie  time  rhe  l^addy-ticlds  wert^  overflowed, 
and  agues  in  a  short  tnne  became  so  very  prevalent  amf)ng 
the  crews  of  tiie  dilfen  iit  Indianien,  that  some  ofihefu 
iu)t  men  left  t§utlicicnUy  healthy  to  perform  the  regular 
<luiy  of  the  ship.  The  ship  of  wiiioh  1  was  surgeon  (the 
Caledonian)  was  nearly  in  that,  state  $  my  practice  »t  thagt 
time  was  to  give  emetics  previous  to  the  accession  of  the 
paroxyon^  aad  I  fonnd  no  diflicoity  in  curing  verysooa^ 
«very  case  that  came  under  my  care.  But  i  have  every 
ressoa  lo  believe  that  vomiting  is  not  at  all  necessary  tp 
die  care ;  that  nausea  is  alone  suliicient ;  and  I  beg  to  ask, 
not  the  good  effect  produced  by  arsenic  in  this  disease 
vite  purely  trom  the  sici^ness  it  causes,  and  not  from  any 
^nic  power  it  possesses  ? 
^  ■  'I  am,  fcc* 

Woo^t  B^rracki.  Suffolk,  K  6.  SNOW.  . 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  aiid  Ph^cal  Jom  tmL 

GjENiLEMiiN, 

X  OUR  Correspondent,  Dr.  Blej^borough,  discovers  a 
'^0€(^the$  scrihtftdi,  that  almost  necessarily  betrays  him  iirto 
^^  eacoithts  errandi.    That  multifarions  writer  cuiiceives 
hl»  notions  to  be  so  wmwy  fints,  to  which  implicit  aci|ui<  s- 
^Dce  should  be  given.   His  specuiuuvc  wauderuigs,  how- 

Z  3  cver^ 
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ever,  are  not  scientific  truths ;  nor  do  they  tend  to  iiitw 
trate  the  practical  difficulties  he  would  wish  to  explain. 

The  Doctor's  view  of  temperature^  in  your  last  Number, 
presents  a  singular  example  of  inconsistent  inquiry,  lie 
imagines  heat  to  pervade  and  fill  the  animal  hody,  as  wa- 
ter may  occupy  a  sponge;  and  as  that  Huid  may  be  press- 
ed from  the  latter,  so  the  matter  of  heat,  the  Doctor 
thinks,  may  be  abstracted  from  the  former.  Were  this 
the  easei  the  most  refrigerant  process  that  coald  be  ioiti« 
fated  would  be  brisk  friction;  and,  consequently,  instead 
of  <^old  water  being  applied  as  an  appropriate  remedy  to 
fLta  iuflamed  part,  mechanical  rubbing  would  more  readily 
squeeze  out  uie  morbid  excess  of  heat* 

The  Doctor  speaks  at  one  time  of  heat  being  a  stimu- 
lant, sufficiently  powerful  to  excite  the  worst  forms  of  ty- 
phus fever;  and  .at  another  affirms,  that  it  so  expands  the 
Vessel*,  as  to  render  them  incapaUe  of  cootsacUle  exer* 
tion.  But,  notwithstanding  this  vascular  inaction  from 
excessive  heat,  tiic  Doctor  acknowledges  that  the  various 
|)henomena  of  violent  fever  still  obtain. 

The  Doctor  also,  with  licentious  speculation,  aspires  to 
inforjn  the  public,  and  particularly  that  distinguished  me- 
dical philosopher,  Dr.  Currie,  that  the  exacerbation  and 
reniisskm  of  febrile  heat  are  governed  by  the  diHerent  de- 
grees of  atmospheric  temperature,  at  the  periods  when 
these  changes  respectively  occur.  The  Doctor  then  as  fa- 
miliarl}''  speaks  of  removing  a  pint  measure  of  material 
heat  as  he  would  of  an  equal  quantity  of  blood,  and  de-« 
duces  important  mechanical  relief  to  the  system,  and  par^ 
ticularly  to  the  brain,  from  the  abstraction  of  that  expan- 
sive fluid. 

This  ycry  visionary  reasoning  lias  been  induced  by  a  to- 
tal for^e^fulqeos  that  the  subject  of  inquiry  related  to  auH 
pial  iile,  endowed  with  the  power  of  generating  salutary 
beat,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  repulsive  motion,  and  of 
transferriiig  to  snrroufidiilg  media  that  which  may  be  re*- 
dundant;  that  if  (he  atniospheric  temperature  be  freely 
Ajpplied,  uomqrbici  Surplus  of  heat  is  likely  to  occur;  and 
tna(  when  it  does  present,  it  |i|  po  shape  mechanically  and 
statioiH^ily  amasses,  but  that  it  directly  results  from  the 
piorbid  action  of  vesseU  generating  the  exuberant  portion 
pf  that  motive  principle. 

Tlie  mere  abstraction  of  the  Doctor's  morbid  accumula- 
fioi>  of  heat,  can  have  but  little  influence  in  curatively  re- 
ducing either  the  excessive  temperature  of  typhus  lever, 
fit  that  of  inflsuumatorv  oBeptiuui  the  §l^straction  must  be 
'  * Vl4un^rj:ui)tedl| 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chi  remperahirf  •  Sid 


uninterruptedly  continued,  until  the  diseased  action  which 
furnishes  ii  be  superseded  by  that  whicii  is  hcakbiui^  aud 
which  is  recogoised  by  the  sense  of  salutary  heat. 

Instead  of  vital  heat  being  an  exlraoeous  something 
mechasically  running  through  the  animal  system,  and  ei* 
ther  generally  or  partially  amassing  and  proceeding  to  fe- 
brile or  inflammatory  excess,  it  is  the  very  principle  of 
living  motion,  actuating,  regulating,  and  equipoising  the 
varioQS  functions  of  the  animal  economy;  its  offensive  ex 
cess  is  obviated  by  the  evaporating  or  abstracting  agency 
qf  cnticttlar  perspiration,  and  that  the  various  other  se« 
cretions.  ^ 

When  obstacles  oceor  to  these  refrigerating  outlets,  re- 
dundant heat  will  arise,  which  may  variously  disorder  the 
motive  coitditions  of  healthful  excitability;  sympathies 
may  be  also  engendered,  which  may  diversity  the  external 
character  ot  tlie  aifrction.  Under  tliese  circumstances,  the 
indication  of  iiiniiodcraiL^  iieat  art'orilLcl  as  well  l)y  the  na- 
tufiii  acnse  of  feeling  as  by  thermoincti  ical  test,  will  direct 
to  the  suitable  reduction  of  teuiperature.  The  mode  of 
appiying  this  relict  may  be  adapted  to  the  Lciiipcmiiiental 
sensibility  of  patients;  but  it  will  in  general  be  tbimc],  tliat 
Dr.  Carrie's  plan  of  suddenly  dashing  cold  water  over  the 
surface  ot  the  skin,  will  at  once  effectually  dissolve  the 
morbidly  associated  actions  which  may  have  been  formed, 
and  promptly  transfer  the  redundant  lieat.  The  mode  by 
sponging  may  also  ultimately  avail ;  but  it  is  much  less 
likely  to.  produce  the  salutary  change  in  the  iuordinately 
generative  action  of  heat,  and  its  diseased  symj^thies,  thaa 
the  more  impressive  shock  induced  by  iu  instantaneous 

»pplicatioa» 

Du  B,  is  on  philosophic  ground,  in  investigating  the  in» 
flueuce  of  animal  temperature  on  diseases;  but  his  inquiry 
mast  be  neither  gratuitously  nor  incongruously  conducted. 
The  Doctor  must  not  advance  as  tenable,  doctrine,  which, 
to  unprejudiced  reason,  appean»  indefensible,  without  the 
aid  of  iacts  to  justify  its  recommendation ;  nor  must  he, 
at  one  time,  contend  that  morbid  excess  of  temperature 
ought  to  be  reduced  by  coid  zcater^  and  that,  at  another, 
^turning  heat  or  the  xayuar  bath,  is*  best  adapted  to  pro- 
duce that  effect  f 

Less  disposition  lo  assort,  and  a  more  earnest  endeavour 
to  correct  and  mature,  ciude  and  liasty  views  of  the  mo- 
tive laws  ot"  the  animal  economy,  may  qualify  the  t)octor 
ior  intricate  researches  in  Medical  I'hilosophv,  and  atford 
"  l^tiu  a  better  title  than  he  has  yet  dtd^^ovcit^d,  for  oirenntr 
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hints  of  practical  improvement  in  tlie  theory  and  manage- 
ment of  diseases  of  temperature^  to  so  able  an  investigator 
ns  the  much  and  deservedly  respected  Author  of  Reportt 

on  that  subject. 

CANDIDUS. 

St.  JamiU  Street,  Sept  12,  1804. 


To  theEditars  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  JmamaL 

Gentlemen, 

On  reading  in  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  for 
April,  the  insfenious  method,  propo  ed  by  Mr.  Hardmaii,  to 
open  aii  abscess  by  means  of  an  exhausted  cii[>ping-glas8, 
it  natiually  occurred  to  me,  that  the  same  mode  could  be 
niosi  effectually  cmpioyed  in  various  other  instances, 
where  it  mav  he  requisite  to  extract  morbid  or  extrant  oi;^ 
fluids,  especially  wUi^u  no  time  should  be  lost  to  alloid 
relief.  ~ 

Those  who  are  conversant  in  Surgery,  and  its  daily  prac- 
tice, may,  possibly^  suirgest  a  ^reat  variety  of  other  cases 
in  which  this  mode*  of  operating  can  be  advantageously 
followed;  there  U,  however,  one,  of  the  utmost  importaaeei 
in  which  it. may  afford  an  immediate  cure,  and  completely 
prevent  the  mosi  afHicting  and  direful  malady,  to  which  a* 
living  body  is  liable,  that  19,  Hydrophobia* 

It  can  only  be  ascertained  by  f«ir  and  repented  experi^ 
ments,  whether  we  can  depend  upon  this  as  8r  secure  pre* 
ventive;  and  it  certainly  should  not  be  condemned  or  re« 
fiised  until  we  hltve  had  the  most  undeniable  proofs  of  hs 
inefficacy. 

The  moment  an  accident  of  this  kind  has  happened  is, 

evidently,  the  only  period  to  apply  the  glasses,  with  any 
prospect  of  success.  A  more  powerful  degree  of  suction 
can  easily  be  obuuncd  by  the  use  of  a  glass  receiver,  fur- 
nished with  a  slop  cock',  and  exbansied  by  the  air-pump. 
The  mouth  of  this  vessel  should  not  be  very  narrow,  as  it 
may  be  proper  and  convenient  to  cover  all  the  tooth- 
marks  at  once,  if  possihli",  or  in  as  ra|)id  succession  as 
may  b*--.  I'iie  blood,  if  it  How,  should  be  instantly  wiped 
off  with  a  spontre;  and  it  would  be  prudent  lo  repeat  the 
operation  at  least  once  more.  ^ 
Besides  canine-madness,  this  method  should  be  tried  in 

all 
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all  similar  cases;  and  the  very  same  meaiib  pursued,  whe- 
ther the  wouHfi  has  i)eeu  inflicted  hy  a  rabid  or  poii&uuuus 
aiiiiiial,  or  by  a  poisoned  instruiueiit. 

I  may,  perhaps,  have  sdimbled  upon  what  has  already 
been  publicly  noticed  and  recomtiieuded  by  others;  it'  so, 
lean  only  assure  you,  this  communication  arises  from  the 
best  intention,  and,  sliould  it  bc  found  destitute  of  original 
merit,  I  hope  you  will  reject  it,  I  am,  &c. 

Long  Acre,  SejtU  13,  1804.  J.  HUME, 


Short  Statrmknt  of  the  IIi.sult  of  tiil  Practice  iif 

Till:  MosprrAL  iok  l*MibONLKs  OF  War  at  NormaK 
Cross.  CoiniuunimLtd  by  LeoNAV.  d  (iilLespie,  f/p* 
pointed  Phi/sician  to  the  Fleet  in  ihc  Mcdilcn  antan  Sea, 

The  depot  for  prisoners  of  war,  established  last  war  on 
the  bill  of  Norman  Cross,  is  situated  on  the  north  road, 
seventj^six  miles  north  of  London,  and  overlooks  on  the 
north-east  the  lake  called  Whittlesea  Mere,  distant  about 
three  miles,  together  wilh  the  extensive  plains  of -fen-lond, 
whidi  extend  for  upwards  of  thirty  miles  in  a  northeast 
direction  irom  Norman  Cross  to  the  borders  of  the  gulfHh 
on  this  coast,  called  Boston  Deeps.   The  buildings  are  of 
wood,  and  have  been  occupied  by  French  and  Dutch  pri« 
Boners  of  war  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war 
m  numbers  varying  from  1600  to  1000,  who  have  enjoyed 
a  very  tolerable  state  of  health  since  their  confinement  at 
iVis  place,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  abstract  of  the 
Bombera  received  into  the  hospital.  The  air  of  Norman 
Cross,  notwithstanding  the  vicinity  to  the  fenOands,  is  sa- 
labriovs;  the  soil  is  dry  and  calcareous;  the  water  is  drawn  , 
from  wells  in  depth  from  thirty  to  sixtv  feet,  and  is  a  little 
hard,  lueing  impre^jnated  with  a  smati  quantity  of  earthy 
•alt,  prohably  g3'psum,  preventing  its  lathering  with,  soap. 
The  patients  in  the  hospital  are,  to  the  honor  of  the  Co:i!- 
nissioners  for  Sick  and  Woundt  d  Seamen,  under  whose 
protection  they  are  placed  by  Government,  treated  pre- 
cisely as  our  own  seaiiu  u  an*  iii  naval  hospitals,  and  of 
course  have  every  proper  attention  paid  to  their  coaiiiut, 
and  to  the  re-e9tahlishmont  of  their  health.    The  diseases 
njost  prevalent  amonL^st  the  prifoncrs  of  war  at  Norman 
Cfos<i,  during  the  winter, were  catarrhal  complaints,  bomc- 

Ximci  degenerating  luto  peripneumonia  aud  carditis,  fatal 

iustuuccd 
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instances  of  wliich  occurred,  indicated  by  great  anxktv, 
oppressive  pain  at  tlie  sternum,  irregular  pulse,  aiici  dry 
cough  y  and  in  which  cases,  dissection  proved,  that  the 
heart,  as  well  as  the  lungs,  had  been  really  inflamed.  Se- 
veral of  these  catarrhal  complainta  also  include  plitlmi& 
puLmonalis. 

Rheumatic  complaints  were  also  very  common,  and 
liumbers  of  the  patients  were  aiHicted  with  rheumatic  fever 
oi  a  remittent  tjrpe^  protracted  beyond  the  period  of  a 
Iiyiation* 

Many  eases  of  troublesome  chilblains  occurred  to  the 
prisoners  who  had  not  sufficient  cioathin^  in  the  prison; 
and  the  itch  affected  ^bout  one  hundred  ot  them,  who  in 
Ae  spring  wer^  without  much  difficulty  cored  in  the  usual 
manner.  During  the  spring  and  summer  months  some 
hundreds  of  prisoners  having  been  sent  from  pnsM  ships 
in  the'  river  Medway,  many  of  them  were  anected  with 
tertian  feveis;  in  a  few  cases,  of  the  regular  double  tertian 
type ;  remittent *and  intermittent  fevers  also  attacked  a  few 
oif  those  prisoners  who  had  remained  at  Norman  Crasa 
during  the  preceding  winter. 

A  few  instances  of  putrid  fever  occurred  in  some 
patients,  which,  from  the  symptoms  and  protracted  length 
of  the  disease,  might  be  justly  termed  typhus;  whilst  in 
two  or  three  cases  the  violence  ot  lUe  symptoms,  the  ar- 
UctiL  heat  of  skin,  intense  thirst,  parched  Ibul  tongue,  ictc- 
ritical  suffusion  of  the  ikm  and  of  the  eye  un  ur  before  tliu 
sixth  day^  atrahiliary  or  dark  alvine  evacuations,  and  i;.pid 
progress  ot  the^  di^'ases,  seemed  to  entitle  il  to  the  appcla- 
tiao  of  fcbris  aidensof  Hippocrates  and  his  disciples,  or  to 
that  of  the  yellow  fever  (vulgarly  so  called)  oi  the  West 
Indies, 

In  no  one  of  these  cases  was  the  eh^^ase  propagated  by 
contagion ;  the  common  precautions  to  prevent  it  were 
»rac  fi,s(  d.  In  tluj^e  cases  of  ardent  fever  it  was  found 
fjjghly  advantageous  to  shave  tlie  head,  to  sponge  the 
whole  of  tlie  body  tVequently  Ui  tlic  day  wifh  vioct^ar,  to 
administer  saline  draughts  in  the  act  of  eUervesceiu-c,  n> 
give  lemonade  for  dnuk,  and  to  administer  frequent  cool* 
ing  acidulated  injections,  avoiding  the  brineing  on  of  a 
diarrhcea^  or  when  present^  moderating  it  hy  the  infusion  of 
Coilumbo  root  aided  by  rice  water,  sago>  arrow  root,  gruel, 
Cic^  In  the  low  stage  of  the  disease  large  blisters  succes- 
sively  applied,  and  (he  discharge  from  which  was  kept  up 
lor  some  time,  were  principally  depended  on,  aided  by 
wioe^  onmphorj  and  b«rk«  In  intermittent  fevers  the  uso 
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ligatures  on  the  extremities  were  frequently  atteikledl. 
witll  the  effect  of  checking  the  violence  oi'  the  paroxysai^ 
>prhen  applied  before  the  void  fit  came  on* 

The  scurvy,  in  its  incipient  atage,  affected  many  of  the 
prisoners  who  had  been  sent  frooi  Chalham,  and  wlio  had 
litely  come  from  the  West  India  Islands;  the  usual  synip»> 
toms  of  this  disease  here  made  their  appearance,  as,  laxity 
of  and  bloody  gums,  looseness  of  the  teeth,  foetid  breatb» 
discoloration,  a  degree  of  rigidity  and  contraction  in  the 
flexor  and  adductor  mnsdes  of  the  lower  extremities*' 
These  patients  generally  soon  recovered  by  the  use  of  Ye* 
getables  aided  by  the  fresh  citric  acid,  li  i>j  proper  to  ob- 
serve, tiiiLL  ilic  paiiciiLs  afiected  wilii  itch,  a  siiglit  degree 
oi  bcuivy>  trifling  ulcers  (which  were  few  in  number  and 
of  a  benign  cliaracter,  cvin*  ing"  the  safiibrity  of  the  air  of 
the  depot)  wue,  together  vvilh  oUuir  paiienis  aflPected  with 
slii^ht  couipiaiius,  treated  in  the  priiion,  which  is  airy  and 
suriuunded  by  tolerably  spacious"  airing  grounds,  aud  coa- 
sec|ueutly  were  not  adiuiitcd  into  the  hospital. 


C 


eny  of  Abstracts  of  Quarter Books  coniaining  tie  Num^ 
oer  of  Patients  received,  discharged,  "tared,  dead^  ^e* 
like  Ho^ital  Jfar  Prisoners  of  nar,  at  Norman  Cros% 
near  Siiiton  m  Huntingdonsktre. 

4ii03«    Last  quarter.    Received  in  the  quarter  ending 

tlie  31st  of  December  \Q,% 
Discharged  cured  in  ditto   -       -   -  8i 
i>ead  in  ditto    -  J 
Kemaining  in  the  hospital,  Dec.  ^ist.  41 

  IM 

# 

t8CH»    First  quarter.    lU^maiuing  Dec.  31st.  *  41 

Keceived  in  tlie  (|iia!ier     -   -   -   «  — 
Discharged  cured  lu  ditto  -   -   -   •  ipj 
Dead  in  ditto  -    --   --   --  - 

'    Kemaining  on  the  Slst  of  March    «  72 

  tfiM 

Secoud  quarter.        iiiaining    -    -    -  70 
Received  in  the  tpuuter     -    -    -    -    105  —  177 

Escaped  in  (Htto  -    --    --    --  i^g 

Dead  in  diuo  -------   •  4 

Disclinrcred  cured  in  chtio  -  -  •  -  \}l 
jtiemainiug  June  the  :K>th      «  -  •  60 

 W 
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1804^  Third  quarter,  uf)  to  Aug.  31.  Remaining 

Received  up  to  ditto  -    -    -    -    ^   -  oz—ilj 

Discliarircd  cured  up  to  ditto    -   -   -  63 

Dead  up  to  ditto    -  3 

'   Kemaining  ou  the  31at  of  August  -  -  51 . 
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Diseuus,  of  which  the  FaHcnU  died* 

1803.   Last  quarter.   Phthisis  PQimonalis     •  •  •  9 
1804*  First  quarter.  PeripaemnoDia 

Ditto  with  Carditis  -  ^  .  •  9 
Second  ditto.  Ardent  fever 

TvphQs  fever  ------  1 

Phthisis  Polmonalis     -  «^  -  i 

Third  ditto«i  Ulceration  of  the  tirinaiy  hiadder  1 

Phthisis  Pulmonalrs      -       •  1 

Typhus   1 

Total  -  13 


To  t/u  Editors  oj  the  Alcdkai  and  Fhj/sicalJournaL 

G£KTLEH£N> 

I  Request  you  to  rommbnicatc,  for  the  infornintlo!!  oi 
your  everv-whcre  spread  Keacicrs,  the  rec^ptum  \stf;rh 
Paris,  Wi  ll  as  Edinburgh  and  Dublin,  has  uiven  10  the 
pauiplikt  -of  William  Goldson.  Your  insertion  of  the 
following  ofTieial  paper  will  also  tend  to  show  the  pgioi 
vhich  have  been  taken  to  give  it  gratuitous  ditVuhiou. 
SMmrySqiuirei  20,      1804.  JOHN  WALK£IL 


Ministere  de  rintcrieur« 

Parii,  le  8  Messidor,  Atu  It* 

La  Sbcbetairb  Comitb  Central  bb  Vaccinb,  i 
MoNs.  NbWELL^  Physician,  No.  100,  Great  St.  Mar* 
tin's  Lane,  Charing  Cross,  Ix>ndon* 

Monsieur, 

La  Socirte  vient  de  recevoir  par  les  soins  de  M.  Blag- 
dea  un  petit  ouvracce,  intjiuie,  **  Cases  of  Small-pox  sub- 
soquent  to  Vacciuutiou,  with  Facts  and  Observations: 

read 


« 
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read  before  liie  Medical  Society  at  Portiimouth,  March  29, 
1804«  Addressed  to  the  Directors  of  the  Vaccine  institu- 
tion. By  William  Goldson,  Member  of  the  Royal  Col* 
lege  of  Surgeons,  in  JLoodon*   Pojrtsea,  ia04. .  • 

Plusieiui  faitet  ooateous  dans  cette  brochure  ,  meritent 
loote  Botre  attention,  &  nous  ii'osons  y  isomer  foi  qu'apr^s 
avoir  appris  de  voua  quelle  pent  ^txe  la  cause  des  evene- 
awns  c[ui  y  sont  rapportis.  jHom  ignorons  quelle  confiance 
on  doit  avoir  dans  les  ^assertions  de  M«  Goldson;  et  jus« 
qu'a  ce  que  vans  nous  ayes  instniit  ie^  moindres  details,  it 
cat  bon  qaa  nous  noua  tenions  sur  U  defensive*  Ces  faita^ 
i'ik  existent^  noua  paraiM^nt  tellement  extraordinaire^  si 
pea  coiiforaiefl  i  tous  ceuK  observes  deptiis  longtemps 
dans  tout  le  monde  savant,  que  nous  n*hesitons  pas  i 
croire  qu'il  y  a  queltju'  erreiir  conimise  dans  la  vaccina- 
tion, ou  qu'oii  a  pu  be  troujper  hux  i'iiiucalaliuu  dc  la  pCf 
tite  verole. 

Quoiqu^il  en  soit,  Monsieur,  la  nouvclle  Sue i etc  ^joute 
heaucoii|)  d'iiiijH)rtance  a  leoevoir  de  vous  tous  les  details 
qui  pourrout  Teclaiier,  et  elle  ne  doute  pas  que  la  plus 
grande  impartialite  ne  vous  guide  dans  la  rcj)i)ns(,'  que  je 
suis  chsrge  de  vous  supplier  de  vouloir  bic  n  lui  laire. 

Vous  ne  pouvez  douter.  Monsieur,  de  rwmpre<?sement 
avee  lequel  je  saisis  cette  occasion  de  vous  assurer  de  ma 
.haute  consideration. 

TURRON. 


To  ilu  Editors  0/  the  Medical  and  JPh^sical  Journal, 

A  Friend  of  mine  having  paid  considerable  attention  to 
the  physiology  of  leeches,  and  by  his  method  of  manaffe- 
ing  them  has  been  enabled  to  preserve  them  fit  for  use  tbr 
aevera]  years ;  has  permitted  me. to  communicate  the  result 
of  his  experience^  through  the  medium  of  yomr  nseAil  .and 
resnectabie  Journal. 

It  appears  that  river  water,  though  impregnated  with  « 
foreign  substances,  is  much  preferable  to  spring  water, 
particularly  if  it  be  suffered  to  stand  m  a  cistern  for  two 
or  three  days  previously  to  being  used.  It  is  necessary  to 
give  the  leeches  fresh  water  every  day ;  and  in  cold  wea- 
uier,  it  should  be  in  a  tepid  state. 

The 
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The  vessel  containing  them  must  be  kept  in  a  place 
Inhere  the  temperature  will  not  be  reduced  below  60®  ol' 
Fahrenheit. 

When  jroQ  put  them  into  ff^h  water,  yon  will  some- 
tunes  observe  a  greenish  excrement  rome  from  tbem^  in  the 
form  of  a  thread,  which  will  discolour  the  water.  When* 
ever  this  is  perceived,  it  is  better  to  renew  the  water  irane* 
diatelv.  You  \\\W  often  see  their  bodies  encircled  in  vaii- 
ous  places  with  pieces  of  tough>  li&;ht  coloured  mucus; 
this  should  be  removed  by  gently  rabbipg  them  with  a  soft 
rne,  as  they  are  fireauently  unable  to  get  rid  of  it  them- 
selves;  and^^  unless  tn is  is  done,- they  become  sickly,  aad 
injure  the  rest.  This  seems  the  most  formidable  con^j^laint 
to  which  they  are  subject;  and  on  its  removal  jom  will  be 
convinced,  bv  the  liveliness  of  their  motions,  that  yoo 
liav«  removecl  an  unpleasant  and  an  unhealthy  load  from 
Ibem. 

If  tliese  observations  be  attended  to,  and  the  leeches 
not  too  much  crouded  in  the  vessel  which  contmns  them, 
there  will  soon  be  no  reason  to  complain  of  their  scarcity. 

I  am,  &c. 

iiQtUngkam^  ld04,  JOHN  WiilTLAM, 


On  iht  Preparation  of  nourishing  Broths  from  frak  tfjrf 
dry  Bf^nes,  bi^  Mr.  HnaMBSTAEOT. 

Flesh,  witfiout  lat  aiui  bones,  consists  of  jelly,  a  par-* 
ticular  odorous  bubsuuict,  a  ilbrous  substance,  and  ranch 
water  j  ali  which  constituents  arc  met  with  \n  the  Hrsh  of 
every  animal,  and  nearly  of  the  same  qualitv,  hui  with 
jespect  to  their  quantity,  the  different  sorts  ot  flesh  great- 
ly differ  froui  eacii  otiier.  I  have  made  my  experimenli 
on  beef,  veal,  mutton,  and  pork;  the  results  of  which  are, 
that  the  constituents  were  found  in  these  sorts  of  Hcsh,  on 
an  average^  to  be  ia  one  pound  Muuce&  Germ,  civil 
weight) 

1*  Dry»  nenrishing  jelly  8 

Fat   ^  •  .  -  .  .  A 
d.  Fibrous  substance    -  2 
4«  Watery  panicles     -     11  A 
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Of  these  constituents,  the  jelly  which  is  extracted  by 
Water  may  be  considered  as  the  nutritive  matter,  the  fi- 
brous substance  merely  satiating  the  at(>mach ;  for  which 
purpose,  other  substances  may  be  employed.  Bones,  in 
tbeir  fresh  state,  freed  from  Iflesh,  let,  and  membranes, 
contain  in  one  pound  the  following  constituents* 

1.  Dry  nourishing  jelly  and  odorous  matter  4  to  4|  os« 
Fat  •-•.•^e  fi| 

3,  Bony  substance    -    --  --  --8  7} 

4.  Watery  particles   -  ^ 

The  jcllv  of  l)ones  perfectly  resembles  that  of  flesh,  and 
the  bony  substance  is  very  anji l^goii^  to  the  fibrous  sub- 
stance of  ilesli;  consequently,  lUe  bones  seem  merely  to 
be  an  indurated  flesh.  Both  parts  differ  from  otlier  animui 
substances  by  containing  a  peculiar  odorous  matter^  from 
which  the  agreeable  and  refreshing  smell  of  broUi  and 
roasted  meat  arises,  and  of  which  horn,  the  tendinous 
parts,  the  membranes  and  intestines  are  entirely  deprived; 
and  the  Jelly  which  may  be  procured  from  these  sufa«tanoet 
is  not  so  agreeable  as  that  obtained  from  flerii  and  bones^ 
but  rather  resembles  glue.  The  jelly,  the  Att,  and  the  o-> 
dorous  matter  are  separated  by  boiling  flesh  and  bones  in 
water,  whereas  the  fiorous  and  bony  matters  remain  nndia- 
soWed  in  a  tasteless  state. 

The  decoctions  of  flesh  and  bones  being  cooled,  the  fat 
is  separated  on  their  surface,  in  a  coagulable  state,  while 
the  broth  runs  into  a  trembling  jelly,  capable  of  being 
cut  into  pieces.  On  evaporatinjj  ibis  jelly  to  perfect  dry- 
ness, it  may  be  j^resci  vnl  iiKiny  years,  without  danger  of 
corruption;  it  readily  clii^auive.^  in  but  water,  forming  a  li- 
quid, very  agreeable,  and  nourishing  broth. 

According  to  the  above  statement,  one  pound  of  fresh 
bones  contains,  on  an  average,  double  the  quantity  of  dry 
iiouiisiiing  jelly  as  one  pound  of  fresh  flesh  without  bones. 
But  as  flesh  sold  in  the  market  contains  at  least  25lb.  of 
bones  in  every  100  weicrhr,  which  by  the  common  boiling 
yields  but  a  small  portion  of  their  virtues,  the  proportion 
of  constituents  in  lib.  of  flesh  with  bones  may  be  stated 
in  the  following  manner* 

,    1.  Bones  -  -  -  -   4  ounceii 

2.  Jelly  ij 

3.  Fat  '      I  ^ 

4.  Fibrous  substance  1^ 
4«  Watery  particles      8f  i 

TT*  The 
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*  The  proportion  of  jelly,  therefpr^^  extracted  bom  flesh 
with  bones^  to  that  from  bones  ooly,  is  =  3:8  or  ss  1:2t» 
^nsequently^  each  pound  of  bQ|ie9  is  times  more  Ya* 
h»e  than  one  pound  .of  desh^  if  compared  with  respect  tQ 
their  nutritive  virlues.  Bones  that  nave  been  boiled  with 
the  flesh  in  the  common  way,  retaip  the  greatest  part  of 
their  jelljj  and  yield,  according  to  my  method^  at  least 
three^foarths  as  much  jelly  and  fat  as  fresh  bones  which 
have  not  been  boiled*  The  method  of  separating  the  do* 
tritive  particles  from  bones  is  not  expensive  \  and  alt)ioiigh 
the  price  of  fresh  bones  be  equal  to  that  of  flesh,  would, 
Hotwitfastfindingt  be  advantageous.  But  when  the  bones 
of  boiled  or  roasted  meat  are  employed^  which  may  be 
purcbiised  at  a  very  low  price,  the  fat  dione  that  ts^  ob- 
tained by  ray  me^ho^  of  boilineTi  will  defray  the  expeoce 

ff  fuel,  iB&c.  and       j^'Hy  itself  scarcely  cost  any  thinfl[* 
'hose  bones  that  are  usually  thrown  away  might  be  aa- 
vantag<eously  employed  in  making  food  for  the  poor,  as 
well  as  for  hospitals  ;  and  they  will  likewise  artbrd,  with 
the  ncLesaury  iidditioui,  wholesome  and  airrceable  soups 
fur  families ;  by  vvliic  h  means  the  exj»cnccs  aiLciuiiu"  the 
pu J  (  lui.se  (ji  uu at  will  be  considerably  reduced.  Large 
|>ubiic  institutions  fo«  supporting  poor  and  helpless  people 
may  also  derive  great  advantages  from  this  manner  of 
preparing;  iiotnisbing  jellies.     pJow,  supposing  tliat  one 
insiiLutiuii  consumes  iwentv  oxen  per  month,  this  will,  in 
the  course  of  a  year,  amount  to  two  hundred  and  fortv; 
and  siipposino^  that  each  ox  weir^bs  jOOlb.  the  whole  ma-5 
of  1)erf'  coui-umed  in  this  period  of  tinu   will  average 
ICO^OUOib.  W'hichj  at  a  low   caleululioii,  rontains  ^r>\\K 
.  ,of  bones  in  every  cwt.  or  30,00()ib.     According  to  my 
experiments,  lib.  oi'  bones,  in  their  fresh  state,  contains 
4  o'jnces  of  dry  jelly  and  1  ounce  of  fat ;  consequeiiily, 
those  30,000  lb.  of  hones  contain  120,000  oz.  or  7,500lb. 
-  of  dry  jeily,  and  30,000  oz.  or  J,87^1b.  of  fat.    But  as 
lib.  of  such  jelly,  conside  red  as  nutritive  matter,  is  equal 
to  8 lb.  of  ^sh,  those  7,^00  lb.  of  dry  jelly  from  bones 
are  of  the  same  value  as  60,000  lb,  of  flesh.    Or,  if  we 
take  the  price  of  lib.  of  beef  to  be  equal  to  2  groshcn  or 
about  3d.  |,  the  value  will  be  5,000  rixdollars.   And  if  we 
bring  the  fat  obtained  from  the  bones  into  compntatioo^ 
at  6d.  each  Ib^  those  18,75  lb.  of  fat  will  be  worth  312 
rixdollan;  consequently,  such  an  institution  might  yearly 
gain  the  sum  of  b^\9^  i  rixdoUars;  a  diminution  of  ex- 
pence  which  certainly  deserves  attention.   The  greatest 
advantage  may  arise  ttom  the  introductioa  of  such  a  jelly 
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to  armies-  and  field  hospitals,  pai  ticularly  if  it  were  |)re- 
j)arefl  in  ijreat  qunntitic*,  as  it  might  be  readily  transport- 
ed witlioui  iuiy  fi-ur  of  corruption.  Soulicrs  would  always 
liave  a  ciu'iip,  nourialiini^,  and  whole^iunie  diet.  Besicef'd 
places  could  in  lids  manner  more  easily  guard  against  ilie 
want  ot"  meat:  and  to  tlie  suk  and  wounded,  ii  svotdd 
artord  a  nutritive  food.  The  Jelly  may  he  rendered 
more  fit  tor  j)re.servation  by  salt,  spices,  oruiins,  i>Ce.  niid 
I  again  maintain,  that  there  is  not  the  least  difference  bet 
tween  the  jelly  of  bones  and  that  pr(^parc-d  from  fksli. 

Other  advantages  which  the  preparation  of  this  ji  ily 
seems  to  promise,  £  shall  more  amply  detail  in  aparlicuiac 
work  which  1  iniend  lo  publish  on  thU  subject. 


An^YSIS  of  TBm  BaOTft  VROM.B0NK89  BY  M.  HlCHABU 

AND  SOK. 

T^ 
HE  experiments  made  on  the  analysis  of  the  broth 

from  bones  were  published  by  order  of  the  Prefect,  of  thi^ 
Department  des  Boaches  da  Rhone^  aud  ure  as  follow. 
.  Lxp.  1.  After  we  had  procured  five  pounds  four  ounces 
of  bones  from  oxen^  una  freed  them  from  the  cartilagine^ 
oas  and  tendinous  parts,  we  reduced  them  to  a  paste  by 
strong  trituration^  which  was  boiled  for  about  five  houra 
with  doable  its  weight  of  water  in  an  iron  pot.  The  broth 
^ing  filtrated  and  cooled^  two  pounds  four  ounces  of  jelly 
were  obtained.  The  residuum  was  (bund  to  be  four  pounds^ 
«riifcti  being  again  sabjecjted  to  decoction  with  double  its 
quantity  of  water,  yielded  two  pounds  one  ounce  of  jellyl 
The  remaining  bones  weighed  about  four  pounds;  they 
were  submitted  to  a  new  decoction,  and  the  jelly  tluj^ 
obtained,  weighed  nine  ounces.  Lastly,  we  caused  the 
piecp«i  of  bones  that  remained  on  the  liitruui,  to  uutlergo 
urujilier  dfcoction,  alter  they  had  been  [)reviously  triturat- 
ed, and  we  «btaii>ed  *p|even  ounces  more  of  jelly.  Tiiuai 
five  pounds  of  bones  produced  ucar  the  same  quantity  of 
jelly. 

Exp.  2.  Having  been  thus  assuned  that  the  bony  sub* 
stanc  e  furnished  a  quantity  of  jelly  suMicieut  for  being 
introduced  with  advantage  into  hospitals,  we  thought  \% 
l^roper  to  undertake  a  cbeinical  eKamiuation  of  tbis  sub« 

(No.  68.)  A  a  stance 
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stance.  With  tliis  view,  a  portion  of  jelly  was  dissolved  in 
a  sufHcient  quantity  of  water  on  a  sand  bath^  wherebv 
brotli  of  a  greyish  colourj  of  rather  an  unpleasant  sineir, 
but  not  disagreeable  taste,  was  obtained^  Added  to  the 
syrupus  violaruui^  it  had  no  action  on  the  blue  eoloar; 
And  mixed  with  alkali,  no  effervescence  was  perceived. 

Exp.  S.  r>rinir  tlnis  conviiicfd  tliat  no  acid  \va^  cnntain- 
cd  ill  the  above  broth,  it  reniaiiuMl  to  examine  ti^ic  nature  of 
the  (lifierrnl  salts  that  mii^ht  be  present  in  it,  which  we 
ecu  hi  not  doubt  were  thcelcments  oF  the  osseon?  texture, 
consisting  of  a  saline  calcareous  substance  and  a  geiatioous 
matter.  The  rcagency  which  we  employed  for  this  pur- 
pose, were  the  acidulous  oxalat  gf  pot-ash  dissolve  ia 
water,  which  being  added  to  a  portion  of  the  broth,  occa* 
sioned  no  nrccipitatiou :  nitrate  of  mercury  troubled  the 
liquor  but  little,  whieh  however  made  us  presume  that  it 
contained  some  muriatic  salts.  Ammonia  did  not  produce 
any  change,  neither  did  a  solution  of  fixed  alkali.  Coa- 
centrated  acid  had  likewise  no  netnon  on  the  broth,  except 
that  it  became  a  little  turbid  by  the  addition  of  concen- 
trated sulphuric  acid«  These  experiments  led  ns  to  con- 
clude, that  if  there  exists  a  saline  substance,  it  cannot  be 
phosphat  of  lime,  which  would  have  been  discovered  b; 
the  acidulous  oxalat  of  ^ot-asb.  Turbidness  occasionea 
by  the  addition  of  sulphuric  acid  and  of  nitrate  of  mercurf 
caused  us,  however,  to  suspect  the  presence  of  muriatic 
salts ;  to  examine  which,  we  undertook 

Exp.  4.  Part  of  the  iellv  submitted  to  distillation  in  a 
glass  retort,  to  whieh  was  annexed  a  recipient^  yielded  ao 
insipid  inodorous  phlegm;  but  the  fire  being  inereascd, 
the  matter  puffed  up  and  blackened;  it  exhaled  a  fetid 
smell.  The  interior  of  the  n  tort  was  filled  with  iliiik 
white  AnneF;,  and  a  seeoiid  })]iK;^m,  which  was  mostly 
alkaline,  passed  into  the  retort;  soon  after  an  oily  niatlcr, 
ot  an  empyreuniatie  smell,  appeared  on  the  surface,  and  a 
slight  saline  crust  was  formed  on  the  sides  of  the  recipient, 
which  being  detached,  proved  to  be  carbonat  of  ammonia. 
Hie  residuum  remaining  in  the  retort  was  a  coaly  matter, 
which  being  incineratecl,  appeared  to  be  muriat  of  soda 
and  phosphat  of  soda.  The  following  proceediiig  condru)- 
ed  our  opinion.  This  saline  matter  was  dissolved,  evajio- 
rated,  and  crystalltxed;  and  the  greatest  part  was  mvrial 
of  soda,  which  appeared  from  its  decrepitation,  easy  solo 
bility .  and  the  known  taste  of  common  salt.  With  respect 
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to  the  pliospbat  of  soda,  it  perfectly  dissolved  in  water } 
it  changed  the  colour  of  syrupus  violaruin  into  green;  and 
tAposed  to  tlie  fire,  it  puifed  up  and  melted. 

After  these  experiments,  which  were  made  with  the 
most  scrupulous  atteutioii,  we  think  that  the  presence  of 
liubplmt  of  lime  in  the  broth  from  bones  is  not  at  all  to 
e  apprehended.  However,  to  leave  nothing  imperfect 
with  regard  to  this  analysis,  we  thought  it  proper  to  repeat 
an  experiUKnt  of  Protessor  Dispan,  in  order  to  be  finally 
convinced,  whether  phosphat  of  lime  be  not  combined 
With  the  broth  from  bones;  but  after  the  jelly  had  been 
dried  and  incinerated,  we  could  not  trace  the  least  phos<« 
phat  of  Jime.  A  curious  circumstaQCe  to  be  observed  is^ 
that  broth  made  from  flesh  contains  phosphat  of  lime, 
which  has  been  proved  by  ProfesM>r  Dispan;  and  as  this 
broth  is  universally  found  wholesome  and  nourishing,  why 
should  not  the  broth  from  bones  have  the  same  quality, 
even  if  some  traces  of  phosphat  of  lime  were  discovered 
kit? 

From  tl^s  analysis  we  may  justly  conclude, 

1.  That  bones  contain  a  great  quantity  of  Jelly,  sufficient 
tor  affording  a  wholesome  and  cheap  food,  and  also  a  small 
quantity  of  iiiuriat  and  of"  phosphat  of  soda. 

2.  That  we  need  not  apprehend  the  presence  of  phosphat 
lime  in  the  broth  furnished  by  bones,  beeaiisc  iliis  saline 

^substance  cannot  be  separated  n:oai  tlxe  bones  by  the  com- 
mon proceeding  of  decoction. 

3.  That  five  pounds  of  bones  have  only  yielded  the  same 
quantity  of  Jelly,  though  M,Cadet-de-Venux,  in  his  me- 
moir on  the  alimentary  economy,  states,  that  he  has  ex- 
tracted four  ounces  of  jelly  from  one  ounce  of  bones ; 
which  difference,  however,  much  depends  on  the  age  of 
the  animals  from  which  the  bones  are  taken»  as  young 
bones  always  yield  a  greater  portion  of  jelly  than  old  ones, 

4.  That  even  if  we  obtain  only  the  same  weight  of  jelly« 
great  advantaffes  might  accrue  to  all  ranks  of  society  by 
mis  method  of  malting  broth  from  bones. 

5*  That  all  governments  ought  to  encourage  this  dis* 
covery,  by  ordering  such  broths  to  be  introduced  into 
bospitaJsj  and  similar  iostitntions* 
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To  ihi  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  PhysicalJomuL 

In  the  last  Number  of  your  Journal  are  some  Remarks 
on  the  Cow-pock  by  I>r.  \VaIker;  wlio  ti  lls  us,  tbat  when 
rtic  vari  jli  us  ])oek  has  acquired  its  full  dimensions,  it 
breaks  uito  a  number  of  dibtiucl  vesicles,  while  the  cow- 
pock,  or  r  [tiu  r  the  cougeries  of  vesicles  of  which  it  cou- 
sisfs,  reniinus  united. 

'  Tbis  is  an  inaccurate  dcscriptfon  of  the  variolous  pus- 
tule, excited  by  inocukiiion.  h  does  not  break  into  a 
number  of  pustules.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  an  prnptioti 
of  .secondary  pu-t  ules  near  to  the  primary  pu^^tiil*-,  wiui 
which  they  bceome  conflueut;  so  that,  in*^tead  oi  divid- 
ing into  many  parts,  varioiou^  ptistuks  have  a  lendcocy 
to  unite. 

'  It  is  well  known,  that  matter  u  most  active  when  taken 
fi*om  a  vaccine  vesicle  at  an  early  period  ;  it  is  also  well 
kaowo,  that  it  will  sometimes  succeed  when  diluted,  aud 
even  when  mixed  witii  blood:  bat  I  atn  sorry  to  find  the 
necessary  precaQtions  in  taking  matter  are  so  much  aeg- 
Ice  ted,  that  one  pracdtioner  has  seen  sncfa  matter  used  a 
thousand  time  .  *     ^  * 

Dr.  Walker  teik  at,  that  ptks  taken  from  undef  ft  scab, 
and-  tfsed  in  inoedladon,  wiJi  not  produce  any  effect,  O- 
theiir  tell  us  anotm  r  t  de;  and  if  such  practices  are  en- 
cottraged»  we  shall  often  hparof  the  sante  disastrous  con- 
setfaences  ^as  hdvt  ttlready  happened  from  the  abuse  of 
taccinalion. 

Dr.  Walker  tells*  ns,  that  If  the  scab  be  removed,  Ae 
pos  wiped  a^ij,  and  the  pait  tinderneath  broken  dotra 
with  a  lancet;  tt  yields,  in  a*  sitialler  quantity,  a  fluid^  c- 
(jfually  active  With  that  which  is  taken  from  an  unint^r*  , 
rupted  ptistule.  If  sneh  hazardous  experiments  arc  ever 
'    mnt\e,  the  less  ihat  is  said  about  them  tne  better. 

\^iyr.  Walker  ftsks,  why  we  should  say,  vaccine,  in  imito* 
tien  of  the  Frcneh  The  fact  is,  the  French  sav  vacchtf 
in  hnitation  of  tb'*  I'nijlish.  "  He  says,  we  lay  a^ide  nie 
terin  Ccm'-poek.  This  is  a  mii^takc  j  tijere  i^  no  term  in 
roiuinuu  use.  .... 

He  eousiders  vaccio/a,  the  word  proposed  by  Dr.  Stoke-, 
ilje  ni(j>t  ba|>i>y  word  to  be  adopted  ft  root;  fruni  alucli 
all  the  terms  used  in  tbe  practice  may  be  derived  with 
^virc  advantai]:e.  This  tuoi  i«  radicai/j/  improper.  If  ad- 
fiiiitcd  at  all  us  a  Lutia  word^  It  i»  a  diuiiuutive  from  vac* 
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■ 

Cdj  and  of  the  same  ioaport  as  vaccula,  a  little  cow.  Vac- 
cine iDcaDS  something  of  or  belonging  to  a  cow ;  and  is 
neritictiy  expressive  of  the  object  under  consideration^ 
tieace  we  say,  vaccine  matter,  vaccine  virus,  the  vaccine 
fluid;  vaccine  inoculation,  the  vaccine  disease^  vaccina* 
tioa;  and  to  vaccinate. 

Dr.  Walker  sa  vs,  he  is  sorry  to  see  me  follow  the  French 
liomeoclatorc  in  niy  Treatise.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  iri- 
form  him,  that  I  have  not  followed  it.  Tne  French  no- 
menclature consists  of  tour  words  ;  two  of  them  I  u^ed  be- 
fore the  Fj  each  u&cd  them  j  the  other  two  1  Ikavc  uevej: 
used  a  I  ail. 

It  is  true,  T  copied  the  French  nomenclature;  but  at  the 
same  time  duelared  it  to  be,  *^  for  the  ^ake  of  those  into 
whose  hands  any  Treatiae  on  this  important  hranch  of  me- 
dical science,  written  in  the  French  laniruaji,e,  may  hap- 
pen to  fall."  Dr.  Walker  has  also  copied  it;  but  this  is  by 
m  nv  uns  nn  aj) probation  or  disapprobation  p(  ti^e  terms 
ibereiu  eoaiaiuedL 

I  thank  your  Correspondent,  S.  M.  fur  bis  information 

conctriiiiig  the  London  llispensatorv  ;  and  I  think  it  a  dn- 
tv,  un  this  occasion,  to  express  a  wi&li,  lluil  uh<*never  any 
ititerntions  are  made  in  this  work,  public  notice  were  ^iven 
of  the  cireiiiii^i  iH  e,  in  order  to  promote  that  utiiiuiaiUy 
ill  the  com{K>^;tion  of  the  medicineb  therein  directed^  yvhich 
is  so  mTieh  to  be  desired. 

Vour  Correspondent  denies  the  merit  of  novelty  to  my 
observations  on  diarrhoea,  hut  allows  them  the  mucli  yrrcat- 

merit  of  being  practical  and  useful.  Were  every  ilnnir 
but  what  is  novel  excluded  from  your  Journal,  or  any 
other  medical  publication  wha^ver^  tbe  remainder  wouid 
iie  in  a  rerj  am^l  compass.  , 

^our  Corres[)oudent  wishes  to  know  the  cause  of  the: 
guai  niorlcility  wliich  has  latch'  prevailed  anioni;  hH.'ches. 
This,  I  apprehend,  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any  peculiariiy 
in  Thames  water,  but  to  the  threat  heat  of  the  summer. 
Leeches  are  animnK  to  winch  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold  arc  equally  destructive.  I  have  frequently  ktiown  u 
simdiu-  mortality  among  tbem>  when  ibe^  were  i^ept  in  the 
Jiew  lliver  water.  ^  * 

The.. wholesale  dealers  in  leeches  keep  them  in  .Spring 
wpter  durlqg  the  severity  of  the  winter^  because  it  is  then 
warmer  than  river  water*  Possibly,  it  may  be  better  than 
rim  water  during  the  summer,  becaose  it  is  then, colder; 
and  i^articttlarl;^  if  the  'putrefaction  in  river  wat^r  6a\e 

any 
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any  tbare  in  producing  the  mortality  in  question*  It  \$ 
obvious^  that  a  cool  situation  should  be  preferred  in  sudih 
met,  and  a  warm  one  in  winter* 

*rhe  observations  in  your  last  Niintber,  relative  to  ertip* 
lions  after  vaGciiiatioiij  by  Dr.  Adauks,  aic  iiucrcsliiig;  as 
every  thing  must  be  that  comes  frorti  his  pen*  Having 
Been  him,  when  he  was  in  London,  I  tohl  him  that  it  was 
the  c?eneral  opimoii  of  those  whom  I  had  heard  spiak  on 
the  subject,  that  thr  eruptive  cases  he  met  with  at  Madeira 
M'ere  not  eases  of  the  coW-pock.  I  asked  him  whether  he 
was  still  of  uj)inion  that  they  were  casea  of  this  kind,  aad 
he  answered  in  the  athrmaiive. 

By  a  reference  to  those  eases,  which  were  published  in 
the  Medical  and  PI ly si cal  Journal,  tor  April,  18()3,  it  ap- 
pears, in  some  of  them  the  eruption  took  place  without 
any  local  sign  6f  infection  on  the  arm.  This  is  so  different 
from  what  has  been  observed  in  other  parts  of  the  world  in 

general,  that  we  must  be  excused, for  hdrbouring  a  certaiti 
iegree  of  scepticism  on  the  subject,  till  the  point  is  cleared 
up,  by  the  future  experiments  and  observations  of  other 
practiiionersi  with  other  cow*pock  matter* 

This  scepticism  is  rather  increased  than  diminished  by 
Dr«  Adams  6  lata  communication^  in  which  we  are  in* 
formed,  that  the  same  event  took  place  in  a  patient  wbb 
had  the  itch*  No  local  effect  was  produced;  and  Dr. 
Adams,  in  this  ns  well  as  the  other  cases,  might  well  be 
ostonishid  at  the  appearance  of  a  gieal  number  of  vesicles 
on  other  parts  ot  the  body  ;  but  it  by  no  meaub  follows, 
that  they  were  of  the  vaecine  kind. 

While  \vc  are  sceptical  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
eruptions  which  iiave  oceurrcd  in  tlie  praetice  ot  Dr. 
AdamS|  we  cannot  be  hurt  at  his  being  sceptical  with  re* 
feard  to  the  eruptions  w^hieh  havo  orcnrred  irt  otir  practice. 
He  suspects,  that  some  of  the  eruptioivs  which  appenr  at  a 
reinote  period  after  vaccination,  which  the  zealots  on  one 
side  cal(  the  small -pox,  and  those  on  the  other  the  chiciea<» 
poTt,  are  nbthiny:  but  vaccine  vesicles. 

I  have  seen  n|any  such  ^ases,  and  have  never  seen  one 
df  them  bear  a  reseniblahce  to  a  vaccine  vesicle.  I  have 
-kaown  matter  taken   from  such  eruptions  produce  the 
chicken»nox*   Dr.  Willari  has  also  seen  several  of  ttese 
caseif,  ana  pronounced  them  to  bethe  chicken^pox;  and 
Pr.  Adams  will  not  t^ail  Dr.  Wiilan  21  j^calot. 

tknowtio  reason  to  Suppose!  that  eruptiolis  which  9p* 
^ar  at  4t  temole  period  are  owing  to  vaccine  inoculation; 
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nor  do  T  know  of  any  new  species  of  vesicular  emption 
whicii  has  lately  appeared.  Inste  ad,  therefore,  of  our  sup- 
posed cases  chicken-pox  being  the  cow-pock,  I  am  in- 
clined to  thinks  Dr.  Adaius'd  suppoited  cases  of  cow-pox 
were  the  chicken-pox* 

On  Adams  wishes  we  were  all  more  attentive  to  mark 
phflBBomeoaf  than  hastily  to  get  through  diihculties.  In 
this  sentiment  every  friend  of  science  must  coincide.  But 
when  he  tells  us,  that  we  ought  as  much  as  p^issihle  to 
encourage  the  objections  of  the  captious^  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  oVservej  that  after  the  rigorous  ordeal  which  vac- 
cination  has  now  undergone^  such  objections  can  onl/ 
serve  to  keep  the  mind  of  the  public  in  a  continual  state  of 
alarm. 

He  allows,  that  the  objections  hitherto  started  are  toO'  * 
light  to  be  taken  into  account,  wlien  compared  with  the 
coiuruiy  evidence.  Tins  beini^  the  case,  nothing  should 
be  encouraijed  that  tentls  Lu  retard  the  proirri'ss  of  vacciiKi- 
tion,  and  to  prevent  the  present  age  from  eiijoj  iug  the  full 
advaiitaf^e  ot  tlie  practice*. 

Too  laucU  entuurageinent  is  given  to  such  objections; 
too  much  encouragement  is  given  to  unauthentit  ated  re- 
ports; and  too  many  periodical  publications  ;ire  ready  to 
rect  jve  and  circulate  any  lie  that  is  fabricated  against  vac- 
cuidtion.  One  of  these  latelv  refused  admission  to  a  letter 
frptn  Dr.  Marshall,  complaining  of  the  iliberaility  of  an 
anonymous  att:u.'k  on  the  |)ractic^  and  himself;  and  pledg- 
ing himself  to  refute  the^harges^  if  the  author  of  the  at- 
tack would  publish  his  name,  and  specify  the  names  of  tlie 
parties ,ki  whom  the  pretended  failures  had  occurred.  Ad- 
mission was  also  refused  to  a  respectful  representation  of 
the  impropriety  of  admitting  anonymous  attacks  of  this 
kiad^  and  anonymous  reports  on  so  important  a  subject. 

But  admission  was  readily  granted  to  a  report  of  an  un* 
favourable  kind;  a  report  more  congenial  with  the  part* 
espoused  by  the  editors  of  that  puhlicntton.  This  report  is 
concerning  a  child,  who  lately  died  of  the  small-pox  after  ' 
being  supposed  to  have  bad  the  cow-pock.    Mr.  l*ailhhorn 
of  Kensington,  it  is  there  said,  can  attest  the  fact.    I  have 
enauired  of  Mi.  I  aithhorn,  and  tiir  followiu:^  c  eriificate 
will  prove',  that  as  far  as  his  icsiLuiony  is  coiiciiiucd^  tUc* 
report  is  destitute  of  fouudation. 

It  having  been  stated,  that  a  child  of  Mr.  Meredittu 
of  Kensington,  who  lately  died  of  tlie  small-pox,  had  been 
tDocabted  for  the  cow-pgckj  and  regularly  gone  through 
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the  disease,  and  that  I  couldteetiFy  the  truth  of  this^gscr^ 
tion  ;  I  hereby  dechire,  that  1  never  saw  the  child  when 
under  vac  inarioii ;  and,  tliat,  froii)  the  acroinit  given  to 
me  hy  Mi^.  M  redith,  1  aui  perloctly  convinced  he  ut^er 
had  the  co\v-pv)rk. 

Mr.  WiUon,  surgeon,  of  Shadwci,  and  Mr.  Cockle, 
sinG;(  ()n,  of  liit^li  ll<»!born,  snw  ibe  child  with  iiie  ;  and 
after  uiakins:  every  po^>ii)le  encjuiry  of  the  parents,  were 
«lso  of  opinion  that  the  child  iievef  had  the.  eow-pock. 

Kcnsingtm,  21,  1804.  JoHN  Fa  ITRHOaX." 

Id  the  account  published,  it  is  6l«t^  that  there  was  a 
black  scab  ofter  the  pock.  This  is  contrary  to  the  accouat 
given  hy  the  mother  to  Mr.  Faithhoroj  Mr.  Cockle,  and 
Mr.  Wilson,  who  first  enquired  into  the  subject.  She  afier** 
wards  gate  a  different  acconnt. 

It  appears,  however,  even  by  her  confession,  that  the-- 
child  was  inoculated  on  Monday,  and  that  Mr.  C\)llurne 
never  saw  him  but  once  after,  while  suppoii-l  to  be  und^^r 
vat  cination,  which  was  on  the  '[  hmsday  folfowinir. 

'Ilie  report  st;'.tes,  tliat  Mr.  lIo^\ard  of  Pimlico,  ]i;id  a 
share  in  inoculating  the  child.  This  is  likewi-  >  f.ii^i  ;  that 
gentleman  nev<*r  snvy  the  child  when  nn(ier  inocidation; 
and  was  not  in  the  neifyhhourhond  of  London  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Merriman,   another   ol"  the  |m- -icndcd  wirnessiiei, 
knows  untiling  of  the  inatti  r.    The  name  of  Mr.  Wilson  of 
■  W'i'whnill  Street,  is  prohabiy  put  down  by  mistake,  instead 
of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Shadwel). 

Finding  the  report  so  incorrect,  I  have  not  thon^^bt  i^ 
worth  while  to  call  on  all  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
mentioned,  i  have,  however  made  i  nquiries  of  Mr.  Col- 
Inrne,  and  the  mother  of  the  child,  and  have  receiTied  tkt 
following  information : 

The  cliild  was  inoculated  by  Mr.  Coiinrne,  who  MV 
him  again  three  days  after.  If  at  that  time  lie  formed  any 
decisive  opinion  respecting  the  sncceis  of  inoculation,  it 
certainly  was  premature;  but  this  will  by  no  means  justify 

assertion,  that  the  child  had  the  cow-pock. 

Accordini?  to  the  mother^s  account,  a  pustnle  rose  on 
eaeh  arm,  but  was  robbed  of  within  a  few  days.  Ft  is, 
therefore,  the  more  likelv  to  have  been  of  the  sporiotw 
kind;  which  consists  of  only  one  cell,  and  is  more  eicvaied 
than  the  trcnuine  cow-pock;  and^  on  both  these  Recounts, 
is  more  frequenil}'  ruptured,  '  '  1  am,  &.c. 
*  I^ew  Strcci,  Hanavcr  &2uare*  JOHN  RiNG. 

■ 

-  .  JjQtankal 
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Jiotanical  Description  of  iit  ititk  FiatUs. 

[  Continued  frtmi  pp.  3tQ-*23S.  ] 

40    BuNiLM.    B,  fliTunsum. 

Jng.    Eju  th,  kip^jcr,  pig,  hawk  orfur-uiit;  cajiU  clics- 

Gtv/.  i)$c.  Hi  jbs.  uniform:  iimlx-l  crowck^l :  Stvlc-s 
l»(?iit  back,  cIcjidLiKus :  !iccd«  latlicr  cyliudiical,  scuVcd, 
tliicker  to\v;iitis  llie  c  nd. 

Spec.  Jmsc.  Iiivolucr.  from  one  to  tliice  leav*?.*;,  dec!* 
duoiis.  Sttm  icuiicsi  at  the  base,  taperiiig  dp\vu\vards»  * 
;iigzap^.  ^>/*//cs  permanent.  Jloot  tuberous^  Stvm  sniooth, 
scnr  d,  but  Lttie  branched.  Leaves  doubly  wiuged;  .sc-»}ji. 
slciKlfT,  tuperiug.  Involucr.  geutrally  vk'antiiig,  i  itiLd 
ti^in  tu  twelve  spokes.  Liiibeilule  sixteen  si».  Sfj/Ls^t^ 
first  cit  sc,  afterward:}  straddling^  never  bent  hack,  ^Fhzt-* 
m  white*     Miadoics,  pasturu^  uoods.    Dloss.  Alay, 

Uh.  Those  roots  eaten  either  ruw,  or  boiled,  or  rbastcd, 
are  scarcely  inferior  to  chesnuts,  and  would  be  agree* 
able  addition  to  oiir  winter  deserts. 

n.   CJoNiL  .M.    C.  maciilatum.    Cicula  major,  Cicu" 

-Jfiif.    Hemlock,  cominuu  hernloc  k.  Kex. 

(ten,  IXiSC.    Invocellum  i?oint^  halt- way  round,  of  about"^ 
tliree  leaves.    1  ruit  egg-shaped,  bulging,  ribs  compressed, 
vaved  before  the  fruit  is  ripe. 

Spts.  Ihsc.  ^€ds  without  prickles.  Stem  branched,  ' 
Sttiuotli,  shiuinaf,  spotLrd  and  streaked  with  blackish  pur- 
ple, itnoiuccd,  one  leal',  div«  into  three  and  four;  segm,  at 
tbe  edgea  white  and  membraneous.  Letter  Uaxe*  dark 
green  and  sbining*  Outer  petals  large%iu  i*Vanrm  white/ 
aedgcB,  orchard^  duHghUh,  rubl/hh^  and  cultivated  ^rouudl 
Bloss.  June,  July. 

Uk,  This  plant  haa  a  peculiar  faint  feud  siaeU.,  and  a 
slight  aromatic  and  somewhat  nauseoas .  taste.  That  the 
plaot  is  poisoootts  there  can  be  no  doubt,  aitd  numerous  in- 
stances  are  recorded  by  various  authors  oi*  it>  <lelc  teriou>  ef- 
fects; but  it  st^emH  prob.il)le,  from  some  eircumHtaiic^^j,  that 
ItJs  Ie3»i  powerfully  so  than  was  iuri:u  riy  iuiaglncd.  That 
the  root  does  not  possess  aay  uoxiojs  power  wlufiever, 
severid  reeent  intances  of  its  beiiio:  rt-[i  aiediy  and  lare^elv 
eaten  with  iuj|juuity,  have  uaequivoraii  v  beon  sliewt;.  PJiii, 
Jrati$.  xix.  p.  t)34.  Curtis  Jior.  Lo)i<I,  iMurruj/  J  p. 
M^d.  V.     p.  2ib.   iWdMr.  Jjane  mfuimfi:d  i^ir.  Curtis, 

\  that  » 
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that  from  his  own  experience  he  was  of  opinion  the 

roots  might  be  cultivated  in  gardens,  and  either  eaten  ravr 
like  celery,  or  boiled  as  parsnips  and  carrots."  V  inegar  has 
been  found  the  most  useful  in  obviating  the  eflects  of  the 
poison  of  hcuilock,  and  by  macerating  or  boiling  the  plant 
in  vineijar  it  becomes  totally  inert. — Lindem^tolpc  dt 
tunU,    i'OT  the  principal  symptoms  produced  l)y  immoder- 
ate doses  of  hemlock,  see  Hal/cr,  Murray ,  tV  . — -Tliis  was 
generally  employed  by  the  Greek  and  Arabian  pliysicitins 
as  an  external  remedy  for  tumours,  ulcers,  and  cutaneous 
eruptions;  it  Was  also  thought  to  have  the  peculiar  power 
frangere  stimulum  vencreinn/*  et  "  incremcnta  niam- 
manim  et  testiuni  cohiberc:"  which  seems  the  more 
remarkabie^  as  Stoerck^  Bergius,  and  others,  recommeod 
its  internal  use  in  complaints  of  a  contrary  nature^  and 
adduce  proofs  of  its  aphrodisiacal  powers.    JBerg,  MaL 
Med,  p.  195.   Baron  Stoerck  first  brought  it  into  repute  as 
a  medicine  of  extraordinary  efBcacy»  and  Bergius  con* 
aiders  its  virtus  to  be  narcotica,  rewlvem,  suppurationm 
promovens  diurctica,  and  recommends  its  use  in  varioni 
disorders ;  others^  however,  have  condemned  it,  and  the 
value  of  this  medicine  seems  still  to  be  undetermined* 
There  are  no  testimonies  in  this  country,  like  the  fads 
adduced  by  Stoerck,  of  inveterate  schirruses,  cancers,  ul- 
cers,  &c.  hitherto  deemed    irremediable,  having  been 
cured  bv  it;  but  it  ha^  been  ibuiid  that  several  disorders, 
which  had  resisted  other  medicines,  have  yielded  to  hem- 
Ji>i;k,  and  that  some,  if  not  cancerous,  at  least  of  that  ten- 
dency, have  been  relieved  by  it.    In  chronic  rheumatisms, 
glandular  swellings,  &gc.  &c.  and  in  the  chin-cougii,  it 
is  now  generally  employed.  Externally,  the  leaves  of  hem- 
lock have  been  variously  applied  with  advantage  to  ulcers, 
indurated  tumours,  and  gangrenes. — IVoodvilk,    The  ditH- 
culty  of  preparing  the  extract,  and  its  great  uncertainly, 
render  the  use  of  it  dangerous  and  doubtful.    Dr.  Wither- 
ing says,  that  for  Some  years  he  has  laid  it  aside,  and  pre- 
scribed  only  the  powder  of  the  dried  leaves,  for  which  lie 
recommends  the  following  method  of  preparation:  Let 
the  leaves  be  gathered  about  the  end  of  June,  when  the 
plant  is  in  flower.   Pick  off  the  little  leaves  and  ihiow 
away  the  leaf<*6talks«   Dry  these  selected  little-leaves  in  a 
hot  ^nti,  'or  on  a  tin  dripping-pan,  or  a  pewter  dish,  before 
the  fire*   Preserve  them  in  bags  made  of  strong  brown 
|)a{)er,  or  powder  them,  and  keep  the  powder  iu' glass  viab 
m  a  drawer,  or  something  that  will  eieclude  the  light;  for 
the  light  soon  dissipates  the  fine  green  coloui;,  uad  with 
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itt  colour  the  medicine  loses  its  efficacy.  Trom  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  grains  of  this  powder  may  be  taken  twice  or 
tbrice  a  day.  "  I  have  found  it  peculiarly  useful  in  chrtmQ 
'fhtumatkmi,  and  also  in  many  of  those  diseases  tliat  are 
usually  supposed  to  arise  from  acrimony.  The  nature  of 
this  book  does  not  ailow  of  minute  details  of  the  irtrtue 
of  plants^  but  I  can  assure  the  medical  practitioner  that 
it  is  well  worth  his  attention.-^lftlAen/ig,  /.  e.  Mrs.  Y, 
in  Ireland,  cured  a  poor  woman  of  a  canrer  in  the  breast 
by  hemlock  pills  taken  inwardly,  with  stupes  of  the  same 
plants—//.  B.  Bai  on  Stoorck  used  an  tji  tract  from  the 
Jresh  root  in  spring,  in  cancerous  and  sciupiiuious  com* 

42.  Peucedanum.  P,  officinale, 

Jng.  Sulphur-wort.  HogV  fennel.  Harestrong. 

Gai.  Desc.  Involucr.  very  short,  fruit,  eliptical^  slightly 
ridffed,  compressed^  bordered. 

Spec,  Deic,  Leaves,  five  times  divided  into  three,  thread 
strap  shaped,  i'c/a^i .  yellowish.  SaU  manhei*  Bloss. 
June,  July  • 

V$e*  The  roots  have  a  strong  fetid  smelly  and  an  acrid, 
bitterish,  unctuous  taste.  When  wounded  in  the  spring, 
they  yield  a  considerable  quantity  of  yellow  juice,  whira 
dries  into  a  gummy  resin,  and  retains  the  strong  scent  ot 
the  root.  Its  virtues  have  not  yet  been  ascertained  with 
preciston.-^IFil^jkert/tg. 

43.  Crithmum.  C.  marUimum*  C*  siculum, 

-^ng.  Rock  samphire. 

Gen,  Dcsc.  Florets  equal.   Fruit  oval,  compressed. 

Spec,  Desc.  Leajits  strap  spear-shaped,  tieshy.  Fiowerig 
white.  Sea  coast,   Bloss.  August. 

Use,  On  the  sea  coast  it  is  gathered  for  sale,  being  much 
tised  as  a  pickle :  the  poor  people  there  eat  it  also  as  a  pot^^ 
herb.  Cows  and  sheep  feed  eagerly,  and  are  said  to  grow 
fat  upon  it. — Fenn* 

44.  Hi.RACLEUM.    H,  sphondj/IIii/rn, 

-^ffg*  Cow  parsnip.  Madnep.  Hug-weed.  Parsnip  hog* 
Weed. 

Gen.  De%r,  Involucr.  shedding.  Bloss.  irreg.  Petals  bent 
inwards,  nt)tched.  Seeds  comprissed,  leaf  like,  smooth,  en- 
CQuipasaed  by  a  membrnnaceou^  border. 

Sptc.  Dtsc.  Left/its,  wing-cleft,  even.    Flowers,  radiated. 
L^af  stalks,  at  the  base  like  a  bag,  scored, membranaceous, 
"Woolly  at  the  edge??.    Steni^lcavts,  winged,  hairy;  leajits,  . 
Ihree  pair,  jagged,  indented i  odd  one,  thxee-cleft.  Outer 
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florets  radiated,  the  central  nearly  equal.  FIoTi-'tr^  wWiic, 
Sii'ds  Willi  three  ridges  on,  ^acb  bide.  Jicd^es,  nuadtmi, 
puUnns,    Blqss,  .lulv. 

Lse.  in  Poland  aiici  Lithuania  the  poor  pieparc  a  hquor 
from  the  leaves  an<l  i>eeds  of  this  plant,  whieh,  rdter  under- 
going a  fermcutatioi),  is  usetl  as  a  beverage  Id^e  a!c.  The 
stalks,  peeled,  are  eaten  l>y  the  Kam!>clmtdales.  Tlie 
Hussians  prepare  From  tiiis  plant  an  eatable,  wbieb  they 
esteem  a  great  delicacy  ;  they  pick  off  the  leaf-stalks  of 
ll^  root-leaves,  peel  tliem,  and  bang  thetn  in  the  sun  to 
Ury  a  iitile;  ibey  then  tie  tbem  io  liule  bundles^  and  bang 
iheoi  i^p  ftgaia  till  tbey  become  yellow ;  in  ibis  state  i^ey 
are  put  into  bage,  and  a  mealy  substance,  like  sugar,  forms 
upon  the  surface  of  them;  this  is  carefully  shaken  otT,  and 
served  us  a  treat  to  the  guests.  They  likewi-^f  distill  aa 
.ardent  spirit  from  iu-^-Gnulin,  The  peelings  ol"  the  ?italks 
-  are  acrid.  The  leaves  are  a  favourite  food  of  rabbits,  boga^ 
ond  asses :  cows,  goats>  and  sheep  eat  them ;  horses  arc  not 
fond  of  them. — fFifhenug.  This  plant  has  been  found 
iiseful  in  tpikpty. — H.  B. 

\  4.>.  LiGi  sTicuM.  Scuiicum, 
j4ng.  Scottish  lovage.    Sea  parsle}  . 

(ji  ii.  Dfsc.  equal.   Petals  rolh  d  imsards,  entire, 

l^riiit  oblong,  tapering  at  each  end,  bve  ridges  on  each 
Wde.  , 

Spec.  Desc.  Ticaves  douhlv  ihree-tuld,  t'lossv  untlerneatlu 
Litlic  icatcs  (ihloug,  wedge  shaped,  entire  below,  above 
serrated  irregularly.    Rocks  btf  tlu  sua  side    Bloss.  July. 

Lse.  The  root  x.)i  this  nlunt  is  reckoned  a  u<jod  earniina- 

•  ...»  - 

tive;  an  initisiun  ot  the  icavcs  is  said  to  be  a  guod  pufgc 
J\)r  eali'ts.  It  is  much  valued  in  the  isie  of  Sky,  and  is 
ix  sides  nscd  as  foodj  eaten  either  as  sallad,  or  boiled  as 
;;r<  ens. — l\  tmaiit.  Horses^  sbeep^  and  goats  cat  it :  cow« 
le fuse  i  t. — fyithervtg, 

4G,  Angelica.  A.^archangelica.  J.saiha. 
j4ng.  Garden  angelica. 

Oen*  Dcsc*  Bloss.  equal,  pet.  bent  inwards:  styles  re- 
fleeted ;  fruit  roundish. 

,  •S/;rc.  Z>ritf«  Leaves  winged ;  leufiti  unequaUy  serrated, 
ddd  one  three-iobed  ;  the  serratures  broad  and  of  a  lopped 
flppeairance  at  the  base :  Involucell.  sometimes  longer  tbaa 
umbellule.    Ihoudihoore,  ntar  lymniirj^ham.    P»loss.  Sept. 

V$f.  The  medical  character  ol"  ani:eliea  iias  made  it  aa 
bbjcct  uf  cultivation  to  the  English  gardener  for  more  thau 
t\so  ct;nturieb.    The  biulk,  ie^avc:*,  s>et>iis,  but  more  particu- 

.  larly 
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larly  the  root,  have  a  fragrant  agreeable  srncll  and  a  bit- 
terish pungent  tasti  :  on  being  clie\red  they  arc  at  Hrst 
sweet,  alieruards  acrid,  and  leave  a  i^lowing  heat  in  the 
mouth.       The  fresh  root,  wounded  early  in  spring,  yiehia 
from  the  inner  part  of  the  bark  an  unctuous  yellowish; 
odorous  juice,  %vhieh  gently  exsiccated  retains  it.^  fra- 
grance, and  proves  an  elegant  aromatic  gummy  resin." — * 
Ijerris.  LtonsDus  f^ays,  that  the  Laplanders  entertain  a  verjf* 
high  opinion  of  the  titility  of  this  plants  as  food  and  medi^L 
cine,  which  is  natural,  as  few  aromatic  plants  inhabit  the 
polar  regi(His.   Bergius  thusj^t^nnm^rales  itk  virtues :  Akti^ 
ieria,  stomacMca,  iudorlfcrn'^^eamiinafha ;  and  it  has  been 
recotaamended  in  female  diseases  •  yettfaongh  it  ttHistbe 
allowed  to  posses^  aromatic^  and  what  are  cuited  carmtnii** 
tiye  powers^  it  is  in  these  qualities  surpassed  by  orfier' 
siiaptes, '  and  therefore-  selddcn  emplojM^d  in  the  present 
practioe«~fFaodt«Al(^»   It  is  commonly  nsed  for  a  confecv* 
tira  09  sweetmeat;  and  employed  ixt  some  distilled  waters, ' 

47.  AN<rr,LirA.  A.  sy/ies/ns.  •  '        "  •  *  " 

Ant:,  Wild  anifclica.  '  * 

G't/i.  Di  sc.  Js  above,        "  *         ;       '  " 

Spec,  BtK.  Leajih  equal,  cgg-spear  shaped,  serratx?d 
finely  and  regularly.  Spokes  to  forty ;  Fruit  slalks  to  eighty, 
/?/7"a7/irr.  generally  0.  Involucel.  pernuinrnt.  il/cASS.  white,* 
tinf^ed  with  red.  Seeds,  border  uiembranaceous,  three 
ridges  on  the  outer  side.  Marshy  WQods  and  hedges,  ,B^oss« 
June,  July.  ^ 

Vae,  It  is  warm,  acrid,  bitter,  and  aromatic,  p.ossessing;' 
ail  the  qiialilies  of  that  cultivate  d  in  our  gardens  (see  Free* 
Art,);  but  as  the  latter  possesses  these  properties  in  a 
hi^er  degree,  this  has  been  long  neglected.  Cows^  gc^^t^ 

aoa  vwine  eat  it ;  horses  refuse  it. — Withering. 

•If  '  ♦    '      *  '  ■ 

48  SiVM.   S.nodiflorim*  ^ 
jlug,  Creepiug  wiOef  parsnips  OTtSk^rret* 
.  G<A*  l)cic«  Sttwlucr^  many  leaved.  Petals  heartr^baped^ 
S^es  bent  back;  fruit  roundish. 
"  Spec.  Desc.  leaves  winged  ;  laMsp  tooth-serrated  ;  um* , 
fcr/s  lateral,  opposite  the  leavest  iVoaVM^  white.    >jttm  and^ 
if  ranches,  trailing  or  floating  on  the  water. .  Invuluci.  dcci* 
duous«    Riit'fs  and  ditchiS.    Bloss.  July,  Aug. 

Use.  The  c'Hicacy  of  ttiis  plant  is  thus  attested  by  Or- 
\\  itlici  nii^  :  "  A  y(»uii^  hidy,  iix  Vcai^  old,  was  cured  of 
an  obstiuiUc  cutaiicous  disea>e  by  takiu^ibrt;^  large  spoon- 
fuls of  the  juice  t'.vice  a  day.*'  Dr.  vV,  has  rt^peatedly 
jjiveu  tu  adults  three  or  four  ouuees  every  niurnino:  in  . 

biuiiiar 
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similar  complaints  with  the  greatest  advantage :  it  is  not 
nauseous^  he  adds,  and  children  take  it  readily  if  nixed 
with  milk.  In  the  doses  of  it  given  by  him,  it  affected  not 
either  the  stomachy  the  bowels,  or  the  bead. — Wither^ 
ing.  It  has  lately  been  admitted  into  the  Mat.  Med.  of  the 
London  College,  in  the  character  of  an  antiscorbutic,  or 
rather  as  a  corrector  of  acrid  humours,  especially  when, 
manifcbiLcl  by  cutaneous  eruptions,  and  tumours  in  llie 
lymphatic  jj^stem^  uu  the  teaiiiiiony  of  Jiciric  and  ilu^.— 
tVoodviUe. 

49.  CEnanthe.    (E.  crocata,   Filipendula  cicmimfadc, 

Jng.  Hemlock^ropwort.    Dead  tongue* 
.  Gen*  Dac.  Floreu  of  different  shapes,  the  central  il. 
sitting,  barren.  Fruit  with  a  cork-like'coatfObloiigi scored; 
crowned  by  permanent  styles  and  calyx. 

Spec.  De$e*  Lemves,  many-cleft,  blunt,  nearly  equalt 
some  winged^  some  doubly  winged.  Little  leav€$,  wedge 
shaped^  smooth^  streaked,  jag[ged.  Petals  while,  acute, 
bent  inwards.  Involucr.  wanting,  or  of  five  strap-shaped 
leafits,  readily  falling  off.  Umbclluhf  nearly  Rlobular. 
Gen.  Bioss.  not  very  unequal.  Woiery  places,  ounke  if 
rivers  and  diieheh   Bloss.  June,  July. 

Uu.  An  infusion  of  the  leaves,  or  three  tea  spoonsfull  of 
the  juice  of  the  root  taken  every  morning  effected  a  core 
'  in  a  very  obstinate  cutaneous  disease  ;  but  it  was  not  with- 
out occasioning  very  great  disturbances  in  the  constitution. 
See  Dr.  Pultenev's  letter,  PHI.  Trans.  2rtt.  0. 469.  The 
whole  of  this  plant  is  poisonous;  and  Dr.  Fulfeeney  re- 
marks, that  of  all  the  vegetable  poisons  produced  in  Great 
Britain,  the  root  of  this  ^ant  is  the  most  virulent.  Maay 
instances  of  its  fatal  effects  are  recorded ;  for  which  see 
Phil.  J'r.  ib,  and  vol.  i.  p.  856.    CMent.  Mai^.  Juliet  ^47, 
Mar.  1756,  Sept.  1738.    It  is  made  use  ot'  by  the  country 
people  in  Westmoreland  as  an  application,  in  the  form  of 
ii  poultice,  to  the  ulcer,  whic  h  forms  in  the  fore  part  of  ihu 
cleft  of  the  hoof  in  horned  cattle,  and  is  called  the  foul.-* 
IVithcnng.    Ibib  [)iant  lias  been  sometimes  nii^iaken  for 
celerv,  to  which  it  bears  some  reseuiblancr- ^  hut  it  is  a 
terriOie  poison^  and  even  the  smell  of  it  is  deleterious :  a 
vomit  is  the  best  remerly  for  those  who  have  eaten  of  it. 
A  spoon!  ul  of  the  juice  given  to  a  dog,  rendered  him  sick 
and  stupid:  a  goat  eat  it  with  irapunity. —/.?gA(/ool.  For 
instances  of  its  deleterious  effects,  see  Dr.  VVoodvilic,  Sir 

Wiliiam  Watson,  FhU.  Traai.  voU  xUt.  AUen  Sjfuof*  Med 
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50.  PnELLAN  DRTUM.  V ,  aquatlcuiU'  Cicutaria  paliutris, 
lauttulum  aquatii  unt. 

Ang,  Water  hemlock.    H  jim  bane. 

Gen,  Di'sc,  Ci  iiual  riorets  sinalk-st;  fruit  egg  shaped^ 
linooth  ;  crowned  with  the  pistil  and  the  calyx. 

Spec.  Desc.  liaiuihcatioiis  of  the  leaves  straddling.  Stem 
very  thick.  Lcdves,  under  water  lonir,  hair  like.  FciaU^ 
white.    Rivers,  ditch^Sy  pools.    Bloss.  June,  July. 

Use,  The  ruedicinal  quality  of  this  plant  now  rests  chiefly 
on  the  testimonies  of  Erstingius  and  Lange,  by  whom  vari« 
ous  cases  of  its  snvcesshii  use  are  published,  especiallj  in 
wounds  and  inveterate  ulcers  of  dmerent  kinds,  and. even 
in  c&murt^;  also  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  OMihma,  dt/spepsia, 
intermittent  fevers,  ^r.  About  two  scrs.  of  the  seed,  two 
or  three  times  a  day^  was  the  ordinary  dose  given.  Boer- 
haave  speaks  highly  of  its  discutient  power  in  all  kinds  of 
tomours.  Hist.  Plant.  Hort.  Lndg.  Bat.  I.  p  94.  The 
medicinal  qualities  of  these  seeds  are  not  satisfactorily 
ascertained^  but  they  appear  to  be  well  deserving  of  further 
iavestJgation. — Waodoiile.  The  seeds  are  recommended 
in  intermittents ;  and  are  said  to  be  diuretic,  antiseptic, 
Bnd  expectorant :  dose  one  to  liuee  drachms  d;ii!} . -~7ir, 
Latifre,  The  leaves  are  someUiuLi*  addtd  tu  dhci^tietii 
cauijiiasms.  It  is  commonly  esteemed  a  fatal  poi^^on  to 
horses,  occasioumg  them  to  become  paralytic;  hut  this 
effect  is  owing  to  a  certain  insect  ( the  camilis  paraplecti- 
cu^)  which  generally  inhabits  within  the  stems.  The  usual 
unt'idott  is  pig-dung.  In  winter,  the  roots  and  stem,  dis- 
sected by  the  weather,  afford  a  very  curious  skeleton  or 
net-work.  Horses,  sheep,  and  goats  eat  it  $  swiac  are  not 
food  of  it;  CO w;»  refuse  it. — Withering. 

51.  CiCfFTA*  C.  tirosa.  C.  aquatica.  Sium  alierum, 
Jng.  Long  leaved  water  hemlock.  Water  eowbane*  . 
Gen,  Desc.  Fmit  nearly  egg  shaped,  ribbed. 

Spec,  Desc.  Leaves,  winged ;  leajits,  spear  shaped,  in 
threes,  serratures  white  at  the  point.  Stem,  four  feet  high, 
reddiih  btjh>w.  Fruit-stalks,  sheathed  at  the  base.  VmOeL 
expanding,  red  at  the  base.  Styles,  upright,  white,  in  the 
fruit  straggling.  Fruit,  compressed,  even,  lopped.  Petals, 
yellow  green.    Fools.    Btoss.  July,  Aug. 

Use.  Ab  an  internal  medicine  this  is  universally  'super- 
seded by  the  common  hemlock;  but  ejcternally  employed 
in  the  way  of  poultic  e,  it  is  said  to  afford  relief  in  various 
£xed  pains^  especially  thgiie  of  the  rheumatic  and  arthritic 

kind. 
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kiacL   In  its  dried  state,  Bergius-  tetis  us,  it  fliat  be  tiifcefl 

in  considcrnble  quantities  withonl  prodoc-insr  any  bad 

effect;  l>ut  the  rof»r,  when  fresh,  is  cxtrcinoly  deleterious. 

'Ihe  symptoms  j  ituiuccd  upon  some  childrt^n,  who  ute  of 

it  lor  paiaiiij)  root,  w(  vc  iiitoxicMtion,  vertigo,  great  heat 

and  pam  in  the  ??ioinJu  ii,  (  unvui^ioiw,  and  even  epilepsy, 

distortions  of  the  cyi's,  voniitini'  or  r<  trhinL'".  disc1iaT»e  of 
•ill.  *  .    ^    ■  ^ 

hlood  honj  the  eari,  swelling!:  of  tiie  ahdumen,  hiccup. 

sfjasin-s  i^cc.  In  a  man,  delirinin,  with  constant  he?!i  of 
thn  stornacii,  aud  unextinguishable  thirst,  wore  of  lonj;  con- 
tinuance, anri  followed  by  an  erysipelatous  tuuaour  in  the 
iipf  k.  S  e  Kph.  Sat,  Cnr,  Cent.  10.  Obs.  58.  p.  355.  The 
timtiy  administration  of  an  emetic  is  the  only  fwnedy.— 
ll^oodviik,  it  is  one  of  the  rankest  of  our  vegetable 
poisons.'  Numerous  instances  are  recorded  of  its  fatality 
to  the  human  species  in  a  t-  ratise  upon  it  by  Wtpfer  and 
by  liaUcTt  as  well  as  in  the  PhiL  Tram.  abr.  x.  £arly  in 
the  apring,  when  it  grows  in  the  water>  cows  often  eat  it, 
-and  are  killed  by  it;  bat  as  the  suvimer  adtances^  its  seeiit 
becomes  stronger^  and  warns  them  earefolly  to  avoid  it 
But,  though  it  is  a  certain  and  fatal  i>oisoa  to  heroed 
oattle,  goats  devour  it  greedily  and  with  impunity.  Horses 
imd  sheep  also  eat  it  with  safety.-^JFiMfri/i^. 

5'1.  -^^VnrsA.    A\.  nfunpinni. 

y!rfg.  Foul^  parjilcy,  or  cicely.    Lesser  hemlock. 

(icH.  ])cs(\  Involuccll.  reaching  half  way  round,  three- 
leaved,  bent  dowuwardsi  nearly  globular,  deepijf 
lurrmved. 

Spec.  Desc,  Leata^  n1l  alike,- doubly  winged,  smooth^ 
glossy  dark  green  ;  /c/7//7s  div.  intosegm.  suhdiv.  into  three 
or  five.  Stan,  one  and  a  half  to'  two  feet  high,  branched. 
IfMiW*  often  eighteen  sp.  .IVoa^rrs,  whitish.  Corn  f  elds, 
kitchen  gardens,   BLoas.  August,  Settt» 

Use.  From  the  resemblance  of  ttua  plant  to  common 
parsley,  it  has  often  been  mistaken  for  the  latter;  and 
when  eaten,  it  oceasions  sickness.  It  is  noxious  to  geese* 
Horses,  cows,,  sheep,  goat  ,  and  swine  ettt  iu^Witkcring, 

53,  Mruvfis.  M.meum,  Athamautm  ioeum,*  Li^usticm 
mevm.    Scu/i  menm. 

Jng,  Spi«jjnei.  Spickncl.  Men.  Uaid  or  bawd  money. 
Spign*  I  n(  ('!y. 
'  (jen.  I)t$c.  Jls  above. 

Spec.  Desc^  Leaves  divided  into  many  briiitle-^baped 
yegmentsr;  snrofifri*.  t ;  leaf^  som^imes  none }  fruits  egg  ob^ 

loaf 
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long,  tapering  at  each  end.   Peiahp  white.  MouttiainouB 

jmstuns.    Bloss,  May. 

Use,  Liiiiiaiu^  says,  that  the  radical  Hhrcs  of  this  plant, 
funu  the  basis  of  the  calculus  ajga^i(,)pihi,  but  though  I 
have  examined  several  of  these  balls,  I  never  found  it  so. 
il/r.  Cough.  The  roots  and  seeds  are  aromatic  and  acrid. 
They  have  been  used  as  stomachics  and  carminatives; 
sometimes  they  are  given  to  cure  tertians ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  they  will  often  answer,  as  well  &$  pt;pt»er>  and 
other  '4cnd  ^JUiakAUGA.-^H  Uherifig^ 

54.  CoEiAMj»EUM.    C.$aiivumk  C.  jiu^/m*  C.  vulgar Ck 
Aug*   Common  cdnander.  * 
Gen,  Desc.  Bioas.  radiated;  petals  bent  inwards^  notched 
at  the  end ;  involucr.  one  leaf  $  invoiuoelL  reaching  half 
i»ay  round;  fruit  globular^  smooth. 

Hipcc*  Detc*  Pruii  globular.  Whole  plant  smooth. 
Leavt$  cut  into  very  slender  strap  shaped  segments^ 
per  culjfX  five  leaves^  permanent;  Styles  permanent,  re- 
jected. Oilier  ^orttt  of  umbellules  barren ;  petals  larger, 
expanding^  radiated ;  ctntrml  fioreU  fertile ;  pdab  equal> 
beat  inwards.  Flowerz  whitish.  Seed*  two,  united,  so  as 
to  form  a  globe,  Curn-Jidds^  road-^idcs^  dunghills^  Bloss, 
June,  July. 

ist\  1  he  leaves  and  every  part  of  the  plant,  when  fresh, 
have  a  v<.  ry  otfensive  odour,  like  bugs;  but  upon  bring 
dried,  tlic  seeds  have  a  tolerably  grateful  smell,  and  their 
taste  in  moderateiy  warm  anrl  slightly  pungent*  'llicse 
^ee(ls,  it  is  asserted  by  Dioscorides,  if  lukeu  iii  any  c  oubi- 
deiable  quantity,  produce  <leleterious  eft'ects ;  and  in  some 
parts  of  Spain  and  of  Kgypt,  where  the  fresh  herb  is  eaten 
as  i\  cordial,  instances  f>f  fatuity,  lethargy,  &c,  arc  ob- 
served to  occur  very  frequently, — Iloffmnn  ;  but  these  pro- 
perties seem  to  have  been  unjustly  ascribed  to  the  corian^ . 
der;  and  Dr.  Withering  says,  that  though  they  have  been 
considered  as  suspicious,  if  not  deietertoqsj  he  ha^i  known 
six  drachms  of  tbem  taken  at  once  without  'any  remark- 
able effect.   These  seeds,  like  those  of  most  of  the  nmbeU  - 
liferous  plants,  possess  a  stomachic  and  carminative 
power  $  but  they,  are  princimillv  of  use,  according  to  Dr« 
CuHen,    as  corrector;}  of  tne  bitter  infusion  and  the  pre* 
paraiions  of  sennaj  nothing  so  powerfully  covering  its  dis . 
agreabie  odor  and  taslc>  and  it  oeing  equally  eflicaaioud  in 
vbvtaciiiff  the  griping  that  senna  is  very  readv  to  produce. • 
W^oiviffe ;  CulUi^  MaU  Med.  iu  p.  \53.  ^fbe  seeds  in. 
(No.  6{i.)  Bh  crustcfl 
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crusted  with  siiL^ar  arc  sold  by  confectioners,  under  the 
name  of  coriutidcr  comfits. 

55.    ScAMiiN.    S,  odor  at  a, 

yln^,  rSwiH  t  Cicely,  Slicplierd^s  needle.  Great  sweet 
cli<  rviL    Sweet  iern. 

Gvn,  Desc.  Hloss.  radiafi  d  ;  central  Hoi  cts  frequently 
inaU*;  petals  notched  at  the  end;  styles  permaneut;  fruit 
a^vl-shaped. 

Spec.  Desc.  Seeds  furrowed,  angular,  longer  than  the 
nmbellules,  < f  a  sweet  «nd  agreeable  taste.  Leairs  trebly 
w*'nirefl  ;  /itlk  leaves  with  winged  clefts;  segments  deeply 
and  sharply  serrated.  Flowers  white.  IVhoie  plant  oi  an 
aromatic  scent.  Orehards  and  tcaste places,  but  always  near 
houses.    Bloss.  June. 

Lse.  The  seeds  of  this  plant  arc  very  commonly  used 
in  the  north  of  England  for  polishing  and  perfuming  oak 
floors  and  furniture. — Woodward, 

5f».    Sc  an  MX.    S.  cvnfot  'nini. 

Jftg.    Corninoi)  chervil.   Chervil  shepherd's  needle. 

(j(  tt.  Dese,    As  above, 

Spec.  ])esr.  Seeds  glossy,  cylindrical,  beaked.  Vmb(h 
generally  lateral,  ne;:ny  sitting.  Leaves  exceedingly  de- 
licate Spokes  wot)liy,  four,  sometime^;  three  or  five;  of 
umhdliile  ten  and  twelve.  Invoiucr.  leaf  strap  shaped. 
Bloss.  wh'ii  (  .    1 J  edges,    1 1  i.o  s  s.  May, 

Use.  This  plant  is  slightly  aromatic  and  aperient*  Uis 
frequently  cnltivated  in  our  gardens  as  a  pot  herb>  and  is 
used  in  sallads.  Cows  are  extremely  fond  of  it;  sheep  and 
goats  eat  it;  horses  refnse  it. — fVitheii/fg. 

57.    Cii.i:ii()i'ii  V  M,i  M.    C,  sj//ieslre.  M^rrhis, 
Aug,    Wild  Cicely.    Cow  weed.    Cow  parsley.  Cow 
weed  chervil. 

(all.  Desr.  Inivlhn  AL  reflected,  <*oncave;  petals  licaii 
sliaped,  bent  iavvardii;  IVuit  shjiung,  generally  sinouib, 
oblong. 

Spec.  Desc.  Sfem  snioolhish,  scored,  sw<dn  ai  the  knots, 
woolly.  C(///ra/^oi*r/4  of  uii^bcllulcs  often  barren.  Flou'tn 
white.    Hedges,  orchards,  pastara.    Bloss.  May,  June. 

Use.  In  somepavrsof  the  kingdom^  in  times  of  scarcity, 
this  plant  is  eaten  as  a  pot-herb. — Curtis.  The  rootb  have 
sometimes  been  eaten  us  parsneps,  but  they  have  been 
found,  poisonous.  I'he  umbels  aOord  an  indifferent  yellow 
dye;  the  leaves  and  stem  abeaiitlful  green.  Its  presence 
indicates  a  fruitful  soil.  Neither  horses,  sheep,  aosXh 
swine  are  fond  of  it;  rabbits  eat  it  greedily ;  and  ccw«  M 

very 
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very  fond  of  it^  so  mud)  so,  that  when,  as  often  happens 
about  Dudley,  a  pasture  is  over-run  with  it,  cows  are  turued 
m  to  eat  it  up.*— /FtV/i^n/i^. 

58,   Imperatoria.   /.  oslruthium.   Astrantia  vulgaris. 
JUaeislrarifia, 
Ang,    Common  masterwort. 

Gen,  Disc,  i'etals  br^nt  inwards,  notched  at  the  end  ; 
Sctdb  1  uiiiprcij^cci  with  a  broad  mciubranaccous  bolder,  and 
three  ridsfes  on  the  bacii. 

Sptc.  Df  Sc,  But  one  species  has  been  described.  Baiiiis 
of  the  Cii/de,    Bloss.  June. 

Ihe.    The  root  has  a  fragrant  smell  and  a  hitt^M  isli  pnn- 
gent  taste,  leaving  for  some  time  a  glowing  warmtti  in  tlie 
inoiitli.    This  plant  was  formerly,   as  its  name  imports, 
thougiit  to  be  of  singular  efficacy,  and  was  preferred  to 
most  of  tbe  other  aromatics,  for  its  alejtipbarmic  and  su- 
dorific powers.   In  some  diseases  it  was  employed  with  so 
muchsttccess  as  to  be  distingnished  by  tbe  name  of  *'di* 
viDum  remedium/' — Hoffman.   At  present,  however,  this 
root  being  considered  merely  as  an  aromatic^  is  superseded 
by  many  of  that  class,  of  superior  character;  half  ^ 
drachm  of  the  root  in  substance,  and  one  drachm  of  it  in 
infusion,  is  the  dose  directed. — WoodvilU*   Tbe  root  is 
warm  and  aromatic ;  it  is  a  sudorific,  a  diuretic,  and  a  na* 
logo^ue ;  recommended  in  dropsj/  and  debilities  of  tbe  sto- 
macn  and  bowels;  and  an  infusion  of  it  in  wine,  is  said  to 
have  cured  quartans,  which  had  resisted  the  bark. — Dr. 
Stokes,   When  chewed  it  excites  a  copious  flow  of  saliva, 
exciting  a  warm  and  not  disagrcablc  .sensation   in  the 
g'lms,  and  iVctjucntly  curing  the  rhLimKiuc  iontk-nche. — 
TVitherincr,    It  should  he  dug  up  in  winter,  and  a  strong 
inlusion  made  in  wine. — Lightjoot, 

59.   Pastinaca.    p.  saliva. 

Ang,  Wild  parsnep.  The  garden  parsnep  is  a  variety, 
altered  only  by  culture. 

Gen,  Disc.  Petals  rolled  inwards,  eijtire;  seeds  cHptical, 
compressed,  leii^'JIke^  smooth ;  border  thin,  narrow* 

Spec,  Desc,  Leaves  simply  winged.  Stem  three  or  four 
fwbigh,  membranaceous  at  the  corners.  Ijivohicr,  O. 
Viahel fipokes  six  to  twelve;  LmbcUuIe  spokes  short,  numer- 
ous. Involuci  I! UiU  soiiH  times  one  leaf,  llozii  rs  yeli«jw  . 
Borders  (jf  jjiuughcdjic/ds.  In  lijiie-stonc.  Bloss.  June,  Juiy, 

l^se.  'I  lie  roots  of  this  plant  arc  sweeter  than  carrots, 
floH,  wlieii  impioved  l)y  garden  culture,  arc  an  c\'cell(Mit 
^fgetable  for  ihsi  t^ble,  and  much  used  by  those  w  ho  ab- 


Uiyiiizeu  by  GoOgle 


372         fViUtm909h     ^  CarUx  SatkU  LaiifoUa* 


stain  from  animal  food  in  Lent;  they  are  highly  nutritious, 
In  the  north  ot  Ireland  they  are  brewed  instead  ot  malt, 
with  bops^  and  fermented  with  yeast ;  the  liquor  thus  ob> 
jiained  is  agreeable.  Tbe  seeds  contaio  aa  esaeiuial  oil';  and 
will  often  cure  intermittent  fevers*  Hogs  are  fond  of  the 
roots,  and  quickly  grow  fat  upon  H^cvBu-^Withering. 

[Tobecondmiedi] 


Tp  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phrjjical  Jaunah 

OSHTtBMEN, 

I^K  your  Review  of  my  work  on  the  Cortex  Salicis  Latiibliaj 
yol.  X|  p.  374,  Medical  and  Pbysical  Joarnal,  you  saj^ 

The  virtues  of  the  tarioui  meeiet  of  wiihw  bark  have 
long  been  ascertained,  and  fiiiy  estaUiahed,  but  the  wUx 
kas  not  been  formally  received  into  oi^r  Maleria  Medics.** 

These  remarks,  indeedi  are  the  more  extraordinary, 
neither  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  White,  nor  myself,  Dave 
been  aware,  how,  or  by  whom>  we  have  bee^i  anticipated 
in  our  labours. 

The  former  gentleman,  Mr.  Stone,*  wrote  on  the  snlix 
alba,  or  eoiumon  white  willow,  which  Mr.  James'f'  founti, 
as  well  as  some  otliers  of  its  species,  on  repeated  trials,  ta 
be  superior  to  the  >7f//i  I  at  if.  and  it  does  nut  yet  appear, 
that  lie  been  anticipated  by  any  English  authors  what- 
ever oil  this  subject;  although  Ciasum,  and  Gunziu^,  two 
foreign  physicians,  are  said  to  have  written  on  the  bark 
the  wiHow;  but  not  being  able  to  procure  their  Treatises. 
Mr.  James,  and  myself,  are  quite  at  a  loss,  wliat,  or  how 
many  species  of  the  willow  they  have  deacribed*  Ibis 
leads  me  to  hope»  that  by  your  friendly  assistance,  we 
may  be  enabled  to  ascertain  tbe  truth  of  what  you  have 
a^^erted,  viz.  '^TfaaC  the  vktiiea  of  tibe  MtrtOHs  weda  of 
wilhw  be^k  have  hng  been  an^rtmined,,  and  fiiUy  et^^ 
Ikked. 

I  have  remarked  in  my  work^t       iBvelya^  in  hia  Sis- 

conna 


♦  Vide  Piiibsophical  Traninctioiifi^  vdl.  liiu  197. 

t  OfaMTviitiQa^  oa  llie  Bark  of  a  pafti^ttlar  Spms  of  WiOow^  ki  & 

James. 
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conrse  on  Torcst  Troc^,  has  ntttti^rl  thirn^-one  varieti^^?;  of 
tlie  saliXy  though  he  ha^  describeii  but  Htieen  ;  Stoph.  Rob- 
son  in  his  British  Tloni,  i  ii^hteen  ;  and  Withering;  in  the 
^ast  edition  of  his  Arrangtmeiit  of  British  Plants,*  published 
hy  his  son,  has  noticed  and  described  twenty-two  specio« ; 
hence  there  remains  nine  iiiore,  to  make  the  number  of 
thirty^ne  varieties  of  this  genus;  bot  hoir.  Or  by  wiiat  au- 
lUors  the  virtues,  even  of  the  twenty-two  VMrieiks,  havi 
been  meettahied,  aod  fuU^  eUMkAed,  with  me  «  4<»ub^ 
chat  you  wiil  I  troil  admit,  n^vireft  explanat^. 

It  ift  fftitberiMerted  by  ymi>  in  your  Criiique,  that  yak 
have  fto  ilottbt)  ''Hiat  the  wilinw  bark  (by  #hich  1  iuppos^ 
yoa  mean  the  tdtix  kH^Ku  in  g^efal)  properly  adtniok^  , 
tered,  will  "cQfe  intenaittenn^  will  hAte  a.Mlflta(iry  eAe^t  fA 
supporting  the  strength  of  the  cohMitntion  aader  vbfimk 
suppurations^  and  ^ber  tdebilitathig  eirewnstaiiccs,  SitJ' 
Nevertheless,  you  question  the  ftnpertority  1  apprehend  it 
posse^es  over  the  einckotta;  whicn  difTerbnee  of  opinioA. 
tan  only  be  thus  accounted  for.  1  have  considered  it  (the 
salix)  in  a  general  point  of  view,  and  you  iu  the  ab8trnct> 
by  your  su pffosinir  the  cinchona  to  be  always  genuine^ 
Irhich  is  noi  the  eikje.  My  reasons  tor  preferring  the  .s^^^- 
/ix  to  the  ci/ickonn  arei  that  in  decoction  it  is  equal,  li  not 
soperior  to  the  latter,  even  when  genuine,  and  giveti  in 
powder;  as  it  is  well  Icnown,  that  in  this  fon^  it  is  not 
only  a[>t  to  ??it  uneasy  oti  the  stonuieh,  of  ten  producing 
nausea  and  vomiting,  but  when  retained,  brings  on  trou- 
blesome diarrhoea,  wheneby  its  good  effects  become  ahoiw^ 
whereas  the  tbrmer,  by  proving  much  more  ngreea- 
Ue  in  a  liquid  fort^k^  irirre/y,  if  ever,  Slisagrees  with  the 
patielit»  and  is  by  .no  means  apt  to  run  off  by  the  intes- 
tines. 

Whether  the  CimehonH  ivdttkiiiistered  to  the  patieiitii  who 
were  the  silbjeiets  of  my  Ca^s,  miglit  or  might  liot  b6 
"  genMne  Idr  |oOi(r  ^  ^r  either  of  as  to  determine ; 
more  espe^ialiy^  as  it  was  employed  by  other  practitioners 
prior  to  their  entering  on  the  use  of*  my  §alis  eteccct  o.t,  •  1*1 
•powder).  Though  iliis  latter  mode  of  using  it  i^  ueur.ly 
deemed  more  efhcacfons  than  any  other,  yet  tl.r;  •  j//:  w.xi 
uniTersally  preferred,  for  its  being  more  oct'^'-aulc  ic* 
tastes,  and  by  sitting  more  easy  oil  th*^  sf  -.ch;  whr  ,  . 
the  form  of  decoction,  must  he  all ,    ,  c  1 

advantage^  for  when  we  refi n  ,  i       ^        j  • 
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convcnicncies  attendant  on  the  use  of  the  powder,  even  of 
^i  uui/u  and  good  cinchona,  when  obliged  to  be  employed 
in  large  and  repeated  doses,  in  order  lo  produce  decisive 
effects  ill  ioiaudablc  diseases,  iiu on vt nieiie ics  which  do 
not  aiiHch  to  the  use  of  the  salix;  it  will  certainly  appear 
to  be  oi  no  small  importance  to  it,  ns  a  niv djcuie. 

It'  I  liave  appeared  to  undervalue  the  biittrmss  coulamed 
in  the  diflcrcnt  spi  cies  of  the  ciru  lidna,  which  I  am  not 
(Con-f^-ious  of  having  done,  it  is  on  liie  following  principles, 
viz.  lhat  vegetables  possessing  bitterness  are  accounted 
tonic,  and  even  have  been  considered  as  antiseptics,  though 
act  possessing  tan;  the  latter  princijple  having  been  proved 
by  my  experiments*  to  resist  putreiaction  of  animal  sub* 
stances  in  preference  to  biUernuB,  The  same  terms  have 
been  applied  to  such  vegetables  as  contain  tan,  and  bittei^ 
'Tiess,f  though  with  more  propriety  than  in  the  former  case. 
Be  this  as  it  mayi  it.seems  pretty  generally  admitted,  that 
vegetables  not  possessing  tan  have  fallen  short  of  the  ef- 
fects of  those  which  contained^  it;  e.  g.  cham.  absinthium 
gentian  core,  aurant.  amar.  angustura,  quassia,  &e.  sre 
-inferior  to  the  cinohona,  B/^febrtfugts,  while  the  talix  lati* 
folia,  and  some  others  of  a  similar  quality,  appear  evea 
sine  amaritihy  tu  e\c(?l  the  cinchona. 

How  far  l/itterness  iu<iy  be  found  esscntlalfi/  necessfiTj 
towards  the  pcilcction  of  vegetable  tonics,  as  JcbrifugfSf 
is  noi  lor  me  to  determine,  lu  the  cases  of  intermuiiiiis 
and  typhus,  in  which  1  have  administered  tii<'  snlix,  it  did 
not  appear  defective  from  a  want  of  this  pioperty;  nor, 
for  any  thing  we  know,  is  it  essential  to  its  elTects  in  pre- 
vent iiiij;  ilie  return  of  the  paroxysms  of  febrile  diseases, 
whatever  it.  may  be  in  some  diseases  of  the  chylopoetic 
viscera,  in  which  bitters  combined  with  tonies  are  known 
to  prove  salutary,  Nor  would  it  be  fair  to  determine  oq  its 
cftects  comparatively  with  the  cimhnna,  by  combining  it 
with  biltertuu,  or  any  other  principle  that  might  inHuence 
its  ell'ects  as  a  medicine,  more  especially  where  tbe  cio* 
phona  |s  trusted  to  as  the  ^ee|  anchor4 

Ail 


^  Vide  my  Experiments  and  Obtervationt  on  tbe  Saltx  latilbija. 

t  Intenhc  bitiGrness  in  vegetublfcs  possessins;  tan,  is  not  perhaps  10  Con- 
mon  as  in  those  that  contnia  iittfe  or  none.  The  t$alis  pfntaadrio,  or  IW 
Ic  ived  willow  bjirk,  is  liowever  fopnd  to  be  very  similar  to  the  cort.  fliv.u 
it  tto:i^cs5es  ^4111,  and  bitternei»s  nearly  equal  to  it. 

t  I  li>  is  ro  he  understood  iu  cases  of  intermittent\  feveri»  gangr<»i^, 
veakfiiinn  clischariC!.  fi-guj  abscesses^  &Cr  and  even  in  Uios^  fevers  leiaio* 
puU'id  or  mubgnauu  * 
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-  All  formulae  of  the  IVnivlan  bark,  such  as  decoction, 
tincture,  extract,  poucK  r,  Sic.  notwithsiaufling  the  expe- 
rienee  uf  tbeir  inetheaev,  when  given  slngli/f  in  i^onie  dis- 
eases, have  been  found,  when  eoinbiiied  wjib  intense  bit- 
ters, ehal^'beates,  and  other  powerful  auxiliaries,  to  be  at- 
tcii(l(  1  with  uncommon  success.  Tiiis  has  induced  me  to 
suspect  its  real  utility  in  such  cases,  nuue  especially  as  it 
cannot  be  denied  but  tiiat  tlie  same  ingredients,  sine  cor^ 
ticcy  have  been  known  to  produce  similar  etfect^. 

I  advance  not  these  remarks  from  caprice,  or  prejudice 
against  the  cinchoDa,  (or  its  admirers);  tliey  are  adduced 
as^  at  least,  presum^itive  proofs  of  imperfections  that  exist 
io  no  small  degree  in  medical  practice^  and  which  regular 
practitioners  would  do  well  to  turn  over  in  their  miivl^, 
thereby  to  enable  them  to  ascertain,  with  accuracy,  the 
specific  or  active  properties  resident  in  powerful  remedies. 

Thus  much  have  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  say,  in  sup* 
port  of  mv  opinion  of,  and  predilection  for,  the  Salix  La^ 
iifolta,  which  I  would  have  done  long  ai^o,  had  health 
permitted.  I  now.  Gentlemen,  take  the  liberty  of  tims 
addressing  you  on  the  subject,  hoping  you  will  allow  these 
my  observations  a  place  in  your  valuable  Repository;  and 
respectfully  solicit  your  attention,  particularly  to  what  rc- 
Jates  to  the  conjmeucenu  iit  of  my  Paper,  as  it  is  with  me 
a  uiutier  of  nu  small  mipoi  iauf-e. 

1  am,  Sk.c. 

Suuduiuad,  Sept.  la,  looL  G.  \MLKI^SOX. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  JoitrnaL 
Gentlemcn, 

T  , 

XT  is  as  easy  to  know  some  men  by  their  sty  hi  and  turn 
of  sentiment  as  by  tluMr  faces.  Few  of  vonr  Ueaders,  I 
apprehend,  will  doubt,  nor  have  I  much  hesitation  in  eon- 
siclering  my  friend.  Dr.  KingUike,  as  the  author  of  the  let- 
ter signed  Candidus,  in  yoiu*  last  .lournal.  I  trust  he  w  ill 
not  quote  it  as  evidence  jn  the  second  edition  of  his  Dis- 
sertation ON  (iouT,  provided  I  shall  not  be  able  to  con- 
vince him  and  the  world  of  the  dangerous  tendiMK y  of  his 
doctrine  before  a  second  edition  be  called  for.  The  Doc- 
tor thought  it  right  to  advertise  for  the  real  signature  of 
£•0.  and  found  him  to  be  a  very  modest,  ingenuous  young 

fib  4  man. 
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man,  with,  as  he  declares  himself,  very  little  expericnrc. 
1'he  s  uTie  step  was  "unnecessary,  or  I  am  jTrossly  mistaken, 
with  regard  to  Pf-rsckih  ator  ;  tor  who  wrote  tliar  letter, 
I  think,  he  who  runs  may  read.  But  the  Doctor  does  not 
seem  very  delicate  in  his  selection  of  materials,  in  assi  t- 
ing  him  to  make  a  boolv:  however,  as  this  last  letter  reaily 
does  him-so  much  credit  on  the  score  of  candour  at  least, 
I  am  surprised  that  be  should  not  ha%'e  thought  it  .right  to 
have  had  his  own  name  affixed  to  it.  So  far  are  we  iti- 
fiebted  to  the  word  liberal  in  one  of  my  letters,  which  I 
acknowledge  to  have  produced  the  very  eflect  I  Ititetided; 
and  I  congrntiilate  tne  ]>octor  on  his  recovery  Irom  the 
influence  of  that  vnluchy  letter  of  A  ConHant  Retdn^ 
vrhich  gave  him  so  mueh  cruel  cause  of  offence*  I  hope» 
in  future^  he  will  littempt  ^  nihil  facerc  per  itacundiom  ;^ 
us  he  will  now  be  able  to  judge  dispassionately^  how  easy 
it  is  for  intemperate  seal  to  injure  the  cause  it  is  intended 
to  support.  To  make  more  sure  of  the  matter,  howem»  ( 
shall  introduce  the  Doctor  to  my  friend  Leibnitz,  who  shsll 
tell  him  a  story  about  a'  Leyden  cobler. 

Quand  on  disputoit  des  lli^ses  a  riTniTersit6  de  Leyde, 
ctirdonnier  ne  manquoit  jamais  de  se  trouver  a  la  dis« 
pute  publique.  Enfin,  quelqu'un  qui  le  connoissoit  lui  de* 
nianda,  s'il  entendoit  Jc  Latin?  Non,  dit-il,  6;  je  ne  vevf 
pas  mane  mc  donner  la  peine  rlt  I'cnlcndrr.  **  Pourquol 
venez-vous  done  si  souvcnt  dans  cet  audiioire,  ou  Ton  nc 
parle  que  lialin?*'  C\:it  que  je  pmah  p/aiser  ii  Jt'^er  da 
conps,  "  Et  cciniiit'Dr  en  juu:cz-vous  sans  savoir  ce  qn'oii 
tlit?"  CV.s/  que  jai  iin  aalrt  tinHfi  u  de  ju^er^  qui  a  lamu. 
**  Et  coniincnt?"  Oe$l  qut  ijnand  je  lois  a  id  mine  de  quel- 
qu'un qiCil  f(n  ht\  S^'  quilsc  mtt  en  cokrt,  jt  jttgc  que  it* 
raisons  lut  ntfi/ifjutnt" 

But  to  our  subject.  11  k-  Doctor  says,  yflf  this,  it  mu$t 
he  conjesstd,  is  ntic,  not  nnplauHble ,  and  hua  a  vertf  geftf- 
ralizin^  fcndmrff.  Thai  it  is  new,  and  has  a  vcrv  cfcncial- 
iziiig  tendency  1  aduiit;  but  I  also  hope  that  tlie  Doctor 
will  be  candid  enough  not  to  ]>ress  the  other  point,  wlicu 
he  has  been  so  repeatedly  told,  that  his  doctrine  a<^t 
only  very  unplamible,  but  very  daitgerom  too.  A  City 
Aliferaiaii,  for  instance,  or  a  Conimcn-councU^man,  nay,  even 
my  Lord  Mayor  hnnsclf,  with  two  pounds  of  turtle,  as 
much  venison,  and  three  or  four  bottles  of  claret  under  lii* 
belt,  may  follow  the  Doctor's  directions  if  they  -please; 
but  I  hope,  nevertheless,  1  shall  prove  it  unfit  for  ordinary 
|>atieitti>, 

1  read  as  much  of  the  Pissvrtation  ok  Govt  as  I 

coaM 
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ftnfM,  mUk  H  lim  to  Aad,  omt,    that  ike  dkease  is  vteTcIj^ 
io€ai,  and  tmknotpn  its  a  c^KtlUmlional  comf  iamt 
9^11  I  miiMd  it>  viileis  it  be  contatned  in  the  Iblkowing 
panage^  page  19>    That  i>avmm  ormti  t^nnetttd  with  tern- 
jterature,  diet,  and  conMtitutiokt  grating  on  syittmatic  tx* 
ciiaUliti/,  mni/  from  aevUcmtai  pteponderamt  of  motive  9U»^ 
eepiibi^Uy  on  tm  Hgametfts  Und  tendotts,  finatt//  exert  a  coffi* 
aiNifMider  ii^mnmt^Y  ^nfiuence  ontho9t  fmrts,  anUihm* 
induce  the  formal  character  of  gout !  **   I  labour  to  be  pei^ 
spicuoos^  wd  really,  someCtanet  at  letfst^  flatter  tnysctf  that 
I  am  SQ*;  and  kwH  net  what  ia  loy  wniiiigs  can  be  callod 
^*  eiaborate  and  ineipUcahk  siippoiitions,  and  theoretic  de* 
leiamation,"  by  this  author  of  the  above  rtmpsocly.  The  hiA 
and   most  pUiUiibk    chartce,   which  the  Doctor  hrinc:^ 
against  me  is,  that  I  profess  lu  cure  reiaxjuion  by  iL'laxini^ 
meaui.    i  jikad  guiliy  to  the  charge;  a»ia  uill  t udeavour 
to  explain  this  seeming  paradox  iu  a  few  word 6  oa  lUi^ 
because  I  have  done  it  uiure  at  iars^e  on  othor  occMsio4i^ 
By  the  upiiiicaliun  c^t"  steam  then,  autl  i\iiioviuor  a  |)nrt  of 
the  pressure  of  the  at!^o^|>llcre,  I  apprcheini  the  i»mi<k\s>ih 
is  often  carried  oti  at  ouce  along  with  the  tlispoMttoti  in 
the  parts  to  resist  by  a  fruitless  stniLCgle  its  di.->ien!»ivie 
power,  or  wliat  the  Doctor  calls,     its  decontpositionof  or* 
ifftnic  structure  by  c ofnbuU he  force  "    1  do  not  wontki*  that 
tl)t'  f>octor  from  all  his  reasoning,  shojild  not  know,  xhaX 
heal  is  more  easily  excited  in  young  tiiaii  in  old  siilvjecis 
ciid  I  suppose  thwt  lie  does  not  read  Mr.  lligby's  book,  h  st 
should  be  couviuced  of  thi«  truth;  ahisi  tumo  =ud 
if  nam  Mcscit. 

liui  facts  are  what  the  Doctor  wants^  and  perhaps  the 
iblloaring^  which  i  am  tally  sorry  at  the  aecessiry  of  re* 
cording^  n  ill  suffice* 

To  tbe  Rfev.  J.  N.  F  R  F  !•  M  A 
Uagee,  mar  Southaii^  MiddlcuJt. 

RcT,  Sir, 

Though  an  entire  atranger  to  youj  I  shall  make  nb 
«ipology  for  addressing  yon  on  a  subject  which* at  prc^seol 
occupies  much  attention^  and  nearly  cooi^crus  the  welU 
•iietng  of  thousands. 

I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Baker,  a  medical  gentlemani  of 
Uxbridge»  died  lately  after  havinc  applied  cold  water,  or  « 
ice,  to  the  lower  extremities,  while  iabooring  under  goufy 
iiiHammution. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Oxford  Street,  has  assused  me,  thrtl  / 

\oii  w  ill  ronsider  it  a  duty  you  owe  society  to  couioiunt* 
icale  what  yuu  kuuw  ui  iliia  matter;  aud  1  iruU  you  will 

hav« 
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have  no  objection  to  do  so  to  me,  who  am  at  present  con- 
s(  i(  7/tious/j/  combating  the  principle;  and  that  you  will  not 
objc  ct,  provided  your  statement  suit  my  purpose^  to  peima 
me  to  lay  it  before  the  public. 

J  am, 

"  Kev.  Sir, 

"  Yoiir's  mo<Jt  obediently, 
August  21,  1804.  llALrU  BjUEGBOKOUGH,* 

To  Da.  BLEGBOROLGH, 

Margaret  Street,  Cavendhh  Square,  London. 
Sir, 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Hayes,  shewed  me  a  letter 
yesterday  from  you,  which  I  thought  it  riglu  to  commuDi- 
cate  to  the  family  of  the  gentleman  lately  deceased ;  aod 
as  they  are  extremely  desirous,  that  all  personal  contro- 
versy should  be  avoided,  they  have  requested  me  to  inform 
you,  that  no  detail  oT  the  case  can  be  j»iven  to  any  persoD. 

Should  cireiimstaiu  e-t,  however,  occur  to  induce  them 
to  alter  their  o[)ini<)n,  1  j^rupose  to  comnuuiieate  it  myself 
to  liie  publR\,  through  the  medium  of  the  Medical  aud 
i^hy sical  Journal.  I  am, 

'     "  Sir, 

Vihridge,  *f  Vour*s,  very  respectfully, 

Auguitt  24,  1804.  «  A.  EoLlnf 

"  There  is  a  holy  mistaken  zeal  in"  Medicine  ''as  well  as 
in  lieligton.    By  persuading  others  we  convince  ourselve^ 
I'he  passions  arc  engaged,  and  create  a  n^ternal  affection 
in  the  mind,  \vliich  forces  us  to  love  the  cause  for  which 
we  suHer."   Out  of  tenderness  to  the  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased then^  and  that  I  may  not  increase  the  Doctor's  at 
tnclitnent  to  his  opinions  by  intemperate  opposition,  I 
think  it  most  prudent  to  forego  ail  commcntr  on  the  above 
correspondence.   In  return,  I  trust,  he  will  not  call  for 
more  proofs  from  me;  not  because  Tarn  unprepared  to 
^ive  them,  but  because  I  am  tremblingly  alive  to  the  feel- 
ings of  other  families,  and  other  physicians.   That  such 
cases  have  not  occurred  to  himself,  can  only  arise  from  a 
contracted  sphere  of  praeiiee.    That  they  may  not  occur 
it>  iiini  in  luture,  1  trust  he  wdl  avail  hiuuelf  of  ilie  fell 
ex[)«'nenee  of  others.  After  having  been  prosecutor,  eoiiii- 
>rl,  and  evidruee,  in  lii'*  own  cause,  the  l^octor  cantlidiif 
t  \()U'j;h  rehictautiy  declines  being  judge,  aiid  calls  on  llie 
pnl>lie.    1  am  satisfied  with,  and  reverence  the  trihuu;.!, 
aud  am  coutidcut  of  its  verdict.    I  hope,  however,  i  ne^d 
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'  tot  repeat,  that  1  am  far  from  wishing:  to  explode  altogether 
the  abstract II «!i  ui  heat  from  parts  hihouring  under  Cfonty 
intlaniiuuiiuii,  for  tiie  truth  of  the  maucr  is,  that  I  do  not 
thiiik  my  experit net  ,  considerable  as  it  has  been,  as  yet 
.suHieient  to  justiiy  me  in  giving  a  decided  opiuiua  on  a 
subject  of  so  mueli  imj)ortance. 

I  bcir  pardon  it  I  liavc  betrayed  any  warmth  during  this 
Controversy,  which,  1  hope,  is  now  brought  to  a  close. 
In  entering  into  it,  I  declare  solemnly  I  was  actuated  by 
very  different  motives  to  what  have  been  attributed  to  me« 
I,  who  am  very  irritable  myself,  should  be  the  last  person 
in  the  world  to  blame  Dr,  Kinglake  for  impetuosity.  I  am 
very  sensible  that>  along  with  every  other  good  thing,  we 
leceive  our  tempers  and  dispositions  also  from  the  Author 
of  our  being;  and  *Uhat  ii  mas  He  who  made  us,  and  not 
me  ourselves" 

I  am,  &c« 

JdMrgaret  Street, Sept.  3, 1804.        RALPH  BLEGBOROUGIL 

P.S.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee,  I  take  leave  to 
mform  your  Bedfordshire  Correspondent  and  Subscriber  to 
Dr.  Garnetl's  work,  that  it  will  he  out  verv  soon  ;  in  ali 
probability,  in  the  course  of  a  monih.  I  would  willingly 
{as  well  on  accoiiiit  of  its  intrinsic  merit,  as  on  behalf  of 
his  orphan  children)  and  am  sure  I  can  con inU  ntly,  re- 
commend it  to  every  medical  gentleman  and  pliiiosopher 
in  llic  united  kingdom.  Nor  do  I  think  I  can  better  close 
Ahis  cominunication,  tbau  wilh  au  extract  from  the  Lecture 
Gout. 

"  If  the  Gout  were  of  a  sthenic  or  inflaramatory  nature, 
niighi  we  not  ask,  why  the  causes  which  produce  it,  do 
not  produce  it  in  the  meridian  of  life,  when  they  produce 
their  greatest  effect,  and  when  real  sthenic  diseases  are 
jnost  apt  to  occur  ?  Or,  why  the  symptoms  of  the  inflam* 
mation,  like  all  other  sthenic  inflammations^  arc  not  re- 
lieved by  tlie  debilitating  plan  f  The  contrary,  however, 
points  out  to  us  clearly  the  nature  of  the  disease :  the  gout 
IS  not  &  sthenic  disease,  nor  a  disease  of  strength ;  it  does 
^ot  depend  on  increased  vigour  oi*  the  constitution,  and 
plethora;  but  is  manifestly  asthenic,  like  all  the  rest  of 
the  asthenic  diseases.  The  mode  of  living  is  such  as  brings 
00  indirect  debility,  or  exhaustion  of  the  excitability,  sucn 
•s  the  use  of  rich  and  highly  seasoned  food,  and  a  daily 
»se  of  fermented  hquuis.  These,  at  first,  certainly  pro- 
duce vigour,  or  strength,  and  will  be  the  cause  of  sthciuc 
diseases;  but  they  arc  generally  taken  in  j^uch  a  manner, 

that 
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tbat  though  th^y  produce  a  degree  of  excitement  abort 
the  point  of  health,  still  they  only  approach  the  fine  of 
Mhenie  disease,  without  in  general  fallino;  iiuo  it.  They 
tikiiLiime,  however,  lo  exhaust  the  excitjvhilitv,  and  In  tlie 
tinHf  ibat  the  viiroiir  of  the  body  begins  natuj  ;illy  to  lie- 
cline,  the  system  of  a  person  who  has  lived  in  this  niRii* 
tier  is  iinu<i!!al]y  torpid.  All  the  1)1  or d- vessels,  wliieh  have 
|)eeri  hitherto  distended  with  rich  hlood,  beuin  to  )o«c  their 
l<Mie,  from  Uicir  excitability  having  i^ecn  exliau^ted  by  tiiC 
"W-^e  of  these  powerful  stinnilants ;  but  this  torpor  is  pnrti- 
cul:u"l'/  and  fir^r  experic  nr'-d  in  tho^r  parts,  which  \\\\\t 
been  more  itiunt  dicit<:  ly  subject  to  the  action  of  the  rxni- 
iJn^  CHUsijs,  VIZ.  the  stomach  and  bowels:  symptoms  ot  in- 
digestion occur,  and  the  excitability  of  these  organs  haT« 
itrg  been  almost  ^tirely  exhausted  by  the  violent  action 
of  the  stimulants  applied,  cannot  now  be  roused  to  aoj 
Ileal  thy  action ;  the  iood  is  not  properljr  digested,  bnt  nms 
ihtcfe  K  kifid  of  iterincniation,  which  cnuseR  an  extricami 
of  gas;  thb  dblends  the  stomach  and  bowels^  and  prodn- 
ttts  pain%  ntiea^y  ^tllCtations^  and  all  the  dntresMg  i^dip* 
|6iti&of  indigestiob.  Nor  is  this  in  ll>e  )eMt  MtptisTag^ 
li^e  consider  tbat  many  people,  who  have  brought  cm 
^dmplaittts  of  this  kind,  have  ti^en  in  the  habit  ^  e^tinar 
lieartily  of  fich  and  highly  seasoned  B&imiil  f<ficWI>  atfd  of 
dbrlnkiag  fi^m  a  pint  to  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  pecbajp^* 
^ttabttly  tnalt  liduor,  ailniost  ev^y  d^y  of  their  livei^ 
fei  tettifs^  This  tnode  is  s«ificient  lo  weaV  oat  the  ^ei« 
1^  stbtaneh,.  were  it  three  tidies  aa  eapactotbs  «s  it  Is; 
tftd  of  the  constitution,  were  it  ten  times  as  strong.  ' 

^  Wtien  a  torpor,  or  sttite  of  exbAusted  extitabHSty  of 
ifhe  whole  8y8teiu>  hits  been  tndaeed  in  this  manlher,  anil 
symptoms  of  iiidigesUoti  produced,  any  direHlJf  d^hilihiK 
tt!g  cause  applied  to  the  extrentittesA  adding  to  tlie  indi** 
ijrct  debility,  causes  a  total  torpor  Or  inactivity  of  the  mi* 
viuic  vessels  of  the  part,  ami  llius  totally  destrays  the  ba-» 
hince  between  the  |)ru^  iliu^  and  resistins:  foxec  ;  hence 
Uk'  ves>els  will  be  morbidly  distended  wiiij  hlood,  a  swell 
ing  and  redness  will  take  place,  and  an  asihcntc  iidUuii- 
n^ation  [)r(Klu(  t'd  in  the  way  which  I  tuHy  pointed  out  in 
tVie  last  Leeinie  will  be  established.  Hence  the  pain  uhd 
other  symptoms  which  accotiipaiiy  a  fit  of  tbt  goui;  hence 
Likewise  we  see^  why  debilitutino:  |>o^vers,  np[die<l  to  the 
jKxrt)  will  not  reduce  the  inflaiuuiaiion  ;  and  why  a  \r»rnith, 
%'hici)  aggravates  every  retilly  sthenic  iufiamn^tory  ati€C-> 
lioi;^    so  cQiufortabie  La  tliis^*^ 

A  Hi- 
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Tlie  montlily  communications  of  Dr.  11.  will  be  porticiilariy  accepl|ible  to 
the  EiUturs;  but  thfcy  wish  him  to  state,  for  the  mtonnaiion  bf  thetrrenders 
^ho  reside  at  a  diitmice  from  tfit  ^letropoli?,  the  elevation  of  \m  liouse 
ubovc-  the  river  n»uiucs,  aiCiKl^cu,  lujd  ilie  dircciionof  ir  on  tlie  cotnpass 
irvw  iH.  IVul'jj,  Utat  ilie  coufbc  oi*  the  \viiid>  ou  the  i  t  s|»*?ctive  d«vs  mav 
be  taken  into  tlic  accouiit,  wliich  will  mucli  increa^u  the  value  oi  lii  t  iului  - 
inaniin. 
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Account  of  Diseases  in  an 
from  August  CO 

ACUTE  DISEASES* 

Typhus* 
PneumoDia 

Dyseiitcria  ,  •   -   -  - 
Cholera     -   -  •  -  - 
Khemnatismus  Acutos  - 

CHBOMIC  D18£A8B$« 

Tussis 

DyspocBa  -   -  -   •  - 
ToBsift  cum  Dyspncea 
Pleurodyoe  -  -  -  - 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis    .  - 
Hydrothorax 


•  .  .  o 
►  -  -  -  3 
-  •  -  -  4 
7 

9 

5 

10 

3 

5 


Ascites  -    ^    •    -    -    -  4 

Hy^teua      -    -    -    •    -  4 

Chlorosis    •    -    -    -    -  5 

Diarrhcea    -    -    -    -    -  Ij 

Colica    ------  3 

Gastrodyuia    -   -   •   -  10 


Eastern  Disirici  of  LondoMf 

to  Sept,  GO,  1804. 

Cephaliilgia    -   -    -   -  6 

Herpes  ------  2 

Prolapsus  Vagmae   -  -  1 

Menorrhagia     -       -  4 

Ischuria   -----  ) 

Vermes    -----  3 

Podagra  Atonica    <-  •  1 

KbenmatisRius  Chronicus  Id 

PUBBPSEAL  DISBASBS. 

Ephemera  -----  7 

Menorrhagia  Lochialis  -  8 

Mastrodyoia  -  -  -  -  4 

INFANTILE  DISEASES. 

Tabes  Meseaterica  -  •  1 

Aphthae      -----  4 

Vermes     •   -   -   -   -  S 

Diarrhoea  -----  6 

X)eutitiou  -----  1 


MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL 

INTELJLIGJENC 

[  FOESIQN  AND  DOMESTIC.  ] 


Method  of  preparing  Gallic  Acid,  bi^  Mr.  Fiedler. 

Boil  one  ounce  of  galls  in  sixteen  ounces  of  water  till  it  in  re* 
iluccd  to  eight  ounces ;  beparate'the  extractive  matter  from  the 
acid  by  mixing  with  the  liquor  as  roach  of  pure  argil  as  would 
make  two  ounces  of  sulphat  of  argil,  and  after  some  time  filtrate 
the  liquor.  According  to  the  author,  the  tannin,  the  extiractive 
mattor,  and  all  the  heterogeneous  bodies,  wilt  remain  on  rbc  tiltre» 
combined  with  the' argil »  while  the  gallic  acid  is  dissolved  in  tliQ 
liquor  that  passes  through. 

Dr.  Keutscii,  a  very  able  pliysiciaii,  resiJci  i  in  the  Danisfc 
Island  of  Santa  Cruz  and  .St.  'Ihonuis,  in  the  >\\'st  Indies,  lit* 
lately  discovered  a  new  nietliod,  and  hirhorto  very  successful, 
treating  the  fevew  ot  iligsc  iiiaiid?,       UUi  lu  Luiopeaiis.  Htf 
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procc'**^  consists  in  fricticn-  \)\  oils.  The  first  idea  of  this  mrtliuil 
hcderl\<Ml  from  the  Theory  t>f  Dr.  Srlieel,  of  ('o|M'n!iM<:en,  on  th*? 
use  of  oil  \\\  the  plaguc:  A  tlieurv  uiiich  is  to  he  hniiui  |)!jnted 
in  the  work  of  l>.iltjwyn.  Of  eight  soldiers  that  were  eniniNted  to 
the  care  of  Dr.  Keiitsch,  six  were  happily  delivered  from  the  fever, 
at  the  end  of  t  .vcnty-four  hours,  by  means  of  these  frictions.  They 
produced  violent  sweats,  and  always  put  a  stop  to  vomiting.  The 
doctor,  in  some  particular  cases,  rendered  the  vittuos  ol  the  oil 
6t}ll  more  effica/cious,  by  adding  camphor  to  it.  This  discovery  is, 
of  coarse,  very  valuablcy  as  the  fever  cored  is  precisely  the  same 
as  that  which  has  made  such  cruel  ravage  in  St.  Domingo. 

M.  Tom  MA  8  It  s  Neopolitan  chemist  of  some  celebrity  >  who  has  * 
been  several  years  at  Paris,  has  lately  made  many  experiments  to 
prove  the  power  of  the  muriat  of  soda,  or  kitchen  salt,  in  de:»tro3  - 
ing  the  long  white  worms  which  are  found  in  the  intestinal  canal.  ' 
When  he  put  those  worms  into  a  solution  of  an  ounce  of  salt  ia 
fifty  ounces  of  water*  tlM*y  did  not  live  more  than  twenty-four 
minutes;  but  when  the  same  quantity  was  dissolved  in  eight  ounces 
of  water,  they  Kved  only  eight  minutes,  lience  he  infers,  that 
the  method  of  curing  this  malady  is  easy  and  effectual. 

Prafessor  Paschm  \nx,  of  St,  Petersburgh,  has  invented  an 
anemometer}  by  which  the  <itrength  of  the  wind  may  be  e.vactly 
measured ;  and,  by  means  of  other  ituttruments,  which  r.rc  easily 
adjusted  to  it,  such  as  a  hygrometer,  themometer,  mv.\  barometer, 
a  variety  of  physical  experiments  may  be  conducted  with  th^ 
greatest  convenience. 

A  letter  from  the  TTonourable  Fufdfrick  North,  Governor 
of  Ceylon,  to  the  llighi  Honour.tble  Lord  Mobart,  date<l  Jan,  I, 
1H04,  received  by  Lord  Cam dex,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal 
Socretaries  of  State,  and  cort>nnunicPted  by  his  Lordship  to  tho 
iloyal  Jeiineriaii  Society,  coiitnins  the  following  iiiforniati(jn. 

**  V:iceinali(»n  \va««  tinfortunately  suspenth'd,  in  some  driiree, 
tthile  tlie  I\,nL^li>^h  inediral  !]jentleinen  attended  the  ariny  :»t  Knndv  ; 
anil  a  «ipurious  viru^^  liad  been  made  ii-^e  ot  in  tfie  northern  di^triet,  • 
llie  failures  occasioned  by  which  had  discredited  that  benertrial 
practice.  Genuine  vaccine  mutter  has,  however,  been  sent  thitlier, 
and  confick'nce  is  restored  throuL'lioTjt  all  ihr-e  ^'ettlemenis,  in  ilmt 
mode  of  inoculation.  At  CoiiiuiDn,  w  \s  kept  up  with  some  diHi- 
culty,  for  want  of  subject>,  at^  almo-l  all  tiie  inhafiitants  ol  that 
neighbourhood  have  had  the  small-pox.  in  somo  wiaiiiu  r  or  (  llier; 
and  the  salutary  conscfjuences  ot"  tlu'  attcnlimi  (  t' erinm  uL  to 
tliat  object,  appears  in  the  total  abseiK  e  (jT  that  di^'u^c  tiom  the 
province  during  the  last  six  montiis ;  a  tircuiubtunce  hiniwito  uii- 
known." 


A  Director  General  of  Vacciolati(<a  has  been  appoiutcd  in  the 
Italian  Republic,  to  supcriutcud  all  the  inoculations  of  <^ow-pock 
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tbrouiUout  th^  Departments,  tlie  pioMoMl  Hbmbm  of  w^uch^ 
arc  obliged  to  trasiwnlt  him  as  aecouQlof  tkeir  levaial  prciceediiig9. 


A  Case  has  occurred  \n  rullwood  s  Bents,  Holborn,  of  supposed 
small-pox  after  vacc'u^lation  ;  but  at  a  very  large  meeting  of  the 
profession  this  day,  C^c'lit.  '^6)  it  was  ihc  general  opinion  that  it 
was  not  smalUpoN.  Most  of  the  gentlcn\eii  who  entertained  the 
lirst  idea,  declinetl  tij'pcariDg  ;  while  the  few  who  had  rrnivldere4 
the  iTiiplion  ixm  varicella,  were  confirmed  in  their  tX)nclusioa  by 
*   the  obscrvatioiis  of  lUo^  who  had  not  previously       tlic  C4$Q» 

Theatre^  London  UospitaL 

Mr.  llEADiNGTOJf  and  Mr.  Frampton,  will  commence  their 
Fii'!»i  Course  of  U^cturcs  upon  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  the  Prin- 
eipU  s  and  Qpmtious  of  Sui^ery,  on  MoQtiay^  October  ^  at  two 
o'clock. 

Deraoostnitions  and  Dissection  as  usual,  by  Mr.  AuM^oiR, 

A  series  of  Lectures  upon  Surgery,  illustrated  by  Cases  under 
Treatment,  will  be  delivered  during  the  winter  by  Sir  William 

Bli/ard,  Mr.  Tbomaft  UU^d,  and  Mr*  li«adMigtoji„.&urgeoa$  of 

the  Hospital. 

On  the  lit  of  Uctuher,  al>o,  Dr.  Cooke  will  commence  a  course 
of  l-ecturos  \ipon  the  Tractice  of  Phytiicj  aftd  Pf,  X>cijJftW0tt  upoa 
tho  Tiu'ory  ajui  l^racticc  of  iMidu  ifory. 

Ur.  Bhadlky's  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  will  com- 
menrc  on  Friday  the  jtb  of  October  next,  at  bib  liou^ic,  ^o.  Hii, 
i*arliauient  Street. 

. 

Dr.  }ons  Rp.ID,  sei-ior  INiysicijni  of  the  I'in^bniy  Dispensary, 
iniends  tu  J('li\er,  in  t!if^  piesciu  wiiilci,  a  Course  of  Lectures  ou 
llw  Theory  aud  TiaiUce  oi  McMlicine. 

Mr.  Thomas  will  commence  ln^  Lectuie.s  ou  the  Principles  ind 
O^n  ralions  of  Surgery,  on  Monday,  October  8,  at  his  boQie  in 
lA-jccster  S(^uHr«' ;  where  prmied  particularsmay.be  bad,  aad  It 
the  AoatumKui  l  licaUc  la  \V  indmiU-btl'€et« 

Mr.  Moon,  Surgeon  Dentist  to  her  Royal  Highncw  the Dwheit 
ui  \  ork,  will  commence  a  Course  of  LvcUres  on  the  StmcUiiv 
and  Disea^ses  of  the  Teeth,  oB  Monday  the  6th  of  November;  » 
uhich  will  be  explained,  tin  complete  Practice  of  the  Dentist.-- 
Further  particnhue  may  bekoonrit  by  applying  at  hithousei  NaO# 
PaUgrave  Place,  Temple. 


To  CORRESFONDENTS, 

Thr  unusual  influx  of  oriaiuul  matter,  has  obliged  us  to  postpone  ^ 
^Viwlj^ii  of  Books,  tuj  weli  4u>  severtd  voiuublc  Coiiuuumc*iiJiiA. 
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Case  op  Poison  from  a  Vegetahle  rLxrius;  together 
with  Remarks  on  FioJ'cssor  Rossi's  frco  Caxm  of  sup- 
posKP  RnbiiS  Cnnittfi ;  hi/  Samuel  Arghnt  Ba&osley, 
M.JJ.  rhysician  io  the  Matichetter  Jii/irmarj^ 

■  * 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Joubnau 

Gehtleiiicii, 

I  Trust  ^oa  will  consider  the  following  case  worthy  of 
iosertioQ  in  yonr  widely-extended  Jouroiu,  as  it  servtrs  io 
point  out  one  of  the  nrnny  unsuspected  and  frequently  un* 
discovered  causes  of  some  alarming  and  anomalous  disor* 
ders,  which  have  perplexed  practitioners  in  their  treatment 
of  children,  f  have  no  doubt»  but  great  numbers  of  this 
doss  of  patients  fall  a  sacrifice  to  tticir  ignorantly  par- 
taking of  poisonous  vegetables,  both  in  a  wild  and  culti* 
vnted  state.  Young  children  are  prone^  from  hunger,  cu- 
riosUy,  or  divers  ion,  to  eat  all  kinds  of  ve2:ctabies  which 
fall  in  tiic  ir  \vu^'  ;  and  ouglu,  ihcicfoic^  lo  be  strictly 
watclicd  and  cautioned  against  so  dangerous  a  practice. 
Whtuever  a  iicaiuiy  child  becomes  suddenly  afflicted  with 
the  |>eculiur  symptoms  about  to  be  described,  it  may  be 
rcadilv  inferred,  that  some  veiretable  tioison  has  been  con- 
vevf-d  to  the  stoniaeh.  This  supposition  will  lead  to  the 
ipccdy  adoption  of  those  remedies  which  are  best  calculated 
to  save  the  hfe  of  the  f)aticnt. 

On  the  29th  of  lust  month,  I  was  called  upon,  at  six 
in  the  eveaingt  to  visit  Master  S.  aged  Hve  years,  the  son 
of  a  gentleman  living  at  Ardwick,  near  this  town.  His 

Barents  informed  me,  that  he  went  out  to  play  in  perfect 
ealth,  after  eating  a  moderate  dinner,  with  a  compatiioa 
of  nearly  his  own  age^  in  the  fields  adjoining  the  town : 
(No.  (19.)  Co  ana 
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«n4  in  about  t|fo  hours  was  led  home  in  a  state  of  ilmm* 
ing  i^loesB.  He  seemed  to  stagger  like  a  person  iotoxU 
catecly  and  with  odd  gestieulations^  laboured  to  express  his 
suflierin^Sj  but  was  unable  to  articulate  a  single  syllable* 
When  1  saw  the  patient^  which  was  probably  about  two 
hours  af«r  his  first  seizure^  he  appeared  partially  deliriotis, 
and  uttered  faint  and  indistinct  screams.  His  poise  wan 
blow,  biiiall,  and  somcvvliat  irre^^iilai.  The  pupils  of  both 
eyes  were  inuc  ii  ciii.ucu,  uiul  tiie  vision  evidently  imper- 
fect. He  seemed  very  averse  to  lying  down,  and  his  rest- 
lessness aiid  iu»|»ati<.^nc(.'  led  him  to  make  freuuent  attempts 
to  walk  about  the  room,  hut  w  ithout  any  fixed  object  of 
design.  Hi'^  gait  and  gestures  were  those  of  a  person  in- 
ebriated. He  \v-K  unable  to  answer  any  que-^tions,  or  to 
express  his  feelings  by  words.  Slight  convulsive  jiiotions 
might  be  perceived  in  the  legs  and  arms,  which  gradually 
extended  to  the  muscles  of  the  trunk,  and  produced  irre- 
gular distortions  of  the  whole  body.  The  upper  extremi- 
ties beg^n  to  swell,  and  assumed  a  liv^  colour ;  fend  tbp 
abdomen  felt  hardj  and  rather  tumid*  From  the  peca- 
liarity  and  suddenness  of  the  attack^  I  W30  M  to  con- 
,  jecture,  that  the-  patient  had  swallowed  some  poisonous 
vegetable  substance.  But  the  fact  epuld  not  be  asoertained 
at  the  time,  as  his  companion  was  far  from  beings  well,  nd 
too  much  alarmed  and  confdsed  to  give  any  aalisftctoiy 
^  Information.  No  tiroe^  however,  was  to  be  lost  The  spine 
and  extremities  were  rubbed  with  a  volatile  linnimeut 
(which  happened  to  be  at  hand)  until  a  warm  bath,  aad 
stimulatincj  glyster,  could  be  prepared.  He  was  almost 
immediatelif  placed  in  a  bath,  of  the  temperature  of  100 
degrees,  (the  w;mu  water  being  in  readiness  at  a  neigh- 
bouring dye-house)  where  he  was  sud'ered  to  remain  for 
the  space  of  ten  minutes.  On  getting  into  bed,  the  Gi'lyster 
was  admini^rei  •  d.  Pilis,  with  calomel  atid  extract  of  jalap, 
were  soon  aiier  'jjyt  down.  A  profuse  sweating  eauie  on^ 
,  which  was  stipported  by  supplying  tlie  patient  with  lemon- 
whey,  and  other  warm  diluents.  In  about  twenty  minutes 
from  the  exhibition  of  ti)e  glyster,  a  copious  stool  v  as  pro- 
cured. The  patient,  who  liad  become  more  tranquil  from 
h}»  lirst  entrancq  into  the  bath,  seemed  ttoiv  to  be  greatly  re- 
lieved. Soon  afrer^  a  vomiting  of  an  offensive  and  greenisb* 
coloured  fttiid  supervened;  and  this  operation  w  as  followed 
by  a  plentiful  dischari^e  from  the  bowels  (but  nodiing 
eould  be  discovered  in  either  of  the  evacuations,  which 
ttiight  serve  to  strengthen  the  supposition  of  the  patient 
having  swallowed  any -deletenottji  aubstattce)^  An  evideal 
*•  -  « abateneot 
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aibatemeat  of  the  most  untoward  symptoms  mtnediately 
succeeded.  The  dilatation  the  pupils  haid  almcfst  dis- 
aippeared^  His  pulse  became  firmer,  and  was  increased 
from  70  to  90  beats  in  a  mtnule.  The  patient  was  likewise 
able  to  afticulate  with  tolerable  distinctness;  baihe  seeined 
like  a  person  just  roused  from  a  long  and  deept^leep,  tineun* 
Boiona  of  anv  tbing  that  had  happened  to  fatm.  i  directed  the 
pnrging  piUs  to  be  repeated  daring  tht?  nighty  tititil  a  com^ 
plete  evacuation  of  the  bowels  had  taken  place,  ttie  next 
BOriiing,  I  fmind*my  patient^  with  the  exception  of  some 
degree  of  languor  and  debiiity^  entirely  recovered  front 
tbia  severe  attack.  Upon  strictly  questioning  him  and  his 
GOttipanion,  it  appeared^  thej'  bad  mistaken  one  of  the 
fungi)  a  sp£cie$  of  the  agaric,  for  the  mushroom;  and 
that  my  patient  had  eaten  a  considerable  quantity  of  this 
poisonous  vegetable^  while  in  the  fields.  His  companion 
had  eaten  a  smaller  portion,  and  therefore  escaped  with, 
conip.iratively,  iiuk  iiijin  v.  If  timely  as^sistance  liad  not 
been  ;ul ministered,  this  cliild  would,  most  probably,  have 
fallen  a  sacrifice  to  a  fatal^  and  not  uncoiuiiiou  nnstuke, 
vvirh  children  of  his  age.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  re- 
iiutrk,  that  if  1  had  been  called  to  this  patient  at  the  com- 
meuccmtiil  uf  tliis  malady,  1  iihonld  have  thought  it  highly 
expedient  to  liave  prescribed  an  emetic  ;  but  considering 
that  siitlicient  time  had  elapsed,  provided  any  vcirctable 
poison  had  been  introduced  into  tlio  stomach,  to  admit  of 
Its  passage  iiuo  the  boweh,  I  dirr*  ted  my  £fste0brts  to  pro- 
oure  a  pleutUui  evacuation  by  stool. 

Permit  me,  Gentlemen,  to  subjoin  the  following  observa- 
tions and  comments,  which  have  been  suggested  by  the 

Erusal,  (in  a  late  number  of  your  Journal)  of  Proiessor 
Mi's  reports  on  the  efiicacy  of  Galvanism^  in  two  cases  of 
$^^fpos€d  rabies  canina.  The  fatal  malignity  of  this  disor« 
der>  which  has  hitherto  baffled  the  skill  and  sagacity  of  our 
moat  eminent  practitioners^  will,  I  trusty  sufficiently  apolo-" 
gise  for  an  attempt  to  investigate  how  far  these  reports 
way  be  entitled  to  confidence  and  approbation.  Rational 
icepticisni,  on  medical  reports,  ought  to  be  entertained  by 
evef^  medical  person,  who  feels  a  due  sense  of  the  utility 
and  importance  of  the  healing  art ;  but  especially  with  re* 
gard  to  thoitf  statements^  in  which  it  has  been  asserted,  that 


from  the  authority  of  obselete  and  neglected  empirical  re« 
<Mili«  The  instances,  in  which  the  power  of  seversd  xeme« 
dicf^  in  the  treatment  of  formidable  diseases,  has  been 


Cc« 


greatly 
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greatly  exaggerated,  are  too  recent  and  notorious  to  require 
%ny  mention  to  be  made  of  tliem  here.  Hence  the  iicccs-< 
My  of  receiving  with  due  caution  reports  of  a  similar  kind, 
for  a  too  easy  credulity  is  liable  to  be  converted  into  ob« 
itinate  scr  ptictsm;  and  thus  the  medical  art  snttaias  a 
aerious  injury.  How  many  valuable  remedies  have  tank 
into  unmerited  neglect,  from  the  injudicious  commendtH 
tions  bestowed  upon  tbcni  by  over*sangnine  and  sometimes 
interested  reporters!  Unfortunately,  an  attachment  to  the 
marvellous,  which  possessed  the  older  systematic  wnters 
of  the  continent,  when  treating  on  the  subject  of  hydro- 
phobia/seems  to  have  been  transmitted  iintiTm/fflreil  to  their 
medical  successors.  Even  the  accurate  Morgagni  has 
mistaken  totally  distinct  diseases  for  the  genuine  hydro* 
phobia,  as  his  quotatious  from  Marccllus  Donatus  abon* 
dantly  prove.*  Indeed,  if  we  were  to  give  implicit  ciedtt 
to  tlie  reports  of  modern  FrcTicb  and  Italian  audicfin^ 
on  the  nire  of  hydrophobia,  there  is  no  complaint  laoie 
effect ualiv  jin(]  readily  to  be  subdued. 

l^ijt  wlien  these  statements  are  cautiously  examined, 
ihrre  will  appear  just  grounds  for  ssispieiou,  tl)at  some 
«>ilier  diseases  have  been  confounded  with  canine  niadnes?; 
for  an  aversion  to,  «nd  diftieulty  in,  swallowing  iicjuids, 
iue  ofii'ik  the  eoneoni itants  of  liV'^teria,  and  occasionallf 
are  to  met  with  in  tetanus,  and  other  spasinodie  dis- 
,  «  rases;  and  likewise  not  unfrequently  arise,  from  the  in- 
ihjence  of  imagination  t  o|>erated  upon  by  terror,  in  those 
persons  wlio  liave  n  a^on  to  believe,  that  thcy  were 

bitten  by  a  rabid  anini;il.  1  am  a iV aid  these  remarks  bnt 
too  justly  apply  to  the  suppos<.'d  cases  of  hydro] »lK)bia, 
under  consideration.  i'Vom  iny  own  observation  ot  three 
f<»tal  cases  o\'  rahid  hydrophobia,  (two  of  which  fell  under 
my  immediate  care)  and  hoin  an  attentive  and  diligent 
.inuuiry  into  the  nature  smd  history  of  this  diseaie»  1  am 
induced  to  believe,  that  Professor  Hossi's  cases  do  not  be* 
]o!ig  to  those  of  gettuine  hydrophobia,  or  canine  madnesa 
I  shall  now  procceri  to  point  out  the  defective  tntimny 
iu  the  statement  of  thnne  r(  ports,  as  well  as  the  nant  of 
nrcurac^,  in  the  conclusions  drawn  from  them*   It  would 

indeed 


*  5$ee  Mifcelbmeims  Ofasemtinns  on  Canine  and  Spontaneous  Hjdiv- 
pbobia  (by  S.  A.  Bardsley,;  M.  D.)  ia  tbe  fourth  Volume  of  the  ManchcMS 

^  Sc^  llanilltoa  oa  Hydrophobia^  and  the  4th  volume. of  the  ^anriwiwr 
Memoirs.  "  ^  . 


Digitized  by  Go  ^v,i'- 


mdeed  have   been  more  satisfactory  to  havti   jH  r4i:.t  d 
the  original   couiiiiunicatifui ;   Ixit  I  iniivt    take  it  for* 
granted,  that  every  iiiatciial  circuuistan<'e  in  the  history 
df  these  cases,  has  he<Mi  transcribed  truin  the  author^  a* - 
count.    It  is  of  importance,  in  the  first  place,  to  observe, 
that  no  proofs  arp  adduceil  in  these  reports  of  tiie  actual 
Viaduess  ot  liie  dogs,  at  the  time  th*'  patie  nts  susuiined 
the  injury.    Persons,  who  are  bitten  by  flo^r^,  too  readily 
ndinit  the  presumption  of  the  animal's  madness,  and  neg- 
lect the   proi)er  means  to  ascertain  so  important  a  cir- 
cumstance.   But  even  if  the  fact  be  admitted,  it  does  not 
secessaril^  follow,  tliat  the  infection  tnusttake  place.  For 
it  is  n^tonons^  chat  not  one  dog  in  fort;V,  supposed  to  # 
miid,  4S  feaUy  ao  effected;  and  moreover  k  is  a  tact,  £ound« 
ed  on  the  obserTation  of  a  greac  number  ol*  instances,  that 
vpon  tbe  average,  not  more  than  one  person  *  out  of  twentj«-  * 
five  that  have  beeniexposed  to  the  bite  of  dogs  nnquestion- 
abiy  rabid«  has  beoome  infected  with  the  disease.   It  i< 
likewise  of  coasequence  to  re-mark,  hour  strongly  the  first 
patient  labouoed  under  tbe  ifftprcuwn.  of  terror  from  the 
aatore  ot  the  ikccident ;  and  also  that  be  hail  cauterized 
btmaelf  withboilUig  oil,  and  the  actual  cautery,  in  order  to 
exeile  a  long  snppitration*  What  degree  of  iD^ammalion 
Mid  irritation  wene  excited  in  the  parts  thus  tf«ated,  is  not 
Stated ;  but  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  imagine,  it  must  have 
been  very  considerable,  and  equal  to  the  production  of  the 
yery  acute  pain  in  tlie  patient's  neck,  from  which  he  urns 
i:eUeved  by  sonve  internal  composing  medicines.  But  ano« 
ther  train  of  symptoms  followed,  which  certainly  denote  a 
general  derangement  of  tbea^stem:  such  as,  a  severe  {Hiin  in 
3ie  head,  and  diKziness,  (which  were  relieved  by  an  eihetic.) 
These  were  tueeecded  by  violent  pains  in  nio«l  of  the 
iuiiit  ,  particularly  in  those  of  tlie  neck  and  back;  and, 
linallv  ,  the  pain  ill  \v.l>  >eized  with  terror  at  th<.'  i-i^ht  of 
water,  aUended  with  ctaivulsions  of  the  lower  jaw  ,  and  ijt 
is  fiirllur  stilted,  that  he  felt,  as  the  disease  advanced,  a 
propensity  I0  bite.    With  the  exception  of  the  hythnpho- 
bic  symptoms,  there  does  not  appdii  in  thi*^  deseripton  of 
the  disease,  any  cluiraeten^tie  traits  of  canine  njaJiuss. 
Cireat  stress,  indeed,  seems  to  be  laid  on  the  disposition  to 
bite,  as  a  symptoui  pecnliarly  characteristic  ot  tlie  disease; 
Y^t  so  fur  IS  the    cupidilus  mordeudi"  (which  enters  into 


*  See  T)r.  11  (inter's  Paper  in  the  Traasactioas  fur  improviu^  Medical 
l^towk^^y  Tol.  L.  p. 
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the  dfHnition  of  hi/ciropltobia  rabio^a  ol  Cullcn,  and  other 
syslcmatic  writers)  from  being  a  patiUiguouu>uic  symptom 
oF  canine  ni.*Uiiess,  that  it  very  rarely  occurs,  and  tliea 
only  at  the  close  ot  the  disease,  when  the  patiinii,  ex- 
baiistcd  hy  waLehl'ulness^  impatience,  and  anxiety,  talk 
into  a  teiDporary  delirium,    'i'iiat  this  symptom  depeud^ 
merely  on  an  aswcialivu  of  ideas,  strongly  impressed  upon 
the  imu^i nation,  during  the  temporary  delirium,  is  clearly 
proved  irom  the  fact  of   its  n<^ver  occuriini;  in  those 
peitienis  who  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  ot  their  malady; 
and  consequently  whose  minds  are  not  liable  to  be  im- 
pressed with  notions  of  the  disease  having  originated  from 
the  bite  of  a  rabid  animaU   Tine  last  victim  o?  this  dread- 
ful malady^  w1k>  fell  under  my  care  akout  ten  iMotiMi  ago^ 
dkd  uncatueiaus  of  the  tuUure  of  ln$>  eomplaiat,  and  nevei 
discovered  the  slightest  inclination  to  bite,  or  imitate  wasf 
qI  the  actions*  of  the  animal  which  had  caused  his  su^n 
inga.    I  have  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  asciibAfig  iba 
symptoms^  exhibited  by  Profesiaar  Roeii's  first  patienti  to 
%be  power  of  imagiaafciony  operating  upon  &  nenroas  aa4 
kfiubletemperameat;  and  wbieh  waa  greatly  asnstedby 
the  severe  treatment  puraMed,  with  a  vieir  to-eoEcke  a  loag 
suppuration.  That  bydpopbobiay  or  &drQad  of  water^  kaa 
Vem  excited  bj  other  qatisca  than  the  ppison  of  a  laM 
animal^  is  too  well  known  to  admit  of  dispu«e«  Mtdied 
authors  abound  with  hUtorteaof  supposed  oauine  madnisSf 
which  may  be  relbrred^  with  great  propriety,  to  mams* 
solely  excited  by  anxiety  and  terror.    Indeed,  it  is  always 
ditheult  to  divest  the  mind  of  fear,  when  a  bito  has  bein 
TeeeivL'd  from  an  animal  supposed  io  be  macl.    The  case  t 
o;  the  clergyman,  near  Manchester,  sjtrikingly  e.\c  liipliliei 
the  power  of  imn2,iiiation,  in  pKxhicing  the  symptom  of 
hvdrophohia.    This  gentb  man  e\pericnce<l  the  grentctit 
dii  iid  of  water,  from  merely  visiiinof  one  of  his  parish- 
ioners nlleetcd  with  c.niine  madness:  nor  wa<;  b»'  rrlievt^d 
horn  this  noiional  hydroplioltia,  biit  with  liieat  t-xeriion 
and  ditbrulry.    In  addition  to  the  cojitlicis  ot  the  mind, 
it  app<  p.rs  that  P.  Rossi'd  patient  suik^red  hom  gr^at  local 
irritnlion  of  the  l)Of!y. 
I     Two  examples  are  upon  record  of  jtersons  dyinii:  v^f^f't 
hydrophobic  ^j^mpioms,  from  having  woiioded  th^^ir  <  ^vn 

fingers^ 

*  I  may  remtir!.'  here,  that  the  barkinj;  of  li\ fir-  i  '  oMc  pritionK  whiih 
tuthors  have  m^ntioia  >I,  and  cof|ied,froin  «acKoth<  r,  }iB.ra4frelv  m  r^^oufd 
by  the  eftbrt  oi  iiawking  or  cou^iiiou  up  the  visciU  siaiVO}.  ^vijiv^  u»pe5>ui»(ijf 
trollies  the  fmiient  in  this  discm^e^ 

f  See  limmltOD  on  Hydropliobi? 
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fingPFf?,  by  bitmg  th^m  in  a  paroxysm  of  anger.*  May  Hot 
then  the  combined  intluence  of  budily  and  mental  imfa- 
cion  be  considered  as  tbe  ciuef,  »!'  mot  tke  sole  causes  of 
this  patient's  hydrophobic  symptonis  ?  —  The  truth  of  tha 
supposition  wUi  he  ibrdier  acveiigthened^  when  wa  consider 
the  icrtai  ahsence^  in  this  case>  of  some  of  the  most  cha- 
taeteristie  marks  of  canine  madness ;  such  as^  the  desire  of 
solitude ;  a  copious  flow  of  vbeid  and  ropy  saliva ;  atrio* 
lure  lit -the  throaf,  ivdb  oceasioAal  apprefaensiona  of  im- 
aiediate  suffocation ;  resllessnesa  of  the  body,  and  a  ttark'^ 
ed  aversion  to  a  recnmbenr  posture.  Now,  all  these  sjrmpi 
ftM&s,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  decree,  invariably  accompany 
cveiy  itKtence  of  ralM  hydrophobia. 


Ca8£  of  sudden  Death  fkom  a  morbid  Affection 
oftheBkain;  with  tuk  Appearances  ok  Disskc*? 
TICK.  By  John  Clarke,  M.D.  and  Thomas  Buad« 
i»RY,  M*  Physicians  to  the  Assylum  for  Female  Or- 
phans. 

The  following  Case  is  recorded  as  one  anfiong  many, 
which  prove  that  the  brain,  though  an  organ  of  great  im* 
portaace  to  the  functions  of  life,  admits  of  very  consider- 
able alterations  in  its  structure,  and  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  arithout  the  existence  of  any  symptoms  which  excite 
the  attention  of  the  patient. 

A.  B.  aged  11,  an  orphan  in  the  Assylum,  had  enjoyed 
such  good  health  during  the  whole  time  of  her  residence 
there,  as  never  to  have  been  admitted  as  a  patient  into  the 
Infirmary  on  any  account;  and  upon  inquiry,  it  does  not 
aj»pear  that  she  had  ever  made  any  eoniplaint  to  any  of 
the  other  children,  of  any  |>ain  or  sickness.  Ou  the  eon^ 
irarv,  on  the  luoruiiiLr  when  she  was  attacked  vvith  ilie  dis- 
ease,  of  which  she  died,  she  had  been  playinij  wiih  the 
oilier  trills,  and  in  very  good  spirits. 

^>u  i  lmrsthiy,  Oetol^i  r  4,  w  hilst  she  was  in  the  school, 
eiiiploycd  lu  needle-work,  .she  was  sudili'iily  seized  with  a 
most  violently  acute  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  so 
that  slie  was  not  able  to  walk  wiriioiiL  assistance.  She  was 
mmiediately  taken  to  the  Intiimaiy,  (a  distauce  of  about 
sixty  yards)  and  in  the  s»pace  ot  a  very  few  minutes  she 
cjcpircd.  Ou 

*  See  M<nu.  ile  la  Sec,  Roj  ds  Medtciue,  Ana,  1783^  Cauuaent 
&  dc  Bueriiar.  Apbonsm. 
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On  the  following  morning,  October  5^  her  bodj  wascx* 
aminedy  under  the  diiectiop  of  Mr.  Howarf),  surgeon  to 
the  Insiitution^  awl  lu  the  pieseuce  oi  die  writers  of  ihU 
JRcport. 

1  lu-  aiti  ntion  was,  of  course,  first  directed  to  the  cavity 
of  the  nbdonicn,  where  slie  liud  coinplaiiuii  ot  piuii;  bi:i 
on  a  luini.ie  inspection,  all  tlic  coutents  ut  llm  cavity 
vcie  foiiml  perfectly  &  )uiul. 

The  tlirirax  wan  next  subjected  to  cxrtinuiaiion,  but  no 
di^icaav  ul  iiDv  part  WHS  found  there,  bolii  Uie  luog$ 
heart  being  quite  in  a  beaitiiy  stale. 

The  contents  ot  ilie  skull  we  re  tlu  n  exposed;  and  ti  e 
first  ciiciiinsianee  which  attracted  attention  was  the  umi- 
sual  vascularity  ot"  tbe  upper  surface  of  tbe  piu  raater,  the 
vesijcls  upon  which  were  much  larger  than  they  are  usual- 
ly found.  At  the  4iuterior  pait  of  the  brain»  the  division 
between  tbe  two  hemiiipheres,  upon  taking  off  the  dura 
mater,  was  less  perfect  than  it  is  cotnmoniy  foand;  »ad  at 
this  part,  between  the  tunica  aracbiioides  and  pia  mater, 
there  appeared  a  quantity  of  water*  which  escaped  upon 
making  a  small  puncture  with  a  scalpeK  The  substanceof 
the  brain  did  not  exhibit  any  unusual  appearance;  but 
upon  cutting  into  the  lateral  venincles,  there  was  foaadi 
much  larger  quantity  of  water  than  is  natural  to  those 
eavities,  yet  not  enough  to  produce  any  probable  effects 
from  pressure,  or  distention»  and  there* was  no  extravBsa* 
tion  of  blood  either  on  the  surface  of  tite  brain,  or  in  the 
Tentricles. 

The  brain  was  then  carefully  removed,  for  the  purpose  of 
Inspecting  the  under  surface.  The  genera]  appeamnce  was 
natural ;  but  under  the  middle  lobe  of  the  left  side  there 
was  a  cyst,  (which  contained  more  than  half  an  ounce  of 
a  transparent  fluid)  one  side  of  which,  to  wit,  the  inferior, 
was  apparently  formed  by  the  me  mbranes.  The  upper  \V4ia 
formed  by  the  substance  of  the  brain  its^^lf,  which  at  til'"* 
part  was  hollowed  or  indentt'd,  and  was  verv  white,  oi  lite 
colour  of  the  medullary  substance  ol  tlie  brain. 

The  rest  of  the  brain,  and  the  cerebellum,  appeared  to 
be  in  a  healthy  state. 

There  can  be  very  little  doid^t  that  the  sudden  death  ot 
the  patient  may  be  tairly  attributetl  to  this  catisr.  Vel  the 
KMiiarkable  circumstance  rcsjn'ctinL;-  it  is,  that  although  thv 
diijtase  must  have  been  of  very  if>nu:  standiuL:,  as  is  [)rowii 
by  the  absorption  nr  compression  of  tiie  bram  at  ihr  infe- 
rior part  of  tlie  middle  lobe,  where  the  cyst  was  formed, 
yet  no  j^yoiptom  indicating  any  disease  of  tiic  head  had 
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#xisted  till  within  a  veiy  §ew  iniuiites  before  her  death; 
even  then^  the  sensation  of  pain  was  raferred  to  the  0to« 
mach^  and  not  to  the  head,  so  that  it  might  perhaps  even 
be  doubtett  bj  tome,  whether,  although  the  derungemeot 
of  the  strnctBre  of  the  brata  above  described  was  found 
ttpoo  dtnectionj,  this  was  in  tact  the  cause  of  her  death. 
-  We  are  of  opinion,  however,  that  such  doubts  will  be 
removed,  when  it  is  remembered  tliat  there  is  a  very  close 
ro«Dexion  by  sympathy  between  the  braia  and  the  sto-' 
ttiachi  and  that  diseased  affectioiis  of  the  former  very  com- 
monly produce  eflects  on  thi  latter.  The  sickness  wiiick 
takes  place  in  apoplexy,  in  injuries  of  the  brain  from  frac- 
ture, cxtravasationji  8cc«  are  decisive  as  lo  this«  But  pes* 
haps  there  is  no  circumstance  in  whic^  this  more  stroni^lj 
KppeUf%  ihtn  in  puerperal  convulsions,  which  are  most  fre*> 
€|iteiitly  excited  by  organic  affection  of  the  braia  to  ao' 
occasional  cause;  of  the  approach  of  which,  violent  pata 
of  the  stonfuch  is  sometimes  the  Qn\y  symptooi*  Why,  in 
thia  instaniie*  the  elTect  which  terminated  in  the  death  of 
the  patient  was  produced  at  that  time,  or  why  some  symp* 
toms  of  the  existence  of  so  considerable  a  diseased  altera- 
tion  of  so  important  a  I>art,  had  not  sooner  appeared,  we  do 
not  undertake  to  explain ;  bat  we  take  oceasion  to  observe, 
that  a  case  fell  within  the  knowledge  of  one  of  the  report- 
era  of  this  case,  in  which  a  woman  died  of  a  sudden  and 
aoexpected  attack  of  pnerperal  convulsions;  and  upon  the 
examination  of  her  body  after  death,  a  veiV  considerable 
supparation  of  the  plexus  choroides  appeared,  which  must 
necfessarily  have  existed  before  the  attack  of  the  convulsi- 
oils,  yet  there  had  been  no  symptom  indicating  the  exist* 
eiice  of  any  dia$ease  of  the  brain  beforehand* 

Latidtfn,  October  10,  1804, 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  PhysicalJoumal. 

GPNT|.EMEX, 

AVING  on  a  recent  occasion  found  the  saw  recom- 
mended bv  Mr.  Hev  of  Leeds  incnliariv  useful,  f  h('Z 
leave  to  transnnc  to  yr  u  a  short  statciucut  ot  the  case^ 
mod  a  drawing  illustrative  of  it. 

I  am>  &c. 

h^rik  ShuUs^'SfpL  7,  1004.  £.  M.  GREENHOW. 

My 
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394  Mr,  Ci  lxmIww^s  Case  of  Carieiof  ike  Ch  Front  it. 

My  patient  w  m  sailcHr  ef  about  thirty  years  of  age,  ^  ho 
fform  typhi H&  had  an  extenatire  earies  of  the  os  front i?. 

I  shall  paiis  over  the  medical  treatment,  as  my  iiueniion 
is  merely  lo  prove,  in  this  casr,  the  superiority  oif' the  above 
instrument  over  any  other  we  arr;  possessed  oK. 

He  became  a  patient  at  tite  Dispensdi  v  here  in  March 
1803,  at  wiiieh  time  it  was  thoiic^ht  propt  1  to  make  a  per- 
foration with  a  trephine,  to  ^ive  e.xit  to  any  pus  that 
might  br  accumuiaied.  between  the  cranium  and  dura 
tnater.  Tins  was  accordiagly  done  by  Mr.  Baraet,  under 
wiiose  care  he  then  was. 

We  iound,  tiiat  the  bone  was  completely  diseased 
throus;hout,  and  that  tbe  dura  mater  ^'n^  thickly  coirered 
with  healthy  granulations. 

The  diseased  bone  was  denuded,  at  tliat  time,  tf>  the 
extent  of  five  inches  in  length,  and  nearly  tliice  inchi* 
in  breadth  in  one  place,  by  the  ulcerative  process,  and 
the  senlp  was  detached  to  a  much  ?rreati  r  extent,  tio  that 
h  woii  dt  em<'d  impossible  at  that  tune  to  remove  iu 

Finding  at  length,  as  his  general  h*  alti\  improved,  tliat 
nalui'e  was  exerting  her«»elf  to  throw  oi\  liu  dis^^a-ed  Loitc 
"by  a  gradual  dis-nlution  al  its.  conoection  with  t[u;  sound 
prirt,  it  was  thou<^i]t  right  to  assist  har  ia  her  procettby 
iremoMng  at  least  .t  part  of  it, 

k  had  oecurred  to  me,  that  [  sliould  tind  Mr.  Hey's  saw 
useful,  when  it  was  found  proper  to  remove  the  bone.  I 
therefore  now  sawed  across  from  where  the  perforation 
had  been  made  by  the  trephine,  to  tlie  edge  (marked  lit 
ill  the  plate)  and  with  great  ease  removed  that  poitioii 
<^f  the  bone  mnrked  A»    1  aixarn  found  the  dura 


covered  with  healthy  granolatir)ns. 

Jn  my  second  operation,  1  divided  the  bonr  from 
edge  marked  ( 1st.)  ta  that  marked  ('^d.)  and  elevated 
portion  marked  B. 

In  my  third  operation,  I  sawed  through  the  remai 
hone  C.  C.  C.  longitudinally  (marked  3d.)  and  rej 
the  uthola  of  it  witk<HU  aaiag  much  ibr6a. 

The  dura  mater,  throughout,  was  coTered  with  healtlij 
granulationsi  and  the  enelos:ed  drawing  is  a  tolerably  faidi- 
ful  ceprasentution  of  the  appearance  of  the  wound  altd 
til  e  re  nut  v  a  I  tj  f  th  e  bone. 

I  foiuad  the  saw  work  with  great  facility^  and  the  opera- 
tion raeh  time  was  finished  in  a  £ew  minnies.  I  think  it 
will  be  obvious  to  every  one,  that  had  the  trephine  beea 
rmd,  it-woaM  bare  been  laborious  and  tediout« 

The 
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Mr.  Tryc,     lie  C«ft;<%P<M  iiMH^€i<^«  39» 

size. 

i  have  much  pkasuie  iu  uciUiug^  ikat  my  {KiiiciU  is  pro- 


Xij  ^At'  Ediiors  of  the  Medical  arid  I^hj^skal  JournuL 
» 

When  Dr.  J t  liner  first  introduced  Vaccine  Inocula- 
tion, I  declined  adopting  it.  Inoculation  with  the  small- 
pox I  had  long  prac  tised  without  a  sinirlc  loss;  I  had  also 
fixed  opinions  iu  [)hysiology,  which  militated  against 
wliat  was  advanced  by  himself  and  his  friends.  Tn  pro- 
cess of  time,  however,  such  a  mass  of  clear,  undisputed, 
decisive  evidence  came  forward  in  support  of  the  newly- 
discovered  preservative,  as  to  be  irresistible  to  a  mind 
not  hardened  beyond  the  su«?ceptibility  of  couvietion  ;  and, 
consecjuently,  w  hatever  might  have  been  my  previous  no* 
tions,  or  my  habits  of  thinkiDgj  I  coald  no  longer  persist 
i/i  the  use  of  variolas  matter* 

1  wili  pot  9ay>  that  my  own  practice, .  in  inoculating 
with  cow-pox  matter,  hm  been  so  considerable  as  that 
of  many  others*  or  that  I  have  made  a  variety  of  expert* 
■ieiit%  with  a  view  to  understand  or  explain  any  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  disease;  but  I  wilt  say^  that  in  the 
small-pox^  both  natural  and  inoculated^  my  experience 
been  ample ;^  and  from  that  experience  alone,  I  zcas 
enabled  to  compare  the  merits  of  small-pox  inocnlation 
with  chose  ascribed  to  the  Jennerian  practice.  From  my  own 
ixperiencei  then^  I  can  assert,  firsts  that  whatever  ha$  been 
said  against  the  sujlicienci/  of  cow-pock  matter,  as  a  se- 
carity  against  Variolous  infection,  mfty  be  also  said  with 
truth  agnimt  small-pox  matter,  as  a  similar  security.  From 
my  own  experience  I  can,  secondly,  assert,  that  the  sab* 
sequent  ill  effects  which  have  been  said  to  follow  cow- 
^ox,  have,  in  a  ten-fold  greater  degree,  *  followed  small- 
pox. And  lastly,  from  my  own  knowledge,  1  can  assert, 
(and  wlio  of  long  sLauding  in  the  profession  cannot  dp 
the  same?)  that  niauy  instances  of  uioriality  have  hap- 
pened in  small-pox  iuocuhition,  whilst  amongst  all  which 
has  bcai  mid^  Qot  u  single  example  ajgpears  of  death  iiom 
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596        Mr,  Try e,  on,  the  CoohPox  Ina^IatioH. 

'  In  behalf  of  my  first  assertion,  I  can  recollect  nnmer- 
ous  fnrt^; ;  but,  as  I  write  for  the  public,  and  on  a  most 
hnporiuirt  subject,  1  will  btate  nothing  in  support  of  that 
assertion,  which  shall  rest  solely  upon  my  own  credi- 
bility or  iiK  ni ory;  £  will,  therefore  con^ne  lujseU'  to  the 
three  fuilQwinp;  cases: — 

Mr.  John  Phi II potts,  of  this  city,  well  known  and  esteem- 
ed in  his  profession  of  the  law,  was  inoculated  with  the 

all-pox  in  his  infancy,  together  with  an  elder  sister^  by 
their  father,  iriM  the  same  matter,  at  tfu  $ame  time,  and 
both  were  nursed  by  the  mother,  and  two  persons  accus- 
tomed to  small-pox,  of  good  judgment,  and  now  livioy. 
The  young  lady  nad  the  disease  to  an  alarming  virulence; 
the  boy's  arm  inilanKd,  he  was  indisposed,  and  hiid  four 
or  five  eruptions  on  different  parts  of  his  body;  and  Mrs« 
J^hillpotts  says,  tliey  appeared  to  her  to  go  on  af^er  the 
manner  of  other  smaU-pox  pustules*  In  his  twenty-first 
year,  1  was  desired  to  vi^it  him  as  being  ill  with  some  eriip-, 
tive  fever*  He  had  spots  just  appearing  in  diQerent  J>arti 
of  his  body  ;  the  next  time  I  saw  him^  notfiing  but  the 

Eositive  assertion  of  himself  and  his  friends,  ^hat  he  bsd 
ad  the  small-pox,  could  have  made  me  doubt  that  they 
were  variolous*  On  the  following  day  that  doubt  was  en- 
tirely removed.  He  hafl  a  plentiful  crop  of  pustules  of 
the  distinct  kind,  which  went  regularly  through  their  stage* 
of  suppuration  and  scabbing. 

In  September  1794,  I  inoculated  a  dauc;htcr  of  ^fr. 
John  I\u  lliitll,  of  this  city,  sviih  matter,  which  /  liud 
iaki  a  iHj/s^  If  from  a  variolous  subject.  The  child's  arm 
inflauicil,  she  was  indisposed,  and  had  a  few  eruptions, 
ulncb  (lid  not  suppurate.  About  twelve  months  after,  I 
inoculated  her  again,  and  she  had  then  the  distinct  bmaii- 
pox,  with  all  its  usual  circumstances. 

Mr.  Cooke,  an  eminent  apothecary  of  this  city,  desired 
me  to  see  a  patient,  who  had  some  years  hcfore  been 
inoculated  by  a  practitioner  of  rcspcctabilitv  and  ex- 
perience, for  the  small-pox,  together  with  ten  oihcr>,  in 
the  (icntleman's  own  Small  Pox  House  The  patient  liup- 
j>os(  d  tiiat  he  then  received  and  went  through  the  disease, 
and  the  inoculator  assured  him  of  it.  When  we  visited 
him^  he  was  then  blind  with  small-pox,  which  weot 
through  its  usual  stages. 

In  sup[>ort  of  my  second  assertion,  t  need  not  slake  my 
pwn  credibility  at  all.  My  experience  can  only  coincide 
with  the  testimonies-  already  before  the  public,  of  the 
«mall-pox  rousing  up  scrophula  in  all  its  malignaht  vsrie* 

tieti 
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tieti  Bii'd  being  foHowcd  by  phlegmons^  opbtfaalmias,  &c/ 
while  nothing  beyond  cutaneoas  eruptions  has,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  been  impnted  to  the  c6w-pox. 

But  as  to  my  third  assertion,  its  truth  is  so  aniversally 
faioirD,  that  all  proof  is  unnecessary. 

I  shall  go  then  to  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  what 
bss  been  pnemised.   From  the  .cases  supporting  die  first 
assertion,  it  appears,  Hrst,  either  that  some  individuals 
may  receive  the  small-pox  infection  twice ;  or,  else,  that 
the  paiiciit  may  be  infected  to  a  certain  degree  with  viuiu- 
ious  matter,  but  tun      as  to  make  an  indelible  impression 
on  the  constitutiuij.     la  either  case,  their  inoculation 
Uitii  the  small-pox  has  no  advantage,  as  a  protecting  se- 
curity, over  the  cow-pox.    r,et  it  be  said,  tiiat  the  practi- 
tioiiCT  who  inoculated  i\\r  patient  <;n|)|it>se(l  to  be  infected 
a  second  time,  was,  in  the  first  instance,  either  inatten- 
tive or  deceived  by  doubttul  appearances;  or  that  the  first 
Ume  his  patient  was  not  inoculated  with  real  small-pox 
matter,  or  with  small-pox  matter  in  a  piuper  state.  To 
the  first  supposition,   it  must  be  answered,  that  in  the 
general  practiec  of  cow-pox  inocuiatoin,  it  is  not  to  be  be- 
Uevcd  that  operators  will  be  more  sagacious,  more  dis* 
criminating,  or  more  attentive  than  their  predecessors  have 
been  in  smallpox  inoculation;  and  to  the  second,  that 
similar  errors  are  just  as  likely  to  prevail  in  vaccine  inocu- 
lation :  So  that  the  conclusion  must  be,  either  that  there 
are  individuals,  in  whom  the  susceptihility  of  the  small- 
pox is  not  destroyed  by  a  well-conducted  process  either 
of  the  cow-pox  or  small-pox  inoculatioh ;  or  that,  in  the 
ioittances,  virhen  cither  the  one  or  the  other  failed  to  se- 
core  the  individual  against  future  small-poXj  the  process 
did  not  ^o  so  far  as  to  make  the  proper  impression  on  the 
constitution ;  or  lastly,  that  in  tne  inoculatiouj  improper 
matter  most  have  hecn  used  ;  tchicA,  h&wtvtr,  could  not  have 
hetu  the  case  in  the  two  Jirst  examples  given  above,  in  proV' 
ingjny  Jirtt  assertion , 

Three  instances  have  been  brought  forward,  amidst  the 
voluminous  writings  for  and  against  the  cow-pox  inocu- 
lation, where  it  failed  of  securing  the  patient  against 
small-pox;  two  by  Mr.  Goklstonc,  of  Portsmouth,  and 
one  in  tiie  London  i^apcrs  of  the  bea;innint^  oi  rliis  month. 
Whether  the  patients  were  inoeuhaed  with  ij;eiiulne  cow- 
pox  matter  or  not,  I  Will  notirujuire;  I  wiii  admit  their 
weakening  our  confidence  in  v  icciimt  on  to  a  certain  de* 
gree.  But  the<e  tliree  failnrc::,  mind  the  collected  expe- 
ricQce  of  the  Profession  m  general,  are  here  nj<-'t  hy  lac 

tjxpericnce 


3Bft        -OttthHUiim  m  Vmuine  Iw^euhthn* 


€X\)Cvicncc  of  a  single  individual,  in  n  provincial  to^TTi. 
with  an  equal  nuiiibcr  of  cn'^vs,  equal  I  v  weakening  oof 
confidence  in  siuall-pox  inoculation.  In  iliis  repeci,  then, 
let  the  two  inoculations  be  sii[)posed  to  stand  upon  equal 
grounds.  But  let  the  consequefices  of  one  be  weigncd 
against  those  of  the  other^  and  the  scale  of  vaccination 
must  incalculably  preponderate.  In  immediate  danger  to 
the  individual^  in  remote  mischief  to  his  constitution,  ibt 
cow-pox  has  iniinitely  the  advanti^e.  To  this  let  mi  td4| 
that  while  with  the  ^w^x  the  practitioner,  at  the  worstj 
injures  no  one  except  his  patienti  mih  tht  tmrnllf^p^^  ha 
may  deal  misery  and  destruction  among  hia  neigbboan, 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  operating;  that  in  the  oae  ha 
is  continually  risking  the  dissemination  of  a  lonthsoue  Bfll4 
mortal  disease,  while  in  the  other  he  is  condacing  to  tiw 
extermination  of  that  pestilence  from  among  manlMd, 
Let  us-^  then,  turn  to  common  sense,  and  ask  her,  which 
she  would  prefer^ 

I  am,  &c. 

Gloucetur,  Oct.  6,  1804.         CHARLES  BRANDON  TRYE, 

Senior  Sui^eon  to  the  Cotto^  Uoipiisi 


To  the  Editors  of  t lie  Medical  and  ^hyjical  JournaL 

GENTtSMBKj 

The  ol)serrations  which  have  lately  appeared  in  some 
of  thn  newspapers  on  the  >ubject  of  vaccine  iuoculaiiou, 
tbouirli  ealoulated  to  excite  doubts  and  fears  among tbc 
tiinui  and  ignorant,  yet  must  fill  the  minds  of  those,  *bt> 
^vitfi  an  attentive  and  impartial  eye  have  watched  the  rise 
and  progress  of  this  practice,  with  the  greatest  indignatioa. 

There  is  a  set  of  beings  in  the  world  so  void  of  just  princi- 
ple, that  they  constantly  opDose  whatever  is  brought  for- 
ward for  the  pabltc  good.  From  the  first  publicatioo  of 
Dr.  Jenner's  discovery  to  the  present  hour^  we  have  scca 
them  ever  on  the  watch,  and  ready  to  catch  at  any  event, 
which  might  give  the  smallest  pretext  for  misleading  the 
public  in  the  pursuit  of  that  grand  object,  the  exteiminsr 
tion  of  the  small-pox.  H&e  late  occurrence  in  Futlwood*! 
R^ta  has  called  up  one  of  these  malignant  spirits  trlio 
with  an  air  of  exultation  tells  us,  that  two  children 
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had  been  vaccinated  «02ji«  years  ago  at  the  Smallpox 
liospkalj  in  St*  Pancras,  are  now  supposed  to  be  labouring 
vader  the  sjnail-pox  comsuinicated  by  contagion.  Let  u<i 
admit  tbe  iacty  aiMi  let  us  adiait  too,  for  h  must  be  ad« 
mitted,  that  perhaps  there  is  scarcely  n  street  in  the  aie* 
|lopoU<7j  or  a  country  town  in  the  British  realms,  where  tlie 
sane  kind  of  disaator  which  bais  happened  in  I'uihvood's 
8eaU  may  not  appear.  The  reason  must  be  obvious  to 
•Hfry  perron  who  will  tcivc  himself  the  trouble  of  reflect** 
iag  on  the  aal)|ect.  'the  new  practice  of  inoculation  has 
been  by  many  taken  up  in  a  hurry,  and  set  on  foot  without 
due  attention  to  the  roles  given'^fbr  its  management*  In  i 
short,  that  it  bas  been  practised  by  tltose  who  did  not  uur 
derstaod  it,  does  not  admit  of  dispute*  This  was  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Common.s,  whose 
lime  was  occupied  several  successive  weeks  in  an  investi- 
gation ol  the  merits  of  vaccine  inoculation,  and  who  re- 
ported to  tlie  Mouse,  their  lull  conviction  of  its  eiiicacy. — 
Do  you  conceive.  Gentlemen,  tliat  hhik  s  so  c<  U-bralcd  in 
luedical  an  i\als  as  CiinCj  llomc,  lar4nhai,  ii.iillie.  Ash, 
Blane,  it^om,  Knit^ht,  Dm  man.  Ring,  Saunders,  and 
many  others  of  the  highest  character,  would  have  so  so- 
leoiuly  bom  testimony  before  a  couiniutee  of  their  coun- 
try, in  favour  of  vaccination,  if  they  had  not  been,  by 
previous  e.vpcrimeut,  positively  certain  of  its  irnporr<nice i 
Without  similar  conviction,  would  distant  nations  liuve 
made  presents  to  Dr.  Jtnner,  and  their  universiues  iiave 
leaped  u\H}ii  liini  their  diplomatic  honors?  'iherc  are  two  \ 
ways  of  doing  a  thing,  the  right  and  the  wrong.  A  per- 
son may  possess  the  perfect  vaccine  matter,  such  as  will 
prodace  the  guardian  pustule ;  but  by  managing  it  iniudicl- 
OQsly,  or  from  not  knowing  all  the  phenomena  of  the  dis- 
he  fails,  and  produces  one  thing  for  another*  There 
lire  few  practitioners  of  long  standing,  and  of  extensive 
practice  as  tnoculators  of  the  small-pox,  who  have  not 
witnessed  cases  of  casual  intectioa  after  they  supposed 
their  patients  secure  by  inoculation.  A  paper  of  Dr.  Jen- 
ner's,  published  in  your  Journal  for  August  last,  seems  to 
throw  much  li^ht  on  this  obscure  subject;  and  from  tho 
circumstance  of  the  two  children  in  Vullwood^s  Kents  be- 
ing of  the  same  family,  there  is  great  reason  to  believe 
dmt  they  were  under  the  influence  of  that  disease,  which 
he  describes  as  a  frequent  impediment  to  taking  either  the 
small-pox  or  the  cow-pox  properly. 

I  repeat  again.  Gentlemen,  that  we  must  be  prepared 
(or  events  similar  to  those  which  t)ie  newspapers  have  re« 

corded^ 
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corded,  while  the  great  work  of  exterminating  that  horrid 
pest  the  small-pox  is  eoing  forward.    To  be  con vi need 
that  it  is  going  forward,  in  ererjr  part  of  the  world,  with 
a  rapidity  whica  Its  most  sanguine  promoters  coold  hardlj 
have  conceived,  we  liu  l-  only  to  turn  onr  eyes  to  the  coo* 
tinent  of  Europe  and  America^  and  particularly  to  oar 
settlements  in  India*  That  it  is  not  only  advancing  ra- 
pidly but  successfully,  in  many  of  the  largest  towns  of 
France,  Germany,  Itahr>  Switzenand,  fee.  8cc«  we  have  the 
most  satisfactory  proof;  and  also  that  the  smalUpox,  which 
heretofore  had  committed  its  destructive  ravines  among 
them,  IS  now  scarcely  known  but  by  name;  and  while,  at 
home,  we  are  looking  upon  the  Author  of  this  blessin|; 
vrith  a  cold  indifference,  he  is  there  the  object  of  enthush 
astic  re2;ard,  and  almost  idolatrous  veneration.    In  man? 
parts  of  the  world,  the  Jennerian  inoculation  was  intro- 
duced inauspiciodsly.    Prof.  Odier  of  Geneva,  lu't^an  with 
matter  he  procured  from  Vienna^  taken  from  an  impcrffct 
pustule.     His  inoculations  were  consequently  incoift^ct, 
and  found  his  patients  assailable  by  the  small-pox*.  Bur 
what  course  did  he  pursue?    Did  he,  like  sonic  of  our  pro- 
pie  at  home,  decry  the  practice?    No,  —  hv  wrote  to  Dr. 
Jenner,  who  furnished  him  with  proper  ni alter  and  eorreci 
instruction,  and  vaccination  went  on  (Vom  that  time  in  ao 
perfect  and  tapid  a  manner,  that  in  the  inrg<i  and  populou? 
city  of  Geneva,  the  smali-pox  has  ^^nt^  sinrp  been  sub- 
dued.   For  the  trutii  of  this  statt  nuMU  the  reader  may  refer 
to  German  Annals  of  Medicine  or  the  French.    One  might 
go  on  to  any  extent,  in  detailing  facts  relative  to  the  cffi- 
cacy  of  vaccination ;  but  it  would  be  anreasonable  to  en- 
croach farther  on  rour  pages  with  a  subject  already  so 
satisfactorily  discussed.  Vet  pennit  me  to  make  one  ob- 
servation more  on  the  paper  m  question.  That  if  sach 
writers^  instead  of  indulging  their  malvolence  or  prejodice, 
would  exert  their  understanding,  and  would  give  to  the 
subject  of  vaccine  inoculation  that  share  of  attentioa 
which  it  deserves^  they  would  at  once  behold  its  troe  sod 
solid  importancet  and  co*operate  with  those  philanthropist! 
whose  labors  will  finally  remove  one  of  the  greatest  unpe* 
diments  which  human  happiness  ever  knew. 

Oct.  9, 1804.  A  LOOKER-ON. 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phufical  JournM. 

X  CONCEIVE  that  your  very  valuable  and  esteemed 
Jourrtfil  must  be  highly  iiuportant  to  the  nj(  dii^'iil  world, 
Ulusinuch  as  it  aftortLi  a  ready  and  easy  ehanuLi  tor  the 
con[\Teynnce  ot  medical  truihs  and  pructieai  observations; 
a  tew  phiin  and  well  auti»enticated  farts  h^ing  of  more 
real  utility  in  the  pracLiee  ot  pliysie,  ilian  wljole  vohnncs- 
of  theoretical  (hsqnisitions  ;  and  \  consider  it  an  ul^iiga- 
lion  incumbent  upon  every  member  ot  the  prole^sion,  to 
contribute,  ti^  far  as  it  ninv  lay  in  his  power,  towards  the 
promotion  ot  medical  science;   for  in   a  subject  buried; 
under  so  much  obscurity  as  tliat  of  the  anmial  economy, 
k  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  practitioner  should 
be  often  embarrussed  in  his  preseriptioo,  and  obliged  to 
regulate  his  conduct  by  eonjectnre  or  uncertain  antdogy.  * 
Infiresscd  with  the  importance  of  tliis  ideu^  1  shajl  GiBg. 
leave  to  state  what  has  been  the  result  of  my  experience 
with  resard  to  the  Qperution  of  a  remedy^  which^  although' 
generally  known,  docs  not  seem  to  have  had  that  atteilr. 
tion  paid  to  it  whicb  its  merits  appear  to  me  to  demand. 

X  am  firmly  persuaded^  that  we  bave  not  in  the  wbol^  % 
Materia  Medica  a  mott  useful  or  powerful  agent  than  fcj*. 
toiiana,  when  properly  administered,  in  cases  of  strangu- 
lated hernial  or  obstinate  constipations  af  the  boweU ;  iis, 
for  the  most  part,  they  arise  from  spas tn  die  ttricture*  i 
do  not  know  a  remedy  that  is  equally  etiicacious^  its  al- 
most ima)cdiate  eifec£  l>ctiig  that  6f  inducing,  a  state 
general  relaxation;  a  state  the  most  favourable  that,  caa 
possibly  be  conceived  for  the  relief  of  such  complaints.  •  - 

The  principal  objection  which  1  understand  to  nave  be^n 
raised  against  its  more  frequent  use,  is  the  alarming  state, 
which  its  operation  often  induces ;  but  it  should  be  recol- 
hsctedj  that  the  pattern's  life  is  in  a  much:inore  perilous 
state  previous  to  its  eiebibition,  tbc  it  is  only  to  be  euw 
ployea  when  all  the  more  lenient  remedies  have  failed  in 
producing  the  desired  effect.*   i  have  applied  it  myselij 


*  NiootiiBB,  altlioHLih  \ulu:ible  a  medicine,  outdit  to  he  employed  $ 
with  gpatt  OMe  und  diNCrimioation ;  Mr.  Astley  (  ooper  h:i5  fluted  two 

instance*  in  which  it  Ikis  proved  f^ita!.   The  Inte  public  atiun  of  this  eminent 
fur^fon  on  ihi^  >,u!>m'«  r  of  !iHr»t  a  will        read  by  CVCTJ  :}tudeut  w1m>  liU6  * 
due  rec'.trd  to  his  piuicaaiuiuj  .lijprnv*  meal.  ^  .>  • 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


40d 


and  have  seen  it  applied,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  amJ 
not  kiiuw  a  single  int>fauce  of  its  fe^ure.  In  two  c?i>es> 
uliu'li  have  fallen  under  my  own  particular  oliscrvfiuon, 
the  succt>^  of  its  application  will  appear  to  ha.vc  been  of 
the  most  decisive  nature.  The  cases,  a>  they  apeared  i» 
succession,  I  shall  now  lake  the  iiheriy  to  la}^  betorc  yotu 
Mary  Brett,  a  woman  of  a  iwiturally  bealthy  and  vi<:or- 
roufc  coii^utution,  became  a  patient  oi  .mine,  labuunng 
under  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  Upon  examnni- 
tion,  I  found  thai  she  had  inguirud  hernia  on  both  -jdLa  j 
in  that  on  the  left,  tiie  kuescuie  was  cvjdciiiiy  strangula- 
t-ed ;  she  liad  very  severe  pain  in  the  part,  alieudu)  widi 
nau.soa  and  vomiting.  She  had  not  had  aay  evacuatixjn 
downwards  for  tin x*e  days  previously  to  my  seeing  her.  i 
att«mpte<l  to  reduce  the  hernia  by  tluj  usual  mudt'  ot  prac- 
tice, suc  h  as  placing  thr  |)at!ent  in  a  supine  posture  with 
her  knees  elevated,  and  brought  nearly  in  contact,  to  re- 
lax Uie-  facia  of  the  thigh  ;  tbeii;  applying  gradual  and 
moderate  pressure  to  the  tumour,  but  without  effect ;  and,, 
indeed,  the  operation  could  not  be  persevered  in,,  the  pais 
it  occasioned  was  ^>  intolerable  that  she  would  notsufirr 
me  to  persist.  I  ordered  for  her  the  foUMring  pills,  R. 
£^(t.  cdoeynth.  cfMiip*  3!^  calomel  pt.  gr.  efiigr.  j. 
M.  iiat  piL  vj.  cap.  ij.  otnoi.  Slid,  hora  donee  wros  re- 
i^nd.  In  the  inlefflftediatt  Umr.  oily  enemas  were  ii- 
rected  to  be  thsowR  mp,  and  the  hot  balU  to  be  madb  M 
of. 

•  It  was  Itl  the  afterhooft  that  1  saw  her.  I  called  agdn 
oin  the  following  mornings  to*  itee  what  effect  these  remedies 
had  produced^  when  I  Ibund  the  symptoms  rather  aggra- 
iMteu  tban^  appeased ;  the  pills  were  retained  for  about  an 
boor^  and  tlieti  ejected  fycta  the  stomach;  the  pain  in  the 
tumour  cotitifiued  with  unabated  violence^  attended  with  a 
spasmodic  constrictioti  of  the  abdomen  ;  and  there  was 
^^fi^Qtly  an  ioversidnof  the  peristaUic  niotiott  of  U)e  in- 
testifies  a  qoantny  of  stercoraceous  matter  beings  exyulained' 
ith^e  vessel  in  wlvich  »he  had  discharged'  the  contents  of 
her  stomach.  Conceiving  now  that  no  time  waa  to  be 
lost,  £  mentiotid  to  her  friends  the  necessity  of  performing 
Ieir' operation^  aS'  the  oo^y  probable- chance  of  preserving 
her  life;  but  this  they  strongly  ohicctcd  to,  urging  that^ 
at  her  aavanced  perioa  of  Ute,*little  advantage  comd  be 
derived  fromr  an  oj)mctMm;  and|  tndetd,  it  eoaid  not  be 
thMsted  upon-  with  any  degree  of  confidence  on  the  p«rt 
of  th^  practltloiicr^  but  might  rl^lher  be  considered  as  the 
forlorn  nope.    Hitotidnk,  Aftw;  b^k^an^e      dacnier  lesoft^ 
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viiich  I  orrlcred  a  draclim  ot  what  is  vulgarly  caHed 
shag  tobacco,  to  be  infused  in  a  pint  of  boiling  watery 
Ittd  two-thirds  of  this  infusion  to  be  injected  iinm>ediately ; 
|b«  remainder  in  half  an  hour^  if  the  Ibrmer  should  not 
bB,ye  had  the  cksired  effect.  Upon  lay  next  visit  I  \?ais^ 
▼ery  much  surprised  to  findi  mf  patient  entirely  relieved 
from  her  complaint;  the  enema  had  operMtd  almost  im<^ 
mediately  after  its  appli^ala^n,  the  hernia  was  reduced^ 
the  pain  had  sabsided^  and  nothing  now  remained  bat  tu 
support  the  patient's  strength  by  cordial  and  tonic  me 
dicines. 

Thomas  Cause,  a  young  man  abont  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  by  trade  a  compositor  iik  a  printing-office/  became 
a  podent  of  mine  ibr  tne  cnr<e  of  colica  pictonum.  Hi§ 
disease  was  characterised  by  the  following  symptoms :  vio« 
lent  pain  about  the  umbilical  region,  extending  across  to 
the  right  hypogastric  region ;  nausea,  and  vomiting  of  bili- 
eusttisdtier;  Dodycostive;  puhe  full,  and  rather  turgid.  In 
addition  to  these  symptoms  he  had  violent  spasmodic  con- 
tractions about  the  abdominal  cavity ;  the  pain  which  it 
gave  rise  to  was  so  distressing,  that  lie  cried  out  like  a 
Wouklii  III  labour,  and  tlie  parts  became  so  sensible  to  the 
touch  that  he  could  nut  hear  the  slightest  pressure,  not 
even  that  oi  the  bed  clothe  s.  5x  of  blood  were  taken 
from  him^  an  emetic  was  administered,  and  an  aperitnf  * 
mixture  directed  to  be  taken^  with  a  view  to  evacuate  the 
bowels.  On  my  next  visit  I  found  that  these  reiTiedies  hacF 
not  atlbrded  any  relief  to  the  patient;  the  vomiiinij^  and 
pain  continued  as  violent  as  ever,  and  no  evacuation  had* 
been  produced  by  the  opening  mixture.  I  now  directed  an 
oily  cnf'nia,  with  thirty  drops  of  tinct.  opii,  to  he  thrown 
op,  und  the  warm  bath  to  be  made  use  of;  I  likewise  pre- 
scribed for  him  six  grains  of  calomel  to  l)e  taken  immedi- 
ately. I  saw  him  again  on  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
fourth  from  the  attaek>  when  I  found  that  the  bowels  con^ 
tinued  obstinately  constipated,  no  evacuation  liaving  been 
produced  by  any  of  the  means  made  use  of;  the  p^uient 
was  evidently  sinking  from  the  constant  action  that  had 
been  kept  up  during  this  time;  the  spasms  were  so  fre- 
•aenc  and  distressing,  that  he  could  get  no  rest.  I  now 
determined  to  try  the  nicoAana,  in  the  same  proportion  a« 
in  the  before  mentioned'  case,  when  I  am  liappy  to  say* 
its  efiects*  were  equally  decisive  and  beneficial ;  its  opera* 
tion  induced  a  state  bordering  upon  syncope,  and  the 
evacuation  which  followed  was  so  profuse  that  it  betrame 
necessc>rv  to  check  it  by  opiates,  and  to  support  the  patient 
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l»y  nourish m<4  broths  autl  cordial  luethcines.  Hf  continti^l 
wcil,  HTui  h.is  Dol  hud  any  unpleasant  syniptouibi  sidic, 

aimry)  Might  nut  this  remedy  be  employed  wirh  ^ooi\ 
cBVct  in  cas»^^  of  if  tanus  and  trismus,  as  thov  depciid  upon 
8pa»u|odic  cuiitracliuus      the  muscuhir  iibres  ^ 

Jokfi'* Square,  Seft.^itiy  1804.  MICH.  BARTLETT^ 

Member  of  the  Royal  Colk'ge  of  Sui^eons, 
and  A|)Otbccary  to  the  Finbbiiry  Dispitusaxy. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  McdkaL  and  PhT^caLJourml* 

From  a  supposition  that  the  successful  treatment  of  » 
Case  ot  Le  prosy  may  not  be  uuaccepiable  to  the  readers  of 
the  Medical  Journal,  1  beg  leave  to  oifer  to  their  notice  » 
brief  account  of  the  disease,  with  the  remedies employeii, 
aud  the  reflectioos  result ini;  therefrpoou 

A  hoy^  the  son  of  a  IJanipshire  farmer,  15  years  of  8ge« 
had  for  the  space  of  six  months  previously  to  his  applica- 
tion to  me>  beeu  subject  to  violent  itching  in  different  parti 
of  his  body ;  and  when  I  saw  him,  bis  body  and  limbs  were 
thickly  covered  with  scales  of  a  acabby  scurt^  nature^  wbicb 
when  removed,  the  parts  underneath  exhibited  an  inflamed 
surluce,  of  a  hue  inclining  to  copper  colour.  Supposing 
from  the  hlntory  of  the  ca:>e,  as  related  by  his  pain that 
bis  disease  had  been  either  occasionedj  or  greatly  a^^ra- 
valed,  by  his  mode  of  livins:,  wliich  it,  appeared  liad  con- 
sisted eiiictly  of  binoke-dried  and  salunl  [iiovisiuua,  change 
of  diet  was  naruraliy  iIr'  lliNt  indication  of  cure  thai  pre- 
bent(:'(l  iiM'lf;  1  tlK  iefmi-  dt  - nd  he  niinht  be  iillovved  a 
suilicieui  qiiauiiiy  (d*  iVc^^li  luuina]  food,  fruits,  and  vt'irct- 
al>lc^,  aad  prc-^ci ilnd  a  r<i  (miu  1  purge,  wllh  the  tuiiu»vii»i^ 
alterative  holiise-  and  uiniiin  ill,  R.  Calumei  ppt,  gr.  ij. 
Pulv.  aiuiiuouialis,  gr.  ix.  Opii.  gr.  lil.  Cons.  rosu.  q.  j>. 
ft.  l>oL  no.  ix.  Capl.  j.  ter  de  die.  R.  Hydrarg.  nniriat. 
.<;r.  viij.  Adi|)i>  j^uilla  ^ij.  ^[.  ft.  I'm^t.  part  afJ^'f.  applic.iu- 
dum.  node  nianecpie.  By  pt  rseverin.;  in  the  use  of  di<>e 
remedies,  with  liitie  vanation,  fur  the  :ipace  of  six  vveck.^, 
the  white  scurfy  scales  uiJ.ircly  di-:i|>|)t^ared^  and  the  sub- 
jacent parts  began  to  assume  their  natural  colour;  the  only 
lUnis  that  novi^  remained  to  be  cllecu.'d  was  the  gurc  of  sc  - 
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%eni\  deep  fissures  In  the  palms  of  Ins  hiiti<l>,  which  1  con* 
sideretl  as  being  truly  charac  tensric  ot  the  disease,  and  fre— 
<^iiently  a  concomitant  >ym|)toiri;  hut  the  icmcdics  so  etni- 
lieiitly  usctul  in  ciirini;  the  otiier  morbid  paru^  had  no 
power  over  these  tisstirt  s  ;  and  alter  trying"  ardent,  nitrat, 
with  a  variety  of  other  means,  I  was  obligccfto  have  re- 
cour.^e  to  blisterinG:,  which  bad  the  wislied-tbr  effect,  pro- 
ducing such  a  drgice  ol"  excitement  on  ilie  cutis  ver;i,  as  to 
enable  it  to  tlnow  oti'  tlie  diseased  action  that  it  had  been 
so  long  accustomed  to,  and  which  readered  i(  necessary  to 
employ  stimulating  dressings. 

This  is  tlic  only  case  ot  leprosy  which  T  hnve  had  under 
my  care,  except  one  that  occurred  during  my  public  ser- 
vices; and  tlie  hands  were,  in  this  case  also,  the  most  difti- 
cidt  to  niatKiL^e,  which  i  think  would  never  have  beea 
cured  without  blistering.  From  the  litstory  oil  tlie  boy'$ 
case.  It  would  appear  that  unwholesome  food  was  in  some 
measure  the  remote  cause  ot  his  complaint;  and  though  the 
cutis  vera  is  the  seat  ot*  this  disease,  and  may  therelore  be 
considered  as  partaking  more  ot*  the  nature  of  a  local  than 
general  atfection,  yet  such  medicines  as  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  the  secretions,  and  produce  alterative  eff*ects  on 
the  mass  of  humours,  must  consequently  be  acknowledged 
as  useful  auxiliaries.  The  scabrous  incrustations,  so  shock- 
ing to  the  eye  of  the  spectator,  and  hateful  to  the  ptiitient, 
}  conceive  to  be  occasioned  by  rubbing  and  scratching,  the  ' 
cuticular  cxcrerory  vessels^  which  being  wounded,  pour  out 
their  contents  on  the  surface.  If  this  he  the  case,  it  will  ap^ 
pear  evident,  that  stimulating  applications,  or  such  ^s  allay- 
the  itching  sensations,  and  produce  those  which  are  dia* 
metrically  opposite,  or  painful,  must  have  a  good  effect, 
by  imuiediateiy  striking  at  the  root  of  the.  evil,  and  reliev* 
ing  the  patient  from  the  4iMgreeahle  necessity  of  using  his 
nails;  but  in  all  inveterate  cases,  when  the  skin  Inis  acquired' 
an  unusual  degree  of  thickness,  the  warm  b«th.wiU  certainly- 
become  absolutely  requisite;  and  the  Bath  waters,  so  famous 
for  cutaneous  diseases,  may  have  a  two-fold  virtue,  by 
cleansing  and  softening  the  skin,  as  well  as  stimulating  it, 
therel)y  enabling  the  absorbents  to  carry  oif  that  surcharge 
or  redundancy  of  fluids,  which  have  beeii  collected  on  the 
surface.  An  objection  may  be  made  to  this  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, on  a  supposition  that  turning  the  current  of  hu- 
mours, which  Nature  seems  to  have  directed  to  the  skin,  . 
Viay  eventually  produce  complaints  more  terrific  in  their 
consequences;  but  for  my  part,  L  should  conceive  such  an 
miolon  to  be  iperely  chimerical;  and  i  mention  it  because 
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it  appears  lo  me,  the  only  one  that  ran  he  urged  against  9^ 
practice,  which  I  consider  borh  satr  and  salutary,  when 
the  habit  is  every  day  undergoing  some  change  by  nirans 
of  proper  regimen.  And  however  specions  such  r(  a>onine 
may  appear,  it  can  never  he  advanced  as  an  estabhshed 
tboorem,  whilst  the  practice  recominended  has  the  broad 
basitf  of  experience  for  its  foundation. 

Daring  my  studies  at  a  celebrated  medical  sehooli  the 
iioar  bag  was  the  only  ajlplication  then  in  Togtie  for  Erysi* 
pelasj  mMfi'an  idea  tnat  it  was  dangerous  to  employ  refri- 
gerants; medicines  of  this  class  are  frequently  termed  re- 
pellents^ and  it  would  have  been  a  happy  circumstance  for 
many  patients^  if  their  medical  attendants  had  not  been 
frightened  out  of  their  wits,  at  the  thought  of  this  terrible 
mame  repellent !  The  famous  OuHen^  when  treating  on  Ery- 
sipelas, seems  to  conceive  that  no  other  application,  save 
weal  or  flour,  is  admissible,  except  when  there  is  a  sense  of 
throbbing  io  the  inflamed  part,  indicating  suppuration;  yet 
I  msst  diSQcnt  from  saoh  an  opinion,  though  sanctioned  by 
ao  great  a  writer,  in  this  instance;  for  if  therefKgerapt  plan 
vras  resorted  to  in  the  early  stages  of  tiie  disease,  soppoia* 
Sion  would  rarely  happen.  The  Doctor  does  not  speak  in 
positive  terms  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  this  disease, 
that  is  to  say,  whetber  it  be  local  or  constitutional;  vet  he 
savs,  he  never  knew  a  tiiin^laiinn  of  the  inflammatioji  houi 
rbc  limbs  to  otber  pin  t^ ;  ■.i]\<]  it  happens  that  the  af- 

fection of  the  face  is  coiiimuiiicated  to  tne  brain,  be  sup- 
posios  it  lo  be  entirely  caused  by  the  spreading  of  theinflam- 
iiianon.  Docs  not  this,  at  once  point  out  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  having  recoin>L  to  refriircrants,  without  leaving 
the  work  entirely  to.  Nature,,  and  tru  tmir  to  flour  as  the  only 
local  applicjuiou  r  My  practice  ,  in  every  case  of  erysipe- 
las, has  been  invariably  the  foilowinLT,  which  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  illustrate  by  aunexinir  a  cnsr  that  occurred  lo  me 
the  other  day.  I  was  de^ir^d  to  visit  tlie  wife  of  a  labour- 
ing man,  whom  I  found  with  a  shocking  erj^sipclatous  in- 
flammation in  her  f;^ce;  her  pulse,  full  and  frequent;  in  lino, 
she  was  in  a  complete  state  of  pyrexia.  1  immediately  bled 
her,  sent  a  cathartic  with  a  refrigerant  lotion,  composed 
of  a  weak  soiiiiioii  of  cerussa  acetata,  desiring  that  her  face 
might  be  kept  constantly  covered  with  wet  linen  rags,  and 
j^newcd  as  oft(  n,  and  as  cold  as  possible.  By  this  treat- 
ment, her  face,  in  less  than  'J4  hours,  was  free  ifrom in tl ani- 
mation ;  and  iicr  eyes,  wliich  before  were  perfectly  closed 
with  the  swelling,  were* now  restored  to  their  natural  state. 
Hence  it  appears  how  exlremely  iallacious  theories 

whca 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


Dr.  tw  OpkiUbutk.  407 

and  1  do  not  conceivf  thai  in  ^99  cases  out  of  1000,  any 
of  the  dreadful  conscq«(  nc(  s  would  occur,  which  have  so 
frequently  been  the  coik  nnkants  erf  this  disease,  whe<i 
ttgm<iil  iijytwihiy  ^  tke  4ogma8  of  soiioimtic  mstruotioiu 

Homseji,  liaaUf  St^itt.  SJf,  1804. 


T4>  tiu  EdU$rsijf'tkc  Ahikal^md  J^k^icalJouiwd. 

•  I  ■  •     ♦  * 

owr  a  vol.  of  your  vetv  interesting  Journals 
the  other  day,  my  attention  was  arrested  by  a  paper  on  the 
Ophthalmia  of  hot  climates,  by  a  gentleman  signing  hiitiself 
D.  VV  liyte,  M.  D.  whom  I  take  to  have  been  Surgeon,  or 
Mate,  to  one  oFtlic  men  of  war  then  lying  in  Aboukir  Bav. 
1  tbmk  It  is  contauu  ci  in  ]Vo.  r>7,  dated  Mareh,  iBO£.  lie 
there  very  gravely  mrDrms  ins  readers,  that  uuiure  has  most 
providentiaHy  suppired  rfie  eyes  with  eyelids  for  their  pro- 
tection, and  with  teHrs  for  the  purpose  of  moistening  thefn. 
Heattrib\it  cs  iuthimniarion  of  tlie  eyes  generally  to  "  expan- 
sion of  the  hiinvours  and  dilatation  of  the  vessels  from  the 
intense  heat  ar>d  vivid  rays  of  the  sun,  ancl  accounts  tor 
the  imperfect  vision  accompanying  this  species  of  inflam- 
mation, (in  which  species,  however,  he  sriys  the  inflatn- 
anatton  is  not  at  all  ])tTcrptible)  from  the  alteration  df  -the 
medfoni  thi^u^  which  the  rays  of  light  pass.    He  fn- 
stances  a  case  of  an  acquaintance  of  his.  Who  fell  asleep 
on  tbe  Irook  of  Gibraltar^  with  his  eyes  ivide  open^  Who 
recovered,  notwithstanding,  without  the  aid  of  a  surgeon. 
The  Boctor laments  that  this  person  had  not  put  himself 
Qnder  his  care,  that  he  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
assisting  nature,       freqiienft  applications  of  asttittgent  lo- 
frofis,  and  by  tapping  the  n^ueoms  hwneur^  and  reducing 
its  expanded  b.ik  to  the  stattdard  quantity,  sufficient  to 
4^Uect  the  rays  of  light  into  a  focus  on  the  retina*  Qe- 
ing  no  doubt  a  skilful  operator,  he  entertains  no  appfc- 
hension  of  suffering  more  to  escape  than  might  be  necSes- 
sary;  hot  It  does  not  seem  to  occpr  to  him.  that  when,  by 
the  use  of  bis  styptic  lo/vions,  the  tunics,  wit^  their  contents, 
were  reduced  to  theix  natund  bulk  sc&d  capacity,  the  por* 
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tton  he  had  drawn  off  would  he  wanting  to  direct  Ae  coi« 

densed  rays  to  tlieir  usual  focus. 

This  artcction  of  the  cye;^,  or,  accordint:  to  Dr.  Whyte's 
dt^fin itioM,  lliis  imperceptible"  kind  oi  iiiflammatiun,  i> 
nothing  uiorc  than  what  every  body  experiences,  in  a  lesser 
degree,  in  coining  from  a  very  light  room  into  a  dark  apart- 
ment. The  organ  o["  vision,  acciisiomed  to  the  continued 
^lare  of  tlie  snn  dnring  tiic  day,  is  not  acted  upon  by  the 
faint  liglu  of  the  night,  and  requires  no  other  treatment 
than  thai  the  patient  remain  in  a  darkened  apartment  ior 
a  coiipie  of  days,  when  the  functions  of  the  eye  are  per- 
fectly restored.    Soldiers  an(!  sailors,  who  arr   inucli  ex- 

.  posed  during  the  day,  are  very  suljject  to  tins  ine<Miv?ni- 
rnr-e,  on  th«  ir  first  arrival  in  a  hot  climate;  hut  i  liave  never 
heard  it  complained  of  by  troops,  who  had  been  resident 
there  for  any  length  of  time;  nor  are  the  negroes  at  all 
•object  to  it,  though  tiiey  are  exposed  witii  their  heads  ua* 
cpvered  all  day  long  at  their  field  lAjbour. 

The  next  spec ies  the  Doctor  takes  notice  of  is,  "  when 
th^  vesseb  of  th^  tunica  albuginea  have  alpoe  suiier€4»" 
means  no  doubt  a  real  inflammation  of.  the  .external  tunici 
of  the  eye.  ,IIe  places  t^is  chief  dependance  on  BSUingeot 
lotions  apd'stjptic  tinctures*  applied  with  abair  pencil  to  the 
e^esi  and,  according  to  circumstances^  leeching,  opening  the 
,\eins,  arteries^  &c«  which,  no  doubt,  the  use  of  n.b  astrio- 

'  genU  ai^d  styptics  would,  in  most  cases  of  active  inflaxn- 
nation^  produce  a  necessity  for*  He  does  not  here  ap* 
prove  of  scarification;  but  in  the  next  paee  he  is  so  mach 
an  advocate  for 'it,  that  he  cohdeinns  ^tne  French  phy^ 
aicians  for  not  adopting  it,  and  presomes  to  suppose 
that  they  know  nothing  «|t  all  about  ocular  inflammation. 
He  takes  occ^asion  in  tliis  place  to  suppose,  that  could  his 
tonics  arid  astringents  be  applied  to  internal  inflammatioas* 
a  universal  panacea  miglu  be  discovered  !  Now  I  do  not 
see  Vhat  might  prevent  the  doctor  from  confirming  tliisio- 
genious  theory,  by  injecting  into  an  inflamed  bladdcrso©C 
•  corrosive  snhrimnte,  dis-olved  hi  ardci.t  si)irit,  oranvof  his 
stimulating  iiiuJiHis.  Or,  in  case  oi  gastritis  or  entcritlf 
occurring  in  the  course  of  liis  piaellce,  he  might  lirench 
his  paiii  nt>  With  similar  draimhls.  I  do  w  ^  I'V  any  means 
agree  with  the  J>oetor,  that  tiiose  !uflamm;iiions  are  prodiict'd 
by  heat  and  light  alone  for  in  the  hottest  situation^,  where 
the  temperature  of  tht-  ilav  and  uiglil  is  uniform,  ni'  ^  iire 
not  found  to  be  frf^cpient;  Init  prevail  chiefly  in  places  inui 
exprrienee  a  considerable  dilTerencein  this  particular.  That 
t  iii  ii  the  case  on  b9af d  ships  lying  in  harb^ur^i  in  tropical 
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climalcs,  is  well  Icnown  ;  »in(l  lam  told  that  the  climate  of 
^Egypt  retruirked  for  the  dilference  of  temiieiatiire  bet^vecA 
the  diiys  and  nights.  The  rellectioii  of  heat  aud  light  from 
whitened  squares  and  streets,  or  from  light  sandj  beaches, 
is  no  doubt  a  consitkMahle  cause  of  ocnlar  inflanimatioii, 
Mv  personal,  as  well  as  general  practical  experience,  leafls 
tjie  rnnrelv  to  difTer  froin  the  Duclur,  and  sub.>tit!ite  niihl, 
coolin[;,  subacid  ap[)lK';ilion<,  <neh  as  the  pulp  of  fruits,  or  s 
scraped  potatoc,  to  his  tonics  and  stimulants,  (hirini^  the 
inllammatory  stage;  wl)en  that  is  passed,  a  mild  astringent 
wnsh^  much  diluted^  may  perhaps  be  u>ed  wiih  advantage; 
1  have  fouud  cold  water  most  beneHcial.  The  e^'es  must 
:beJ)rolecied  from  ^he  breeze,  as  well  as  from  iiiteose  beat 
aoa  lighti  fot  a  coQ9iderable  time  after  the  cure. 

I  sm,  &c. 

Tuliamore,  Ireland,  Aug.  18,  1801.  PETER  HAWKEll. 

,  p.  S.  In  your  nnmbf^r  for  May,  1802,  I  find  some  cases 
of  a  disease  by  Mr.  Chevalier^  which  he  denominates  ca- 
tarrhus  suHbcativns,  or  coryza  tracheal  is.  In  relating  the 
history  of  those  cases,  it  is  singular  that  he  does  not  take 

the  smallest  notice  of  the  state  of  the  trachea  until  after 
death,  though  he  dwells  on  the  statue  of  the  head  and  thoraxt 
particularly  as  he  found  in  each  case,  after  dissection,  that 
the  trachea  had  been  inflamed^  and  had  indeed  been  the 
sole  seat  of  the  disease.  A  case  of  this  kind  occurred  to 
me  about  four  years  since.  An  old  gent^man,  whose  con* 
atitotion  was'  much  debilitated,  from  a  life  spent  in  every 
kind  of  excess,  complained  to  me  one  morning  of  a  sore 
throat,  attended  with  conjsjderable  pain.  On  Examination, 
i  found  the  gland  sand  fauces,  somewhat  infiamed  ;  I  pre- 
.^riber)  some  opening  medicinje,  and  the  steam  of  hot  water 
and  .vinegar  fo  be  inhaled  .twice,  or  thrice  in  the  day.  About 
two  o'clock  the  next  morning  I  vva^  sent  <br,  and  found 
Jilm  sittfng  u\)  in  his  bed,  unable  to  lie  down  from  pain 
;and  diiliculty  of  breathing,  and  looking  exceedingly  wild 
and  alarmed.  He  was  i;nable  to  speak,  and  his  re.^piraiiun 
was  so  sonorous  tha'  t  uiight  be  heard  at  the  hall  jloor, 
I  uitlered  some  blofxl  fo  he  taken  iVom  him,  ami  a  blister 
lo  be  ap[)lier!  t^)bis  ll.iual;  but  it  was  to(j  l<»ie,  he  died  in  half 
an  hour.  Had  I  seen  this  ucntlenian  in  th(!  evening,  and  di,- 
Ccivered  the  aftVetinn  of  his  trachf^a,  whieh  was  so  obvious 
tlie  npxt  morning,     bliiier  would  io  all  probability  have  * 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  aiid  Physical  Journal. 
 Gentlemen, 

^X^HB  wel14niowfi  mihrn,  tiM  ^pfefeaiioa  of  Amtm 

is  better  than  cure^"  canmit  be  more  forcibly  iHiiiinle^ 
than  in  the  melandboly,  horribk  BJp^emon,  which  it  the 
object  of  concern  in  the  present  paper.  ' 

Hlie  great  importance  of  the  subject  of  glandalsr  ob- 
struction and  consequent  disease,  will  ensure  Wft  the  at- 
tention ot*  every  ehinirgical  artist,  particulefly  at  thU  pt- 
Tiutl,  ^vheu  the  laudable  spirit  of  scnttjiniziug  enquiry  a>4 
ardent  research  so  perscveringly  exerts  it*  never-ceasi^f; 
ertorts  for  the  public  good.  The  very  name  of  cancer  car- 
ries along  with  it  the  iiliimatum  oi  misery;  nor  does  the 
dread  it  always  inspires,  idil  to  contribute  hirgcl  v  aiidra- 
\)\d\v  to  Its  production;  accelerates  its  increase  aud  niorial 
termiiKition.  To  lessen  this  dread,  to  calm  the  aijoTiv  ot 
antiei paled  .sulTering,  and  to  afford  a  reasonable  hope  ^aai 
Such  evils  may  frequently  be  altogether  prevented,  are  ob- 
jects of  interesting  magnitude. 

The  conduct  ot  young  men  attending  public  hospitals, 
and  surgical  lectures,  confirms  the  opinion  that,  unhappi- 
1}',  it  has  too  often  been  deemed  more  honourable  to  the 
surgeon  to  perform  some  of  the  greater  operations  ot  hi^ 
art  with  a  certain  dexterity  and  dispatch,  and  thereby  re- 
move some  loathsome  and  extensive  disease,  than  to  pos- 
i«ess  abilities  capable  of  superseding  the  necessity  of  so 
frequently  operating  at  all,  and  by  tbe  aid  of  medical  soT- 
gery  preventing  aliogetln  r  thf*  pro<j:ressive  aflvances  of 
diseases  to  that  point,  whieh  renders  an  o[>eration  the  utti- 
cuni  n medium;  hut  in  my  humble  opinion,  there  can  b*» 
no  just  coiuparison  made  between  the  two  ])ra(*titioners 
who  lake  these  opposite  routs,  to  acquire  laudable  fame 
and  honorable  repute.  The  man  who  is  capable,  from  his 
acquaintance  with  the  resources  of  Nature,  from  his  sa- 
gacity and  patient  attention,  to  save  the  carious  leg  of  a 
fellow-creature  from  amputation,  and  cure  it,  most  cer- 
tainly ought  to  rank  higher  in  the  scale  of  merit,  than  he 
%rhose  acme  of  ability  consists  in  a  (juick  and  dextfooi 
mode  of  depriving  the  sufferer  of  his  diseased  limb. 

Much  has  been  written,  and  much  said  on  this  great 
siHyject,  by  able  persons;  still  it  is  certain,  that  operations 
«re  yet  oitener  boldiy  and  needlessly  performed,  than  ti- 
midly and  injurioiuly  amded*    From  which  of  these 
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sources  mankind  have  endured  most  mischief,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  decide;  it  is  sufficient  tor  my  present  purpose 
to  observe^  that  it  appears  to  have  become  quite  tashioa'* 
able,  immediately  to  remove  every  indurated  gland  irom 
every  part  of  the  body  ,  almost  wherever  situated^  great  or 
small^  easy  or  ^alnful^  of  long  or  short  duration^  in  every  , 
period  of  life,  in  all  constitutions ;  in  short,  under  all  or 
irhatever  circumstances.  No  sooner  does  an  unfortunate 
ibmale  (particularly)  perceive  that  she  Ui\^  a  lump,  as  it  is 
called,  in  her  breast,  or  elsewhere,  which  was  never  be* 
fore  recognised,  than  instantaneously  the  trumpet  of  a* 
larm  is  sounded;  terror  follows  close,  and  too  often  brings 
ID  its  train  that  positive  evil,  which,  but  for  sudden  and 
often  unfounded  suspicion,  might  have  never  happened, 
pr  at  least  with  ease  have  been  avoided.  I  am  not  clearly  s 
convinced  but  that  sometimes  the  conduct  of  sorgcons 
(especially  those  who,  on  ail  occasions,  manifest  a  strong 
preiiilection  for  the  knife)  has  ^eatly  contributed  to  pro* 
duce  this  mischievous  state  ot  matters,  by  hastily  pro* 
nouncing  almost  every  enlarged  or  hardened  uland  as 
likely  one  day  or  other  to  [)roduee  cancer  j  and  tliat  auch. 
gland  cannot  too  speedily  be  removed. 

Now,  in  order  fully  to  justify  this  prognosis,  and  such  a 
pi  ode  of  doing  business,  it  appears  to  me  ixecessary  that 
such  practitioners  should,  in  ilie  lirst  place,  always  be  able 
to  say  exactly  what  swelling  of  this  description  is  scirr- 
hous, and  may  nltiniately  become  cancerous.  Secondly, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  his  own  feelings,  and  the  welfare  of 
his  patient,  to  afford  indubitable  evidences  that  his  opinion 
is  founded  in  truth.  Unless  these  rules  can  alway9  be  lul- 
fillec!^  it  has  long  seemed  to  roe  unjustitiabie  practice  to  be 
so  hasty  in  removing  parts  which  niiirht  either  never  i»e 
mischievous,  or  be  nstored  to  healthy  action  by  gentle 
ineans;  many  instances  have  occurred  to  me,  and  doubtless 
^ereater  number  to  many  of  my  brethren,  where  surgeons 
fa  considerable  ability  have  pronounced,  that  nothing  but 
entting  out  a  tumour  could  prevent  a  cancer,  when  such 
tttmour  has  afterwards  disappeared  either  from  no  medical 
pr  surgical  treatment  whatever,  from  the  Incantations  of 
$ome  mani1>)in£^  old  ^ybil^  or  the  nostrut^is  of  some  pom- 
M  us  empific.  Whenever  this  happens^  the  result  does  not 
ield  a  very  grateful  feeling  to  the  professional  man.  Some  « 
rears  afo  i  removed  several  enlarged  glands  from  different 
parts  of  the  body,  for  persons  whose  mindfi  had  become  so 
terribly  irritated,  that  nothing  short  of  instant  extirpation 
^ould  a|[>pei|8e  t^eir  fears«  I  am  now  iirell  assured  that  most 


Digitized  by  Goo 


A  \  Z  Mr.  Hill,  on  Cancer^ 

of  these  onglit  never  to  have  been  removed  at  all*  that  if 
to  say,  l)y  the  scalpel.  Of  late  years  rnanj  cases  havelaeea 
of  a  similar  complexion^  that  have  undergone  condemoa- 
tion,  relieved  and  cured  by  a  steady  perseverance  in  the 
use  of  appropriate  means^when  the  mind  could  be  brought 
to  rely  on  such  means  with  that  confidence  which  to 
'powerfully  tends  to  promote  the  saTutury  object  in  view. 
But  after  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  side  the  question^ 
let  it  not  be  imagined  for  an  instant,  that  I  mean  to  assm 
any  thinq  which  shall  in  the  remotest  degree  tend  to  in- 
duce a  false  security  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  so 
unfortunate  as  to  labour  under  a  seirrhosity  in  any  part  of 
the  body,  or  prevent  the  timely  use  of  the  knife  when  it  is 
absolutely  necessary;  still  I  contend,  that  the  longer  persom 
thus  affected  are  k^pt  ignorant  of  the  true  nature  of  their 
disease^  (and  it  is  equally  the  case  with  regard  to  many 
other  affections)  the  greater  is  the  chance  of  affording 
them  solid  assistance  hy  suitable  means. 

Can  it,  I  would  ask,  he  supposed  for  a  moment,  tliat 
one  of  the  tumours  which  are  said  to  be  removed  without 
cutting,  by  the  numerous  jM  Clrndcii  which  infest  our  coun-r 
try,  was  really  a  sciri  lious  gland  or  congeries  ot  glunds,  aad 
which  would  one  day  form  legitunatL'  cancer?  On  ihe 
coiiirary,  we  may  truly  af!inn,thHi  tlieir  subsidence 
incontrovertible  prool"  of  ilu  ir  not  being  .scirrhous,  an-i  of 
cour^e  tliat  tbey  never  would  have  been  cancerous  ;  it  lu.lews 
then,  tli.it  more  attention  ought  to  be  given  to  deei«le  the 
great  questioii,  uliat  cnlarired  gland  is  rediicibie  to  iiealili 
again,  and  what  i«  not.  I  do  not  hesitate  lo  aver,  that  it  is 
not  every  one  wbieb  is  very  iiard,  considerably  cnlartitd, 
somewhat  knottv,  or  unequally  surtaced,  and  even  ot  some 
rf>nsideral>le  staiidiiiu,  which  ought,  n*»n  n^^  volens,  to  be  ci  t 
out,  unless  ot l.cr  circunjstaucea  corres|>ond  to  d(  irrir.in*', 
and  clearly  ju^iity  sucii  a  modus  curandi.  But  we  n«'<  H  i,oi 
approach  so  ne.ir  the  precipice  ofdani^er;  aliimsi  ty 
man  ccmversant  in  practice,  is  able  to  ^,sll^lV  bini^eir  it  lie 
fdjooses,  tbiit  numbers  of  bard,  indtdcni,  easy,  unarfaeiud, 
gbjtnluhir  tumours,  hastily  drsimu  d  tor  removal  bv  ibe 
kuilc  ur  caustic,  may  by  other  means  he  i^entlv  and  safely 
dispersed,  and  diseased  action  hnaliy  rcMuoved.  fn  short, 
means  may  be  u«?cd  to  cause  the  system  effectunlly  lo  da 
that  in  an  early,  fpjiet,  eas}'  stair(>  of  ihc  obNTructiou,  wIhiIi 
it  in  vain  ntt^nnpi^  to  bring  alxuit  when  the  tumour  i^ 
couie  farther  advanced,  uueasy,  or,  perhaps^  in  the  £rat 
sta<^e  of  iunamuialion. 
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I  nm  not  imawme  *of  the  diffeTence  of  opinion  existing 
bciwi'cn  deservedly  (jreat  men  on  this  subject,  and  |>eiliap^> 
the  scalr  iD  iy  turn  against  me  in  the  present  state  ul  prac- 
tice; hut,  on  liu"  utht^r  luuul,  it  would  savour  of  the  worst 
species  ui  ivtry  tV»r  any  man,  huiiDured  by  a  share  of 
public  cij.iiiii<  lu  e  in  the  medical  profession,  to  hesitate  a 
moiunit  in  avowing  a  ditVemice  of  opinion  iVoai  those 
fanetioncd  by  the  greatest  of  names,  where  tAulb  will  bear 
bint  out. 

VVe  have  no  certain,  indisputable,  decided  mode  of  judg"- 
hi^  wliat  is  always  absolute  scirrhus,  iiTcsolvable  by  auy 
known  tneans  ;  but  we  take  it  for  granted  that  all  enlarged, 
hard  ;_^lands  that  an-  resolved  were  not  ])rimarily  scirrbons, 
or  ever  would  be  ultimately  cancerous;  perha])S  tbis  con- 
clusion has  been  *JOfnewhai  too  hastily  formed  ;  the  powers 
of  medicine  over  tlie  worst  diseases,  in  their  infancy,  are 
Yery  great,  which  in  a  more  advanced  stage  would  be  little 
or  even  none  at  all.  A  catalogue  of  chronic  distempers 
might  readily  be  fuund  to  prove  this,  where  the  first  links 
in  the  now  short  chain  n»ight  by  judicious  treatment  have 
been  straitened,  and  health  re-established,  which,  where 
their  number,  strength  and  tortuosity  is  increased,  are  only 
hastened  oowards  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  opprobria:  me* 
dicinie. 

It  1ms  been  urged  with  much  apparent  force  of  reason* 
ing,  that  it  U  belter  twenty,  forty,  or  indeed  any  number 
of  hard  tumefied  glandi^  should  be  removed,  than  one  re- 
main, which  would  sometime  become  open  cancer.  This 
argument  demands  examination.  Is  the  person  who  has 
indergone  an  operation  of  this  kind  wholly  freed  thefcby 
from  all  future  a[»prehensionsf  ?  Do  they  not  often  argue, 
and  that  not  irrationally,  that  what  has  once  hapj»cMicd 
in  this  particular  respect  may  happen  again  f  Is^  liie  , 
perpetual  dread  of  apprehension  much  le^s  prcvaU m  in 
the  mind,  tbat  some  other  glandular  part  may  becume 
affected,  and  require  an  upeuiiion,  iliau  that  the  first 
•welling  may  uhimately  tiud  no  other  means  of  relief  lhau 
the  knife? 

The  constant  anxiety  in  the  one  situation  caiiiiot  be  less 
niisfhievouH  tliao  in  llie  other,  netting  aside  the  high  jjro- 
biibiiity,  ihat  out  of  the^e  twenty,  forty,  or  any  indefinite 
number  of  ca^es,  two  tbirds  may  not  be  of  the  nature  of 
tboAcwbtch,  if  left  alone  f  y  tlie  scalpel,  will  never  fail  to 
hccouie  finally  cancerous;  ou'j^bt  not  everv  i^erson  rftiicled 
^'•tli  glandular  obstructions,  i*^  whatever  nature,  to  be  at 
^^ir  lim  discovery  cucouraged  to  hope,  they  may  be  dis- 


Digitized  by  Go  ^v,i'. 


414  Mr.  HUl,  on  Cmnur, 

persed  by  timely  and  steady  recourse  to  powerful^  geaeWi 
and  local  remedies  ?  Should  success  follow,  will  any  maa 
teriouriy  tell  me  that  the  mental  feelings  of  tbe  patieol 
will  not  be  in  a  far  happier  (of  consequeQce  healthier^ 
state  than  after  endurance  of  a  painful  and  dreaded 
operation  f 

It  will  certainly  be  a  more  8atis£actory  iaiue  of  the  bm* 
ses9^  that  the  affection  was  removed  by  the  action  of  geoe^ 
ral  and  local  remedies  on  the  system,  than  by  the  partial 
action  of  the  knifed  existing  afterwards  io  constant  rear  of 
aorae  other  partreqoiring  a  like  treatment;  infinitely  supe- 
rior to  this  is  the  consideration,  that  if  removed  by  the  pro* 
posed  mean«,  we  may  safely  assure  the  afHicted  they  bsfd 
not  had  a  seirrhus  at  all.  Contrast  this  truth  with  the  effect 
of  instantn neons,  unhositatin;^  icmoval  of  cvlm  v  glandular 
enlargtment  that  comes  liiider  the  cognizance  of  modem 
])i  actice,  uiuU  r  the  idea  that,  if  left  unrcDiovcd,  it  may 
boiiie  day  conduct  the  owner  to  an  uuuuicly  sepulchre. 
Or,  suppose  this  sentence,  winch  1  fear  is  too  common,  to 
be  parsed  on  some  helpless  victiai  of  terror  by  a  piiicuu- 
oner  of  celebrity;  and  fear  operating  too  powerfully  ta 
permit  his  advice  to  he  taken,  such  a  person  applies  to 
some  cmpincal  professed  cancer ^urer,  at  a  distance  front 
home  ;  a  combination  of  causes  produce  the  efiect  of  reso- 
Jution  on  the  swelling;  they  return  without  it.  Is  not  the 
credit  of  the  art  concerned  in  tliis  rc??nhj  wliu  li  has  often 
happened,  and  indeed  does  happen  almost  daily,  from  rasli 
unjustifiable  haste  in  ascertaining  the  just  nature  of  the 
ailment,  the  constitution^  habits,  8cc.  of  the  patient?  How 
such  an  event  accords  with  the  feelings  of  the  medic^ir 
artist,  it  is  needless  to  discuss. 

How  often  does  latent  venereal  taint  produce  ^andular 
obstructions  amongst  its  multitarious  Protseaa  shapes?  Do 
not  temperate  suri^eons  pause  in  their  examinations  of 
doubtful  cases,  before  they  recommend  the  extirpation^ 
Generally  1  hope  they  do.  That  they  do  not  always,  I  an 
well  convinced  from  having  seen  foul  obstinate  uloers  MC* 
ceed  the  removal  of  tumors  which  have  been  cured  by  tbe 
appropriate  remedy,  after  resisting  all  tbe  other  means  very 
considerable  abititjr  could  suggest.  Could  this  have  bap- 

gened  had  medicine  been  preferred  to  the  knife  ?  Hai 
asty  judgment  never  removed  a  chronic  abscess  for  a 
scirrhous  tumour  I  Or^  has  lurking  scropbula  never  led  la 
error  and  disappointment  ^ 

In  shorty  it  is  not  saying  too  much  to  aver  our  scanty* 
l&eaos  of  ac(^uiring  tliu  true  dcfiuit^  criteriit  ul*  legitimaio 

scirrhuii 
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scirrbua;  how  necessary  then  is  it  to-be  always  guarded  iu 
deciding  on  so  important  a  matter,  «c(  lug  ihc  most  saga- 
cious have  been  deceived.  To  discrimiaatc^  it  is  right  to 
pause,  and  consider  the  business  in  everjr  possible  view^  aud 
ttll  its  bearings,  before  we  decide. 

I  am  aware  lliat  dwelling  on  these  observations  is  only 
leiteradng  truths^  which  are  daily  enforced  in  our  medical 
tchools;  yelp,  aa  tbey  have  seemed  of  late  to  be  tbrowa. 
somewhat  into  i\k^  back  gronnd,  it  is  clear  no  apology  is 
nccessarj^*  Some  who  may  perchance  read  these  s^nti^' 
ment%  prepossessed  with  opinions  diametrically  opposite^ 
boldly  adhering  to  the  maxim,  that  it  is  better  practice  to 
remove  twepty  doubtful  swellings  than  one  malignant  one 
should  escape to  all  such  let  it  be  observed^  that  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  save  all  who  consult  them  as  moch 
anxiety  of  mind  and  pain  of  body  as  they  can»  and  that 
whilst  they  steer  clear  of  Scylla,  to  beware  they  do  not  fall 
into  Charybdis,  The  cutting  out  an  inoffensive  swelled 
^land  (coEU|)arative]y  speaking)  must  always  be  an  opera- 
non  of  considerable  importance  to  the  sunerer^  whatever 
may  be  Its  situation,  or  the  degree  of  pain  inflicted,  inas- 
much as  it  involves  in  it  great  previous  anxiety,  and,  most 
certain,  future  doubts  of  its  proving  a  cumplelc  prevent- 
ive of  ilie  return  of  similar  afieeLioii.  1  presume  uu  niaii 
will  take  upua  him  confUienlly  ta  assure  a  patient  that  llie 
Icikiii^  from  him  one  enlarged  iniluraied  gland,  will  secure 
him  trom  ever  having  another;  vvberea>,  if  this  induration 
suid  swelling  can  be  rnuuved  by  genera!  and  local  |>ovvtr!3, 
the  mind  becouiea  .it  uiiee  disembarrassed  of  (  very  idea  of 
cancer,  near  or  remote  ;  the  disease  was  not  scirrhus,  it 
never  eould  be  cancer,  ft  will  doubtless  be  observed,  that 
this  proposal  embraces  a  serious  los^  of  time  to  the  patient, 
and  a  ti'ifling  with  hi^  health  and  fei  ln\;4s,  if  at  la^t  re- 
course must  t;e  had  to  the  kuife.  I  acknowledge  this  would 
be  an  invincible  arguuient  agiiinst  internal  medicines, 
local  remedies,  and  dchiy,  were  it  not  more  specious  than 
true;  it,  is  well  known  from  every  days  practice,  thstt 
tumours  may  remain  (in  the  breast  for  example)  through 
the  major  part  of  a  loog  life,  without  pain  or  disturbance; 
not  that  1  wisii  to  be  understood  as  an  advocate  i^or  the 
practice  of  letting^  such  tumours  alone,  because  X  am  well. 
conviDced,  that  long  residence  in  the  state  before  mention- 
ed«.  is  one  principal  cause  of  their,  ultimate  mischief  and 
danger^  the  sooner  it  is  known  what  is  tlicir  real  nature  the 
better.  To  .acquire  this  knowledge,,  it  u  by  no  means 
negessarji;  they  should  be  rcinovcid^  bjee^ose  the  operations 
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ot  nature  are  commonly  regular  and  consistent,  and  tbc^ 
fore  no  qiiiescciu  tumour  ever  does  so  suddenly  become 
canceroiisly  painful,  and  assume  tbe  decided  unequivocal 
form  of  occult  cancer  without  suflicient  warning;  ifaat 
there  is  a  principle  of  repugnant  hesitation  in  the  humail 
system  against  admitting  and  propagating  morbid  poiwMi 
or  diseased  actioa,  is  very  manifest,  and  l)as  been  treated 
of  by  men  of  eminence ;  it  follows^  therefore,  from  very 
fair  premises,  that  upon  any  tumour  manifesting  indubita- 
ble proofs  of  its  irresolublo  texture,  or  creating  that  kiod 
of  uneasiness  which  is  well  known  as  the  forerunner  of 
greater  evil,  it  is,  to  use  an  homely  phrase,  alt  in  good 
time  to  remove  it.  But  it  may  well  be  asked,  does  it  not 
happen  that  this  point  of  time  proves,  on  some  occasions, 
too  late,  cancerous  diathesis  has  taken  possession  of  ttie 
system,  and,  although  yon  have  removed  the  focus  of  mi^ 
chief,  its  radii  have  made  sure  of  tbe  destruction  of  the 
miserable  wretch  who  has  trusted  his  life  in  your  unskilful 
htods?  Such  an  event  is  itiost  certainly  and  seen  rely  pre* 
vented  by  not  waiting  for  its  commencement ;  fur  if  in- 
flammation, the  necessary  precursor  of  absorption,  has  not 
commenced,  (and  without  pain  of  a  peculiar  well  marked 
and  well  understood  kind,  it  cannot  commence)  there  caa 
be  no  doubt  but  the  operation  will  succeed  as  well  now 
as  it  ever  would. 

I  repeat,  theuj^  here  is  a  tumour  of  some  consideraMe 
standing  in  the  breast,  originating  with  or  without  assigna- 
ble cause ;  I  endeavour  to  explore  the  causes,  and  baviog 
a  tolerable  good  constitution  to  deal  with,  1  commence  « 
certain  mode  of  removing  this  tumour,  which,  in  all  appa- 
rently similar  cases,  has  been  successful ;  but  here»  atter 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  has  elapsed,  no  advances 
towards  resolution  are  perceived :  I  am  now  justified  in 
removing  it  by  the  knife ;  having  done  my  duty  in  attempt- 
ing to  cure  that  without  a  painful  operation,  which  can 
now  be  as  safely  and  securely  removed  by  its  performanee 
as  though  no  such  attempt  had  b^n  mad^.  Sliould  soccea 
follow  in  only  an  equal  number  of  cases,  I  conceive  it  will 
be  readily  allowed  that  benefit  has  been  derived  from 
delay,  and  the  adoption  of  general  and  local  remedi^ 
I  trust  it  will  be  remembered  through  the  whole  of  this 
attempted  reasoning,  that  the  cure  of  cancer,  without 
cuttiiiLi,  is  not  the  great  desiLcn  of  the  business ;  botthat 
it  is  merely  an  endeavour  lu  prevent  ilie  rash  removal  by 
the  knife  of  a  great  number  of  tmnours  from  various  partt 
of  the  body,  under  the  idea  ihiit  ilicy  will  assuredly  som^ 
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iwe  become  tancerous,  and  5vbich  are  bj  many  surgeons 
HO  sooner  seen  tHati  coiideBined,  sufficient  pRins  oot  beiny 
always  taken  to  adcertain  their  true  nature ;  the  person 
nfflicted  is  itnmediateiy  aliumed,  and  if  they  do  not  speedi- 
Jy  yield  coosent  to  an  operation^  whidi  liisy  be  ndtieees^ 
Mry^tbeir  mfeery  is  certain,  and  in  exac  t  proportion  to  th6 
omoSon  entertained  of  the  abilities  of  thetr  surgeon.  On 
Ine  other  band^  if  fbey  do  consent,  the  operation  itself^ 
lite  foles  enjoined  for  ftinnp  regimen,  und  mode  of  life, 
ftttd  the  dread  of  sooner  or  later  hiiiring  to  endvre  the  same 
leen^  form  a  cfombination  of  circnmstances  snfficiently 
calculated  to  embitter  ftittire  existence,  and  all  this  in  % 
ttSjorjty  of  easel  on  no  just  foundation.  Is  such  a  situa* 
lion  to  oe  eompaied  whh  that  of  a  sufferer  under  a  hard 
jjlandalar  tumour,  baTing  it  gradually  removed,  ^.nd  healthy 
action  restored  therein  ?  Such  a  result  is  not  confined  in 
its  benetlcial  clTcets  to  success  in  the  fir^'t  instance,  but 
extends  to  a  well  eiou tided  confidence  that  the  baine 
means  will  always  pruduce  like  e fleets  in  any  similar 
situation.  Are  surgeons  always  justified  in  removing  every 
swelled  ghmd?  Is  it  perfectiy  clear  that  such  gland 
ean  be  spared,  without  uijin  y  to  the  constitution,  without 
laying  the  foundation  of  more  mischief  than  its  removal 
is  intended  to  prevent;  and  although  no  immediate  evil 
cousequeaces  may  seem  to  arise  to  the  system  from  tht^ 
Joss  of  so  important  apart,  yet,  will  any  ont'  n->!ire  hifnself 
that  the  econon^y  of  nature  is  not  thus  primarily  much 


ence  from  such  a  deprivation  ?  On  the  whole,  I  infer  Uien, 
th^  it  i9  more  bfoeficial  to  sufferers  in  this  way^  that  aU 
giaii4vlar  si^relUngs,  wber^  ap)>iicaitioii  for  advipe  is  Mlopty 
m  sufficiently  iNwly*  be  considered  as  having  an  hig;hly 
pvobable  cfaaoce  of  i^noval  withpot  manual  operation, 
the  very  hope  of  snch  ap  eyent  being  caloalated  to  pro« 
diice  its  raltficatinn ;  bii^  if  ^fais  desirably  r£sult  do  not 
follov,  smplberj  Ituie  less  sdvaniigeous,  wili»  viZi*  if  will 
tiien  be  known  to  %  c$*rtnintVj  whether  the  disease  be 
scirrbus  or  not.  It  nay  be  sypbiiilic^  8^ri>pbniouSj»  phronto 
abscesip  or  aimp)0  ojbstmction  fropi  some  now-^rgottea 
bruise  oj  pressure*  This  kn^wfedgo  an^  acauire.d^  i«  every 
^ing;  could  it  be  earlier  acqyir^t  it  would  b^  still  more 
yaluable;  but  this  be^ng  so  ofjen  iu^raclicable,  humanity 
enjoias  the  insjkitulion  af  tbe  experimettt  y  nor  can  it  with 
troth  and  justice  be  said,  that  ^h.e  adoption  of  this  plan 
will  provje  ^.  serious  w^ste  of  time,  a  tedious  procrastina- 
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for,  bhoulil  it  fail  in  one  point,  iu  biicces:^  is  sure  and  do- 
terniinatt  n\  auothcr,  botli  surgeon  aiui  patient  wjll  hv  m 
li>ngur  suangcib  to  the  uature  of  the  affection  the  one  has 
to  ooinbat,  and  the  other  endure  ;  nor  will  injury  to  the 
system  be  sustained,  not  one  valuable  moment  having  been 
lost.  As  to  all  the  good  that  the  knife  can  be  expected  to 
produce,  we  have  as  much  now  in  our  power  as  ever  we 
had,  with  a  crreat  increase  of  satisfaction  in  the  u^^e  of 
the  instruuu  nt,  nrisinp^  from  consciousness  of  having 
done  all  that  human  ability  at  pre  sent  afl'ords,  to  prevent 
this  dernier  resort,  which  is  certainly  the  greatest  giorjy 
on  ail  occasious,  a  good  surgeon  can  ac(^uire. 

To  conclude,  it  ought  to  be  the  first  wish  of  every  prac- 
titioner, that  tlie  disease  be  always  diily  and  clearly  cha- 
racterized, before  a  word  be  mentioned  of  an  opeiatioo. 
Let  it  be  a  standing  established  rule,  tliat  every  surgeoa  be 
enabled  to  say,  tliis  tumour  is  scirrhous,  and  may  neoome 
cancerous;  it  must  be  removed.  Were  this  the  law  of  con- 
duct, the  standing  practical  rule,  I  am  well  convinced  that 
numbers  which  now  afe>  and  in  future  may  be^  condemocd 
to  the  scalpel,  will  never  be  attempted  to  be  removed 
thereby  at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  all  which  ought  to  be 
operated  upon,  would,  iu  good  time,  undergo  the  now 
necessary  cure.  I  am,  &c.  ,  ' 

Chester,  Scjji.  -i,  liio-k.  GEO.  N.  HILL 


P.  S.  1  think  the  found atron  of  cancerous  mamma  has 
often  been  laid  at  tlie  period  of  weaning  infantSb  The  ob- 
struction consequent  on  this  s-iiufition  is  not  removed  with 
that  scrupulous  attention  which  it  ought;  the  m\e  should 
be,  lliat  of  never  remitting  the  application  of  suitable 
means  of  resolution,  until  the  breast  resumes  the  situstioii 
it  wns  in  previous  to  its  distention  with  milk.  Some  modiers 
always  dry  np  one  breast,  either  from  a  sunk  or  a  flat  nip- 
ple, or  one  prone  to  excoriate^  This  conduct  has  led  to 
the  [iTodnetton  of  cancer  on  the  ceasing  to  bear  ehiMreD, 
•r<atthe  departure  of  the  catamenia;  to  which  I  am  cer- 
tain of  being  right  when  I  add,  this  horrible  disease  bss^ 
often  resulted  from  ^males  refusing  to  perform  the  most 
ondearing  and  natural  office  peculiar  to  their  sex*  How 
much  then  is  it  the  duty  of  the  humane  and  attentire 
jmctitioner,  never  to  omit  an  opportunity  of  using  every 
mott  to  prevent  what  he  is  so  otteii  doomed  to  regret  M 
miuoot  cure! 

L  ' 
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Vis  conaiti  cxpera  mole  ruit  waj' 

The  rapid  progress  which  science  h&s  iziade  ivithiri  ihe 
few  past  ^ears  lias,  exceeded  calculation ;  a  disposition  to 
the  acQuisiiion  of  knowledge  has  pervaded  every  class  and 
all  ranks  of  society.  Every  one,  in  the  preseiit  itiy,  whb  is 
not  entirely  devoted  to  sensual  gratification,  or  totally 
destitute  of  what  alone  gives  dignity  to  the  humati  chal'ac- 
ter,  and  marks  the  superiority  of  man;  every  dne  i^ 
stimulated  hy  the  ardour  of  enquiry,  and  impelled  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  intellectufd  powers*  Philosophy  is  no 
longer  concealed  by  the  walls  of  a  college^  or  Its  advan- 
tages and  pleasures  enjoyed  by  a  chosen  few;  but^  deprived 
ot  its  former  severity^  and  stripped  of  its  imposing  garb, 
it  at  length  stands  revealed  to  public  view ;  its  beni^u  in- 
fluence IS  generally  experiencea,  and  universally  acknow*^ 
ledeed. 

While^  however,  we  indulge  the  pleasure  Urising  froifi 
the  consciousness*  of  the  rapid  udvancemeiit  of  general 
science,  we  cannot  but  regret  that  the  science  of  medicine 
in  its  progress  is  comparatively  tardy,  and  that  its  ad- 
vancement h  by  no  means  proportiunate  to  that  of  other 
branches  of  knowledge.  A  grnerul  enquiry,  therefore,  in- 
to the  cause  of  this,  may  noi^  perhaps,  prove  cutirely  iju- 

Thai  iliat  department  of  knowledge,  comparLd  to  which, 
did  it  aceomplihh  its  ohjccl^  aii  other  .sciciices  Wvvc  vom 
and  i utile,  and  whiefi  must  ever  be  considtixd  a^  tlia 
tioblest  pursuit  whieh  can  engage  lIk  Uiiud  or  exercise  ilie 
talents  of  man  ;  that  a  seience  so  grand  in  its  nature  aud 
important  irt  its  design,  should  continue  almost  stationary, 
while  others  of  less  utility  and  inlV-rior  value  -^rc  tuiiiidio 
iiUvatire  with  astonialiing  rapidity,  must  occasion  tjurprise 
and  a  waken  enquiry. 

It  cannot  be  d< mc d  that  the  progress;  of  the  medical 
in  common  with  thai  of  all  other  science^,  has  been  con- 
">iderably  retarded  by  the  ui  ral  obstructions  to  liberal 
pursuits,  superstition,  and  credulity ;  but  now  that  the 
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veil  of  mystery  is  removed,  that  ihc  reasoning  faculty  is 
ex.ercised  more  than  the  senses  and  imaginationy  that  aa 
universal  disposition  to  impartial  enqnky  hat  ohtaioed^  il 

appears  that  some  cnuse,  of>€rating  pecaliarly  to  tlie  re- 
tardinent  of  this  dt  partnieiit  of"  knowledge,  must  be  sus* 
pected  and  sought  tor:  and  it  i>,  in  niy  opinion,  not  to 
be  attributed  to  the  undemonstrahlc  nature  oi  tlic  science 
itself,  to  the  nnxlc  of  instruction  which  is  still  adopt* 
cd  in  the  seliools  aiKi  by  the  protcs.M>rs  of  niediciiie. 

While  in  every  other  branch  of  education  the  inductive 
method  of  reasunini;  and  instruction  has  so  generally  ob- 
tained, and  in  w  lii«  h,  [ivk)othcseii  are  always  liinidlv  ad- 
vanccd,  and  puldished  rather  as  casual  suggestions  (hnn 
doctrines  rec|uirin:;  Ik  lief  and  attention,  IVofcssors  being 
fulfv  aware  tbui  those  principles  alone  deserve  the  appel* 
lation  of  science  which  stand  on  the  firm  basis  of  fncts 
and  experiment; — in  medicine,  on  the  conlrajy,  **  the  hi 
a  priori  raa^/"  is  stiU  pursued;  and^  as  if  conscious  of  a 
deficiency  in  true  knowledge,  our  instructions  in  this  de- 
partment of  education,  at  least  the  generality  of  theOi 
amuse  the  fancy  and  exercise  the  imagtiiation  by  the  pro- 
mulgation of  doctrines,  and  the  formation  of  sys\enis,  for 
wblcii  they  have  not  the  authority  of  either  nature  or  cx* 
perience. 

Professors  of  tlie  healing  art  appear  to  indulge  a  species 
of  self-deception ;  and  conscious  at  the  same  time  of  the 
importance  of  their  science,  and  its  imperfect  siate>  so  iar 
03  demonstrative  evidence  is  required,  thev  eudeuvour  to 
remedy  this  imperfection  hy  the  sCibstit^tion  of  spleoilid 
and  fanciful  hypotheses,  I  y  generalizing  without  hcts, 
and  drawing  coVichisions  without  duta« 

Why  this  disposition  to  illegitimate  generalization  shoi^ 
continue  in  medicine,  while  it  is  expunged  from  other 
branches  of  philosophy,  1  mu^t  eonfe-is  myself  at  a  loss 
to  explain,  unl<  ss  i:  arise,  as  1  have  above  hinted,  from  a 
consciousness  of  p.meitv  of  real  and  u<t  ful  inforiuatioiJ. 
'  Sneh  vanity  and  dt  ^Mniliiuliun,  at  all  events,  W  support 
the  diuidry  and  splrndour  of  our  science,  were,  p(  rlmps, 
in  sf;i:i(»  measure  e\cusa!>le,  and  wuuld  not  so  b»udlv  call 
ior  dcprteation  and  ce?isure,  were  it  iif>t  po>itively,  as  well 
us  negatively,   injniiuiis   to   tb.e  InteieNis  of  society,  and 
greatly  olistructive  to  the  ndvanceiueut  of  the  art:  for 
while  doenius  are  substituteil  for  facts,  and  systems  for 
science,  our  progress  in  iinprovcmeui  must*  necessarily 
he  alow, 
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tjei  HB  th^  no  lotiget  deoeiire  oorwlves; — ]tt  tis  cease 
fbftdJy  to  iMMgioe^  that  while  engaging  in  endfeas  dhpw 
tatioos  abdtft  tttiknowa  Drinciplct  miaimaghiary  qualims, 
lire  cam  be  In  a  «tafee  or  progressit^  improTOne&tj  «r  add 
to  the  stock     usefiil  knowledge* 

The  logical  foMtioas  and  meiciphysical  discauiDfift  x>{ 
the  aatieniit  sichodmeti,  are  now  oaljr  meaiioned  to  exche 
.  m  smiie.  fteason  has  at  kngtli  assamed  her  empire  over 
the  tntnd  of  man,  and  ba^  eondueted  him  to  tlie  direct 
and  only  sate  road  of  expc* imeiital  enquiry  :  Let  us  then, 
wlieiL'  ic  is  most  required,  follow  her  steps,  and  be  guided 
-by  lici  dictates;  extricate  ourselves  from  the  traiunicis  of 
imaginary  knowledge,  attd  maiiUaiu  the  <Ii<jnity  of  the 
science  of  medicine  bv  other  tlian  aititiriul  methods. 
Then,  and  not  till  tlieti,  will  oiu  cxeitiuiis  be  ciowncd  by 
abundant  success ;  then  wdl  scepticism  be  banished  from 
physic,  and  we  shall  be  enabled,  on  proper  grounds,  to  as- 
Bert  our  claim  to  public  attenimn  and  regard. 

f  shall  endeavour  to  pursue  this  subject  in  a  future  letter, 
if  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  do  Vke 
ihe  koQOiu:  oi  put»iishiiig  tiie  preheat  ^  till  ih^u, 

dugutt  21,  1804,  DAY  ID  UWINS,  M.D. 


tv  the  Editors  of  Oie  Medical  and  Fk^Jicui  Journals 


T, 


HE  iniportcuice  of  tlw  present  sul*jeet,  as  well  as  its 
dignity,  impresses  an  anxious  solicitude  in  the  breast  of 
every  British  Sohher,  and  exacts  a  (hie  rev^ereace  to  the 
object  of  universal  adoration,  ^o  doubt  caia  Ije  entertain* 
ed,  that  the  stattnieiit  of  the  particulars  of  the  mortal 
\vound  which  caused  tlie  death  of  the  gallant  Abercrombie 
would  be  re  ceived  tlirougUout  the  medical  department 
of  the  army  with  every  demonstration  of  an  additional  ad- 
vantage to  science,  while  the  community  at  large  would 
treasure  every  document  as  the  invaluable  memento  of  aa 
tinparallcled  display  of  valour  and  philosophic  resignation 
w  hen  in  the  bottom  of  vic;tory^  undaanted  at  the  approach 
of  imjiepdin^  disiolution. 
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The  obs«rvatioD8  of  the  real  (vox  et  prseterea  nihil)  Cam« 
paigner  have  neither  the  sb^^  of  an  answer  to  those  of 
the  old  Campaigner,  nor  have  they  afforded  the  snialkil 
rlucidiltioii  to  the  subject  so  expressly  inquired  for* 

In  my  perusal  of  tb^  old  Campaigner's  obaenrations,  I 
lind  nothing  like  the  expression  of  wonder  that  the  old 
Generfd  sboold  have  fallen  a  victim,  &,c/'  and  1  thinks  that 
if  it  Fas  possible  for  the  old  Campaigner  to  wonder  at  ail 
at  the  dispensations  o^  Providence,  the  wonder  woald 
arise  from  bis  conviction  of  the  wide  disparity  in  the  fnoo 
ttons  and  abilities  of  tw  individuals,  wherein  the  most 
worthy  and  efficient  was  allotted  as  the  victim. 

The  real  Campaigner  has  very  unguardedly  thrown  an 
imputation,  not  of.  the  happiest  kind,  upon  the  high  pro- 
fessional character  of  the  Field-Inspector,  as  also  upoa 
Mr.  Gilham  himself.  He  states,  that  the  Field  Inspector 
did  not  arrive  until  after  Mr.  Gillumi  had  comnienred  the 
operation  for  exnucuni:  the  ball,  and  that  he  tlun  uiiFered 
iu  opiuiun  horn  Mr.  Giihain;  in  consequence,  the  Giue- 
Tal  was  taken  to  the  Fleet,  when  he  died,  8cc."  It  is  as- 
serted, that  Mr.  Gilham  liad  so  far  |Jioce«.  iicd  in  the  opera- 
tion as  to  feel  the  ball  very  distinetly  ;  if  so,  why  was  liie 
operation  for  extracting  il  deferred  r  or,  on  sue ti  an  occa- 
sion, does  it  not  appear  even  criminal  to  delay  in. the  least 
buch  a  necessary  proccediiiii  ?  \\  hat  motive  could  induce 
any  difference  in  opinion  when  tlie  ball  was  distinctly  felt 
by  the  tactus  eruditns  of  Mr.  Gilhani  ;  or,  ^vhat  obsracle 
presented  itself,  whi(  li  inn)cde(l  the  proiiress  of  the  opera- 
tion, remains  yet  for  further  explanation. 

I  wish  further  to  observe,  that  as  Mr.  Gilham  so  distinct- 
ly felt  the  bail,  the  incision  must  have  been  very  exteq- 
^tTC ;  and  as  the  Vjcssels  of  the  limb  are  very  great  and 
numerous,  and  their  situation  or  vicinity  to  the  neck  of 
the  thigh-bone^  m  which  it  is  said  the  ball  was  found  after 
death,  re<]uiring  oiuch  circumspection  and  dexterity  In 
the  operation,  it  is  certainly  of  gr  it  importance  to  know, 
what  vessels  were  divided  by  incision,  what  parts  wcr^ 
wounded,  lacerated,  or  contused,  by  the  entrance  of  thp 
hall,  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  and  effused,  and  inaDy 
other  important  particulars,  which  I  trust  will  be  given 
to  tlie  public.  If  Mr,  Gilham  supposes  that  the  medical 
department  of  the  Arii|y,  and  more  particularly  the  Staff 
on  the  expedition,  are  so  disinlerestea  concerning  the  his- 
tory of  the  case  alluded  to,  as  he  imagines  the  public  to 
^  I  bog  leave  to  ioform  liimi  through  the  medium  of 
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your  Journal,  that  a  contrary  di^^position  exists  through- 
out, and  that  th<  {>.a  ttculars,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  the 
imputation  upoa  pjrolessional  characters,  will  meet  the 
approbation  o\'y  Your's,  &c« 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Ph yficalJourml. 

GBNTLBMBK^ 

The  ioTesti^adoii  of  circnmslances  the  foost  interesting 
to  hnmanity^  ot  manifest  importance  to  science^  and  grate- 
ful to  the  enquiring  mind,  although  arduous  the  attempt 
aod  difficult  the  accompHidime&t,  should  he  essayed  wim 
a  philosophic  composure  and  a  strength  of  intellectual 
stability,  incompatible  with  the  faculties  of  derision  or 
puerile  frivolity. 

What  subject,  at  this  critical  epochs  can  appear  more 
iraportant  for  the  welfare  of  individuals,  or  solicits  mortf 
the  contemplation  of  humanity  and  the  exertion  of  skill, 
than  tliat  ob  ject  which  has  given  rise  to  the  zealous  inquiry 
Cif  ilie  Old  CiiiJipaigner  ?  Wlioevcr  lie  is,  my  tribute  of 
approbation,  not  only  for  his  efforts,  which  nave  as  yet 
proved  coTuplratly  unsuccessful,  but  for  his  spirited  and 
torcibk-  address  on  the  inipoi  iaiit  occasion,  in  your  Jouriial 
ol  August.  With  every  expectation  that  the  medical  de- 
Jiariiutnt  uf  the  army  of  Egypt,  of  which  magna  pars  fui, 
will  yet  receive  a  faithful  history  of  the  death-wound  of 
oir  R.  Abercrombie.  1  am^  £cc. 

IStiUnirgl^  S^L  11, 1«04.  MEDiCUS. 

LETIER  IV. 
Of  Quacks  ahd  Empiricism. 

It  may  appear  a  matter  of  surprize  to  sodie  of  your 
Yeadersy  that  Germany  should  furnish  so  large  a  contin- 
gency of  doctors,  to  improve  the  constitutions  of  the  Eng- 
ushj  whilst  it  may  be  admitted^  that  the  Continent  does 
uot  afford  more  prolific  sources^  of  impudence  than  our 
home  manufactories;  hut  the  phenomenon  will  not  ap« 
tear  wooderfiil  when  it  is  considered,  that  no  empiric  is 
Allowed  to  exhibit  a  single  nostrum  to  Germaoy^  which, 
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of  course,  encourages  a  greater  iiiiportation  into  this  court- 
try,  in  whicli  luxury  and  luoney  are  abundant,  and  eonte- 
quently  enervated  constitutions,  witli  an  increased  avidhj 
to  procure  their  restoration,  become  proiniBeat  ieatares  of 
a  luxurious  nation. 

The  state  physicilins  in  Vienna  act  with  a  dignity  and 
decision  unknown  here;  and  where  the  sovereign  head 
ot  the  empire  co*operates  with  theui,  in  preventing  the 
mischiefs  resulting  from  empiricism,  whilst  this  country 
opens  a  ready  market  for  medical  fraud,  which  at  the 
same  time  is  sanctioned  by  persons  in  power,  for  the  sake 
of  the  revenue  arising  from  patents^  an  object  of  higber 
estimation  than  the  health  of  the  community.    In  tHe 
distinguished  period  of  the  late  Baron  Van  Swieten,  empiric 
cism  never  reared  its  fascinating  and  destroying  head; 
and  my  honoured  friend.  Baron  Quarin,  told  me,  that  it 
never  woold  be  tolerated ;  even  Mesmer^  who  made  some 
slight  attempts  to  practice  his  deceptions  in  Vienna,  escap- 
ed by  an  hasty  flight  the  restraint  of  a  prison  ;  iic  IuliuJ, 
how  ever,  an  asylum  among  tlie  cognoscenti  and  dcvuieci 
ill  Paii:>,  where  he  made  moic  ilupcb  as  v.  (11  as  more 
money,  than  was  efiected  by  iiis  pupil  Dcniaiiatiuke,  by 
Perkins  the  American,   Benamoie  the  Algerine  in  Lon- 
.don,  and  others  who  have  vaiicd  the  mode  of  magnetism; 
but  uhu.^e  metallic  tractors  and  operaiiuns  uniformly  pos- 
scsss  a  polarity  of  attraction  to  the  metallic  substances  in 
English  pockets.    I  shall,  however,  at  present d ismiss  this 
imijionse  phalanx  of  Adv'  iitun  rs,  who  indeed  possess  a 
species  oF  character  too  inLerestnig  to  be  allowed  to  sink 
into  oblivion,  and  nrt*  truly  worthy  of  being  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  empiricism.    At  the  same  time  I  confess 
il  id  not  decorous  to  mention  these  in  the  page  that  con*' 
tains  the  names  of  the  illustrious  Van  Swieten,  Quario, 
and  Ingenhoutz.    The  amiable  and  piuiosophic  iogen- 
houtz^  now  1  believe  deceased,  told  me,  what  no  oihei 
physician  ever  could  say,  that  he  had  under  his  medical 
care  at  one  time  thirteen  imperial  patients;  and  QuariD, 
who  directs  the  first  hospital  in  the  world,  with  a  spirit 
becoming  his  high  character,  as  the  physician  and  fneod 
of  the  late  Emperor  Joseph,  said  to  him  iu  his  last  itlueii^ 
''Sire,  in  twenty-four  hours  your  subjects  will  lose  the  best 
of  Princes.^  Let  it  be  recorded  to  the  glory  of  Joseub,  that 
he  immediately  gave  Quarin  a  title  of  nobilili^  and  a  fis- 
sion of  about  ^•2000ayear>  asateward  oi  bin  integrity 
and  merit. 
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MEDICAL  ANECDOTES. 

Anecdotes,  relating  to  history  or  biography^  haTO 
f&ver  been  thouglit  ioBtructive,  as  well  as  amusing;  diat 
medical  anecdotes  would  be  well  received  by  the  profes- 
$\on,  ft  vv  will  doubt;  bow  far  tbe  following  (wbich  may  be 
succeeded  by  others)  are  deserving  of  being  preserved  ia 
the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal^  the  enlightened  Editors 
irill  determine, 

/.   Fees  of  Medical  Men. 

E.  Maynwaring,  doctor  in  physick^  in  his  Praxis  Medi- 
coram  antiqua  et  nova,  IG71,  says,  "Now  imagine  we  were 
At  a  file  oT  bills."  [prescriptions.]  This  recipe  cost  the  pati- 
ent ten  skilii/igs  fee^  because  he  was  but  a  doctor  of  little 
practice,  not  cryed  up,  and  that  was  fair  for  him. 

Here's  another  cost  a  guhti/ ;  this  wa«  a  great  doctor's, 
one  of  the  cminentcst  in  the  town,  ;i  man  of  \ery  great 
j)ractict,  that  you  must  wait  two  hours  before  you  can 
speak  with  hiui,  except  you  give  his  man  a  couple  ol  bhil- 
lini^s;  this  must  neeas  be  an  able  uian,  that  the  people 
croud  wi'mr,  much  ^|)oken  of,  and  much  approved  !)}  his 
Qpothtcari/,  who  yrts  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  per  an^ 
nam  hy  this  doctors  practice;  an  excellent  apotlnccrtf 
doctor!  he  dr'^crvrd  a  piece  very  galhintly.  But  horc  \^  a 
raipe  cost  r>  ^nj/nics;  this  was  tlic  result  of  a  co//si/''/^///o7i, 
for  a  person  of  quality,  a  beloved  child,  wife,  or  husband, 
or  some  rich  fellow  thut  would  die  more  honourablj^  than 
tvcr  \\c  had  lived.'* 

Kfibert  Godfrey,  Mcdicus  Lontiinensis,  in  his  '''Various 
Injuries  and  Abuses  in  Chyinical  and  Galenical  Physick,'* 
1674,  tells  of  a  "  rich  physician,",  who  was  employed  to 
attend  a  poor  washerwoman,  and  received  a  fee  ot  only 
(id.  for  each  visir.  Tlie  doctor  visited  her  once,  and 
had  one  half-crown,  which  was  more  than  she  couid  clear 
by  a  week's  washing ;  the  second  day  he  came  again »  with- 
»oal  sending  for,  for  the  doctor's  custom  was,  hritiL^  once 
sent  for,  to  follow  bis  game  close,  and  then  he  ^  ad  the 
second  half  crown;  and  the  third  day,  when  he  called  in 
without  sending  for,  tbe  poor  woman's  last  hait-crown 
being  hard  to  be  parted  with,  she  did  not  give  him  it; 
whereupon,  being  angry,  he  asked  her  at  his  departure, 
whether  she  thought  he  could  rv^  up  and  down  for  no* 
Ihinff  r 

f  Van  Ilelmont  tells  you,  in  the  words  of  the  wise  man, 
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that  a  physician  shall  receive  a  gift  of  a  king  not  of  a  poor 
man ;  thereby  implying,  that  we  ate  not  to  neglect  the  poofp 
though  they  are  not  able  to  brini^  angels,  uor  crowns,  in 
their  hands^  for  scribbling  a  few  words  to  an  apoihecarv.* 
Godfrey,  in  several  plafces  of  his  book,  S{»eaic$  d  an 
ftngtl  as  being  the  usual  foe  of  a  physician,  vet  it  appearti 
from  what  has  been  mentioned  above^  that  tney  Wete  coih 
tented  aometimet  to  take  less* 

ADVBHTTSRMENt*— At  the  Angel  and  Cimiif  in  Basing 
Lane,  near  Bow  Lane^  lives  J.  Pickeyi  a  graduate  in  the 
(university  of  Oxford^  and  of  many  years  standing  in  tbe 
College  of  Pby»ictam»  London ;  where  all  sick  people,  tliat 
come  to  him,  may  have  for  6d.  a  faithful  account  of  their 
diseases,  and  plain  directions  for  diet^  and  other  things 
they  can  prepare  themselves  \  and  sttch  as  have  occasioo 
for  medicmes.may  have  them  of  him,  at  reasonable  ratctf 
without  paying  any  thing  for  advice ;  and  he  will  visit  any 
sick  person  in  London  and  the  liberties  thereof  in  the  day 
time«  for  2s.  6d.  and  any  where  else  within  the  bills  of  flioi^ 
tality  for      and  if  he  be  called  for  any  person^  as  be  Pt>Mi 
by,  in  any  of  these  places,  be  will  require  only  Is.  wt  hii 
advice* 

Pavfmoit)  Jan.  la,  ITOOk 

4  An  anonymous  writer,  in  1702,  says,  I  have  known  ss 
apothecary  make  fifteen  pounds  of  a  patient  in  ten  days 
time,  by  rating  the  boluses  at  ^s.  6d.  a  piece,  and  other 
medicines  proportion  ably.** 

The  same  author  complains,  tliat  if  a  physician  ordered 
au  eleetitnry  ot  four  ouni  cs,  llie  apotlueaiy  would  divide  it 
into  twenty  or  thirty  hoi  uses,  at  Is.  (ul.  each,  and  a  quart 
npo/em  into  four  h^lf  pint  phials,  each  charged  or 

Another  anonymous  physician,  in  IfiGy,  says,  "  We  man) 
times  prescribe  a  drachm  of  treacle,  worth  two  pence,  to  t 
poor  neighbour,  out  of  charity;  the  iipothecarv  make.>  hiui 

{>ay  half  a  crown  for  a  coraial  bolu>.  1  here  arc  of  u^, 
lave  retrieved  some  of  our  prescriptions,  and  the  apothe- 
caries' bills  upon  them  ;  you  will  perhaps  be  amazed  when 
I  tell  you,  thai  n  liere  a  [)hysiciau  lialh,  witliouta  fee,  pre- 
scribed bonicihiug  worth  sixpence,  because  it  was  made 
into  twenty-tbur  pills,  there  was  so  many  shiiUugs  paui  w 
the  apothecary  upon  his  bill  for  it.** 

The  usual  charge  for  draughts  at  this  time  was  Is.  of 
is.  (id.  each;  clysters  2s.       and  other  things  in  propor- 

-  *  uoo. 
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6on,  trhtch  is  imfiiaielj  mWK,  onsMidering  the  di^ierencc 
ia  the  value  of  money,  than  is  charged  in  London  at  pre* 
sent.   One  practitioner  is  mentioned  to  have     bragged,  • 
that  he  ONKle  from  90  to  IQOL  eommonlyj  ieudet preuuts, 
for  ibe  core  of  a  gonorrhcBa* 

//«  Jp^ihecaries  inirtnehing  on  tie  P^mciai^s  Provincep 
by  miting  and  prncribing  to  "raiiiuts. 

^  The  next  thing  to  be  treated  of»  shall  be  the  ways  of 
ipothecaries  creeping  into  practice.  Heretofore  when  ihc3f 
were  members  of  the  coiii|jviuy  ui  grocers,  and  dispersed  ia 
place,  as  well  as  iu  counstl,  they  tiicu  wtie  uiiuU^  bubordi- 
n;itc  to  the  physicians,  only  keeping  in  their  shops,  and 
faithfuily  makiriiT  the  prescriptions  they  received  trom  the  ' 
piivsician  ;  and  wlien  made,  m  iiding  ihein  to  tlie  patient  by 
their  men,  (as  they  still  coiuinue  to  do  in  foreign  countries.) 
Bui  in  pnx:e<s  ot  iHue,  physiciHU^,  in  acute  dijseases,  havini*^ 
tauirht  them  somewhat,  sent  them  to  visit  their  patients,  to 
give  ilieai  the  best  acLount  ihey  could  of  the  state  of  their 
health,  and  effect  of  tlieir  medicines.  And  of  later  years, 
some  physicians  took  them  along  with  them  in  ilicir  visits, 
whereby  they  aci^uired  a  litUe  amattering  of  diseases^  by 
which  means  tbey  mad«  people  believe  they  acquired 
loiBc  skill  in  tha  art,  and  afterwards  began  to  venture  a 
little  at  pfActice^  and>  baft  aaftil  these  10  years  last  past, 
kept  tbemseWes  withiii  am«e  boimds  and  limits:  but  since 
ml  time,  bave  daily  ^nnte  and  more  cacioached  upon  oat 
profession/' 

In  the  nlagtie  time,  [166G]  (most  physicians  being  out  ^ 
of  town,)  taey  took  upon  them  the  irbole  practice  of  phy-o 
sic,,  vhieh  evar  since  they  have  ooatinued,  being  murb 
helped  also  thmittp  by  tne  dispersion  of  physicians  into 
pbeea  vakiMmn  to  their  patients,  by  the  fire." 

Mnrett  s  bhort  View  of  Frauds  and  Abuses,  16(^, 

///.    FrquiU  of'  JfothtcarieSf 

PnMurett,  in  the  above  pamphlet,  charges  the  apothe-  • 
caries  with  faisilying  of  medicines,  Jbirst,  they  use  me* 
dicines  quite  contrary  to  the  prescription;  myrtle  leaves 
shewed  ti  t  Censors  tor  sena,  a  binder  for  a  purger,  mush* 
looms  rubbed  over  with  dialk  for  agaric,  hemlock  drop^ 
wort  roots  for  paiony  roots.  Privet  by  some^  by  otliers 
dog-berriei,  for  tho^ie  of  spina  cervina ;  no  purgers  for  a 
strong  one ;  sheep's  lutigs  Jor  fox  lungs,  the  bont:  of  an  oj'* 
heart  for  that  of  a  stag*$  heart,  damsops  for  damasc  prunes:, 

syrup 
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A3lO  On  the  Febrifuge  Sub^ioHee  im  Mark. 

syrup  of  Ir moos'  tor  tUatof  bryoay  rdotelbri&ly 

IF.    Number  of  Apothecaries  in  LottdoH. 

'*  Hamburgh  (as  Dr.  Pitt's  book  informs  us)  has  but  one 
apothecary's  shop;  Stockolm  and  Copenhagen  but  four  or 
fiVe  a  piece;  and  Paris  itself  but  one  and  fifty;  whereasy  in 
London  and  the  suburbs,  we  have  near  a  diousand."  170S. 

Mr.  Goodwin  said,  he  desired  the  Censors  of  the  College 
may  demonstrate  to  this  honourable  faoose^  out  of  aboiraf 
1000  apothecaries  shops  in  London^  and  seven  miles  cir- 
cuit, how  many  they  have  destroyed  in  so  public  a  muH 
nen 

Brief  for  Jkves  Goodwin,  Chemist  and  A  pothecan, 
Upon  bift  P«dtioii  to  the  House  of  l^dtf*  1191. 


On  the  Febrifu*^.!:  Substance  discovered  in  lac 
  Peruvian  Bark. 

Xhe  celebrated  chemist^  Mr.  Seguin,  has  read  sevcrtl 
memoirs  before  the  National  Institute^  concerning  his  ex* 
periments  for  discovering  the  febrifuge  principle  in  the 
reruvion  bark,  \X9>  nature,  and  the  quantity  whicli  is  con- 
tained in  the  different  sort!^  of  that  medicament,  Tlie  ex- 
terior appearance  and  taste  have  hitherto  been  eonsidered 
as  the  only  nu  n iis  by  which  the  goudiicss  of  that  dfi:.:  h 
judged,  whieh,  however,  but  imperfeetly  indieaie  the  pR- 
scnee  and  quantity  of  the  true  febrifuge  pi  incipli^.  With 
a  view  of  ascertaining  the  quality  of  the  I'eruvian  Baik  in 
tiiis  respect,  Mr.  iSkguin  examined  the  constiim  ni>  oi  this 
medicinal  body  separately,  and  also  its  <  lu  inKal  proper- 
ties; by  whieli  means  hi-  sueeceded  ia  diseovc-riug  very 
material  dill^  rences  in  tlie  IV  brifuge  prineiple  of  the  bark, 
from  the  olht  r  eonstitueut  pnrtielt  s.  The  eliit*f  cliarat  icf- 
i<tie  of  this  substauLe  is,  that  it  pri'cijiitut.  s  the  solidtvn  of 
tanifi,  but  not  the  solution  (f  glue  and  of  ^ulphat  oj  iron. 
Wiien  these  marks  are  not  perceived  in  llu'  l*eruvian  Haik, 
it  is  a  proof  of  its  being  either  adulterated  or  entirely  de- 
prived of  the  folirilui^e  {)rineip1e.  The  author  having  t  v- 
amined  all  tfic  diiierent  sorts  of  Peruvian  Hark  was  induced 
to  conehuic,  that  only  a  small  quantity  of  pure  bark  i§ 
brought  to  us,  as  hy  far  the  greatest  part  of  bark  thi»t  is 
iippoiicd  into  Europe,  possesses  very  liuie  of  the  iebntuge 
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uiAtter)  it  iBrchlier  of  an  inferior  quality  iar  not  at  all  pre*' 
mi  in  the  covilion  sorts  of  bark.  Tbese  results  are  veiy 
important^  as  the  Permrtaa  Bark  proves  efficacioas  in  dis* 
eases  oAly  in' proportion  to  tbe  febrifuge  principle  it 
ooBtains^  and  sncb  barks  aa  are.  deprived  of  it  are  rather 
prejudical  than  usefnl  to  the  constitution.  This  obserm* 
tion  likewise  induced  Mr.  Seouih  to  use  his  endeavours  to 
ifind  out  a  febrifuge  substance  which  might  be  safe,  effi- 
cacious, accommodftted  to  the  constitution,  and  at  the- 
sarae  time  so  cheap,  ihat  do  advantage  could  be  derived 
from  adulterating  it.  With  this  view  he  examined  the 
Hue  cau&e  of  fever,  and  die  Jiaiure  of  the  febrifuge  prin- 
ciple contaiueti  ill  the  Peruvian  Bark,  and  ia  u  liat  manner 
il  acted  on  the  body.  In  consequence  of  his  experiments 
and  eiu|iiuiei>,  hn  rccouiinends  tlic  glue  or  uiiinuU  jl-Uiu 
(laporatcd  to  drj^iitss,  as  a  new  febrifuge  remed  vt  ^vlurti 
unites  in  itself  all  the  uiedicinai  iis  well  as  ccuijunucai  ati- 
vantages  that  may  be  expected.  'I'his  subbtauce,  there- 
fore, nas  been  tried  in  a  series  of  cases,  particularly  by 
some  Ftalian  phvBicians,  and  is  become  a  new  matter  of 
invcsugation  amongst  the  physicians  on  the  continent.  A 
publication  on  this  subject  has  been  edited  by  Dr.  Gau^ 
tieri,  in  "which  a  very  favourable  account  is  given  oi:  the 
suaiiaal  jelly  as  a  substitute  for  the  Peruvian  burk. 


On  TllM   EfFIC.\CY    of   AXIMAL   JeLLV   IN   THE  TkI.AT- 

MKNT  OF  Inteumittknt  Flvfjis;  fro//t  the  JccouhL 
giiai  al  tUc  ^^aiiuaai  in^Litati;,       Mr,  Halle. 

Mr.  Seguin  having  read  before  the  National  Institute, 
a  memoir  on  the  advantages  of  animal  jelly  considered  as 
a  febrifuge,  it  was  determined  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fact^aQd  to  make  some 
decisive  experiments.  Patients  were  accordingly  admitted- 
into  a  particular  ward  of  the  Hospital  of  Perfection  (Hos« 
pice  de  Perfectionnement)  of  the  School  of  Medicine.  Tbe 
mode  of  administering  the  remedy,  and  the  details  of  the 
regimen,  >vere  solely  regulated  by  Mr.  Seguin  himself. 
The  intermittent  fevers  that  were  treated  under  the  in« 
ppection  of  the  committee,  were  twenty-two  tertians,  or 
tertianae  duplicatae;  fourteen  quartans;  ten  quotidians;, 
and  twenty  intermittents  of  an  irregular  type. 
Amongst  these  patients^  twenty  were  anected  with  pro- 
longed^ 
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lonccd  niiMimna)  fevers,  eii^btceii  Tvitli  vernal  fever,  flvfi 
six  with  new  autunitTnl  fevers;  so  tljnt  a  great  variety 
circomstances  took  place  iti  those  ezperiments.  ^Fhe  jelly 
bad  been  prepared  in  the  kibonitory  of  the  School  of  Me* 
dkane,  and  ooo^sted  of  tiie  best  glue  of  Flanders,  mixed 
ivith  ma  equal  qaantiiy^of  iu^r,  dissolved  in  ihree  or  fonr 
times  iu  wei^tof  wMT  fit  wQftdividecI'mw  square  piec»^ 
each  of  whMli'  irifc>^g|^8ed  «o  contoni  two  dracbms  of 
pure  jelly  withMt  fi|«  •ogftr  ^ti«  water.  The  putiMl 
%ete  erdered  to^alce  thit  jeHr  «9'Weil  during  thi!  itby*  «f 
paroxystti«9  dufit)^  chose-iif 'hutrmiatfRii^io  tbettordk^i 

-«^Dl>oo^  end  «iii^l£««>#tentiig.  T^^'^Am  mtiMXKWk  fn^ 
ihree  to  tijt  onncef  of  -  pniv  j«H)^)  /tiie.  di4l  4p||»i8tied 

>«>Md  iDeA^  tAlr^tllMH(tMIMMM»V<tf  adiltiM 
prtiflie9$  «ndiihis"iheitl-^%<t-  |i(lliifiiro  fc^tke  M  jfrirtlilit 
«oim^   Mr*  #tmiil|  4ir  0f%ienit/  j>fd«ml  tlie-iibtijpivii*4ft 

in  tbetnofniilif «  '  2  .-.f>4..ii.ii4ji*i»  jMH 
»!  Of  filtyrciglit  cases  of  intermittent  fevers,  wlritsh'All 
ftortjmittce  made  their  observation^^  iiftV  four  lenninat^d, 
alter  a  greater  or  less  ninnber  of  fits,  Avith  an  absolute 
<ef- temporal  c^'ssfition  of  the  fever  j  this  may  either  be 
as«'ribt*d  to  the  action  of  the-jftWyf  6r  owincf  to  thfe 
ordinary  course  ol  nature,  l^'odr  fevers  of  thtj  above  k*iMi| 
otf  thr*  cDiurarv,  liave  resisted  this  treatment;  two  of  the 
patients  (jiiitted  iIm^  tii>f-[>ital  witiiout  any  relief;  but  tbt 
two-others^  were  i  wed,  ouo  bv  Pernviaii  bark^  asd  ^ 
other  by  t^ieiise  of  aminonia,  and  Oi ODiiun-  *  — ** 
On  the  whole,  the  ri>^!fhs  vvUick  tke  catnaii4taa .fcavc 
publi^lied  «re  the  fi>llmvin«^  : 

1.  The  diminution  of  the  cold-  fit  has  been  alwayt  so 
«"ntistant,  and  taken  phico  w  regularly  in  a  number  of 
^Hfients^     to  comiider  this  pbenomeflotr  as  aQpft«d  by  the 
jeily^  whieh  ef^ct- 'Htliy  likewise  liav«  adva^tageOttBly 
lie nff^d  the  termination  of  the  fevev  itself.  *  ^ 

'  9r^i^he4ermi(ia«iOH  of  the  fevc  17  tlvougU  always  ptfewcW 
by  the  dimtnuiion  of  tlu*  cold  fit,  has,  however^  iiotbecfe 
W  an  d%>efa^94iMpij^tionab}eS|b  tii6  fir^t  effect;  ttsinee* 
"neralj:  It*  tisi^Mt  mii^ccdQd  imdiatintely,  but  pr^ewded 
}tl  fn.tny  pftfiem Wfitoirlyv  as  to  be^deiftly  owing  to  die 
action  of^^^J^'"  ^Ws  con^ider^tiea,  and  the  ii»tanc«i 
tff  tbe  iMMrtal  vm^iiiiMiM  fevM  of*  this  kiDd^  r^ndortt 
inMCMW  0f  >tbr 'Calea  thas:  fell  under  thf  cobh 

ntit»rtfTolmi>nj|ttoi>y be  dittingui^ed  m  being  cmri 
blithe  Sole amk»^'of  ih^  j^lfy . from  ^Ugse  whicb  mj^ 
Hwing  to^th^  paw(^     nature  only*        -  .  ♦ 
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3.  A  certaia  number  of  cases  have  been  observ^edj  which 
were  readily  cured;  otbers,  id  wbicb  the  diminution  of  the 
iympioms  hnii  made  constant  prd|presiion  till  the  iit>soluto 
cessation  of  the  fever;  oUi^rs  again  have  come  under  the 
obserration  uFthe  committee,  in  which  an  increase  of  the 
dotes  of  the  jelly  has  nlmost  immodiately  produced  a 
cessation  of  the  fever^  which  tberefore  seems*  in  al)  pro* 
babiiity,  to  be  the  result  of  the  advantageous:  use  of  that 
remedy.  These  eoosi^eratioiu^  supported  by  about  five 
and  twenty  detailed  cascs^  lead  us  to  suppose  that  eacb 
case  affords  an  instance  in  which  the  phenomena  of .  core 
may  be  explained  in  favoor  of  the  great  utility  of  ani* 
mal  jelly  in  tbese  partictriar  cases* 

4.  On  comparing  the  dfect«  prodeced  by  the  jettf  with 
die  mode  in  whica  good  Peruvian  barlr  operates  in  re- 
moving  fevers,  when  given  in  proper  doses,  and  under 
convenient  circumstances^  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
crticacy  ot  ihc  jelly,  sucL  al  kuii  lis  has  been  ub^rrvetl  by 
the  committee,  is  by  no  means  equal  to  that  oi  guud  bark, 
as  well  with  re^pect.to  the  certninty,  as  to  the  perftctiou 
and  continuance  of  effect  with  wbi^  h  tlic  laUer  operates. 
One  of  the  cases  relateii  by  tlu'  committee  proves,  in  ^ 
piuuLularly  cvicliiiut  mami^r^  tbe  duicrencc  in  the  acuun  of 
tiie  two  remedies. 

5.  This  observation  likewise  evinces,  that  in  fevers  which 
take  or  iiiive  the  eharactur  of  pernicious  iulti miucufs,  ixnd 
wliich  are  attended  wilii  imminent  danger,  the  bark  is  a 
imedy  for  wi^ich  the  jeily  can  never  serve  as  a  substitute. 

6.  The  action  of  the  jelly  is  distinguished  by  some  ad^ 
vantage,  as  being  never  followed  by  any  inconvenienL 
symptom^  though  it  had  been  given  in  considerable  doaes^ 
and  sometimes  continued  longer  than  was  necessary  for 
determining  its  ettcacy.  It  never  produced  any  lin«> 
fiivoHrable  symptom  in  fevers  conpUcated  with  obitnio* 
tions  of  the  viscera^  which  makes  us  pietame  thnt  it  may 
be  of  vac  in  such  cuaea  where  bark  ii  noi  given  witli^at  i#-> 
eon  veni  once* 

7.  With  respect  to  the  dienpneti  of  the  jelly,  ctmipafel 
to  tbe  price  o^  the  Fisrnvian  hwfk,  h  may  be  ttate^^  thai 
the  use  of  that  sabstanoe  i$  by  ne,  meant  wo  emfinm^t 
mk  need  not  he  continned  fof  a  leog  period;  hnt  WMn  the 
fever  ptetongs  itself,  notwithitaAdiu^  the  administration 
of  the  jelly,  a^  has  been  the  ease  with  a  emit  n^bef  of 
patients,  the  expences  attending  the  tmptavm^t  of  this 
yemedy  are  nearly  great,  if  not  greater,  than  from  Pe* 
rnvian  bark,  uaiucularly  if  tlie^ict  is  put  in  calculation 

(No.  69.)  which 
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Vkbich  is  suppoNcd  to  be  iicccssui^  duTiu^  ihc  wse  of  i\kl» 
mode  ut  treatment. 

8.  The  oiosl  ubvlous  advantage  which  this  rcintdy  pre- 
sentr*  ill  the  eases  in  whieli  we  mav  eouhiuti  it  a  It  bri- 
luge,  eoiihisls  in  its  being  a  remedy  of  easy  jut  parution, 
>\ hieh  may  alwa\ a  be  at  hand  in  |daees  and  under  cir- 
cuuistuuc^^  whcu  it  l&  im^OimlhlG  ^  pbtuin  good  Vcrruviaa 
bark. 

A<*eordini!:  to   these    observation^,  and  the  treatment 
executed  uudei  the  eyes  oi  the  eommittee,  Uie  evidea^ 
Utility  of  the  jcHy  may  be  stated  as  iV>iIows  : 
.  1.  That  is  possesses  tlie  property  of  diminisluDg  verj^ 
•ensibl Y  the  symptoms  of  the  cold  ht» 

Tnat  its  febrifuge  action  i»  not  proTed  by  evid^iii 
facts,  but  rendered  very  probable  by  several  insfaoces, 

Coosideritig  the  importance  of  a  diaeovery  by  wUolia 
oommoa  alinieoUury  substance  is  proposed  as  an  eHieaflWi 

febrifuge,  and  observing  that  the  experiments  on  wbidi 

the  conehisions  of  this  account  are  founded,  liave  not  yet 
been  made  oa  a  sulhcient  mniiljcr  ui  paLicnts,  nor  con* 
tinned  durini;  a  time  h>ng  enoiii^h  for  all  circmnstancei  uJ 
the  different  seasons,  aiul  all  the  varieties  in  whicli  intcr- 
miu*  lit  fevers  appear,  and  for  ascertaining  the  condiiioiii} 
under  whieli  this  remedy  may  be  serviceable,  and  ttio 
liiniis  of  it>  iirilitv;  tlie  committee  appointed  for  thii 
purpose  has  proposed  to  thr  National  Institute,  tliat  ihe 
continuation  of  those  expeninciits  miebt  be  ordered,  and 
mea^^ures  be  taken  fur  facilitating  their  execution,  and  for 
rendering  then  as  cotnplcie  and  conckisive  aa«  can  be 
desired. 


ObSIIRVATIONS  on  THli  GCKNEA  W0HM» 

.  Larrey  had  an  opportunity  of  observing,  wiien  ii> 
K9;ypt,  several  inihi minatory  tumours,  which  in  Africa  are 
generally  attributed  to  the  presence  of  a  worm,  said  to 
have  penetrated  under  the  skin,  and  where  it  is  universally 
believed,  ibat  the  ulceration  caused  by  this  animal,  can- 
not be  healed  but  by  the  <*omplete  extraction  of  ir. 
The  method  therefore  adopted  for  curing  that  complaint, 
,4:onsi$ts  in  winding  round  a  small  stick,  a  whitish  iragile 
^lament,  whieh  is  supposed  to  be  the  body  of  the  worm. 
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Jlfr.  Lami^,  on  the  Guinek  fPorm. 

%B  greatest  eantioD  is  lecomineiMied  not  to  tear  ft^  for  if, 
unfortunately^  it  should  happen  to  breaki  this  is  thought 
to  prochice  the  most  serious  cooseiiuences  from  the  worm 
jfeuetrnting  deeper;  amputation  of  the  member  afleded* 

with  tliis  disease  is  ^supposed  to  be  necessary,  and  the  life 
oi  tiic  piiLiLiit  ix)  be  otten  endangered. 

The  physicians  and  travellers  who  have  described  this 
disease,  by  which  white  men  are  but  seldom  aftneked,  do 
not  agree  with  respect  to  the  causes  of  the  formation  and 
the  orij^in  of  this  worm,  fn  Hirypt  it  is  called  worm  of 
Piiaraon  ;  in  Atiica,  Guinea-worm  ;  in  the  VV  est-indies^j 
Vena  Mcdinensis  ;  and  in  Jamaica^  Colubrilla. 

Mr.  Larrey  thinks  tliat  the  symptoi)is  aiif  luling  these 
tumouis,  which  he  considers  as  a  simple  turuncuius  or 
anthrax,  are  produced  by  the  oprrtJtiun  undertaken  for  the 
purpose  of  extracting  the  worm,  and  which  are  aggravated 
when  the  operation  fails.  He  has  very  attentively  exa- 
mined the  nature  and  form  of  the  whitish  filament,  but  he 
could  not  discover  the  slightest  analogy  with  a  worm  ;  and 
hecfVen  convinced  himself^  by  dissection,  that  this  threaC 
b  vbthiHg  bat  dead  cellular  textnrc,  which  is  drawn  into  a 
filament  through  a  hole  of  the  skin,  when  a  small  portion 
Uf^t  is  seised  in  Order  to  twist  it  round  a  piece  of  wood; 
Md'it  is  by  means  of  this  improper  manceuvret  that  cvlin*' 
drieal  pleees  of  this  cellular  texture  are  obtained  long 
enough  to  be  confounded  with  a  true  worm.  has  since' 
bad* many  opDonuAttiet  of  ascertaining  this  assertion ;  by 
stWng  the  cellular  texture  in  a  simple  furunculus  with  the 
ptnoets^  he  obtained  ttie  same  result.  Mr.  Larrey  acknow-^ 
ledges  that  he  is  of  the  same  opinion  with  Dr«  Delaborde,' 
who  during  his  residence  at  Cayenne,  after  a  great  nuniber 
of  observations,  adopted  the  san>c  idea. 

Mr.  I^irrev  has  added  to  his  meuioir,  some  observations 
on  two  negroes  attacked  with  the  vena  uiediiu  nsis,  whom 
he  treated  at  Cairo.  The  first,  asred  nine  years,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  im  Ei^ypiuiu  physician,  who  immedi- 
ately began  to  wiini  out  the  supposi-il  worm,  whereby  the 
youncc  patient  suffered  tlie  grcaii*  t  pain.  'I'he  furuncuh;^ 
was  situated  on  the  malleolus  mternus,  and  surrounded 
with  a  bluish  rincr,  wliich  made  th<*  part  appenr  as  if  it 
was  becoming  •rniv^ronou**.  Mr.  Larrey,  however,  iiaviii<^ 
cut  ort'  the  thread  as  clo.^e  to  tlu'  furnnrnhi^  as  possible, 
upphed  emollients  with  salfr(Mi  on  the  tumour,  -tnd  ad- 
ministered to  the  patient  alternately  diluents  with  Peruvian 
bark,  A  few  days  alter  an  abscess  had  t'grmcd  itscU^  which 

F  f  2  bein«' 
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l  icing  opehed  ^vith  a  foistiHirif  the  patieoi  got  better^  aai 
was  cured  in  a  abort  time*  - 

Tbe  anthrax  ot'  the  second  negro  had  foAned  on  the* 
foot,  and  from  the  point  of  this  niceration  issued  -a  blackisbi 
oore,  which  would  hov<^  been  taken  for  the  -head  of  the 
worm,  Mr.  Larrey  prescribed  i  nioUients  without  touching 
the  suppo.^d  woriiS.  •  The  ibflnMiation  ran  rhtbttgh  its 
pet iods,  and  an  abscess  Mas-^Wmed^'^wbl^i  he  ofleiied^M. 
iti  the  ibnncr  case.  The  condensntsi  -celltilar  testne 
issoed  with  the  pus.  in  (brm  of  MraU'^trcsviand'  tile  negro 
was  perfectly  cained  io  a  fortttfght  'Uker  he  katf  pcrewf«d» 
the  coBiptaiqt.  *  •  •       »  *  • 


•  >  I'll  . .  ■   i,  J  > ,  ^  *  »  ' 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Medicatand  'Phi/i^\UmrmL 


i.\  U  error?  <;honld  bp'  permitted  to  pas«  uinioriccd  in  » 
Work '  So  widely  diffused  as  vuur  M<  dieal  .lotn  nal,  whicb. 
conuiins  u  (und  ot  useful  documents,  that  are  not  oiiiy 
consult(id  wiiii  pleastin?  and  instruction  by  the  exparieaccd 
prac  titionri ,  but  whit  li  are  ai-io  ixrerdily  «*oiTCfht  after  fot 
iuforinariou  by  the  juvenile'  tyro,  who^c  Liund  has  no^ 
been  suthciciitly  rxpanded  over  the  wide  ocean  of  tnedifal 
srieiice,  to  cuablf  bim  to  shun  those  dnn  l^ci  nus  rocks 
WJtb  which  it  abounds,  or  to  avoid  his  being  misleafl  hv 
those  wild  and'  cxtrai  a  gant  J  to/cits',  4?hich>  spcctiiatcHi  la 
physic  arc  I'oc  ever  tbrowihsj  in  his^  way*. 

Your  correspondent,  Mr.  ilum€<,  (i4'h«aae  ^bMnrattons  oa. 
the  nomenclatcifc  of  modern  pb^rmhcopmins,  in  a  former 
tuiDiber  of  your  Joornal,  ate  very  vi^ortby  of -«otiii;e)  l-w^ 
perceive  begins  to  turn  his  mind  to '  surgeey -  aod  kmof 
taken  the  hint  from  Mr,  Ilurdman^  iji  yoiir.  Uat  BUttbor, 
-  proposes  the  appiication  of  txknUatiid  cupping  glMe*  tai  a 
prevemivc  and  imnetUatt  *curt  of  hyd»t>ph*obi«i.  - 

Forturiati^iy  fof  aokiiid/ the  htdsophobie  fever,  of 
laania^  docar  nc^  oceaV^UKicfdtitty  o/ten  to  allow  of  maa; 
experi'itienYd  being  i)iaclc>,  «niid'a  piaii  of  treatment  has  ^aea 
long  Wn^rnV'tfiid  prncitUed  with  nie  greatesr  sueceMrm1»x^ 
Tentiff^  Itsfoccurrt^t^'^' but  tatn  aorvy  to  sny^  that  ^ 
>1ittieq)io!^rt?As<li£ia;b(M)i^'i^  ble^<l)>id  tMjt>  -for  we  ife  cohh 
plefflv  igndra^t  otT^any'Vofv  e^icccB^M^^cMle  of  treating  ii» 
when  its  svinptoms  do  occur.  * 

Tilt- 
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'  ^lie  appUcatioa  of  suction ;tQ«woui ids,  which  lutve  been 
•inflicted  by  rabid  or  remmous  atumul^,  was  well  kuawn*  to 
•and cxtolkd  by  die  aiitientv-wpd.l.  believe  it  U  praqtified 
to.  ibis  .day^  in^^bose  4Miri»i|fOus  coiHitries  where  poisons 
.are  used  to  raador  u^ase,  *dije  aud  dtstruetke  tbi^ir  itaplo- 
•  meots  of  carnage*  » 
•  Saotiony  jf  likely  -  la^l^te  of  A!uy  kind  of  •servioe  in  pre- 
vemiog  hydropbobii^  .ought  to  be  applied  immediately 
after *the  injury  has  be^n  received ;  it  operates  by  taking 
H»ff  atmospherical,  pressure,  aud  promoting  a  discharge  of 
4uidsff!o«)L  the.  wounded  psu't^,  it  recent.    We  ase  now  to 
^uppo5(  ,  that,  with  these  fluids,  the  whole  of  the  poison 
Avhich  has  brcn  inserted  by  the  rabid  uiiinial,  will  he  ex- 
-  Iracted  from  tlie  uoujids,  otherwise  we  euiiiiui  LXpecl  thaL 
our  upcration  will  bu  proihietive  of  the  intended  etfect. 
Jsuw  1  will  candidly  ask  Mr.  Hume,  if  he  suppf>se  such  an 
c<R»ct  certain.  Of  uery  likely  to  he  produced,  or  that  such  a 
practice  oucfht  to  be  depended  ufion  ? 

But  to  examine  the  nuater  u  litiic  lurdicr;  Mf.  Hume  * 
not  (jnJy  recoiiiiiu  lids  the  application  of  cupping  glasses 
•a  preventive,  hut  as  an  tinnu  diafr  cure  of  hydrophohia-: 
I  think  tliat  I  have  already  [)i()Nt'<l  \\\  thr  \\m<x  satisfactory 
manner,  how  little  depein Liner  -.lioulti  be  [)laced  uw  mich 
application  as  a  preventive  of  btfdrophohia ;  nor  will  it 
j^c  very  difheult  for  me  to  show,  that  wlu*n  the  disease  has 
iti^tuitlly  taken  place,  tiie  appUcauouof  ci<^/iuig  gi«st^S'Will 
•tW?  i^f  no  service  VKbatever*  <  -       .  ; 

.  Wh^i)  the  disease  teroncd  hydrophobia  has  taken  placc^ 
whiyh  luay  be  known  by  the  great  anxlcf  t/,  Jevnr,  and 
4nfl4.  ^  fiv^altowing  flidds^  it  is  supposed,  from  analh  ^y, 
aupportetl  by  a  great..matiy  facts,  thnt  matter  of  a  peculiar 
<l|«liU^..  wltioh  had  beeiiflpdged  in  the  wounds  intlictcd  by 
-  the  rakii  animal^  is  become  absorbed  into  the  system,  and 
J^iffqiflQ^  iU4^ciiiG  effect.  .Presuming  tikis  to  be -the 
•M^r  wll^t  advantage  is  likely  to  be  derived  fromtlie  ap- 
-pliqatioaof  cjqy^/>ii^  g/iisac^y  tOaq  micht  as  weU  «l>pl(y  cafH 
.j)t»g  glares  over  me  njm  df  a  cbHa  Hioculatea  for  the* 
small-pox,  with  an  intention  of  checking  or  renewing  the 
^ruptioo  and  fever  when  they  have  made  .their  appearance. 
The  aoplioiation  of  powerful  cttfisiics,  vor  excision  of  the 
.^mediately  contiguwUB  ;4>arTs,   I  believo,  arc  .the  only 
Tremedtes  to  be  dopendet^  on,  in  the  [)jevenlion  f>f  V/y///ro- 
.j)hobia;  nor  is  iIrk  ,  tu  uiy  knowh  dge,  any  ease  o  i  re- 
cord of  their  h;iviii^  failed  ot"  pri)ducing  that  eft'ect,  when 
•extensively  uad  properly  .^ipplied ;  and  la  u  case  which 
'    *  V  i  3  came 
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4dd  Walker,  om  P'auioUli^lt. 

^  came  under  my  care  upwards  of  tin  re  years  ago,  I  appFicd 
caustic  with  success,  notwithstanding  my  patient,  for  a 
long  time,  laboured  under  the  most  dreadful  apprehcnsioa^ 
for  the  consequences;  the  aoimal  (pointer  dog)  too,  in  tbii 
Ctt$e,  exhibited  tbe  tttosi  oaequivocal  symplonis  of  tbc 
disease. 

'  The  best  kind  of  caustic*  and  nvhat  I  employed  io  tbe 
above  ca%e,  is  the  calx  cmm  kaii  pufo,  oommoQiy  tenaed 
lapis  infernal  IS. 

Most  of  the  animal  poisons  have  their  effects  upon  tlie 
system  weakened  by  t^e  internal  and  externa)  exhibitioji 
of  alkalis;  if  this  be  the  case'  with  the  pokom>U3  waitet 

Sroducing  hydrophobia,  we  might  be  led  to  expect  a 
oable  effect  from,  the  alkali  contained  in  the  ibaie 
.  caustic 

I  cannot  close  my  remarks  without  stating  a  surprising 
.fact»  veil  known  to  many  practitioneesy-  viz.  that  it  is  hut 
uncommon  for  the  wounds  inflicted  bv  a  mad  mnmmit  to 
heal  as  kindly  as  similar  wounds  from  an  animal  ia 
health;,  yet  the  disease  at, length  has  bc«n  producid^ 
sometimes  after  a  lapse  of  several  montha  from  the  ae-  > 
cident:  this  shows  us  how  fallacious  tbe  role  ia,  whacfa  1 
know  to  have  been  practised,  of  determining  upon  the 
nature  of  the  ease  from  its  rapid  or  tardy  progress  t^* 
wards  healing ;  it  also  eives  us  confidence  in  a  practice« 
which  may  &  successful  in  preventing  the  disease  aleag 
time  after  the  accident  has  been  received* 

■ 

I  am.  Sit, 

Tavittoeh  lUm,  Caveat  Garden,  Oct.  7, 1804,    EGBERT  LOW  £« 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Loudoo. 

■ 

•    •     .  ■  II 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Medkal  and  PIi ysictU  Journatt 
Gentlemen, 

Though  not  feeling  any  symptom  of  tlie  eatodba 
tcribfudi,  but  .rather  wishing  to  have  done  with  tfa<  oocup}- 
ing  of  so  many  of  tlie  pa^es  of  your  valuable  Jownal,  Imtf 
month , to  month,  I  yet  find  imposed  on,  me  tbe  tans  of 
Ukiog  up  the  ptfii*  John  Ring,  tha  iwiftfatigabk  cban^ 

•    ■  pioa 
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piun  of  vacciobition,  says,  in  your  nnmT^or,  (p.  356) 
that  the  varioluus  jnisiule,  cxcitt-d  bv  iiiucuiaiion,  docs  not 
break  into  a  number  of  pustules.  lie  mav  be  perfeetly 
rierlit  in  this  assertion,  yet  I  cannot  In  Ip  fhiukiii^s  tli;it 
in  f}»e  irre^nlarly  formed  vesiele  running  on  to  a  ron- 
sidtrable  extent  under  tin-  euticle,  and  at  length  break- 
ing, T  bavr  «icpn  the  bouree  of  those  vesteles  elose  by  the 
inorulated  part,  wliicl),  be  say*j,  are  secondary  pustules, 
Ot  the  pestilential  variola,  now  aboot  to  take  its  departure 
from  the  world,  what  were  the  loeal  ejects  when  nnder 
controul  by  inoeulation  I  The  followiiig  statement  of 
them  from  Woodville's  Keports,  in/daces  me  to  think  that 
I  have  not  been  quite  mistakcii  in  the  notion  that  the 
Tarioloas  pock  breaks  into  a  nombcr  of  distinct  resi* 
irles. 

**  Id  cases  wherein  inoculation  of  the  small-pox  proves 
effoctaaJy  a  small  particle  of  variolous  miltter  being  applied 
by  a  superficial  pnnctnrc  of  the  skin,  usoally  proonces  in 
the  course  of .  tbreo  or  four  days,  or  sooner,  a  little  ekta- 
lion  of  the  j)unctared  part»  discorerable  by  the  touchy  and 
a  red  speck  distingnishable  by  the  eye.  I^om  this  time 
the  redness  advances  in  a  circular  form,  more  or  less  rapid- 
ly, According  to  the  constitntional  ctrcunistaiices  of  fhe 
patient;  and  the  first  effect  of  this  snperficial  inflammation 
IS  the  formation  of  a  vesiele  upon  its  eentre,  whieh  usually 
appt  ars  between  the  fourth  and  seventh  day  aftrr  the  ino- 
culation. The  extent  of  this  vesicle  is  geni  i ;n!y  found  to 
bear  >oine  prcjportion  to  the  intensity  of  the  liillainniJUitMi, 
;uul  ioiiiaiu^  a  limj)id  ihiitl,  by  the  absorption  of  which, 
the  sniall-[)(^\'  is  produced.  The  vesiele  sooti  bursts,  and 
ti\e  eeuiral  part  of  the  puncline  bceomcs  depressed,  and 
often  of  a  dark  hue;  wbi<'h  appearances,  totrcUu  r  with  the 
marginal  intianimation,  eontiiuu*  to  increase  till  th(  erup- 
tive syuiptonjs  sul'-uii  ,  when  tin'  eilg<  s  <>F  the  depressed  p.irt 
bcgiu  to  swell  uitli  u  purulent  fluid,  aud  tlie  iiiHammaxion 
gradually  recede  s/* 

I'Vom  the  iinprwtanee  ivhielV'I  attaeh  to  wliat  come* 
from  the  pen  of  a  King  on  the  subject  of  vaeeiola, 
l^auL  particularly  induced  to  reply  to  him  in  d<^fenee  of 
the  removal  of  that  scab,  (p.  124:i)  on  the  tahii  of  mat- 
letj  which  is  sometiines  seen  in 'the  centre  oi^  ihc  pock, 
fcooi  its  most  incipient^  slace.  .  M  hat  he  calk  a  hazardous 
«atperiment  I  consider  m'  act  oH  the  most  wholesome 
wreeantion ;  i  am  etieii* 'Strongly  persaaded^  liiat  most  of 
four  nradera  w)mi  pvactise  TaceiolationK  mast  have  olVeu 
'  ]Pf4  uin 
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440.  pr.  iValket,  on  I'acciolatlon, 

vet  ifitb  the  geouine  ^tsiol^  >'liich  rcqi^irc^  ibis  pfccai« 
lioDi  and  that  thex.jnust  naturally  have  qs^fl  iuVxqja 
p.  30Sj  of  your  last  numbert  it  appears  to  h^v^^  tnpt.^ne  e;^  e 
of  Jenncr*  The  scakv  ^^tb  ''  tiie  perfect  vuc^pc  fluid  in 
A  rin^  around  it/  xoxk^i^  i  tbink«.  ha>»e  been  the  ppck  in 
que^ion.  It  is  viMformly  produced  on  the  application  of 
active  matte^  .by  such  insertion  of  the  .lancet  us  ^produces 
rather  incision^  im^ap  qf,  cp  tide  .gnly^  tba^j ,  literally^ 
pMncture,  .thojugh  he  rejjw  n  to  f^npfW  cpsc.  I  ^  . 

The  iugcfliou^  andK^frPj?4  p^P^^";  9/,  PhOo|ogos,  (p.  335) 
renders.it  unnecf^tsitfyjor.  9)f,tO|ady^i^  l^y  t^^vgiHt^ther 
in, defence  of  y4vc9ida|jn.:<^  tp  ^^ccina,  ,  VaccaB- 

v^ra  appears  io  n^e  ta«t^  t((e.  pr^)y.  co.rrect,  terp^  yet  pro» 
po^ed.  ^j;o)^vely.  0^  jtf.,^wiDj^  pnc  >vt)ril,  ^t  is  preferable 
to  JennerV  viiriola  vaccina,  it '  v)ira  be  a  more  precise, 
tcf.m  tiiap  the  diminutive  jV^ifio)a  Tor  the  j^qw  departing 
pestilence**  Till  this  Vst  cprrectiou,  (varaj  for  vanpla) 
whn  many  others,  shall  have  taken  place  in  medicai  lan« 
guage,  ii  uiay  be  best  for  the  sake  of  euphony,  and  because 
of  tlie  similitude  even  of  vacciola  to  the  long  adopted 
term  variola,  to  eontiuuc  to  speak  of  the  vateiotaior  with 
vacciolous  matter,  producing  true  vaeeiola  in  i*ubjecis 
which  have  never  yet  had  the  suiall-jpox.  If  a?  great  an 
e^ect  could  be  produced  on  the  constitution  by  sniall-pux 
inoculation  after  vacciola  as  is  frecpiently  produced  by  vnc* 
ciolation  after  the  small  po\,  wlu  tlier  had  naturally  or  by 
inoculation,  the  discovery  of  Jenner  would  have*  nevVr 
made  its  way  iu  the  world  a.s  It  bus  happily  done.  Of  mo* 
dical  men  and  others  I  know  many  who,  as  veil  myself, 
have  l>y  dc-^ign  vac  l  iolated  tlieniselves  ailei  the  >mali-|)OX. 
1  kunw  some  others,  bulb  nu  n  aiul  \\,om,en,  who  Kave  been 
vaeeioiated  by  accident,  and  wbo,  according  to  tl^e  seat  of 
the  wound,  have  been  much  alfeciid  wjtl)  yerNi^'^il,  axillar, 
do;  sal,  Ijumbav,  qv  juguf^Jal  .tpVA^*4U.stiw»**^/rt4iirft^]^^^^ 

puin^.  .    .  ,    .    ,  *  . 

It  happens  lo  me,  somclimi'S  iVcqnenlly  In  tjie  course  of ' 
a  .niuuth,  that,  pat^i^f^  broifisbL  j^ft^H^jl^a  we^^ 


imght  t^ve'it  All  Ht9cbi«ijftniMle'«is friiMlfiH  iMi  ip^kkiMilll' 
tana  by  ^aVioftv-^uit.'l^hoiflJaiKuiiieis  «f  .liM«e4lPaMMit«nB(||^M^ 

not  n  sui^  term,  be  |K>?^)ra^i^ra  i^  t^o  or  d^ree  .^Uabl|*s^j|Mii^  {H) 
k  jrrtda  r«ra,  or  vara  hi/rr^$,  and  sxpmo  imU^as  mu:^ 
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afVor  inoculation,  prcstMit  a  pock  jio  far  fidvanced,  and  with 
so  still ned  and  even  crustaccons  a  kind  ot'  siH'taoe,  that  I 
immediately  hesitate,  and  decline  takin«;  ttn.'  inaiu'r.  On 
hiqjiiiy  I  find,  that  the  puticnt  Ii^s,  at  dillV-rctit  tiiius,  been 
hi  the  way  of  the*  saiall-|>o.\,  though  he  did  not  know  that 
he  had  ever  hml  it;  or  that  wlieh  an  infant,  he  had  a  lew 
spots  which  the  relations  took  for  ehiekeii-pox  or  swine- 
pox, but  which  the  efleet  of  vaeciolation  (inoculation  of 
vaceiolous  matter)  s!ie\vs  uie  at  once  to  l«ive  been  the 
small-pox.  Tiicse  ditier^nt  eri\ptixyns  have  often  been 
mistaken  for  each  otlV^r. ' 'It  \vl!P  be  w-eli  iF  those  medical 
gentlemen,  nninefous^  atid  '^F  iinqne^tionable  t;haracter, 
who  have  iiudertaken\i)  iilvestipf^U^?  the  ease  m  FuIIwood't 
lienis,  pa^  584,  Si^pt.  (20,  fof  Which' your  yno, 
tem^wtr'^  h  vory  exact)  be  able  to  make  accurate  discrimi- 
natibnf  '  (9n  tile  seventh  evening  of  the  erifptioii  1  saw 
the.  .cii  1 1  ft,  and  by  candfe-ligfit  tt^Iarcd  it  to  fiavc  vetv  • 
much  thi  ap|5earatijce  t)f  k  iitiirkcd  ciMf(i  ijyl*  small^pOfX. 
AlpbVsjcUif  bfesfc'nt,!  W  report  rtieeis  th'cpiibi*- 

lui;4fiii>  r^^i^*fcal^eiteht,  bade  a^^fiibhtW,  *»UJ^,'if  ifwa^' 
lipt  a  case  6'f  sti(&Un6x,  Irc  hid  hc'rer  8e^n  '^^W/•«t]ld*thtt^• 
he  should  ttot' wonder  .if  it  p^o'v-td/atial.   It  h  net  Wdn- 
d^rful  that  he  should  foriii  sncli  ixn  ^phiion  from  the  uh- * 
cdsli^ess'  6f  ibe  c^hild.    It  had  been  imich  reaj^ed  itr  its* 
craJrc  by  Witihiejoui  medictiJf  f  isitants,  and  innn^  Hrte^icle^  • 

beeb  pulictnrcd  for  tAdii^rfot  experiments. '  Hi^*tif^dk 
the  (ju^iition,  whet^ier  i'^id  tint  consider  it  to  He  RiW\l!-*pox. 
Though  verj^  lhuc^H''r6senibring  \ariola,  1  rc*'m**frkcd;  it 
n^tVht  yet;  be'  foiin,*  W'bfe  'V^Heella.  On  seeing  the  chMd  ' 
irmj^ni^g  atiout  Ihe  rttxt^inbi^tiih^,  (wimt  kind  ot"8mali-po3K 
Wil^  1^  the  'truptfdh'  on  the  face  in  a  state  of  desieca-* 
tipfiy'^e  yWicteit^n  iCii  b6dy  and  limbs  plnnit>  imd'ftiDi 
l^jan^'ljlf  the  sdm^'id'edlof  si  capability  of  hearing  pressure 
ai  a  Mftcih  V»f  itpe  grapei  br  thirrants-irould^d  declared  my 
fi|U  conviction  of  its  being  Tttricella.  A  physician  present 
9AidJ.roe  eruption'  tii'as  too  watery-  to'  the  smalKpox» 
So«^*  shfi^ns' declared  tlieht^elV^  ih6t«  strongly,  that -it 
vf^  ^ieken*pox.  A  few  days  afterwards,  I  accompanied 
PrrWoodviUe  lo  jce  the  case^  when^bcinij;  more  advanced , 
it  becamt;  proportional ly  more  obscure.  He  said,  on  the 
imxmI'ojdC  tBitt  if  ft  bitduld'^c^  itoulad.it|iy  W  the*4ma]1-pox 
cSd^-oocI^  in9Cu(aMo/i  ^Jaod .  ujftS^  V.  gPt>jI  ground  as 
tke  wkiiotti  I*  Su  Afl^iirfaan  j^app^ii^d'in  tl>^  course  of 
a  yeaf  tbfiC'nnwfnil  ^patkiilt  ^hai.  lootme*  lo<  the  hospital 
pprialded  wit^  jhc  V^uH-ttoXi  1rH<>  ^Jia8»p«?vlmwlT  gotie 
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through  the  viwrioloiift  inocukiticMi.*  Wheibeff  tbe  com* 
miHee  (illuded  to  will  be  able  to  satisfy  themselves,  oa*  only 
Ik)  puzzle  themselves  the  more  by  tbe  investigation  of  ihe 
ertects  of  the  series  of  inoculation  inbtitutcd,  tbe  coni- 
Mientcment  appears  to  have  been  nearly  as  legitiinate  as 
IS  possible,  iw  the  present  state  of  the  que^stioiu  If  the  first 
inoculation  pro<luce  sinall-pox,  with  its  most  (liioniwi  traiu 
»t  »iihse<jut  nt  ciisense,  bliiKlricss  or  deatii,  the  fatlier  of  the 
diild  wiH  i)w\y  to  rcprc^acli  himself,       he  liad  previ- 

otislv  s-vvarn  he  would  shoot  the  j)ra(  utioiicr,  if,  uiiiicr 
sf  n»!)!anee  of  inocnKiting  j>iuall-pox,  he  introduced  the 
filihy  eow-pock.  I  hone  every  member  of  the  coMiuiiitce, ' 
bi'tore  eoniin;?  to  a  Jeeision,  mnv  piMiist'  the  excellent 
jf>i?ptr  of  Miudonald,  the  sccuinl  article  of  your  V^i 
number.  In  the  uhikIs  of  many,  who  aiicsoy  most  ud« 
VaverinCfly  decide,  and  to  whom  I  must  appear  fidicaloos 
m  venturing  yet  to  doubt^  a  bceaming  hesitation  may  be 
l^odueed.  Hail,  VaceiolaF  H;iil{  Cieai'aes&  b^Ofigs  to 
thee.    Thou  hri>i  not  a  far  smuh  . 

John  King  comphiin'^,  that  a  certain  publication,  "  ready 
to  receive  and  circulate  anv  lie  that  is  fabricated  .I'^aiust 
Tjicci nation,"  refused  anmissiou  to  a  respect! ul  representa- 
tion ut  iLH  impropriety  of  admitting  anotvymous  auacivs  oa 
persons,  and  anouvmnus  reports  on  so  important  a  suhjccl 
«<iCow-poiE,   leekng  myself  somewhat  iuijpdkated  iu  the 

«ktr«ctioD 


*  Tliouch  tin?  (le^^liiratfoii  Wt  ofKHlc  mu«'t  alone  l>c  suffinent  to  pns 
vent  the  vaccioluus  iiirx^nlaticm  JnjiUi  fulliiigjnto  (iibrepuu%  if  Uic  fxuimiiufe 
shuU  at  learrth  Trud  tlutt  tl>e  ca:»e  uiuier  iuvei»tigatioii  have  lieeu  a  true  case 
OjTsiiwIl-pus,  yet  it  mtiy  be  weU  for  them  to  remember,  that  io  an  imtiliK 
^n  ' where  w>  many  thousands  bove  anmially  baea  inoinriate^  k  is  quite  a 
pcissilile  caae  that  a  mistake  migh;  h 

tiion  n>;iy  hnvr  l>een  tticoinplete.    Tlir  following  piece  of  egoism  wifl  be 
smiiLK  ui  apolocv  wUh  the  worfV  v  otiicers  of  tlu:  rto/Zv  orij:inf\l  puMir  \n^\i- 
Uiiiuji  at  \  avxiolutioo  fur  tiui  i  uuumg  the  idc^a.    Before  tlie  orgamsation  ot 
ibe  Roy^  Jenneriaii  Society,  lyptrte^  I,  had  grutuitoit8ljr.viecMNalwl  k i umI 
bundred^i  in  this  inerropnfis.   Since  my  electkmto their Caolral Hoait^  I 
late  had  the  htippines^i  of  bein^  tlie  iubtrunientoC]>lolPOtiBS  tivieeasmanj 
thoTisarid^.    Tlip  ollice  of  IU  sclent  IiK>rulatar,  in  one  inst^ince,  resemble 
tiiiir  of  prime  miai>ter  ;  lie  is  liable  to  become  a  pubhc  Itutr.    The  nrttrapts 
to  throw  inc  out,  did,  iit  the  beginning,  luduce  in  roe  sach  lutbit»  of  vi^dauce 
that  I  cannot  help  mmt  onnlSdentlj  tnisting,  that  the    tbotwandir  wn  m 
H'cure  fram  variola  as  vncciola  can  fvoder  tlitm;  of  fhe  oartaia  proiictirm 
of  the     hundreds,**  uiy  ho^  ia  not  quite  so  ardent   There  may  Iwuve 
o<v'nrred  an  instance  or  two,  where  I  may  have  taken  it  for  granted  tW  the 
vucc'tulation  waa  complete,  on  proof  more  equivocal  than  T  should  my 
x*oture  to  receive;  or  I  may  even  la  ha%be  have  noted  case^  as  <oai|i]t^^  1ft 

lbi»regist^,  frotatneniofy,  and  tliui  have  oQaunitted  fom«  vuscakei^ 
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^traction  of  mv  colleague,  I  offer  yoii  some  testimoiiiaU 
whu  li  art'  iioi  aiiunymoiis  ;  i  i?u[>p(».sp  that  tlie  lio"  has 
grouu  out  oi  the  which  arc  siiaicd  in  thcdocuuieni 
itom  V  alctte^  >  '  ' 

■ 

To  the  iNHABiiANxa  of  Malta. 

^'  Some  time  has  nowi^lapsed  since  Dr.  Marshal)  and  Dr» 
Walker  have  began  to  practice  the  Jennerian  iiik>culatinn 
in  Valettc,  and  experiments  bave  shewn  that  no  one  wlio 
bas  passed  through  tliat  dUease  is  al^rwards  cap<iblc  of 
taking  the  small-pox.  At  the  jnesent  moment,  two  childrea 
who  wefe  inoculated  J)r.  Marshaii  ate  ill  in  the  smaH<* 
|K>x  from  having,  previeudy  tu  their  inoculntiou  with  the 
i:ow-ppXf  been  exposed  to  the  infection  of  the  smalUpoXy 
whico>  M  the  time  of  tbair  being  inoculated  with  the  cow* 
fax,  was  in  the  body. 

in  one  of  the  children,  the  part  i^ioculated  with  the  fcow* 
pox  matter  never  in6iaiiied9  and  the  child  fvll  411'with  tlie 
ymall-pox  in  four  or  five  ilnys  ;  in  th/e  other»  the  inciseA 
part  inflamed,  and  proceeded  as  usual  till  the  sixth  day^ 
Vfaien  she  also  fell  ill  with  the  smalUpox.  These  two  cases> 
^bus  fairly  stated,,  shew  that  tbe^  must  bave  been  infecteA 
with  the  small-pox  at  least  rhree  or  four  days  [irevioiis  to 
being  inoculated  with  the  cow-pox  ;  one  of  them  never  in- 
flamed;^ the  other,  the  moment  the  sm»)]-pox  ki^pcaved, 
lbst4fs  mflammation  and  turned  to  common  matter. 

As  no  doubt  many  reports,  prtjiidical  to  the  Jennerian 
inoculation  may  be  spread  abroad  by  interested  people 
respecting  these  children,  it  is  thought  necessary  to  pub* 
lish  this  true  slatement  of  the  affair,  that  ihe  inhabitants 
may  be  upon  their  guard  against  all  such  reports,  and  ro 
assure  ihein,  that  it  is  impossible  lor  any  one  that  has  passed 
thioiiiih  the  irnc  cow-pox  ever  atlerwards  lo  be  iiilccted 
Willi  the  suicill-pox. 

l^rotomedico  LtlGI  CANEANA, 

11  Med,  di  Palazzo,  BU.  LUHLZO  CATTAIU" 

fititite^  M.  ar,  laoa 

"  General  Mein.       Foudroi/nnt,  Malfa,  7)^r.  9,  1800 

The  small-pox  having  made  its  appear.ince  on  board 
the  Alexander,  and  other  ships  in  the  fleet,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  thinks  it  nccessaiy  to  refer  the  respective  Captains 
po  the  general  memorandums  of  the  lf)th  October  last,  and 
Co  rc^i^mend  immediutc  application  to  Dr.  Marshall  and 
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Dr.  Walker,  whoBC  safe  and  excellent  mode  of  tfentment 
has  been  experienced  on  board  the  Foudroyant)  and  other 
ships,  in  prcveuling  ihe  dreadful  e<Teot^»  so  often  attending 
4he  sinall-pox,  which  may  now  so  easiiy^be' avoided  witAKMii 
tiftBger  or  inponvenienee.  • 

*/  By.pOj^pand  of  the- Vice-Admiral, 

*  "  Signed,  WiLU^M  YowiW* 
^  To  the  rttfttUtft XkpfaUA,  li^  b>l/./  ^ol  

These  are  to.  cenifyl  thaiit»DlintNaMhi4)'and*Whli<fr 
.tmveiadmtiiisiered  the*v«obiiiloii0oqlMotf«i»  toeh  .<if  ifhe 
«:i)ew^  p^i^l.Jiis  ]i^e^/ff6hfps» 'ttt]dei('m^coHridbiAtl^^ 
!GibrakaryMiiiorca>  Maka,.tlM:Boirt'a^fMantfofib«Htild'M 
iliecomstofBgypitiai'tiaithe  obpoit4ai«f>  al^d^irm  iMffMI 
fMibwiitutisitaitbeiopeiiatiM  l  HilfilheM/  fftiiltlMiclit^M 
manifested  .  tlic  g[c«'^tesi,^s^i^  the  extension  of  the 

BT¥!^?^  '^^^1^'^  tlie  most  unwearied  attention  to  its 
fuccessml  application,  and  bave^  according  to  the  infomi»> 
tion  I  have  received  from  •all  <^uarters>  exhibited  it  with 
perfect  success.  '  -  r— = 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  hoard  his  Majestv's  ship 
lbe,r^udroyant,  ia  tSc  Bay  of^^AJboukir,  ^i>ib  Marcli,  i8Pl. 

**  Catnp,  four  miles  from  Aicxandria,  Jpril  l\^JiBOh 

•    This  is  to  certify,  that  Ors,  MarsluiH'aa^^^ 
attended'  at  the  hospkal  at  Maltiu  4brthc  puipose  .^r^^^^^^ 
cQltvCirig'  the  respective  itrg^w^iife' of  Vtte  exp  U 
Egypt;  according  to  the  ^ii^m'micWol't^^^^^ 
inander  inXhiefi  Sir  Ralph  ABeV^^oailic^  '  dV  wImcIi 
tbfe  ^mall-pox  had  got  into  tlit^  'fleJr^'adtl  wiis' ^ry  hlal^ 
Dr.*  walker  aceompanicd  HijC  e:S:]peditibn/«'ifh  the  ap- 

r  in'  gene] 

  _  .^^-^ .  - . -3  .  _  /?lgC:>   9 ^  ! ^  V  rrp- 

pox,  those  soldiers  escftph^g*  it  it^htl  stibmitto^to  lM!4  (fpeiih 
ilon,  and'  doing  rtjeit^'dUtV  as  'iisual,  while  a  wHi 
neglected  ihe  op  |^rtiin1t>%  vkrc  laid' up. 

We  now  experiducc  li}i  'scrvicelB  in  anbtlier  wajy  he 
having  consented  to  be  ciss^ociatcdf  u'itli  the  surgeon  bt  the 
brigade  of^^scaiheii  oii  i\\6R'\'  jind  tVom  Sir  "Sydney  Smidi 
finding  it  necessary  to  ha^e  the  nrtehdancc  ot  the  surgeoti 
at*a  distance  from  the  camp,  the  medical  cafe  of  the  whole 
brigafk  i'alls  upou  him,  —  - 

^  Major 
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Major  General  Hutchinson  fo<»U  a  sincere  pleasure  in 
Tecoimikending  Drs.  MarsluiH  and  Walker  (for  their  inde- 
fatigable zeal  ia  tlie  service)  tu  his  Royal"  Highness  the 
Dube  of  York>  who  ever  takes  so  lively  an  interest  in  whu^ 
ever  renders  the  situation  of  the  soldier  comfortable* 

J/HEtt  riCtciiiNsoN,  Major  General-*^ 

In  noticiDg  (Med.  luid  ,Pbys.  ^Jt^urnii,  Jan.  1805)  the 
Temnoenition  granted  us  for  our  services,  so  bonourabNr 
cettiftod  or>  by  4he  fflbrddCekb;  I/mentioned  that  the  Ad- 
mirftltyllad  4V>t  yet  paidiioff'ithe  diilMincneiits  they  liad 

« ranted  |m.  i  To'.tbe  presiHit'<first  Lord* of  the  Admiralty  I 
ate  -madA  the  itpresetttitien^  •  and "  abmdy  'e^cperienced 
w(9m^  ffenerosityrfrem  bioiself.  .  t  hope  Aortly  to'  be  aklA 
ta^  addj  tbat.t^  has  obtajded  us  payment  from  the  bbard.- 

*•  '  »  •  '  Yours^  respcctt'ullv, 

JOHN  VV  ALKER;. 

i     •  •  #  ' 

To  the  Editors    tltc  Mtdical  aud  Pkyucal  Jourm£. 
Gbntlbxb!c> 

I  AM  sorry  to  sec  tli^t  Dr.  MacdoiuiK!,  in  his  observations 
on  Mr.  Gold>>on'.s  Pamphlet,  lias  coiinnitted  himself  ,by 
introducing  me,,,  as  hosiile  to  varciolation  :  1  cqucciv($ 
there  is  considerable  indelicacy  in  thus  attacking  a  per^ion, 
whose  sentiments  he  most  certainly  docs  not  knov..  i 
shlall  not  degrade  myself,  nor  the  character  at'  my  profes- 
sion, by  answering  nim  in  the  same  style  in  which  he  has 
cfiosen  tf)  use  my  name*;  1  tliink  it  sufiicieiit  forme  to 
Aiiiry^^  ^bat  the  conchision  he  has  drawn^  from  2>eeing 
niy  name  in  the  pamphlet  above  alluded  tp,  b  diametri- 
cally opposite  to  the  truth;  1  huwcvcr^,  qonfess,  |hat  i 
W^uid  rather  Dr«  Macdonald  shi>ul4.  be  \n  an  error^  thau 
f  an  enemy  to  the  new  practice,  pentlemen  should  sup- 
])ort  their  opinions  by  a  tempepte  relation  of  facts,  and 
l;air  dispa^iionate  argument,  an(|  ^ojaid.  on  every  occasion^ 
let  the  diflference  in. their  sentipiepts )Hr  ^v^i.sa  great>  treat 
each  other  with  becoming  rjespeet^i 

9 

*  See  Lradoo  UdUaJ  aad  PlnMl  Joarnai  IbrOdsber,  |iifes314* 
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440         Mr.  Ring,  m  ike  Cnse  «f  Kemingion* 

By  giving  tbts  letter  a  place  in  your  Joamal  for  the  en* 
9ring  monthj  you  wlH  greatljr  oblige^ 

Yonrs,  8cc. 

^^9^  1804.  SAMUEL  UILU 

Surgeon,  of  Queen  Street,  Town  of  Porbca. 
aud  Surgeon  iu  the  Royal  Navy. 


Tatlic  Editors  of  the  Medical  a7id  Phj^/kalJoumaL 

In'  your  last  number  T  gave  some  account  of  a  case  which 
lately  occurFcd  at  Kensington^  I  there  intimated,  iliai 
Hn  MerrimaD  of  thtit^Iace,  who,  it  was  preteoded,  couM 
atlMt  the  faets^  wm  not  sufncienily  acquainted  with  the 
case  to  be  a  witness.  It  has  been  represented  to  me^  that 
the  concise  manner  iu  which  i  ejcpmsied  my  sentiaeai^* 
might  gave  rise  to  misconceptions:  I  tfadrelore requested 
Mr.  Merrtman  to  favour  mc  with  an  account  of  what  ba 
knows  of  the  CAse^  that  I  might  insert  it  in  yonr  Joumalf 
In  consequence  of  this  application,  I  received  the  follow^ 
ing  statement. 

**  I  have  not  seen  the  Review;  nor  did  I  ever  hear  that 
any  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  case ;  mnch  less  thai 
my  name  had  been  nifide  use  of  in  so  un\\  ;irj  antable  a 
manner;  or  I  shoulii  iiave  insisted  on  the  l^ditors  of  that 
pubhciition  contradicting  tiiat  pari  of  tlic  account,  wliich 
rehites  10  mv  attestini'  the  I'act  ol'  l.hc  child  haviiiix  had 
die  cosv-pork  in  a  rcG^uLir  maimer.  My  attestatiou  caq 
go  no  farther  than  an  to  the  smali-pox." 

I  huvo  also  received  a  ^tntrm-  rjt  from  ^Tr.  Cockle  and 
Mr.  FaithuriK^;  in  which  liicv  dcciare,  tiiat  rc/icn  partial'* 
larly  ////rs7/o;/t'f/ concerning  tlic  scab  on  the  child*  arm, 
after  the  prctciidcci  cow-poek,  Mr.  Meredith  pmiivdif 
ajjirmcd  it  juver  turned  hlaek,  vor  curt  dark. 

In  one  respect,  tiie  Kensington  case  resembles  that  in 
i'lilUvood'.s  Kcnts.  It  is  easy  to  prove  the  child  had  the 
siiiiill-pox:  the  only  diihcnlty  is,  to  prove  that  it  ever 
had  the  genuine  cqn-^pock. 

lam,  kc. 

Xcm  Strrtt,  Hanover  S^vurt,  JOHN  KiNG, 
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2  d  Uu  Eduors  of  ifie  Mtdical  und  Physical  Jounml.' 

G£NTLEJi&ll> 

In  yom  J  Oil  null  for  May,  180.%  yon  have  given  some  # 
account  uF  the  ii»tr<jclnciioii  of  vaccine  inucuiiition  into 
Gfi^^cr,  and  several  parts  of  Asia;  mi  account  of  its  in«« 
traduction    into   Turkey    had   bten   given   long  before* 
Havina:  about  ten  months  ago  received  from  Dr.  De  Carro 
a  work,  entitled  the  History  of  Vaccination  in  Turkey, 
Greece,  and  the  East  Iniries,  I  exq brace  the  eailiest  oppor- 
tUDit^  affarded  by  other  avocations,  of  transmitting  « 
CQACise  analj«ift  of  that  valuable  and  interestiDg  ptibhca>^ 
tion.    Itt  h,  indeed,  particularly  interesting  to  Britonsy' 
Moce  it  cootaiDS  additidnal  evidence,' that  tlu  ir  country 
wen  have  been  the  happy  tDStruinents  of  diffastag  tlie 
blessings  of  V«€cinatioo  over  a  considerable  part  of  tbr 
globe. 

Br«  De  Ourro'dedieatod  his  first  publication  on  this  sub- 
ject to  Lord  Minto^  at  that  tiine  the  British  Ambossa-r 
dar  at  the  CcMirt  of  Vienna  $  the  present  he  dedicates  to- 
tbe  Hon.  Arthur  Paget.  Theste  narks  of  respect  he  con** 
sidered  as  dae  to  the  Britii^h  Nation  ^  the  first,  because  it» 
relates  to  a  discovery,  for  which  the  world  is  indebted  to 
thj^  laation ;  the  second,  beeaase  it  relates  to  a  quarter  o9 
the  World,  in  which  she  has  so  far  extended  her  empire, 
aod  the  glory  of  her  arms. 

J)r.  Dc  Carro  observes,  that,  wlieiher  owing  to  the  s\  ant 
of  a  good  undcrstaiichcTg  between  the  foreign  pbysieiaii* 
settled  at  Const;\urino[)Ie,  or  to  liie  clifficulty  of  making 
the  Turks  seuMuie  of  tin;  advantages  of  vaccination;  the 
first  successful  experiment,  in  the  family  of  f.ord  El£!;in, 
did  not  produce  so  much  effeet  as  mipht  have  been  ex- 
pected. The  practice  was  u  ^Katedly  discontinued,  and 
only  renewed  bv  the  arrival  of  fresh  matter,  till  it  wa* 
Sidopted  by  Dr.  Hesse,  a  (iermiui  plivsician. 

This  gentlemao  went  to  Constantinople,  wiili  the  in- 
tention of  settling  tiicrc  as  an  oculist;  but  was  on  the 
point  of  quitting  Turkey  when  be  received  from  V  ienna 
tome  cow-pock  matter;  which  induced  him  to  alter  his 
^lan,  tbkiking  it  probable  that  he  might  succeed  better 
from  the  practice  of  vaccination,  than  from  tlie  professioif 
of  an  occuist. 

The  first  child  of  tbe  Earl  of  Elgin  was  vaccinaled  by 
Dr.  AVhyie^  the  second  by  Dr.  Scot.  l'h«se  gentlefflem 
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also  vaccinated  sonic  children  in  the  fiimilics  of  Ainhassa« 
dors,  and  oilier  foreigners  ot  dibUnction ;  but  thej  were 
not  ublc  10  overcome  the  prejudice  of  the  natives.  This 
was  in  a  great  measure  reserved  for  Dr,  lieiise,  wiio  suc- 
cessfully practiced  vaccination  in  Constantinople  for  the 
^ace  of  a  yenr  and  a  half. 

In  the  niontli  of  Miirch,  ISOC,  tlic  Karl  and  ConntCjs 
of  lllni:!^  ;ujd  J)r.  Scot,  sailed  from  runstantinopic,  with 
au  intention  ot  nuikinc^  i  vovage  to  the  Islauus  of  thr 
Archipelago,  and  tlu  i^rraUr  part  of  Grerrr.  T>jjnDg 
their  absence,  vaccinal  on  was  practiced  hx  i>r.  llrssr. 
Dr.  Paszont,  ph^'sician  to  the  Spanish  Am imssfidor,  and 
Dr.  Auban,  physician  to  the  1^'rench  Ambassador :  but  on 
the  departare  of  Dr.  Uesae,  it  waa  saffered  to  becooie 
axtinct. 

«*  Oar  voyager*,**  says  Dr.  De  Carro,  did  not  neglect 
vaccination  during  their  stay  in  those  celebrated  coun- 
tries." The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  wbidi  bt 
teceived  from  Dr.  Scot  on  this  subject. 
'  Yoa  will  be  much  pleased  to  hear^  that  the  hlessing  of 
vaccination  bas  been  comnunicated  to  the  celebrated  city 
of  Athens,  where  we  have  stayed  a  long  time  ;  and  thtt 
it  is  (nrobable,  it  will  thence  propagate  itself  tbroagb  tiw 
different  parts  of  Greece. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival^  I  sent  for  Dr.  Cassgittif 
the  principal  physician  of  Athens;  and,  having  conversed 
urith  him  concerning  the  origin  and  the  character  of  vac* 
cination,  I  vaccinated  two  children  in  his  presence^  aid 
succeeded  in  one  of  them.  This  child  served  to  vaccinate 
a  great  number ;  and  at  the  time  of  our  departure,  more 
tiian  eighty  persons,  of  all  ages,  had  been  vaccioaled 
vtth  the  usual  soccess.  Dr.  Ca«$gitti  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a  judicious  and  active  physioian  \  I  made  bim  a  piesent 
of  a  copy-  of  your  work. 

.  I  also  spoke  to  the  principal  sngeons  of  Argos,  Cofintb, 
and  other  celebrated  cities,  on  the  subject  of  vacchm- 
tion ;  and  although  they  have  still  some  prejudices  to  eou* 
qner,  I  doubt  not  but'its  advantages  will  tie  very  gene- 
rally acknowledged  in  Greece^  as  well  as  every  whcft 
else.' 

^  But  while  I  inform  yon  of  all  that  we  have  deiae  dar* 

ing  our  voyage,  you  will  be  surprised  to  learn,  diat  they 
have  ceased  to  propagate  vaccination  at  Conataoliao^e. 
Dr.  Hesse,  who  was  the  principal  vaccinator,  being  woof 
to  leave  that  country,  ueglecieU  to  kec^  up  a  fre^h  supply 
af  matter,  /  ,  Wii..  Scott? 
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.  In  additioin  to  this  account  of  the  introduction  of  vac- 
cine inoculation  into  Greece,  Dr.  Scot  lumself^  when 
£ngland»  favoured  me  with  the  following  particulars. 

Ott  his  arrival  at  Athens^  in  April  .18()2,  he  bad  some 
.coTnrrsation  with  Dr.  Cassgitti^  ^trho  was  educated  at 
Pa  via.  The  iittle  he  icDj^w  of  Tacpi  nation  was  from  the 
.literary  Journals.  No  iuqh  dilfease  in  cows  bad  been  ob-> 
served  in  tliat  country;  ' 

The  Athenians^  vhbj^  notwithstanding  their  present  state  Of 
subjection,  still  retain  somethftig  of  the  quIcK  and  penetra« 
ting  spirit  of  their  ancestors,  were  so  strrfck  with  the  miid 
.nature  of  the  cow-poclf/^  w)uln  cohipared  with  the  ;sni^n'' 
pokt  that  they  eagerly  brought  their  children  to  f^art^iK^ 
of  the  benefit.  Fresh  matter,  with  instructions,  was  scht 
to  Thebes,  Corinth,  Argos^  and  other  places ;  for  the  re- 
sult of  which,  as  well  as  the  progress  of  vaccination  in 
Liiconia,  he  refencd  me  to  a  ktui  he  had  received  froifi 
Dr.  Cassgitti,  which  is  now  in  m  v  pu3s<  ^ioii.  '  ' 

In  this  letter,  dated  October  180-1,  Dr.  Cascritti  informs 
Dr.  Scott,  that  he  had  no  i]i>)i*e  subjects  to  inoculate.  He 
-^also  ^ivLS  an  account  of  liic  pro^rcj>s»  ui  vaccination  in 
diliei cut  parts  of  Greece.  '      '  ' 

A  brotiier  of  Dr.  Cassgitti,  having  introduced  vaccina- 
tion into  some  of  the  country  parts  of  LacoDia,  where 
tTie  smali-pox  inade  great  ravages,  was  induced  to  set  a 
t/rice  oil  it,  in  order  to  reimburse  liimself  for  the  e\'[)e'ice3 
be  had  incurreci ;  but  the  artful  inhabitants,  tiiou^b  rich 
to  an  excess,  commenced  the  practice  iheaiscives;  and 
prppagated  it  from  one  village  to  another,  in  uch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  practitioner  who  introduced  Uiis  novelt^^ 
sdon  discoveren  he  wai  no^  longer  of  any  consequence  m 
that  peiglibourhood. 

In  my  Treatise  on  the  Cow-pox  I  have  related  some  par- 
ticulars coDcerning  the  introduction  of  the  practice  into 
Salonica;  and  therefore  deem  it  unneccTsarv  to  repeat 
thenr  here.  Dr.  La  Font  informed  Dr.  De  Carro,  *'that 
he  esteetoicd  hinfself  very  h^ppy  in  having  it  in  his  power 
to  ^ay  the  City  of  Salonica  the  tribute  of  ackoowledfl;- 
-itteflrtj  which  the  world  owed  her/  for  having  been  the 
birth-pUce  of  the  old  woman  who^  practised  inoculatioa  - 
At'Constantinople,  when  she  att/actied  the  attention  of  the 
celebrated  Laay  Mary  Wortley  Montague/* 

llie  matter '  which  Dr.  Xa  Font  rec$!tved  from  I)r«  De 
'C^rro  npon  ivory  lancets,  readily  succeeded  ;  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Salonfc=a  adopted  vaccinatiofi  with  an  eager- 
nesa  worthy  of  the  most  enlightened  peopU*    Turks,  Ar- 

(  No.  61).  )  Gg  nicniana. 
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menmnsi  Greeks^  Franks,  all  had  recourse  to  this  pre- 
^enrative;  and  the  inhabhants  of  the  neighbouring  town;, 
wishing  to  enju}  the  same  blessing,  Dr.  La  Font  instructed 
pupils,  in  order  to  spread  the  practice. 

Dr.  Moreschi  of  Venice,  who  first  introduced  Taccina- 
tiO!i  into  that  city  and  a  great  part  of  Italy,  and  published 
two  works  on  the  subject,  also  had  a  considerable  share 
in  (lisseminatiiiix  the  practice  throni^h  Dahnatia  and  otlicr 
provinces,  situatrcl  on  the  Adriatic;  and  through  the 
greaU.»st  part  of  (jiceee. 

Dr.  Hesse  is  said  to  haVr  been  the  principal  inoculator 
of  the  cuvv-pock  at  ( 'oii^uinniujple ;  but  several  other  phy- 
sicians contributed  to  the  j^ame  laudable  design.  Am(Mifj 
others,  T>r.  Roiui,  physician  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  printed 
an  (  x tract  frfHU  Dr.  l)e  Carre's  Trf  arise  on  the  suhject, 
tran>liilt'd  into  the  Turkish  lani^uauf,  and  prebt^nied  it  to 
his  llighiic.-^s  ^^'ho  liad  sutlcrcd  nnich  from  tlie  sniali-pox. 
Ht?  e.vpressed  his  reiz;n'L  that  the  diseuvcry  had  not  bci'H 
made  in  his  youth  ;  and  desired  it  niiglit  l)e  adopted  in 
his  territories.  Dr.  Koini  vaccinated  a  child  of  one  of  flK 
servants  in  the  Seraglio ;  but  the  Turks,  who  arc  always 
enemies  to  ionovations^  did  not  embrace  vaccination  with 
any  degree  of  zeal :  so  that  the  practice  again  fell  into 
disuse. 

It  was  ac^ain  revived  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1803; 
nrhen  Dr.  Auban,  physician  to  the  Trench  Ambassados 
wrote  to  Dr.  Dc  Carro  for  some  matter ;  and  informed  him, 
that  more  than  a  hundred  persons,  of  ditlereot  nations  and 
religions,  waited  with  impatience  for  the  arrival  of  this 
preservative.  He  added,  that  up  to  this  period  he  had 
only  vaccinated  one  child  of  any  Turk ;  but  that  among 
those  ready  to  undergo  die  operation,  were  three  childreu 
of  the  first  physician  of  the  Grand  Seignior, 

At  the  same  time  Dr.  Dc  Carro  received  a  letter  from 
the  Earl  of  l^lgin,  requesting  mrtter  for  his  third  child; 
the  success  of  which  may  he  fearned  from  the  following 
extract  oF  a  letter,  which  1  received  from  Dt.  Scot  when 
in  Lug  land,  dated  Octuhur  30,  ISO,]. 

1  often  eoiiversed  with  Dr.  lioini,  jihysician  to  the 
Grand  Seignior,  upon  ilie  salutary  intiut-nee  (;>f  vaecinc 
inoculation  :  and  the  ni'!nl)er  of  lives  that  mi^ht  be  saved, 
if  il  wvii-  generally  adopted  in  the  Turkish  empire.  1 
iuiuul  hini  zealous  tu  promote  its  pro<^r(^ss ;  he  reconi- 
nicnded  it  stron?^^/  to  .several  of  the  prfncipaimcn  in  power. 

*^  As  a  liM!(^  UhcU  pul dished  at  Pale-rmo,  by  Dr.  Mar- 
shall, appcirrcd  lu  me  well  adapunl  to  popular  use,  I  gave 
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him  a  copy  of  it;  which  he  got  trauslared  into  tiie  Turkish 
language.  But  notvvithstaijcliiii^  all  the  care  taken  to  eu- 
couriigc  vaccination  at  Constantinople;  either  from  neglect^ 
or  want  of  opportunity,  it  had  fallen  into  disuse;  unil, 
upon  my  return  thitheo  in  October  1302j  no  matter  could 
be  procured. 

"  I  was,  therefore,  und^r  the  necessity  of  sending  to 
pr*  De  Carro  at  Vienna  for  a  supply.  After  some  failures^ 
it  was  renewed  last  January,  in  the  son  of  the  Prussian 
Mipistcr^  and  in  Lady  Harriet  tfruce,  second  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  £l^in.  Uecent  matter  was  thereby  afforded  to 
different  practitioners;  and,  among  others,  to  pr.  Auban." 

This  is  the  gentleman  who  flattered  himself,  that  he  had 
discovered  vaccination  to  be  an  antidote  for  the  plague. 
Dr.  ValUj  who  arrived  at  G)nstantinople  about  thut  time, 
coincided  in  his  opinion  ;  and  was  so  far  convinced  of  the 
reality  uf  this  hypothesis,  that  he  inoculated  himself  with 
pestilential  matter;  but  he  paid  dearly  for  his  temerity,  by 
catching  the  plagpe,  whicu  be  did  not  survive  without 
some  difficulty. 

Dr.  Auban  informed  Dr.  De  Carro,  that  the  Armenians 
have  much  c;reater  confidence  in  Vaccination  than  the 
Turks.  Eui  iui  ignorant  practitioner  has  damped  their  ;ir- 
doui\,  by  producing  the  spurious  pock  in  tliree  of  theu* 
cliildren  ;  one  of  wlujin  Tell  a  victiui  tli;>t  disease, 
lieiiut  the  opinion  of"  l)r  Aubaii,  that  cow-pock  matter 
possessed  an  anti-pestilential  virtue,  though  visionary,  was 
not  without  its  use ;  for  it  bi  rved  to  n  vivc  the  practice  ; 
and  tlie  Turks,  who  had  rejected  vaccination  as  an  antidote 
for  the  small-pox,  adopted  it  os  an  antidote  for  the  plague. 

Dr.  Valli  is  recovered  of  thi^i  disease,  and  Dr.  De  Carro 
iniuruied  me  in  bis  last  letter,  that  be  bad  seea  him  at 
Vienna, 

Dr.  De  Carro  is  of  opinion,  that  the  zeal  of  our  country- 
men in  Asia,  and  pt  the  natives,  for  vaccination,  should 
make  those  practitioners  in  England  blush,  who  still  ino- 
culate for  th^  small-pox.  He  is  confident,  that  no  chil- 
dren have  been  inoculated  fpr  the  small-pox  in  any  part  of 
Germany  for  two  years  past.  He  says,  the  operation  is 
absolutely  forgotten;  ana  thinks  it  asdiflicult  to  find  pati^ 
ents  who  would  submit  to  tbie  operation,  as  nxedic^l  men 
who  would  perform  it. 

Having  sent  Dr.  De  Carro  a  copy  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Warren's  excellent  popular  publication  on  the  subject  of 
inoculation  of  the  coii^'-pock,  he  informed  me  that  they 
have  iuDuweri^ble  ^d^rcsiti^  of  this  kind  in  Germany,  pub^ 

'658  lisb^ 
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lulled  by  clergymen  of  all  ranks;  and^  that  ahliotigb  A^jr 
are  in  a  great  measure  a  copy  of  each  oth^r^  they  have 
'been  of  great  service  to  those  for  whose  use  they  ircre 
intended.   This  is  an  example  worthy  of  imitation. 

Dr.  De  Carro  enjoys  the  enviable  satisfaction  of  having 
diffused  the  blessing  of  vaccination  through  a  great  part 
of  the  continents  of  Euihope  and  Asia*  This  cotmtry  Is 
'  peculiarly  indebted  to  him,  for  the  introduction  of' the 
practice  into  her  extensive  colonies  in  the  East  Indies;  and 
the  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  appear  to  be 
.sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  service. 

An  account  of  ttic  commencement  and  progress  of  vac- 
cinaiion  in  India  has  already  appeared  in  this  and  other 
cliJiimL'ls.  riie  niatltr  was  j>eiit  by  an  overland  dispatch, 
by  way  of  Cunstantinuple,  to  Bagdad;  where  it  sueeeeded 
in  the  hands  ot'Dr.Short,  physician  lo  Mr.  Jones,  iht;  Eng- 
lish Resident.  From  tins  phiee  it  was  transnntted  to  Bus- 
sora,  wliere  it  succeeded  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Mihie^  physi- 
rian  to  Mr.  Maiiesty,  the  English  Resident.  Prom  tbii 
place  it  was  transmitted  to  Bombay. 

Suine  particulars  of  tlic  rise  and  progress  of  vaccination 
in  India  iiave  already  appeared  in  this  and  other  cbunncls. 
In  that  part  of  the  world,  the  small-pox  is  more  fatal,  ami 
population  more  scanty.  It  is,  however_,  but  justice  to  our 
countrymen  in  India  to  say,  that  their  Zealand  exertions 
have  been  commensurate  with  tlie  occasion. 

Dr.  Milne  not  oidy  forwarded  matter  to  Bombay,  but 
also  to  Persia  and  Arabia.  I  shall  here  insert  a  very  in- 
teresting extract  of  one  of  his  letters  to  Dr.  Scot,  dated 
May  lii02|  which  was  commumcated  by  that  gentlemao  to 
lue. 

"  Within  the  last  month  I  have  inoculated  upwards  of 

thirty  subjects  of  different  ages;  and  have  both  transmitted 

jnatter  by,  and  vaccinated,  several  people  belonging  ta 

three  ditFerent  vessels,  which  have  been'  dispatched  h^iee 

for  Bombajr*   I  have  also  sent  materiala  into  Persia,'  by 

the  way  of  Bushire ;  and  furnished  the  means  of  ioocala- 

lion  to  the  Resident  at  Muscst. 

I'hc  postscript  of  your  letterj  stating  that  the  commoa 

<]isenses  of  children  have  been  benefited  by  vaccine  iaoco* 

lation,  has  added  much  confidence  to  the  opinion 

formed  of  its  salutary  action,  from  reading  Dr.  Jentfei'* 

book.    I  have  therefore  never  hesitated  to  inoculate  every 

person  that  has  been  brought  to  me;  and  have  the  pleasure 

to  stale,  that  a  child  who  iKitl  hcen  u  long  time  subject  ta 

kill  iiitcraiiUeat  attack,  accomuaiiicd  fv  itli  a  drop<»ical  swett- 
'  '       .  *  *  ing 
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nig  of  the  bell  J,  has  been  complete  Iv  cured  by  yaccioa- 
cioB.  This  case,  with  some  others,  1  nave  drawn  np^  anc| 
■sent  to  hirlia." 

From  Dr«  j!4ilne's  letter,  and  from  Dr.  De  Carrots  publi- 
cation, it  appears^  that  the  British  Residents,  and  medical 
officers  nt  Bagdad  and  Bussora,  vie  with  the  governors 
and  medical  establishment  in  India,  in  their  endeavours  to 
promore  vaccination. 

Dr»  Oe  Carro's  work  is  published  in  French ;  he  is  about 
to  publish  another  edition  in  the  German  language;  in 
which  an  account  of  vaccination  in  Moldavia  will  be 
added.  The  Hospodar  of  Moldavia  has  sent  him  a  present 
of  a  very  l)andson)e  Indian  shawl,  iu  return  lor  his  Trea* 
tise. 

A  p.  extract,  whicli  I  some  time  aero  published  in  this 
Jovirtial  ivoin  Dr.  De  Carro's  work  now  under  cotisidcra- 
tion,  and  luLtcrs  which  I  have  siiK  e  received  froui  hi  in, 
concur  ill  provinir,  that  the  liy[)otlioM^  oi'  an  aiiii-pestilcn- 
tial  virtue  in  va(  caiaUcu  mav  bu  <  ousidered  ns  fKTteelly 
exploded.  Dr.  Sunvf  of  Gorlitz,  tcmdly  imai^niud  that  h^ 
had  found  the  prat  iice  a  preservative  against  the  scarla- 
iina^  but  tliis  opinion^  as  well  as  tltat  once  entertained  by 
some  persons  in  England  and  France,  ot*  its  being  a  prc- 
fervative  a^aiust  tin;  hooping-cough^  is  totally  destitute  ojF 
foundation. 

la  tiie  Bombay  Gazette  for  July  2,  1902,  is  a  letter  from 
Drs.  Moir  and  11.  Scott,  giving  an  account  of  the  intro* 
duction  of  vaceination  into  India;  and  accurately  describ- 
ing the  vaccine  vesicle  as  it  appears  there.  By  this  dcr 
scriptiony  it  is  evidently  of  the  genuine  kind.  Due  ncv 
knowledgmcnts  are  also  made  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  Earl  of  Eigiii  and  Dr.  De  Carro;  to  whom  the  pobH6 
are  undec  great  obligations  for  transmitting  the  virus  to 
India* 

Dr.  De  Carro  alludes  to  the  case  of  Count  Mottet, 
which  is  well  known  in  the  annals  of  vaccination;  and 
observes,  that  the  physicians  of  Bombay  entertain  a  more 
correct  opinion  ol  the  nature  of  this  case,  than  the  gene* 
rality  of  medical  men  in  Europe ;  who  think  that  a  persoii 
who  has  had  the  siuall-pox  cannot  have  the  genuine  cow* 
po^k.  Dr.  De  Carro  adntits  it  is  difficult  to  give  the  ge* 
noine  disease  to  those  who  have  had  the  small-pox ;  but 
.ntaintains,  from  his  own  experience,  that  although  you 
can  but  rarely  excite  the  true  vaccine  vesicle  in  a  person 
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Several  instances  of  genuine  cow-pock  after  the  smalts 
pox  are  related  in  my  Treatise  on  the  Cow-pock.  Of  tli< 
reality  of  such  cases^  no  stronger  proof  can  be  required, 
than  that  matter  taken  from  them  sliould  be  eupable  of 
propai;aUiig  tlic  j;enuine  disease.  One  well  known  case  of 
llic  kind  is  tiiat  ot"  Mr.  Rooki'  of  Jamaica;  niiot'u  r  is  thai 
of  Mr.  Tanner,  published  m  the  I'ourlU  voiuuic  of  the 
Medical  and  i*liysical  JournjiL 

Dr.  De  Carre  wrote  to  Dr.  La  Font,  desiring  to  kno^ 
whether  the  plague  ever  attacks  tho>e  w  li o  have  tlie  smalt* 
i>ox,  or  those  who  have  had  that  distcuifHT.  The  answer 
lie  received  was,  that  the  smull-pox,  whether  a  ptrbon  at 
presoiil  labours  under  the  disorder^  or  has  had  it  a  longer 
or  shorter  period,  is  no  preservative  against  tlie  plague. 
Dr.  La  Font  has  known  two  persons  have  the  plague  and 
the  small-pox  at  the  same  tiT7ie.  Those  who  attend  people 
h\  the  plague,  have  known  many  instances  of  this  kind. 

Dri  La  rout  says,  the  plague  has  not  been  known  to 
mitigate  the  small-pox.  He  observes,  that  infancy  has 
been  thought  particularly  disposed  to  receive  infection; 
but  at  Salon ica  they  have  found  it  quite  the  reverse.  He 
says,  it  has  been  held  as  a  never«failing  role  from  all  anli- 
•quiiy^  that  when  the  plague  reigned,  all  other  disorders 
ceased;  but  in  the  year  1793f  when  the  plagne  prevailed 
there,  the  small-pox  also  raged  with  unexampled  foiy. 
Such  were  its  ravages,  that  the  Jewish  nation  at  Salonica, 
consisting  of  twelve  thousand,  lost  a  sixth  part  of  theif 
number  by  that  single  disease. 

Dr.  Valli,  after  suffering  severely  from  the  plague,  and 
proving  in  his  own  person  the  tnemcacy  of  vaccination  as 
a  preventive  of  that  dreadiiil  distemper,  w*eot  to  Smyrnai 
and  recommended  inoculation  of  the  sniall-pox  as  a  pre* 
vcntive.  This,  Dr.  De  Carro  justly  observes,  is  tlie  mote 
remarkable,  since  he  seems  to  acknowledge,  that  the 
gmall-pox  is  not  a  preservative  ai;aiust  the  plague  but  duf^ 
ing  the  i^liuri  time  while  it  lasts,  which  is  but  a  Jew  weeks, 
and  cannot  be  renewt  d. 

,  Dr.  De  Carro  concludes  his  v.firk  v,ith  a  letter  froni  IX'. 
Jenner,  d.-.tcd  March  30,  180,1.  In  tlii.s  letter.  Dr.  Jcun'r 
observes,  tinit  as  far  as  lie  had  i.ecii  able  to  lt;«rn,  the 
S}»eci(  >  of  rot  in  sheep,  described  by  l>r.  Oe  C'ano,  wa* 
lolallv  unknown  anion;^  the  flock«;  in  (irear  l)riiaiu. 

On  the  arrival  of  Dr.  De  Carro's  intciiigence,  respecting 
the  inoculation  ot"  .^licrj),  I  mentioned  the  oircnmsmncp  to 
a  nobleman  who  has  a  considerable  estate  in  the  coantv  ot 
bu:}dc^^  who  saidj  he  knew  of  no  such  disease  a.*;  that  1 

described  • 
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jlMCribed.  I  next  inqu  ircd  of  Dr.  Jenner^  whether  he  had 
OTer  seen  or  heard  of  it?  to  which  lie  answered  ia  the 
negative.  I  asked  him,  whether  he  had  ever  taken  any 
particular  pains  to  investigate  the  »trbject  ?  He  assured  me 
that  he  had  made  it  a  psirticuhir  ol)ject  of  inquiry;  and 
bad  freqoeDtly  questioned  the  oldest  bhepherds  on  this 
point;  but  could  never  bear  of  such  a  disease. 

I  then  caused  au  inquirj^^  to  be  made  of  adotlier  person 
of  distinction^  who  has  paid  particular  attention  to  tne  im- 
provement of  the  breed  of  sheep.  His  answer  was«  ire 
liave  no  knowledge  of  such  a  disease^  as  that  described  by 
Dr.  De  Carre  and  other  foreien  authors. 

Still,  however,  it  appeared  to  mc  highly  imprababk% 
that  a  disease  which  commits  such  dreadful  ravages  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  should  be  utterly  unknown  in 
.Great  Britain.  I  therefore  consulted  Liiyard,  On  the 
Contagious  Distempers  of  Horned  Cattle/'  and  was  so  for- 
■tonate  as  to  iind  a  reference  to  Fuller's  Exanthemata,. a 
work  not  so  well  known  as  it  deserves  to  be.* 

Under  the  head,  ^'Rittelen,  or  Chickcn-po\/'  we  meet 
with  the  following  remarks:  '^Sometimes  they  come  alone; 
sometimes  they  have  been  seen  sprinkled  among  the 
measles. 

It  is  said  that  poultry  and  turktes  are  subject  to  a 
^disease  coming  out  with  red  pimplc^^  though  not  many; 
which  soon  dry  up  into  scabs  j  but  are  not  apt  to  leave 
scars  or  marks. 
"  Swine  or  bog-po\*. 

**  Chesneau  mentions  a  sort  of  pustuh^s,  not  flifftriag 
much  from  tke  true  small-pox,  Maui/  people  mistake  them^ 
/or  (he  small-vox;  but  they  continue  not  so  longy  briv^  no 
<la/i'j^{  ]■  y  and  leave  7io  marks.  Thosf,  he  tliinks,  i-ausc  numy 
people  lu  believe  they  have  iiad  the  stiiall-pujw  moie  than 
unce. 


*  The  following  obsen aumi,  p.  21,  though  nuC  countcua  wiih  medical 
•dcDce^  »  curious  ami  interesting.  ''I  c«in  ahnostiv^pect,  diat  our  ce'e> 
braied  Sir  Isaac  Newton  might  fetch  the  first  hint  of  his  notions  of  nttruc- 
tkm  end  gravitation,  from  n  little  Indicfous  Sjtanish  book,  entitled,  llic 
Blan  in  the  Moon.*' 

"  For,  p.  46,  it  is  said,  *  I  found  by  tliis  expentnent,  th;it  wlnth  no  philo- 
sopher ever  dreamed  of,  viz.  tliut  those  btrinp  which  wi*  cull  heuv),  du  n<i)C 
eink  toirardf  the  centre  of  the  earth  as  their  natural  place,  but  are  dmwn 
a  secret  property  of  the  globe  of  the  earth,  or  rather,  iiometlring  within 
same;  in  like  sort  as  tfae*lMi4stoae  dravreth  irotiy  withia  the  compels  tff 
'iihc  beaais  of  aorectioa." 

<Sg4  ''lie 
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He  gives  th^  no  name ;  bnt  1  believe  tbem  to  beirta| 
we  call  the  swine-pox/' 

It  is  a  mistake  to  uffirm,  that  the  swine-p^ox  leaves  nb 
marks;  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  n^ith  FtiHer^  that  it  is 
II  differept  disease  from  the  chicken-pox,  and  that  the 
same  person  sometimes  has  them  both.  The  smne-pock 
containing  a  more  opaque  fluid  than  the  cbtck^ii-pock, 
it  is  not  so  apt  to  be  broken;  but  turns  i^bout  the  fifth  day^ 
and  is  converted  into  a  yellow  scab.  The  scatb  of  the 
small-pock  is  brown. 

Fuller  adds»  "The  small-pox,  and  it^  spurious  sorts^  arc 

Esculiar  to  man.  Mr.  Mather,  indeed,  in  his  l^ter  from 
oston  in  New  England,  says,  that  Dr.  Leigh,  in  his  Na- 
tural History  of  Lancashire,  rcporL:^^  thut  some  cats  were 
known  to  catch  the  small-pox;  and  pass  regularly  through 
it.   He  adds,  VV'e  have  had  among  us  the  same  occurrence. 

But  if  we  had  seen  and  examined  the  matter,  perhaps 
it  wouhl  have  been  found  a  very  diflPercnt  thing  from  ihe 
smail-pox.  For  in  like  manner  there  \va>,  about  the  year 
1710  or  1711,  upon  the  South  Downs  in  Siis$c.\%  a  certain 
fever  raG:ing  epidemically  among  the  sheep,  wliii  li  tb6 
shepherds  called  the  smali^pox^  aad  truly,  io  most  iliiag^j 
it  nearly  reseuihlcd  it. 

"  It  began  with  a  burniiv^  heat,  and  unqnenclinblc 
thirst,  ft  broke  out  in  fiery  pustules  all  over  the  body, 
These  pustules  maturated;  and  if  death  luipp^ued  aot  first, 
dried  up  into  scabs  about  the  twelfth  day. 

^*  It  could  not  he  ciircd,  no,  nor  in  the  least  mitigated 
by  phlehotomy,  drinks,  or  any  medicines  or  methods  tiiej 
could  invent  or  hear  of. 

It  was  exceedingly  contagious  and  mortal ;  for  where 
it  came,  it  swept  away  almost  whole  flocks.  But  yeti^ 
could  in  no  wise  he  accounted  the  same  with  obf  honisft 
smalUnox;  because  it  never  infected  mankind.'^ 

Ere  I  quit  Fuller,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  thatjie  Rend; 
ons  an  instance  of  the  co-existence  of  the  smalUpox  and 
the  measles,  published  by  Dr.  Ridlev,  In  my  Treittise  oo 
the  Cow-p6x  1  have  related  a  consiiferable  number  of  id* 
I  stances  of  the  co-existence  of  these  and  other  eruptive 
disease V  conti^ry  to  the  opinion  then  prevailing,  xhcse 
and  almost  every  thing  else  of  any  consecjuence  contained 
jn  that  publication,  a  good-natured  \yriter  in  the  Mcdicd 
Repository,  published  at  New  York,  has  ascrd)cd  to  Dr. 
poxe;  alt  lough  it  is  evident,  by  his  frequent  quotatioSS 
from  my  book,  tliat  as  much  of  it  as  was  then  printed, 
^t^u;)iiUug  of  7CfQ  PugeS|  ^as  theu  iu  bis  possession.  Such 
'      '  inisappiQ? 
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nritappropriatioiiSy  bowevefi  and  such  unmerited  compU^ 
ment9»  are  not  confined  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic; 
and  it  would  be  easy  to  mention  some  very  vatn  authors  on 
this  side  of  the  water,  who,  if  they  were  stripped  of  their 
1k>rrowed  feathers,  woilld'be  as  naked  as  when  they  came 
into  the  world. 

While  I  was  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the 
muriiiin  in  sheep,  Dr.  iiairison's  valuable  Observations  on 
the  Rot  fell  into  my  hands,  and  confirmed  the  opinion  I 
had  before  entertained,  in  consequence  of  iLe  best  inform* 
atiori  [  could  procLiie,  that  what  J)r.  De  Cairo  deseribcs  is 
a  different  disease.  Of  this  Dr.  De  Carro  hiinsc  If  is  since 
convinced.  He  was  led  into  the  error  of  supjvusini^  it  to  h^^ 
the  rot ^  by  die  vague  manner  in  w^hich  \.\\v  terms  deuoimg 
the  distempers  of  sheep  are  souk  nines  used. 

Dr.  Harrison,  ??peaking  of  the  mr,  says,  ''It  has  been 
called  the  sheep-pox  by  Frof.  V  ibourg,  of  tlie  Veterioary 
College  at  Copenhagen." 

Dr.  Harrison  is  ineiined  to  believe,  "That  Prof.  Vibourg 
and  Dr.  De  Carro  confound  the  rot  with  the  claveau  det 
moatons;  which  is  a  febrile  and  eruptive  disorder.  This 
complaint  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  smalUpox* 
The  claveau  is  a  vague  and  indetinite  term ;  it  corapriKes 
the  scab,  and  rot  or  pDurriture^  as  well  as  the  disease  properly 
denominated  claveau.  These  are  very  different  anectionsi^ 
and  ought  rtot,  as  I  conceive^  lo  be  tneladed  under  one 
general  denomination.'' 

^  About  the  period  when  I  perused  Dr.  Harrison's  publica* 
l&ou,  I  met  with  the  passages^Uuded  to  in  Layard  and 
Fuller ;  which  i  thought  worthy  of  being  communicated  im 
some  popular  channel;  but>  in  order  to  determine  that 
point  with  the  greater  precision^  I  first  wrote  to  Dr.  Har- 
rison^ to  ask  if  he  had  ever  heard  of  the  sheep-pox  in  this 
jcoantry. 

Hfs  letter,  dated  Nov.  (20,  1805,  is  as  follows: 
"  I  was  favoured  with  your  letter  a  few  days  since,  and 
shall  have  o^reat  pleasure  in  givinix  yoii  every  iiUnruuUiou 
•    in  my  powei,  relative  to  that  curious  disorder  the  claveau 
des  motitoiis.    Afier  many  inquiries,  1  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  unknown  in  every  part  o^  this  island.  It 
differs  f  quaily  from  the  rot,  or  pourriture,  which  is  a  com- 
pl^iiu  ui  the  liver,  witlioul  any  eruption  ;  and  from  the 
scab,  or  la  gale,  a  chronic  affection  of  the  skin  unat- 
tended with  fever;  though  it  has  been  improperly  conr 
/"ounc^d  with  both. 
*^  iadccd^  the  complaints  of  sheep  are  very  little  und  r- 

stood ; 
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Mood;  ;iiKi  it  gives  me  great  jiioasiire  to  find,  tiiat  yoa 
think  them  worthy  of  your  coiisiderHtiou.  ^^y  altemion 
was  accidentally  called  to  the  subject  more  than  twelve 
mouths  since  ;  und  hitherto  I  have  prosecuted  the  inquirj^ 
principally^  from  an  idea  that  it  will  enable  me  to  tofov 
new  lii^lu  upon  the  disorders  of  mankind. 

"  The  claveau  d^s  motttons  is  a  febrile  and  an  eruptive 
disciise.  It  resembles  tbe  smalUpox  in  so  many  particoian 
that  I  am  inclined^  from  analogy,  to  believe  it  may  be  id* 
perseded  by  cow-pock  inoculation.  If  it  were  known  ia 
this  country^  I  make  oo  doubt  that  you,  to  wham  the 
friends  of  humanity  are  ander  so  many  obligations^  wo«U 
soon  favour  us  with  much  useful  information,  concerning 
the  influence  of  vaccine  inoculation  over  this  virulent  sno 
dangerous  malady. 

Sir  Joseph  Banks  has  forcibly  pointed  oot  the  great 
danger  of  importing  the  clavean  into  this  conntryt  wiib 
the  Spanish  sheep,  which  onr  breeders  introduce  for  tbe 
improvement  of  their  flocks.  It  is  a  subject  of  natiooal 
importance,  and  the  public  are  much  indebted  to  Sir  Josiepli 
for  the  cautions  he  ha?  recommended. 

If  the  claveau  once  makes  its  appearance  in  Britain, 
we  may  have  e^reat  ditiirulty  in  exteruiinating  it  Irom 
among  us.  I  tlnnk,  when  sheep  are  first  brought  into  the 
i-lanci,  the  irrij^oj  ten>  .-,houi<l  bi-  obliired,  under  severe  pe- 
iiiiUies,  lo  k'f  p  them  apart  iVom  all  oihers»  till  ihey  arc 
>,in  li«'d  that  no  (]anLi;«  r  is  to  he  apprehended.  By  attend- 
ing -ufu'-rtuiU  lo  this  |ir«  rar.rion,  we  shall  be  in  less  dan- 
ger or  ruiieriug  iroui  ilie  ra\ai:;('H  of  a  complaint,  wiiich 
proves  fatal  to  so  many  'shcfU)  upon  the  Eunipean  coQti* 
nent,  and  from  which  we  have  lntheri(^  remained  free,  in 
conseqneije*'.  I  eoneeive,  of  our  insular  situation. 

"  I  thank  you  lor  your  obliging  inquiries  about  niy  luiit 
Treatise  on  tlu'  ivot  ia  Sheep,  and  other  Animals.  It  \\a^ 
inserted  in  No,  66,  of  Mr.  Young's  Annals  of  Agriculture, 
i  am  preparing  a  new  edition  of  it  for  the  press;  which  I 
expect  to  publish  some  time  next  spring. 

"  I  amj  &c- 

«  E.  Harrison*'' 

On  referring  to  the  Annals  of  Agriculture,  T  met  wjth 
much  unexpected  iuforiuation  concerning  the  sheep-pox ; 
but  6nding  that  I  was  anticipated  in  my  intention  of  being 
the  fir^t  to  announce  that  the  disease  has  been  known  in 
England^  I  deferred  writing  any  remarks  on  the  i^bjecr, 
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till  by  further  investigation,  I  should  be  able  to  add  some* 
tliuig  to  the  stock  rtf  information  already  ncqiiirpd. 

In  the  work  brtoio  ini  iiliuncd,  lor  the  ytai  1803,  p.  631, 
Sir  Joseph  Banks  has  published  ii  caution  to  tlie  importers 
of  foreign  sheep;  in  wiiich  he  says,  ''This  dreadful  malady 
having  niiule  coii-Kidiibit^  ravages  iu  many  countries  on 
the  Continent,  nntl  ce  rtain  individuals  having  of  late  years 
been  in  the  practice  of  import! u^j:  S|)anish  sheep;  it  well 
tleservcs  their  nttentiou  thai  sucii  a  distemper  exists,  and 
would,  if  brought  into  this  couotry,  piove  a  very  serious 
misfortune. 

**  Fitzherbert  mcrtions  it  as  known  in  his  time,  (Certain 
Ancient  Tracts  concerning  the  Management  e>f  Landed  Pro*- 
perfj/f  17()7,  p.  4])  and,  under  the  name  of  Chiveav.  it 
IS  largely  treated  of  in  Carlier's  Trait^  des  Beteti  a  Lain, 
quarto,  vol.  ii,  p.  519-  He  describes  it  as  being  exceed- 
ingly infectiousi  and  fatally  destructive  to  flocks;  spread* 
ine  rapidly  over  a  whole  province/' 

In  p.  632  of  the  Jame  volume  of  the  Annal8>  are  the 
following  observations  ^On  the  Pock  of  Sheep>  by  Mr» 
Wcstfield  of  Weenda. 

^'  I  hough  1  believe  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
irhat  bas  been  written  by  £nglish  authors  on  the  subject 
of  husbandry,  yet  I  do  not  recollect^  in  any  of  them,  to 
have  met  with  nn  account  of  the  pock  incident  to  sheep^ 

^  From  this  circumstance  I  concluded  that  the  disease 
Vas  not  to  be  found  in  England ;  and  the  more  so,  as  a 
paper  in  one  of  the  English  journals,  published  about  the 

??ar  1790,  gives  an  account  of  the  sheep-pock  only  froa 
rench  writers  on  this  subiect, 

**'  A%  to  the  nature  of  the  disease^  it  bears  the  greatest 
resemblance  to  the  smalUpox  of  children.  According  to 
what  we  know  and  conjecture,  it  never  niak^s  its  appear- 
ance but  from  infection;  fori  have  always  been  able  to 
trace  its  origin  and  propai[2:atiun^  iu  all  cases  which  have 
iuilen  under  my  observation. 

The  porks  alwa\s  make  their  appearance  after  a  fever, 
'acconiptimed  with  a  swcllincc  of  tlie  glands.    They  appear 
as  red  spots;  whicli  graduaiiy  undergo  suppuration ;  then 
they  dry,  and  dro{)  of. 

*  The  disease  has  rKii  ee  period>  ;  which,  however,  m  to 
their  duration,  are  not  quite  rei;uh'vr.  From  the  numient 
of  infection  to  the  eruption  of  red  spots,  there  are  l;<  ne- 
rally  seven  days.  After  this  period,  they  require  nearly 
the  same  space  of  tl nu-  to  an  ive  at  eompJete  suppuration. 

When  this  bas  taken  place^  the  drying  ouci  iailing  off 
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succeed,  after  a  short  space  of  time ;  but  not  seldom  the 
disease  terminates  in  malignant  uicers ;  which  will  last  for 
several  weeks.  As  it  is  no  ea<^y  matter,  in  this  ca;se>  to 
determine  what  is  the  pock  itseif,  or  only  tlie  conseqtieDce 
of  the  ulcers  produced  by  itj.  the  duration  of  tliis  period 
becomes  less  certain. 

**  The  sheep-pock  is  a  most  ravcnms  disorder  ;  where  a 
fiock  is  attacked  by  it,  more  than  half  of  the  sheep  are 
*  destroyed ;  and  the  remaining  part  is  generally  unhealthy* 
and  not  fit  for  any  farther  use.  According  to  my  ohservar 
tions,  the  danger  never  appears  in  the  two  first  periods ^ 
luii  constantly  in  the  last^  viz.  in  that  of  drying  and.  fallbg 
off; 

The  ifiistnles  appear  particularly  on  the  naked  parts  ^ 
ib«  body  of  the  sheep;  vi%.  on  the  belly>  betwe^^n  tlie  hp, 
and  in  the  face.  The  parts  covered  with  wool  arc,  indeed, 
not  free  from  being  attacked;  but  such  a  case  is  less  fre- 
quent, and  less  dafii;eroiis. 

**  Of  the  naked  parts,  they  appear  uiost  frequently  in 
the  lace;  upoii  aiul  luund  the  cyrs  and  theiiiouilj  :  alalia 
in  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  and  the  nostrils.  Thu.v^  round 
the  eyes  are  apt  to  become  contliRiu,  atid  cause  very  ma- 
li;;nfint  sures;  so  ns  to  <lrive  the  eyes  out  of  their  sockets. 
W  hen  they  occupy  the  parts  rouud  the  mouth,  they  pre- 
vent the  animal  from  lakiug  any  noujrii>liiueut^  aiid  csiuif 
it  to  die  of  hunger. 

"  AVi?hiii  thf'  nostrils,  they  cause  very  couhiderable  ia* 
tlim niarir>ii  and  gangrene.  Those  snbscqucul  accidents 
appear  to  prove  more  fatal  than  the  original  disease;  for  in 
most  cases  the  animals  seldom  die  betore  the  twenty-first 
day,  on  which  the  distemper  terminates;  hut  often  from 
.eight  to  twent3'-one  days  after  this  period.  Upon  dissec- 
.tion>  no  pus»tales  could  be  discovered  in  the  internal  parts. 

The  natural  infection  was  not  coniuiunicated  to  other 
shrep  at  any  great  distance;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe, 
that  it  only  takes  place  from  immediate  contact.  My 
sound  fioeks  remained  free  from  the  disease^  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  feet  from  those  which  were  ia- 
fecled. 

The  virus  retains  its  infectious  quality  9  considerable 
tinie«  A  sound  sheep  introduced  into  a  fibck  'in  which 
the  disease  had  ceased  for  twenty->nine  davs^  was  infected. 

**  Infection  tnoy  be  prodqced  by  dinerent  substances 
taken  from  the  disec^ed  sheep.    I  h<tve  inoculated  wi^i 
bloody  lymphs  with  fresh  purulent  matter^  aud  withscsU; 
*  and  40  *il  tbe^e  cases^  the  pock  w$s  proflticcd.   Tht  Wast 
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^tmntity  of  the  tinis  imagiiiableisBtliieieAt'tn'  effe^  ino- 
colatioiu 

It  is  ndw  pi^ved  by- pretty  geoml  obserradoo  i^l 
over  Oemany^  that  hioculaiion  is* the  mdbt  effectual 
iMaoa  6f  preser%'iftg  the  floek ;  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
sheepj  which  I  miused  to  be  inocolatod  iHth  the  ftheep-pox» 
not  one  has  died,  nor  become  unhealthy. 

*'  Whether  the  cow-pock  will  preserve  sheep  from  the 
nheep-poek  is  yet  tindecided.  According  to  my  own  cb- 
^servationsy  the  former  does  not  apoarentty  atlect  sheep ; 
ibr  which  reason  1  have  discontinued  my  experiments*'' 

Havina:'  mentioned  this  ubjpct  of  my  inqniry  to  Mnjtir 
Ma«^ra,  fWm  whom  1  ii  rt  ive<l  the  intelligence  1  some  tioje 
npo  publibhc-d  in  this  Journal,  concorninc:  the  pustulous 
disease  of  turkics  (Ml  the  t'CiU^t  l>^  All  ien,  lie  told  nn\  tlt;»i 
Mr.  Eiuuiii,  who  iuis  the  care  of  the  liunons  Soiuli-Dcnwi 
floek  bolontrin^I  to  Lord  Visveomit  Hniiipdeii,  is  eelehraUfi 
for  his  knowledge  of'  the  diseases  ot*  shenp  ;  and  kindly 
offered  to  write  ro  the  Hon.  Mr.  IVevtM  oa  ihe  ^uhj^  et. 
l*roiu  Mr.  Trevor:^  answer,  tinted  (ilvud  t^iace,  De*:. 
180^,  I  derive  t!ie  t'-  Mf^vvrni:;  i:''.'onnf\ti(H). 

There  ha<«  hevn  no  i«npe;n  aiiee  ot'  the  disen-e  call»>d 
small-pox  e.iiiontfst  rjiy  ot'  the  tloeks  of  this  county,  sinec 
176*2  or  17^>^3.    in  that  year  most  of  the  flocks  in  the 
"western  part  of  tiie  county  wece  aiiected  with  it,  and  lost 
•great  numbers. 

**  The  \vniptoins  were  a  great  drowsiness,  and  an  erup- 
'  tiOn' of  pustules,  Hke  those  of  the  small-pox,  in'tiie  tace^ 
•and  under  the  arms;  which,  in  those  thoi  recovcreci,^  fiiied 
*with  a  conaideriible  qunntit}'  of  matter,  nnd  afterwards 
•ttrrned  to  a  dry  scab.    It  left  marks  behind,  whieh  weire 
visible  as  long  as  the  animal  lived.   The  old  I'at  wether^ 
snflTered  most. 

This  disease  came  from  the  we^itward,  and  was  com* 
^micnicatcd  to  ihe  neighbonring  flocks  in  the-  same**  Downs. 
Its  source  wos  not  accurately  traced. 

Those  flocks  snflTered  leasts  in  which  the  afTected  sheep 
•were  separated  as  early  as  poi^sibl^  ttom  the  sound* 
The  remedies  employed'  are  not  now  kno^  n." 
One  of  the  principal  objects  of -this  Memoir^  wa«  to  giwe 
nn  atialy^isof  Dr.  De  Carrots  )iSt^  publication;  and,  1  ap« 
preheiid,  it  will  not  be  deemed  jnctmMStent  with  tbaV  ^nr- 
posc,  to  add  a  few  extracts  from  a  letter  I  receiffed  ftlHn 
him,  datetl  Vienna,  SepTefiib(  r  8,  i304.    It  contain*  a  tes- 
tiinonial  relative  to  the  Port«;moiuh  cascc,  similar  tO'thlMe 
iroux  other  respectable  ciuurlerb.  •  ' 

♦'Accept 


« 


Digitized  by 


46{2     Dr.  De  Larr;  011  Mr.  GoUton^s  FampkkL 

"  Accept  my  best  thanks  for  the  pamphlets  which  jo« 
were  bo  good  an  to  send  me  by  Mr.  Aveling.  1  was  already 
acquaiotcd  with  Mr.  Goidson  s  work,  I  wish  i  could  shew 
you  the  copy  which  was  first  sent  to  me.  You  would  sec 
the  marks  which  i  made  with  a  pencil  at  almost  all  the 
'  same  passages  w  here  I  &ad  youx'A,  ia  the  copy  which  I 
received  IroQi  you. 

My  opinion  of  his  perfomance  was^  that  he  had  been 
much  too  negligent  in  ascertaining  the  genuineoeaa  of  hift 
vaccinations;  and  that  he  laid  too  much  stress  upon  the 
effects  of  his  variolous  iBOCulatioiis.  1  looked  oo  those  he 
describes^  as  merely  the  consequence  of  a  common  cuticn* 
lar  inflammation;  such  as  is  produced  by  most  kinds 
morbid  matter;  which  sometimes^  though  rarely,  excites  s 
fever. 

It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  whole  pamphlet  shewed 
much  less  information  upon  vaccination  in  general^  thaii 
any  man  who  undertakes  to  write  against  a  practice  sancth 
oned  by  the  whole  world  should  possess;  and  I  could  not 
help  entertaining  suspicions  concerning  the  author^s  parti- 
k  ality  for  the  practice,  when  I  found  that  so  late  as  the  year 
130i3i  he  continued  to  inoculate  for  the  small-pox. 

How  any  man  who  understands  vaccinatiaii,  can  still 
continue  to  practice  inoculation  for  the  sniali-pox,  is  to 
me  absolutely  inconceival)le.  We  btc  no  .such  thincr  at 
Viciiika.  ]So  praciiLiuner  .s(jLin.s  to  recollect  that  the  laucu- 
lation  of  the  small-pox  ever  existed.  If  any  one  wished  to 
revive  the  {practice,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  could 
find  parents  who  would  permit  it;  or  matter  to  accomplish 
his  dtsign,  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  the  title  of 
!Mr.  Cioldsou's  pamphlet  niuaL  liave  (lone  sonic  uiiscbieiy 
.but  1  trust,  your  able  answer  will  diuunusli  its  tftect. 

"  You  have  afforded  me  the  grent(  st  pleasure  possible, 
by  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  reading  Mr.  Anstey*s  ele- 
garu  Laim  Ode.  It  is  a  rare  things  iu  our  days,  to  meet 
with  such  classical  Latin/' 

After  speaking  in  flattering  terms  of  the  translation  of 
that  Ode,  Or.De  Carro  concludes  in  the  following  manner; 
alluding  to  an  expression  in  my  answer  to  Mr.  Goldsoo^ 
he  says,  "  Yon  wilf^  perhaps,  be  offended  with  me;  equo 
credo ;  lymph/am  tquinum  quotidit  vuero,  iilamquc  in  dituh 
net  Auitriacas,  itmumerasque  ulia$  regiones  E^irape  ti  jM€p 
iinc  metu  spargo. 

*^  Dr.  Sacco  sent  me,  las|  year,  two  sorts  of  equine  matter; 
one  taken  immediately  from  a  horse  labouring  under  gior- 

ilgmi  the  other  from  Ibe  Mne  lource^  biit  mrcady  reprq^ 
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cluced  ia  several  human  aobjeets.  Vah,  tt  ama  Dadeorem 
De  Carro,  taeciuatortm  et  eqtdnatorem;  sed  nutuiuam*  siaU 
medid  tt  tkirurgi  Farias  Magni^  variolarum  ituiioremJ^ 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phj/fical  JourmU 

OENTLEMliN, 


XIAVING  been  requested,  both  publicly  and  privately^  to 
giTe  my  opinion  of  tbe  preparation  of  the  Lichen  l8lan£eu$^ 
recommenaed  by  Mr.  Ueece  in  his  pamphlet  on  that  sub* 
ject;  aud  believing  that  a  valuable  article  of  the  Materia 
Medica  may  becotnc  invn  by  improper  adiuiiiuUituuu,  I 
have  complied  witli  the  rcqaest. 

Mr.  Rcece  condesceiuis  lo  agree  wiih  all  the  celebrarrtl 
physicians  of  the  Nuith,  uliuse  authorities  I  had  quotid 
iL>|)€ctinG:  tiie  virtues  of  the  Iceland  aiusji,  iu  pmirionaiy 
consumption;  he  aUo  agrees  wiiii  me,  that  it  should 
copiously  aduHiustered ;  but  iic  conueinas  at  the  same  tiuie 
the  mode  prescribed  for  employing  it,  and  prefers  ius  own 
powder  or  fariua.  This  prefereuce  U  the  poiol  which  i 
am  now  caiicd  upon  to  l  un^ider. 

He  says,  p.  3,  of  his  pamphlet,  "The  bitter  portion  of 
tlii<  licib  (whieh  must  be  considered  the  principal  agent 
ill  ilie  relief  of  the  phthisical  symptoms)  is  readily  inj- 
parted  to  boiling  water  by  infusion ;  but  by  the  long  boil- 
mg  necessary  to  extract  its  mucilage,  this  quality  is  near-> 
iy  destroyed.'*  < 

This  assertion  is  the  very  reverse  of  the  truth  in  every 
respect;  the  great  virtnes  of  the  lichen  are  contained  in  a 
mucilage  of  a  peculiar  nature^  which  is  rendered  the  more 
efieetnai  by  its  combinatijn  witli  a  bitter  principle.  I 
have  pointed  ont,  in  pages  dOy  21  and  22  of  my  work,  tbe 
difference  between  this  mucilage  and  ail  others  hitherto 
known*  This  bitter  prijiciple  does  not  evaporate  by  boil* 
ing,  as  Mr.  R.  erroneously  supposes;  a  eonti|iued  and 
niibrm  boiling  is,  on  the  contrary^  necessary  to  extract 
the  virtues  of  the  plant,  Cramer,  Keiske,  Ebeiios,  Scho* 
neyder,  who  hnve  all  ably  written  .on  this  vegetable  sub* 
stance,  of  which  they  have  given  different  analyses,  are 
of  the  same  opinion.  I  shall  say  nothing  of  Mr,  Uecc^'s 


1  am,  Sac, 


Xg»  Street,  Hanover  Square. 


JOHN  WNG. 
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olijections  to  all  the  preparations  of  the  plant  :  jufij^nicnt 
a)oiic»  wituuut  aay  practical  know l«)Uge>  b  t^uiiioieutt 
tutg  theni. 

"  This  prcpnmtion  farina y  (>ays  Mr.  R.^  is  free  from 
the  cortical  and  tihrous  part  of  the  herb.  It  pos^f  i»>i.'s,,  w 
ptrjeciion,  hoih  tlie  medicinal  and  dietetic  proj>ertie^\" 

\Vhere  does  Mr.  Ueecc  find  th;it  the  eorrlcil  atjd  iibrous 
parts  have  nothing  to  do  with  tiio  virrues  of  the  herb: 
upon  what  authority  does  he  advance  an  assertion  so  con- 
.ttary  to  all  the  facts  hi^lierlo  koowa?   .After  assuring  lU, 
p.  7»  lhat  hi<  {^reparation  possesses^  tit  perfection,  both  the 
medicinal  and  dietetic  properties,  he  tells,  p.  9,  that,  "li 
the  pblbistcal  symptoms  should  indicate  the  use  of«tke 
^bitter  quality  of  the  lichen^  a  f realer  pngtortion  tbantbsl 
.eontained  in  the  farina,  a  concentrated  infusion  maj-be 
-made  by  infasing  three  ounces  of  the  plantj  &c*" 

We  nrast  admit  that  Mr,  R.  might  baive  been  more  con* 
siatent^  had  bis  partiality  for  his  farinm  allowed  it 

Mr.  R.  is  |iot  less  apprehensive  for  the  loss  of  the  virtaes 
of  the  lichen  by  ebullition,  when  ^iven  as  medicine^  than 
^  when  administered  as  food ;  for  which  season  he  caiefullv 
cvoiA  niqch  boiling*  But  be  ahonU  know,  that  the  cmti* 
tucnt  principles  of  the  phint  are  extremely  <ximpacK,  sad 
so  strongly  luiited  together,  that  a  considerable  degree  of 
boiling  is  necessary  to  render  it  susceptible  of  being  de- 
00m posed  in  our  system,  and  tlie  nutritious  part  extracted 
from  it.  Mr.  K.  like  iiiaiiv  others,  does  not  suflicientlv  dis- 
criminate  between  what  is  digested  and  what  passes  luioimh 
the  body;  giany  vegetalile  substances  are  dissolved  auu 
nhsorbed  bv  the  whole  absurbeiu  svsieiii  of  tiie  intestines, 
'  wliich  is  called  the  solution  of  the  aliment,  but  not  lU  true 
•diiTf  stion.  An  aliment  ii  digested  only  in  as  much  as  it 
is  dccijinposed,  transmuted,  and  its  dissoeiate<l  eleuienti 
attracted,  each  by  afhnity,  to  rc[)air  the  dif](  rtiit  solid 
{hmI  tiuid  systems.  When,  therefore,  a  vei^etable  aliaunt 
is  introduced  into  the  animal  economy,  without  being  de- 
composed, reduced  to  its  elements,  and  appropriated  or 
assimilated,  it  is  only  dissolved,  and  retains  a  part  of  m 
basis,  which  is  a  substance  heterogeneous  to  toe  animal 
frame,  and  incapable  of  supplying  the  blood  wiih 
necessary  principles. 

Mr.  R.  will  possibly  refer  us  to  the  Icelanders,  who  habi- 
tually use  the  farina  of  l  ichen ;  but  the  ordinary  food  of  {h»t 
people  is  composed  of  gross  aliments,  which  the  iohibtt" 
ants  of  our  towns  could  not  digest  like  the  Icelander,  scr 
customed  to  hard  labour*  and  to  live  in  th^  open  and^eeo 
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air,  which  ftirnish  the  blood  with  the  necessary  elenienU 
that  raise  the  di'^e>^tive  faculties  to  their  greatest  height. 
But  how  could  tiie  digestive  juices  of  our  citizens,  particu* 
larly  of  those  who  are  weakened  by  disea^^e,  decompose 
this  farinaceous  substance,  the  extremely  compart  ele- 
ments of  which  can  only  be  disunited  and  rendered  capa-» 
ble  of  assimilation  with  our  fluids,  bj  a  preparatory  de« 
composition ^  Besides,  in  the  different  modes  of  preparing 
this  farina,  the  Icelanders  sotaiit  it  to  a  mach  longet 
boiling  than  Mr.  Reece. 

The  above  considerations  have  induced  ma  to  combine 
the  Iceland  moss  with  other  substances^  to  be  gWen  ai 
food;  and  with  this  view  i  make  it  undergo  a  preparatory 
elaboration^  to  render  tt  nme  capable  of  assimilation  with 
the  dificrent  systems  of  the  hnman  economy. 

I  presume  what  I  have  said  will  be  suiBclent  to  demons 
ttrate^  bow  much  Mr.  Reece  has  been  mistaken  respecting 
the  use  of  this  herb^  both  as  a  medicament  and  as  an 
aliment. 

I  now  condade  this  letter,  whioh  I  fear  is  already  tea 
long,  by  rei^rriiiff  your  readers  to  the  Medical  and  Physi* 

cal  Journal,  for  January,  1B04,  where  other  mistakes  of 
.Mr.  a.  are  noticed,  and  of  which  I  have  made  no  mention 
iibove.  i  am,  ^e. 

Oci.i4,  1804.  J.  B.  IIEGNALLT,  M.D. 


To  t/ie  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Joumali 

GCNTLSMfiNi 

Xn  your  very  ui^eful  publication  ibr  August,  1805,  you 
(avouied  me  with  the  insertion  of  the  case  of  Francis 
Otter;  on  which  I  |irof)Osfd  to  furni«di  some  palliolos^ical 
(»hservations  in  a  tuture  nuiiiher.  Ditiereut  ciieunjsuiices 
prevented  llie  cuinpleiiun  of  this  desij^n  for  a  considerable 
time,  durint^  wlneii  the  external  appearance  of  the  tumour 
has  become  so  much  changed,  that  the  reasonings,  former- 
iy  made,  on  the  cause  and  origin  of  the  disease,  might  now 
perhaps  be  scarcely  consider^  to  apply.  I  therefore  laid 
aside  my  intention,  untti  a  more  minale  inquiry  might 
confirm  or  destroy  the  opinions  [  had  ibfmed  on  the  snb^ 
ject;  which  examination*  the  daily  expected  death  of  the 
patient  piomised  to  allow.  But  being,  by  the  friendly 
iiasittance  of  Mr.  Hartley*  farnislied  with  a  drawing  of  the 
lamour  in  the  present  state,  i  have  enclosed  it*  toffetbec 
with  a  short  accouat  of  the  progress  of  the  disease  during 
(  Nov6gu  )  Uh  tha. 
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the  twelve  months  which  have  t  lapsed  suicc  iny  Uist  er^Hl* 
municatiou.  At  the  date  of  the  ionuer  account,  Jul  v.  ib<  )  J, 
u  was  observed,  that  the  tuuiour  was  very  mucU  rttlucc<i. 
though  sonic  discharge  contiiuiod;  that  this  was  ^jiobaMy 
only  kepi  up  l^y  exibliiUioiii  about  tu  lake  place,  at  the 
evacuation  of  whieh^  it  was  to  be  c.\peclod  tliai  ilic  sore«> 
would  heaU.  This  ex[)ectation  was  supported  by  the  irv- 
queiu  escape  of  small  pieces  of  bone,  some  iu  a  bonev, 
tsome  in  a  cartiki^inoiis  state.  After  sotne  imu  ,  sujall  cysts 
arose  on  the  surface  occupied  by  the  tumour,  some  ot 
which,  on  being  opened,  discharG;ed  a  gehitiiious  duiti, 
not  uncouiuionly  mixed  with  a  haVf  solid  substance,  ap- 
pearins:  formerly  to  have  bf*v'n  bone.  These  cy*^s  cuiiu- 
jnied  to  muUiply,  ai>d  when  iefi  to  thrm«5elvps  ulcerated 
with  frequent  and  considerable  liaMnurrhage,  kaviui;  uii- 

i>leasant  and  painr>jl  sores.  Still  tlu^  patieiit  ui«iuitaiacd 
.lis  strenf^th,  his  appetit/'  beini^  un i mpiured. 

The  anu'*.\cd  arawii\L;  niay  fmni'.h  some  itb'a  of  the 
present  ap|»earauce  of  tiie  parts,  ami  if  compared  w  ith  the- 
engraviitL^  published  in  your  Journal  for  August,  180:),  will 
3»how,  that  tb^  space  now  occupied  by  the  various  cyst>  i> 
little  less  rhan  that  ibrmerly  lilled  up  by  the  uniform 
tumour,  i  ne  cysts,  when  e.xauiincd  by  a  probe,  are  found 
to  communicate  with  eacli  oihtM*;  but  the  frequent  occur- 
rence of  hasiuorrhage  has  of  late  forbidden  any  ven 
accurate  investigation*  On  the  right  side  of  the  drawing, 
will  be  seen  two  Fores,  retniiinhig  from  cysts  lately  rup- 
tured ;  the  centre  shows  a  deep  Milcus,  from  wlieiiee  there 
i%  a  eoiustant  dis<'bnr  <  ol'  ichorous  matler,  aod  not  un- 
commonly of  blood:  i)clo\v  are  smalt  mammary  prijec* 
tions  about  to  be  tiie  outlets  to  the  cysts  beneath  them» 

Having  stated  thus  much  iti  explanaiion  of  the  drawiog^ 
allow  me  to  call  year  atteDtton  lo  the  origin,  and  thenoe 
t&the  probable  cause  of  the  tumour^  in  the  progress  of 
wbtch,  i  conceive^  nature  has  exhibited  some  af  her  most 
wonderiul  escrtious.  By  reference  to  the  first  commaoi- 
cation  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  origioal 
injnry  was  the  fractare  of  a  rib  in  a  subject  very  far  ad« 
vanced  in  years.  The  accident  was  neglected,  and  an  ir- 
rcgtilar  callus  itas .  formed ;  a  small  tumour  was  observed 
to^follow  the  immediate  infliction  of  tlie  injury.  This  to* 
moor,  I  suspect  was  occasioned  by  a  |>artial  division  of  tbe 
ioteroostal  artery,  which  pouring  oat  blood  at  the  time  tbe 
process  of  adhe«ion  and  conaolidation  of  tbe  rib  ms  gojog 
on,  formed  to  itself  a  cyst.  This  cyst  was  for  a  short  time 
stationary}  bnt  blood  constantly  flowing  into  it,  produced 
an  increase  of  bttlk*  from  whence  pressure  on  the  sunround* 
lag  parts  was  produced,  and  the  consequence  of  picfsuie 

was 
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Wtt  absorption.  These  several  actions  continued  until  the 
ioteguments  were  extended  so  much  beyond  the  usual 
tounds^  as  to  occasion  the  tumour  first  described,  and  ui* 
timately  to  give  way.  Since  that  event,  the  irritation  of 
different  detached  portions  of  ossific  mutter,  and  the  effort 
to  expe!  thcui ,  has  occiisioned  the  present  tubercular  ap- 
pearance ut  the  surh'.ce.  Is  it  iiui  ;i  -triking  illustration  of 
one  of  the  laws  ot  Nature,  that  in  the  proijrL-ss  of  this  tu- 
mour, all  the  effort  for  evacuation  should  be  cxieniall^', 
and  not  through  the  peritoncuiu  f 

i  ami  &C4 

Gnmihmtluuahuhire,  Sept  AS,  1904.         B»  LEESON^  Jun. 

    .  _  ,  »  _ 

To  tlie  Editors  qf  the  Medical  and  Flu/ficaL  JouniaU 

In  the  long  paper  I  sent  you  a  few  days  ago,  I  Ventured 
to  offer  iny  doubts  un  the  aceuraey  of  the  cuuclu^^iocs  so 
positively  formed  by  seme  medical  men  on  the  Case  iu 
Fiihvoou'5  Rents,  (p.  384);  aud  my  scepticism  is  not  less- 
ened by  the  circumstances  of  a  Case,  w  iucii  has  occurred 
at  the  Central  House  within  the  last  twelve  days* 

The  history  of  it  will  need  no  cuiniDciit  On  the  IStli 
instant,  an  alarmed  mother  came  to  me  with  her  infant. 
''Sir,  1  have  left  a  child  at  home  thnt  has  been  ill  for  soim* 
dnrs,  aud  now  the  small-pox  are  coming  out ;  whatsliali 
1  do  tor  this  infunt?  they  have  slept  to2:cther  all  along, 
aod  I  am  iitVaul  it  mav  alreadv  have  it  in  its  blood."  Let 
me  moeuiate  it,  by  all  means ;  if  the  child  be  nor  already 
infected,  tli<e  inoculation  will  prevent  it;  if  infected,  it 
will  arrest  the  progress  of  the  dreadful  disease,  and  lessen 
its  sufferings  and  the  danger.  Of  the  certainty  of  this  I 
have  continual  experience;  for  when  the  small-pox  breaks 
out  in  any  corner  of  this  metropolis,  mothers  from  such 
neighbourhood,  come  flocking  to  me  with  their  ciiildren; 
those  not  yet  infected  escape;  those  infected  have  it 
mildly,  the  vacoiolous  vesicle  in  such  instances  exhibiting 
its  characteristic  appearances  without  apparent  diminution. 

Yesterday  the  mother  presented  her  infant  with  a  com- 
plete areola  on  each  arm ;  and  was  assured,  that  it  waa 
secured  to  her.  The  poor  woman  had  piously  hung  over 
ber^  other  child  till,  dying  in  her  arms,  it  bad  left  on  her 
aiBictcd  countenance  the  marks  of  that  disease  which 
closed  its  eyes  in.deaih.    On  her  grief  and  vigil«worn 
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cheek,  to  which  .she  Ivad  fondly  pressed  her  suftcring  chiU, 
two  ]nr'^€  variolous  pustules  presented  tlicir  hideous  tigure. 
What  a  lamentable  thing  that  the  other  child  was  uot  ino- 
culated!  "  Sir,  I  was  quite  easy  about  its  safety ;  for  some 
tine  ago  it  liad  a  very  great  eruption ;  and  no  lesa  than 
four  doctors  assured  me  that  ii  was  tl>c  small-poau" 

Address  of  the  protected  child. — Ricliard  Tuomas,So»6^ 
SorriBgton  Street,.  Brook's  Market*,  aged  one  fev,  thne 

Salisbu^S  Sqwre,  «8  ;r,  1804,  JOHN  Wi^JCER* 


Account  of  Diseases  in  an  Eastern  District  of  Londutt, 

from  ikpUmUf^  to  October  20,  imk* 

AevTE  DiSEAtEBr.  Chlorosis    -   -  •  -  -  3 

Typhus  •  J  -  -  -   -  S  Menorrhagia     •  -  •  « 

Ephemera  -  -  •  -  -  3  Vermes    •  ^       *  % 

Dysenteria  -----  4  Ischuria   •  •  -  -  -  ^ 

iUieumait$9ias  Acutus  -  !i  RheumatisniBa  Chnonitas  17 

CHROMC  DISEASES.  PVEEFEaSA  maBASIS.. 

I'lissis                       .11  Menorrhagia  Lochialis  -  5 

-  -  -  4  Dolores  Post  Pactum    •  & 

Tus^is  cuuj  Dyspugta    -   9  Ephemem. 

Pleurodyne   -   -   -   -     5  Absces«us  Mammss  -  •  d 

lMithi>-is  ruhuouiiiis      -    2  Hasmorrhois    -   -   •  -  > 

CJastrodyiji.i     -    -    ^    -    6  -      IMAI^TILE  BiSEASES. 

])s  s|j^|)sia  -----    7  J.>mri  liai4i  -    -   -    •  •  W 

liypocliondriafis  -    -    -    4  Aphthae      -   -   ^  -  •  5 

Hydrotliorax   -    -    -    -    4  liina 

Ascites  ------    3  VfM  iiu  s     -    -    -    -    -  ^ 

Diiurrhesa   «   ^   -    -   •  17  Ophthalmia  Purulenu  -  ^ 

The  diseases  which  usually  occur  at  this  season  of  the 
year  prevnil  at  present  to  a  cimsiderable  degree^.  Com* 
plaints  of  the  stoninch  aud  bowek  are  now  very  general. 

]>>iai-rhrea  and  dysentery  have  more  J'requenlly  occurreff 
than  clK)lera.  The  first  oi  these  indeed  may  generally  be 
considered  as  a  salutary  eflbrfr  of  the  eonstitation  to  thro^l 
oft*  somethiti^  hy  which  it  is  oppressed,  and  is  very  seldom 
productive  ol'  any  seriou»  consequence. 

Though  it  may  be  necessary  to  restrain  it  within  propcf 
bounds/  yet  too  early  an  interffffeuce  is  olten  injarioiis* 
Dysentery^  diough  a  distinct  diseasci  has^  sometimes,  been 
so  nearly  connected  with- diarrhoea  as  to  be  mistaken  fors 
continuance  of  the  same  disease.  In  the  dysentery,  thoagh 
there  is  a  frequent  inchnation  to  go  to  stool,  the  Quantity 
discharged  is  very  siaal),  and  cousiists  chie6y-of-moctts  ar 
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of  nni(  ii>  and  bioufi.  Some  dcirrcc  of  fever  tignaliy  Rttends 
tlie  di^t'etse  ;  but  it  will  sometiniefc  caiituuie,  in  a  (^hrotiic  Liiui 
of  state,  for  a  crjrr-idi  ]  able  tirn^  aftrrlhc  fever  lias  subsided. 
The  s(;iutiuii  of  tins  dii>ease  is  generally  pronioieti  by  the 
disehari^e  of  faeces;  and  those  uiedicincs  whieii  liave  been 
employed,  perliaps  with  some  other  inteiuiou,  have  proved 
useful,  in  proportion  they  have  promoted  the  evacuation 
of  IsBCuleut  uiaUer  which  liAn  been  retained  iu  the  colon* 


CMTICAJL  ANAJL.YSIS  . 

OF  THE 

RECENT  PUBLICATIONS 

PtFFERENT  BRANCHES  OF  PHYSIC,  Sl/^GERY, 
AND  MEDICAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

$chrJn  ^fcfiiciinr,  ar  the  nci:  Unhirsal  Jlistnrtf  and  School  of  Mi  iJi" 
Ciur     fra/i^/dfcd  info  Engliak  from  the  onginai  Edition^  by 
]lowLbT«  M«  1).  ^c.  kc,  1  voh  4tu.  pp.  J 14.  Loudon  1803. 

This  extcnsU-e  work,  wliich  cost  the  industrious  author  the  |)rm* 
cipal  part  of  his  medical  leisure  duriug  the  hist  twenty  years,  con* 
.tains  the  ihilowiirj  parts  or  6ubject6»  viz.  Introduction,  Ihi^tory 
of  Medicine  \vi(!i  Krrors  of  Medical  Sects,  Osteology,  Myolog)*, 
Angioh>{5y,  Neurology,  Splanchnology,  and  a  Couipendium  of 
Phy^iolosy-  Pathology,  and  Syniptomatology. 

The  Jntrodiicfmn  coiitain«5  a  brii-t  Synopsis  ot  the  criginal  K<lition, 
and  a  perirral  e.\|)l;i nation  of  the  |>lale>,  vvljich  are  numerous,  aud 
well  calculated  to  elucidate  ihe  djfi'erent  siibjrct>  of  the  work. 

In  the  hi-itory  of  mediemc,  Dr.  R.  npjiiais  to  have  ])aid  ^ical  at- 
Icntion  to  the  ojunions  ninl  practice  <>t"  I lippncrales,  wljicli  ho  de- 
tails under  atcoiniis  of  lii^  niiatomical  kuuuied^e,  his  theory  of 
geaerath.n,  his  medical  piiuiier,  hisuKiteriu  iiu'ihca,  the  diseases 
of  wuinen  and  children,  in^  i  i;  Uifery,  aiiti,  In^lly,  the  surgery 
of  Hippon  ate?,  for  a{  tiu^  lime  all  these  brant  lies  were  professed 
by  the  biunc  person.  As  we  think  u  sliort  account  of  this  great 
man's  practice  in  moilicinc  will  gratify  many  of  our  readers,  we  shalji 
ffttbjoin  it.  "  In  general.  Lis  practice  is  to  keep  his  patients  on  the 
water  gruel  plan;  to  wait  patiently,  and  watch  diligently,  for  what* 
«ver  course  nature  »av  take  to  expel  the  disease,  in  whidi  salutary 
j>urppso  he  assists.  Although  his  most  common  remedies  are  emuf- 
fions,  hydromels,  thin  farituiceous  ptisans  and  oxymcis ;  yct>  whea 
necessary,  he  employs  bleeding,  purging,  vomiting,  and  sweating.*' 

The  following  Ab&tract  wit)  shew  his  use  of  particular  remediesy 
M  veil  as  Uie  Mate  of  the  materia  mcdlca  in  his  iime« 

lib  3  BARLKt 
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BaRLBT  water,  IJYD&OUBLt  AVD  OXTlCEL.«*»Ift  tCttle 

diseases,  aud  in  epidemic  fevers. 
C.iSTOR  AND  MTURH.'^For  tbe  diseases  of  women,  oktnic- 

(ioiis,  and  hptcric  afiections. 

AcF.TL'M.—  Tor  sore  throats,  ardent  fevers,  vomitings,  pbreiuj, 

pnipneiimony,  pleurisy,  intlanimnt?on^,  nnr!  vi^ciditcs. 

CI.vHi.rcK.-^For  cold  phlegm,  and  intiauHi  ations  of  the  iung?. 

ALLUM.-7-'ro  cnro  hxmonhagcs,  check  utcnuc  discharges,  aud 
8treni»thrn  ihc  uterus  &c. 

SncLs  — To  proniote  the  menses*  and  cure  phlegmatic  diseases. 

I'uEsii  OX  GALL.^As  a  laxativ'c  to  kill  worms,  lor  puigii^ 
suppositniies,  and  uteritie  pcs^arie^. 

Canihauid£S, — la  drupaics,  and  promote  \hc  uriue,  and 
tncnses. 

Diet  op  oviohs. — ^For  the  jaundice,  and  to  promote  con- 
ccption* 

LovG  ABSTtNiKCK  F&OK  VOOD.— In  dropsics,  jaundice^  diar- 
rhocas,  gouty<,  or  rheumaiic  pains,  asthmas,  and  duoidm  of  the 
lung^  and  spleen. 

.  Clysters. For  pains  and  overfulness  in  the  bead,  dry,  hat, 
and  windy  cliolics,  pains  of  tlie  womb,  abdomen,  pleurisy,  feitn, 
pains  of  the  loins,  «lc, 
CnpFivG.  —  For  pains  in  the  head  imd^es,  broiaes,  peripnen- 

mony,  pains  of  the  hip,  and  other  parts. 

Elatkimt  \r — To  purg'-  hi]f,  expel  the  ^tus,  or  poigpincaii* 

Ccrs,  ulcers,  jauiuiire,  sore  thio;:t,  <S:r. 

Frictions,  —  ^Vjlh  oii,  to  &trcng^ipij  weak  joints,  and  rda 

stitF  ones. 

CoLn  BATjr.  —  r<3r  fainting^  and  hysterical  nts,  to  restrain  the 
menses,  prevent  nliacarnagus,  rheumatic  pains. 

To  AvonniD.— In  diseases  of  the  lun^s,  as  asthmas,  coi^ghsj 
consumptionb,  6:c^  diseases  of  the  livcr,  and  labcis  doisalis, 

Juxn»ER  BKRRiE^.rr- As  E  powcrful  diuictjc,  to  povoke  I]m 
discharge  of  urine, 

Asses  wilk^ — {n  excessive  fluxes  from  the  boweb  or  womb,  for 
s^low  fevers,  consumptions,  and  diseases  of  the  lungs* 

Linseed,— r  In  wounds  fmd  ulcers,  and  outwardly  in  emolfictti 
anodyne  fomcntatiops. 

Sovn  APPLES, — To  be  made  Into  drink  for  fcvexs. 

Meconium  qvl  pqppies. Fur  excessive  ^uxes,  and  pains  la 
the  uterus. 

Honey.— For  fevers  and  inflammations  as  a  resolvent.  Asa 

■pectoral  in  cough*.,  and  a  laxative  in  clysters. 

Mint.  —  A  stomachic  iM|d  cordial  tor  vomitings  jaundice,  and 

>veak  stomachs. 

Mv'tinr.  —  For  nio^t  di^iordet-s  of  the  ftomnch,  for  obstructions 
pf  fli"'  mciisc?,  uihI  to  (  Ic  aii-e  ulrrrMhons  in  the  moutli  anfl  gums. 

XlTJit    H<OM    KliVPT,   .MOUK  LI\I\  IOr<»   TifAN  CUES,  OF  A 

|ivt>  coLOCH.  Dt  \ sroiui>Es.  —  For  s'-m*-  throat?,  plcunsic?, 
g<;'if\'  and  rheumatic  pahis,  to  purf^o  phh^L^ni  tVoni  the  i>oweb,  water 
)u  un  anasaim,  for  the  sciiUiu;*  wonib,  and  indurations  in  general. 

6  OuiGAVir* 
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•  <^rigavi:m  oh  TTfYMV.  —  lor  I'uld  phlcgin,  dropsies,  j^ui>- 
•dice,  and  uil  indnU-iit  ch^i  ;i-><'>-. 

11gc;s.  —  TliLir  u liiio  tu  be  givcjj  lu  \\  \cv^  not  ardent,  in  th« 
•driukb,  uiul  tlicir  yolks  ior  c()^.^lls  in  cluiUiLii,  cxccs-iive  utcnu* 
^uxes,  and  all  vvcakiic:>se-,  or  rcUixLitiCKLix 

PurrY  JUICE. —  For  liyfeterk*  pai-n^,  anJ  i^onvuUive  disonlefs, 
liectic  fevers,  diarriuca^  and  dyscjitcr) . 

Tar. — Inwardly  for  ulcere  to  cx]>cl  water  fr«m  th^  womb. 

Pkpper.  —  Outwardly  fur  the  tooth  ach,  and  for  coavulsionf, 
-or  cramps. 

CxRus  9F  i.£Al>* For  disorders  of  the  fiyest  skin,  and  sharp 
ulcerations. 

PsiryT  ROTAL.^For  fevors  and  hysterical  disca^s,  tSc 
diseases  of  women  in  gt>neral« 

Galbakvm. — Aocoinmendcd  as  an  cxpectoraat  and  promoter 
c*f  uterino  dischai^ges. 

RsaiK  OF  TURpe¥TiNE.  —  For  inward  nlccrs,  and  «xcefsiva 
fluxes,  and  uterine  discuses. 

UosB  X.BAVES.  —  For  a  diarrliaeai  diabetes,  and  celajcation  of  • 
the  uterus,  fluor  aibus, 

Elder  beeeies«  — To  purge  in  dropsies  and  uterioe  diseases* 

Sc A M Mox Y  ROOT  AND  J u iCK.  —  To  purgo  ifi  thc sciaticay  ne« 

phritfc  pnmp1/!?nt-,  and  chronic  diseases- 

Squili>  -  io  purge  in  uterine  cowplaiat^y  and  to  be  taken 
in  consumptive  case?*. 

1^Ai'rT>*t. .  —  F<^r  a  dropsy  and  fvnjwcma. 

WiiEY  Du INK. — Foi*  the  cure  ol  ulccratious,  consumptions^ 
fever,  and  tfie  ^r)nt. 

Ass  A  >  tnTij)A. —  r<ir  hys-terics,  ]><  ripncumony,  pleurisy,  jaun- 
dice, and  a  vejy  Uir^t^  dose  to  )>ur>;c  bile. 

SuLVHUtt. —  For  ulcers,  diseases  ot  tlvc  lungs,  and  cutancouM 
^disorders. 

Fr  a  X  k  i  N'c  K  N  s  —  fof  ulccratious,  puerile  asthmas,  stonia- 
iliic,  and  uu  liiu"  c'oniphiints. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  Hippocrates  gave  jwwerful  narcotics,  to 
procure  sleep ;  though  in  some  few  pa4»5ages  of  his  book,  of  the 
disofders  of  women,  he  speaks  of  the  juice  of  poppy,  a$  conducive 
to  the  cure  of  what  we  now  call  hysterics,  lie  likewise  takes  no- 
tice of  mandndbe,  but  cautions  against  giving  it  in  quantities,^  suffi- 
cient to  cause  madness ;  and  he  mentions  much  the  same  of  henbane. 

As  to  baths,  sullumigations,  fomentations,  inci^sions,  and  gar- 
garisms,  ho  seems  to  have  been  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  their 
efficacy,  and  the  proper  seasons  and  manner  of  using  them,  lie 
lays  A  particular  stress  upon  ointments,  but  no  where  mentit^n^ 
plasters*  Instead  of  these  ho  frequently  recommended  catiiphivnxs, 
in  cases  where,  even  we,  perhaps,  might  ^nd  them  preferable  to 
pla^?ters. 

When  bleeding,  and  the  use  of  purgatives,  wliich  were  hlsgj^neral 
meaoi  for  diminishing  the  superfluity  oi  blood,  or  humours,  wcro 
/  Hh4  -  wot 
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not  suffidfflt,  be  then  had  recourse  lo  dtaretics.   His  he  teem  to 
insmuste  In  hb  work  De  Ratione  Vict,  in  AcuHi*   AU  discMci 
terminate,  or  are  cured  by  evacoationsi  made  either  by  the  mouth, 
belly,  the  bladder,  or  some  other  outlet but  sweat  is  comraos  to 
all  diseases,  and  equfiUy  terminates  alt.   For  these  purposes,  he 
sometimes  ordered  a  bath,  at  other  times  sweet  wine,  gpurlic,  onioos, 
leeks,  cucumbers,  melon,  citruls,  cysticus,  both  sorts  of  apina, 
fennel,  maidenhair,  and  night  shade,  as  well  as  aU  add  substances. 
These  several  remedies  he  directed  in  various  chronical  disorden, 
af^er  purgation,  when  lie  believed  the  blood  to  be  still  loaded  with 
ichor.    In  some  cases  he  excited  a  diaphoresis,  but  does  not  ia- 
fbrm  us  bow  he  produced  it." 
^     **  His  sentiments  of  the  niannrrs  of  a  physician  are  worthy  of 
attention.    He  says,  he  ought  to  dress  drrcntly,  to  be  grave  in  hi? 
mannen?,  moderate  in  his  actions,  cha^-te  and  Diodcst  in  the  conver- 
sation he  is  obii^cd  to  have  wiih  women  ;  no  idler,  iciuly  to  answer 
every  body  with  candour,  sober,  paticiit,  always  ready  to  ilo  his 
duly,  without  disturbing  himself ;  and  he  thought  it  rcquiiitc,  lor 
the  credit  of  the  physician,  that  he  should  have  a  Itealtl^ul  iook,  mi 
a  good  coroplcxipn ;  for  men  are  apt  lo  suspect  him  who  has  nst 
lis  own  beaJtb,  to  be  scarcely  instrumentid  to  procure  another's. 

But  what  he  is  justly  entitted  to  admiration  for,  by  pmctitioaen 
in  medicine,  b,  his  generous  acknowledgement  of  his  mistakes,  sad 
ill  succesis.  A  remarkable  instance  we  find  recorded  in  tbc  fifth 
book  of  his  Epidemics.  For  being  called  to  Anionomous,  who  bad 
meived  a  wound  in  his  head,  he  unfortunately  mistook  tlic  wound 
for  one  of  the  sutures,  and  neglected  trepanning  him.  Some  days 
nhet,  the  patient  being  seised  with  a  great  pain  in  his  side,  and 
convulsions  in  both  arms,  he  was  sensible  of  his  error,  and  tried 
tlic  trepan,  but  in  vain;  for  it  being  the  fiftcen^i  day,  and  the 
summer  season,  the  patient  died  the  next  day. 

This  canflid  dechiration  of  his  ignorance  being  the  cause  r»f  <i 
patient's  death,  must  be  admired  in  all  at^es  ;  but  how  few  UnT  w 
his  steps  ill  this  particular  !  how  cai;er  we  are  for  pub!i>hing  cur 
succetis,  and  how  silently  we  draw  a  veil  over  our  blunder**  !  Tliis 
great  author  desired  of  the  gods,  in  recompencc  of  his  labour, 
neither  riches,  nor  pleasure ;  but  a  long  life  in  perfect  health, 
success  in  his  art,  and  to  render  himself  famous  to  pobtehty.  This 
desire  of  his,  is  declared  in  his  oath ;  and  it  was  accomplished  ia 
its  full  extent ;  for  he  lived  one  hundred  and  mne  years,  in  souad- 
ness  of  mind  and  body.    He  succeeded  so  well  in  hb  art,  that  lie 
bas  ever  been  regarded  as  th«  founder  of  it.   He  is  to  physidaas, 
what  Homer  and  Demosthenes  are  to  poets  and  ormtofs.   He  re- 
ceived, during  his  life,  such  great  honoun,  as  were  never  bestowed 
•n  any  mortal.    The  A  rgians  erected  a  statue  of  gold  to  bis  boaMi* 
and  the  Athcnianft  decreed  a  crown  of  the  same  metal ;  passed  an 
fct,  that  himself  and  descendants  should  be  maintained  io  the 
Frytaneum  ;  and  they  initiated  him  into  the  great  mysteries,  an 

konour  rarely  conlemd  on  stmng^rti  and  never  be£m  on  any  but 
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Herciiles ;  and  he  has  left  beyni  kirn,  in  Itis  workit  ma  inmiofftel 

leputatioh ;  for  he  Ims  been  always  considered  tbc  origiaal  loter- 
pretef  of  Jfature ;  and  it  is  highly  probaiile  he  will  etcr  prcierve 
his  glory,  which  above  two  thoiwatul  years  have  not  yet  robbed  bim 

of.  And  though,  even  now,  some  designrng  professors  iiwJcc  A  poiat 
of  obscuring  Ibe  bri^tneM  of  his  fame,  by  unmcaiiiog  sneers,  aod 
dark  innnuattons;  yet  we  are  of  opinion,  that  our  ancient  author 
will  revive,  and  receive  additional  lustre,  when  tlie  works  of  sjcb 
men  perish,  and  arc  lost  in  that  oblivion  they  jusly  merit,  Tbis 
excellent  man  died  in  Thessaly,  in  the  second  year  of  the  hundred 
and  scvrntioih  o1^•nl^iH(^,  three  hundrt-d  and  forty-nine  years  before 
the  birch  o|' Christy  aad  w^-^  buried  between  Uurissaaud  Gortona/' 

(  To  be  ceotiiiaed. ) 


Experim^U  proving  VacciolatioJiy  or  Cun-Pox  Inocnlutioa^  to  he  a 
ptrmanemt  Seeuriiy  againtt  Small-Pox  ;  uUk  FacU  ami  ReimirL-(, 
Bjf  Samuel  Hill,  Surgeon^  T^vmof  Pori4€Mp  and  Surgcou  in 
tie  Kojrsr/  Nary,  Svo.  pp.  47.  Porlsea,  1804. 

It  must  afford  peculiar  satisfaction  to  the  iulvocatrs  for  the 
Jcnmii.ui  Inoculation,  that  in  that  quarter  where  its  lailurc  wn$ 
supposed  to  have  been  detected,  the  most  lucid  proofs  of  it.s  cffifM- 
cy,  when  carefully  administered,  have  been  exhibited.  In  tins 
pamphlet,  dcnlicated  to  the  President  and  Mombors  of  the  Royal 
Jennerian  Society,  the  cases,  perspicuously  detailed,  very  complete- 
ly establish  tl^e  position  of  the  title. 

Vacctolatjpn,"  says  the  author,  bas  been  found  to  he, 
b^ond  dispute,  a  permanent  prophylactic  against  variolous  in- 
iiKtion ;  the  immense  mass  of  evidence,  collected  in  England  alonCt 
and  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  the 
iirst  medical  characters  and  other  men  of  science,  in  the  United 
Kingdom*  and  upon  which  that  committee  decided,  is  soflicient  to 
stamp  its  value  without  the  aid  of  foreign  testimonies.  It  may 
however  be  remarked,  that  it  is  now  practised  in  most  parts  of  the 
known  world,  with  an  astonishing  success:  in  ^hort,  in  all  the 
quarters  of  the  globe,  respectable  medical  men,  as  well  as  other 
philant!iropist:»i  are  humanely  extending;  its  benelits  to  thousands; 
many  of  whom  might  otherwise  fall  victims  to  the  greatest  enemy 
of  the  human  race,  the  smail-pox. 

**  I  commeiK  ed  t!i(»  new  practice  December  5,  ISOO,  and  from 
tlint  tf>  the  present  period  havt'  vacciolntrd  two  hundred  and  thirty, 
not  (im«  nf  which  number  has  ever  taken  ih^^  casual  small-pox, 
though  r\po^cd  to  Us  effluvia  in  af!  possible  ways;  many  of  thenj 
having  beta  in  contact  repeatedly,  atul  cwn  put  inlu  thr  same  bed 
^ith  those  who  had  the  confluent  smtill-pox  so  bad  as  not  to  sur- 
vive that  dreadtiil  and  truly  loathsoim  cJjM».ise." 

"  To  extreme  care  in  the  choici*  of  vaccnilous  matter,  and 
particularly  in  vacciolation,  with  an  attentive  observance  of  the 
progress  of  the  vesicle,  areola,  ^c."  Mr.  Ilili  attnbuteii  the  success 
,|]£haik  bad.    At  all  Uiucd  wlica  iu  ni^  power,  I  had  tho  subjects  to 
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hr.  racfiolatcd  carried  tf>  the  houses  where  tliosc  rciriJed,  from 
whom  I  \vn%  to  take  \;i(  rioU»\is  matter;  and  this  alwavs  on  tie 
<n<ihth  day  or  early  on  thr  nuuh  from  v:jcciolaiioii  ;  I  do  not  rc- 
colU'ct  ever  ubujg  mutter  taken  bclofc  the  former  period  or  after 
the  latter.'* 

Considcriiig  liic  promptness  with  which  some  gentlemen  va^on 
to  experiments,  wilii  douhtiui  matter,  ou  subjects  not  yet  protect- 
ed, we  cannot  withhold  the  following  accounts  ;  nor  refraiu  from 
observing,  that  the  last  case  of  the  author's  is  unhappily  not  the  only 
Me  on  tecord  of  *  wisdom  at  one  eotraacc  qukc  shttt  out'  by  the 
Tttrioloas  iiKiCttlation. 

*^  Before  I  proceed  to  relate  tiui  experiments^  I  wilt  beg  loure 
to  mention  some  unfortunate  cases  of  small- pox,  wluch  I  Iiave 
witnessed  in  the  course  of  my  practice. — In  1797$  I  was  desired  to 
nsil  a  female  child  in  St.  James's  Street,  Portsea,  who  had  the 
casual  small-pox  of  the  confluent  kind,  vety  full ;  and  she  vts 
altogether  so  ill  as  to  allow  me  to  pronounce  a  very  donbtful  pro^ 
Bostic.  Tlie  parents  informed  mc  that  there  was  a  pustule  on  tlie 
left  eye,  on  which  account  o/i/f,  tJiey  wished  my  advice.  On  es* 
•minfttioQ  the  seventh  day  frtjm  the  first  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion, I  discovered  a  pustule,  killy  uaturated,  on  the  pupil :  I  told 
them,  that  if  the  child  e*;ciiped  with  life,  she  would  certainly  lo^ 
the  ej'C ;  as  I  conceived  it  had  (the  pupil)  already  suppurated: 
thry  said,  that  if  I  could  not  promise  to  preserve  the  sight,  I  need 
rrnt  take  the  trouLh^  uf  rcpeatini;  my  vi>-it  :  but,  in  t^:e  course  of 
riL'iil  hours  afterv  .nrb,  they  again  sent  lor  me  in  haste,  and 
*iiewrd  me  thv  renianj^  of  ihc  pupil  on  a  piece*  of  pnper,  whicll 
had  been  forced  out  of  tlic  orbit  in  a  lit  of  coughing.  This  child 
escaped  wiiii  life-  the  tunica  albu^inea,  beiuif^d,  alter  a  time,  to 
till  up  the  vncunm  orca'^ioricd  by  the  los"?  of  the  pupil  and  iri;, 
V  hu  ll  la^t  had  d,hii)  &u|>puv<acd  ;  the  cliild  had  a  mobt  ghastly  ap- 
pe«  ranee. 

**  I  was  desired  to  vi>it  a  rliiid  f)f  ^fr.  Palmer,  of  Hanover- 
Street,.  Portsea,  in  ap:t^d  ten  Nvars;  I  found  hir  with  ssmp- 
loms  of  fever,  which  raa  so  hi^h,  and  the  head  was  so  much 
a4ccted,  that  I  apprehended  J.he  would  not  live  till  morning,  if  she 
was  not  relieved  by  an  eruption.  Some  blood  was  taken  from  the 
arm,  and  the  howels  opened  by  an  aperient  cathartic,  and  she  was 
pitt  into  the  warm  bath;  the  day  after,  July  7,  eruptions  appeared, 
vhtch  soon  proved  to  be  small-pox.  The  feverish  symptoms  now 
afaaled,  and  the  head,  comparatively  speaking,  was  well.  About 
two  hundred  pustules  maturated,  three  or  four  of  which  came  on 
the  pupil  of  the  left  eye,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of  it. 

**•  The  daughter  of  Mr.  Ilarlidd,  then  about  eighteen  mooQis 
eld,  was  taken  ill  in  the  summer  of  1S03,  with  fcveirish  symptoms, 
vhieh  proved  to  be  small-pox»  I  was  asked  to  see  her  on  tha 
eighth  day  of  (he  eruption ;  a  pusttule  appeared  on  one  of  the  eyes: 
the  child  had  the  disease  very  light,  but  had  tlic  appearance  of 
violent  ophtbali!iia.  Every  thing  was  done  to  inodcraic  the  local 
inflammation,  which  was  treated  the  same  as  if  ilic  small-pox  had 
been  out  of  the  question ;  but  without  obtaining  the  desired  end : 
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jtfae  ipupil  suppurated,  and  was  dischargqd  in  the  sbapc  of  p«i« 
Tbts  poor  child  is  bow  living,  ao9  whenever  I  sec  her,  I  lamest 

that  she  had  not  )>een  previously  vacciohitcd. 

*^  I  was  (icsircd  to  see  the  infant  daughter  of  Mr.  Brace,  Hall^ 
way-houses,  Portica,  the  seventh  day  after  the  small-pox  appeared* 

She  had  been  inoculated  by  a  woman,  and  over  the  whole  sur&oe 
of  the  skin  1  could  not  rcci(on  more  than  thirty  pnsttilcs;  and  Toy 
unfortunately  one  of  those  came  on  the  pupil  of  one  of  the  eyes; 
the  loss  ot  the  sight  whicli  wets  the  consequence.  To  these  un- 
fortunate Cilices,  a  long  catalogue  may  he  added,  cxclu.sivfly  of 
those  who  have  died  ol  the  small-pox.  In  the  course  ot  my  diurnal 
visits  to  different  parts  of  the  island  of  Porlsea,  I  frequeully  meet 
some  of  the  children  who  are  subject!!  of  the  preredinrj  cases, 
which  never  fail  to  bring  to  my  mind  the  unbounded  p<)odiie>S  of 
the  Deity,  in  furnishing  an  antidote  to  this  jx^biiienUal  tiiseasc;, 
through  the  great  and  truly  philaiuhropic  Dr.  .leaner.  Contrast- 
in<^  die  mildest  :state  of  variolation,  or  smaii-pox  inoculation, 
wth  vacciolatiou,  there  is  a  great  balance  o!  good,  in  lavuui  ul  ihu 
latter,  which  neither  occasion-s  death  nor  loss  of  sight ;  nor  does  it 
produce  scrophula,  or  any  other  complaint  likely  to  render  life 
.unpleasant :  and  if  I  here  allow,  for  argument's  sake,  (for  on  no 
other  principle  can  1  allow  it)  that  the  cases  lately  brought  for- 
ward as  failttres*  are  really  so ;  considering  the  little  inconveniencn 
which  attcDiled  the  subjects  of  thenif  and  the  few  eruptions  whick 
were  produced,  still  it  would  not  make  against  the  general  practice 
of  YacciolaCion :  for  I  beg  leave  tq  ask»  where  is  the  fond  parent 
who  would  not  with  e.xtatic  delight  court  vacciolation«  for  his  ct 
her,  perhaps^  only  child,  to  ensure  so  mild  a  kind  of  small-pox, 
and  thereby  escape  all  the  horrors  and  deformities  of  those  cliildrcn^ 
whose  case«  i  have  just  related  ?  1  would  add«  that  in  my  oplnicm. 
if  all  the  cow-pock  cases,  in  these  towns,  from  1 800  to  the  present 
tine,  were  failurrs,  they  could  not  make  much  against  the  new 
practice— 4t  would,  comparing  these  towns,  to  all  others  where  it 
has  been  crowned  withsucii  astonishing  success,  appear  but  as  a. 
single  drop  of  water  compared  with  the  ocean,  or  as  an  atom  of 
matter  to  the  globe  itself." 

After  this  exhibition  of  some  of  the  dire  eflccls  of  small  pOTC, 
which  lell  under  the  author's  immediate  notice,  he  gives  some  ap- 
propriaU'  c>xtracts  from  Dr.  Tytlcr':*  tran2»Latiun  uf  the  i:*sedutrophi& 
of  Scevole  de  St.  Marthe. 

The  ten  experiments  instituted  by  IMr.  Hill  between  three  and 
four  years  after  vai  ciolation,  liad  nearly  the  same  results  as  l!yos€ 
of  Mr.  Creighton  and  the  other  gentlemen  we  have  mentioned  m 
our  late  Numbers.  • 

**  In  the  preceding  experiments,  it  is  remark  iblc  that  very 
early  inilajumation  look  plati  ,  and  that  tin  puhLiuied  pai t  rose 
above  the  surface  of  the  skin  in  twcnty-fuui  iiours  after  the  inser- 
tion of  the  matter.  In  Mr.  Gain's  child,  as  early  as  twelve  hours 
ffom  variolation,  intiammation  and  elevation  had  both  taken 
place.  Itching  wet  more  or  lets  troublesome  in  all  the  experi« 
pMnts.;  and  much  more  so  than  ever  I  saw  in  small  pox  inocula* 
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tion.  This  early  inflainmstioii  wtmd  to  confirm  nfi  in  ftiy  6firami 
that  their  babitft  were  imperviocis  to  v&riok>as  tiittter  in  the  way 

ot  inoculation  ;  and  their  resisting  the  casual  small  pox,  cortaiQiy 
proY^^  that  they  were  rendered  insusceptible  of  it,  by  the  premot 
vuccioiation.  Nature,  by  promptly  assembling  her  force«.  at  tlw 
very  point  where  thr  enemy  Iku!  assailed  her,  shewed  that  she  wu 
*letrrmin^d  lie  should  not  enter  lior  (U»minions :  '<he  therefore  wise- 
ly carri-,!  nil  flio  contest  at  a  distance  from  tlic  rnpital,  anri  thp 
cucmy  e.xpcru-nced  a  ddcat  at  the  very  place  where  he  had  hoped 
to  ^arn  a  viciorv. 

The  inrianiinaiion  and  ]ninrtun^s  in  all  ihcbc  cxpcri ments  wcit 
f*{  a  liarkcr  coiour,  and  h.vci  ;i  liardtM-  lecl,  than  in  common  bnvAl 
pox  inoculation  ;  the  hai<lne>i>  was  always  longer  ijoinc  off  than 
, trither  inilanuuaiion  or  eschar.     I  have  no  doubt  that  i  Ci  uiJ, 
■with  lymph  from  the  puncture^,  have  given  the  smail  pox  to  aiij 
OQo  susceptible  of  that  disease. 

H«Ttng  now  completed  these  experiments,  I  shall  faerealkr  boM 
it  improdent  to  varioliiile  after  vacciolation ;  aad  I  shall  dccfise 
in  future  potttng  my  young  patients  Co  that  testt  except  at  tbt 
particular  desire  of  par^nti ;  for  it  has  been  proved  by  cxptn- 
ments  heretofore*  as  well  at  lately  made,  di^t  mwrbific  aatisr, 
and  particularly  the  variolous,  cannot  mlways  be  inlrodiiced  be* 
tween  the  cuticle  and  cutis  with  impunity.  If  vaccMated  perm 
will  resist  the  casual  small  pox,  which  there  can  be  no  doubt  of, 
it  is  4\%\he  sufficient. 

"  I  will  reiete  a  case  which  occurred  in  1801»  which  grwdy 
tends  to  recommend  the  general  practice  of  vacciolatioQ,  and  par-* 
.ticularly  under  similar  circunistmnces» 

I  was  called  to  a  poor  wonuui  in  Havant-street,  namod  P^- 
kins,  v  !i  >  had  that  same  day  only  arrived  from  Plymouth  in  one 
of  his  Majesty's  frii^atis,  on  board  ol'  which  her  husband  senTd 
in  the  quality  of  a  (juarter-gunner.  The  poor  creature  fell  in  la- 
hour  in  the  course  of  four  hours  after  she  took  possession  of  her 
lo'l'>in':'^,  nrni  ot  course  no  accoucheur  had  been  provided;  nor 
indeed  any  preparation  jimtle  for  the  event ;  in  less  than  an  hour 
tlie  infant  was  born.  Having  retired  into  another  aparlraral,  I 
i^fis  inuf  h  hurt  on  re-entering  the  l)ed-chuniber  half  an  hour  after, 
lo  lind  her  in  tears.  Uj)ot^  eiujuiim^  what  the  cause  wns.  she  said 
tliaf  she  was  no  sootier  out  of  i>ne  I  rouble  than  she  had  lulieii  mto 
iiru)ther,  for  a  child  was  lying  deaii  in  the  next  room,  and  another 
extremely  ill,  both  of  the  small  pox.  She  then  a^ketl  nic  to  ino 
<  ulaie  Ikt  inlant  tVom  the  survivirtg  child  ;  it  iuid  liu  confluent 
small  pox  very  full  jiulecd,  and  being  the  month  of  July  and  very 
warm,  I  told  her  i  tliought  she  had  bettor  not  think  of  it.  1  then 
mentioned  cow-pock  inoculation,  and  lecommcnded  it  as  likely  lo 
preserve  the  life  of  her  infant;  she  consented,  audit  wasiaun^ 
dtately  vacctolated  (with  matter  taken  from  Mr.  Porver's  cUU 
the  preceding  month)  before  it  was  an  hour  old.  It  went  tbroagb 
the  ] progress  with  the  greatest  regularity ;  the  eschar  did  not  fiw 
off  till  more  than  five  weeks  from  vacctolatioiiy  aad  »  bewlifiil 
characteristic  mark  was  left  on  the  arm. 
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l^LAK  of  tbe  ROYAL  SUSSEX  JENNERIAN  INSTITUTION* 

h  That  as  his  Royai  Higjiiicss  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  • 
gmeiottsly  pleased  to  honour  this  institution  by  his  patronage,  it 
be  denombiatcd  ^  The  Uotal  SifssBX  Jenvkrian  Ivstitu- 
TTON,*^  lor  the  Exterminatioii  of  the  Small-pox. 

II.  An  annual  meeting  of  this  Institution  to  be  held  on  the 
day  appointed  for  the  meetiog  of  the  Agricultural  Society  at 
Lewes. 

IlL  A  subscription  of  five  guineas  at  one  payment,  or  of  one  ^ 
guinea  annuaHy,  constitutes  a  Governor ;  anr!  a  Governor  is  en- 
titled to  recommend  patients  for  the  bencht  of  this  institution. 

IV.  A  Board  of  THrcctoi-s  shall  be  formed,  consisting  of  a  Pre- 
sident, Vice-President,  and  24  Members,  who  arc  (Jovernors  of  " 
this  Institution,  and  not  of  t!ie  Medicnl  Prote^siun,  live  of  whotn 
shall  be  a  quorum  ;  one  ihinl  of  ttiis  Bt)ard  shall  go  out  annu;il!v, 
and  th«'  vacancies  shall  bf*  supplied  by  lf>f,  from  the  lisr  oi  tlio 
Governors.  They  shall  meet  annually,  at  the  abovr  mentioned 
time,  or  oftener  if  expedient,  to  lake  into  consideration  the  general 
ante  rests  of  the  Sf)cicty,  and  to  receive  the  repf)rts  of  the  Medical 
Council.  This  iioard  shall  br  emi)i>ucred  to  Irame  iaus  and  regula- 
tions, by  uhich  the  In^iiuitiun  siiall  be  £»overned ;  and  they  shall 
order  the  'IVusuo  to  pay  such  monies  as  ^liull  appeal'  to  iiiivc  been 
expended  in  forwarding  tiie  vievvb  of  the  ln'^titulion. 

V.  Trustees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  who 
shall  maaage  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  Society,  and  order 
th«  Treasurer  to  inake  the  necessary  payments ;  they  shall  examine 
the  Treasurer*i$  accountn,  prcnious  to  their  being  laid  befom  the 
general  meeting,  or  oftener  if  deemed  expedient :  —  they  shall  be 
empoiK'ered  to  iuve«t  in  tbeir  own  names,  for  the  Ui*e  of  this  So- 
ciety', such  sums  in  the  public  funds,  as  shall  be  unappropriated  by 
the  Bon rd  of  Directors. 

VL  Mr.  Whitfield  is  appointed  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  cm- 
powered  to  reci*ive  subscriptions  itr  forwarding  this  Institution ;  be 
bhall  keep  a  rrgalar  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  lay 
sucli  accounts  before  the  Tnisteesat  least  once  a  year,  and  oflener  if 
deemed- necessary  ;  and  he  shall  pay  inoaics  upon  the  order  of  the ' 
Trustees,  giving  in  writing. 

VII.  A  General  Court  may  be  convened  by  five  Govertiopj,  ex-  , 
pressing  their  ui^h  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  ln*»litutiou, 
and  Medical  Council ;  who  shall  call  the  same  by  notice  in  the 
Lewes  paper,  at  Icaai  one  week  before  such  meeting  be  appointed 
lo  l>c  held. 

VIH.  Pari^ii  (iliicers  shall  be  requested  and  eajoincd  to  have  l^^e 
paupers  ot  xln-iy  respcMtive  pnnsht»s  imme-dialely  inocuhiteJ  with 
Cow-pock,  and  the  luedual  Oeiiilcuien  employed,  are  requested 
keep  a  register  of  buch  patients  as  they  iiKiy  inoculate. 

IX.  A  Medical  Council  sliall  be  appointed,  tu  e ouMit  of  a  Pre- 
4wd<?ut,  Vic«  Preaidi-fti  and  ;;6  Mciubuji, 'unu-thir«i  of  whom  logo 
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cut  aniiuaUy  iiirrtarjon,  aiui  the  firsr  \'Z  by  bailor.  No  Prc^iflcitt 
rr  Vice  Trc^if^'')?  i^hall  lie  chosen  two  succtr.iins:  nx'^^'^-  f'^i'^ 
Council  «'Iia!)  imme  ^4  IMerJical  Crntlrmcn,  12  of  whom  shall  b(? 
cKo>L!i  by  ball*»t,  to  jiiircor  i  to  thf  va^ancio^,  and  Irom  iho  nnv 
('ijuncil  tbf  Prisidt  lit  ainl  \  ice  Prc'^idci.t  shall  be  also  appointed 
h\  nirijority  of  votis  ;  and  in  case  of  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
the  I'lc-idi-nt  of  the  hut  year  shall  decide  ;  and  this  election  is  lo 
take  place  at  Bri^iiton,  tlic  1/tli  oi  Ma^  in  each  ^ear,  being  the 
biith-dav  of  Dr*  Jonner. 

X.  l  ite  l)U*iness  of  the  Medical  Council  shall  be  to  superintend 
the  .Medical  concerns  of  ihc  Society  ;  to  appoint  btatjon^  in  the 
County  for  gratuitous  Inoculation  uf  Uie  Cow-pock,  and  at  which 
supplies  of  Cow-pock  matter  may  be  coiistantlv  kept :  to  give  io* 
struction  for  Inoculation,  and  to  make  &  report  of  tbe  progress  of 
ttc  same  to  the  Board  of  Directors* 

XL  The  Medical  Council  shall  meet  the  first  Thursday  of  every 
month »  or  oftencr  if  deemed  necessary*  five  to  he  a  quorum  ;  and 
these  meetings  shall  be  alternately  at  Brighton  anci  Lcwes« 

XII.  The  stations  for  gratuitous  Inoculation  shall  be  the  IbUow* 
ing  Chichester.  Arundel,  Midhurst,  Pet  worth.  Worthing,  Steyo^ 
ing,  Horsham,  Bri(;hton,  Lewes,  East  Grinstcad,  Seaford,  £B$t 
Bourne,  Battle,  Tun  bridge  Wells  Hastings,  and  Ilye« 

Nlir.  At  each  btation,  a  Surgeon  shall  atteml  two  days  in  every 
week,  viz*  I'U  the  market  day,  and  tbe  fourth  day  after^  between 
rhe  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  to  inoculate  gratis  !»uch  persons 
as  apply »  and  appear  to  be  proper  objects  j  no  person  to  be  inocnla- 
tctl  who  does  not  promise  tf>  attend  on  the  days  he  is  desired* 

XIW  The  ijuiijeons  in  each  station,  shall,  in  rotation,  continue; 
to  perforin  this  duty  for  three  months,  and  it  shall  be  conducted 
at  the  house  of  the  actiii;;  Surgeon,  who  shall  k*i  p  a  register, 
and  whose  LusineNS  j>hall  also  !*e  to  pre'^erve  \irus  Mcrording  to 
the  direrhous  of  tlje  Medical  C  u'iieil  ;  and  to  distribute  it  to  such 
Snr^cons  in  the  C'tunty  ii^  inay  apply  for  thciounc;  a  list  of  who^ 
luinjrs  chall  be  pte^ei  vt  d. 

XV.  'i'he  Physicians  in  each  station,  by  rotation,  arc  to  attend 
pratis  at  such  appointed  days  for  the  pufpo'ie  of  consultation  on 
any  d  i'jl/'ln!  casi  -  that  uuiy  arise  ;  or  on  ai»y  other  circumstance  rc- 
liiif.:^  to  li.is  .subject,  that  may  require  liicii  uttcationi  aud  ihey 
ail  to  kct'p  notes  of  remai  kal  le  occurrences. 

XVI.  'f'he  Secretary's  iluly  shall  be  to  attend  Medical  and 
Gcneii*!  Meetings ;  he  shall  keep  Minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and 
prejiarc  tbem  to  he  laid  before  the  General  Meeting.  All  letters 
relative  to  the  concerns  of  the  Society,  (except  for  vaccine  virus), 
shall  be  addressed  to  him,  who  shall  fay  them  before  the  Medical 
Council.  Registers  kept,  as  before  directed,  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary,  at  least  one  fortnight  before  the  General  Meetings 
and  he  shall  arrunj^c  and  jn  cparc  such  to  be  laid  before  the  Mcdiad 
Council,  one  week  before  the  General  Meeting. 

XVII.  1'he  Medical  Council  is  empowered  to  appoint  any  other 
atatiuAs  (or  Inocolatioo  they  may  think  necessary,  and  to  fornLany 
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otiif  r  rc^^ulauous  that  may  appear  to  them  to  lorward  the  views  of 

the  Institution. 

XVIII.  The  Aletlical  Council  shall  occasionally  communicate 
\*itli,  uiiil  at  Iciist  once  in  each  year  trananni  lo  the  Sccrekirv  of  the 
Roy  A  I,  Ji..x>'£KiAN  Institution  in  Lnntlun,  a  i^encral  slutcnicat 
Kit'  the  progress  of  thf«  Institution  ;  ami  an  art  i.iaie  account  of  liic 
number  of  persons  who  ^Imli  be  vaccinaied  under  lis  direcLioii. 

Mr.  Ediiv,  in  a  letter  to  the  £diton»  dated  U-\ bridge,  Oct,  8, 
IS04,  says,  **  I  sihould  bff  obliged  to  you  to  bave  the  goodneM  to 
announce  in  the  next  number  of  the  Medical  and  Pbysical  Journal, 
that  I  have  ia  the  press  a  Treatise  on  the  Art  of  Brcad*i|iaklng ; 
great  part  of  it  is  worked  off^  and  Air,  Hood  informs  me  that  it 
will  be  ready  for  publication  some  time  io  November.  The  ititea*  ■ 
tton  of  the  work  is  to  concentrate  into  one  point  of  view  every 
thing  that  is  at  present  known  respecting  the  manufacture  of  brcaii» 
in  order  that  the  knowledge  of  an  intricate  and  interesting  subject* 
which  has  hitherto  been  very  imperfectly  explored,  might  be  dif- 
fused through  evcry^ class  of  society.  And  to  accommodate  it  to  th« 
interior  orders  of  mm,  it  will  be  printed  in  as  cheap  and  compact 
a  form  as  the  quantity  of  Ictter-pre^s  will  allow.  * 

The  subjects  that  are  proposed  to  be  discussed  are  divided  into 
the  following  heads : 

1st.  Tlir  Natural  History  and  Cultivation  of  \Vheat.  ^d.  The 
Mcal/ng  Trade,  includinj^  tJie  grinding  of  Wlieat  and  dressing  it  into 
J'iour.  ,')d.  The  Annlysii  of  AVhcat  Flour.  4th.  The  Analysis  of 
Yeast.  5fh.  The  'J'heorv  of  Fermentation  in  Bread.  6'th.  'Fhc 
Preparation  of  Bread,  includinr;  a  complcat  Account  of  the  Ba- 
ker's Mode  of  making  Bread  ami  Rolls.  7th.  1  he  Substituttn  for 
Wheaten  Bread.  8th.  The  Pre})aration  and  Proservaii<»n  ot  Yeast. 
9th.  The  Structure  of  a  Bakehouse.  1 0th,  The  Assize  Laws  and 
Maimer  of  regulating  the  i'licc  of  Bread. 

l>r.  Bfddoes,  in  a  letter  lo  Dr.  Bradley,  says,  that  various 
interruptions  prevented  hini  in  the  tirst  place  frojn  forwarding  tfic 
concluding  UUervatiuns  on  the  Influenza ;  and  that  latterly  he 
expected  to  be  able  to  obtain  from  the  Continent,  some  valuable 
intelligence  as  to  its  course  ;  a  part  of  its  history  so  necessary  to- 
Judging  of  its  contagious  or  non-contagious  nature. 

He  add«f  that  Immediately  on  the  close  of  the  present  year  will 
be  pat  to  press  an  ample  Report  of  the  Proceedings  at  the  Preventive 
Medical  institution.  This  institution  would  enable  him  immedi- 
ately to  give  fuU  employment  to  an  additional  medical  assistant, 
«ho,  be«ides  being  worthy  of  recommendation  on  account  of  his 
di)«^nce  and  moral  qualities^  should  be  Well  acquainted  with  the 
Common  doctrine?  and  practices  of  medicine.  Dr.  B.  conceives* 
that  among  medical  students  who  have  gone  through  their  element- 
lixy  instructions,  and  are  not  immediately  disposed  to  settle,  there 
tiiust  U  mtiny,  to  whom  the  situation  would  be  highly  advantage^ 
oii>«  e!)[  ccially,  as  to  ample  experience  it  would  add  opportunities 
of  haiAiaa  and  cvmparative  anatomy,  physiological  researches,  &c. 
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*  Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  Editon,  I  have  made  the  neccs<«rr 

obser\ulion5 ;  and  find  th  it  inr  liotise  is  «ntu  fte^  ns  nt/tirlv  as  possible  ^^ . 
by  S.  from  St.  rnuiV.  and  that  its  t^levatiou  above  the  tuf^  iva&et  msirk  tL 
Cheltyea,  is  not  more  ihuu  i'*  or  15  tfcet# 

I  have  added  an  additional  ofdomii  to  tho  pi^eaent  nionth'»  table,  shewing 
the  degrees  of  evaporation  by  an  hygioineter,  cioitmcwd-nearly  upon  the 
|>rind|iie  of  Mr»  Leslie'e;  and  next  month,  if  acreeable  to  the  Euirons  I 
propttse  pvin;4  the  de":rces  of  h'--a  by  the  CentigraHf' r^-s  s\e\\  as  Fahrenheit*! 
t!u  rui  jiii^tir,  tnr  the  piirposc  ot  shewing  the  luupiiuty  of  the  one,  whea 
conijiared  with  the  otiier. 


E  R  R  .A  T  A. 

V.  3a.%  1.  6,  from  the  Knttorn,  dele  the  \vorri>  nucp.** 

^'^4,  L  4,  |)lace  a  6«miculwu  uUcr  *'  time  ;^  and  Utle  liie  prouonn 
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To  ike  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Pkj/ifical  Jouniai* 
Gentlembn, 

Xt  often  happens  that  those  medicines  made  use  of  in  the 
commoii  routine  <lf  practice,  whicli^  generally  speakings 
answer  our  purpose  in  the  established  mcthodus  curaucu, 
in  certain  diseases^  afe  freouently,  from  unfureficcn  and  for- 
tuitous circumstances,  reuaered  totally  inert.  Having  huely 
experienced  an  instance  of  this  kindi  I  ain  iaduced,  witii 
3'our  periaisstoo^  to  give  it  that  publicity  which  tlie  Medical 
Journal  will  afford  it,  frdm  a  thorough  conviction  that  a 
faithful  narration  of  siuiilar  occurrences,  will  jprove  con-* 
ducive  to  the  good  of  *  the  community,  by  adding  to  our 
present  stock  of  knowledge  In  therapeutics,  and  by  jiut- 
ting  lis  in  ])0!^session  of  a  dernier  resource,  when  every 
other  method  has  j)ruved  abortive;  for  such  knowlcMl-.c 
will  jHovc  a  real  ircasiire,  capnhle  of  \\(:arinn:  duwu  ilie 
roiiufh  edge  of  d; ,aj>jM)itilinriu,  and  ^ooiliing  that  anxi- 
ety which  every  pruie^sionul  liiau  must  feel  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  palieut,  as  well  as  Iik  u\m\  reputation;  which 
art'  (K-sidi  rata  of  no  small  magnitude  to  a  man  endiu-d 
with  common  sensibility.  Our  motto  ought  to  he,  Mc  laii- 
sez  rien  a  tenter. 

Having  at  present  t!ie  care  of  tlic  paupers  of  this  phiee, 
I  was  desired  the  other  day,  to  visit  a  young  man  wlio  had 
been  subject  to  a  violent  pnrging  for  some  time  previous 
to  my  attendance.  I  found  him  aifiected  with  many  of 
the  symptoms  of  typhus  gravior;  he  was  comatose,  fre^ 
quently  mattered,  and  occasionally  caiched  the  bed- 
4$lothes;  his  tongue  was  covered  with  a  brown  far,  his 
skin  hot,  pulse  slow  and  feeble.  The  period  for  cleansing 
and  preparing  the  primrs  vise  for  the  exhibition  of  neces- 
iiiry  remedies  had  long  elapsed,  and  the  only  plan  of  cure 
which  i  thought  could  be  adopted  with  any  prospect  of 

(No.  70.)  I  i  success. 
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«'k'cos5,  wns  :it  (yiice  to  endoavour  to  chock  the  purging, 
sHul  restore  pcrspim^ iou.  To  eiVcct  these  puipoie^  I  ad- 
iiiim-tcii'd  the  pulv.  ipt^c.  comj).  beginnui^  with  ten  141.1111$ 
Uncc  times  ii  ila\  .  and  a-^iiigr  the  dose  til;  took  luo 
■scnipU's  in  twenty-tour  hours;  h.e  wm  put  \\\to  tin-  In.t 
hf\x\\,  «ncl  hiul  atWrwards  tlaimel  afiplied  tn  Iks  botiy;  lii> 
iood  was  tariiiaecoiis  and  irehitiiious,  but  liis  stomaeh  wisi 
su,  irritahle,  it  eould  retain  httle,  niul  that  (juickiv  p;'>>td 
through  Imn  ;  hi>  c!L;L'--la  were  utteii  tini;e<l  with  blood.  1 
consider!  <l  bis  (b-ca^e  to  be  a  well  marked  dysentery,  as 
it  was  attended  with  tciu  <iihis  and  shooting  pains  in  his 
bowels,  partieuhirly  about  liie  reg'io  umbilici.  Findhtg  thejie 
remedies  fail,  1  liad  recotirse  to  a  variety  of  astringcius, 
biieh  as  calechn  Si,  cret,  pp.  combined  widi  Wikftiatits, 
and  laudanum  to  tiie  amount  of  gt.  JOQin  the  course  of  tin- 
tlav  and  niu:ht :  but  these  Ivere  uho  useless,  and  dni  not 
appcnr  to  alb  viate  a  single  sytuptom.  i  w*a.<  hithcrfco  cow- 
■plercly  Uiffled,  and  now  detcrtnined  to  Xxy  the  ^fleets  <^ 
stolid  opmm  ;  and,  Grange  to  ^elh  iHs  'took  servcftn ^graiu^ lii 
twenty-funr  hour<,  without  restrain rfig t4ic pargin^.  Tlif-njh 
1  ha\'e  been  in  the  habit  of  treatii«§  dyBCntety  'hi  mr^ioA 
climes^  in  the  \\4ioie  course  of  my  pradrice  1  never  kiietr 
bpiom  have  so  little  c^ect:  it  iVei^ncntly  cu¥ed  Ais 
complaint,  t  may  almost 'Say>  per  ae;  <aM  with  ttie  assi^ 
ance  of  «  aaflihe  pnrgative  or  two,  it  scldoin  failed;  M 
my  piitien^  in  this  tntt  waft  go  much  rcAaccd,  that  ibis 
pradtice  miglit  'have  been  con^dered  as  a^  act  of  uiiipM^ 
4ionable  temeiiiry.  'dur^t  4  Mteatipt  to  ^ivc  a  <!ombtitt>» 
tton  of  caloine^i  whfh  oriiium ;  I  therefore  l^d  recourse  fd 
tnercural  inunction,  ana  wiitK  the  hdppiest  effects  it  crow 
"ed  the  earnest  expectations  I  formed  from  it.  Aboirt  twa 
cnnices  of  the  ungt.  fort,  'were  ruhl>ed  in,  before  its  opera- 
tion on  the  systeht  became  visible.  As  souu  as  hi^  mmitb 
^vas  a  til  etc  d,  his  skin  gruw  moist;  and  on  visilini?  br!!i  one 
inornini:(,  I  was  astonisfied  to  find  him  in  a  pers-pliauuii  so 
.^)rot"uj»e,  tbat  rnr  hair  of  hrs  iiead  i (  s-cmd bli'd  tbe  era:'-* 
in  a  snmniei's  iuorning,  bespangUd  \virh  (\r\\,  I'rom 
hrii<.t  we  may  < onehide,  that  r!ie  hair  wbieii  peopie  lt»€ 
ailcr  fevers,  is  oeeasioucd  liuin  laek  of  moisture. 

Every  untoward  symi'lorn  now  brf-^an  to  vaiTmh;  bi^ 
•Tirmd,  whirb  Iiad  been  ^^o  Kmh:;  oj)|)re:  ed,  again  <\  or  toil 
ils  ratifMial  po\M'rs;  his  stoniaeii,  instead  <'d"  loatbbjjj:  io«'<i> 
h^'iran  to  reJisb  it;  his  pnvgin!:^  *^onn  lett  hmi;  in  'hnf,  tlw^ 
srinudatini:  and  deobstrnent  qualities  of  the  mercury  r<HTT- 
pkM<  jy  restored  the  healthful  eqitilihrium,  v.  hich  appeiirt«l 
to  banre  been  deatro^red  iirofla  waul  of  cuiioubir  socreiioa ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


irft,  -Cwntng,  on  SphacehtL  485 

And  gentle  tonics^  assisted  by  nourlshiog  di^t,  soon  re- 
teored  httn  to  his  wonted  health; 
I  am  perfec  tly  convinced,  that  a  more  general  adoptioii 
those  methods  of  cdre  which  have  of  latfe  obtained  in 
jfche  jmbdc  $ervice,  would  prdve  highly  beneficial  to  private 
practitioners,  aitd  the  public  at  large ;  but  the  ever  to  be 
deprecated  idea,  that  m novations  are  aiwtiys  dangerous^ 
Serves  to  shot  the  door  of  reason,  and  prevent  the  cheer- 
ing rays  of  science  and .  improvement  from  illuminating 
the  benighted  mind;  The  good  eflfects  of  merfcurial  in- 
unction in  typhus  ^nd  malignant  fevers,  have  been  dis- 
pla^'ed  in  numberless  instances,  and  well  nuiu  the  most 
senoos  attention  of"  such  medical  s^entleinen  as  are  strang- 
ers to  this  mode  of  practice:  anri  1  should  not  be  surprised 
to  hear,  tlial  this  treutment  has  been  the  most  suceessCul, 
in  the  cure  of  that  terrible  scourge  wliicli  is  at  prcbcnt 
committing  such  ravages  at  Gihrahar. 

1  lately,  through  the  medium  of  ronr  Journal,  wJica 
treating  on  Sphacelus^  made  mention  of  the  powerful  ef- 
fects of  nitre,  in  Cfu  recting  putrescen^v,  and  arresting  the 
f)rc^ress  of  morLirtcation  ;  two  rases  were;  then  afldueedj 
Vriicre  its  etlieacy  was  proved  in  the  most  unecjuivoe;!l 
manner.  T  have  jit  this  moment  a  patient  untler  thy  carc> 
^vho  had  a  murtirteaiion  on  the  external  part  of  the  fore- 
arm and  hand,  occupying  a  f^pace  of  §  inches  in  length; 
The  integuments,  fascia,  and  part  of  the  muscles  were 
eompletelj  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  extensor  digit i  medii 
tendon ;  and  though  the  mortification  was  so  extensive,  n, 
the  repeated  application  of  powdered  nitrcr  prevented  the 
mass  of  humours  trom  being  corrnpted  by  the  absorption 
of  putrid  virus;  it  appeared  very  evident  at  every  dressing, 
that  the  nitre  had  perfect  command  over  this  dreadful  dis- 
ease, by  entireljr  subduing  that  cadaverous  fetor  which  al- 
ways exhales  hrom  mortified  parte.  When  I  found  the 
^mell  no  longer  offensive,  I  applied  a  cataplasm  of  roasted 
onions  to  the  parti  by  way  of  removing  the  sioi^i^h,  and 
^sisted  its  operation  by  means  of  fomentations^  composed 
t>f  bitter  and  antiseptic  herbs,  such  as  wormwood,  &c.  The 
line  of  separation  soon  appeared,  and  the  sphticolatcd 
'tiartswere  easily  removed,  (the  tendon  excepted,  irhicli 
if9s  a  constdcfrable  time  in  Houghing  away)  when  the 
Unions  were  discontinued,  and  boiled  carrots  Were  applied; 
the  wound  soon  began  to  assuine  a  favourable  aspect,  be- 
Ang  filled  up  #ith  healthy  iloiid -iaaulaliv>n.4^  and  is  now 
Nearly  cicatrized. 
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Ii  \^  v'onliv  ol  roiruuk,  that  tlit  paiiciit'.s  stomach  wa$ 
xi'TV  litlie  iiiV-  cU'd;  l»e  wiis  ciiabU  d  to  take  in  a  sutiicieut 
quantity  oi  nuinmcnt,   v.liuli,  in  all  pruluibiiiiy,  wvM 
not  liave  been  iwv  c'i»>c,  it'  .ibsorpiion  liad  taken  place,  oX 
his  stomacli  hail  been  loaded  wiiii  Itu'jic  (hjsc$  of  bark;  be 
took  tbc  decoct,  cinehonir,  and  was  idh.weil  stronL^  beef 
soup,  with  a  liberal  qiiantiiv  of  pontine  and  mild  ale. 
Dr.  WlUirl!,  in  hisTreulise  oii  Diet  anil  lUgimeiiy  has  re- 
marked, that  pork  pred'wpoees  to  mortiiication ;  nod  I  be- 
lieve there  is  miieb  truth  in  the  observation «    My  patient 
liad  subsisted  chiefly  on  pig-meat;  and  it  appears  from 
the  history  of  his  ease,  that  iiis  inisfnrtune  arose,  in  the 
first  iDstancOy  from  a  smuU  pinipie  on  his  hand,  which  be- 
came  so  troublesome,  that  be  was  induced  to  apply  to  a 
celebtatuJ  empiric,  whose  skiU  was  so  perfectly  baffled  in 
this  case,  that  he  was  constrained  to  acknowledge,  from 
the  black,  blistered,  swelled,  and  frightful  appearance 
which  the  patient's  hand  and  arm  exhibited,  that  the  ca<ie 
required  more  of  the  acumen  chirurgicum,  than  he  couM 
boast  of,  anfl  recommended  his  poor  sntl'erinix  and  delodcd 
patient  to  apply  tor  turthcr  advice,  as  moriilicatiun  iisd 
alicaciy  takrn  place.    Nur  was  it  sui  jJi  i^ins:,  considering 
tiie  treat nunt  w  bich  had  been  «do])t( d  ;  white  lily  ^^^^ 
and  a  variety  of  acrid  substaru^es  were  applied  to  asfiiiage 
a  nuj-t  .ictive  intlannnation  !    As  I  hav(  sii  fVe(jnenily  ev- 
pci  iiMieed  the  i^ood  eiieetH  of  the  reincdv  uliieli  I  xi  stre- 
luiuusly  reetjuiuicnd,  I  re  quest  us  a  pai  Itctilar  fnntVy  that 
some  of  mv  nn dical  brt  tbren  will,  when  opportimitv  of- 
fer>,  publi>li  the  result  of  cases  wliieh  may  occnr  in  thtir 
prat  ticc,  shonid  they  he  di«f>of;ed  to  place  that  eonfidenre 
in  it  whieii  its  ethcacy  so  jiK^^tly  entitles  it  to.    In  a  crowd* 
ed  hospii.tl,  after  a  Gfreat  naval  action,  I  have  known  «nmf 
of  the  stiimps  become  spliaeehins;  but  these  unhappy  "k"" 
soon  fell  victims  to  death  :  1  have  since  often  rci^rcttrdi 
that  tlte  virtues  of  this  invaluable  medicine  were  then  on* 
known  to  me.  ^ 

It  has  lately  l>een  nsrertained,  that  the  nitrous  ncid  ^fi^ 
possesses  the*poiver  of  destroying  contagion,  on  which  ac- 
cotmt  Governn^eut  supplies  |<lie  Navy  with  tlte  materiah 
and  utensils  necessary  for  the  .purpose  of  fumigation.  H 
has  often  been  prf^ved,  that  malignant  ulcers,  exposed  lo 
the  action  of  the  fumes,  hate  been  converted  into  a  miW 
state,  and  busily  cured:  yet,  Iraving  a  kno^led?^  "f 
these  circumstances,  I-mnst  confess  that  I  was  not  indnccd 
to  nsc  tills  re'medy  from  any  analogical  inference  striking 
my  mind,  but  from  the  simple  idea^  after  a  fruitless  strur- 
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gle  to  subdue  the  foptor  issuing^  from  a  sphacdoiis  foot^ 
ibat  as  nitre  was  found  to  preserve  animal  substHuccH  from 

putrefaction,  it  nii.^ljt  also  arrest  its  f)roiiress  wlici'i  coiii- 
incncod  ;  and  siu-li  iias  Ijecn  iii\arial>l^  ihc  rebull  114  lliC 
CUifs  wliicil  liuve  conu-  11  :.(U  r  111  v  rare. 

U  may  not  bo  ainis.>  tu  iiKjuiic  iiilo  llx^  iiionus  opi  iaiuU 
of  tliii  medicine,  uliicii  I  .shall  only  am  !n[)t  in  a  cursory 
luanner,  and  leave  tiie  rest  to  those  wlio  a^c  more  lond  of 
speculative  and  ehetmeal  inquiries  than  1  am. 

MoJern  eheaii.st>»  have  discovered,  that  Jiitre  is  u  coin- 
|msitiun  ol  o.\y;^en  and  azole;  and  niiatever  may  be  the 
component  parii  of  anioiui  6ub»tauces  in  a  state  of  putres- 
iccncy.  It  IS  certain  thry  contain  some  part  very  greedy 
of  oxygen,  whicb  is  readily  imparled  by  the  penetrative 
and  soluble  nature  pf  ibis  salt^  tbat  seems  to  neutra* 
lize  and  render  the  offensive  mass  perfeetly  ittnpeuous. 
Charcoal,  wtiicb  is  said  to  eoniaia  a  quantity  of  oxygen, 
has  frequently  been  applied  to  mortified  parts;  but  it  is 
probable  tbat  it  cannot  u;ive  it  oui  witb  the  fume  fiicility 
an  nitre  docs;  on  wliicn  account  it  is  less  efficacious. 
Though  ibis  line  of  the  poet  be  pot  applicabkv  Omne 
tulit  punctual^  qui  miscait  utile  dulcc,'*  i  hope  the  request 
I  have  made  may  be  attended  to,  and  llu»t  the  time  I  have 
iin()':oyLd  on  this  paper  will  not  bc  caiiiitlered  as  mis- 
|»enl« 

J  am,  §vc» 

liowicj^,  IV-br.  13,  180 J,  UALPII. CUMING 

SOMK   HeMAUKS  ON  THK   Pr  i:.S  lRV  ATT  OX    ANO  ^IanagE- 

,Mi  NT  OF  Li.ix'iitis ;  bij  G.  Wilkinson,  Munber  of  the 
Mi  da  ill  Snc  'uti/  if  Ijo/uloii,  of  ihc  Rotfat  Cotlctxc  of  Snr- 
ifr  J/7S  of  Edi/ibuiiih ,  and  Honor-  r  11  Slember  <d'  ike  Mc" 
ilicdl  Soc'ulif  of  Aha  du  n,  Littrari/  and  P/n/osopkica I 
^uci^ti/  of  Wi  urtntle  upon  Tifm,  and  Chirurg(k^k*hif$ical 
SocUti^  of  Edinburgh^ 

Cjf  LiEATLY  as  the  Art  of  Medicine  hsm  of  hite  years  been 
improved  by  the  industry  nnd  diligence  of  its  professors; 
yet  so  much  remains  to  be  done,  that  we  can  scarcely 
flatter  ourselves  (as  human  beings)  that  it  will  ev'-r  attain 
its  ne  plu$  uUra^  or  state  of  perfection.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  vh»tever  ten4s  to  ita  advancement  in  the  smallest 
degree^  howeTec  frivolous  U  mj^y  ^pp^ac  to  the  indolent, 

I  i  3  *  careless^ 
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pareless>  and  unreflecting  purt  of  mankind^  ^ill  neveribii 
less  be  regarded  as  importiint  by  the  wise  and  pnideaU 
«  1  have  |>eeu  led  to  tliese  reflections  tVoni  the  inquiries  of 
yqur  Cori'espon(l(  nt,  S.  M,*  relative  to  the  monality  an^ 
preservation  of  leeches;  a  subject  of  many  other  app»^ 
rently  triiing  appco'lagcs  to  Medical  bcieuce^  that  not 
only  appears  to  be  little  understood,  bqt  very  much  neg^ 
lected.  Very  many  animals^  and  indeed  ^luiost  every  )iv, 
ing  creature,  has  become  more  or  less  the  object  of  the 
inquiry  of  ingenious  Naturalists;  but  that  wiuch  relates  tq 
this  useful  and  (I  may  jusjtly  say)  valuable  reptile,  the 
leech,  appears,  so  far  as  I  am  i^quainted,  to  be  very  mucif 
neglected. 

IV)  trace  its  first  introduction  into  medical  practice  horn 
the  earliest  period  of  time,  with  its  natural  history,  pre^ 
servation,  aiid  management,  and  to  compare  its  effects 
with  those  of  venscscction,  cupping,  blistering,*  scarifies- 
tton,  caustication,  canteriz&tton,  and  vqriops  other  cxter* 
nal  means,  used  for  the  cure  and  alleviation  of  diflfereat 
complaints  and  diseases;  together  with  what  relates  ta 
their  action  and  eifects  produced  on  the  animal  system, 
locally  or  generally,  would,  undoubted]}',  be  of  no  snail 
acquisition  and  importance  to  Medicine.  That  soch  an 
Inquiry  is  not  ttnwortliy  the  attention  of  some  of  yoar 
learned  and  ingenious  Correspondents,  whose  leisure,  abb? 
liry,  and  inclination  might  induce  them  toprosecnte  lo 
useful  and  necessary  o  sQbject>  there  ^an  'be  but  little 
doubt. 

Your  Correspondent,  S.  ^I,  speaks  of  the  great  mortality 
that  happened  among  his,  ana  other  gentlemcna' Ueehesi 
«         nearly  at  one  and  the  same  time;  and  as  his  paper  is  dated 
in  the  month  of  August,  and  ihese  deaths  seemed  to  occir 

in  the  piLceilinc;  months,  it  is  by  no  means  improbable^i 
,  that  such  an  accident  nu\y  have  proceeded  from  tiie  heat 
of  the  sun,  or  dcp^ree  of  temperature  in  which  they  had 
been  kept.  Thai  ii  luis  frequently  been  the  case  with  leeches 
IvCpt  in  «uch  .situations  in  sinniner,  I  have  often  known  to 
occur,  and  souietimes,  ihou'^li  not  tVcquuntly,  in  very  severe 
winters.  W  hau  vcr  ditilrcnee  there  may  Ik;  m  itje  nature 
and  piopeities  of  the  w  a^  r  in  which  they  arc  to  be  kept, 
ctui  to  he  n  matior  of  dispute;  Mr.  W  iiitlamf  prefers 
^iver  10  spring  water,  an^  your  Correspondent  S.  M.  and 

'     '  liC 
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W  axe  of  aplpipa  it  sjiouid  be  rcnc  weil  ciaiiy.  The  former 
gentleuuiu  alsaruvowiueniU  that  this  wnter«  (but  fur  wh.it 
reusoQii  ha<j  not  asslgued)  previous  to  its  lxsl-,  should  be 
kept  in  a  cisu  i  n  two  or  three  days  \  and  in  coJd  wewtherji 
chat  it  shoulii  be  in  a  tepid  state,  Mr.  Ring  says,*  ''that 
the  wholesale  dealers  in  leeches  keep  them  in  spring  wate^ 
during  the  severity  of  winter,  becaui>e  it  is  then  warmer 
than  aver  water;  possibly,  it  may  be  better  than  river-water 
during  the  summer,  because  it  is  then  colder,  and  parti* 
cularly  if  the  putref«iction  in  river-water  have  any  share  in 
producing  the  mortality  in  (question He  aho  savs,  It  ia  - 
obvious  that  a  cdoI  situation  should  be  preferred  in  sum- 
mer, and  a  warm  one  in  winter."  These  remarks  of  Mr. 
King,  are  perfectly  consonant  to  my  experience,  not  only 
with  respect  to  tlie  spring  in  prc'ference  to  that  of  river 
water,  but  also  tlint  of  the  teni[)eratnrci  of  heat  necessary 
to  keep  thciii,  whu  h  in  summer  I  have  deerned  not  hiirbtT 
rhcin  (ky^;  and  in  winter  not  lower  thau  ^0*^  oi  i  ubixuUcit's  * 
tiiermoincici . 

Th.c  ('itirnrti  change  oF  the  water,  for  which  your  Concs- 
ponilrnt  and  Mr.  WhiLhun  couiriui  as  necessary,  though 
not  uotieed  by  Mr.  Kint^:,  seems,  so  far  as  my  ob^t  i  \  .uiuii* 
extencl,  to  be  \>i  no  essential  seyvKre.  Water,  wben  pure 
and  ti  (  >l)  tioui  a  hpi mir  or  river,  is  in  the  Scripture  phrase 
farmed  iivii/g;  but  when  deprived  oi  its  vitalitv  hv  juitre- 
i^H'  tioii,  or  rareHe<l  by  iR-at,  beconies  dead.  Ihi5>  process 
hf'Uevcr,  \vbi(  luakes  phice  mueli  sooner  in  water  {dime  ibaii 
that  in  which  leeelie«i  are  kept,  even  in  the  sanie  de^^ree  of 
teinf)i  niiure,  is  a  iaet  ilmt  cannot  have  escaped  the  notiee 
ot  those  persons,  who  tor  any  lenu:ih  of*  time  have  been  in 
.  the  habit  ol  observing,  bow  much  lunger  \vaier  retains  it* 
i>wceiDes»  ia  which  lUsse  «aiiaftUaM»  k^f^  dl^d  aIso  ma^U 
ikih  ill  (xiass  globes. 

Perha|:}s  the  vital  princifiW  of  the  anui^lf  resident  in  it* 
natural  element)  may  contribute  in  no  small  degree  tp 
upl^iiid.  Off  ippport,  for  tk,  \o»gwt  spac«,  ^f  tim^  (than  it 
•therwiae  would  do)  tbf  nit^li^  ol  the  water;  and,  vice 
V*nH9  tiUe  vitality  oHUe  watev,  when  in  a  due  sti«te  of  tem- 
^rature,  may  be  said  t<»  Sl}||pon  the  animal. 

These  old  fashioned  iM^^k^,  whick  I  ha^vc  hazarded  oa 
accoi^nt  of  theii  b«i«g  eaikr  uad^fstppd  by  general  read- 
^ts,  (thm  tho8«  of  nii^^D.  ^hemica)  pbra^eologv)  may 
l^rliaps  secv€  ta  expim  the  rea«Di)s  wb^  kevbe^  are 

I  i  4  more 
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^  more  subject;  to  die  in  vessels  containing  a  great  nnmbec 
and  in  wliicli  there  nmy  not  be  a  sufficient  proportion  of 
water  to  each,  than  of  a  small  number  which  are  kept  in  a 
Jargc  quantity  of  water;  and  also  serve  to  developc,  in 
gome  mea'JurL,  the  late  mortality  complaioed  of  by  your 
Correspond*  ni  S.  M.  as  well  as  other  considerable  losses 
tbat  may  havt*  huppcuod  to  others  in  similar  situations. 

Li't'ches  which  I  have  kept,  although  not  more  than  sir 
or  cii^ht  together,  were  usually  put  in  an  ciuht-ounce  vial^ 
nud  ij,!ve  stnuciinKs,  v\ci\  in  ^n inner,  not  h  id  their  water 
chaii'refl  lor  some  wccksi  and  iu  \ui:U'r  1  have  kept  a  si;ni- 
lar  n  nub -r  even  to  two  mouths  or  more,  yet  I  iiiLW*  aiv  :  s 
^ouud  the  water  frrc  from  iiulor,  although  I  then  rii;in^'  d 
U;  but  even  this  was ul'ten  done  by  way  of  preveniiii'^ 
iiiii^lit  not  have  happcucil,  than  perhaps  any  injiny  tli««t 
Vould  liave  taken  place  aiu  r  twice  or  thrice  this  ap.icc 
time  had  elapsed  ;  lor  I  havp  kiiuwn  not  a  few  instances  in 
■which  from  one  to  two  or  three  h'cchr;;.  kept  in  a  hkt; 
Jiituatiqiij,  have  remained  alive  for  nine  months,  or  abcne 
a  year,  without  a  change  of  watery  and  .this  last  was  aot 
(bund  putrid* 

It  has  not  un frequently  happened,  that  when  one,  or 
perhaps  two  leeches  died,  that  these  were  such  as  bad  4 
Uttlfe  before  been  applied;  and  not  being  sufficiently  dis- 
gorged, were  thcD  put  in  a  phiai  with  qtiiers  that  bad  not 
recently  bitten;  the  blood  remaining  in  them  from  their 
bite,  being  afterwards  evacuated  in  the  water,  it,  in  the 
apace  of  six  or  seven  days»  became  putrid,  but  was  in- 
stantly changed^  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  tfiose 
remaining.  The  putrescency  of  the  water  in  this  in* 
stance,  perhaps,  v^as  as  much  occasioned  by  the  blood  as 
the  dcatn  of  the  leeches,  which  proceeded  from  tbeir  im« 
proper  treatment,  they  having  been  applied  by  an  nnskil- 
fiil  person. ' 

Of  late,  it  has  been  customary  for  me  to  keep  leeebei, 
immediately  after  they  have  bitten,  in  a  se^parate  viaJ,  and 

to  e\.unlne  tliem  daily,  being  of  opinion  that  such  arc 
Jiiore  liable  to  die  than  those  that  are  fiesh^  or  have  bilten 
some  time  [nior,  and  are  recovered. 

No  siu'^le  leech,  nor  any  number  that  have  recently  bif- 
tCn,  sh  )ijfd  be  put  into  a  fresh  stock,  or  amnnGr  «;uch  aa 
are  in  he  s'th,  nfler  having  perlomied  their  (dlice;  this  nn* 
'  penrs  to  be  more  requisite,  as,  should  any  of  the  number 
die,  it  will  he  di.TicuU  lo  determiuc  to  what  mI  v  4^^. 
pertain,  or  lo  what  cause  their  death  is  to  be  mip,utcd» 
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In  one  instance,  where  a  single  leech  had  f)een  kept  ia 
^vatcr  mull  a  lilted  tor  more  than  liix  months,  ;uid  in  another, 
where  iwo  were  in  a  bunilar  sitiintiotl,  the  water  of  both 
was  not  tuMiil,  but  somewhat  muddy;  this  being  throwu 
iiwiiy,  and  tVcsIi  added,  theyi  iu  the  space  of  four  or  five 
tiays,  WL'ie  touud  dead. 

rVom  ihe^^e  eunsidt  rations  F  have  been  induced,  on 
c*hanf>iiiL5  the  wiiti  r  in  whi.  li  Ireches  are  kept,  whether  for 
a  ionic  <'r  short  space  of  time,  except  it  be  onee  everv  two 
or  three  days  that  I  lia c  occasion  to  use  liK-m  (and  then  X 
omit  this  process)  to  mix  one-third,  or  lialf  as  mueii  fresh 
to  the  old  water;  a  precaution  which,  however  frivoloi* 
it  may  appear,  seems  not  unnecessary,  as  the  variation  or 
|ii0erence  between  these  waters  (but  oa  what  account  I  do 
not  pretend  to  say)  most  likely  occasioned  the  death  of 
those  already  noticed. 

These  occurrences*  which  seem  merel)r  the  result  more 
of  accidental  observation  than  any  designed  experiment 
for  the  real  ascertainment  of  the  facts  I  have  advanced, 
tend  to  prove,  that. the  frequent  change  of  water  is  by  no 
ineans  so  absolutely  necessary  as  is  supposed ;  for  the 
proofs  already  slated  appear  more^  1  think,  to  discourage 
Its  frequent  use  than  what  has  been  advanced  in  its  fai^ur* 
says,  that  his,  and  friend's  leeches  diedj  notinth* 
standini^  this  fnecaution;  and  in  most  instances  this  has 
been  found  to  be  the  case  generally,  more  especially  at 
has  been  already  noticed,  where  there  has  been  a  const* 
derable  nnmber  crowded  together  in  perhaps  |oo  small  a 
portion  of  nrater,  added  most  probably  to  that  of  a  heat  of 
too  great  a  temperature. 

Twe  subject  next  for  our  consideration  is,  that  of  their 
application,  management,  and  the  treatment  posterior  to 
the  performance  of  their  office*  These  being  of  more  rea] 
importance  than  superficial,  self-sufficient,  or  inaitentiv^ 
obricrvers  may  deem  necessary,  will,  1  am  persuaded,  h^. 
considered  in  a  very  different  light  by  those  wiic  have 
experienced  the  dittieidties,  accidents,  and  disappoint 
ment??,  wilIi  ubieb  it  i^  not  Liniiv  qm  iitiy  attended. 

A  wfue  glass,  of  a  l.-u\xer  or  sinalier  cirenmfi  reu^e,  and 
proportionate  to  the  snriaee,  or  part,  to  wbieb  one  or  more 
of  these  animals  are  to  be  applied,  seems  much  more  con- 
venient than  tlie  finL^cr.s;  and  that  not  only  with  a  view  of 
ol>s<rvi:i<^  tlieir  motions,  circumscribin'_r  their  limits,  rc- 
iairn'n;4  tliem  in  their  proper  place  as^ic^ned  for  tin  ir  bite, 
[Hit  it  also  tends  to  support  ihem  when Jiiling,  and  thereby 

I  preveuti 
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prevc:nts- their  sopiifuUti^  from  tUe  parts  ^ooiier  ttuuj  tUey 
otlierwi>('  wu'ilci  do. 

TofLNintiiK  lUem  an  the  tempJes,  piil.cs,  sjroin,  scrotum, 
fcnee,  or  elbow  joints,  ev^'-Hdij  when  tuiiirtied  iiom  blows 
pruauciiiLj  extravasation,.  iVioe,  neck,  and  certain  tiimouri 
f)f  a  circuuiscribt'd  magniiuue,  as  well  as  the  iiiiibs  of 
chihiien,  6wc.  a  sjuialjqr  gh\>s  will  not  only  be  necessary, 
but  the  dotrree  of  prebsiur  should  be  sucn  as  to  prevent 
til  fir  (^^cape,  and  so  mano^<  d  ns  not  to  give  pain. 

l^•ior  to  their  bein^  pnt  on,  the  parts  should  be  cleaned 
frotn  such  a[>j^licatiu»is  m  have  been  ]>rcviously  used,  with 
a  sp(M"ii;o  (ri|>p»»d  in  soap-lather,  and  wiped  drv.  Tliis  pre- 
caution, ilioti'j-h  soinetiines  neglected,  seems  absolutciv  ne- 
cessary, as  ll  r  <  ircct'*  of  some  remedies*  not  only  prevent 
their  bitinti;,  but  to  iny  certain  Jiupwitdgc  iuxve  almost 
in^^tnntlv  destroyed  them. 

On  hoin;^  ap{>liv'(l,  they  sometimes  lie  loni^  in  a  torpid 
stnte  ;  and  at  othcis,  they  recede,  will  nor  bite,  or  evca 
tonch  the  part,  but  tenaciously  adhere  ?n  the  top  of  the 
glass;  on  renjovini:;  rhcm,  aiu!  applvini^  oiiiers,  thetf  have 
immediately  lixed,  and  on  then  taliuiiT;  olF  alter  beini* 
U^hittcd,  those  whW^!^  before  reiused  have  aft'  rwards  bH- 
ten,  no  doubt  from  the  effects  proiiuccti  on  them  by  tha 
blqgd,  with  which  thej  are  in  ('ontac  t.  To  a»cerrain  thi^ 
fact,  I  have  wi  tiiiies  piinctmed  njy  hand  on  its  »jp[>eP 
•urlacc  wiili  a  lancet,  on  rubbing;  the  ports  with  this 
Mood,  frecjitcntly  succeeded,  when  tor  a  long  time  they 
refused  bitinir,  after  a  sntall  portion  of  sugar  and  water, 
and  even  iwiik  alone,  or  mixed  witK  the  san>c,  had  failed. 
In  ftl"iort,  so  much  patience,  a«  well  as  dexterity,  is  requi- 
Mte  in  the  management  of  thej^c  cajmcious,  or  rather  imi- 
al>l<?  animals,  that  it  may,  notwithstaiKling  the  apparent 
simplicity  ol'  such  an  operation,  he  considered  a»  an  art. 

Some  instances  have  occurred  where  they  had  bitten  and 
remained  on  the  f>art  but  for  a  short  space  pf  time,  so  as 
to  have  got  but  little  blood;  by  dint  of  patiently  retain- 
itrg  th^i»  on  the  part,  1  bavt  found  tiiaC  they  l€lit»4 
^gain,  anci  performed  well. 

In  cases  where  the  ub#  of  leeches  is  orgenl,  it  seems 
mfedimt  (if  they  can.  bo  procured)  to  hftae  ibem  not  only 
large  one«,  but  where  a  number  are  requirod  to  be  appiiei^ 
to  be  pn^aied  with  ten  or  ^  doam ;  bj  these  »eai)$,  ^^c 

baft 
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liave  mt  owly  a  choice,  w  ame  wiU,  and  ochm  will  not 
bite,  l>itt  a  gre«i^r  oerialntjp  of  effeeuag  our  purpose  mm 
c<Mi>pleteiy, 

It  hus  iicv€)rtbeles&  happened  not  a  few  timei^  when  t 
have  bad  occasion  to  use  thcin  in  the  cveuing  after  sun* 
set,  that  18^  where  1  used  candle-light,  aiihough  I  have 
sometimes  tried  half  a  dozea  separately,  or  two  at  one 
fiine,  that  they  would  nothite;  moreover,  I  have  also  re- 
marked, that  in  cloudy,  or  ruiny  weather,  particularlj 
when  the  b  irometer  was  Jow,  they  were  equally  averse.* 

These  animals,  as  I  have  sometimes  experienced,  do  not, 
and  indeed  will  not,  bite  on  places  covered  with  hair,  more 
particularly  on  the  seaLp,  where  it  la  strong,  and  thick 
set;  for  admitting  this  part  to  be  close  shaved^  I  have 
found  the  sharp  poinu  of  the  incised  hairs  so  greatly  to 
annoy  them,  as  to  prevent  their  fixing;  but  on  the  temples^ 
the  hair  being  of  a  thinner  texture,  or  less  thick,  by  close 
shaving,  not  only  a  larger  space  has*  been  procured  for 
their  range,  but  they  have  more  readily  bitten.  In  like 
manner,  if  the  hair  is  close  shaved  from  the  pubes,  grofw, 
scrotmn,  arm-pits,  &c*  for  reasons  already  named,  they 
wilF  more  readily  bite  than  they  otherwise  could  have 
done, 

J^xchisiye  of  what  has  already  been  said,  there  8tiU|re- 
mains  some  other  remarks  necessary  to  be  noticed,  wVick 
IS  the  situation  c£  the  patient's  body  previous  to,  or  at  the 
time  of  their  appHcadoft;  this  should  be  in  a  borieontal 
posture,  when  applied  to  the  belly,  sides,  breast,  or  breasts^ 
(these  last,  in  women,  may  be  elevated,  and  also  the  scro* 
twn  or  testes).  But  when  applied  to  parts  appertaining  to 
the  head,  as  the  temples,  face  or  neck,  a  sitting  posture 
will  answer  the  purpose  by  reclining  it  in  whatever  postme 
k  may  be  suitable.  The  upper  and  lower  extiemtties,  with 
the  posterior  parts  of  the  body,  to  which  last  they  are  but 
aeldom  applied,  require  no  particular  directions,  but  may 
be  managed  according  to  cfrcumstances ;  those  regaiding 
the  Inoetn,  such  as  the  gums  lips,  or  inside  of  the  checks, 
may  be  left  to  the  prudence  and  discretion  of  the  opera^ 
tof|  or  operators.    In  these  leal  complaints,  it  however 

appears 


*  Hmt  leeches  m  inftnimced  by  the  stale  of  the  weotlier,  there  caa  be 
pe  doabt;  aiul  on  ibis  accoont  many  perseos  have  cootiid«red  tbeoi  as  tolf»- 

mblv  ncriirate  hiirotneters ;  be  this  as  at  mav,  my  experience  \ins  not  yet 
furiiihur  (I  me  widi  a  ^utUcieiit  auiubcr  of  obbervatiouii  to  ascertain  this  i'uct 
■with  strict  uccurucy. 
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;.j>prnrs  to  me,  that  their  should  be  Inid  aside;  fof 
wiiatcver  advantage  may  be  expected  m  be  derived  troai 
iheir  application  in  such  cases,  ihey  certainly  arc  not 
worthy  the  attention  ot  the  medical  ad viser^  operator,  or 
that  of  the  perplexity,  uneasiness,  and  risque  incurred  by 
ihe  patient;  and  this  more  especially  as  it  is  safer  to  use 
the  lancet  where  gum«>boiIs  or  abscesses  are  to  be  opened; 
pr  if  this  is  not  necessary,  ftcarili cations  or  incisions. 

I  should  have  noticed,  that  when  the  leeches  are  firmly 
fixed  on  the  part  or  parts,  and  in  the  act  of  sutiion;  they 
ought  by  no  means  (which  not  unfrequently  happens  from 
the  awkwardness  of  the  patient,  or  person  holding  the 
glass)  to  be  disturbed;  this  ought  to  be  so  managed  as  to 
support  them  when  fixed,  till  they  are  glutted;  the  gbw 
being  reclined  so  as  to  admit  air;  and  the  operator,  while 
\n  the  act  of  performing  his  ofiic  c,  should,  to  prevent  his 
jirm  being  wearied,  i  e>t  it  on  souk  thing  solid. 

isuppo^ing  however  it  should  happen,  wliicli  it  would 
not,  if  the  operator  was  not  a  mere  buiiL^N  r,  he  luivias; 
the  leeches  in  the  glass  to  see  what  is  tioing  on  ;  I  .'.iv, 
were  they  to  bite,  or  h\  on  improper  plaei  s,  or  uliai  li 
ftiM  as  bad,  on  hi^  fingers,  or  h«-)n(l,  rc mri'.on  salt  hnnij^ 
ii I ^lys  ready ,  (he  should  be  earelul  not  to  pull  attlieani- 
ni<i]  lest  he  destroy  it,  and  perhnps  iiietlVei nally  put  ti>e 
patient  or  himself  to  uuncce^s^irv  pniii)  a  liule  slioutd  l>e 
pur  on  Its  mouib,  which  wiii  iiii>tuatly  c^iusc  it  to  fali  od 
safely. 

Our  n<*xt  inquiry  relates  to  tlieir  treatin?nt  after  having 
bitten,  the  ni<'e  manairement  of  wbi(  h,  is  ot  ilie  utmost 
importance  fur  their  future  preservuiion  ;  and  this  is  the 
more  to  be  refjnided  v,  h*  n  we  rt  Beet,  that  after  havini; 
,  done  their  oihce,  they  hlm  by  a44uy  considered  at  no  iui* 
ther  use. 

By  some,  fluMr  death  has  been  asenbf^d  to  what  they 
term,  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  blood,  or  other  fluids 
imhihed  ;  and  tliis  opinion  has  become  stronger  in  propor- 
tion to  the  greater  or  less  distance  of  the  time  of  their 
dying  when  separated  from  the  parts  bitten.  If,  e.  g.  a? 
IS  u^unliv  the  case,  they  arc*  thrown  on  a  large  quantity  ot 
salt  provi(l(>d  for  their  purgation,  their  immediate  deiiili, 
which  is  the  nc  eessary  consequence,  is  aserihiMl  to  tlit 
cause  above  mentioned,  nud  is  also  considered  in  tUe  same 
hght,  shofdd  they  die  in  :t  )fin'2  r  or  shorter  time  iitur 
being  put  into  vyater;  but  if  tiiey  fortunately  escape dcjitli. 
from  the  more  skilful  management  by  the  salt  not  comini; 
in  contact  with  other  parts  of  their  bpdy,  excepting  tlie^r 
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tauuths,  the  niarvellous  o^iuioa  uf  the  poison  received 
Vanishes. 

Whaifvcr  may  be  the  notion  of  the  poisaiious  eftccts  of 
lloud  sut  ivL'J  bv"  lceclR>,  a>  lu  occasion  llit  ir  dcalli,  i* 
to  n;r  a  nicrc  chinura  ;  i  do  not  tliiiik  ilicv  can  be  injured 
bv  It,  provided  they  arc  piDperly  managed  after  pel  loim- 
iiij^  their  otiicc,  antl  tius  not  only  tVom  reasoning,  but 
wv  exten^ivt^  experience  couvinces  uie  ut  its  talhicy. 

Neither  do  1  believe  tlmt  a  leech  or  leeches,  which  may' 
bave  beeo  previously  applied  to  patients  in  the  biuall-pOA, 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  venereal  bubues,  or  other  atfeclioni 
of  this  sort,  or  to  eaiieeroiis,  venereal,  or  phajradenic  ul- 
cers, bite  of  &  mad  dog,  or  any  other  specitic-  dij^ea-e  >N  i)at- 
evcr,  wiU  or  can  communieate-  a  similar  alVection  ;  aud 
lUis  no  more  than  I  ever  believed  that  the  matter  taken 
tor  inoculalion  from  the  small-pox  of  a  child,  lahonrini; 
at  the  time  nndei  acrophula  or  lues,  could  communicate 
those  diseases.    As  for  any  other  mode  of  treating  them 
than  that  with  common  salt,  I  profess  myself,  totally  un- 
accjuaitited;  but  as  this  has  answered  completely  to  my 
satisfaction,  and  needs  only  to  be  used  with  cantton,  I 
shall  proceed  to  relate  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  i^d. 
Having  prepared  a  large  shallow  clean  plate,  and  some 
salt  by  itself,  togetlier  with  a  bason  half  full  of  fresh  water, 
I  put  the  leech  or  leeches  thereon,  after  they  have  bitten, 
i  then  take  a  small  portion  of  salt,  equal  to  a  moderate  • 
pinch  of  snuiF,  compressed  between  my  thumb  and  fore  Bn- 
ger,  to  make  it  fine,  and  place  it  in  contact  with  the  mouth 
of  the  animal.  I  carefully  avoid  at  the  same  time,  touch* 
ing  with  it  any  other  parts  oP  its  body,  which,  should  this 
4u»ppen,  may  te  easily  pushed  gently  off  with  the  fingers. 
This  canses  it  to  contract  itself,  should  it  not  immediately 
disgorge,  into  a  thick  short  round  form,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  projects,  and  turns  up  its  mouth  into  a  sujull.  taper-, 
ing  apfifarance,  resembling  a  proboscis,  and  in  this  state 
will  often  remain  for  some  seconds,  in  a  sort  of  torp  or,  till 
at  length  it  recovers  by  disgorging  a  small  quantity,  and 
at  other  time^does  not'  The  salt,  which  1  afterward  increase 
a  little  in  quantify,  is  then  so  put  on  the  plate,  that  the 
animal  in  its  progressive  motion  may  come  as  nearly  as 
possible  in  contact  with  it,  by  its  mouth,  no  oihc;  parts 
being  allowed  to  tnnch  the  salt,  to  prevent  the  injiny  rc- 
fjuiting  from  its  application,  which,  should  th.is  hapjxMi, 
will  more  or  less  damage  it,  by  corrugatini;,  or  bliNteritig  • 
Its  body*    This  niode  of  procedure,  though  slow,  is  not 
ultogelher  unarausing,  and  it  is  curious*  to  pciceiVL  how  it 
•  '»*  avoidi 
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avoids  the  salt  on  sliqiitly  touching  it  with  it>  inouih, ivIm  H 
if  it  should  come  in  contart  IxMn-aili  ihis  part,  it  drir^  \\(\{ 
appt'ar  to  be  distnibcd  ;  l^m  should  it  firmly  fix  it-  i:u»fiiti 
on  the  salt,  which  is  ottcn  the  case,  it  is  sure  to  vi/snit 
iHost  f>lv.'utiiuUy,  snuu  Tlnies  in  a  <»njall  lliroadv  stream,  afid 
nt  oth<TS  in  small  c::ulp5;  the  blnod,  as  may  be  naturallr 
expected,  is  at  first  of  fi  moderate  red  colour,  but  on  mix- 
ing with  the  salt,  a  beautiful  searlct  hue  disuses  itselt«  at 
it  were,  qnaqnaversum,  from  the  centre  to  tlie  circiim- 
I'crence.  In  this  manner,  it  is  necessary  to  proceed  by 
ulternately  placing  the  salt  to  its  mouth,  till  by  reiterated 
flisgorgements  tire  animal  has  emptied  i^lf,  which  msj 
he  known  from  its  being  reduced  to  tbe  size  it  appealed 
prior  to  its  applicauon,  aivd  from  its  ceasing  to  ircMiiit  on 
coming  mgain  in  contact  with  tbejsalt;  but  as  tbe  dose  of 
the  salt  may  be  carried  to  too  great  an  excess  by  kf 
frequent  Fepetitions,  and  has  happened  to  be  tbe  deaa  of 
^wo  of  my  vermicular  patients,  a  third,  after  rematDisg  a 
long  time  io  a  state  of  torpor*  recovered,  it  beiioves  us  lo 
act  with  no  small  caution 4  and  as  a  proof  of  baviog  car* 
Tied  this  evacuating  plan  too  far,  tiie  leech,  when  anfici* 
enUy  puriiicd  from  its  blood,  not  only  appears  to  be 
reuuced  to  its  natural  size,  but  is  apt  from  beiag  be^M 
this,  brisk  and  Uvely,  to  become,  when  plied  with  too  much 
salt,  inactive,  and  turns  on  its  bai  k.  it  ia  then  high  time 
to  throw  it  into  the  liason  of  fresh  water,  and  if  it  is 
from  injury^  it  will  immediate]^  fri»k  and  play  about,  al* 
jihoagh  I  have  known  them,  alter  remaining  for  some  time 
in  a  state  of  torpor,  ultimately  recover.  Such  of  these 
leeches  as  have  gone  through  the  processess  ive  have  de- 
scribed, and  appear  to  be  perfeptly  recovered,  should  be 
kept  separate  from  those  that  are  sickly,  or  in  a  state  of 
vital  suspension ;  this  is  the  more  nccessRfcry,  as  in  .case  of 
death,  they  will  be  apt  (as  has  already  been  fainted)  ta 
prove  destructive  to  those  which  are  in  health* 

I  ought  to  have  stated,  that  where  much  bloorl  was  evap 
cutfted  on  the  plate,  from  one  or  two  leeches  falling  off 
together  or  separately,  it  should  be  afterwards  cleaned 
with  a  wet  sponge,  in  order  to  admit  others,  as  well  as  to 
avoid  the  confusion  and  embarrassment  by  its  quuotity  and 
disagreeable  tenacity,  enveloping  and  adhering  to  the 
leeches,  as  well  as  with  a  design  to  observe  their  motions 
when  under  the  evacuating  plan  *,  and  I  must  also  remark, 
that  placing  a  little  salt  occasionally  at  tbe  Terge,  or  ex* 
treme  circular  boundary  of  the  dimised  blood,  in  which 
they  are  surrounded^  this  suU  being  diluted,  has  the  ad- 
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Vnrjtagc  of  opcrnting  less  forcibly  on  •evety  part  with 
which  it  comes  in  toutact,  <tnd  rs  the  less  liable  to  (h)  them 
any  material  injury.  Scpaiaie  pfntcs,  or  rnihcr  eh^iuiifcg 
one  plate,  utter  ctieh  leech  h;is  beeu  ptiriin-'-ci,  i»cc*i»»  mjCKh- 
sary  from  what  Iim.s  been  suitl. 

Leeches,  managv^d  in  the  caiftiotis  "manner  we  liave  ub- 
sriAed,  moMt  assiire<lly  will  survive  after  their  oper^tion^ 
be  they  ever  so  frequently  Hpplie<l  ;  ami  it  is  reinarluibic,  f 
that  such  as  are  in  the  habit  of  bitinir,  are  {jrelei  alJe  to 
those  that  are  tiei^h  or  iintrieil,  44^  (bev  iwore  irr«nulilv 
i^i^ten  ibenisclves  Ofl  tlie  parts  to  which  they  are  applu  d, 
ilie  iarix(r  ibey  are  the  better;  the  niicblle  sixe  reijiiirc 
ttorc  in  n Limber  to -ecjual  the  effects  i)UL  a  few  ul  ilic 
fbruier,  >\hjle  the  s«hail  ones,  even  hi  dineasen  of  ehihhen, 
Afipcar  to  be  but  of  verv  little  ii*>e,  e.\'ec])tiiig  in  son^  cases 
of  extravasoition  of  bU/^uki  hot  deeply  seated;  aiifl  ihesi* 
bi  r,  even  trom  the  -gentle  rrt  lUtienL  recoiameuilcxi  aiUT 
buni?r,  flic  inii<  h  lr?s  liable  tc;  .survive. 

Fi  «MU  v\  ii.ti  ba^  i>ceii  i>ai(l,  it  evidoiill y  appears,  that  tlie 
cuiiMiiiiptioM  or  rather  tiestruetioii  ot  leeeiies,  proceeds 
■perhaps  as  much  from  the  barbarous  murders  iiijudieiuusly 
commuted  on  them  nftc<r  having  j)erformed  their  office,  a-> 
th.il  of  Kec^piiig  or  prc«Jerving  tiicm  lor  mere -sale  tui  tUc 
tousumcrs.  And  u  may  he  uiken  i'cn  crraated,  that  these 
persons,  from  die  sor(nd  avarice  of  tlie  retail  (b_•aler^, 
who  hnve  lately  experieuced  the  r^wcets  of  their  enormous 
-|»rofus,*  -Will  hereafter,  hv  their  ke^  pino:  up  an  artlHeiai 
•uearcitv,  *?till  continue  (d  not  checked j  their  inTpr}sii;i<»U'*^ 

it  eaniH*i  ii»(?refore  be  duubted,  that  niiou/d  iliesi  ani 
maU  be  carefully  preserved,  \^hich  by  skilful  manaiz:eni(*iit 
after  their  o[)eration  (fr(»ni  the  rules  prescrilied)  lliey  are 
iiiost  hl^^■ly  ro  be,  their  scarcity  and  eiMjrmous  \)r'u'C  ivill 
iioionlv  be  le»enefl,  hut  tl»eir  use  hum^c  coni-ndlv  extend- 
X'd,  and  that  among  the  inferior  class  of  people,  wltioU  at 
-their  prt^  :ii  iNorl)itant  j)rice,  seems  almost  imi'o>f>iI)le. 

As  Hi  positive  and  eonvineing  pruof  of  ^^  b:{t  i  have  just 
now  advanced,  exehrsive  ol  what  [  have  (  \  pcriciiced  gene- 
1rally,  l  mu^L  beg  have  to  remurk,  thai  In  ing  under  the 
-neceBsity  invscH'.  of  u^iuLi.  leecyres  in  a  complaint  recpiirfng 
their  reilcruicd  appiicuiion  fur  moxc  thau  ^tnk  luoniii^, 

and 


*  \  Dir.-  Cori  t  s  "x^mlunt,  S.  M.  sav!*,  ihn?  in  Ft-broary  and  Maroli,  this 
prescuL  veur,  they  could  uat  be  purciias*  cl  m  CJoveiit-Gurdcn  M.ti  lcct  lur  • 
Jesft  then  39. 6d.  oich.   At  pn»eat,  AwvM'st  6,  they  fetch  8  w  9s.  per  d<a«.'n ; 
•kss  tbiti  twc'U  e  years  oga,  he  b<au«:lit  ihi-m  tor  39.  9d.  or  3s.  pei*  hondreU*  ^ 
Mso*  and  i'Hts.  jovaa^ty  ^'o.«7,  Vol.  %u. 
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and  not  being  able  to  procure  more  than  ten  of  a  toleraLljf 
large  size^  1  applied  iive^  altematciy,  for  at  least  tiWy  m\c^, 
in  we  space  above  mentioned;  of  these,  two  were  lo&t^a  tbirci 
was  given  to  a  patient^  which  was  kilied  by  mal-treatuicut, 
a  fourth  died,  and  the  rest  remain  in  perfect  health. 

To  point  out  more  cleurly  the  important  advantages  re- 
snlting  from  such  laudable  industry  in  the  preservation  of 
these  useful  animals,  I  have  made  the  following  estimste: 
And  though,  according  to  the  careless  treatment  generally 
oscd,  one  leech  seldom  bites  more  than  once;  yet,  to  gi?e 
a  fair  and  reasonable  statement,  I  have  allowed  such  to 
bite  twice* 

Number  of  leeches  used    —      —      —      —  10 

A  pplied  alternately,  five  each  time,  to  the  number  of  50 
Mumber  of  bites  for  the  whole,  amount  to        —  850 
Number  of  bites  for  each,  considering  their  alternate 
apnJication     —      —      —      —      —      —  ^ 

Number  required  according  to  the  general  treatment 
to  perform  the  same  number  jo(  bites^  allowing  each  to 
bite  twice      —      —      —      —      —      —  lit 

This  number,  at  3s.  6d.  each,  as  lately  sold  at 
G)vent-Garden  Market,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  21  17  ^ 
Ten,  at  the  same  price,  will  amount  to    —      1  13  0 

Money  saved,  £.  20  $  6 

'In  this  part  of  the  world,  they  are  sold  at  a  more  re-^ 
duced  price,  about  9s.  per  dozen  ;  this>  however  variable, 
produces  no  alteration  in  the  comparative  diflPerence,  but 
leaves  the  money  saved  proportionably  the  same. 

If,  in  the  instance  wc.  have  related,  this  ccconotnicat 
practice  appears  so  InLil^ly  beneficial,  its  general  adoption 
cannot  l)ui  bo  productive  of  immeu^e  adv;intasces,  as  tlie 
great  benefit  derivable  from  the  acouomi/  of  life  in  these 
hitherto  neglected  aniinals,  will  beronio  a  pmu  ipal  means 
oF  preventins:  their  iuidre  scarcity,  \\  hi(  in  nui  a  lew 
instances,  vvtierc  their  n^e  is  absolutely  necessary,  cannot 
easily  be  replaced  by  ujiy  other  Uiwaus  capable  of  produc- 
ing sinitlar  eilecLs. 

Sunderland,  N<n,!f,  um. 
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To  the  Editors  (^^  the  M^ical  and  Physical  JoujtuU^ 
GentleueM; 

disease  of  hepatitis  siippiiraiis  terminating  favonr- 
abiy,  beiw|j;  a  rare  occuri rncc,  hut  very  few  instances  of 
>^hic  h,  if  auy,  arc  tipi>ii  iccoril,  I  have  Iran smi tied  to  you 
the  foihiuiiii^  case,  aud  rct^ucat  jou  wiii  give  it  a  place  la 
the  Medical  Journal. 

W.  B.  aged  twenty-three  years,  a  private  in  the  Txiyal 
Ihrminghaia  \  ohniteerii,  when  marching  in  a  very  \:u{  nay 
in  June  last,  wiih  the  battalion,  from  Litchfield  to  Bit- 
inini^hani,  was  suddenly  taken  ill  on  the  road,  but  coii- 
linued  Ills  niaieh.  1  saw  him  two  days  after  his  arrival 
here,  v\hi  n  lie  complained  of  a  pain  in  his  right  hypo- 

"chondrium,  extendmi;-  to  the  scapula  on  the  same  side^ 
witii  coui;h,  ami  inahihiy  to  Ik;  on  tiie  left  side,  and  every 
other  symptom  of  acute  hepatais;  his  pulse  was  quick 
iind  full.  I  ordered  him  to  be  bled  to  5xvj.  immediately, 
a  large  blister  to  be  applied  to  the  right  hypocliondriura, 
and  a  laxative  niedieine  with  calomel  to  be  token.  The 

'blood  exhibited  imu  li  of  the  inflammatory  or  buify  coat, 
but  the  symptoms  were  not  much  alleviated,  and  vene- 
section waii  ordered  to  be  repeated  to  the  sanie  rpian- 
tity  as  before,  and  small  doses  of  tartarized  antimtmy 
to  be  taken  frecjueiitly.  The  diseharq:(*  fu»m  the  blister- 
ed part  was  kept  up  by  tlic  application  of  tlie  nn- 
guenLum  caniharidis. ;  snbacitl  fruits,  atid  low  diet  were 
enjoined.  Tiie  day  foliowini;-,  he  f"'»iiiul  himself  better, 
but  not  free  from  pain  ;  the  blood  iiad  the  same  aj"*- 
pearanee  as  before,  and  his  pulse  being  still  full  and 
strong,  he  was  a'j^ain  bled,  after  the  iiu^  rval  oi'  one  day, 
to  5xij.  The  blood  still  showed  a  slight  intlamniatoiy 
coat,  and  he  found  him>olf  mu(  h  relieNed,  tiic  j)ain  liaving 
left  hi^  shoulder,  and  l)eing  aide  to  lie  on  his  ie:>  "^ide,  hut 
he  «til!  tt'lt  some  uiieasiness  about  the  region  oi'the  livir; 
Ids  appetite  was  bad,  and  his  ancles  became  cedemutuus* 
lie  was  now  ordered  to  take  small  doses  of  calouiel,  morn* 
ing  and  evening,  and  (llie  part  wliere  tiie  blister  was  ap<» 
plied  being  healed)  a  drnchin  of  the  unguentum  hydrar- 
Jtyri  was  directed  to  be  rul)bcd  into  the  side  twico  a  day, 
and  Ik^  Took  a  mixture  with  abont  fivr  'hops  of  iaudiinuni, 
three  times  a  rlav*  This  wa'i  ccniiimed  ior  a  few  days, 
^hen  l)r.  (Jariuiclauol  attended  tUtj  uuticut  witU  lue ;  his 
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cough  bfcnmo  more  troublesome,  and  u-a^^  followed  by  a 
jpnruleiil  expectoration.    On  examining:  the  art'ccted  side, 
a  small  tumour  was  observed  with  slii^ht  fluctuation,  and 
the  patient  be!i^an  to  complain  of  cold  bln\  eriugs,  and  soon 
afterwards  became  bectic.    Wc  had  now  no  doubt  but 
$  that  suppuration  of  tlie  liver  was  taking  place,  and  a  sctoh 
being  passed  tlirongh  tbe  tumour,  imre  than  a  quart  of 
irery  fetid  matter  immediately  issued  from  it,  and  the  ex- 
pectoration  of  pus  ceased  :  a  mixture  containing  the  nitric 
acid  and  camphorated  tiactore  of  opium  was  prescribed. 
The  discharge  from  the  seton  contmiied  the  whole  day. 
On  Ae  room i tig:  following,  wheti  we  saw  our  patient,  he 
Vns  in  a  most  deplorable  sittiation ;  the  thread  of  the  seton 
not  havifig  been  properly  tied,  had  come  out  in  the  night, 
and  the  discharge  tirom  the  side  h;id  stopped,  but  large 
quantities  of  feticl  pus,  of  a  coffee  colotir,  mixed  with  bloc«» 
^vere  emitted  from  the  month  ;  the  cough  was  most  urgent, 
the  poise  weak  and  rapid  ;  cold  drops  of  sweat  were  distil- 
led from  every  part  of  liis  body,  and  his  cheeks  wcrr 
fthcrnately  overspread  with  a  deadly  paleaessy  or  flushed 
with  hectic  fever,  and  a  speedy  dissolution  was  to  be  ex* 
pected.    \oarly  two  large  chamber-pots  full  of  pus  Were 
rims  dlselmrged  from  his  mouth  in  about  twelve  hours. 
The  thread  was  immediately  replaced  through  the  tumour, 
and  poultices  applied  to  the  side,  and  small  doses  of  opi<- 
atcs,  with  mucilages.  See.  prescribed.  In  a  few  hours  the 
discharge  by  the  mouth  ceased,  and  never  returned;  that 
from  the  side  appeared  again,  and  in  Considerable  quanti- 
ty.   The  day  following  the  patient,  though  eztretnely 
U'caki  felt  himself  much  easier,  and  the  Violence  of  the 
cough  (thougli  it  troubled  him  for  some  time  afterwards) 
was'  considcrahlv  abated.   lie  continued  the  nae  of  the 
aiiovc  medicines  with  trifling  alterations,  for  sotnetimef 
•which  were  afterwards  rhnng^  for  the  decoctioto  of  bark 
with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum.  Hie  hectic  feVer  ^adnally 
left  him,  and  the  cough  and  pulmonary  affection  (pre- 
duccd  by  the  discharge  of  the  matter  through  the  dia* 
•phragm  and  lungs  to  the  mouth,)  have  now  entirely  di^ 
af>peared ;  and  after  the  space  of  three  months,  tbe  whole 
of  which  time  pus  continued  to  issue  from  the  affected 
part,  be  perfectly  recovered  his  health,  and  is  now  as  well 
as  at  any  period  of  his  life,  excepting  that  his  tide  is  not 
yet  quite  healed. 

\  On  beipg  present  some  time  ago  at  the  dissedioa  of  Ae 
body  of  a  person  whu  died  of  enteritis^  evident  marks  of  a 
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former  soppmation  of  the  stonach,  (from  whteh  the  pa* 
taentliacl  recomed,)  were  fimnil.  I  may,  perha|>i^  tramc 
you  with  the  case  at  some  Aitore  time*  i  am,  &c. 

^mngham,  S^t.B,  IflOi.  GEO.  EBW.  MALB,  M.  X). 


To  the  Edilors  of  ike  Medical  and  Physical  JournaU 
Gentlemen, 

I  Have  read  with  mvcfa  pleasure,  in  your  biehly  usfeAil 
Joarpal  of  the  last  month,  an  ingcnioos  and  Kberal  com* 
manication  on  the  eare  of  a^oes,  by  your  oorrespoodeal 
Mr.  Snoir.  I  cannot  but  thiai  it  reflects  the  highest  credit 
on  him  and  all  others,  who  come  iwward  with  so  mnch 
professional  candoar  to  state  facts,  vnbiassed  by  prejudice 
or  false  hypothetical  reasoning  and  theory,  or  maKinp  real 
troth  and  actaal  benefit,  as  many  do,  their  last  consider** 
tion«  I  am  most  deddedly  an  advocate  for  tha  use  of 
emetics  in  the.  cure  of  agues,  in  the  form  of  naoaeattn|f 
jdoses,  as  has  been  recommended.  You  certainly  act  by 
them  on  the  skin  in  a  way  that  cannot  be  done  by  any  o« 
tber  means,  stitnulatinfr  the  excretory  surface,  relaxing  its 
spasm,  cutting  short  tne  rigoiir,  altering  its  form,  and  uU 
timately  curing  this  kind  of  fever;  for  although  1  do  not 
consider  spasm  os  the  cause  of  intermittent  fever,  but  nS 
©lie  of  the  train  of  symptomi,  yet  no  doubt  its  removal 
by  this  stimulus  ou  the  sc?itient  extremities  of  the  nerves, 
is  always  importantly  necessary  to  tire  cure.  My  object, 
then,  in  thi^,  is  to  suq,2:est  an  improvement  in  the  emetics 
had  recourse  to  in  the  cases  meotionpH  by  Mr.  Sfiow ;  it  if 
what  I,  lit  j^veral  t  i^ses  of  late,  havt'  limluiiuly  use(i,  and 
in  niost  instances  wnu  the  happiest  e*fect.  1  unite  with 
the  tart,  aiiiim,  an  (  tjual  part  of  the  cuprum  vitriol,  and 
two  parts  of  tlie  pulv.  ipecac;  thia  I  ^ive  in  Huiail  riii<l  le* 
peati'd  dose*?,  so  as  to  prodiia?  nausea  or  slis^ht  vofii  i  nng  at 
the  commeui  <  iiK-nr  of  each  paroxysm.  Tlie  a<Ua:Uai^c  I 
think  of  tliis  URniieint  over  that  of  the  tart,  .niliin.  alone 
js,  tliat  with  it«?  emetic  property  is  coiubiiu  tl  a  tonic  one. 
1*t)e  repeaird  use  of  it  docs  not  iiiK  i  Kkj  with  or  lessen  the 
tone  of  the  stomach;  the  strength  of  the  system  is  kept  np 
and  increased.  Nature  is  enabled  to  t  -\ert  herself,  and,  wild 
this  asststanee  of  ait,  to  throw  off  the  morbid  impiusaioa 
tnad'j  upon  iier  by  the  poisou  of  tWcr.     1  am,  Sic. 

]firmmUn^hum^  SuffUk,  OcU  14,  1804.  1^  DAVIE* 
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Tif  the  EdUQn  of  the  Medical  and  Pii^sical  Joumuli 
Gbktlbmen>- 

The  observations  wliich  have  occurred  to  me  on  pe- 
rusing Dr.  Kinglake's  Dissertation  on  Gout,  are  bj  m> 
means  inimical  to  the  mode  of  cure  there  recommended; 
for,  I  think,  that  with  a  due  degree  of  caution,  it  Is  the 
true  remedy  indicated  by  the  nature  of  the  disease;  and 
which  will  finally  prevail  over  the  prejudices  that  have  m 
all  a^es  obstructed  the  free  nse  of  it ;  though  it  seemi 
that  in  a  few  instances,  which  ought  to  have  we^hl 
from  the  celebrity  of  their  names  in  medical  sbience* 
(I  allude  principally  to  the  examples  of  Dr.  Hanrey  and 
l>r.  Gregory)  it  has  been  adopted  without  fear,  and  been 
attended  with  no  bad  effects,  that  could  in  fair  reason  bs 
attriboted  to  it;  yet  the^  have  not  been  sufficient  to  o|>en 
the  eyes  of  the  generabty  of  medical  orofessors,  or  to  in* 
duce  an  imitation  of  the  practice.  Dr.  K.  i%,  1  think,  much 
to  be  commended  ior  having  introduced  it  to  the  notice 
and  consideration  of  the  medical  world;  and  1  hope  bis 
theory  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  cure  lie  re- 
comniends,  will  undergo  a  thorough  investigation.  I  bsve 
mo  wish  to  raise  frivolous  objections  either  to  one  or  the 
other;  but  with  respect  to  his  theory,  it  seems  to  me  a 
mere  gratuitous  assumptkio,  that  gout  is  a  disease  of  the 
ligaments  and  tendons  only,  as  no  proof  is  offered  to 
establbh  so  necessary  a  position ;  necessary,  I  mean,  to 
his  theory ;  because  on  the  truth  of  this  fact  the  impossi- 
bility of  constitutional  or  visceral  gout  is  made  to  depend. 
I  might,  I  think,  as  plausibly  maintain,  on  the  other  side  of 
die  question,  that  gout  cannot  be  a  disease  of  the  liga> 
jnents  and  tendons,  because  there  is  no  connection  of 
•saociation  between  the  ligamentous  and  tendinons  stmo 
ture,  and  that  of  the  visceral  orj^ans,  its  primary  seat.  But 
I  apprehend  such  a  mode  or  arguing  will  have  little 
weight  with  Dr.  JCinglake,  or  any  philosophic  mindi  to- 
vraras  establishing  what,  nevertheless,  I  believe  to  be  tnie, 
namely^  that  gout  is  not  a  disease  of  the  ligaments  and 
tendons. 

I  rather  agree  with  those  physicians,  who  consider  it  si 
o  disease  of  the  membranes  that  cov^r  the  joints  which 
from  their  'situation,  their  perpetual  extension  and  coo* 
traction  on  the  frequent  motion  of  <he  joiotSi  are  liable  is 
.  greater  raolnlitj^  an4  oonieqnently  more  susceptd)le  of 
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infitimmation  than  the  iiiLiribrancs  in  iht  ir  viciniiv;  and 
t'roiii  the  simihiiUy  of  their  structure  with  the  iiiciiiL>raiiuii  ^ 
parts  of  liie  stomach  and  liver,  janay  have  their  action  as- 
sociated with  those  important  vital  organs.  Perhaps  IJr. 
Kinghil  r  would  i'ind  it  ditticult  to  assign  a  reason^  why, 
when  gouty  intlaiuni  aiuii  attacks  the  tendons  and  Hga- 
ments  of  the  great  t  je,  and  of  the  ancle  and  kuees  iu 
succession,  or  at  ihe  ^auic  tiiije,  the  iutermediute  parts  of 
that  structure  should  escape  witiiuut  injury.  But  there 
seems  no  luoia  for  sitch  an  ul)jection  ou  tlic  view  of  tho 
disease  which  I  have  presented,  iSow  supposing,  (and  1 
am  inclined  to  think,  that  go*lt  is  produced  ou  the  txtre- 
jnities  in  this  manner,  though  I  am  ready  to  own  that  the 
subject  is  very  obscure,  and  perhaps  will  never  be  explain- 
ed) supposing,  I  say,  that  some  important  viscus,  or  some 
membranous  parts  of  it,  becoijie  atlected  with  a  degree  of 
torpor  in  consequence  of  cold,  owing  perliap:^  it»  a  deficient 
becK  lion,  cau»ed  by  a  want  oi  due  stimuhuiuu.  the  usual 
stinuili  iiavine  Ic^t  a  part  of  tbeir  elfeet,  or  the  aifected 
viscus  a  part  ut  its  irritability,  what  ii?  the  consequence  ' 
to  be  ex  pec  led  ?  By  a  law  of  the  animal  economy,  as  it  is 
well  explained  in  Zoonomia,  (a  work  which  \  ^i&,y  ohservCj 
by  tiie  way,  has  not  yet  received  due  atteatioi),  nor  its 
author  his  due  honours,)  tlie  torpor,  after  a  certain  time, 
should  be  followed  by  inflammation,  where  the  vifiil  powers 
are  suificeht  for  that  purpu^e  :  and  by  another  law  pf  the 
tystem,  that  inflammation  does  not  take  plac^:  pn  the 
pait  affected  with  tlie  torpor,  but  is  immediately  trans*^ 
lerred  to  a  less  important  part,  that  is,  to  the  exticu^tties, 
as  far  as  the  sympathetic  action  can  be  carried,  and  as  far 
as  possible  from  the  seat  of  vital  motion,  which  is  always 
the  last  to  sulYer,  and  does  not  in  this  disorder  materially 
suffer,  so 'long  as  it  retains  the  power  of  making  that  salu- 
tarv  eifort,  and  of  relieving  tiie  n^ore  important  viscera, 
a  iiK  tastasis  of  the  inflammation,  lea  gout  attacks  the  ^ 
stomach,  1  believe  it  is  nUvnys  tlie  torpor  which  the  vital 
powers  are  insutiicient  to  remove;  and  which  sometimes^ 
by  association  or  sympathy  of  contiguity,  extends  to  the 
heart,  and  puts  a  sudden  period  to  life.  In  this  stage  of 
the  disorder,  opium  and  the  hot  spices,  by  enlivening  and 
giving  a  temporary  force  to  the  oppressed  vital  powers^ 
produce  not  only  a  cessation  pf  the  torpor,  but  an  in- 
4!reased  activity,  in  proportion  to  the  previous  (h  i;ree  of  it; 
which  the  vires  medicatrices  natnra;,  exerting  themselves, 
feiajove  to  the  extremities;  and  it  there  e$Hi»iitutes  a 
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salntart/  diseabC  for  the  moment,  or  one  of  very  iilde  coo* 
bcijueiice,  compaicd  with  that  vvhicli  it  succeeded. 
•  VVith  respect  to  the  practice  of  Dl  .  Kinghike,  uiy  only 
difference  witii  \inn  is,  that  I  think  soiae  cautiua  is  neces- 
amy  111  the  application  of  his  remedy. 
■  W'ljoa  the  iiitlaiiuuaiion  is  completely  formed  on  die 
exiremitieB,  (not  ut  the  first  fcehng  a  painful  stiffness  of 
iliL'  affected  joint)  and  wlioii  the  visceral  untasiaess,  arising 
from  their  torpor,  wliich  1  believe  always  precedes  the  iu- 
tiummation  of  the  extremities,  has  entirely  subsided,  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  remedy  recommended  by  Dr.  Kinglake 
shouhl  not  be  immediately  had  recourse  to,  and,  as  1  am 
convinced,  without  any  danger  of  repulsion,  because  then 
the  sympathy,  I  a])pivlRnd,  ceases,  and  the  associuted 
action  between  ih*  iiiVcct« d  viscera  and  the  extremities  is 
as  mucli  dissevered,  us  it  no  such  sympathy  had  ever  ex- 
jstefl ;  the  viscera  having  recovered  iIru  lieahhy  sute, 
(gLHcralit/,  I  believe  always,  except  wiiere  the  constitution 
is  broken  down  by  the  violence  atid  duration  ol  roimer 
attacks,)  as  soon  a.s  tlu  iiiHummatJon  is  fixed  on  tbe  ex- 
tremities.   Therefore  we  n^ay  surely  proceed  immediately 
to  the  cure  of  ii;  and  that  we  may  do  so  without  daugtr 
to  life,  is  abundantly  evinced  by  that  cloud  of  witnesses, 
brought  forward  at  tlie  end  of  the  volume;  for  which  we 
arc  indebted  to  the  science  of  Dr.  Kinglake,  and  liie  Suc- 
re s'^fii  I  boldness  of  his  numerous  correspondents.  Fioia 
\vlu)Ne  testimony  it  appears,  that  in  all  the  variety  of  ages 
and  constitutions,  and  in  habits  which  had  experienced 
the  tyranny  of  this  disorder  without  controul  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  the  relief  obtained  by  the  simple  applica- 
tion of  a  cold  fluid,  was  immediate,  safe,  durable,  and  per- 
fect.  Dr.  Kinglake  (by  the  bye  1  thioki  sasbly)  has  chal- 
lenged the  whole  world  to  produce  an  instance  of  failore, 
or  ot'  a  calamitous  issue ;  and  not  one  hat  been  pfodaced| 
or  prodaced  only  to  be  refuted. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Baber,  of  Uxbridge>*  ought  by  all  means 
to  be  laid  before  the  (rablic.  k  would  be  the  greatest 
sacrifice  to  false  dclieacy,  not  to  say  great  inhumanity,  to 
refuse  a  compKauce  with  the  request  which  baa  been  made 
for  that  purpose,  when  so  tnuch  instruction  is  probably  to 
be  obtained  fVom  it,  if  it  be  related  without  prejudice, 
and  with  a  atriot  attention  to  the  minutest  particulars.  1 
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believe  it  will  be  found  to  confirm  the  necessity  of  the 
caution^  which  I  have  insisted  on^  that  tlic  remedy  should 
not  be  applied  till  the  inflammation  is  coiapletely  formed 
on  the  joints^  when  the  sympathy  or  associated  action  is 
supposed  no  longer  to  e.\ii>t.  if  ice  water  be  applied  be- 
fore that  period,  tlie  torpor  from  so  great  a  degree  of  cold 
would  not  only  instantly  put  a  stop  to  what  may  be  called 
the  salutary  inflammation  of  the  extremitiesi  whic;h  is  just 
beginning  to  form,  but  would  perhaps  be  immediately 
communicated  to  the  viscus,  the  original  seat  of  the  dis* 
order,  the  associated  action  between  them  not  being  enth'e> 
ly  dissevered.* 

I  have  heard  of  a  ease  somewhat  similar;  the  particulars 
of  which  miirlit,  perhaps,  yet  be  redeemed  from  oblivion* 
It  is  that  of  tiic  Kev,  Mr.  Smithy'  who  was  Rector  of  (irja* 
stead,  in  Colchesiter,  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  who,  I  be- 
lieve, sprained  his  anclc^  und  treated  it  as  a  sprain  with 
cold  applications.  But  it  was  supposed  to  have  brought 
on  sympathetic  gout  in  the  stomach,  and  was  certainly 
attended  with  fatal  consequences.  If  inflammation  was 
die  consequence  of  tlie  sprain,  and,  in  spite  of  that^  the 
gouty  torpor  seized  the  vital  P&rts,  it  might  Tecetve  some 
explanation  from  that  law  of  animated  Nature,  called 
reverse  sympathy,  which  more  frequently  occurs  in  weak 
than  in  robust  constitutions,  as  well  explained  and  ilhis* 
trated  in  various  parts  of  Zoonomia.  If  Mr.  >iewell,  wliOf 
I  believe,  did  at  tiiaC  period  (as  he  has  done .  ever  since) 
administer  the  comforts  of  health,  under  llivine  Provi« 
dence,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Colchester  and  its  vicinity, 
should  deem  it  a  case  of  any  importance  towards  throwing 
light  on  an  interesting  and  momentous  question,  wbic^ 
must  be  considered  at  present  as  undecided,  and  will  have 
the  goodness  to  collect  and  communicate  the  particulars 
^f  it  to  the  public,  I  will  venture  to  a0irm,  that  your 
numerous  readers  will  be  no  less  gratified  with  an  impartial 
and  minute  statement  of  an  interesting  c«ise,  than  in- 
Btmcted  by  the  justness  and  philosophical  curree  nfss  ^ 
his  remarks,  if  he  4iould  thiuk  proper  to  add  a  y  to  |he 
statement.  I  am,  Scci 

Brmie^  High  Elmt,  OeU  15, 100^.  ^       J  AMES  M  ANTAL. 


*  A  Cfise  has  been  sent  to  us  where  tbess  cautions  were  not  atteucM  to, 

nnd  die  termination  wiw  fatal.  As  our  Correspoiwlfnt  ic  quests  Dr.  Kinij- 
kikoV  ofiiiiion  on  hih  rimm:er  of  tit  ating  his  pitleut,  we  tt|uU  (^ui  Or.  K. 
m        «>V  ike  Case,  md  e%ycu  iup  mw&ts,  £*. 
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.A.S  ilie  following  case  appear?  to  bp  strongly  ilUiNtrativc 
of  the  ohscrs iitioiis  lately  pubii^ltctl  by  Mr.  Ah(  i  ihy, 
cii.«^cases  rescmbiiijo;  syphilis,  the  im j»ui ianc<-'  of  \Uiuli 
DHist  be  obvious  lo  r  vt  i  vone;  I  have  lliouuht  it  woriiiv, 
cf  publication.    It'you  un^  of  the  same  o!;inio!Vr  you  Willi 
bj'  inserting  it  in  y<;ur  vuiuable  iM iscdiany,  oblige, 

A  CX>Ni>TANT  READEIL 


.T.  II.  a  youn^  man  of  a  sanguiaeoiis  U'iui»eraint  nr,  .ivA 
rpparcntly  of  a  x  iophulous  habit,  applied  to  me  the  kittiT 
end  of  l\"l)riiaiy  last,  for  the  cure  of  a  venereal  sore  throat. 
On  entiuirini^  into  his  ease,  he  assured  nie  that  he  had 
liad  no  prluiaiv  symptoms  whatever,    lie  informed  uk, 
li(nvev(  1,  that,  about  ten  months  previous  to  this  atiauk, 
jic  l:;ul  undergone  a  niereurial  course  for  the  cure  of  a 
suppiimtin'j;  l)uboe  and  sore  throat,  which  had  been  pre*- 
ceded  by  ehaiieres.    At  the  time  the  mercury  was  left  off, 
the  buboe  had  not  healed,  having  ib  Lceneraled  into  a  ti^- 
tulous  sore,  vvhieli,  howrver,  had  (juiekly  healed  on  bting 
laid  open,  and  frcnn  that  tmie  lie  bad  remained  perfectlv 
lVi'<'  from  every  ^yuiptoni  of  syphilis  tdl  be  bad  occasion  lu 
apj)ly  to  me.    On  a  slrlet(  r  eiKjuiry  as  lo  the  sympioms 
j>reei<rnig  ilie  affection  ol"  his  throat,  of  which  he  now 
compl. lined,  I  found  that  be  bad  lelia  si iirht  degree  of  irrita- 
tion about  the  ulau  -  j)eni>a  !ew  d.iys  al  ti  r  coition,  atteiuit  d 
>\  itb  a  \K  i  \  ili'^bt  di^ebarge  iVoin  the  orifice  of  the  urctlira, 
%vluch  ceased  idniest  immediately  on  wasbiiiLr  the  parts 
with  cold  water.    This  was  succeeded  by  som«'  (!«  irrc  t  of 
stiftiiess  and  uneasiness  in  the  uroiu^  which  Imd  been  be- 
fore affeettd,  and  in  u  ijieli  a  little  fuhu  ss  and  hardness 
bad  been  prreejMilile  ever  since  the  healiusi:  ()f  the  sinus. 
This  affection  oi  the  trroin,  however,  \tas  >o  slight,  as  not  to 
ti:ive  hiui  aiiv  alarui  ;  and  tlu're  beimr  -^ut  the  sliirhTe^t 
ap})(  arnnee  of  ehanere,  he  did  not  apply  to  me  till  his 
iiiru.it  became  sore ;  on  looking  into  which,  I  diseovere4 
an  ulcer  on  the  right  tonsil,  whicii  bad  all  tin  el.afac- 
terislics  of  a  venert  al  sore,  viz.  a  circumseriln  d  hollow 
sore,  the  bottom  covered  with  a  wliite  slouch,  ;iii<i  ilie 
^urrouudia|j  ed^cai  much  iuiiaiued.    The  situaiiun  ul  in? 
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|>atieDt  being  such,  that  he  could  not,  without  the  greatest' 
inconveniencej  rub  in  mercury,  I  began  by  giving  hini 
hvdr.  muriat.  gr. }  ter  quotidi^.   Under  this  treatment  the 
uicer  in  a  few  days  ceased  to  spread,  and  in  little  more 
than  a  fortnight  was  coninletcly  healed*   But  being  lin-^ 
willing  to  trust  to  this  remedy  alone,  and  also  conceiving* 
t)iat,  since  Y^e  had  no  primary  symptom,  this  affection  of' 
his  diroat  might  have  been  owing  to  some  syphilitic  yinis^ 
Which  had  lon^  lain  dormant  in  uie  system,  till  called  intQ 
action  by  the  irritation  of  the  glands  a]bovementioned,  I 
strongly  recommended  to  my  putient  a  further  continu- 
ance of  the  Ui«e  of  mercury,  to  which,  having  suffered  but 
slightly  from  it,  he  readily  consented*   I  therefore  gave 
iiim  the  pil.  hydrarg.  in  such  doses  as  to  keep  the  gums 
sligiitly  affected  for  five  weeks  longer.   Having  now  un- 
dergone a  two  months  course  of  mercury,  I  thought  he 
might  safely  leave  it  oif,  and  advised  him  accordingly. 
But  within  forty-eight  hours  after  this,  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  his  throat  again,  which  appeared  considerably 
inflamed.    Attributing  this  to  an  improper  exposure  to 
cold,  while  still  under  the  influence  of  mercury,  I  con* 
tented  myself  with  giving  him  a  gargle,  and  desiring  him 
to  keep  his  throaf:  warm.   In  a  iew  nays  he  again  applied 
to  me,  and  told  me  he  thought  there  was  an  ulcer  in  his 
throat ;  and^  on  examination,  I  discovered  one  on  the  left 
tonsil,  less  circumscribed,  and  more  superficial,  than  the 
one  which  had  appeared  on  the  rig  at  tonsil,  but  still 
having  the  white  slough  at  bottom,  and  the  inflamed  edges 
characteristic  of  a  venereal  sore.   I  had  again  recourse  to 
the  hydrarg.  muriat.  which  not  appeajring  to  produce  any 
effect  upon  the  sore,'  I  gave  the  nil.  nydrarg.  so  as  to  affect 
^he  mouth  considerably.  Still|  however,  the  nicer  shewed 
no  symptoms  of  amendment,  nor  did  it  spread ;  but  above 
u  two  other  ulcers  broke  out,  abont  the  size  of  a  small 
pea  each,  but  without  the  venereal  character.   I  now  be- 
gan to  have  some  doubts  as  to  the  nature  of  this  affection, 
and  had  almost  resolved  to  leave  off*  the  mercury,  and  put  • 
the  patient  upon  a  course  of  sarsaparilla^  8cc.  when-,  as 
the  mouth  became  more  affected,  the  smaller  ulcers  heal- 
ed. The  original  one,  however,  continued  nearly  in  stat^ 
i|no ;  and^  at  the  same  time,  a  great  deal  of  scurf  began 
to  collect  about  the  roots  of  the  haic  I  therefore  con- 
tinued' the  mercuiy  some  days  longer,  when  I  happened 
to  meet  with  Mr.  Abernethy's  valuable  work.  The  perusal  / 
of  this,  determined  me  to  leave  off"  the  use  of  mercury  im- 
|nedi8tely>  and' crust  to  nature  for  the  removal  of  these 
6  apparently 
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apparently  syphilitic  symptoms.  For  near  a  month  the 
ulcer  in  the  throat  uiuU  iwcat  no  alter;aiua  ;  au'lj  during 
this  time,  two  small  ulcers,  similar  to  ihe  ones  above  de- 
scrihed,  hiukc  out,  and  licaled  again  in  a  few  days.  It  ii 
now  upwards  of  two  nujiiihs  since  the  mercury  was*  left 
off,  his  throat  is  quite  wdl,  the  roots  of  his  hair  entirely 
free  from  scurf,  and  he  has  hlu  vvu  no  other  symptom 
whatever  ui  any  »ypliiiiiic  taiiu  remaining  in  the  habit. 

The  above  case  suggests  soiiic  very  euriuus  euLjunicF, 
Wa^  the  ulcer,  which  first  appeared  in  the  tliroat,  vene- 
real or  iiotr  If  it  was,  how  did  it  arise?  Is  it  possible 
for  the  venereal  poi>ou  to  be  absorbed  into  the  system  so 
lis  to  produce  secondary  dis»ease,  without  having  iirst  ex- 
cited local  disease,  as  chancre  or  bubo?  Or,  mie^ht  the 
ulcer  have  arisen  from  virus,  which  had  lain  dtn  iiKnu  in 
the  hartlrned  glands  since  the  healing  of  the  .^mus  in  the 
groin,  which  the  stimulus  produced  upon  the  ghins  penis 
by  coition,  and  communicated  to  the  absorbents  ol  the 
groin,  had  excited  them  to  take  up  into  the  system  ?  Or,  did 
all  these  symptoms  arise  from  acrimonious  matter,  not 
\rnereal,  as  supposed  Mr.  Abernethy,  communicated 
during  coition  ?  There  js  every  reason  to  conclude,  al- 
though the  short  space  of  time  elapsed  since  tl)(^  niLicury 
Was  Teft  off  will  not  allow  complete  certainty  upon  this 
head,  that  the  ulcers  which  appeared  in  tlie  second  instance 
were  tun  venereal ;  and  hence  we  may  be  led  to  doubt, 
"ivhethei  the  first  affection  of  the  throat  was  so,  although 
it  so  readily  disjippeared  under  the  use  of  mercury.  These 
arc  enquiries  of  great  importance,  and  deserve  the  atten- 
tive consideration  of  those  who  are  more  e^ual  to  th^ 
iaskp  than  the  author  of  these  observations* 


7^  the  Editors  ojl/ie  Medical  and  PhysicalJawrmU 

GSNTX»EHEN« 

As  any  thing  which  relates  to  the  improvement  of  medi- 
cal science  is  readily  admitted  into  your  publication,  pos- 
sibly you  will  insert  this  from  a  cousiapt  Header  of  yoof 
^mmunicative  and  useful  works. 

Being  one  of  the  medical  professiao^  and  constantly 
aiLsious  to  cultivate,  that  science  in  the  most  oroper  man- 

aer. 
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ner,  much  of  my  time  has  been  occupied  io  ascertaioing 
ihis  poioU 

I  am  at  pment  a  young  man,  lately  settled  in  practice^ 
after  havtog  studied  with  the  greatest  assiduity  Physic^ 
Surgery,  and  their  necessary  brandies,  in  JLoudon  uud  at 
other  places,  for  a  considerable  number  of  years^  and  have 
now  in  particular  a  great  propensity  to  read  every  publi* 
gataon  relating  to  my  prol'essioo,  from  which  iuteiJigeuce 
may  be  gained*  i  am  couvmced  of  the  truth  of  the  old 
observation,  £st  modus  in  rebus/  and  wish  to  act  as  in- 
fluenced by  it.  1  have  frequeutly  endeavoured  to  prove 
the  propriety  of  reading  medical  works,  in  conversation 
with  dinerent  men  of  my  profession,  and  as  frequently  aU 
most  tbund  them  ready  to  oppose  me ;  suillr  me,  therefore 
to  make  a  tew  observations  relative  to  rtadiug  in  particular, 
as  one  mode  of  instruction. 

The  general  objection  started  against  reading,  is,  that  it 
is  likely  to  make  a  man  an  unsteady  practitioner  or  a  theo* 
rist.  This  savors  too  much  of  the  natural  disposition  of 
the  English,  who  had  rather  follow  the  tracks  of  their 
ancestors,  tiian  endeavour,  by  theory  and  experiment,  to 
improve  a  science  which,  from  a  due  observation  of  fact^ 
might  daily  be  brought  nearer  to  perfection ;  as  a  wise 
Ruthor  justty  observes, — *•  Prejudice  often  prevents  ineit 
from  seeing  tlve  truth,  though  it  stands  before  them/' 

Reading  without  theorixiug,  I  consider  as  but  of  little 
use ;  and  k  am  sometimes  inclined  to  think,  that  those- who 
declaim  against  it,  are  too  idle  to  think  or  to  arrange  im- 
portant matter  which  might  be  acquired  from  reading,  so 
as  to  retain  it,  and  apply  it  when  necessary ;  ibereby  veri* 
lying  tlie  oki  proverb,  ''Quod  volumus  facile  credimui».'* 

An  elderly  man  perhaps  will. say.  When  1  was  young,  I 
road  mucii,  puid  great  attention  to  what  1  read,  and  it  1 
met  with  any  new  medicine,  or  any  new  mode  of  treating 
a  disciisf  ,  rccomnientled,  1  gave  it  a  trial;  hut  finding  them 
in  time  L;iv(  plucc  to  other  new  doctrines,  1  went  back  to 
liiy  uid  piun,  aiid  bo  have  proceeded  tor  years.  Thii*  was 
language  really  made  use  of  to  liie  by  a  respectable  prac- 
titioner, considered  euuueiil  by  the  people  among  whom 
be  resided.  1  am  vexed  to  meet  w  ith  old  professors  con- 
versing in  this  way  to  students,  because  1  am  convinced  it 
Will  lead  munyyounq  minds  astray,  it  too  much  impressed 
with  the  opiuiua  oi  men  who  have  become  idle  w  itli  old 
age. 

Mr.  Jolui  Hunter  is  generally  brought  forward  by  some,- 
fts  iiu  msuuct;  of  uu  emiuent  mau  wlio  read  but^  little ; 

but 
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hnt  it  shonid  be  at  the  same  time  remembered,  that  he  was 
a  uian  of  stroiij?  natural  abilities,  such  as  fewpo&sess,^  aod 
ttf  intense  tlionglit. 

I  would  only  n^k,  how  it  is  pos<^ib1e  tlie  practice  of  a 
medical  man  siiould  keep  pace  with  the  improvements  of 
his  profession,  where  he  resided  in  the  country,  without 
fe&fiing?  One  of  the  most  useful  kinds  of  reading,  I  con- 
sider that  of  reading  periodical  puUications  like  the  Me^ 
ilical  and  Phy^cal  Journal,  for  tne  papets  iti  this  work,  be 
they  ever  so  disinteresting,  are  not  of  sufficient  length  to 
occupy  much  of  the  reatler^s  time;  and,  in  general,  are  so 
well  selected  as  to  convey  much  imcltigencf,  and  to  lead 
the  reader  into  a  train  of  ideas  «pon  a  variety  of  sutijects^ 
from  which  great  benefit  might  arise,  and  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  neglected.  I  am  convinced  much  mor^ 
might  be  said  in  favour  of  reading;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
occupy  much  of'  your  papitr,  trusting  that  some  one  of 
jour  Corrt'spondents,  mttre  competent  than  myself,  will  fe-. 
Tour  the  public  with  some  further  remarl^s  on  this  subject, 
0r  point  out  his  objections  to  these  of 


To  D^,  BATTY, 

Slit, 

In  your  Tenth  Volume,  p.  410,  is  inserted  the  Cas*^  nf 
^li--^  V.  The  ibUowmir  is  the  resuU  oi  that  extniorchnaiy 
casp,  \vhic!i  will  probably  prove  acceptable  to  the  Readers 
ot  tiie  Medical  JuumaU  I  a  in,  ^c. 

M.  TU4CKE1UV, 

Chester,  October  18,  lao^. 


On  December  20,  180S,  Miss  M.  V.  felt  a  trifliogopp 
pressioa  at  her  chest,  acoompfiaied  with  fiataleacy  and 
pain. 

On  the  S3d,  She  took  her  powder  (^ulv.  gratiolsc 
pulv.  2ing,  gr.  v.  sdis  burls  per  cres  dies)  which  though 
4>perutiiig  violently,  so  far  .from  relieving  the  oppression, 
seemed  rather  to  increase  it,  and  her  rest  at  night  was 
disturbed  by  a  gnawing  pain  in  her  limbs,  differing  mate* 
fridly  (torn  the  spasms^  but  which  geqerajly  precedes  them. 
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On  the  2olh,  In  aflditioii  to  these  symptoms,  her  hand 
Was  closcfl  with  the  cramp,  which  was  relieved  by  iinmer* 
•ion  ill  cohl  water. 

On  the  'zih\\,  fche  took  a  dose  of  calomel;  every  day  the 
sensation  of  w  eii^ht  became  more  oppressive. 

On  the  'Jbth,  Her  mouth,  throat,  and  tongue  were  at- 
tacked by  a  severe  spusm  \  insiAQt  relief  however  was  oh^ 
laioed  from  the  cold  water. 

On  January  6,  The  llatulfnry  and  pain  continuing,  sho 
tried  once  more  the  gratiola  powder;  it  failed  of  afloiding 
Its  wonted  relief.  The  oppression  now  became  almost  in- 
wipportable,  and  a  sensation  of  violent  pricking  attended 
it,  wliich  was  momentarily  mitigated  i;(y  either  brandy  or 
wine. 

On  the  Slh,  (as  had  hocn  the  case  for  many  preceding 
evenings)  About  ten  o'clock,  violent  pain  and  datulency 
came  on,  when  brandy  and  a?therial  drops  were  incilec- 
tually  administered.  About  two  in  the  morning  she  was 
apparently  easv  and  compo-fl  lor  sleep,  when  suddenly 
she  complained  of  an  inability  to  move  the  rii^ht  nrm  ;  this 
want  of  sensation  immediately  extended  itself  to  that 
whole  side,  and  ere  she  could  close  her  description  of  thi* 
partial  suspension  of  feeling,  the  half  articulated  sound 
died  on  her  lips,  and  every  effort  was  made  (ineflcctually) 
to  restore  animation.  The  whole  frame  assumed  and  re- 
tained, whatever  form  or  posture  it  was  placed  in;  even 
those  attitudes  that,  in  health,  are  thought  most  painful 
long  to  continue  in ;  her  breathing  was  free,  and  her  pulse 
regular^  though  low,  till  a  few  minutes  preceding  her  re- 
covery, when  it  fliutorod  violently.  A  transient  Nhivering 
now  agitated  her  whole  frame,  and  with  a  suddiii  and 
convulsive  sigh  she  opened  her  eyes,  as  if  awaking  from  a 
deep  sleep,  and  complauied  of  extreme  weariness  and 
languor.  During  the  night  she  several  times  relapsed  inta 
this  state  of  insensiblliiy. 

On  the  Qth,  Though  low  and  nervous^  she  sat  at  dinner 
with  the  family^  from  which  she  was  called  before  the 
cloth  was  removedj  to  Mr.  Cartwriglu.  ^he  complained 
to  bim  of  the  oppression^  &c.  and  declared  her  firm  con- 
viction that  she  was  going  to  have  a  serious  attack.  While 
conversing  with  him,  apparently  free  from  pain,  she  sud- 
denly ceased  to  speak,  her  unclosed  eyes  became  iixed^  and 
her  person,  retaining  its  erect  position  in  the  chair,  seemed 
transformed  into  a  statue^  only  that  her  pulse  beat  regularly, 
and  her  skin  was  of  a  comfortable  warmth.  Mr.  C.  ordered 
her  in  tliiis  itat^  to  .be  put  under  the  sbQwer-bath,  which  , 

innuatly 
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instantly  restored  animation^  but  excruciating  agony  Bsc* 
<^ded  in  her  head,  stomach,  bowels^  and  limbs;  ocean- 
Mai  delirium,  violent  shivering,  and  during  die  paroxysm 
^whtch  lasted  nearly  sixteen  hours)  relapsinj^  several  times 
into  insensibility*  She  took  eighty  drops^  ot  tinct.  op.  and 
a  mnsk  draught,  as  well  as  alar^e  qnantity  of  braoay,  but 
without  any  sensible  benefit.  The  angnish  inber  stomach 
eontinuincr,  Mr»  C.  directed  tobacco  steeped  in  brandy  to 
be  applied  as  a  poultice  to  her  stomacn.  It  seemed  to 
aff  ord  a  trifling  alleviation  of  thespasm^  bu(  its  snbseqnent 
effect  was  truly  alarming;  a  death-like  sidtness  supervened, 
accompanied  by  violent  straining  to  vomit;  she  had  cold 
and  clammy  perspiration,  and  her  countenance  was  pale, 
livid,  and  distorted.  She  repeated,  while  delirious,  long 
pieces  of  poetry  with  emphatic  propriety,  marking  the  pas- 
sages that  were  peculiarly  striking  with  an  increased 
energy  of  enunciation,  and  occastonaily  observing  on thett 
with  discriminating  judgement. 

The  next  day  she  appeared  extremely  debilitated,  and  at 
flieiisual  hour  at  night,  similar  suffeiinga  commenced,  at- 
tended with  a  dejection  of  spirits,  as  nnnsual  as  distress* 
ing*  The  shower  bath  was  had  recourse  to  four  dmes,  and 
it  never  failed  of  affording  relief,  though  sometimes  the 
benefit  was  more  apparent,  somethQes  more  permanent^  at 
other  times  merely  transitory,  the  spasms  retnning  a  fe# 
minutes  after  emersion. 

Wednesday  night  was  nshered  in  by  suffering  still  more 
acute:  for  nearnr  three  hours  she  was  deprived  of  her 
speech ;  her  bend,  stomach,  and  limbs  were  violently  con- 
vulsed; then  animation  seemed  wholly  suspended,  and  her 
tortured  frame,  unequal  to  the  struggle,  bore  every  ap- 
pearance of  immediate  dissolution,  f  now  ordered  her  bi- 
vera^  to  be  icpd,  and  large  Inmps  of  ice  to  be  broagbt 
for  trmi ;  her  teeth  for  some  time  nad  been  fast  closed^  and 
by  holding  the  ice  a  fcw  seconds  on  tier  lips  the  mnsdes 
gradually  relaxed.  As  if  guided  by  instinct,  she  seized 
the  ice,  and  rubbed  her  face,  necki  and  arms  wiA  it,  sig- 
nifying by  gesture  the  ea<$e  it  afforded.  We  then  laid  a 
piece  on  lier  stomach ;  the  effect  was  as  salutary  ai  instan- 
taneous, though,  on  its  removal,  the  bowels  again  imme- 
diately contracted.  Wc  persevered  in  putting  pieces  of 
Ice  into  her  mouth,  as  the  former  ones  dissolved,  and 
finally  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  this  experiment  crowned 
with  success ;  as  it  restored  her  speech,  the  deprivation  of 
which  had  so  greatly  alarmed  us«. 

The  next  night  the  parex}'sm  commenced  about  ten 

o'clock  j 
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o'clock,  we  then  put  her  under  the  hat)i>  and  afterwards 
^ave  her  100  drops  of  tinct.  op,;  dreadful  spasms  succeeded 
m  every  part  of  the  body,  more  especially  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  alienation  of  mindj  suspended  animation,  in 
short,  every  symptom  of  this  strange  disorder*  In  the 
space  of  one  hour  we  gave  her  300  drops  of  tinct.  op*  with 
manifest  adTaata^c.  The  anguish  seemed  mitigated,  and 
notwithstanding  the  delirium  Continued,  it  was  unaccom* 
panied  with  horror  or  distress.  Sho  held  an  imaginary 
conversation  with  a  female  friend,  rallied  her  foibles  witft 
wit  and  spirit,  exemplified  bet  arguments  with  anecdotes^ 
/  directing  her  voice,  look,  and  action  to  vacuity.  Burine 
four  hours  she  took  nearly  ^00  drops  of  tinct*  opii,  and 
was  tout  times  under  the  shower-bath. 

On  Friday  evening  her  complaint  retorned  at  the  usual 
hour,  though  the  spasms  were  much  less  acute.  Her  sto- 
mach was  greatly  relieved  by  a  strong  assafcetida  dranght. 
She  had  long  intervals  of  apparent  cessation  from  pain, 
during  which  she  not  only  repeated  from  various  autnors^ 
as  was  her  wonted  practice,  but  attended  to,  and  answered 
questions  and  observations  that  we  put  to  her,  witli  so 
much  judgement,  discrimination,  and  rationality,  that,  but 
for  the  peculiar  turn  of  her  countenance,  unusual  enersr? 
of  her  manuer,  and  the  total  ab.^orption  of  hvr  mind  iu 
the  subject  that  occupied  it,  (for  thoui^h  she  would  reply 
to  any  obsoi  vntion  on  that,  with  perfect  precision,  it  was 
wholly  impossible  to  turn  llie  current  of  her  ideas  into 
another  channel)  we  should  scarcely  have  suspected  in  Iht 
any  alienation  of  mind.  Suddenly  s-lie  ceased  to  speak, 
un  universal  rigidity  pervaded  her  whole  fraiue,  and  iu 
aKout  a  quarter  of  an  hour  slie  uttered  several  sentene(*s  in 
ail  under  tone  of  voice,  like  one  wlio  talks  in  lii:>  sl(  ep, 
though  artirulatrlv ;  she  then  beu:an  to  he  vioMi\t1y  fMH- 
vuised,  and  durini^  ihe  space  oi  half  an  hour  she  hienied 
to  suffer  the  extreme  of  torture.  In  this  state  we  had  her 
carried  under  the  bath,  wliich  iri-.tantly  re<5tored  her  to  ease 
and  recoliectioo.  This  uight  slie  took  400  drops  of  tinct. 
opii. 

To  tlie  present  period,  Peb.  1*),  she  has  T\nd  no  return 
of  spasm,  and  is  now  able  to  walk  two  or  three?  mi1e<i 
'without  the  least  latif^ue.  The  sliower-bnth  is  continued 
every  morniag»  and  occasionally  xcpeoted  in  the  evening* 

P.  S.  T  was  in  Shropshire  la^^t  moTitb,  and  saw  n  j 
patient  perfectly  well.  The  younc;  lady  intends  to  p "rsc- 
vcrc  in  the  use  of  the  showgr<*tMUh  tke  i\hale  «f  the  a^* 
proacking  winter. 
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fcjAsE  or  Poison  from  a  Vegetable  Fungus  ;  togdlut 
tilth  Remarks  on  ProJ'nisor  Kossi's  two  Cases  of  sup- 
posed Rabies  Canlna  ;  hu  Samuel  Argent  BardsleV; 
M.i).  Physician  to  the  Manchester  hiJirmari/\ 

.  (  Cautmued  from  our  last,  pp.  386^391.  }  . 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  accident,*  I  requested  Dr. 
HuU>  (whose  botanical  knowledge  is  well  known,  and 
justly  appreciated)  to  iiccom})any  nie  with  my  patient,  and 
liis  companion,  to  the  spot,  where  they  hatf  gathered  and 
eaten  the  fungus.  W  e  found,  in  differfnt  states  of  growth, 
a  species  of  agaric,  which  the  children  imniediaiely 
pointed  out  as  the  one  they  had  partaken  of.  This  species 
^  is  certainly  tliilt-n-nt  IVoin  any  oi  those  cuuLucratcd 
poisonous  ny  Plenk  and  Halliard. 

The  agaric  us  buibosjts,  of  Sower  by,  (plate  130)  ap- 
proaches the  neares;t  to  it  of  any  which  Dr.  Hull  has  ever 
seen.  The  sensible  qualities  W(^re  not  such  as  would  lead 
one  to  suspect  its  jjoisonous  nature.  Its  juice  was  neither 
milky  nor  acid.  In  sme'll  and  taste  it  was  not  very  uiiii  .: 
the  common  mushroom^  or  the  kernel  of  an  uunpc  hazU 
nut. 

The  following  description  of  this  agaric  will  perhaps 
^  enable  some  botanical  reader  to  decide,  whether  the  fun- 
gus be  an  undescribed  sj^ecies,  and  niny  tend  to  preveut 
the  bud  consequences  arising  iVom  eating  it  in  future. 

Description  of  the  Agatie* 

Stalk  central,  solid,  bulbous  at  tbe  base,  gradually 
attenuated  upwards,  curved,  ascending;  brownish, buff; 
length  from  three  to  four  inches;  diameter  at  the  base 
from  half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch;  ring  cobweb-like, 
or  wanting;  no  wrapper. 

PiLBVs  brown  hu(T,  darker  in  the  centre;  somevbst 
convex,  slightly  bossed,  margin  turned  in;  diameter  from 
one  inch  and  a  half  to  four  inches. 

Gills  buff,  somewhat  decurrent,  giving  a  scored  ap- 
.pearai^ce  to*  the  stalk,  as  low  as  the  rinc,  or  remains  of 
the  c\irtain ;  very  numerous^  four  in  each  series^  two  of 

the 


•  These  additional  Obsei-vations  of  Dr.  Bwdsley  wcr<»  inieiideil  hy 

to  Hrvp  Ij(  (  ij  '^\\  on  in  his  I'aper  which  appeared  in  the  last  month's  Jour- 
nal: hilt  f  rom  acrldcnr,  thev  were  not  r^OCIved  VOtli  bis  fifH  CifOUiUUUGi* 
Uua  i'ji^  b««u  »em  to  press*  CoilV  '  ^ 
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the  loose  gi)b  rery  small,  the  middk  one  extending  more 
than  half  way  to  the  stalk. 

The  second  case  of  supposed  canine  madnr^q,  recorded 
by  Prof.  Russi,  is  scarcely  deservuiL:;  any  Cuiiuncnt.  Nd 
un«  symptom  characteristic  of  the  disease  is  ^tai<  d  lu  luive 
made  its  appearance.  The  patient  bad  been  bitten  l)y  a 
iXo^r^  said  to  be  rabid ;  and  the  uneasiness  and  dread  ot* 
danger  arisinii:  tVuin  this  accident^  naturally  deprived  hiia 
of  sleep.  Opium,  instead  of  alleviatin*^",  seenitd  rather 
iDcrease  his  rcstlessuLs^.  We  are  inde  ed  told,  in  vague 
ternn«,  that  the  piuienl  even  began  to  fed  an  ob-;trnctiotl 
in  liis  throat  and  that  immediately  ii[)un  tins  symptom 
appearing,  I'rof.  Rossi  commenced  liir*  Galvanic  opcrati- 
uns,  and  in  hfteen  days  the  patient  recovered.  Of  what 
did  he  recover?  Surely  no  oiie  will  reply,  of  m/^/V/ /<//- 
droplz/fbia"  The  idea  is  too  absurd  to  be  entertiiined  for  a 
single  moment.  I  mean  not  by  the:>e  remarks  to  deny 
iljat  Galvanism  may  possess  a  salutary  influence,  in  sub* 
dumg  many  obstinate  diseases.  Its  merits  as  a  remedy 
cannot,  at  present,  be  duly  appreciated.  It  would  appear 
Irom  Prof.  Rossi's  represeiTtaiion,  that  it  acts  povverluliy 
on  the  nervous  system,  and  seems  likely  to  prove  an  useful 
auxiliary  in  the  cure  ot  several  diseases,  arising  from  inor- 
dinate spasmodic  action.  But  that  it  is  capable  of  subdu- 
iiij^  genuine  hydroplioblaf*  remains  yet  (unfortunately  for 
m-inkiiid!)  to  he  v(>rihed  by  experiiaeuts^  COttductcii  witift 
hnpartiality,  ability,  and  accuracy. 

^1     I  >    ,  .    ■  >  I  air 

To   Dr.  GILLESPIE. 

SlB, 

I  Take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  three  case^^.  which  I 
request  you  will  have  the  ffoodnesf 'to  put  into  a  propet' 
ibroij  and  if  adfisablc,  fo  publish  them  through  the  nuediunx 
of  your  learned  and  respectabia  friend,  Dr.  S.  Should 


^  I  ioteud  soon  to  publiali  ttitf  History  of  a  fatal  Cjlse  of  li^ftroohobia, 
witii  the  appeunac«s  apon  dBssectioii,  (the  case  I  have  alreadjf  fillutied  to) 
in  which  it  will  appear,  dint  Oaltmna  tkocUt  vrere  tried  tn  vain  ;  ta<;cthpr 
wit^  r)ie«xhibitit)Tt    l^gja  duiSt ol      folvols  wuMl^  atM,  Mid  oauih** 

ndes,  III  siiirsfauee^ 

(No.  70.  )  LI  tlicj 


uiyuizcd  by  Google 


014  .Afr.  Brody's  Cous  in  Surge fy. 

they  he  clceaittl  of  any  importance,  it  will  encourage  me  t# 
send  you  occa-iouully  upwaids  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  • 
other  ca«os,niany  ot'thoni  t  xtiaoidinary  ours.  Ft  ha.^  t^int' 
rally  been  a  rectiicd  o}>hii<t}i  that  the  Indus  drc  utijavour- 
able  to  surgical  opcrdtiotis,  hwi  I  can  with  great  truth  con- 
tradict il»  liavinc^  perionncd  nio<t  fd'  the  operations 
aro  acqiiiiinicd  niih,  to  tlie  number  oT  one  hundicd  and 
sixty -live  in  this  Jsland,  and  beinc:  fortunate  enough  tcJ 
lose  only  >ix  of  that  number.  I  liuve  never  rrn  r  a  ca^e 
of"  t(  toiuKs  in  my  practice,  Iml  one,  which  viehU  d  to  the 
cohl  bath,  hark  and  wine,  wiih  opiates  occasu>ualiy.  Tlie 
Lo'jclia  is  ix  now  mcdioiiic  here,  and  I  became  })ossessc(l 
ot"  it  verv  actddcnlall y  at  St.  C'r^ix,  ;ii  out  eighteen  nionllii 
ago.  My  friend.  Dr.  Stevens,  lunnMiy  a  pby^ician  of 
?Tr<^at  I  iniin  iit  t  y  (''■^t  CniUn  on  J  )lisrsfion.J  hutl  some  plants 
%>i  it  >ent  from  i^uuih  America  in  a  box;  I  prevailed  lipou 
lilt  {)eisun  who  had  charL--**  ot*  it,  to  spare  mc  one  siiiall 
spn-^,  which,  with  i;uK-h  care  and  atteulioD,  I  have  pr6pa- 
gated  to  a  considerable  extent. 

.      .     ■  P.  W.  miUD  i  . 


Casi  s  IN  Si  HOKRY.    %  Mr.  Bhoby,  ofTortola. 

-  On  tiic  oUiii  oi  ^larcl],  a  htile  hoy,  al>out  eight  years  of 
viL;e,  br]oj!i;ing  to  ilie  llonourabU;  Kichard  AugUblu^ 
'ieahir,  had  the  mt^atar^al  hones  of  liis  ritrht  foot  shat- 
tered, and  tiiroe  splinters  ci  v^ood  wcdi^cd  between  theui ; 
h\  this  sltnation  ?.  medical  gentleman,  wlio  in  my  absence 
aitendcd  tor  nie,  wrapped  the  foot  up,  aiicr  applying  lint 
;-;f!  -niiit  to  the  laccralinu.  On  the  followinn:  day  I  had 
tiic  boy  broui:,liL  lo  my  Hospital;  and  upon  opening  die 
wound  and  iniru(hi<  i;i*g  my  Hnger,  loiind  splinters,  which 
wiih  some  diHicuhv  1  ^'xlll aetcd,  as  wcii  as  several  pieces 
of  hone.  The  hoy  had  passed  a  restlei^s  night,  though  nn 
opiaiL"  hud  been  ^iven  ;  he  had  a  smaii  lever  and  blii^ht 
in  lirium.  1  ordered  an  aperient  mixture,  which  produced 
two  i^uod  evacuatioes.  At  noon,  the  f<*ver  still  con- 
tinued, au'l  the  purls  looked  very  livid;  i  louiv  oti'  his  leg 
at  liic  usual  phice,  aiul  upon  unserewinLr  the  t«»urniquct, 
fo  my  great  surprise,  not  a  drop  ot  hloud  isaucd  Irorn  t'le 
arteriV^-.  1  i^ave' liim  bumpers  of  Madiera  wine,  and 
waited  in  vain  f<»r  half  an  hour  in  expectation  ol  seeing 
the  arieries,  ia  ordi  r  lo  secure  the  m,  but  eoidd  not.  He 
continued  1*  verish  for  two  days  alter  the  operation,  during 

V  kich  time  he  toi  k  the  »aliiJ<j  iiiixture  j  his  body  wa>  keoi 

solubie 
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Soluble  by  injections,  castor  oil,  and  a  decoction  of  man- 
na and  scDna;  he  liad  large  anodynes  at  night,  but  rested 
in. jiirercitlv.  He  could  retain  no  nourishment  until  the 
Jd  oK  April.  When  tlic  dics^iings  were  removed,  they  came 
away  with  great  ease,  and  the  stump  looked  healthy  and 
in  every  respect  as  well  as  most  I  have  seen;  his  fever 
now  left  hill),  his  appetite  returned,  and  he  corKtnued 
ticking  bark  and  nourishment  freely  until  the  10th  of  May, 
when  he  wa^;  discharged  cured. 

What  could  prevent  the.  cflTusion  of  blood  ^  He  lost  very 
little  at  the  time  of  the  aeeident.  He  was  under  no  ap-^ 
prehension  at  i;  c  time  of  the  operation  ^  indeed,  he  was 
m  a  Slate  of  delirium.  *  *' 

•  I  have  since  had  an  operation  where  the  patient  died  on 
the  Jd  day  after  it.  He  w^as  an  athletic  man,  about  twen- 
ty-Hve  years  ot"  age,  and  was  wuunded  q|i  board  a  privateer 
belonij-iiig  to  Mr.  J.  Dougan,  the  Navy  Agent  fu  ie,  Iroiu  . 
the  Liiue  he  received  the  wound;  which  iii  his -wri^t, 
he  becanie  tlelirious,  without  lever,  and  continued  so  un- 
til his  deaili.  I  had  lui  head  shaved  and  iniiiutely  ex- 
amined, but  could  trace  no  sign  of  injury. 

I  have  sent  you  a  diawiiig  of  aa  extraordinary  exfolia- 
tion. (Stt  phitd.)  The  sul)jeet  was  a  Dutchman,  ai^^cd 
twenty-five,  and  sent  to  ine  in  November  last  from  11.  M. 
ship,  Chiehester,  Capt.  Spears,  who  received  hun  Wuai 
Barbadocs  IJospital,  where  he  had  been  invalided.  1  un- 
derstood from  iiiniself  he  had  been  sent  to  the  hospital 
for  tvpluis,  and  that  his  beat!  luul  been  blistered,  and  the 
integuments  sloughetl  olf  from  all  the  fore-part.  When 
brought  hero  he  was  a  most  dismal  object,  his  sore  re- 
sembling a  cancerous  one  ;  wherever  any  of  the  corrosive 
discharge  touclied,  it  excoriated  and  induced  a  sordid  ul- 
cer.- I  gave  him  bark,  wine,  anotlynes,  Is.c.  T  washed 
the  ulcer  with  a  decoction  of  eieuta,  and  administered 
the  extract  inlernally  to  no  purpose  for  two  moiulis  ;  iIlc 
good  nourishment  and  healthy  situatlua  proved  in  some 
degree  servieeable,  as  his  appetite  became  better  and 
strength  auit  uded.  About  tins  period  J  ai.vlcrstood  he 
had  been  afflicted  with  svphilis  about  eighteen  mouths 
ago,  which  induced  me  to  put  him  upon  a  slight  mercurial 
course,  the  \inm.  li ydiarg.  fort,  was  used  ^ij.  every  night  for 
three  weeks,  without  producing  any  etfect  upon  his  mouth; 
the  sore  still  looking  very  ill  with  glossy  surface  full  of 
small  holes,  Iroin  sviii<  li  i.^ucd  a  must  foetid  and  caustic 
discharge;  at  this  tiiiie  the  blaek  j)art  of  the  drawiug  was 
quite  bare.   Being  still  of  opinion  that  syphilitic  virui 

L  1  was 
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ivas  lhe  t>riaffw<i]l  inyf  dimeoi;  to  the  cure,  £  Uad  reosom 
to  a  siiong  occoctMMi  9^  the  lobeiiii  (whicb  i  lMf«  prcM 
|m[atL>d  lurg^ljf  ia  my.  gardefi);  he  took  about  a  ouart  a| 
It  dajilju  in  tea  di^s  liok  won^d  lo«ike4  l^eUer^  toe  boB« 
bttcaiuc  loose,  exec |^  m  |ha  i^ngles,  where  I  was  obliged 
to  use  ti»e.  kiBtd'  to  cUsengagia  iv  ^bhou|  the  loac  uf  »  half 
crow  a  (xicce  the  dm  Bjiajter  was  har^,  which  I  covei«A 
with  s<ift  lint  jQwery  nornii;^  and  ev«ayig  for  abiHii^  a 
fortnight^  when  granulation  wert  ^orgled  and  the  |M 
iilied  Hp  apace  ^  ^com  t^»{  M«Pi?  W  health  remm(i4  Had 


...  — ,  ^  ,    -  -   theUlyim^ 

^ Remark. — 1  he  lob^ha  194^  1^  li<Mtfi4 1» (rove  a 
cine  of*  eflicacy  in  variotis  other  complaints  as  well  aaii^ 
i^*phiJtp[f,  tha  gooci  ert'cctai  the rt.* tore-  of  ^»  siipple,  ia  die 
present  casc^  is  i'ur  t'roin  estahlii^lfuif[  th^ iyleq^V^' ^1  WpUn 
Utio  c^asc  ifi  tlM^^tttOoa, 
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JjNCLOSF:!!*)  I  bc^  leave  to  send  you  a  drawing  of  a  Steaia. 
Apparatus,  wliich  I  snggc  stt  d  might  be  of  material  servico 
in  the  cure  of  jnali^naiU  ulcer,  in  the  itiflanimatory  stage;, 
and  from  the  evident  success  which  attended  it  here  dur- 
iu!^  a  tedious  continuance  of  the  disease  of  twelve  monilis 
and  upwanh,  I  woulrl  strongly  recommend  tlie  trial  of  it 
to  all  my  brother  olfiecrs  in  the  ^^avy,  who  may  liav<» 
such  ob'^tinate  coniplaint  tu  contend  with.  It  can 
ways  used  at  sea  ;  ihc  only  necessary  article  to  be  pr.o- 
Ctired  on  shore  is,  a  leaden  tube  about  six  foct  long*,  with, 
a  cock  in  it,  us  discribed  in  the  p/att,  by  which  aiH^ 
the  valve  on  the  top  of  the  box,  the  degree  of  heat  re- 
quired can  be  most  correctly  rogidated  with  the  assistanca 
of  a  small  hand  thermometer.  I  foufid  its  gdOd'CtTeCts 
on  many  occasions  when  inflammation  was  seated  on  anj| 
of  the  extremities,  in  removiiig  irritation,  al^a>ii|ff  pain, 
and  relaxing  the  surrounding  integuments.  Tlj^  time 
necessary  to  keep  the  dis  used  part  in  the  blC^^  jt^ fouud^ 
w  as  about  one  hour  morning  and  evening,  andj  InVde^i^et. 
of  heat  about  100;  if  continued  longer,  it  W3a^ii||j|^>  % 
produce  languor   and  syncope,     fnunedifttely  on  biril|^ 

iciitovcd  from,  tiic  &tcaiii^  war^i  ciaolUcat  uoulVi^  ^^^^ 

applied 
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applM  with  a  view  assil  in  fffo1H(i(lint  4vfiptirfttioii# 
and  which  I  fonfid,  flrom  i«peat«A  jftnadh,  to  to^er  fM^ 
my^  expectations^  by  causing  the  sloughs  to  separate  imich 
quicker  than  could  be  expected,  atld  oy  thbt  unmans  pre- 
heating many  denudations  and  tedious  exfoliations  of  thie 
tibia.  I  anij  &c. 


To  the  Editors  qf  the  Mtdical  and  Phj^sical  JouniaL 

Gentlemen,        *  . 

1^{f  E  Cow-|kn4(  having  ((Iv^n  rise  to  t)i^  |Mrfi(«,  Ofte  yif  Stii  prdv 
phyiacticrty,  the  other  of  Its  iadftfiarcnce,  XKthfch  latterf  iirty,  for  the 
sske  of  hutnanity»  it  U  hoped  is  fust  sinking  into  greater  indini*rcnro) 
i^ttt  panfeMiS*ll]so  *f  a  ekisical  term  for  the  disotJer  hwnng 
ariwn«  he  pleased  once  iMe  to  «tteMr  me  to  mierrnie  betwrea 
Dr.  WdfeDraad  Mr.  Btng ;  or,  as  the  iotmbt  isflbt  not  dis^ipprove 
of  my  e3qHPCs«Bg  injMll^  la  step  into  tbe  fingt  ia  Mial<  of  vac* 

C.^VAIIA, 

\';irri  \%  pat  a  nioi  c  prt'cisc  tvvm  than  the  dioiiuutivc  variola  for" 
the  smaji  jHix,  (-.ce  Dr.  \V.  Mciiir.il  and  Pliysieul  Juurnn),  No.  d'O, 
p,  440)  l)ut  It  is  a  njorc  priti>c  terra  fur  the  cow-pock,  bc^  an  (^ 
the  ward  vuiiMla?  respects  the  number  of  sninl I  pustules  h\  wlm  h 
the  skill  is  vanod  in  the  former,  whilst  vak.v,  not  a  Jiiianunv (v 
may  better  express  the  single  and  Ui^e  eruption  that  ai)pt'ars  in  the 
latter.  Vara  Aat  taken  place  m  nie<Hcai  lunguatre,  if  the  iiand* 
writing  of  a  laedital  man  npoA  a  paper  of  TaccaetnrDos  matter, 
yam  Twcedia,  which  I  hdVe  ieeh,  is  any  nnthbrity.  Vara  is  also  as 
old  ta  Plimr;  hiU  y^AcU  is  stilt  fie#er  t|i«A  ▼ariol*. 

Vacfitev&ra  may  by  use  tioconie  as  eaplionons  as  venS^soctio,  to 
wMeb,  asacoflUpeniMt  it  is  anaiofsus.  :4sMeteratiou^  fnronoonrod 
hy  <|MUitily»  wmM  be  anurly  as  eacuphonuus  it^  \-acGa»vamtion ; 
but,  woald  any  one  tberefore  saVi  auMaiioHy  and  b^aase  (if  the 
similitude  of  this  nt^  eui*  to  an  estabiMbcd one?  Thu»  ^ocrfrra/ioa. 
inm  might  be  acviulafion. 

Cla*Mcal  miiitU  wj!l  respect  Dr.  W.  as  a  nuui  (vf  abilitie^^ ;  l>ut, 
clai^sical  ears  will  not  be  heifcr*d,  il  they  can  help  it,  with  Kmmia; 
mty  more  thun  classical  ta&te^  will  admit  i  wma  lu  express  u  dii»ur- 
dcr,  aud  thtreby  fo  create  a  dj!>gust  a';ainst  milk,  butler,  and 
cheese,  those  agrceables,  of  ^hich  alone,  tVoin  llie  term,  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  conceive  ideas.  But,  vacc//u/,  even  for  the 
disorder,  H  much  better  thte  Tseciola,  the  fonner  beiiig  an  estftb* 
}i&M  ^Md,  %hHa     lafte^  never  e«n  be  any  thing  better  than 
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. (vcrbo  vcnia)  a  more  barbarism.  I  do  not,  however,  despair  of 
seeing  vacciola  the  munip!>imus,  that  will  expel  the  .sampsimitf  v&C* 
(Ina;  so  strenuously  h  the  I'urmcr  protected  and  promoted. 

l)r,  W.  does  \vr  the  honor  of  wishing  me  to  be  a  compound 
maker;  what  thinks  iif  then  of  Bounoius  (adactylcand  perfecily 
euphoiious)  for  cow-pock  ;  bouu/viize^  to  (suppose)  Cflc*ct<;/a/«' or  ino- 
culate; bounosi^mf  vacemoc^tiation  ;  and  bounaseroiu,  for  iacca:ii' 
rousy  matter  ?  I  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  College  of  Physicians; 
but.  tiunuM  it  uMaj  for  Dr.  W.  may  be  ftssunpd,  th^ 1 1  an  m 
maker  of  medical  compounds.  Qvod  medkorym  est  piomiiiwt 
medtd; — not,  Your'si  occ. 

J^ov.  3, 1804.  PHIL0L0G17S< 


Pji  AN  Atrophy  of  the  Testicles  observed  in  Egygti  bj^ 
•  Ml*.  itARUEY,  ChUJ'  Surgeon  of  the  Annjf* 

Several  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Egypt  having  com- 
plained ot  tlie  total  abolition  of  the  testicles,  without  any 
previous  venereal  disease;  Mr.  Lurrev,  surprized  at  this 
phenomenon,  endeavoured  to  discover  tiie  cause,  and  to 
observe  the  progress  of  this  singular  malady;  the  refttthsof 
which  ;i re  as  follow. 

Gener.illv  one  of  the  testicles  gr.idually  lost  its  ?cns!- 
hiliiyj  became  soft,  diminished  in  size,  and  seemed  to  be 
exsiccated.  The  patient  perceives  nothini:^  of  this  de^tnic- 
tion,  which  ]n"oeceds  insensibly,  tili  tiie  testicle  being 
reduced  to  a  very  small  size,  is  found  near  ^he  annuhis 
abuuminalis,  in  lurm  and  size  of  a  white  bean  ;  then  it  be- 
comes indolent,  and  grows  hard,  and  the  spermatic  chord 
decreases  likewise,  and  pt^rlici pates  of  this  disease. 

When  both  testicles  are  affected,  the  patient  is  deprived 
©f  his  ueneraiive  faculty,  which  he  observes  by  the  t- rnl 
absence  of  carnal  desires  and  amorous  sensations,  aiul  by 
th"  Irixity  of  the  genitals;  and  this,  the  author  has  found 
to  i)e  the  ease  wiih  all  that  experienced  this  malady,  and 
Mhic  h  influences  likewise  the  whole  systeni,  as  it  grows, 
also  weak;  tlie  lower  extremities  emaciate,  and  the  pace 
becomes  waddling  ;  the  countenance  is  changed,  the  beard 
grows  thin,  the  stomach  becomes  weak,  the  digestion  is 
impaired,  and  the  mental  faculties  oeranged.  Several 
«pldirr>  became  invalids  iti  consequence  of  this  disease. 
*  .  Mr.  Larrey  a=^cribes  this  malady,  chiefly  to  the  intense 
If  eat  of  the*  Egyptian  climate^  which  by  relaxing  ihe  tcx- 
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turc  of  tlir  tr'«;ticle,  (^i<pos:es  it  to  tint  sort  rtf  dissolution; 
the  most  tiiud  parts  of  tliis  or<^'\n  go  od'  by  iran^piration, 
and  another  portion  i>  ;ib oiled  l»y  th«'  lyun>liaric  systein, 
and  brou^lit  within  the  co'irse  ot"  ci rcu hition.    The  parea- 
rhyniti  ot"  the  vcsseU,  v.  lMoh  vcsi-i  tiicse  t  fVects,  shrinks^ 
the  tubes  contract  aiui  drv  \ip,  the  whole  mass  of  the 
testicle  loses  more  or  less  in  its  compass,  and  becomes 
emaciated.    To  this,  ns  a  prineip-il  c« ii>o,  inay  be  added, 
the  fatigues  of  war,  and  the  frequent  wants  which  llic 
troops  experienced,  but  mnr."  i):n  tlc!i1ar1  v  tb*^  use  of  the 
spirit  from  dntrs,  which  tlie  inlnbitaiu^,  in  ord'  r  to  make 
it  stronger  and  more  palatable,  draw  ort*  u  ith  the  fruits  nf 
several  solanaceous  ])Ui!Jts,  r;s  the  pseudocap>ieuin,  and  the 
common  capsicum,  both  which  sertc  n*?  cpifos:  and.  pt  r- 
hnp?,  savs  ^fr.  Larrcy,  tliey  know  it  by  experience  or 
tradition,  that  these  substanres  diminish  th<.'  nervous  sen- 
sibility, which  much  easier  (h  ve'upe^  itself  in  hot  (  lunates, 
and  becomes  more  susce[it:ble  of  too  great  a  uiobiht v. 
The  author  takes  an  opportufutv  to  remark,  that  he  lias 
likewise  <;bstTved  tlie  paralytic  etlects  of  the  bidhi-donna 
on  the  organ  of  ^igbt;  and  hf  catuioDs  particularly  against 
employing  solan<iceous  remedies  in  hot  climates.  When 
tlie  nrrophy  oi  tije  testicles  is  perfect  or  complete,  tl.e 
art  od'ers  no  remedy;  but  when  it  is  onl  v  eornniencin^ , 
tlie  disagreeable  con<ec|iiences  may  be  prevented  by  cold 
baths,  by  dry  fictions  of  the  body,  bv  nrtication  applied  to' 
the  breech,  by  stoniiiehie  remedies,  and  a  fall  diet. 

In  order  to  be  .secured  from  this  accident,  it  is  advisable 
to  avoid  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  [lartieularl v  of* 
tlie  spirit  draw^n  from  dates  by  the  Egyptians  ;  further,  to 
'wear  a  straiglu  suspensoriuni,  to  wash  the  body  frequently 
with  fresh  wat(  r  aad  viue^ar,  and  to  abi>taia' from  the 
>exuai  inttrcour^ic.  •  '  * 
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(oB  Oonorrhcba)  in  Cases  ichere  this  Ritntiing  h  sud-^ 
deiily  suppressed^  and  the  Suppression  attended -Sicith  dan* 
gerous  Hjfmptom;      Mr*  Labbkv. 

HE  author  of  this  memoir  relates  several  tntefCftting 
caaes,  in  which  he  eflected  a  qure  of  serious  mqjailieb  by 
the  inoculation  of  the  virus  *go  orrhoicuiB^  or  a  weak 
tolujipn  of  ammouia  iu  water. 

Li  4  Oj»».I. 


6^    JUr*  Larrup  on  the  JmcuhUion  of  BlaMorimm. 

Obs.  I.*  ^^^r^y  of  tlic  soldiers,  while  ia  Ey^pt,  were 
alTecl^d  with  very  obstinate  ophthalinies,  attcjidcd  uiiu 
ulcerations  of  the  cyc-lids,  which  had  a  cancerous  aj)- 
pearance,  A  fetid  purulent  humour  run  down,  w  lucii  ex-^ 
coriated  that  part  of  the  cheek  on  which  it  rested,  altiiough 
but  For  a  short  time.  Tiic  cornea  was  cither  perforated,  or  a 
^taphylome  appeared,  and  sometimes  the  roembraiich  ui 
the  eyes  received  a  carcinomatous  character.  Tliese  acci* 
dents  never  manifested  themselves  hut  in  individuals  who 
had  been  previously  afl'ccted  with  gonnorrha^as.  Mr, 
JLarrey  employed  some  general  remedies,  but  chiefly  the 
artificial  or  natural  inoculation  of  gonorrhoja  ;  the  first  of 
)vhich  was  cil'cctcd  by  injecting  into  the  urethra  a  &ufiici« 
cntly  strong  alkaline  solution,  in  order  to  produce  a  slight 
inflammation;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  new  runuing 
CDStted,  and  these  gonnorrhocas  have  constaatly  removed 
ophthaJmies  of  that  nature. 

Obs.  11.  In  other  cases,  the  suppression  of  these  vene- 
real  runnings  was  followed  by  a  copious  secretion  of  the 
i^asal  mucus,  which,  from  being  in  its  natural  state,  with^ 
out  smell,  whitish,  and  slightly  saline,  became  grc^nishi 
liquid,  and  the  smell  of  a  gouorrhoic  running.  The  meuH 
brana  pituitaria  excoriated;  and  when  the  disease  was 
neglected,  the  ulceration  became  chancreous,  the  membrane 
vas  c:orroded,  t^nd  the  bones  were  affected  The  remedies 
employed  in  these  affections  were  nearly  the  same  as  those 
dtirected  for  gonorrhccas;  but  experience  seems  to  proTe« 
t\mt  the  patient  must  he  also  treated  with  the  interuul  U)»e 
«f  mercurial  preparations. 

Obs.  m.  Some  soldiers  were  affected  ¥  ilk  almost  coin* 
plete  deafness,  attended  with  vertigo,  and  very  troiiblesonc 
tinJ^lin;^  of  the  car,  in  consequence  of  the  sM||pressiaa 
of  g:6niiorh(Ea.  Injections  of  different  liqnors  inio  the 
meatas  auditorius  had  been  tried,  and  blisters  applied  in 
the  vicinity,  without  any  effect;  on  the  contrary,  the  deaf- 
ness seemed  to  increase,  Mr.  Larrey  orderea  injections 
of  ammonia  to  be  made  into  the  nrcthra,  which  produced 
an  irritation  sufhcient  to  re-establish  the  running ;  aad 
from  the  iirst  day  of  this  running,  the  tinkling  of  the  car 
disappeared,  the  patients  could  hear  much  be  tter,  aad 
distinguish  different  sounds.  The  cure  was  finished  by 
the  use  of  mercurial  frictions,  and  some  grains  of  mtiriiit 
of  mercury  nnited  with  opium,  and  taken  internally  io  a 
proper  mixliiret  Another  sgldier  was  inoculated  with  tbe 
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*  \irus  of  a  naturnl  and  ficsh  gonorrhoea,  and  when  the 
running  took  plact  ,  die  tinkling  of  tlie  eiir  ceased  ;  a  few 
(lays  after  the  patient  could  hear  with  the  ieft  ear,  and  hy 
degrt  es  was  perfectly  cured. 

Oas.  IV.  A  young  lady  had  nil  the  symptouis  of  a 
pulijjunai  V  consumption  lathe  tUiiti  stage;  the  expeetora- 
tiou  wu.-.  purulent,  fetid,  and  greenish  ;  the  eliiiit nUy  of 
breath  and  oppression  very  eonsidcrable.  The  odour  and 
particular  nature  ot  the  discharge  brought  up  bv  cough- 
ing, caiiocd  the  author  lo  su^()ect  the  suppression  uf  a  ieu- 
corrhoie  running.  Upon  inquiry,  he  found,  thai  ;u  the 
pcriud  when  the  diseiuse  had  commenced,  this  ladv  had 
had  li  running  of  the  va<j;ina,  which  had  !>een  cured  ty  in- 
jt  eLiun^  ui  acetated  lead  anel  the  use  of  bome  liquors;  and 
that  during  tlic  last  four  vcars,  the  hrea.ii  had  never  ceased 
to  be  affected.  Mr.  Laricy  no  longer  iluuhting  the  cause 
of  this  disease,  injected  a  weak  solution  of  volatiU*  alkali 
at  the  enirance  uf  ihe  vagina,  which  immediately  produced 
a  considerable  phlogosis,  attended  with  a  purulent  run- 
ning, whicli  became,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  very 
copious.  After  this  had  continued  twenty-four  hours,  the 
patient  fell  into  a  quiet  sleep,  without  being  troubled  with 
cough  and  expectoration.  The  pains  of  the  breast  gradually 
abated,  and  a  few  days  after  she  had  scarcely  any  fever  in 
the  evening.  While  the  running  increa-ied,  the  affection 
of  the  breast  disappeared,  and  after  a  proper  trcauacni, 
the  appetite^  force,  and  vigour  of  body  returned. 

Obs.  V.  A  soldier  w  as  attacked  with  a  purulent  dysen* 
teric  flux,  which  lie  had  suffered  several  years,  and  lor 
which  a  great  number  of  remedies  had  been  unsucec:»sfullj 
employed.  The  alvine  excretions  were  frequent,  often 
attended  with  tenesmus  and  violent  colics,  particularly 
during  the  night  time.  The  patient  was  in  a  state  of 
marasmus,  when  Mr.  Larrey  examined  him  ;  and  learnt^ 
that  at  the  period  when  the  dysenteric  fltix  had  com- 
menced tlie  uatient  had  been  affected  with  a  gonm  rhcea, 
which  he  had  removed  by  astringent  injections.  The  an-> 
tisyphihtic  treatment  was  then  employed,  and  a  h>w  dayg 
were  suflicient  to  produce  a  favourable  alteration  in  tlie 
tsatc  of  the  disease;  mercurial  frictions  on  the  belly  seem- 
ed to  be  particularly  serviceable,  and  he  took  internatlj 
corrosive  sublimate.  The  vigour  of  his  body  began  to  n*- 
turn,  and  two  months  after  the  consultation,  the  patient 
attended  to  his  usual  bufriness. 

Outi.  VI.  Another  soldier,  aged  26,  of  a  feeble  con- 
stitution, was  received  into  the  hospital  on  account  of  4 
vioicut  ^onoiihueti  ^y  the  u;^c  of  ^opkat  autispa^roodic  re- 
ined let 
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medics,  and  the  application  of  If  rclu  ^,  the  mo^t  prc5-in? 
5vinptoms  were  rcniovtd,    rnd   repose  [jrocurrd   to  tie 
patient.     T!ie  running:  inereasod,  l^ut  it  v.as   letid  (.n-i 
grceni>h.    l^aths  wrrr*  roii'.'.'ui'^d,  aiul  al-o  the  use  of  a 
f-^tpieiit  e>r»ii]s:on  ;  aii<i  he  w:'- direetcd  lo  take  an  antisy- 
philitic  potion  in  the  morning.    The  nirinincr,  however, 
rOrnained  rnnioTi-.  and  contimKd  so  a  nioiiih  after  his  tir?t 
entrance  into  tiie  hospitah    Thit  ahoiit  this  period  the  pa- 
tient imr  (Mh  'tlv  ubCf!  tlif*  eohi  bath  ;  in  coiiscrjiienec  of 
which  tiie  riiiniin'j:  ^vas  suppressed*  he  became  feve  rish, 
complained  of  pr^!\   in  the  sidc^,  wa-^  (jbstiuately  consti- 
pated, liiu!  a  bnrning  sensation  in  the  l)cily,  ardor  lirnir, 
and  a  gr-  at  drviu  ^s  of  l.lif»  skin..   Tin'  iolhnvmc;  niornirr^ 
the  \'/hoh'  surt'arc 'of  ttM*  body  wr^  alireled  with  an  erysi- 
pelatous inflviine.iation,  which,  ninnin:^  ihrc.nirh  it«;  ?tn!rc5, 
terminated  on  the  9ih  day  in  suppiiratiDn.   This  first  began 
on  the  skin  of  t!i.^  hands  and  feti ;  the  epidermis  wn^  de- 
tached, and  the  suppnration  so  copious,  that  it  re^uirct!  to 
be  dressed  four  times  a  day  with  lint  and  cerate.  The 
feverish  ?vmptom.>  disappeared,  and  this  disease  bocaiin* 
rather  idio[)atine.    The  mntler  of  tlie  suppuration  proved 
somewhat  analogous  to  that  of  viriiient  gohorrho^n^ :  it  \\<  \ 
thick,  viscous,  of  a  t^^reenisli  colour,  and  cmuu  il  a  tetici 
odour.     It  issued  not  oniy  from  all  points  of  ttie  ^ki^, 
but  also  from  the  nostrils  and  cavity  of  the  muuih.  This 
state  of  general  ulceration  occasioned  the  greatc-t  p;ims 
to  ihc  unfortunate  patient,  and  he  could  not  rcpf>-'^>  him- 
seli  in  any  kind  of  posture.    For  more  than  a  mouth  afitf 
using  the  cold  bath,  ulceration  had  been  as  copiou'^  as 
general;  during  which  periofl,  exsieeatives  had  hr^^n  ap- 
phed,  but  the  crust  thus  fnrined  contained  under  U  a 
greenish  matter ;  the  hair  fell  off,  the  nails  were  disor- 
ganised, they  became  thick,  scaly,  rough,  and  dark  yel- 
low.   Mr.  Larrey  determined  to  |mt  an  end  to  this  mi^r- 
ahle  state,  hv  making  injections  into  the  urethra  with  the 
pi!^  t^'l.r  n  from  the  hands  and  Icet ;  and  the  LTMiniorhcpa 
soon  aj)pearing,  the  general  suppuration  dimini-licn.  The 
ihessings  with  ccratnm  Saturni,  and  wine  mixed  with  houev, 
were  eontiniTed,  and  the  jiPtcnt  took  interniiWy  a  sudorific 
rf>l)  with  a  little  muriat  of  mercury,  of  ammonia,  opium, 
all')  <  ther.  The  suppuration  eontinuefl  lonL'cr  on  the- hands 
:Mid  Icet  than  on  the  re^t  of  the  l)odv,  l)ur  at  length  the 
whole  s!:in  healed;  and  when'  no  ulcerations  were  any 
lon;j;t'r  pi  rceivi d,  Mr.  Larrey  ordered  mercurial  friciioa- 
to  hf»  applied  every  three  or  four  davn,  and  the  u»e  o\ 
bath-,  'i'owards  the  end  of  the  fif-ntnifnt  a  buim  appeared, 
which  opcuetLof  useitj  ibe  nails  were  reprtKiuccdi 
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tlic  patient  left  the  hospital  perfectly  eured,  five  montbs 
aft^r  he  had  entered  lt« 

-  Obs^  VI  [.  A  soldier  wa»  sent  to  the  hospital  on  account 
of  a  virulent  gonnorrhosaj  which  hb  had  had  a  few  days* 
The  matter  that  issued  was  greenish  and  fetid;  he  had 
violent  pains  the  whole  length  of  the  urinarj  canal ;  the 
urine  passed  with  dill^cuhy^  and  with  an  insupportable 
burning  sensation :  the  erections  were  frequent,  and  he 
was  feverish  and  restless.  By  the  use  of  sopient  mucila- 
ginous potion Sy  baths,  and  very  small  dose  of  corrosive 
sublimate  taken  with  milk^  the  symptoms  greatly  dimi- 
nished, and  the  patient,  complaining  of  nothiiif^  but  the 
running,  desired  to  be  discharged  Irom  the  hosoital.— 
Some  time  after,  this  soldier,  desirous  of  freeing  nimscif 
firom  the  running,  took  the  advice  of  a  quack,  used  the 
cold  bath,  And  introduced  into  the  urethra  boiigt<^s  covered 
with  mercurial  ointment.  The  gonorrhoea-  immediately 
ceased;  but  soon  afteir  a  violent  pain  supervened -in  the 
right  thigh,  which  obliged  him  again  to  have  recourse  to  the 
hospital.  The  pain  extended  itself  to  the  extremities,  and 
last  to  the  articulations  of  all  the  members,  which  became 
atifl^  and  completely  motionless.  •  A  fever  afterwards  super* 
vened,.  attended  with  symptoms  of  mania.'  Mr.  Larrey 
^endeavoured  to  remove  the  most  pressing  complaint^  by 
venesection  at  the  vena  jugularis,  by  antispasmodic  po- 
tions, pediluvia,  And  sinapisms  applied  to  the  soles  of  the 
feet; 'and  though  he  succeeded  m  nppeasing  the  disor* 
der,  the  general  pains  remained  almost  the  same.  At 
length  an  injection  of  gonnorhoic  liquor  into  the  ure^  - 
thra  was  triedj  by  which  the  nmning  returned;  and  as 
this'  became  more  copious,  the  symptoms  diminished  in 
proportion ;  so  that  alter  a  fortnight  they  entirely  disap^ 
peared.  This  second  gonorrhoDa  was  treated  with  mercu** 
rial  preparations,  in  combination  with  antispasmodics. 
All  the  symptoms  were  gradually  remoyed,  and  no  leftlluB 
hospital  perfectly  cured. 


 :  :  rr^  , 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phyfical  JournaL 

X  VVas  much  pleased  the  other  d^y  by  the  .perusal  of  an 
observation  made  by  Mr.  Cuming,  on  the  treatment  of 
erysipelaSj  in  yo^r  last  valuable  Journal*  On  ^ount  of 
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its  according  flo  e^aeily  with  the  pl^  I  have  teen  ia  tki 
habit  of  seeing  pnrsuca^  and  myself  adopting  to  a  very 
considerable  extent  i'or  the  last  five  years ;  I  allude  tu  the 
practice  of  applying  cold  lotions  in  this  disease,  and  to 
those  more  particularly  which  appear  about  the  head  and 
face^  where  we  ought,  us  soon  as  poiaible^  to  obeck  tbt 
eomplaint,  partieulavly  id  females,  in  consequence  of  iu 
•o  frequeutfy  disfiguring  them.  Mr.  Cuming  veryjanlj 
observes,  the  celebrated  CuUen  conceived  the  practice  li 
be  injudiciousy  and  recommended  the  principal  reliance 
to  be  piaeerl  on  flour ;  1>ut  from  What  I  have  seen  of  the 
disease  within  the  time  before  mentionedj  and  which  has 
not  been  merely  a  few  solitary  cases  now  and  tbea>  { 
ain  confident  that  this  plan  is  by  no  means  the  best ;  for 
I  do  not  recollect  one  case  where  the  application  of  cokl 
lotions  were  early  and  properly  applied^  but  it  prevented 
suppuration  and  all  its  ill  consaquences,  not  only  in  the 
head  and  face,  hut  the  extremities :  in  the  former  I  bavt 
nsed  it  very  freely  and  repeatedly,  ivheii  the  inflammalSeu 
has  run  extremely  high,  both  IochIIv  and  constitutionally^ 
and  I  never  once  fouini  by  impelling  it  that  either  phre* 
iiitisj  peripncumony^  angrna^  or  any  unpleasant  oomplaiai 
followed ;  indeed*  to  me»  the  propriet]|r  of  their  applies* 
tion  appears  very  obvioaSj  upon  the  simple  prineiple  af 
checking  that  ioflammation,  which,  if  allowed  to  go  aU| 
would  probably  extend  to  the  brain,  or  some  other  m» 
porrant  part,  and  in  this  wajr  prove  fatal.  The  lotiea 
which  has  been  used  so  extensively  in  the  practice  1  have 
lMk4  no  opportunity  of  attending  to,  has  been  ^  aqus. 
alinninis  composta  (P*  L.)  and  which  1  thinic  is  prefer-* 
ablf  Vb  the  eerussa  aoetata^  on  account  of  its  bniiig  a  bet< 
ter  touic ;  the  other  I  conceive  to  be  muna  apj^icable  ta 
those  kind  of  inflamaialioBs  which  more  pamonlarly  rs- 
lyniw  sedatives. 

\fi  a  case  whieh  occurred  about  twelve  months  bsck^ 
lind  which  was  parttc\ilarly  bad,  the  face  l>eing  so  mueh 
disfigured  by  the  swelling  as  for  the  man's  friends  not  to 
know  him  ;  he,  from  the  fifst  of  my  visiting  him,  used 
eold  sjiplications  to  the  part;  his  bowels  were  kept  open, 
and  sakine  nurdieities  administered^  as  the  febrile  symp< 
Soma  seeui  to  indicate,  and  he  got  perfectly  well.  ITii* 
I  man  would  not  bear  bleeding:  indeed,  i  have  generally 
found  ,  that  if  plilchotomy  is  performed  in  the  early  stage 
of 'thi«f  disease^  although  the  inflammatory  symptoms  run 
pfctty  high,  the  p-aticnts  seldom  do  so  Wet!  as*if  ithad  hi-vn 

mk\mA  r  A>rj  ftfter  it,  i  have  almost  constant!/  fe«n<l 
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pulse  hus  gradually  sunk,  and  the  part  put  uu  that  dc^^ree 
sIiiirixishrR'bs  and  iivid  Ijuc,  as  lu  rctjuire  a  vrry  ditlli'tuul 
liiudr  ui  treatmettl  tu  lli.a  adupud  at  liist ;  but  1  dont  iiiruu 
to  i>iiy,  ihal  bccttust*  tbis  is  the  case  very  rrt  i|uerilly  in  u  iai  g« 
town  like  this,  that  it  should  be  >c)  in  the  country,  wher** 
1  believe  venivf>seetio  very  generally  becomes  necei»sar>  lu 
the  treatment  ot  this  disease,  and  tor  two  very  obvious 
reasons.  First,  the  lu\\\  i  eki>.  ul  [m  ople  here  (and  ainuivt^st 
whom  my  ptaeUee  is  principally  nrd)  live  cliietly  on 

gin,  porter,  and  tea,  and  take  very  sparingly  of  animal 
food  J  and,  secondly,  their  living  in  a  large  city  where  tiie 
air  cannot  possibly  be  so  pure  ns  if  they  resided  many 
miles  from  it.  This  then  I  think  will  ver}*  satisfactorily  ex- 

Slairi  why,  hi  this  respect,  the  plan  of  treaunent  here  and 
lat  in  thtj  t  uuntry  may  very  propei  ly,  somewhat  vary, 
it  is  a  very  common  circumstance  to  tind  that  erysipelas 
in  the  face  and  oilier  parts,  it  con'^idefable,  will  leave  aa 
cedema  with  ji  scui  tuicss,  which  was  the  casein  the  mau 
whose  case  I  iiave  just  mentions  rl ;  but  it  was  entirely  taken 
away,  by  giving  him  a  gram  ol  caiomel  every  night,  and 
the  cortex  in  the  day.  liiis  juactice  is  generally  ado[jrcd 
under  such,  cifcums lances,  and  cuuaaiouiy  pi:uvc:»  amply 
sutiicient. 

Surely  then,  if  a  disease  so  very  trou])lesonu  and  indeed 
fortniduLlL-,  as  erysipelas,  can  be  checked,  and  suppuration 
prevented  by  this  mod**  of  treatment,  and  that  without  any 
tisquc  to  the  person's  i;eneral  health,  it  is  a  very  cogent 
reason  for  adopting  it.  W'c  arc  toid  by  that  ancient  writer 
Hippocrates,  that  a  suppuration  iind  sloughing  of  tiiis 
kind,  is  of  a  very  serious  nature;  yet  he  wab  by  no  mean* 
an  advocate  for  repeilants  under  such  circumstances,  ff>r 
iu  liis  Aphoiisms,  he  <;ays,  if  there  is  a  metastasis  of  tlie 
morbific  mailer  from  wutiui,  ouiward,  the  habit  wiil  bf," 
relieved,  aiui  the  puii«  hl  k  cover;  but  the  sudden  ict  in  iv 
of  ti  humour  inward  is  u.  bad  sign,  and  uuairinod  some 
formidable  disease  would  be  bcought  on  in  eo!ise(iucnce. 
But  then  (.oiistanL  *ipplication  proves  this  is  not  the  case, 
also  the  advaiJtat^cs  di  rived  bv  their  use  to  be  very  great, 
ivnd  tlie  danger  merely  imauiaary,  that  I  luipe,  ere  long, 
Uiey  will  be  universally  employed;  aud  I  urn  sure  no  prac- 
titioner, wlio  is  anxious  for  his  patient's  speedy  recovery, 
(and  which,  I  fuwe  no  doubt,  is  the  i  a-e  with  every  one  ) 
would,  after  employing  it  once,  ever  at;. an,  i.tider  similar 
<:ircutnstances,  omit  using  it  a  second  and  iadi  Ld  for  ever 
After;  for,  us  I  have  before  stated,  it  prevents,  if  esuly 
eiufifuycd^  any  sciiuu:>  uu^-cbicf  cgmiii^  uu.    ^V  hcreas  by 

spriaRlip^ 
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sprittldinc;  ilic  part  wiih  flour,  using  soft  emollient  foment 
tattons  and  cataplasms,  ac*  we  very  o(tcn  had  ihc  ni- 
Hammatron  continues  to  rcmaiii,  the  part  sup  •u^A!e^^au^t 
sloughs,  iiiifl  instead  of  curing  your  patieni  m  a  tcu  oavs, 
eratfartbest  in  a  week  or  inaiiri\ii,  be  u  conhned  tur 
many  weeks  or  perhaps  several  nioiUh^. 
'  i  am  wc4i  u^vare  that  uianv,  aiitl  indcxd  most,  niodeni 
practitioucrs  wiil  object  to  tii-  trcafuK  Ui  of  thi^  disease  m 
the  way!  liaVe  mentioned,  and  will  -  ay,  it  is  obvious  itiaC 
every  thino'  which  can  occasion  a  rciiocessioii  ot  the  mor- 
bific'-matter  from  tlie  s^irface  of  rhe  body  must  prove 
iiiTurious,  and  therefore  th^y  vnuu  nd  i  very  erysi[*cU;3 
should  be  rncoiira^cd,  for  that,  in  proportion  as  the  ex-' 
tornal  iiiftammatiou  advanrrs,  do<H  the  fever  srriKide. 
Tills  arjrumeni  mav  do  extrciuvly  well  to  serve  the  purpose 
of  the  Uieorist,  when  discussin-  the  subject  in  a  incdical 
society;  but  if  he  will  turn  ins  atteiuiou  only  a  hule  to 
the  pi'acticnl  pari  of  his  profc^.^ion,  and  observe  innuitoly 
And  impartially  th.>  ('t>V(  N  of  tlic  i>lan  pioi^osed,  1  am  sure 
fee  will  soon  be  couvuk  c  d  of  the  iiiUc  grounds  upon  s^lncli 
Lis  orsruraents  are^  established. ' 

Sometimes,  and  indeed  not  very  unfrequently,  lo  con- 
sequeucpof  the  inauQinuuion  being  very  ,m  t  at  at  hrsr,  and- 
the  part  entirely  neglected,  s  ippuraiion  will  e  nw  on, 
-which  generally  is  of  a  phagadi  liic  and  gan<^renous  kuiu, 
.(very  seldntn  provtnj^  favourable)  tlie  l-e^t  application, 
under  such  eircunistmice?,  serm-,  to  be  the  strong  beef 
i^rounds  and  oatmeal,  with  i^avk,  c.piuni,  and  wine  internal- 
ly;  and  for  tho-^c  whose  circumstances  ^vill  not  allow  thcni 
to'i;rt  the  hitter,  porter  wiil  be  found  no  ront<  njpuble 
subnitnte;  dnrin«T  the  separntic^n,  the  sore  mav  be  sprink- 
led with  a  powder  eumposcd  of  equal  parts  oi  the  i^'  Iv. 
gum.  mvrrh,and  lap.  calaminans  ;  or  instead  of  tlu  iu'.kr, 
t')e  cint-hf)na  mav  I  e  employed,  and  over  llus  the  P^^"!]'^^ 
is  to  be  laid.  All  -reasy  apidicati»)n3  are  to  be  avoided, 
more  j.anieularlv  in  the  enr'y  sta-^J  of  the  discw  for 
thr-v  u!ll  iavaria'rdv  be  found  prejiuhciai.  U  hen  the  part 
has'Ueome  perfccilv  healthy,  the  poultice  is  to  be  (Its- 
coDiinned;  bt;r  frequently  the  use  of  the  pov.der  may  be 
per^ever' (1  in  with  considerable  advantage,  and  over  h  dr? 
Ir.t  and  a  common  ■d^d'rct,  and  commonly  this  wdl  be  all 
til  \i  ncec  '^arv  to  complete  the  cirrc.  •  .  '  ' 
1  euibrace  this  opportunity  of  mentioning- the  goocf 
rf  e  es  I  have  seen,  from  givinfi;  the  ziiicum  viiriolatum  m 
*  tb  -  rnrt^  of  intorrniltents,  and  v.liich  medieine  I  was  IB- 
«Juvc;i  la  euiidov  frwia  ihc  iccummcudaiiun  wl  the  gentle 
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mm  fvhose  name  I  have  before  mentioned*  I  have  on) j 
liad  an  opportanity  of  giving  it  in  two  cases^  the  first  oif 
which  was  a  remarkable  obstinate  one,  and  had  bid  de- 
fiance both  to  the, cortex  and  Bolutio  arsenici ;  indeed,  the 
subject  wasa  veiy  unfavourable  one^  for  lie  hadrepeatedl/ 
laboured  under  the  same  disease  while  abroad  as  a  soldier ; 
be  had  also  been  a  hard  drinker  of  spirits^  by  whi^h  bia 
constitution  had  been  much  shattered.  Under  these  ui^ 
favourable  ciFcumstances,  i  begun  with  the  above  medi'^ 
cine,  and  perseyered  in  its  use  in  the  manner  directed  bj 
Mr.  C.  and  I  am  iinppy  in  saying  tlie  man  had  not  one^ 
paroxysm  after  its  hr^t  administration.  11  k'  other  caie 
.was  of  a  much  milder  type,  and  the  subject  by  far  more 
favourable  in  every  r  spect.  In,  this  man,  I  began  with  it 
from  the  Hrst^  and  it  answered  my  moat  sanguine  expecta^ 
tions;  indeed,  I  have  much  pleasure  in^acknowledging  that 
I  always  feel  great  satisfaction,  and  receive  considerable 
improvement,  by  the  perusal  of  the  above  Gentleman's  very 
valuable  practical  observations  from  time  to  time,  and 
^whicb,  I  trust,  be  wil^  a0brd  me  frequent  opportunities  of 
repeating^ 

I  am,  &c. 

Zandon,        IS,  180«.  •  ROBERT  COOiSEm  ' 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phj[/ical  JoumaL 

OSNTLBMBN, 

It  is  'incumbent  on  me  to  observe,  that  the  air-pum|i 
water-bath,  although  unjcnown  to  me,  had  certainly  been 
suggested  to  remote  poisotu  £rov\  the  surface  of  the  body, 
before  I  sent  in  my  last  .communication;  therefore, 
claim  no .morCL merit  respectins  %he  mere  hint  which  I  laid 
before  von,  than  this,  that,  where  a  common  air-pump  is 
at  band,  any  other  kind  of  vessel,  furnished  (in  a  manner 
that  needs  no  description),  with  a  proper  stopf<ocJi,  may 
possibly  pirove  always  saecessful,  if  instant li/  applied. 

To  dio  justice  to  the  author,  I  shall  quote  the  following 
pa>sage  from  the  work  itself* 

it  may  not  a  little  surprise  some  of  my  readers,  that 
I  have  not  expatiated  on  tuc  efficacy  of  the  apparatus  in 
the  lamoval  of  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  poisons  re* 
ceotly  applied  to  the  system ;  especially,  as  the  extraction 
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of  poison  from  a  wDund  ()ni:if)ally  gave  rj>f  to  tbe  io- 
'Vftition."   (^ee  Dr.  BkgburuugU  uu  liie  air-piuup  vapmv- 

The  w>K)l»'  of  my  la-^t  short,  aixK  T  ronffs^*,  very  faastiij 
written  icttfr,  w?^s  cuin[>oscd  in  a  iOfffhiion/ti  sense.  No- 
tiling  iu  it  ainourrts  lo  an  assertion ;  tin-  wlrolc  was  ineMt 
to  bf ,  and,  1  am  confident,  will  be  found  to  br,  inrrelv  rt- 
cof/imffulaton/;  I  cannot,  thcrefiire,  cither  rerra<  t  a  >!nir!e 
srliable^  of  uaftwei  anj  pubik  queslioQ  respecting  its  cop- 

I  know  in v  b  nrr  !ia«^  Vir  rn  most  miserabiv  i^arbb  d.  A 
ttudied  f'.Yordiinn  with  **  fio  e/'mrs  ^honhl  Ar  pfrff-^ffed  to 
pass  itnnotictd ;  the  -n  hle  oct  an  of  mefticat  H  h  itf  t- ;  the  dan* 
iserous  rocks;  icild  uud  crtraragunt  ftiHms;  fprcnhrton 
in  phifs,icy  i^c.**  must  j>irpru"t:  the  rejldcr  to  give  c  r«  rln  to 

the  HHihor,  uiui  to  follow  hiru  implicitly^  if  BOlbiog  he 

^jiestiiJiu'd  rfs(>rctiiig  the  U  \t. 

I  have  not  ihc  It'ftst  donbr  but  th.it  wliorv  r  has  read 
thf  comment  ii|K)n  my  Icrrcr,  mu^t  su[)j)0:^c  thiii  [  prp^^'t 
•  eompU'to  -nccvjss  front  the  apf>licarinn  of  a  cupvinj- 
glass,  even  wbeu  the  harking,  biting,  anxictj/,  fcifr,  and 
tJrtud  of"  si.a/hziifig  are  kastefiing  the  patient  to  his  grave. 
This  would  iDfleed  be  an  immcdiatt'  cure. 

Tlie  <'oninientiUor  mii^t  liavc  seen  what  I  meant  bv  the 
general  tenor  of  the  whole  letter,  besides  this  seoteoce, 
**  the  fiionunt  an  accident  of  this  kind  has  happened 
ei  idrutly  tbe  only  period  to  apply  the  glasaea  wiiU  «igf 

The  patient  cured  by  the  cniiiinciitator  does  not  appear 
to  have  l)eeii  diseased,  or  ibe  [)uny  history  B)is»t  be  dt-- 
feetive.  It  dc)e>  not  ap[iear  tluit  iUii  pointer  i\nrr  rrnlJr 
tapable  of  euiiriJUinieatinL::  /n/drvp/iohia ,  for  ibc  animal, 
with  tbe  unc'pdtocfTl  ;'yuiptorTTs,  did  not  tito  of  the  dh- 
case  \  perbajts  tbe  poor  cifntiire  was  sbot^  OX  baogcd  aori 
quartered,  ami  then  can  uW  no  talcs. 

Aiftongst  sonu?  otber  remarks,  which  dcsen'c  to  h/? 
j»tn«^ied,  1  observe  in  the  sjimc  number  of  the  Medical  and 
Pbvsicnl  Jottrnaf,  p.  — •'Jf)^,  tFiat  Professor  Kos^i  \su 
dx'oi  Mt'fl,  anH  why  not  also  our  eommonlator  r  AnotluT 
^  nia\  a. Uo  br  -^er  ii,  of  two  cxainple«  of  "  persons  dyinz 
»n(ier //y£//*o////o^?f  ivrnptoins  froni  bithr^  th:  ir  own  fiug  rSf 
ifi  a  paroxsvsni  o^l  on'^cr !  opportunelv  these  obserni- 

riuns  occnr  in  the  self  same  JonrnnT ;  they  appear  BOlott* 

ai?  a  prtrcnfivr  but  as  an  imvicdiate  cure, 

I  observe  some  singular  opinions  respecting  the  doul^ 

efitct  of  alkali^  wbicli  I  could  UQt  coiapreheod,  but  on 
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which  one  might  have  said  more  than  would  he  palatahlc  ; 
perhaps  aniinal  poisons  are  ncids :  if  so,  here  is  a  new  lield 
opened  to  the  cm  mist,  if  he  be  not  afraid  to  **  turn  his 
jnind  to  surgery.**    But,  "  nc  uUrd  crcpitlamJ' 

I  have  cousl(ler^dy  that  to  contend  with  a  competitor  00 
powerful  W4>uld  be  madness.  What  chance  could  I  ex- 
pect^ to  wrestle  with  a  physical  Hercules?  with,  not  only 
a  member  of  the  iioyai  College  of  Surgeons,  Xiondon,  but 
who  can  add  the  strength  of  an  apothecary,  of  a  man* 
jnidwife,  and  of  a  veiidor  of  drugs,  cbemicalsj  &c«  to 
i^i'iiatcver  besides  he  may  desire  to  possess ! 

The  compliment  paid  to  me  on  some  observations,  which 
appeared  in  your  Journal  for  May  and  July,  I  cannot  ac^ 
ceptT— the  donor  can  be  no  very  perfect  judge  of  Hoimn-» 
claturtg  who  confounds  calx  cum  kali  puro  with  what  is 
commonly  called  lapii  infernalis.  How  far  this  accords  with 

preparing  prescriptions  with  accuracy/  I  leave  to  the 
judgement  or  others, 

I  amj  8&C. 

Long  Aire^  Nov.  14,  1804.  JOS,  HUME, 


"jTo  the  Editors  qf  the  Medical  and  Physical  JournaL 

GENTLEMBNy 

In  the  last  Numher  of  the  Mrdiral  and  Chmirgieal  T\e* 
view,  the  account  of  the  Kensiii^tDU  Cii^c  is  ronsidernljly 
corrected.  It  is  ihere  ackiiowk tlged,  that  Mr.  Cullurne 
never  saw  the  |)ati*  aitcr  the  Ibiirth  day;  and  I  linvr  tlie 
autliority  of  that  gt  iiiletnan  lor  assert in;j;,  that  he  did  not 
form  iuiy  decisive  opinion  on  tiie  ease;  on  the  contrary, 
he  (le>in  rl  the  child  might  be  -brought  to  hiui  agum  ior 
titis  {>iH|)ose. 

Th<-  author  of  the  account  in  tlie  Med,  nnd  Chir.  Review 
confesses,  that  Mrs.  Meredith  prevuricated  in  her  evi- 
dence; and  endeavoiir-8  to  reconcile  it  to  reason  hv  sayinir. 
thr.t  ^ho  was  /nl/iutt/j/  and  vHrtpcct cdiif^  <}ue^>Liuned  on 
points  oi  some  nicety,  with  whieh  she  wvM  he  snpposfd 
not  to  have  been  fainilijir.  The  j»nl)lic,  however,  wi!i 
judge  wherh  r  iliis  is  not  tlie  hcit  »node  of  (  lieiling  llie 
tmtn;  and  ii  must  be  terolit^eted,  that  during  the  fn-st  ex- 
aminati<>n,  siie  pu^invely  a-^y  rted  the  coiQur  W4S  not 
black,  and  persevered  iu  that  asseriign, 

(No.  70,)  M  m  U 
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It  was  an  ea<iy  matter  for  her  afterwards  to  leam  wbal 
the  colour  of  the  cow-pock  scab  is,  either  from  coaver- 
aaiiou  with  her  numerous  visitorsj  -some  of  whom  were  not 
very  friendly  to  vaccinatioa;  or  from  some  vaccine  pa* 
tients  in  the  neigubonrhoodj  whom  the  repeatedly  saw 
about  that  period. 

In  the  account  alluded  to,  the  most  material  circani* 
stance  is  artfully  suppres<>ecl ;  namely^  that  the  pustolei 
were  rubbed  off  within  a  lew  days  after  their  appearaooe. 
''On  the  above  evidence,**  it  seems,  lame  and  iin^K-rfect 
89  it  is,  **  the  public  may  judge  for  themselves,'*  whether 
the  patient  had  the  cow-pock.  It  is  easN  to  conjeetuie, 
what  opinion  the  author  of  the  article  alluded  to  wishes 
the  public  to  form ;  but  they  will  be  cautious  how  they 
believe  one,  who  has  already  tried  to  deceive  them* 
Stulto  nott  crediiur  etiam  vtrum  diceniL 

A  person,  anrnmiHg  the  style  of  an  Editor,  in  the  same 
number  of  the  Medical  and  Cnimrgical  Review,  affects 
to  fi  fir,  what  he  evidently  hopes,  that  the  cases  which 
have  lately  occurred,  will  induce  many  families  to  prefer 
the  inoculation  of  the  small-pox  to  vaccination.  This 
person^  who  is  probably  the  same  that  drew  up  the  false 
account  of  the  Kensington  case,  appears  to  be  envious  of 
the  well-earned  fame  of  Dr.  Jenner;  and  anxious  to  plack 
the  laurels  from  his  brow.  He  would  sacrifioe  vaccination 
to  accomplish  his  jmrpose.  He  thinks  vaccine  inoculatton 
cannot  be  established  by  Dr.  Jenner,  anil  a  few  of  his 
adherents.  He  thinks  Dr.  Jenner's  adherents  are  interested^ 
.They  would,  however,  have  given  greater  reason  for  that 
leproacb,  if  they  had  been  so  mean  as  to  s^U  cow-pock 
mutter. 

This  Writer,  and  a  Reviewer  in  the  same  woik^  have 
drawn  a  conclusion  rather  unfavourable  to  vaccination 
from  Dr.  Rollo's  report  of  experiments  at  Woolwich. 
From  the  same  premises,  a  Reviewer  in  the  Medical  and 
Physical  Jbunial  has  drawn  a  favourable  coDclusion. 
Having  been  requested  by  Dr.  RoUo  to  observe  the  pro- 
gress oF  those  cuses,  1  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  point 
,ottt  an  inaccuracy  in  his  statciiit;nt.. 

When  I  received  from  Dr.  liollo  a  letter  mentioning  the 
alarm  created  in  his  mind  by  the  effects  of  variolous  iniH 
c*^)atiun  on  those  whom  he  had  before  vaccinated^  I  wrote 
to  him  a  letter  expressive  of  my  opinion,  that  his  alana 
•would  prove  groundless.  Mr.  Knight,  to  whom  Dr.  Rdlo 
also^  appUet!,  wiute  to  hiiu  ai^wer  to  the  same  par* 
port. 

Whea 
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When  I  waited  on  Dr.  RoUo^  I  remarked  to  him  and 
ieveral  otiier  gentlemen  present,  that  the  local  pustule  of 
the  patients  under  the  test  of  variolous  tnocoultion  was 
different  from  thai  which  takes  place  in  persons  who  have 
not  had  the  cow-pock  or  the  small-pox ;  and>  that  it  was 
not  surrounded  hy  a  cluster  of  pustules,  as  it  is  in  those 
who  have  not  undergone  either  of  those  disorders. 

This  remark  was  not  controverted  at  the  time ;  I  could 
not,  therefore,  hut  he  rather  surprised  at  sedng  it  stated 
in  Dr.  Rollo's  Report,  that  in  one  of  his  eases  a  cluster  of 
pustules  appeared.  It  is  trup,  tfie  local  affection  was  ra- 
ther more  than  common ;  probably  owing  to  the  lieat  of 
the  weather^  And  to  the  parts  being  much  handled. 

In  order  to  ascertain  with  as  much  precision  n^;  possiUe 
the  particulars  of  these  cases,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Butler,  sur- 
geon, of  Woolwich,  whose  children  were  the  subjects  of 
two  of  them;  and  received  an  answer  to  the  following 
effect : 

**  The  arms  of  these  children  were  frequently  examined 
Vy  medical  men,  which  must  have'  produced  some  irrita- 
tion ;  the  children  themselves  more  particularly  irritated 
them  by  scratching.** 

Mr.  j^utler  says,  there  were  several  pustules  near  the 
inoculated  part,  in  Serjeant  Gloag^s  child  ;  and  that,  when 


This  proves  that  they  were  vesicles,  the  mere  effect  of 
Guticular  inflammation ;  a  pustule  contains  pus.    It  is 
much  to  be  wished,  that  medical  men  would  be  a  ^ttie 
'more  accurate  in  their  discriminations. 

Mr.  Butler  observes,  that  he  feels  it  difficult  to  describe 
the  few  pimples,  or  pustules,  whieh  appeared  on  his  own 
child.  When  first  noticed  they  felt  hard  ;  and,  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day,  when  examined  with  a  glass,  thev 
appeared  to  contain  a  small  qnantitv  of  a  watery  fluio* 
^!one  of  them|Were  ever  so  large  as  those  which  occur  in 
the  small-pox. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Butler  speaks  with  so  much  mo- 
desty, I  defy  the  most  able  nosoJogist  to  give  a  better  idea 


of  blisters  not  larger  than  a  millet  seed.''  Linnscus  calls  it 
"  a  round  papulous  eruption."  Vogel  describes  it  to  he 
"  pustules  of  the  size  of  mHlet  seeds,  full  of  serum,  which 
is  at  first  limpid,  afterwalrds  whitish,  and  of  «  pearl  co» 
lour.''  Sagar  represents  it  to  he  "  an  eruption  of  blisters 
seldom  larger  than  a  millet  seed.''  He  says,    they  remain 


of  a  miliary  eruption. 
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on  the  skin  four,  five,  six,  seven,  nine,  eleven  days,  or 
more,  auci  t(  ruiinale  in  fine  branny  scales."  Ciillen  tells 
us,  it  is  a  small  papulous  c  ruplion;  and  that,  in  a  day 
•  or  two,  a  very  small  white  [justule,  of  sburt  duration^  is 
visible  on  its  apex.'' 

^vothiiig  can  bear  a  more  exact  resemblance  to  the  enip- 
lions  wbicb  iue  continually  mistaken  for  tbe  sma]l-|K»\  i 
particnlarly  by  those  who  make  experiments  with  varioluui 
matter.  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion  k  musit  be  recol* 
lecied,  that  matter  taken  from  sucb  ernptions  never  pro* 
due^s  any  specific  disease.    Kx  nihilo  nilnl  fit. 

l)r.  llullo  and  Air.  Jiuilcr  both  informed  me,  tbat  Id  tlie 
erases  wbere  variolous  matter  was  inserted  as  a  test^  the 
i^ustulc  appeared  earlier  than  usual.  TIte  same,  it  is  well 
•ktM>wn,  coaimouly  happens  in  those  who  have  previouslj 
held  tbe  small-pax ;  but  to  tliis  rule  there  are  many  ex- 
ceptions. 

J)r.  Bollo,  in  his  letter  to  me^,  stated,  that  he  tUouglit 
his  patients  j^oinq;  on  in  the  manner  described  by  Baroi 
Dimsdale  iu  bis  first  twelve  cases.  This  was  to  me  a  strone 
argument  that  they  were  insusce[)tible  of  the  general  small 
|jox,  and  that  the  variolous  inoculation  would  prove  abor- 
tive ;  as  it  appears  to  have  done  in  almost  every  otie  of 
«  the  twelve  cases  related  by  Baron  Dim sd ale.  Tbatereal 
inoculaUnr  has  described  the  effects  of  variolation  in  those 
who  have  already  had  the  disease;  but  lie  did  not  know 
ho«r  to  account  for  them.  This  was  reserved  for  Dr.  , 
Woodvilie,  and  other  later  authors. 

11  is  now  well  understood,  that  the  early  eflRoresccncc, 
and  the  premature  pustule,  such  as  are  to  l)e  met  with  in 
the  works  of  liaron  Dimsdale,  Mr.  GoUlson,  Dr.  Rollo, 
Mid  others,  are  nothini;  more  than  the  monntnin  in  labour ; 
and  thc^'  would  {>rol>ably  terminate  in  tlie  same  manner, 
did  not  the  troublesome  itching  attendant  on  soch  cases 
provoke  the  patients  to  scratch  their  arms,  and  cnriosil/ 
tem[)t  practitioners  to  press  thetn  ;  h'  nee%  train  of  local 
Attd  general  symptoms  in  proportion  to  the  injury  Tt* 
€eiv«d« 

In  Dr.  R olio's  two  first  cases,  there  was  nn  efflorescence 
round  the  puncture,  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  on  the 
•econd  day.  In  the  third  case,  the  elevation  and  inflan* 
inatton  of  the  arm  were  still  more  remarkable  than  in  tbe 
two  former.  On  the  eighth  day  the  inflammation  nearly 
extended  to  the  elbow,  and  upper  part  of  tbe  arm:  and 
over  tbe  whole  side.  It  is  no  wonder  the  child  was  Jttn* 
i«b|  and,  although  it  had  no  eruption,  it  may  be  said  to 
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liavc  escapcrl  as  througli  fire.  So  far  is  ibe  %*ario]on<?  test 
from  beia^  a  matter  of  iaditibrcnce^  as  some  pCQple  pr^ 

tCtKl. 

In  the  fourth  case,  the  rhlUI  was  inociilatid  v:\th  vario- 
lous iiiatliT  in  ihc  tveniiiii  ;  and  hv  the  next  iiuu  ning,  his 
arm  was  inflanu-d  nearly  to  the  si/c  oK  a  sixpence.  He 
<-omphtin(  (1  ot  ii>  itchinc:  much  ;  and  said  it  was  very  soit. 
lu  tli(  evening  the  intliunniation  wan  greatly  inereased. 
Oil  tiu  third  day  it  was  still  larllier  ineretised ;  and  had 
consiiK  iahle  hardness  round  it.  On  the  fourth  dav  the 
extent  ot  the  iuilainmation  was  three  inches  by  two.  Tlje 
<-hild  complained  of  pain  under  his  arm,  and  in  the  (  ven- 
ing  wab  mncii  iu(n>[)oscd.  On  the  mornM^'j  ol  ila  rtfth 
dav  the  inflammation  was  ahatcd.  and  ilie  child  much 
belter.  This  was  one  of  Mr.  Bniier*s  children,  part  of 
whose  ra^e  has  already  been  k  hitt  d.  Several  ot  tlie  vac- 
rine  [)atienti>  whom  Hr.  Uolh)  inoculated  with  variolous 
matter,  were  aftec ted  wiih  cent  ral  indisposition;  reasons 
for  which  may  easily  be  found  in  the  viuieuce  of  the  local 
inflam  mar  ion. 

In  tlie  fiflli  case  there  was  a  considerable  inilammation 
on  the  arai  by  tlie  next  muminir,  and  it  iiicrc  ascd  till  the 
lifth  day.  On  the  nintli  day  it  atjain  increased  consider- 
ably, attended  with  all  the  symptoms  of  fever,  and  a  con- 
vulsion.  Some  small  cru[)tions  appeared  near  tlu*  inocu- 
lated part;  but  none  th.at  could  be  called  j)UNtnles;  other- 
wise matter  woidd.  have  Ixmmi  raki  n  from  this  child,  as  it 
was  from  his  hroiher,  altliough  it  proved  ineliectuai  for 
th.e  purpose  of  inoculation. 

These  aie  sutVicient  specimens  of  Dr.  Rollo*S  experi- 
ments with  variolous  matter  after  vaeeination.  Any  one 
who  examines  the  result  of  his  experiments,  in  children 
who  had  nut  j)revit)usly  undergone  vaccination,  will  per- 
eeive  a  material  dilierenec^  in  them.  In  these  cases  there 
was  nothing  doubtful,  noihuig  e(juivoc;d  :  but  an  iuHam- 
mation  more  tardy,  and  pustulous  eruptions  thai  bore 
every  sinnip  ol  tlie  small-pox. 

Upon  the  whole,  |)r.  Uollo  is  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  eow-poek  is  c  luiowed  with  a  jjuwirul  resisting  the 
smalU[)ox  ;  but  Mr.  Btaler  is  a  imnv  decided  advocate  for 
the  practice,  lie  assured  me,  w  hen  I  was  at  A\  oolwicli, 
that  iiothinix  had  so  stroniilv  convinced  him  of  the  eiiii  ac  v 
of  vaccination,  as  the  result  of  the  preceding  e\pi  riments. 
In  his  U  tier  to  me  he  declares,  that  he  has  a  perfect  con- 
fidence in  vaccination;  and  thniks  it  hi«  duly  10  recom- 
mend the  practice  to  the  public. 
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Dr.  Rollo  having  excited  a  local  variolous  pustule  in 
Mr.  Butler'si  children^  inoculated  other  children  with  some 
of  the  matter  thus  produced^  and  excited  the  snmll-pox 
in  its  usual  form.  This,  as  he  confessed  to  me,  was  one 
cnrcumstance  which  staggered  him.  '  In  his  report  he  sajli 
these  children  were  inoculated  from  pustules  on  the  aims 
of  those  who  had  undergone  vaccination ;  but  in  the  ana* 
Ijsis  of  bis  publication,  in  the  Med.  and  Chin  Review^  it 
i>  justly  remarked,  that  Jt  bhoold  have  been  stated,  wlie> 
ther  the  matter  was  taken  from  the  inoculated  part,  or 
from  one  of  the  secondary  pustules.  I  therefore  think  it 
necessary  to.  mention^  that  it  was  taken  from  the  inocn* 
lated  part*  ^  It  has  been  ascertained,*^  itt  the  Beviewer 
truly  asserts,  that  a  pustule  may  be  excited  in  a  person 
who  has  gone  thron'gh  the  smallpox ;  and  that  the  natter 
of  such  pnstule  is  capable  of  giving  infection. 

Of  this  I  informed  Dr.  Rollo ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
expressed  my  regret,  Uiat  he  had  propagated  the  infection 
thus  generated.  It  was  this  circumstance  that  spread  an 
alarm  far  and  wide ;  and  gave  rise  to  the  remark  1  hsd 
made  in  my  answer  to  Mr.  Goldson^  oreTious  to  the  pub* 
llcation  of  the  Review  in  question,  ana  even  of  Dr.  RoUo'i 
Report.  It  is  as  follows : 

.  Hie  possibility  of  having  a  local  variolous  pustule 
after  the  small -pox^  or  the  cow-pox,  having  been  often 
ascertained,  I  hope  that  In  future,  when  gentlemen  meet 
with  such  cases,  tliey  will  not  deem  it  necesary,  or  even 
justifiable,  to  nut  the  matter  to  the  test,  by  inoculatine 
with  that  deadly  poison  any  persons  who  have  opt  yet  had 
the  disease. 

Snch  an  experiment,  when  matter  is  taken  from  a 
pustule  in  one  who  has  been  previously  vaccinated »  not 
only  tends  to  spread  the  contagion  of  the  small-pox,  but 
also  to  excite  a  doubt  of  (he  efficacy  of  vaccination  in  the 
mind  of  the  public." 

Dr.  Rollo  took  matter  for  inoculation  from  two  secon* 
dary  eruptions  on  Master  Butler,  but  it  proved  unsuccess* 
ful.  Had  any  other  erupUons  appeared  more  promising, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  tl^at  he  would  have  taken  mat* 
ter  from  them  also. 

The  writer  in  the  Med.  and  Chir.  Review,  speaking  of 
the  cases  in  FuUwood's  Renta,  says,  These  cases  have 
unfortunately  followed  close  on  the  heels  of  the  unfavour«i 
able  ones  of  Dr..Rol]o,  a  man  of  acknowledged  ability  a$ 
an  observer."  Those  who  acknowledged  the  ^ability  of 
p(.  HoHo  as  an  observer^  must  allow  th^t  his  eridence  is 
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In  favour  of  vaccination ;  since  he  was  not  able  to  obsen  c 
a  single  variolous  eruption,  in  any  one  of  tliose  vaccine 
patients  whom  he  inoculated  for  the  smali-nox. 

The  Reviewer  of  Mr.  Dunning's  pamphlet,  in  the  same 
number  of  the  Review,  has  provided  an  antidote  for  the 
poison,  wliich  this  malignant  writer  is  endeavouring  to  in- 
stil into  the  public  mind.  He  very  judiciously  remarks, 
that  in  the  aforesaid  "  pamphlet,  several  cases  are  given  at 
lengtli,  where  the  patients  were  subjected  to  variolous 
inoculation  after  having  been  vaccinated  from  three  to 
five  years  before.  The  ^\cts  corresponded  xcry  nearly  with 
thofie  observed  bi/  Dr,  RoHo  to  have  occurri  d  in  his  expert- 
tftails;  that  is,  a  good  deal  of  local  injianunatttin  xcas  excited 
in  the  inoculated  parts;  ana  in  some  an  eruption  of  pimples 
took  place,  preceded  by  coiutitulional  affectum.  The  prmisc 
characters  of  small-pox  reere,  hoicever,  u  fff/firf'^.^^ 

This  proves,  that  the  statement  of  the  other  writer  \n 
the  same  Review  is  a  misrepresentation;  whic  h,  ^'fo/louing 
close  on  the  heels'^  of  the  iniirepresentation  oF  the  Kensing* 
ton  case,  indicates  a  deliberate  de!<ign  to  calumniate  vnr  - 
cination.  Whether  the  author  of  those  misrepresentations 
is  an  orii;inal  self-interebted  opponent  of  the  praetifM*,  or  a 
jealous  rival  of  Dr.  Jcniier,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  bnt  I  trust,  tliat  one  channel  at  least  will  always  be 
open,  in  which  the  calumnies  of  prostitute  prints  mii)*  he 
refuted;  otherwise  we  may  see  another  string  of  falsehoods, 
such  ns  lately  ap[)eared  in  the  Times,  wliere  it  was  asserted 
jtbiit  a  child  was  vaccinated  two  years  before  slic  was  born* 

It  cannot  have  e>eaped  notice,  that  in  the  narrative  al- 
hided  to,  the  names  of  souie  respectable  praetit itnjeri  vv<  re 
join(^d  with  others  of  a  very  diilerent  description,  in  order 
to  i;ivL  cnrreucy  to  the  statcmciit^  but  this  was  done  with« 
out  their  consent* 


I  now  beg  leave  to  offer  a  h  w  observations  on  Hr.  Mnc- 
donald's  Answer  to  Mr.  (inldson,  published  in  your  .loio  nal 
for  October  ;  which  I  eonsuicr  as  a  valuable  aecjui^iiion  to 
Medical  Scieiici'.  In  some  ropects,  however,  tin  opinions 
of  Dr.  Macdonidd  are  dilfercnt  from  those  which  are  com* 
uiouly  entertained. 

He  tliinlvs  u  still  doubtful,  whether  it  is  requisite  that 
the  matter  of  j^reasc  sbuiiUI  p  i  ^  throui^h  the  nipple  of  th<* 
cow,  in  order  to  produce  tbe  dt'^ired  t  fVeet  hi  llie  luunaii 
^>9dy.    This  poiut^i  I  appreliend,  uuuitiouii  e.\periuit  ihn, 
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particularly  those  of  Drs.  Loy,  Sacco,  La  FoDtj  and  Be 
Varro,  have  suti^sf'actoi  ily  decided  in  the  negative. 

Br.  Macdonald  is  of  opinion^  that  the  matter  of  grease^ 
if  inserted  into  the  nipple  of  a  mare,  would  produce  no* 
thin§*   He  says,  the  experiments  instituted  by  Professor 
Vibourg  have  clearly  proved  that  the  grease  is  not  infecti- 
ous in  the  horse.  A  negative,  however,  is  not  so  easily 
proved;  otherwise  we  could  demonstrate,  that  the  cow* 
pock  does  not  originate  from  grease.   The  difficulty  lies  in 
procuring  the  genuine  matter  of  grease  in  an  active  state. 
This  matter  succeeds,  when  inserted  into  the  nipple  of  a 
cow;  and  the  late  Mr.  Davy  shewed  Dr.  Jen ncr  and  me 
an  instance,  in  which  vaccine  matter  succeeded  when  in* 
aerted  into  the  heel  of  a  horse.   I  therefore  see  no  reason 
to  ^oubt,  that  active  equine  matter  would  succeed,  when 
iaserted  into  the  nipple  of  a  mare. 

Dr.  Macdonald  saysj  medical  records  abound  with  cases 
of  spurious  eruptions,  produced  by  the  variolous  conta- 
gion* Among  these  spurious  eruptions  he  reckons  tlio 
chicken-pox.  To  such  an  hypothesis  I  conceive,  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  in  general  will  not  si* 
sent.  I  have  alluded  to  it  in  my  Treatise  on  the  Cow-pox, 
p.  94^  and  g76;  but  little  expected,  that  it  would  hate 
met  with  so  respectable  an  advocate  as  Dr.  Macdonald. 
.  Dr.  Macdonald  contends,  that  several  cases  of  eruption 
Bubseouent  to  vaccination,  found  in  Dr.  Woodville*i  Re- 
.  port>  have  erroneously  been  taken  for  the  small-pox  from 
previous  infection  ;  of  which  he  thinks  the  efflorescence  a 
suificieut  proof.  I  have^  however,  seen  exceptions  lo  this 
rale.  Dr.  Macdonald  thinks  the  eruptions  winch  liappc aed 
anbseou'eht  to  vaccination,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Ballhom 
and  Mr.  Stromeyer  at  Hanover,  were  the  fruits  of  exposure 
to  variolous  infection,  since  tbe  small-pox  was  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  and  even  in  the  same  nouse;  but  he  consi- 
ders the  disease  thus  produced,  to  have  been  the  chicken- 
pox. 

'  That  the  pustulous  disease  produced  in  the  vaccine  pa* 
tients  in  tbe  Small-pox  Hospital  was  the  small-pox,  i  caa 
aafcly  aver;  matter  derived  from  tliat  source  naviogea^* 
cited  the  amall-pox  in  my  own  practice,  and  in  that  of 
many  others ;  but,  with  regard  to^thc  Hanoverian  cases,  I 
must  confess,  upon  minutely  reconsidering  them,  some 
af)pe'ar  to  have  been  variolous,  and  some  varicellous.  In 
the  former  tliere  was  a  hard  base,  and  a  suppuration  at 
%\ie  ape^x ;  iu  the  latter  a  vesicle* 

.  Thai  the  former  was  really  the  small-pox  could  not  be 
proved,  unless  matter  had  been  taken  and  used  for  iiioco* 
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lation  f  but  every  thin^  wbich  I  have  obseired  relaUve  to 
the  chicken-pox  conTinces  me»  that  the  hvpothesis  of  \t% 
originating  from  degenerate  smaiUpox  matter  is  ill  found* 
ed.  This  idea  probably  took  its  rise  from  the  very  fre- . 
Quent  mistake  of  the  chicken-pox  for  the  small-pox.-^ 
Hence  virus  taken  from  the  tbriher,  and  inserted  instead 
of  the  latter^  producing  its  like,  induced  practitioners  to 
supposci  or  to  oretena,  that  the  smaH-pox  son;^etimes  de« 
generates  into  toe  chiclceni-pox. 

Were  this  the  case^the  cliicken-poX],  as  an  epidemic, 
would  more  conmionlylibllow  than  orecede  the  smail-pox ; 
a  circui)i stance  which  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain ; 
and  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  one'' of  those  diseases  as 
bf^  happens  firsts  as  the  other. 


Having  lately  seen  a  coexistence  of  the  chicken-pox 
and  the  scarlatina,  I  embrace  the  present  opportunitv  of 
recording  the  fact.  It  occurred  in  tiie  family  of  Mr.  CnilH, 
in  Barlow's  Buildings,  Long  Lane,  Soutbwark.  This  case 
afforded  an  additional  proof  of  the  compatibilrty  of  two 
'  morbid  actions;  both  diseases  havin:^  appeared  at  the  same 
time,  and  pursued  their  natural  coursie.  The  scarlatina 
Was  extremely  violent ;  but  terminated  well. 


Some  gentlemen,  rather  sanguine  hi  their  hopes^  and 
ostentatious  in  their  reports,,  wish  the  world  to  suppose 
that  they  have  extended  the  pructtce  of  vaccination  to 
New  South  Wales;  letters  lately  received  from  Mr.  Savage, 
late  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Gfatton,  now  settled  at  Parra- 
matta,  prove  that  this  desirable  object  is  not  yet  aecom- 
plishedk 

From  one  of  his  letters,  received  by  Mr.  Harwood,  for- 
,  mcrly  surgeon  of  the  Providence,  it  ap[»ear$,  that  on  his 
leaving  England,  he  intended  to  have  preserved  his  voo- 
cine  matter  by  iuoculatiug  passengers  on  board  the  ship; 
but,  owing  to  a  mistake  or  misrepresentation,  this  privilege 
was  afterwards  refused. 

This  letter  was  dated  Rio  Janeiro,  December  8, 1802, 
He  there  tells  us,  that  the  medical  practitioners,  and  inha- 
bitants in  general,  wished  much  to  have  vaccination  intro^ 
duced  among  them ;  but  he  was  afraid  to  open  the  packet 
of  matter  he  had  received  from  me,  as  ihcy  were  to  re<» 
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main  on  that  station  only  a  week,  lest  it  should  be  ininrc  1 
"by  the  adiuission  of  air.  This  I  mention,  for  the  sake  of 
inform In!^  any  })ersons  who  may  in  luiure  touch  at  any 
*  distant  port,  that  a  week,  and  even  a  much  sbortrr  time, 
is  s^ifhcient  to  excite  a  fresh  supply  of  matter;  which  wiJI 
not  only  enable  mariners  to  leave  this  boon  behind  them, 
bnt  a  ho  facilitate  its  coaveyauce  to  the  place  of  iheif 
destination. 

By  a  letter  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Savage,  date<l 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  May  ^  1,803,  I  was  infui  iiKii 
that  he  had  commenced  his  experiments  with  vaccine 
Tus;  but  from  sub^euuent  intelligence  it  appears^  tliey 
proved  unsuccessful.  It  has  been  commonly  supposed,  the 
small-pox  has  never  visited  that  remote  rei^ion  ;  but  Mr. 
Savage  declares  there  are  sufficient  traces  of  it  among  the 
natives,  to  warrant  him  in  believing  it  has  exi^^ted  ihore. 
Should  it  ever  appear  in  that  part  of  the  world  again,  lie 
has  no  doubt  but,  from  the  heat  of  the  cHinate,  and  ilic 
intemperance  of  ihc  inhabitants,  its  ravages  will  lie  dread- 
ful ;  unless  prevented  by  the  £;raQd  propbyUctii;  which  Jw* 
imuiortalized  a  Jenner. 

The  last  letter  received  from  Mr.  Savage,  dated  Parra- 
matta,  February  29»  i804,  states,  that  Dr.  Ander-on  was 
about  to  send  a  f^urgeon  from  Madras,  with  vaccine  virus, 
and  some  children;  in  order  to  introduce  vnecinaiion  into 
Kew  South  Wales.  1  his  pla^t  holds  foUh  the  most  flattef- 
ing  prospect  of  success. 

Mr.  Savncre  notices  one  circumstance  relative  to  the  cli- 
mate of  -New  South  Wales,  wbich  is  equally  singular  aad 
surprising.  The  changes  from  heat  to  co1<L  atid  Worn 
<  <il«l  toheat,  are  sudden  and  freq^ient;  insotniK  h.  ihat  it  is 
not  unconiuionj  during  the  iaud-wind,  for  the  ilaruiouictcr 
to  stand  at  upwards  of  lOQ*  in  the  shade;  atul  bv  a  suddra 
shift  of  wind  to  the  southward,  for  it  to  fall  iiistautlv  to 
50*  or  even  below  it.  \  ct  these  changes  are  not  found  to 
be  productive  ol'  any  injurious  consequeuces.  The  ciuaat^ 
U  healthy  ^  and  the  soil  ff uiliuh 

I  am, 

JOHN  Rl^NG. 

}Siic  Sit  ed,  Hiinovir  .Stuart. 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Phjifical  JoumaL 

C£NTL£M£Nj 

In  the  last  Number  of  the  Medical  and  Cliii  lugical  Res. 
"view  is  an  Arucle,  stating,  tiiat  when  1  saw  thr  chilil,  wlio 
Was  the  subjeet  ut  the  Kensington  case,  on  Uic  Uuiiili  day 
after  I  had  inoculated  him  with  cow-pock  vims,  Tex- 
pressed  myself  satisfied  w  ith  the  appearuuee  ol  the  arms.** 

Had  the  author  ot  that  aitiele  taken  the  tnuibh'  to  call 
npon  me,  I  should  luive  infoiined  him,  that  1  diil  not,  nor 
coiild  1  consistently,  speak  decided!  \  on  that  point,  al  so 
early  a  stac^e,  and  that  noihinc^  cradd  be  more  c«>nirary 
To  my  hah  It,  or  disposition,  than  such  hasty  decision  on 
matters  of  consequence. 

I  requested  iht-  child  mifrht  be  brought  to  in y' house 
on  the  Monday  following,  iliai  is,  on  the  eighth  day,  lie 
was  brought  on  that  day,  but  not  until  the  time  appointed 
was  considerably  j)a>t,  and  i  v*.  a^  uiiavoidablv  absent  from 
iionie.  The  reason  of  iny  direeiing  them  to  bring  him  to 
my  house  in  Lower  Eaton  Street,  Pimlico,  was,  because  it 
lavs  considL-rabi  V  nearer  to  Kensini^ton  than  the  Castle 
Street  station,  where  the  child  was  inocnhvi(  d.  7'ftr  pa- 
rents,  trusting  too  much  to  their  own  judguH  ni,  aiul  the 
inipioperly  olitruded  opinions  of  other  peoph',  thought 
the  child  secure,  and  oui  not  send  him  to  iqc  again,  so 
that  1  did  not  see  him  aftorwards  till  the  evenini^  boforc 
liis  decease.  He  was  then  sinkini::  untler  the  ennihietit 
small-pox.  I  ealled  for  a  candle,  and  closely  examined 
Lis  riglit  arm,  but  could  trace  no  mark  of  his  having  had  the 
cow-pock.  I  could  not  examine  the  left  arm,  without  ureatly 
disturl)ing  ium  (wliieh  I  thought  iuij)io[>i.  i  in  lhai  a;i\  Miecd 
^tage  of  the  disease)  b(  cause  lie  lay  upon  his  left  side  ,  how- 
ever, 1  did  not  consider  that  as  of  bo  much  consequence, 
because  1  i^ivariably  inoculate  oa  the  right  arm  ;  somc- 
tirneii,  though  very  rarely,  from  timidity  in  the  subject, 
or  otbei-  material  intervening  cause,  I  onut  to  inoeuhite  in 
the  left;  therefore  having  found  no  leading  mark  on  the 
riirht  arm  to  determine  from,  and  havini'  afterwards  made 
the  most  minute  incpjiry  into  all  circumstanees,  1  am  of 
opinion,  thut  Uie  vaccine  inoculation  never  took  proper 
tpect. 

This  h(  mj;  a  true  statement  of  the  case,  T  Imve  to  re- 

o  .... 

quest  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  in>ert  it  iu  the 
»€xt  .Number  uf  ^ov^  Journal. 

\  iiua,  ^c. 

Nov,  '41,  i80i.  '  J,  CUIXURNJ^ 
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To  iht  Editors  of  the  Medical  and  Fhj/ucalJourmi. 

Gentlemen, 

I  E  estimnble  charaieter  on  whom  il  has  falikii  todk* 
cover,  and  to  reveal  to  a  skiitferiug  i*rofW,  ibe  m^aas  U 
t&caping  tlu'  pestileiuial  ku)rcov»  of  small-pox,  was  1  thmk 
peeuiiarly  happy  in  iltfteciiug  the  e2^ist€pc€  and  lhecaAi:a£j 
ol  s/?//r/o//.s  piistuk'. 

Oil  the  subject  ut  spurious  pustule,  &e.  I  offer  yo\i  tht 
following  Address  to  the  Goveraor  Minorca,  writtien, 
as  will  apj)eur  irom  its  contents,  when  L  had  Rot  yet  ac- 
quired that  experieiLcc:  wiiich  1  have  iilnac  obtained.  • 

••To  THE  (Jo^VfiH.NOB  FoX. 

"  John  Walker,  M.  D.  associated  with  Joseph  Head 
Marsbali^  M«D«  in  an  order  tVom  the  Admiralty  to  take  a 
fassR^  an  board  of  the  Endymion,  for  the  purpose  of 
Iriugiug  to  this  part  of  the  world  the  new  diacovery  of  the 
.cow-pox  inoculation,  thinks  it  his  duty  to  return  thanksiy 
oil  the  part  of  himself  and  colleague,  to  the  Governor  at 
Minorca,  for  his  liberal  attention  to  themselves  personally 
as  well  as  to  their  mission,  and  to  inform  him  of  tbeir 

jrocer  dings. 

"  When  the  n^tire  inagistratesi  the  Jurats,  had  giiren 
ibem  an  audienee«  at  the  instance  of  the  Governor,  and 
expressed  their  approbation  *  of  the  new  practice,  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  inocnlate  the  troops  and  seauiea 
of  the  Navy,  &c. 

Other  u^en  and  childrcm  attached  to  the  British  service 
Lave  been  inoculated^  &c* 

Candour  obliges  us  to  confess,  that  the  disease 
been  produced  in  out  a  very  partial  way.   The  effect  apoa 
the  Nystem  has  not  been  so  great  ns  we  have  witnessed  it 
in  England;  it  passed  away  in  about  half  the  time.  la 
inauy  ins»tances,  it  has  nqt  been  produced  at  all. 

"  Information  of  this  seemed  due  tf»  the  natives.  Tlicir 
safety  might  be  concerned  in  it.  Tlie  honour  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  as  well  as  individual  character,  should  l)e 
supported;  and  it  oui^ht  not  to  appear  to  them,  thai  the  Bri* 
lish  government  bad  in  any  way  patronized  a  species  of 

cbarta- 


•  Without  iliis  the  Goiorror  'old  us  lir  could  uut|  by  tTMt]^  omSCStH 
tlie  inocuJatiou  lK.ing  jiitroduced  iuto  (be  isluad. 
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rliarlaiaiKi  ie  in  place  of  a  practice  important  to  bmiianity,' 
and  wliich,  uriginaiiug  \  \\  I'JiqjIand,  is  now  spreading  itheH* 
rapid ly  to  different  par!^  of  the  world. 

The  explanation  oi  ilic  cause  of  the  apparent  degene- 
lation  of  flie  disease,  -or  of  the  production  of  a  new  (me, 
was  attcuibtcd;  and  tlrey  \vere  fully  satisfied.    They  ^'  ix* 
intonncd  tliat  threads  inipregnau d  w  iih  vaccine  virus  w  t  rc 
brought  frrnn  viUageS  in  (iloocrstcrsliiro,  ntrd  matter,  still 
more  recent,  from  fiondoii,  tluit  ilie  laitcr  was  used  suc- 
cessfully in  the  Endyniion;  that  hence  fresh  virus  was  ob- 
tained, which  efTecttially  produced  the  di^i-ase at Gi brail ar ; 
th.Tt  the  disease  was  also  proHiiced  in  the  Florentmo,  on  her 
way  from  Gibraltar  t*>  this  island;  but  that  in  re  \\v  \u  vain 
attempted  to  exoite  tin;  Wisease  hy  the  virus  l)ron(jht  fi-om 
Encjhuui,  as  Well  as  hv  t>»iii  more  receuilv  eoMecud  on  the 
w^av;  that  we  then  broui^ht  a  hoy  from  on  honrd  the  IHo- 
rentino,  und  inlwnil»kU*<i  the  cliiUlren  at  ilie  iMumdliug  Ho*7* 
pital  with  inatrer  taken  from  his  arm,  and  t(uti  liiis  pro- 
duced the  diminished  ed'eet  already  nieniu>iied;  that  on 
our  wituesiiug  this  new  appearanee  of  the  disease,  we  were 
alarmed,  and  coneliuhMl,  that  one  of  us  should  return  to  the 
IJoek,  to  obtain  Ir*  >li  {waWvx,  as  lire  medical  men  iheie 
liad  undertaken  to  keep      ilie  disi  ,is(   as  well  as  to  pre- 
serve the  matter  of  it;  or,  in  case  ol  lailnre  tliere,  to  j)io- 
cced  to  England;  that  the  other  should  continue  to  at- 
tempt to  evcite  with  the  yet  untried  threads  of  virus  \  that 
this  attempt  has  bfc54:-n  ahortive,  and  thai  nothing  hut  tlie 
dimini-hed  or  de«j:rnerated  disease  had  been  propauaii  d  iii 
this  inland.    Tunc  tnay  fully  determine  whether  this  siight 
aJFection  will  at  all  fortify  the  .system  a'jrainsL  the  small- 
,pox.    My  opinion  is,  tliat  it  may  moderate  the  effects  of 
ity  ahhouiih  I  ffar  that  it  will  not  entirely  prevent  it. 

^  As  the  eoiiilnent  small-pox  has  lately  heen  raginii;  in 
tllc  island,  I  thougiit  it  rii^ht  t  _>  rc  eommend  it,  remiiiknig^ 
that  it  mi'^lit  he,  in  compari-nn  of  the  fuliv  marked  cow- 
pox,  what  mie  coat  of  lime  wo»;ld  he  to  a  wall  which  ihey 
wis^hed  to  thoronLdily  clean  and  whiten  (pulntiiig  to  « 
clotided  or  stained  {)art  of  tlieir  towo-Uull)  would  be  to 
full  proper  whitening. 

But  whence  aro.^e  the  failure  of  the  viru<  to  which 
suppose  the  present  disappointment  referable?  On  packiiig 
up  that  which  we  obtained  since  our  leaving  Kncrland,  ii 
happened  that  in  sealino-  it  up  a  degree  of  heat  was  applied, 
wbich  at  the  time  excited  some  fear  that  the  matter  might 
be  injured.  The  fear  seems  to  have  been  realized.  As  ti> 
the  iaiiure  of  lUc  viru«  brought  from  Englaud^  we  seem 

obliged 
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obliged  te  refer  it  lets  to  its  age  than  to  some  iocautioai 
exposure  to  the  air*  * 

But  why  was  the  vims  taken  from  the  sailoi^j  iuef- 
fectoa)  to  produce  a  disease  hearing  the  character  of  the 
undo^ibtediy  gentiiiie  cow-pox^  Hie  lad  was  a  Spaniard; 
we  did  not  understand  each  other^s  language.  First,  Per* 
haps  he  had  had  the  small-pox.  Secondlyj  As  we  odIj 
tried  him  throogh  failure  of  what  we  had  depended 
upon,  perhaps  we^  under  fear  of  utterly  failing,  had  takea 
the  matter  nom  his  arm  at  rather  too  late  a  period^  when 
the  limpid  virus  had  passed  to  a  stale  of  pas.  Or,  thirdly. 
He  might  have  some  other  disease  upon  him.  It  is  a  fact 
that  there  was  at  last  discovered  on  nim  a  swelling  widi 
considerable  discharge,  and  this  perhaps  prevented  hin 
from  receiving  the  disease  in  its  full  force^  and  the  matter 
of  consequence^  taken  from  him,  from  giving  tt.^ 

Moard  of  the  AUxandcr,  Ataion  SMour,  19,jr,  UNMff 

As  I  had  hitherto  only  practised  the  Jennefian  Inocula- 
tion in  the  vale  of  Gloucestershire,  which  had  given  it 
births  the  spurious  pustules  which  arose  in  Minorca  were 
the  first  I  had  seen.  I  however  yet  believe,  that  une- 
quivocally spurious,  or  degenerated,  cow-pock,  produces  ail 
the  effects  which  have  lately  been  attributed  to  the  true; 
viz.  a  kind  of  partial  and  temporary  protection  against  tbe 
violence  of  small-po^;  and  witn  this  persuasion  on  my  mind, 
lean  only  refer  every  Jailurc  to  the  use  of  improper  matter. 

1  informed  the  Jurats,  that  on  our  recovering  the  matteri 
my  colleague  or  myself  would  return  to  the  isle,  or  tiiat  we 
would  send  it  to  the  surgeon<general,  who  had  acconpi- 
nied  me  to  the  hall,  and  who  promised  to  introduce  it. 
On  Marshall's  rejoining  me  at  Malta,  he  informed  me,  that 
immediately  on  his  return  to  Minorca  from  Gibraltar,  he 
re-inoculated  an  officer's  child  with  full  effect;  that  he 
afterwards  submitted  it  to  variolous  inoculation  without  cf- 
fecf^  and  that  the  natives  assured  him,  that  while  several 
bad  died  there  of  the  small-pox,  even  und^  inoculation, 
those  who  had  had  the  imperfect  cow*pocl(  had  beea  very 
little  affected  with  the  small-pox. 

1  suppose  we  shall  shortly  have  the  Report  of  the  very 
respectable  association  on  the  case  at  rul wood's  Keuts. 
Will  they  find  it  to  have  been  varicella,  wasser  pockco, 
dinAnished  small-pox  after  spurious  cow-pock,  or  what  ? 
In  the  bills  of  mortality  for  August  21,  Octobers,  and  lO, 
I  find  three  deaths  attributed  to  chicken-pox.  If  tfiesf 
erupuoas,  whatever  ibey  were^  had  been  after  vacciolatiuu 

oc 
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or  Tsccevaration^  they  must  have  been  fatal  cases  of 
small-pox  after  cow-pbck. 

Lately  called  on  to  see  a  case  of  variola  after  vacctola,  I 
fouad  a  child  coveted  with  small-pox^  and  immediately 
declared  it  lo  be  sach.  On  examining  its  arms,  and  not 
finding  any  cicaliix,  I  informed  the  parenu  that  .it  had 
never  had  the  cow^pock.  Another  child  was  shown  to  me, 
on  whom  there  was  distinctly  characterised  cicatrix ;  I  told 
them  that  this  afforded  so  strong  a  presumption  that  it  was 
fully  protected,  that  I  would  recommend  lU  sleeping  with 
the  smalUpox  patient«  They  have  slept  together  from  the 
beginning,  said  the  father  and  mother*  Some  weeks  have 
now  elapsed,  the  child's  protection  stands  confirmed ;  and 
the  motner  now  recollects,  that  the  Doctor  took  a  great 
4eal  of  matter  from  its  arm,  but  none  from  the  one  which 
has  taken  the  small-pox* 

A  father  called  on  me  a  few  days  ago,  and  toU  nie,  that 
of  two  children  which  I  had  inoculated  last  spring,  on^ 
was  now  covered  with  sma)l*^ox,  the  other  sickening;  and 
that  he  was  advised  to  advertise  h.  On  consulting  the  Re- 
gister, I  found  them  both  marked  perfect  cases;  and  told 
him,  it  was  impassible  for  ettber  of  them  to  be  infected  with, 
-smail-pox.  1  immediately  called  on  our  Vice  President^ 
John  Ring,  and  challenged  him  to  come  and  detect  my 
failuie,  remarkingi  that  i  could  scarcely  expect  my  own 
leport,  if  fMoerable,  to  be  confidently  received.  He  had 
the  goodness  to  accompany  me,  and  on  our  seeing  the  child, 
he  immediately  declared  it  chickennpox* 

The  applications  for  matter  at  the  Central  House,  are  more  » 
aomeroas  than  e^er ;  there  is  not  yet  any  falling  off  in  the 
inoculations, 

Your's,  respectfully, 

Mdmry  Sqimi,  t5  Mj,  1804.  JOHN  WALKER. 

1 

To  Dr.  batty. 
Dbab  Sir, 

^/V^UEN  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  Lon- 
don, I  promised  to  give  you  an  account  ot  anjr  surgical 
instrumeuts  that  I  might  be  fortunate  enough  to  invent  or 
improve,  lu  the  mean  time,  I  enclose  drawings  of  several, 
with  short  descriptions  of  tiiem.  In  case  you  are  of  opinion 

that 
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that  they  are  likely  to  prove  useful,  T  will  thank  you  to 
make  them  publicly  kitowii  Uuough  the  laediuiu  of  the 
Medical  Journal. 

Your&j  &,c 

fMim^iir  XtuH,  A%  30,  iao4,      THOMAS  CLARK^  M.  D, 

* 

The  tourniquet  re|Mreseuted  io  llir  drawtogip  &g«  1»  ^ 
•nd  3,  h  much  mofe  &iin|»l^  smaller*  itghter»  Md  eqaaflj 
efficecioua  with  nny  hitlieito  iiive«ted^  and  may  be  pv^ 
cured  at  a  very  trillidg  e^tpence.    In  fact*  it  iuraiihet 
a  meanH  of  easily  tifchteniug  a  piece  of  tape  or  leather 
•trap  ^vith  a  lever.   TVie  huckle  and  tape«  wpreeenled  in 
fig,  1^  being  applied  to  a  limb  iu  the  'eommoD  way,  the 
loose  portion  of  tape»  next  the  toag<ie  of  the  buckle,  is 
%o  he  drawn  soinewliat  tight,  and  placed  witb  ita  edgo 
opposed  to  the  centre  of  the  holot  «f  tho  iwtntwiit,  m 
repreeenied  in  fig.  t.   The  abortest  portion  of  the  lever  ii 
now  to  be  introduced  into  one  of  the  holes,  so  that  ilsaiil^ 
represented  in  fig.  S«  may  reeoive  the  odgeof  the  tape; 
theil  push  it  along  until  its  extremity  passes  through  the 
hole  in  the  c^osite  side  of  the  iBStrnmeat.   The  tOBgne 
of  the  bttcltfe  being  now  disengaged  from  the  tape,  the 
lever  is  to  be  tamed  round  by  means  of  its  movable  bt^ 
die,  (a)  in  the  same  direotiott  with  the  points  of  the  tongue 
of  the  buckle.    W'lien  the  tape  IS  silfiioieolly  tight;*  the 
lever  may  either  be  uHoved  to  remain  er  talien  awsy*  u 
may  be  found  most  coBvenient.   By  tvrning  \%  once  rami 
ill  the  opposite  direction*  it  can  easily  lie  witbdravn. 
Consequently,  this  toatniqu^t  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  foe 
the  army*  as^  during  an  engagement,  one  lever  will  serre 
as  many  tonmiqnets  as  an  individoal  can  ^pply.  Henoe 
the  carrying  a  considerable  number  of  these  instruments 
heoomes  a  iFery-easy  metier*  their  weight  and  sine  Mag 
thus  rendered  very  trifling. 

Being  of  opinion  that  an  instrument  capable  of  com* 
pressing  any  of  the  larger  blood  vessels  of  the  extremities* 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  blood  should  he  permitted  to 
circulate  in  the  parts  beyond  the  instrument*  by  mesn*  of 
the  other  vessels*  might*  on  many  occasions*  prpveex- 
treme^y  servicable*  I  have  inventea  the  instrument  repre- 
sented in  fig.  4* 

Let  it  be  suppo^^ed,  that  the  hmneral  artery  is  wonnded 
f  I  the  flexmie  of  t(ie  fore  acm«  by  a  lancet  in  the  operatioii 
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6f  blood-letting.  In  this  case,  it  appears  to  me  mu)ro  tiiari 
probable,  that  if  the  artery  was  soon  afterwarrl*^  comnii  ss- 
ed,  at  a  litllu  dislance  al>i)ve  the  wound,  and  ke})i  sso  lor 
several  (hiv^,  ilie  ciieulation  in  the  .smaller  arterie-  uciii^i^ 
in  the  mean  I'wuc  In  a  great  measure  iiniiiien  upled,  that 
the  Wound  in  [he  arterv  would  heal.  \\  hen  it  should  be 
dcen^ed  necessary  to  remove  the  eonipre^sion,  I  wouhl  re-  - 
commend  doin<^  it  in  a  very  grachial  niaiiuer.  I'lius,  ibr 
the  first  day,  let  ihe  compression  he  so  reguhited  as  to 
permit  a  fourth  part  ol  the  usual  (|uantlty  oK  blood  to  pass 
under  tlie  cushiwn;  on  the  second  day,  a  third  part,  and  so 
on,  provided  there  was  reason  to  l)eheve  that  the  wound 
in  rhe  artery  had  perfect! v  united  ;  li  not,  the  entire  com- 
picsbion  must  necessarily  ije  again  had  recourse  to. 

Tlie  iiisiruinent  re[HeseniC(.l  in  Hg.  4,  seems  to  he  wt  ll 
adapted  lor  compressini^  the  liumeral  artery,  or  any  other 
that  can  be  ea>ily  pres.sed  ao^ainst  a  hone.  It  consist*?  of  a 
senii-circuhir  portion  ol  ^leLl,  (tiie  diameter  of  whicU 
ihould  always  be  greater  than  that  of  the  Innh  to  whieli 
it  is  to  he  aj)[>Ited)  a  screw  with  a  soft  cushion  attached  i<J 
it,  a  pieee  of  tiipe,  and  a  huekle.  Tlie  tnpt  oui;hL  to  he  ii 
i^ood  deal  broader  than  common,  or  a  H^ige  cusliion,  lixed 
To  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  sliftnld  be  applied  diametrically 
opposite  to  the  screw,  and  retained  in  its  phiee  i)y  the  tape. 

'I'he  cushion  hi  ing  aj)plied,  by  means  of  the  screw,  to 
the  internal  plaie  of  the  instrument,  let  the  scmi-elrele  be 
placed  Oil  the  arm,  so  that  the  cushion  may  he  immediat(»- 
1^  over  the  artery  ;  then  huekle  the  tape  with  eon>ith'r;'.ble 
ij<xhtncs:4.  Tlie  screw  i%  now  to  hv,  turned  gradually  round, 
until  tlic  ( ireuiatioti  in  the  artery  is  stopped.  It  must 
evidently  appear,  as  tiie  semi-circle  does  not  touch  the 
arm,  that  the  circulation  under  it,  except  wliere  the  cushit)ii 
presses,  will  be  totally  uninterrupted.  However,  if  the 
cushion  is  only  applied  with  such  a  decjree  of  force  as  is 
ju^t  sufficient  to  stop  the  circulation  in  ilic  artery,  t  think 
it  must  also  be  granted,  that  the  circulation  u!)dcr  the 
tape  or  opposite  large  cushion,  will  also  h?  tolerably  I'ree. 
Suppose  the  surface-oF  the  tape  or  large  cu-hion  ro  he  four 
times  grt  atcr  than  that  of  the  small  otie,  and  thai  the 
pressure  of  this  last  is  barely  suHieient  to  Stop  tlie  ('ircttla- 
lion  in  the  artery,  i  tliink  it  must  evidently  appear  that 
the  decree  of  pressure  made  by  the  tape  or  farg»'  cu^hion^ 
on  any  one  point,  will  be  only  equal  to  the  foiirrh  part  of 
that  proclueed  by  the  small  one  on  an  ctpial  space;  their 
surfaces  beiu'^^  m  the  ratio  of  one  to  four,  agreeably  to  my 
•uppousiiion;  thai  is,  «upposiag  the  pres^ujc  to  be  equally 

( So.  70.  )        '  I^'  tt  powerful 


% 


uiyuizcd  by  Google 


$46      Dr.  Clarlc's  inepfihfed  Svtrgical  InHrumtntt. 


powerful  ihrouiilioiit  il  lu*  sTirfncf»s.  Therefore,  it  scemf 
reasoiir.ble  to  concliKlf,  that  in  -iicli  a  cnse  as  new  iiien- 
tiomd,  the  iiuiueral  artery  inurht  he  ci.-u plefo' v  f  •  npits^- 
ed,  wl'..!o,  the  same  time,  the  rirculaiion  :ii  ilie  lore  arm 
ariii  hand  mi^ht  he  supported  with  iicariy  a?  s^reat  cerUiQ'* 
ty  as  aftr ,  tiic  rcijimnn  operation  lor  ancinism. 

Tile  -aire  reasoning  will  npplv  to  wounds  of  the  exfren*- 
ties,  attended  v  i:ii  hajniorrhagv,  which  canr.oi  be  re^id  j 
stopped  by  the  u:-iin^  r^rt— jnL,^s.  The  rompresNint  of  the 
]>niiciT»al  ari  -rv  or  arteries  that  supply  tl"  part  or  parr* 
witii  hloof!,  tVom  whence  the  hajuvorrhagv  lakes  plirt  .  i:n 
doiiblefily,  in  most  eases,  will  stop  the  hlcedini:;  but  if  il 
shouhl  not  l)e  slopped  bv  these  means,  atirl  the  pro{)i  r  ap- 
pheation  of  nressin  j;"'^.  a  sinnlar  i nsD  n iTu  iit  niav  be  appHed 
below  the  wound  ;  and  thus  eeruiuly  the  discharge  of  bio<Mi 
would  he  kept  within  due  hounds. 

In  many  instances  of  wounds,  it  is  probable  that  the 
npp1ie:ition  ot  these  iiistrutiients,  for  a  few  hours,  will  be 
suthcteut.  However,  the  len-jth  of  time  must  necessarily 
depend  on  the  nratnre  of  the  wounds.  y\t  all  event*:,  if  the 
li£cmorrha£ry  should  reeur,  alter  the  compression  bus  beea 
removed,  either  in  part  or  cutirely^  the  complete  com- 
pression must  he  renew(*d. 

The  instrume?it  alluded  to  is  onlv  calculated  to  make 
prcs^ur(*  on  arteries,  ^vheii  they  can  easily  be  pre-SLtl 
nrrainst  a  bone  by  mean<i  of  its  cushion.    On  this  a(  eouut, 

i  liave  invented  another,  or  rather  improved  this  instru- 
ment, by  addini::  another  semi-eirele  with  a  ^-crew  and 
cu^liioii.  A  hiiiire,  by  which  it  may  be  rcaciiiy  opefitd 
and  shut,  is  likewise  added,  a*?  may  be  observv  cl  in  ti;.;  J. 
Tlli'^  instrument,  from  its  haviui;  two  screws  aial  cusliu'ii? 
<iiametrieal!y  opposite,  can  be  so  managed  as  to  eonipris^ 
arteries  in  any  part  of  the  extremities.  In  fa<'t,  ihi>  in- 
strument, in  a  great  nieasur  ,  su()ersedes  ilie  u>c  of  the 
former,  as  one  or  tlie  screws  and  cushion  are  (onstructtd 
so  that  they  may  be  taken  away  at  pleasure.  '1  hat  pari  ot 
the  instrument  o[)posite  the  reinaining  scr(  w,  inay  then  be 
rov(  red  \N  ilh  clf)th,  or  have  a  lari^e  cushion  li  ved  to  if,  ift 
or(K  I  to  ]»roduce  an  (>ITect  siluilar  to  that  produced  by  the 
it^-^triiiin  lit  first  described. 

I ^  fore  eoncludinii  lhi<?  subject,  T  consider  it  proper  t^> 
inentiot^,  that  it  s(  ems  to  me  iiighlv  pioba^.le,  that  t!v» 
judieioiis  tnana;L:(  uhmU  of  tiiese  instrument-  may  be  vu) 

ii  eful  in  military  pin'-tiee,  atid  inaj  frequently'  prescrTC 
the  use  or  even  j-ave  nianv  limbs. 

;:>omc,  time,  ago  it  occurrect  to  me,  that  mu^quet  balii 
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Aighty  in  many  instances^  be  extiactecl  from  wounds^ 
meaiM  of  a  steel  hook,  sach  as  represented  in  fig.  6.  Tha 
under  part  of  the  hook  should  form  an  acate  angle ;  how* 
ever,  not  so  sharp  as  to  injure  the  softparts^  and  its  uppet 
part  ought  to  be  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long  and  an  eighth 
part  in  breadth,  having  a  curvature  and  excavation  cor'* 
responding  to  the  shape  of  a  musquet  ball.  If  this  instru- 
ment was  cauriously  introduced  into  a  wound  until  it 
should  reach  the  ball,  it  seems  very  probable  that  it  might 
be  made  to  pass  beyond,  and  then  turned  behind  the 
bali,  in  such  a  manner,  that  by  a  few  efforts  the  ball 
could  be  readily  extracted,  namely,  by  withdrawing  the 
instrument  cautiously,  and  endeavouring  at  the  same  time 
to  keep  the  hook  behind,  and  as  near  its  centre  as  possible* 

i  have  lately  invented  another  very  simple  instrument^ 
consisting  of  a  flat  silver  canula,  curved  at  one  end,  toge* 
ther  with  a  pliable  elastic  portion  of  steel,  having  likewise 
a  similar  curvature  at  one  extremity.  The  whole  of  the 
steel  should  be  of  such  a  size  as  to  be  made  to  pass  readHy 
into  the  canula,  excepting  a  very  small  portion,  at  its 
curved  extremity.  This  portion  should  be  constructed  so 
as  to  prevent  the  extremity  of  the  canula  from  nmetine 
with  any  resistance  from  the  soft  parts  when  introduced 
into  a  wound.  The  degree  of  pliability  of  the. flexible' 
part  of  the  steel,  should  be  such  as  to  render  its  passage 
through  the  curvature  of  the  canula  quite  easy.  The 
eurved  portion^of  steel,  though  inflexible,  will  readily  pass 
into  the  curvature  of  the  canula;  their  curvatures, ajpreeably 
to  my  supposition,  being  made  to  correspond  with  each, 
other.  The  breadth  of  this  instrument  should  be  about  (l 
quarter  of  an  inch. 

Let  us  suppose  that  this  instrument  is  placed  so  that  its 
straight  part  Ibrms  a  tangent  to  a  diameter  of  the  baU> 
parallel  to  a  plane  passing  throu^  the  surface  of  the  ej^ 
ternal  wound,  as  represented  in  fig.  7f  at»d  that  the  curva- 
ture of  the  canula  is  equal  in  length  to  an  eighth  part  of 
the  bairs  circumference  (<i  b).  Now,  let  us  imagine,  that 
the  curved  portion  of  steel  is  ma<le  to  project  beyond  the 
canula  for  an  equal  distance,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  cur- 
vatures of  the  canula  and  steel  together  will  be  equal  t<> 
a  foui-th  part  of  the  circumference  ^  the  ball  (ad).  Hence 
1  think  it  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  this  instrument  muy 
in  many  cases  prove  extremely  servicable,  and  wili  render 
the  use  of  forceps  fseqoenily  unnecessary. 

Insteiid  of  a  silver  canula,  it  is  probable  that  a  . piece  of 
indexible  steol  with,  grores  on  itsedges9.iu  oider  to  recerve 
.     ♦  Nag  *e 
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theeda:o«  of  the  other  part  of  the  instrument,  and  thus  to 
retain  both  portions  intimately  api>lied  together,  would 
answer  better,  as  the  instrument  would  be  rendered  thinner, 
And  likewise  more  closely  applied  to  the  ball. 

in  tig;  8,  is  represented  a  probe  made  ot"  a  spiral  steel 
wire,  with  a  larse  round  point.  This  probe  may  be  useful 
in  finding  out  Uie  direction  of  sinous  sores,  as  it  readily 
bends  in  every  direction,  and,  at  the  same  time,  possesses 
a  ^ufBcient  decree  of  rigidity.  When  it  touches  a  musquet 
ball,  or  any  hard  substance,  the  same  kind  of  sensation  is 
conununicated  to  tiic  hand,  as  when  a  commoa  steel  probe 
is  rubbed  against  a  hard  substance. 

I 

« 
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Or.sEKvnTioNs  ON  THH  Salivaky  Glands  in  thk  roiii 
Classes  of  vtRi  EBKAiLJ)  Animals,  by  M.  Dl  vlknov. 

The  author  has  made  his  observations  on  a  aroat  num» 
ber  of  animals  from  each  of  the  four  classes,  the  resoles  of 
which  are  as  follow: 

1.  The  mammifera  are  the  only  animals  provided  witfai 
glands  bclonp^ing  to  the  order  of  the  conglomerata^. 

'2.  These  glands  are,  however,  not  to  be  mrr  with  in  the 
cetacea,  as  Bas  already  been  noticed  by  Mr.  Cuvier,  in  his 
Yiiemoir  on  the  porpus  (Delphinus-Phoccsna,  X^)  and  the 
porpoise  (Dclphinus  Deiphis,  L.) 

3.  They  are  proportionably  smaller  in  the  amphibious 
mammifera  than  in  the  rest. 

4.  The  glandulse  parotideae^  and  snblinguales  are  wani- 
inu:,  which  is  never' tne  case  with  the  submaxillares.  Tbu» 
.the  myrmecophaga,  and  the  echidna,  have  snbrnavillarc^ 
and  sublinguales,  the  first  of  which  are  very  considerable^ 
but  the  «(ame  animals  have  no  parotides. 

5»  The  herbivorous  animals  are  possessed  of  a  much 
more  considerable  salivary  system,  than  is  found  in  the 
carnivorous  kind,  which  result,  though,  not  new,  is  coo* 
£rmed  by  a  great  number  of  o.bservations. 

(>.  In  the  carnivorous  and  gnawing  animals,  (rongenn) 
it  often  happens,  that  the  proportions  of  the  gluudulis 
maxillares  increase,  while  that  of  the  parotides  decrea»ei 
which  is  sometimes  so  much  the  case,  that  tlie  latter  are 
considerably  smaller  than  the  former,  as  in  didelpbis  vir- 
*  giniaiia,  in  the  genus  vespcrtilio,  cani^,  phoca,  mussylvati- 
cus^  phascolomu^       and  It  may  be  also  obaerved  m  the 
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raca,  and  llio  mhhir.  These'ob>f  rvations  seom  to  indicate 
n  relation  bciwct'u  (he  iiiaiiiier  in  which  the-  aliments  are 
Rubmitled  to  the  action  of  thr  teeth,  and  tlu  platx-  where 
the  salivary  Inlands  is<iic  th(  ir  licjiior.  1  It  nee  it  appears, 
thai  in  tiie  c;ini i vorons  and  gnawing  l<ind  ut  aniiuais^  in 
the  first  of  whieh  the  raniii*  and  iacibive  teeth,  and  in  the 
latter  the  iiirivis  es  only,  perform  the  most  essential  j>art  of 
luastieation  ;  the  saliva  is,  on  the  whole,  conducted  in  a*" 
iiMich  Lcreater  <jiiaiii  1 1  \  rnvaitU'  th'*  rcfth,  than  in  animnls 
where  ibose  teeth  havr  not  so  ess<  nual  a  tnncrioii.  In  ihe 
tatu,  however,  and  the  sloth,  the  maxiliaiy  gkindi  are 
likewise  much  larger  than  the  parotides. 

7.  In  tho  rarnivorous  tribe  the  salivary  irlands  are  ia 
3g:encral  much  redder,  more  composed  ot  lobes,  and  qi;  a 
lii  iner  texttue. 

8.  The  ductus  stennnianns  passes  not  always  through 
the  masseter  on  its  way  to  the  buccinator.  In  the  tatu, 
the  paehyderuia,  ilie  ruminant  animals,  and  the  solipeda, 
it  follows  the  inferior  margin  of  the  former,  forminc:  there 
«in  arch,  the  convex  part  of  whieh  is  turned  dowiiwurio. 

f>.  It  i-;  often  the  case,  that  the  sublinirnales  have  one 
canal  only,  openini;  at  ihe  side  of  that  of  the  maxillares, 
which  hus  been  observed  in  the  simiat*,  several  carnivorous 
animals,  and  the  ruuunants.  In  the  s(>li[Hda,  they  have 
several  small  canals;  in  the  ln)g,  tliere  are  two  pairs  of 
them,  the  anterior  of  which  is  lari^e  and  flat  with  severul 
small  excretorv  canals ;  whereas  the  pobterior  is  long,  naTr 
row,  and  prov      d  with  only  one  canal. 

10.  The  molares  generally  form  a  considerable  prolon- 
gat^^d  nias-i,  which  is  situated  upp*»site  the  superior  teeth 
of  the  sai.ne  name,  or  also  near  lUc  inferior  molar  teeth,. a« 
in  the  cat. 

11.  The  buccales  and  labiale^  arc  in  general  inconsider- 
able. 

12.  Some  ^-^nimals  have,  besides  these  glaiuls  common  to 
the  human  ^peeles,  another  inland,  which,  in  some,  appears 
to  be  hnt  a  continuation  of  the  molares;  it  arises  beneath 
the  zygcnnatic  arch,  behind  the  os  fiubmaxillare,  and  (»[)ens 
at  the  exiremiry  of  the  «<iip(Tior  margo  al  "•  olai  is  with  sun- 
diy  sinall  excretory  canak,  which  tak.^s  place  in  oxen,  the 
shcrp,  and  the  horse.  In  the  dug,  it  is  separated  tuxn  the 
molares,  formitig  a  (ii>tinct  mn-5<,  that  has  only  one  exc  re- 
toiy  canal,  opening  in  the  same  region.  '1  his  is  the  same 
gland  whieh  ha^  Ih'civ  deserii)e(l  by  Nuck  in  the  dog. 
J.  (7.  Duvernoy  has  uiiserve<i  it  in  the  nerval.  The  aulbuij 
liowevcrj  cguid  not  trace  it  in  the  cut. 

^  A  ^  13.  la 
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15.  In  birds^  the  glands,  analogous  to  the  salivary  glands 
of  the  mammifera,  correspond  with  respect  to  their  situa* 
tion  only  to  the  sublinguales  of  the  latter.  They  are  a 
collection  of  small  rouiKibolloir  grains,  containing  a  thick 
^scous  humour,  which  is  conducted  to  the  basts  of  the 
|ialate  by  niUDeroui  small  ori6ces ;  they  are  consider^ible 
m  the  gallinaoea,  hut  much  smalir^  in  the  birds  of  prey, 
and  very  minute  in  water  birds.  There  are  two  pairs  of 
them  in  the  gallinaceous  tribe  and  in  the  genus  certbia; 
whereas,  in  the  rest,  only  one  pair  is  to  be  found. 

14.  in  reptiles,  they  have  frequently  the  same  granulary 
structure  as  is  observed  in  lizards,  and  the  tupioamis^  both 
belonging  to  the  genus  lacerta.  In  these  animals  they 
are  placed  immediately  under  ibe  skin,  along  the  exterior 
surface  of  the  branches  of  the  maxilla  inferior,  lathe 
sanie  manner  it  is  found  in  serpents  which  have  a  thio, 
long,  smooth,  and  forked  tongue.  In  the  amphistbusas, 
^ey  have  alt^o  a  granulary  structure,  but  they  are  placed 
imacr  the  tongue  between  the  musculi  gcniogloasi  and 
eeniohyoidei.  In  the  greatest  part  of  the  other  reptiles, 
the  tongue  itself  seems  to  consist  of  a  glandulous  texture, 
imd  its" function  to  be  analogous  to  that  of  the  precediog 

frlands*  This  gland  is  very  obvious  in  the  ranse  and  the 
ac(  i  tie,  the  gecko,  iquana,  draco,  chamseleon,  and  stiaci; 
in  all  which  animals  the  surface  of  the  tongue  is  covered 
with  hollow  papilla?,  in  which  the  salivary  humour  is 
•aepn rated.  In  tbe  Greek  tortoise,  a  (]uantity  of  saiall 
canals  are  seen  on  the  tongue,  which  are  combiaed  at 
^tbeir  basis,  and  tbe  -body  thus  formed  is  perforated  with 
fiiajiy  small  openings ;  the  tongue  of  several  runte  is  like- 
wise formed  of  a  gelatinous  substance. 

15.  In  fishes  there  is  no  gland  analogous  to  the  salivary 
glands  of  the  other  classes.    The  raje,  however,  and  the 
squali  are  provided  with  glandulous  grains,  which  are 
aituated  immediately  under  the  membrane  of  the  palate, 
opposite  the  cartilago  transversal  is,  which  answers  the  os 
h^oideum,  and  the  gieat  muscular  depressor  niaxilUt'  in- 
ferioris.  They  seem  to  pass  their  humour  at  the  basis  of 
the  palate,  though  this  could  not  be  observed  on  applying 
a  strbng  oressure.   The  other  fishes  ofi'cr  nothing  similar, 
but  they  have,  like  the  former,  two  glandulous  strata,  more 
-or  less  thick  at  the  origin  of  the  oesophagus^  betwixt  the 
interit)r  and  the  muscular  membrane.    It  is  doubtful, 
whetlier  they  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  salivary  glands, 
or  whether  they  bo  more  analogous  to  the  paiatic  glands 

of 
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of  birds,  or  the  .liiiygdalii?  uf  the  mainiiiilna,  wlm  U 
si'cm  to  have  been  placed  nearly  in  the  same  spot,  in 
order  to  envelope  tlfcc  alimciits  i>u  ibeir  passage  iutg  tbu 
cesopbagu^. 


On  the  Vi^ixs  oi  Bqnj:s^  by  Mr.  Dufuytbex. 


Ti 


HE  vr  lis  s'»tu.ited  in  the  interior  oi*  the  bone  Mid 
caruiages  are  t>iii  ntiie  kno\^'n,  because  it  is  iinpossu/ie  to 
I  ject  lb(*;U  :  Mid,  m  order  io  find  these  canals,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  sfaj  't  loi  il)e  truiiks  at  tit*  ir  issue  from  the  bone^ 
ar  to  u*a(  c  il  «  ni  in  th*'  substauce  of  the  Imiies.  They 
geiier.dlv  ac  ooujpany  liic  aitc-nes,  wbieb  may  be  reodered 
visible  }*v  uifrctioii.    In  the  fiat  bones  th  »y  are  discovered 
bv  clev.jlni:  ihc  exterior  tabula;  and  in  the  tjther  hones, 
by  dividing  ihe  extremities  as  well  as  the  middle  part  ol  the 
bones  wiib  tlie  anatomical  saw  in  dirterent  directions.  The 
Action  ot  acids  and  the  couibusuon  facilitate  tbpse  re- 
Searcbcs.    In  dry  l>ones  tlrry  are  seen  to  arise  from  the 
«pongy  texture  \v;fjj  very  Hrie  radiculap,  nnd  atlerwaids  to 
unite  under  acute  au'^les  for  tortning  branches  and  trunks. 
These,  though  conlamed  witiiin  the  substance  of  the  bone, 
|>eraiic  a  circtiiation,  which  iuust  differ  from  that  vvjiich 
takes  phice  in  the  soft  parts,  al  least  it  needs  none  of  the 
expedients  which  physiologists  appoint  for  the  cireelatioa 
in  general.     The  veins  of  bones  are  Imrdly  visible  ia 
infanta,  but  they  are  very  mucit  dilated,  and  full,  in  old 
^people.   Ti»ey  vary  with  respect  to  the.r  number.    On  the 
cranium  there  are  generally  three  or  four  on  each  a'uicp 
.which,  take  their  direction  towards  the  basis,  where  they 
termiaate  in  other  truuk^,  as  die  ejcttrlor  veins,  in  those 
that  ac<:ompany  the  arteries  meniuffes,  and  evert  in  tlve 
8inu9«  There  are  two  of  theui  in  each  vertebra:  they  open 
themselves  in  the  sinus  of  the  posterior  surface.  The  vein* 
.of  the  extremities  of  the  long  bones  and  the  cartilages  pai»s 
to  the  neighbouring  veins.   Those  veins  have,  under  ccr* 
lain  circunistances,  occasioned  mortai  hsmorrhagiesi 
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To   Dr.  BRADLEY. 
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I  Have  beard  it  rcniaiktd,  iliat  your  Miscellany  erowi 
less  interest irrr  tiiari  wiicn  Hrst  oilered  to  the  puoiic-.  it 
certainly  lo^c  ?  souk  of  the  advantajres  of  novelty  ;  niul  if 
any  reader  exprcts  such  a  collection  ol  urii^inal  cuiiuiiu- 
iiii  atioii.  -^liould  contain  no  dull  paju  rs,  \vc  nin^t  bo  less 
jsuijMiMd  ill  his  disappointment  than  his  cxpectatitni.  I 
am  however  persuaded,  that  the  mistake  arisi  s,  in  great 
inensiire,  from  inattention.  Men  deeply  enc:aged  in  biisi- 
Bi'ss,  are  apt  to  take  a  hastv  view  of  the  table  of  contorts 
or  even  of  ihc  work  itself;  and  if  nothing  particularly 
strikes  their  eye,  the  Nninher  is  laid  down,  like  u  ihv:^ 
paper  in  a  coffee-room,  with  the  cpmuioa  phru^^  iim 
{htre  is  nothiug  ntw  in  it. 

To  obviate  as  much  as  possible  this  indolence,  to^vliiih 
"we  arc  all  lialile,  wonld  it  not  be  advisalde  to  be  more  at- 
Uiiiive  in  yuui  superscription  to  each  article.  1  have 
Lecu  led  to  these  reflexions  in  my  present  retired  situa- 
tion: for  having  access  to  few  medical  bouk>,  and  much 
leisure,  I  have  pernsed  every  article  of  your  last  Niimlxf 
with  unusual  industry.  Noihincr  hut  such  an  event  would 
have  induced  me  to  take  noliee  of  "  Mr.  Pulh  y's  case  ot 
a  tlropsical  enlargement  of  the  alxiomen."  W  hcrea'^.  had 
the  paper  been  entitled,  "  Case  of  Iii/(f(ifi(h  in  the  caiitffof 
the  abdomiiiy  in  icliick  the  operation  aj  inppiji'j;  rron  \icr' 
formed;  Ziithan  acconnt  of  the  a ppt nanca^  on  (lis<<c(ivit:' 
lew  of  your  medical  readers  woul  l  have  passed  it  over; 
and,  to  me,  few  subjects  would  have  been  more  intert"*!- 
ifiir.  Having  selected  this  pa[)cr,  I  cannot  dismiss  it  wiib- 
oui  a  few  remarks,  ^vi^eh  I  doubt  not  the  writer  will  pe- 
ruse with  the  saint  candour  as  is  CQUspicuous  iu  even  [>urt 
of  hi.^  con) li) I. n u  iU ion. 

Hydaiicls,  iVom  the  cause  he  descriljes,  are  bv  no  mean> 
uncommon,  not  (uily  in  ihe  .didomcn,  but  in  other  parts 
of  till  bodv.  If  I  am  incorrect  in  mv  onotations,  vott 
will  recolli  ct  they  can  only  be  froui  uu  iiiorv.  A  ease 
similiii  to  Mr.  Pulley's  is  ffiven  bv  l>r.  Leitsom  inoiK-uf 
the  voiunit>  ol  Alciuoirs  ot  the  Medical  Society;  anotnt*f 
peeuis  ill  tbe  I'^ihnhnrgh  Medical  Essays,  and,  I  tH'lie\y, 
in  the  Medical  Transactions.  I  have  given  three  ra«os  IR 
which  hydatids  were  n  u  i  d  from  violence  io  uincrcnt 
parts  of  the  body;  on*  i>u  liic  <uiihority  of  l>r.  Stokes*, 
liuuther'  witui-sbcd  by  Mr.  .f\beniethy  uud  anselt  at  i?t. 
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rar^iolonicw's,  and  a  third  in  the  abdomen  from  a  blow, 
Hut  what  1  wish  particuhirly  to  talce  notice  of,  is  the  rc- 
ni;irk  with  wliich  tnc  paper  concludes.  Whatever/*  says 
tliis  e(]unily  modest  and  ingenious  writer,  "  may  be  the 
prevailing  opinion  concerning  the  formation  of  hydatids. 
It  would  appear,  in  this  instance,  that  they  took  their  ori- 
gin from  tlie  accident.  InHammation  of  the  peritoneum, 
doubtless,  was  the  consequence  of  the  kick,  and  probably 
an  efTusion  of  coagulable  lymph,  the  birth  of  cystic  drop- 
sy. The  largest  sac  was  connected  with  the  part  that  re- 
reived  the  inflicted  blow;  most  probably,  it  was  the  first 
I'ornied,  and  from  its  rapid  increase,  possibly  it  assumed 
an  inflammatory  state,  and  by  an  effusion  of  coagulable 
iymph  from  its  inner  surface,  might  give  rise  to  the  exist- 
ence of  those  minor  hydatids,  wnich  were  found  floating 
within  its  cavity.  This  sac  possessed  much  firmness  and 
density,  and  certainly  was  highly  vascular." 

Nothini^  can  be  more  reasonable  than  the  conclusion, 
that  the  kick  and  consequent  inflammation  were  the 
causes  of  ii)e  formation  of  hydatids.  But  how  can  we 
assume  from  such  premises,  that  inflamniation  and  the  ef- 
fusion of  coagulable  lymph  should  produce  a  multiplica^ 
fion  of  uniform  substances,  filled  with  a  transparent  fluid 
that  is  not  coagulable.  If  this  multiplication  were  the 
efl'ect  of  fresii  inflammation  and  efl'usion,  should  we  not 
^avc  found  the  usual  symptoms  of  inflammation  occasion- 
ally occur  f  which  docs  not  appear  by  the  history  of  the 
cnse.  if  wc  admit,  as  seems  almost  demonstrated  by  Dr.  .T.  « 
Hunter,  tliat  the  hydatid  is  an  animal  possessing  a  life 
independent  of  the  body  in  which  it  grows,  excepting  by 
the  nourishment  it  absorbs,  we  shall  I  conceive  more  rea- 
dily comprehend  their  multiplication  by  the  analogy  we 
l^nd  in  other  less  complicated  animals.  If  any  part  of  the 
body  is  rendered  oseless  by  a  cause  which  does  not  deprive 
it  of  life,  notlilug  seems  uiorp  consistent  with  tbe  econo- 
my of  nature  than  that  sucli  a  part  should  become  the 
nidus  of  a  race  of  animals,  that  can  only  exist  in  living 
animal  matter.  Hence,  if  lymph  is  thrown  out,  and  in- 
stead of  being  reabsorbed,  retains  its  life,  and  assumes 
vessels  for  its  support,  the  same  consequences  may  be  ex* 
•  pected. 

Your  readers,  and  particularly  Mr.  Pulley,  will  consideV 
these  remarks  in  no  other  light  than  as  hints  against  as- 
signing causes  which,  without  furtlier  reasoning,  do  not 
appear  equal  to  t!ie  effect.  If  Dr.  Hunter's  theory  of  hy- 
datids is  thought  inconclusive^  it  Qcems  at  least  reasonable 
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to  offer  some  objections  when  a  new  one  is  started*  I 
trusfj  however,  I  shall  not  be  thougiit  to  undervalue  Mr« 
Pulley's  communication,  when  my  onl^  wish  is  that  he 
shonld  dilate  with  more  confidence  on  his  own  opinions, 

I  shall  conclude  this  paper  with  some  account  of  tbe 
result  of  my  inquiries  concerning  the  cow-pox  inoculation 
during  a  journey  through  all  tne  North*West  counties 
from  oristol  to  JNew  Galoway.  At  every  town  I  have  takes 
pains  to  be  introduced  to  the  different  practitioners,  ia 
order  to  gain  information  of  anomalous  cases  by  which  to 
ascertain  every  law  in  morbid  poii^ons.  Sanguine  as  I  vas 
in  favour  of  the  practice,  I  could  nothelj^  bemg  a^toutsiied 
at  the  success  with  which  it  has  been  uniformly  attended. 
Tbe  deviations  from  (tie  e$tab)i»hed  laws  of  the  disease 
liave  been  so  few  as  to  ail'ord  nie  no  new  facts. 

The  mention  of  the  cow  pox  must  be  my  apob^  if  I 
do  not  yet  conclude.  Pr.  Jenner  has  a  valuable  coilec- 
tton  of  facts  relative  to  die  hydatids  and  oeher  dl^ases  in 
brutes.  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  he  would  give  them 
to  the  world,  and  at  least  ascertain  the  precise  charscteis 
of  the  more  common  maladies  to  which  brutes  are  liable. 
Even  the  grease  in  tbe  horse  is  not  yet  clearly  charac- 
terised ;  and  the  want  of  precision  in  this  respect  has  given 
rise  to  much  misconception  and  controversy.  Let  us  hope 
the  ingenious  writer  will  not  be  discouraged  from  again 
appearing  before  the  public  by  those  severities  which  eveij 
xetormer  should  prepare  himself  to  receive* 

I  remain,  Sec. 

JOSEPH  ADAMS. 

VUlvge  of  Castle  Dpuglas^  near  Dumfries,  Nov.  1,  18(U. 


Botanical  Description  of  British  Plants* 

(   Coiiluiucd  from  pp.  3<i  1—373.  ) 

60.  SiCYRNiuif.  ,  S*  0lu$atrum,  Hipvosttinwn* 

Jng,  Asissanders.  Common  Alexanders. 

Gen*  De$€,  Petals  keeled,  tapering  to  a  point.  Fniit, 
.«ge-globular,  bulging,  angular. 

Spec*  Dew.  Stem  leaves  by  threes,  on  leaf-stalks,  serrated. 
Moot  leaves  by  triple  threes.  Sheaths  of  leaves  ragged, 
fringed.  InvolucelL  v.  short.  Centra)  Aorets  male,  other 
h«rm.  Plant  smooth^  sickly  pale  green.  Flowen  green 
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t^ow.  DUeAes,  and  rock$  on  the  ua  coaU.  BLoas*  May, 
June. 

C/if.  Alexanders  ira«  formerly  cultivated  in  our  gardens, 
bat  It  is  now  better  supplied  by  celery,  and  consequently 
neglected.  It  is  boiled  and  greedily  eatea  by  sailurs,  who 
bappen,  on  their  return  from  long  voyages,  to  land  on  the 
Southwest  corner  of  the  Isle  of  Anglesea,  where  it  grows 
in  profusion. — PtnnanU 

61.  Anetiium.  J,fainculum.  Panic ulam  duke, 
^ng.  Fennel.  Finekle.  Fennel-dill. 

Gen,  Dtsc.  Petals  entire,  rolled  inwards*:  Fruit  lentil- 
shaped,  <  '»mpresbed  ;  small,  seored,  bordered. 

Sjjec,  Disc.  Leaves  many-div.  hiiir-lik( .  Seeds  egg-ob- 
lonij,  tapering  at  each  end,  not  bordered,  three  to  five  feet 
blue  green.  i''/o«r(;rs  yellow.  Chalk  Cliffs^  Bloss. 
July,  Ai:mi<t. 

tst.  llii^  plant  was  liighly  esteemed  by  the  ancients  for 
promoting  the  seerction  of  milk,  an  opini-ni  which  the 
experience  of  some  modern  authors  has  tended  to  confirm. 
The  seeds,  though  termed  one  of  the  four  greater  hot 
seeds,  and  supposed  to  be  stomachic  and  cannin  Uive,  are 
inferior  in  their  eftects  to  those  of  dill,  anise,  and  earra- 
way.  The  seeds  used  in  medicine  are  usually  imported 
'from  more  southern  countries:  they  give  out  their  virtue 
%'ery  imperfectly  in  infusion,  but  by  evaporation  plenti- 
fully.—/roor/nV/f.  They  abound  with  an  essential  oil  which 
is  carminative  and  diuretic,  but  not  heating. — IVith,  The 
root,  Alston  says,  may  be  called  uli/nejttum  medicamcnto^ 
sum;  and  it  was  thouglit  by  Bergius  to  possess  all  the 
•virtue  of  Ginseng,  but  it  is  now  wholly  disregarded  in  nie- 
•dicine:  to  the  taste  it  is  sweet,  with  very  little  aromatic 
warmth,  and  is  said  to  be  per f oral  and  diuretic,  A  simple 
'distilled  water  is  directed  to  be  prepared,  from  the  fennel 
seeds. — f  Vfjodi  iiic.  The  leaves  Unied  are  used  in  sauce  for 
several  kinds  of  fish,  and  they  are  eaten  raw  with  pickled 
fish.  I  he  tender  buds  are  useful  in  sallafK.  in  Italy  the 
stalks  are  blanched  as  a  winter  sallad. — h  iihering*  - 

62.  C.ARUM.   C.  Cui  ui.  Ca/JiiJium  praitnsc,  Caruun* 
AiiiS^.  Carraway. 

G<v/.  Deac,  Involuer.  one  leaf.  Petals  united,  bent  in- 
wan!.',  uou  hed  at  the  cud.  IVuit  small,  eiiptical,  bulging, 
iouudi."»h,  seored. 

.S/A< .  l).  >c.  IMant  two  to  three  feet  high,  smooth.  Leaves 
cJoublv  compound:  Lcojits  in  sixrs,  in  a  sort  of  whirl.  /«- 
H^oiucr,  uue  lo  tive  leaves.  LmOci-aiKmixi^  lu  uvelv.e.  Florets 
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nil  fertile.  Petals  wliitr,  slit^litly  tinged  wllh  red.  Meadorc$ 
pastures.    Ih.oss.  May,  June. 
(V.  The  s(*c(Js  arc  well  known  to  have  a  pleasant  spicy 
smell,  ami  a  warm  aromatic  taste,  and  arc  on  this  accodut 
usi  d  For  various  a^coiiuiuu  al  [»ur|>oses.  They  are  csiccmcd 
to  \\v  rar//iiffnf iitt  cordial y  and  stomachic ^  and  arc  recom- 
TiicMflrd  in  (h/spcpsifj,   fifititlnrcics,  and  o'.hcr  symptoms 
attrnding  hysterical  iuid  liypocliondriacal  disorders;  they 
are  likewise  reported  to  he  dinrctie,  and  to  promote  the 
secretion  ot"  milk  :  they  are  less  freqiu  iiiiy  employed  than 
formerly. — /I  uoii^^ille.    The  seeds  are  used  lu  t  akes,  and 
often  put  into  hread,  especially  ai  Cln  iHtmas-time.  Ii>« 
rnisted  with  sugar,  they  are  sold  by  cont'rciioners  as  car- 
1  r.vay-eonjriis ;  and  they  are  often  distilled  alousi  with 
spirituous  liquors  for  the  mke  o[   ihe  flavour  ana  heat 
vl>ich  tiiey  impart.    These  seeds  were  formerly  reeoin- 
uiended  by  Dioscorides  to  pale-lat-cd  ;-;ir]s,  and,  in  morf 
modern  days,  their  use  in  that  ease  is  not  forgottcti.  Thrj 
are  no  despie^iljic  remedy  in  ttrtidn  ^/i^//<".s\    They  al)uu!id 
With  an  essential  oil  which  is  aiitUjnisuio^.u  and  fttrinhm- 
tin  . — 11  itlu  r  'tii^^^    Parkinson  says,  that  the  routs  ol'  lim 
plant  uhen  younpj  are  a  better  esculent  than  parsnips.  Tlic 
tender  leaves  nicU  be  l)oiied  with  p<)t-lierbs.  Sheep,  ijoats, 
and  owine  eat  it :  horses  and  cows  arc  not  fond  ul  it. — Ibul^ 

PiMpiNELT.A,    7*.  tna^na, 

jing.  Great  Burnet  saxifrage,  or  anise. 

Cnt.  Ihsr.  Petals  bent  inwards,  bivles  npriixht.  Sieii- 
niits  nearly  glQbuiar*  Irruit  umall,  egg-H>bloug9  witii  live 
elevated  ridges. 

Sfh'(\  Dc.<c.  r.^:7rr.<  uniform,  wiji^x^^ul:  i(  a/its  spear  >liapc'l, 
sometimes  broader  than  they  are  long,  irrcLcularly  serrated, 
a'i  if  bcMUcared  with  oil.  //*  stalks  compressed.  5/m 
two  to  three  feet  high.  Umbcl'Sp*  H»  iV^.  wUitc.  Ilcdgts, 
li  oof/s.    Hloss.  Aug.  Sept. 

V.  i  his  species  ond  the  P.  <:axifraga,  also  a  native  of 
Britain,  partake  very  nearly  ot  the  same  qtialities.  In 
speaking  ot  the  latter,  the  medicinal  of  which  however 
have  no  remarkable  difference  from  the  other.  Dr.  U  oud- 
villc  says,  that  ihe  roots  have  an  unpleasant  smell  and  a 
liot  pungent  bitterish  taste,  whence  chewing  it  has  beta 
recommended  to  relieve  the  tooth  ache  :  its  virtues  iuc 
Htated  by  Bergius  to  be  resolvent,  diaphoreticy  stomachicf 
diuretic.  It  is  recommended  by  several  writers  as  a  st{>- 
njachie,  and  in  all  eases  where  pituitous  humours  are 
thought  to  prevail ;  and  it  is  said  by  Ilolfmftn  to  be  an  ev- 
celieut  cmmcuagoguc^   la  the  way  of  garble  it  has  beitK 
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tnployed  for  dissolving  viscid  mucds,  and  to  stimulate  the 
tongoe^  wbea  that  organ  becomes  paralytic.  It  may  be 
given  ia  doses  of  a  scruple  in  substancCi  or  in  infusion  to 
two  drachms. — IVaodvUU.  The  root  is  so  acrid  as  to  hura 
the  mouth  like  pepper;  and^  on  account  of  its  acriiDonyy 
it  has  been  used  to  cleanse  the  skin  from  freckles.  It  is 
chewed  to  pron>ote  the  secretion  of  saliva:  and  in  Ger- 
many it  is  prescribed  in  asthma  and  dropsy*  ii  uAords  a 
blue  oil. — h'Hhering, 

AnuM.   J.  ^ravcoUns,  J,  pa  lustre,  Elcoselinum^ 

J^ii/ud  opium. 

ytfig*  Sniallage.  Parsley,    When  cultivatcdy  Celery. 

Gt  /i.Dt  sr.  Involucr,  one  leaf,  Petals  equal,  rruitsmall^ 

bullring,  nhhrd.  Styles  bent. 

'Spec.  y  )i  .M  .  Stt'/ii-lt  lives  wedge-shaped;  root-lc  avt"?  wing- 
ed ;  /(/////s  of  three  lohcs  serrated;  sfm  smooth,  liniini^, 
'   deeply  t"uir(nv('d.   //r.  f/z/rr.  often  wanting.  Lmbti-sj/.i'wt: 
to  eleven  ;  tliose  of  ninln  llulc  eleven  to  sixteen.  l\'laU 
white.    Diii'Ins  iiii:!  nuir^hrs.    Bloss.  Aijlt. 

(  sc.  The  root  in  as  w  ihl  state^  \\  \\vn  it  grows  near  water, 
is  fetid,  acrid  and  noxious,  hut  wlien  ciiltiv;it«  (l  in  (hy 
ground,  it  los(  s  these  properties:  and  the  ruot  with  tliu 
lower  part  ol'  the  leaf-stalk  and  steni,  blanched  bv  beinjj 
covered  with  earth,  are  eaten  raw,  boiled  in  i,ouj)s,  or  stew- 
ed :  in  this  state  of  cultivation  in  the  garden,  it  is  knowu 
t»y  the  name  of  celer>'.  It  is  said  to  he  hurtful  to  ^osc 
subject  to  uervouj«  complaiuts:  hut  it  is  certainly  a  good 
antiscorbutic.  The  seed$  yield  an  essential  <»il.  Slieep 
and  goats  eat  it:  cows  arc  uut  fond  of  it:  horses  refuse  it. 
— H  UJuriMg. 

65.  Apicm.  a,  petroseUnum,   A,  horteme,   A.  sativum^ 
Ang.  Common  parsley.  Garden  parsley. 
Gen,  Dcsc^  As  abovi* 

Spcc^  IJtic,  invohcilL  very  small ;  root  Itath  winged, 
by  threes.   Slem^icwt  rise  from  the  sheaths  at  joints ; 
Uajits  cut  into  narrow  line  or  s«^ents,  entire.  Umbel-tp, 
•ten.    VmbtUuk-ip,  twenty.   Fctaii  0Tal>  white.  Bi«oss. 
June,  July. 

Us€,  This  plant  is  a  native  of  Sardinia,  but  it  has  been 
•o  lon^  cultivated  in  our  gardens,  and  in  such  frequent 
•use  for  culinary  purposes,  as  to  be  more  familiar  to  us  than 
.atostx>f  oar  indigenous  plants.  Both  the  roots  and  seeds 
ar^  directed  by  tlie  London  College  for  medicinal  use ;  tlie 
former  have  a  ^eetish  taste,  accompanied  with  a  slight 
warmth  or  flavour,  somcwhit  like  that  of  a  carrvt:  thof 
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aro  said  to  be  aperient  and  ditiretir,  and  have  been  ein- 
pinv>(j  in  apozf*m3  to  relieve  nephritic  pains,  and  ob- 
slrucLiotts  of  imn«^  'i'he  seeds  are  in  taste  wanner  and 
more  aromatic  tbaii  any  other  part  of  the  plants  and  also 
manife?it  a  considerable  bitterness:  like  those  of  many 
other  umbeHif'erous  plants,  thev  possess  a  sliare  of  aromatic 
anil  earininative  power,  but  this  heinc^  inconsiderable, 
tliey  are  now  but  seldom  employed.  'Ihey  have  been  used 
exlernallv  W'th  adv'a:itao:e  for  deNtrovian:  cutaneous  in- 

•  ■  7  •  ■■-7 

sects  in  chilflren.  The  bruised  leaves  have  been  success- 
ftilly  employed  as  a  diseiitient  poultice  in  various  kinds  of 
tumors  ;  and  it  is  said  by  honge  (Miw,  vtrit.  Med,  ^G,) 
that  tliis  ap[)Ii(  atiun  has  succeeded  in  scirrhous  tumours 
vherc  ci<!uta  and  mercury  had  tailed.  Though  parsley  is 
in  so  common  use  at  table,  it  is  remarkabi  tfiat  facts  have 
been  adduced  to  prove  that  in  some  consutulions  it  occa- 
sions epilepsy,  or  at  least  in  thos'-  subject  to  them,  aggra- 
vates the  Hta :  it  has  been  supposed  alio  to  prodi^c^  indaui- 
laauQO  in  the  eyes. — fVoodviiie* 

Pentandria.  Taigynia; 

65.  Viburnum.    V>  laiUmna. 

j4nr,  VVajfartng  tree.    Pliant  mealy  tree. 

(rtn.  Desc,  C»l.  ttve  div;  saperior.  Bioss.  five  cleft ;  berry 
one  c«*lled,  closed.  Seed  1. 

Spt  c.  f^ese.  lA*aves  oval,  serrated,  veined,  cottony  under- 
neath. FIoTC e r  kave$  coioured,  Ji/<?«.  cloven,  white.  Sum^ 
mifs  united.    Berries  blackw    Woods  and  hedges,  B1.0&S. 

HV . 

Use,  The  berries  arc  dryini^  and  astringent.  The  bark 
pi'  the  root  is  employed  lor  the  manufacture  of  bird-Umc. 
— WUhttlng, 

67 •  Sa  M BV  c  u  s .    5.  cbu I ua,  Itumilh* 
Jug,  Dwarf  ehier.    Wallwort.  Daaewort. 
(ien.  Drsc,  Cal.  live-toothed.  Blo«s.  regidar,  with  fivfe 
- 1  i ow  c  1  e its.    Berry  j u i r v ,  m any-deeded,  closed* 
Sf€c,  DcMG*  Tufts  with  three  xii visions.  6Y^miAc  leaf-like. 

Stt'/n  herbaceous,  very  brittle,  furrowed.   Leetvei  winged ; 

ieaiit*  spear  shaped,  serrated.    Cai,  segm.  six,  purple. 

Bloss,  segm;  pointed^  white  above,  ])urple  beneath.  Antheis 

purple,  properly  ten,  one  on  each  side  of  each  fUamenL 

1?  rry  three  celled,  tkfee  seeded.   Hedgn  and  road  tida* 

Bi.oss.  July.  • 

Use.  Every  part  of  the  plant  has  a  faint  disagteeabk 

itiUiiM,'  resembling  that  of  conmoQ  eUei^  bvt  ttionger  and 

more 
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more  ungrateful :  in  the  stomach  itsectivo  power  is  greater. 
The  root,  winch  has  a  naiiseous  bitter  taste,  was  fornieriy 
much  employed  in  dropsies.  A  decoction  of  two  drachms 
of  it,  or  a  small  quantity  of  its  expressed  juice,  promotes 
both  the  alvine  and  urinary  dischargjcs :  if  the  decoction 
be  prepared  from  the  bark  of  the  fre-'li  root,  its  activity  is 
so  ni  ;«  increased,  that  it  coniDJonlv  proves  both  emctu  ^ 
and  .  ftnrtic.  The  inner  hark  oi  the  stalk,  when  recent, 
is  e^a;i)iy  powerful  in  evacuating  the  prima?  visp  ;  and  \xs 
efl'vCl^  r.i  a  diuretic,  Dr.  Brocklesby  found  to  be  very  rnn- 
sid  Table.  Tfie  berries,  in  their  recent  state,  are  said  by 
Seofudi  (Flor.  Cnrn.)  to  be  a  gentle  cathartic,  though 
llaller  did  not  find  this  effect.  'I'he  seeds  are  also  (finrcfic^ 
and  have  been  given  with  advantap^c  in  dropsicaf  e^  n- 
plaints:  They  alf^o  afford  an  oil,  which  flallcr  applied  with 
success  in  pr'.inlul  alVeetiuns  of  the  joints.  'I'he  leaves 
boiled  in  w  inc,  arid  formed  into  a  cnfnpla-rn,  have  been 
recommended  in  Fr;iiu;e  a'^  :\  fflscuttent  a[)[)licaf ion  to  con- 
tusions and  tumours. — H  oodviUe,  It  is  esteemed  diuntic 
and  aperient. —  /////.  The  roots  are  a  powerful  diuretic;  a 
decoction  of  them  has  been  found  serviceable  in  the  fJropst/. 
• — IJghtfoot.  It  lia^ihe  same  medical  properties  wirh  the 
*S*.  nigra  (see  next  ariiele),  but  in  some  respects  more  vio- 
lent, and  therefore  less  manageable.  One  drachm  and  a 
hall*  of  the  root  is  a  strong  purge.  The  berries  give  our  a 
▼iolet  colour.  The  ^reen  leaves  drive  away  mice  frmii 
granaries:  and  the  Silesians  strew  them  wht  re  tficir  pigs 
lie,  under  a  persuasion  that  they  prevent  sonn^  of  the  dis- 
eases to  which  those  animals  are  liable,  iiorses^  cows^ 
■heep,  goats,  and  swine  refuse  it, — IVithering. 

68.  Sambl'cus.  $,  nigra,  S,  vnigaris,  arborea* 
Ang.  Elder.  Common  black  elder/ 
Gm.  D^sc.  As  above. 

Spec.  Pesc,  Tufts  five  div.  leafi is  nearly  egg-shaped,  ser- 
rated. Stem  tree-like.  Biois.  white.  Anthers  yellow,  one 
on  each  filament,  arrow  shaped.  Berries,  wfien  ripe,  deep 
black  purple.  Seeds  Woods,  damp  ht  dges.  Bi.v)ss.  Apr* 
May«  •  Note,  Parsky-ieavcd  eider  is  o#i/y  a  variett^  of  this 
species. 

Use.  This  whole  plant  has  an  unpleasant  narcotic  smell, 
and  some  authors  nave  represented  it  as  unsafe  to  sleep 
under  the  shade  of  elder.  The  inner  bark,  flovvcrs  and 
berries  are  the  parts  used  In  medicine,  and  admitted  into 
the  pharmacopeias :  the  former  is  strongly  caihurtic,  and 
on  this  account  was  much  used  by  Syddiham  .  ]iJ  Hoei^ 
haave,  who  recoumiend  it  us  an'eflwtuai  hyJi  :o::ue; 

*  Sydifuiii^ 
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Sydenham  directs  three  iiandfuis  of  it  to  be  boiled  in  d 
(juart  of  milk  and  water,  till  only  a  pirn  remains,  of  which 
one  halt  js  to  be  taken  night  and  luomini;,  and  repeated 
for  several  days:  it  o|>erares  upwards  and  duu  iiu;ird>,  atid 
on  the  evacuations  produced,  its  eliicary  dt  prnd-.    li  u-r- 
liuave  gave  the  expressed  juice  in  doM'j>  tVom  a  tiraeUin 
to  half  an  ounce.    In  smaller  doSes  it  is  said  to  be  a  useful 
aperient  and  deobstruent  in  variou'?  t  lnonical  di^orfler-*. 
The  flowers  liave  an  at^reeable       cur :  in  infusion  nv)i.  ii 
iVcsh  tbey  are  gently  iaxativc ;  wiien  dry,  they  pruaiuie 
chieHy  cuticular  excretion,  and  are  serviceable  in  frysi- 
pclatuiti  and  erii|iiis  e  disorders.    Exleriially  they  are  used 
jn  fuinontation.s  iuid  in  the  form  of  an.  ointment.  The 
berries  in  taste  are  sweetish,  and  un  rxpro^situi  vield  a  fine 
purple  juice,  which  is  a  useful  apvi  u  :it  and  resulvent  in 
recent  colds  and  >undry  chronical  di>uitlers,  gently  Ioo^mi- 
incT  the  belly,  and  promoting  urine  and  perapiratioii. — 
t\  ()<)(lviU( ,  stc  /.fu7>,  M»  M,    This  juice  made  into  a  r-  ^ 
is  a  safe  and  useful  aperient. — JJghtJ'ool,    The  ini»»  i  va 
bark,  which  i»  ati  acrid  purgalivCf  is  in  smaller  do^rs 
iJiitrrfic,  and  has  done  eminent  service  in  iilaiKhjlar  u'j- 
felruetions  and  drop&ies:  if  sheep  that  iiave   the  rot  b? 
placed  iu  a  situation  n  here  thi  y  can  get  at  the  baik  Lind 
the  youuij;  shoots,  tliey  will  quickly  cure  them>elves.  The 
leaves,  like  the  bark,  are  pun^atiic,  but  juoie  nauseous. 
They  are  an  int^redient  in  several  cooling  ointments.  A 
dc^coction  of  iliv  Jiufi  *  i  .<  taken  internally  is  said  tu  promcile 
expectoration  in  pleurisies:  externally,  they  are  used  la 
fomentations  to  ea4»c  pain  and  abate  inHammatiun ,  they 
are  used  Irequently  to  give  a  liavour  to  viuegar.  The  inner 
bark  is  an  iuLrredient  in  the  black  dye.    The  berries  ar«; 
poisouous  to  poultry,  and  the  flowers  to  tuikies  and  pea- 
fowl. If  turnips,  cabbai^es,  corn,  of  fruit-trees,  (whicli  are 
subject  to  blight  from  a  variety  of  insects)  be  whipped 
with  the  green  leaves  and  branches  of  elder,  the  insrMi 
will  not  attack  them. —  IVUluring,    (See  Phil.  7r.  /i/V. 
Jt.  348J.    The  leaves  bruised  are  sometimes  applied  out- 
wardly in  a  cataplasm,  in  erysipelas  and  ^ilcurisy,  and  are 
j»aid  to  be  v(  iy  relaxing. — Ligldfoot,    llie  X'-jo^/  i>  hard, 
t«)Ugh,  and  yel low  ;  it  is  conuiionly  made  into  skewers  fof 
butchers,  toj>s  lor  angling  rods,  and  needle*?  for  wt  aving; 
nets:  it  a?is\vers  well  for  turning  in  the  lathe.    Tlie  pith 
beinpr  exceed ini^ly  light,  is  cut  ii5to  balls  used  in  electncal 
cxju  1  iments. —  //  itht  r  'iug.   Sheep  eat  it :  horses^  cows,  and 
Ijoats  refuse  it. — Linn.    Others  say  cows  are  fund  of  it. 

(  To  iKS  cuataiued»  ] 
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DIFFBRBNT  BRANCHES  OP  PHYSIC,  SUROBRY^ 

AND  MEDICAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

ji  Di^siCi /(ithn  on  Coat ;  exhibiting  a  new  Vn  u-  of  the  Origin ,  A^a- 
tui  c,  Cause,  Cure  and  Prevt  ntiun  of  that  ajiicting  JJiseasc ;  illus- 
tnUed  and  coi^rmed  by  a  variety  of  original  tmd  communicated 
Cates;  by  IL  Kimglake,  M.D.  &c.  &c.  8vo.  pp.  348.  Lon- 
don, 1804.  ,  . 

This  Disst  riation,  in  so  many  distinct  sections,  treats  of  the 
*^  Origin  of  gout,  the  nature  and  constitution  ot  gout ;  its  remote 
and  proximate  cause,  the  cure  of  gout,  and,  lastly,  its  preven-t 
tien/'  Some  of  the  opinions  of  Dr.  K*  on  this  subject  have  been 
already  laid  before  our  readers,  in  several  communications  and  re- 
plies to  op|K>ncnts  in  former  Numbers  of  our  Journal ;  which  he 
has  here  republished  in  an  Appendix.  Thb  part,  which  occupies 
father  more  than  half  the  volume,  contains  also  a  considerablo 
number  of  letters,  written  by  other  practitioners,  some  of  which 
are  original  communications  to  Or.  K.  and  some  have  been  pub* 
lished  in  the  Journal. 

Those  opiniorf^  on  which  Dr.  K.  appears  to  lay  most  sti  <  s'-,  may 
be  collected  from  the  following  passages,  extracted  from  re- 
capitulation, 

**  The  earliest  records  of  medicine  attest  the  existence  of  gouty 
inflammation ;  and  it  has  been  uuiformly  considered,  rather  as  a 
remedial,  than  a  morbid  affection. 

This  erroneous  opinion  of  its  nature,  and  healthful  influance^i 
has  survived  the  correction  which  enlightened  reason  afforded  to 
the  small'pox,  the  plague,  and  oth^r  forms  of  inflammatoiy. 
diseases,  in  which  stimulant  treatment,  and  inviting  and  protract* 
ing  the  distem|>er  on  the  surface,  were  also  adjudged,  io  be  the 
only  safe  and  etlicient  means  of  cure;  but  wliich  unprejudiced 
observation  ultimately  proved  to  be  fatally  hurtful,  and  that  the 
very  reverse  was  the  most  salutary  that  could  be  adopted. 

**  The  nature  ot  i^out  i;>  purely  infinmmatorv,  and  possesses 
no  peculiar  or  spt-cifir  prcpertios  tf>  disimwuisli  ii  iiuiu  conunon 
innaaiiuuuon,  hu:  whui  are  relcrabie  lo  ihc  structure  or  orga- 
nization of  the  affected  parts*. 

**  'I  he  seat  of  the  gout  is  e.xclusively  in  the  ligamentous  and 
tendinous  (abric;  tlie  texture  of  which^  when  inflamed,  affi>rdsy 
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\]mt  h  prculrat  or  tl::uacteristic  of  izont,  'I  his  fabric  there- 
fore is  nccesssii  V  to  llie  oiyiiittitioii  ot  what  is  c  illed  c»<iity  in* 
flaminntion,  which  evinces  that  it  cannot  ocrnr  on  any  ot  the 
"vist  eial  or  vital  organs,  as  ihijio  pos»c:>s  nothing  ot  the  ligamca- 
tO\x^  or  icndimu^  :\tt  ucmre. 

**  The  several  appellations  of  gout,  rheumatism,  and  spraia^ 
arc  only  nominally  diflerent ;  they,  ia  fact,  describe  identity  of  af> 
lection.  Any  external  variation  which  may  present  in  the  degree 
anil  piQgrcM  of  i^e  dkonler  does  not  alter  the  faBdamentai  ttune* 
ness  of  the  diseeso,  which  covWtiiig  in  an  inflamivntofy  irritation 
of  the  ligamentous  and  tendinous  structure,  \v  ill  exclusively  le- 
nain  such,  how  ever  variously  and  ca|tficiously  denominated. 

**  The  origin  ol'  gout  must  neco^arily  be  aiwa}-^  loc^lt  ^  it 
can  only  arise  in  inflammatory  atVcction  of  the  llganients  and  ten- 
dnn«,  uljirli  nrc  .'^fatiorud  almost  exclusively  at  the  join!'^,  rin.l 
are  not  (  <  e\lcnile<l  with  the  system.  The  peculiar  ^cat  oi  gouty 
nialacU  at  once  chains  it  tn  the  U»;amentous  and  lentliiu  us  struc- 
ture, und  gives  an  undevialing  rescnil'lance  to  its  extciruil  cha- 
racter. It  necessarils'  oHijirmtes  in  everv  instance  in  ti  c  s^iav 
lintural  circumstance^  and  theretbre  iiivariably  ikiioU-^  exk«l- 
ence  by  the  moi»t  uiMsquivocal  sympteia, 

^  Tile  diffusion,  op  propagation^  of  gout,  from  tM  ailecM 
jointii,  )b  governed  by  aMoeiativt  or  sym|»atbetk  ioiiaenee  oC  bmh 
tive  fMwer ;  but  when  nrreitedl  on  any  articular  orgtVy  m'  the 
brain,  stomadi,  or  bowels*'  it  is  nol  cliaNieteHetic  fooit  in  tbote 
parts,  but  simple  irritation ;  the  ligamentous  and  tendinova  strac* 
tnrts  neeesiary  to  gouty  inflammation,  being  wanting  in  those 
vital  organs.  Nor  docs  tho  local  irritation  of  gout  tafaitdc  by 
sympathetic  distribution,  but  in  the  proportion  as  the  severity  of 
pein  reav  have  hnrrassed  and  exhausrrd  the*:vsTeniatTCstrencth.  The 
cmisequent  ^ODeral  debility  will  then  retluce  the  local  iiirtanuua- 
tion,  find  occasion  those  painfully  irreLiular  or  n«:;italed  moiiaa* 
(u^'uallv  termed  spai»m)  over  the  «y*>iein,  wliich  alwavs  mdrin^rrr 
lif%  iiiiti  do  often  actually  tenninate  in  deatli.  ('out,  therefore, 
cannot  he  strictly  repelled  ;  and  when  it  subsides,  aud  sv^lel^ 
bcoomea  atfected,  it  k  the  consequence  of  extrense  rednctton  of 
canstiluHona)  ttrength,  by  protracted  pain,  and  wbkh  might  ha^» 
been  prevenled  by  its  seasonable  relief. 

The  general  health  can  snftr  no  other  injury  from  goaty  in- 
flammaticMiy  than  what  h  ocrasioaed  by  the  debilitating  and  distr»- 
jpering  influence  of  durable  irritation  ;  its  early  removal  tkerefoiw 
renders  the  disease  both  mild  and  safe. 

*'  The  general  symptoms  of  gouty  inflammation  will  depend  on 
the  temperamental,  hal  ilual,  or  morbid  excitability  of  tl»e  sys- 
tem at  lar<;e,  or  of  anv  particular  organ.  It  equal  lu  ahh  should 
pervade  the  frume,  no  serious  ijnpres>ion  iircd  he  drvadcd  ;  t>;itr 
if  d>5>tempered  excitability  ^*hoiild  have  t!.\<'<l  \\^  al)oije  mi  an)  par- 
llrnhir  part,  the  acrinnuialed  v, ei^ht,  or  CMuiMifi  rrd  hrce  of 
sympathetic  irulution,  may  bO  heuvily  bemU  a,   ua  fcu  mijnifr-t 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


I 


Dr»  Kingkikt*s  Dimriaiion  tn  Qout.  565 

fevciy  Hcnrre  of  ri'jlrncc  from  transient  to  in fl.\ minatory  o^cife- 
ment.  But  whatever  be  the  situation  or  oxlcut  ihe  morbid  im- 
|)n!Ssit)n,  its  nattirc  will  bfc  conformable  to  the  structure  and 
<9ifict  of  thfe  aflfect«d  ^rt;  Md  hot  td  the  character  of  gouty,  dr 
ligtsumfom  and  ecnd(nob«  Ihflatilteatitf n. 

Tli«  ]>tdira^d  or  natuhil  ddmt^dti  bf  gotit  tends  td  pf-odace 
lmp«raM«  local  dcr&ngtnticnt  on  the  pm  aftbctcd,  atid  a  'state  of 
the  ^yi'leki  ffrt)mpt!y  susceptible  of  commoii  causci  of  morUd  im- 
pression. The  diseased  joints  will,  by  ita  long  cnc^urance,  bc- 
tonM  eT>Ttf ratted,  and  be  farther  distempered  by  altered  ^♦  :  '  <  ture, 
ij"  calcnrcont  of  OSSedtf^,  dnd  other  vitiated  secretions  ;  while  the 
j^o!iorn1  jTiotivc  powers  Of  (he  SV^item  will  bo  tremblingly  alive  to 
ever}'  occurring:  rrrifaf^'^n-  TIii'^  deep  and  rnmplirntc  !  iiii^'  hier  h 
C)iily  to  be  obviated  by  aa  eatly  aod  radical  removal  ot  the  di:>* 
ease. 

**  Gouty  inflammfitinn,  like  most  other  di^en^fW!,  acquires  by 
frequent  recurrence  a  tuciliry  df  return,  uhieh  soun  becomes  ha- 
bitual. The  ordimmccs  of  health  owe  tnuch  of  their  fixation  and 
traifortnity  to  the  influence  of  incessattt  or  uninterrupted  contiau* 
ttnCe ;  those  of  dfst^a^sa  fcecoiM  slmiTarly  r&«1icated  hy  long  usage* 
If  is  thetfefo^  of  Vast  importance  ifi  a  cfffativc  view,  tfiat  an  aiN 
tntnt  ^botild  iroi  becoitte  habitually  ihvetef  ate,  And  that  the  gout 
^ould,  iti  every  stage  of  Its  dui^tiOn,  he  cfrcumvented  and  sub* 
durd  in  the  ttidst  expeditidus  a  ad  eflicaclotis  manner,  to  obviate 
Its  familiar  or  cusfomary  establishment. 

Excessive  heat  has  been  alleged  to  he  the  proximate  cause 
of  gout,  or  to  be  the  disease  itself;  which  obviously  suggests  as 
an  appropriate  indication  of  core,  nn  early  nnd  unrrmiited  en- 
deavour to  iillkiy  the  morbid  tempcralurd  oh  the  aflcCled  parts,  and 
thai  the  means  of  reducing  it  should  be  proportioned  or  comiaea- 
Surate  to  ihf  violence  of  the  disease. 

Cold  wdWv  is  the  universal  boon  of  nature,  the  common  me- 
dium of  salutary  teiuperauue,  as  d(  l  ived  from  the  repulsive  or  ' 
motive  conditions  of  the  atmosphere;  its  uniform  applicati  n, 
iftetl^fore,  to  parts  suffering  under  gouty  iDfiaromalion,  by  cither 
ablution,  showering^  or  immersion,  is  a  remedy  as  efficacious  aa 
simple  fof  that  malady.  Inveterate  cases,  or  the  higtt  tempera* 
l«fe  of  tropical  ctimates)  may  (though  very  rarely)  require  the 
aid  of  arri/icial  cold,  obtained  from  a  solution  of  neutral  salts  m 
Urater,  effectually  to  extinguish  the  inflammatory  heat.  The  apf 
plication  of  diminished  temperature  should  be  uninteruptedly  con- 
tinued, until  the  painful  sense  of  heat  be  reduced.  This  usually 
happens  within  foriy-ei^ht  hours,  almc^t  i'lrariably  before  the  ex- 
piration oi  sevent>-ivvo  hours.  The  avoidance  of  all  Uititclic, 
medicinal,  ami  mental  excitenu^nt,  at  the  rime  time,  would  Uko^ 
wise  greatly  co-opcrale  in  the  inlentinu  of  euj  t^ 

**  Costivene-is  ^iiould  be  remuved,  or  obvi:'ted,  by  oct  asioual 
laxatives.    Neither  purgiug,  nor  an  luciciisc  of  any  olher  cvacuac 
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tioii,  is  necessfttyi  and  by  breaking  the  general  streogth  any  fw^i 

hurtful. 

**  The  cnnvnlc-cc  nrc  of  <»out  will  require  the  same  attention  to 
further  and  confinn  its  prugresa,  as  is  necessary  in  that  uf  other 
%in!ont  diseases.  A  v t  il -conducted  plan  of  nutriment  should  be 
rcgiiided  as  of  the  first  iniporiance  in  expediting  and  ensuring  per- 
fect rernvri  N .  Local  iriction  also,  and  even  topical  warm  L  ^iihing, 
wouKl  be  advisable,  if  au  uiisielding  sscnscot  citaei  luipoi  or  cold- 
ness should  prevail  on  tlie  aficctcd  part. 

Should  a  relapse  actually  occur,  it  diouM  be  treated  as  Che 
original  attack,  with  such  adaptations  as  the  circttBStances  of  ig* 
gravated  or  diminished  violence  may  require. 

**  Gouty  ailment  may  be  either  obviated,  or  arrested  in  its  form- 
ing stage,  so  as  to  prevent  Its  developement,  by  revstiog  the 
earliest  approach  of  excessive  temperature,  cither  generally  or 
locallyi  by  topical  cold,  aqueous  dilution,  afa&temious  diet,  cool 
apartments,  avoidance  of  costiveness,  and  every  other  source  of 
lnorV)i(l  excitement,  wiirther  universal  or  partial." 

Improvements  in  medicine  are  made  ni»>rc  sl^n ^s'  thp.n  in  other 
science?,  because  they  are  opposed  by  self  interest  and  prejiKiice. 
It  becomes  necessary  thercturc,  from  time  to  time,  to  recall  tbe 
atteidiun  of  the  profession  to  the  errors  and  prejudices  of  former 
practitioners.    This  appears  to  have  been  Dr.  K's  view  in  his 

•  present  work;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  will  have  many  ad<* 
roirers  and  many  opponents,  so  that  the  cause  of  scieiioe  can* 
not  foil  to  be  promoted. 

Dr.  J?o?c/f^'i  ^Schaia  Medkirutf 

Concluded  from  pp.  469-— 473  of  the  last  Number. 

After  the  history  and  chronolo^jv  of  medicine  down  to  the  l^Jtb 
century,  Dr.  H.  addresses  a  short  adiiionitjon  to  «;tiidcnrs,  re^'  cct- 
in;^  the  best  mode  of  acqiiiriDg  a  correct  knowledge  oi  the  ditlereat 
brunches  of  the  science. 

The  Second  Part,  which  may  be  considered  as  tlie  principal  one, 
and  which  occupies  lO^-  pages  of  letter-press,  bcMdcs  the  numer- 
ous plates,  is  devoted  to  the  several  branches  of  anatomy.  Novel- 
ty, or  originality,  is  not  to  be  expected  on  these  sub^ts;  judg- 
ment in  selecting  and  arranging,  perspicuity  in  explaining,  and  a 
Kappy  illustration  by  good  plates, >are  all  that  can  be  expected; 
•aid  in  these,  Dr.  R.  has  not  been  defective.  We  discover  in  every 
part  of  his  work  a  great  solicitude  to  consult  the  memory  of  the 
student  I  and  in  onler  to  do  this,  be  disposes  hitf  subjects  in  a  ta« 
bular  form,  when  it  can  be  doiie  conveniently,  and  indulges  in  fre- 
quent repetitions,  for  the  .sake  of  placing  the  facts  in  various  points 
of  view,  or  recapitulating  what  is  most  necessary  to  he  remeinher- 
ed.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurs  in  the  beguining  of  the  Third 
Part,  where  we  find  a  Compendium  or  Abridgment  of  the  Second 
i'arl.  This  is  followed  by  an  abridged  Pijysiology,  Patholog\-,  anJ 
Symtomatology.  The  work  is  concluded  by  an  account  of  ike  Ma- 
i;)Jebonc  Infirmary,  coubidcred  as  a  bchool  oi  xiiudACiae. 
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JL  MetSeal  CUomrvt  im  wkkk  ike  Words  m  the  various  Branches  ef 
Medieme  are  deduced  fim  their  originai  Languages,  properly  ac- 
cmted  and  expiained.  By  W.  Tvrtok ,  M*  D»  4to.  pp.  62?» 
London,  1797. 

As  the  author  of  this  correct  and  useful  work  understood  his  own 
views  and  objects  in  publishing  it  better  than  any  other  person,  w« 
prrfer  his  account  of  them  to  any  we  could  give. 

"  Medicine,  like  all  other  arts*  has  its  distinct  family  of  termi 
and  idioms,  conveying  meanings  peculiar  and  appropriate  to  its  se- 
veral branches ;  and  the  very  numerous  sources  from  which  tliesc 
have  been  collected,  luivc  made  it  not  easy  for  lU  professors  su^- 
ciently  to  uuderstand  the  language  of  tlieir  science. 

**  I  have  therefore  brought  t(»gothcr  i>uch  as  usage  has  fixed,  or 
learned  men  have  adopted,  and  have  contented  niysclf  witli  deduc- 
ing them  fiom  their  proper  roota,  determining  their  pronuiiciuiion, 
and  sitiiply  detiaing  thoin. 

The  unmeaning  jargon  nf  Paracelsus  and  his  followers,  I  have 
purposely  omitted,  and  have  been  solicitous  to  preserve  those  com* 
pound  words  used  by  the  phy  sicians  of  the  Greek  school,  roost  or 
all  of  which  are  scattered  about  in  the  writings  of  succeeding  ages* 
My  authorities  are  chiefly  derived  from  Blanchard«  Castellus,  Miii« 
she  V,  Schindler,  and  Golius. 

"  That  such  a  work  is  usefVd,  will  perhaps  be  more  readily  ad«  • 
mitted  thiin  that  it  has  been  usefully  executed  ;  but  he  that  has  la- 
boured long  ill  attempting  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  science,  is 
not  willing  to  add  despondence  to  bis  difficulties^  and  to  believe 
that  he  has  laboured  in  vnin." 

The  modesty  of  the  title,  the  correctness  and  perspicuity  of  the 
cleilnitionb  or  explanations  of  the  wordb,  almost  disarm  the  ho:>.ti- 
lit^  of  criticism,  if  we  wpre  ever  disposed  to  indulge  in  it ;  but  we 
think  no  Lexicographer  has  a  righ^  or  power  to  say,  this  Is  here- 
after to  be  the  language  of  these  branches  of  science.  Dr.  John* 
son,  in  his  Dictionaryt  has  purposely  omitted  many  words  which 
ou^t  to  have  been  retained^  because  he  thought  the  English  Ian-* 
guage  better  without  them,  or  because  he  did  not  find  such  autho- 
rities for  their  use  as  he  approved  of.  Dr.  T.  has  imitated  his  e;^-  ' 
ample;  and  this  is  our  only  objectien  to  the  Glossary. 


Piamenyaia  Medici  FracHd  UnmersaHst  nstens  MetUcamenim 
Fraepania  at  CwsipaitiiB,  cum  eormn  Vsu  d  Dasihus,  Auctorc  F* 
SwBBiAvm*  M.D.  Two  Vol.  pp.  501.    Loadon,  1803* 

TBit  valuable  compendium  of  practical  pharmacy  well  menu  the 
attentioA  of  the  medical  public  from  the  pains  which  obviouslv 
have  been  taken  in  the  itelection,  and  the  general  accuracy  with 
which  the  precepts  for  the  preparation  of  the  various  articles  of 
Materia  Mc^dica  are  laid  down.  It  will  also  th^  mora  interest  the 
English  practitioiier,  as  it  contains  some  artidas  not  feaarally  in 
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tnd  some  varieties  in  the  preparatioii  of  several  of  the  nh^ 
ptaDccs  u.<^cd  ill  mcdiciiM* 

The  Preface  bi'gini  by  asserting  the  ori^QalUy  of  the  present 

conijuldiion  01  {ircbciiplions,  for  the  greater  number  of  which  he 
acknowic^rrcs  Lis  oLIigulions  to  the  experience  ot  the  succf^stul 
practice  ui  many  of  the  I/>nHf>n  Tlo^^piials.  Indeed,  in  thi>  point 
<o(  view,  we  apprehend  that  hib  work  will  bo  still  more  accoplablc 
to  the  FifMu  h  prwiiiiiuui'i^  than  to  our  own.  The  nomenclature 
©f  the  clitmical  pieparations  is  that  which  is  now  ujiivcrhally 
adopted  by  chemists ;  in  the  vt'gi  table  kingdom  the  Linuacaq  is 
Strictly  followed.  Among  other  alterations  tlie  tem  terehimtkma 
subittitTited  for  haUamum  (for  example,  terebuUk^a  Cf^oi/erae  ^9 
cineHs^  iustead  oibakamvm  ca^vaej  and  with  prudent  cantio^  tbp 
name  tinctum  udatita  U  made  |o  supply  the  place  of  T.  opu. 

We  pass  over  the  author's  severe  censure  on  the  (supposed)  Hipi 
pocratic  practice,  which  renders  the  physician  rather  a  calm  spec* 
tator  ot  the  progress  of  disease  ttian  a  vigorous  opposer  of  it^ 
ravat^Qs,  and  proceed  to  a  shojrt  vWw  o(  the  contents  of  the  work 
itself. 

The  purely  chrmical  part  of  Pharmacy,  the  preparation  of  thq 
acids,  alkalies,  nt-utral  and  ciirthy  5a!t^,  begins  the  volume. 
Among  the  lej>s  c^numon  of  these  articles  c  f  Materia  Medica  am 
^Vt*rlcndorf*s  radical  vinegar,  made  by  dibtiilin^  acctilc  of  soda 
"with  siiljshuric  acid;  lli^  citnc  VLc'id  concenliatvd  by  iVost  and 
jnixed  with  ^u;^iir  to  a  dry  lemonade  ;  thp  oiygeiiaLtd  muri^lic 
acid;  the  phospho^c  aci^J  th9  sulphite  pf  ^od a;  an4  the  citff t?* 
of  all  the  alkalies.  Mother  many  of  these  will  prov^  per^ianen^ 
acquisitions  of  value  to  the  Materia  Medica  appears  ver^  4ottit|iiU 
In  a  very  tew  instances  the  directions  for  the  preparation  of  thase 
salts  arc  defective,  (^ut  in  general  they  are  given  with  great  pred^ 
aion  and  accuracy.  The  following  quotation  w  ill  serve  as  e^iampl^ 
of  the  author's  manner  of  describing,  asw?U  as  his  style  of  writing 
that  langqagoi  the  use  of  which  hf}  ^  f tfoiigly  inystft  pA  id 
Fieface, 

*•    ACIDUM  CITRtCUM. 

•*  Syn.  Addum  citri  dt  pur  alum  s,  cuna  ntratum ;  acidum  Umoni'^ 
prum;  surcus  cifri  s.  littwnhruin  concent ratHS.    Q.  Jcidv  citrkftif, 

**  R.  Surri  ti  uciui^  Qitfi  ipedi^^  jpati^fi  e^e;spi  ^t  p^ube  4yli%? 
call  quantum  placet. 

*'  Kxpone  in  vase  vitreo  in  balnco  aqurc  grail  ui  caloris  212*  tlu 
Fahr.  (SO®  R.)  undo  purs  ajuidem  coaguiaLur,  qua  abject^  acidum 
retp«Mi«os  euncantfatom  el  purificatum  in  vasts  probe  dait%i»  loago 
tempore  honum  comarvan  potoil, 

,  ^'  R.  Succi     fructu  citri  medico  matusQ  Ja  locq  ajQS  oatiili 

^pi' ssi  ct  probe  defiecati  quantill^  plllCet. 

**  llxpunc  gnidui  iVij^oris  it^ler  ct  269  th.  Fahf.  (inter  3.  at 
4''  inffa  zero  (h.  Vi,\  QOnstanter  et  diUgf^^^C  toUeildo  gl|ldfa| 
ftqi^t  iofpi^fur :  vc^i  p^ttflid6|)4o,  fjm^jOfk  a4V^4«  ^C!HW  conccn> 
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tfittnm  hi  aliud  vas,  et  sic  rrpetitis  victbus  congclattotlem  ]ff iil^te, 
ita  ut  noil  nisi  una  torria  pars  sncbi  fe^ancat*  qiii  in  tasi^  j^rdibe 

rcplf^ri'^  oi  clausis  lonj^o  tonlporc  saniis  schari  potest, 

5>i  tiuj!!^  surd  sic  cnnrrfitinti  pars  una  nun  p'^rtH^n*;  ^'^x 
feacchari  aibi  prolx*  sir-c-ui  ct  pulv.  misTeatur  l*Mitis  intrrvallis  ita 
lit  sacchariim  \v)st  singiilam  irtstillatioiu-ni  bucci  h»tii{>ii>  siccnndi 
Imbeat,  dcin  iu\  finom  lota  mfissa  trituiKiit,  obtinctur  limonada 
sicca^  qu«  in  vasis  probe  clausi*;  mm  scrvctur. 

**  Pars  hujus  pulveris  in  aqua  boluta  dat  limoruidum  griiiam  ex 
tempore  qua n do  placet  parandam. 

N.  B.  f  rot.  Vattquelm,  dbsefvATlt  gutftnu  quodcnmqite  in 
U^n^  solutum,  in  acidum  citncum  mutstri,  si  pci*  hftnc  aoltttioncm 
gtLz  icidum  inurlAticum  oxygcnatam  tfdmini  cogitar. 

•*  ACID0JI  IfukiA'TtCCjly  fcoitcentratum. 

"  Sry.  Acidum  tmialktm  fumant ;  spiritus  s(i!U  fvmofis 
Glaiiheri ;  acidum  $ali9i  Mpiriius  soHt  mttrm  addui,  O.  uMe 
fauriatiquc. 

'*  Cravitfts  ejus  spccifica  ad  poadus  aquae  dcstillats  sit  ut  l»l70 
ad  1,000. 

ft.  Muriatis  soda?  siccati  ct  pulv.  li'oras  quatuor. 
**  Iiido  in  n'tt  itam  tubulntuin  quic  in  bfilnco  arciKT  locata  juti- 
gatur  cum  upj)aiaru  dcstillatofio  ffowZ/fa/io,  in  quo  praivie  aqiuu 
dcbtillauu  uncia?  sodecim  distribuantur.     Cotnmrssuris  onlnibus 
'probe  loto  obductis,  postquam  lutum  ubi(Jde  biitie  siccatufn  fuerit, 
adjice  \wt  aperturam  tubuli  leiite  et  caute : 

Acidi  sulphuric!  concentrati,  libfas  dua^.  ^ostq 
fccntia  subsedit,  ignem  scnsim  admiAi^m,  duAec  messa  bulTtat; 
ga2  acidum  quod  in  primum  excipulum  transit,  cum  aquf&  dc&tif- 
lato  ibidem  prxsenie  sesc  jangeiis  fbrtn^t  Acidum  mnriaii^m  awf- 
ccutrutum  perfectc  linipiduni  ct  fimiatis.  Vftpores  in  secundum  et 
tcrtium  excipulum  transeuntcs,  ibique  aqurt)  sesc  juniijentes  Aiiihi'n 
rnnriaticum  dUitftim  comtifur.nt  quod  iniprrirtmn'^n  mnjori  qiianlr- 
rnte  vaporum  acidorum,  2c^ue  concentratuiil  rcddi  potest  ac  pri- 
mum. 

IThus,  aqu4  dilufi:  Ischuria  rennli<  ;  (1\«>uria. — (^onccn^rnf'i  cum 
mclle  f.r^r/vn/.? ;  Aphthae. — -Item  acl  varia  |ira.'pai.ua  pliartnaccuti- 
ca.  —  Fornm  vaporum  ail  putiiua  aciis  cHIuvia  coi  ligonda." 

After  these  follow  the  very  important  cla^is  of  metallic  salt$.  In 
tbe  IKt  of  metaU  gold  U  still  retained,  very  inconsistently  hi  h 
book  which  so  confidently  assumes  the  mcdt  of  excluding  all  anil* 
quated  absurdities;  but  though  the  name  is  retained,  thesfhgBe  pre- 
paration of  this  rfietal  is  omitted.  Under  each  metal  the  oxyds  ;u  o 
fir^t  described,  then  the  -alts,  and  la-ily  the  sulphurcts,  Wc  Nliatl 
only  notice  the  rarer  of  iIk  so,  M.  Vaiiquelin's  convenient  method 
of  preparing  the  martial  ctiiiops  or  blad<  oii/d  of  irori  is  the  f<»llo\v- 
in^.  tun  parts  of  firm  iron  filings  >viTh  one  of  the  ftd  oxi/d  of 

iran  (crocus  iimrth),  hojl  :hem  in  a  covered  crucible  with  n  st r^^n^^ 
fire  for  an  lioui,  and  when  Cold  reduce  tiie  cohcroi.t  nia^s  lo  a  line 
jjowdcr,  which  i:>  ikc  .black  o.wd.    The  old  aud  well  knowa  mode 
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of  makini»  the  same  preparation  bv  moistening  iron  filings  \nih 
wnfei  .iD'l  e\p()>uie  to  air- (c^riginally  I.^ineiy's)  i-.  h*Mr  intro- 
iluv  c'l  v.ith  rritlinn^  variation,  and  is  ascribed  t  ^  oiie  Cave/aiii,  who, 
It  ^'  Mtilii  ieiiii,  ha>-  h.Ki  tli.'  assurance  to  claiia  iIk-  invention. 

Ill  ilie  important  Miijjcct  ul  mercurial  preparations  the  author  is 
already  favouiiibi^  known  to  the  public,  having  formerly,  in  his 
Phamuit  opceia  Syphilitica,  exhibited  a  very  full  view  of  the  various 
useful  salt-  and  oxyds  of  this  metal.  Tke  bla£k  oxyd  of  mercury  btf 
trUMTtf  or  by  ammonia  it  not  commonly  met  with  in  our  bhops.  lu 
preparation  is  thus  dt  scribed : 

OXTDVM  HTORAEOTEI  nigrum. 

"  Stn.  JEtkiopi  per  te ;  athiope  mercwru  simplex:  meratrim 
protect atus  niger;  turpeikim  mgntm ;  caix  mercurii  nigra ;  merctt* 
rive  exti  ictus;  tmrcarius  gummosm;  mercurius  akaiisutus;  hydrar' 
g7/ni/ii  cuNi  crcta,  l^*h.  L.  JMercnrius  mhjhi  is.  Hahneman.  Hy^ 
dragyruni  oxyUdatum  nigrum.    Ph.  B.  G.  Oxide  mercunel  nuiratie, 

**  F  .  lIs<irarL:\  ii  puriiicati  quantum  piac  i  t.  In  vase  ferreo  per 
plures  nien>es,  vei  lamdiu  continuo  agita,  acre  ssepc  rcnovato,  do-, 
nee  in  pulveiem  griseo- nigrum  mutetdr. 

**  ^'el,  R.  Kitiatis  bydrarg> ri  iiquidi  libram  unara.  Aquae  do 
«tillat2D  libras  decern.  Instilla  paulatim,  Ammoniacx  quantum  iaCii; 
Id  eit  tamdiu  nec  ultra,  quam  praecipitatum  inde  enatum  colore 
nigro  apparet.  Pulverem  nigrum  praecipitatum  aquae  destillata 
probe  amuturn  sicca,  et  in  vase  vitreo  clauso  in  loco  obsctiro  usui 
•erva. 

"  Vel  meiitii,  Methodo  Schultxb« 
**       Acidi  nitrici  concentrati  partem  unam.   Immiitein  vas 
vttreum  lon^o  coiio  instructum  et  adjice  Aqua  destillaiae  partes 
quatuor.    .Mixtinadde,  hydrargyri  partes  quatuor. 

**  Kxpone  in  balneo  aronnF^  caloric  gradui  th.  Fahr.  ICO— 140 
(40—48**  tb.  II.)  tanifbu  duuec  vesicuix  in  superlicie  InpioriN  nuH.F 
amplius  apparcdut,  id  est,  donee  actio  acidi  in  metal lum  ce»i»ii. — 
Dein  ignem  auge  ad  ^?00-210<'  th  Fahr.  f75-78«*  lb,  R.)  el  sic 
continua  per  tres  aut  tjuatuor  hoia^;  tunc  buiit.ti  massa  per  iiie- 
diam  huram.  Deuj  liquorcm  buUjcniem  in  vas  vitreuaj  effunde,  in 
quo  pnevie  50  partes  aquae  destillatae  posit^e  fueiinl,  ct  probe  a^- 
laiido  misce,^ 

Si  durante  coctione  aut  digcstione  crystalH  formantur,  illico 
IMfua  fervida  aSundatur  et  pro  re  nata  etiam  pauxtllum  acidi  nitrici* 
—Ad  iinem  operationis  hydrargyri  pars  in  fundo  maneat;  vel  si 

^tum  solutam  fuerit,  addatur  portio  hydrargyri. 

Solutio  tnox  dicta  fiUrctur  eiquc  in^iiillctur  gradatim  am* 
moniaca,  donee  nil  amplius  pulveris  nigri  proecipitptur.    Fuivis  oi- 

ger,  aquu  dcstilUfa  frigida  probe  edulcoratus,  per  pap\rum  album 
Jiitrelur  et  perfecte  sircetur.  RI:is-a  siccata  pap\  ro  qri-eo  duplici 
invoivatur  et  pundere  gradatim  autlo  jirobe  comprimatur  ita  v.t  n- 
qua  omnis  e.\pnin:i!  ur.  —  Dein  pulvi-,  exteu^us  ^upcr  papyrum  g'^dii 
Jo*'  th.  Fahr.  ^17""  th.  il.)  siccetur  setl  n(/n  niajofj, 

ysus:  Pro  parandi>  varii>  coinpu^itis. 

Pqsi9  'f  Qi'iU^ii  duo-^icx — 9Cto  an  die,** 

The 
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The  single  article  under  manganese  is  the  black  oxyd,  and  itt 
•llegcd  mc  (besides  u--i>tini;  in  the  oxyoenated  muiiaiic  acitl)  is 
to  be  externally  appiicJ  as  an  omtmcni  lor  cut&ncous  eruptions, 
hui  its  use  is  duubtlul. 

Under  Stanuum^  the  pulvis  stanni  is  properly  designated  as  tlie 
Otydum  Stanni  Grismm. 

Under  Siibiumf  Mr.  Justamond's  araenical  caustic  of  antioioiif 
and  anenic  is  given  with  approbation. 

The  emetic  tartar,  the  author  prepares  with  the  white  oxyd  or 
powder  of  algarotb,  but  as  this  triple  salt  of  antimony,  potash,  and 
tartarcous  acid  is  found  often  to  vary  in  its  composition,  the  simple 
tartriie  ot'  antimonj  is  recommended  in  preference.  It  h  prepared 
merely  by  in:;  the  white  antiinouiaJ  oxyde  in  tartareous  acidy 
and  evaporating  the  solution  to  dryness. 

To  the  metHlIic  Falts  succeed  ihe  Sufp/nirrhf  the  only  one  of 
which  \\t>rthy  ol  remark,  is  llu-  sulpliui*  i  i>\  ammonia,  niMdi*  by 
pasMMH  sulphurated  hy<lr»)gen  gai»  ihrougL  uijuui  cuus>lic  uniiiKinia. 
The  gaa  uiuy  be  extricated  cither  by  sulpliurct  of  iron  and  muiiauc 
acid,  or  dimply  by  heating  the  liquid  sulpburift  of  pot-ash. 

A  few  preparations  under  the  title  of  Sapones  follow.  Thein^ 
timate  union  of  soap  with  the  more  powerful  gum-resins,  has,  with 
reason,  been  thought  to  improve  their  efiicacy,  and  render  them 
more  soluble  in  the  stomach  They  are  also  convenient  to  be  ex- 
hibited in  the  form  of  pills.  I'hese  are  very  intimately  mixed  by 
being  together  dissolved  in  alcohol,  as  the  author  prescribes,  and 
the  solution  evaporated  to  a  piiluiar  consistence 

The  clas^  of  Injinwmahjfiu  includes  cliaicoal,  sulphur,  phospho- 
ru'i,  resins,  oil<,  and  animal  lats.  'I'iie  puritication  of  camphor  by 
i.<)Uitit»n  in  alcohol  and  precipiiation,  is  a  needlo5»s  relinemcnt.  The 
follo\\ing  is  an  injilation  ot  the  Indian  volatile  oil  of  camphor, 
so  much  extolled  iii  i  liiMnmlio  and  gouty  case:;*  un  external  ap- 
plicalion.  **  Mix  half  a  pound  of  camphor  with  two  pounds  of 
dry  pipe  clay,  and  distill  in  a  glass  retort  with  a  very  slow  fire. , 
Ad  acid  liquor  passes  into  the  receiver,  together  with  a  fine  volatife 
oU,  and  a  thick  butyraccous  oil  concreted  ii»  the  neck  of  the  retorts 
The  volatile  oif  is  to  be  separated  and  kept  for  use. 

Among  the  a^thcfBisgivun  K  la i>  roth's  Jcetatcd  Ethereal  TinctWPt 
€f  IroH^  it  is  nine  ounces  of  liquid  acetite  of  iron,  mixed  with 
ihree  ounces  of  acetic  ethereal  spirit,  the  preparation  of  which  is 
also  given.  A  medicine  of  similar  virim'H  is  the  nervine  tincture, 
made  with  mnrinted  iron  and  bulpburic  ether.  The  whole  section 
on  ethers  \>  valuable. 

The  article  gaza  (gasses)  is  i.iiu  li  too  .canty  to  give  any  real 
assistance  to  the  preparer  (oxyi^cn  c\ci  ])tt  (r). 

Tha  composition  of  a  few  of  rhc  mosi  cclcbiaicd  of  the  natural 
Df  factitious  mineral  waters  is  added. 

The  second  part  of  this  Phurmacopa-ia,  is  a  large  selection  of 
Irtrmulae  for  the  use  of  the  practitioner,  arranged  according  to  the 
fvf^  of  cxhijutioq,   Of  jthjuc,  many  are  selected  from  variouf 
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aoorcps  of  acknowlcnlgcd  autborky,  both  in  this  counfry  an<ir« 
the  cantin<'nt ;  the  Pharmacopceias  of  Cop^nhai^rn,  London,  FAin- 
buroh,  Stockholm,  an'l  T^*rlin,  have  furnish nihprs.  and  a  few 
appear  to  originate  froiu  the  author's  own  (  \|>cnrnre.  In  c:cnrral 
ihey  are  biinplo,  elegant,  and  well  put  togedicr,  and  ihe  number  ii 
sulTicient  to  afford  a  iniich  greater  variety  than  any  practitioner  is 
in  the  habit  of  employinc;.  The  u*^  and  the  dose  of  each  Ibrmida 
are  added  in  a  lew  words.    Tho  following  will  serre  as  an  e^ttmple. 

Sdi^VTio  CAMraoRJE  Aquosa.  R.  Aquse  acido  cmrboiuco 
tatnnittt  tibras  duas.    Camphors  draehmas  duas,  Misce* 

^  N.  B.  Camphora  per  se  in  aqua  non  solobrKs*  aqva  gaze  acidv 
carbomco  saturata  perfecte  solvitnr,  et  sic  mediGamentum  pi«sfat 
egregium  in  cardialgia  spaamodica,  singuittt,  vomitu  rebeililms. 

**  Vei:  R.  Camphorae  drachmam  unam.  Alcobofts  qnantvn 
•pas.  l^t  fiat  solutio,  cui  adde  Aqo9  destillaca»  lervidx,  libref 
Aias.    Probe  simul  agitato  ha  Viqitorem  cola. 

"  P^fl:  R.  Camphora:,  Gummi-r(Hiina^  mvrr^iT,  jina  ttrachmnm 
^naiiK  Siinul  probe  tore,  et  paulatim  a<idc  A^uas  destiiiatx  fervidae 
libram  unam.    Frigefactura  liqunrom  C(>la. 
-    •*  Usus  pra;cipue  pro  «gris  (yi'i  cainphofnm  forma  pulverts 
aTcokole  solutam  fere  non  posauut :  Blcciiropyr^;  apasmi;  car* 
dmlgia ;  stran^ria. 

*•  Dosfs :  Uncia  Ufia^use,  sjcpiua  de  die/' 

The  names  ef  diseases  are  MtHj  these  of  Santages,  e#  vloch 
the  English  reader,  whe  is  more  lantHiar  idth  those  of  Gal)ca» 
fthovld  be  aware.  The  names  giYcn  to  the  maferla  medica  aiv,  as 
fcatore  mentioned,  those  of  Ltnnvos  and  of  the  FVench  cbemicsl 
nomenclature:  and,  in  some  instances,  the  pa^^sion  for  inclnding  a 
definition  In  a  name  has  led  the  author  to  a  ImKcrons  decree  of 
fieiiphrasis,  witness  his  Substantia  wtgninofa  ( vrfgo  mamkKs  dh^a)  ; 
Kt(fH!t  wollis  irinphiti,  f  spongia  officinatk)  i  hx'Miitintm  nticMiatlt 
wucici  pvch  Tin'Hsficae  mo^chafae^  SfC. 

A  new  remedy  proposed  fer  intormitteni  fever  by  M.  Se^nrn, 
(a  tanner  of  Paris,  well  known  by  his  valuable  chemical  inquiries 
into  the  principles  of  his  aft)  is  here  added,  with  expressions  of 
great  contidence  in  its  efficacy.  The  remedy  is  the  Mittjiiest  possi- 
ble, being  only  a  clarified  solution  of  glue,  mixed  with  sugar  into 
p  palatable  jelly.  The  foflowing  is  the  Ibmnifa, 

"  GBX.ATXVA  A9  DiALcsPTEAS.  H.  GhitinlK  asihnafil  io^ 
^rati  Talgp  venalis  Hbram  unam.  A  quae  Hbras  sex.  Coque  at 
iar  solntio,  cui  adjiee  Albuntnis  ovi  quantum  satis  Dctn  maM 
probe  despumats  et  clarificatse  adde  Sacchari  aibi  Kbretn  nnanr. 
Coque  leni  ignc  ad  libras  tres.  Gelattnam  sic  paratam  cftinde  at 
concrescat. 

"  Usus :  Dialeipyrff  vnrise.  Hoc  remedium  simplex  et  mite  ad 
dialeipyras  varias  radicaiiter  cnrandaji  eihcacissimttm  nuperrime 
inverit  Armand  Soguin. 

**  Dosis  t/ifaf/fibm :  Drachm n»  dnn»-quatuor.  Mcdhr  itrfafii  rt 
tkltcaiuit« :   I)rdchmx  c^uaiuor-duodccim.     AdtiitU :   l>ra(  hin?6 
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duodecim-quadragiDta,  Prima  dosis  exhihenda  est  mox  inclpiente 
pftrmcynil^  pfmmmk,  fnsmiUegrfis  &  ^  tempore  apyrexuc 

ler  die,  co«kyiiiapdo  ptf  aliquot  diei  pQst«q«aii  hbm  cessaYit. 
Plenitnque  intra  paucos  dies  febris  radioaliter  tollitur.'^ 

The  author  announces  a  Pharmacopceia  Chirurgicalis  as  ready 
far  piiblttattDo;  to  which  the  utility  of  the  present  work  makes  tn 
look  with  expectation  «f  detivta^  reai  aitvafita|^. 
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Account  of  Diieam  in  m  Eeuiem  DbirM  of  London^ 
from  October  20,  to  November  £0,  1804. 

ACUTE  DISEASES.  Aoienofihaia   -    -    -    -  5 

Typhus  ------    4  Chlorosis    -----  '5 

J^nemera  -----    o  Diarrhoea    -    -    -   -    -  20 

Dysenteria  -----    G  Veroies  ------  2 

Variola  ------    2  Rheumatismos  Chrouicus  ^ 

Rheumatismus  Acutus  -   3  puerperal  diseases. 

CHRONIC  DISEASES.  Epheinora  -----  7 

Catairhus   -----    3  Menorriiagia  Lochialis  -  4 

Tussis    ------  17  Mastoclynia          -    -    -  S 

Dyspncca    -----  15  Haemoi  riiois    -   -   -   -  ^ 

Tussis  cum  L>y spooea     -20  im  antjle  diseases. 

Ha^moptoe      -    -    -    -    <j  Apliiiiae      -    -    -   -   -  7 

Pluhi>is  Piilinonalis       -    4  Diarrhoea    .    -   .    -   .  14 

Hydrops  Pectoris      -    -    3  Uphilialniia     -    -    -    -  3 

Menorrhajjia       -    -    -    2  OpIuhLilmia  Purulenta  -  £ 

DysmenorrbQca    -   -    -   2  Herpes  ------  5 


Typhus,  wliirh  for  a  considcrablp  time  appeared  very 
seldom,  has  lately  resamcd  its  plarr  \n  our  list  of  diseases. 
It  has  occurred  more  tVcqucnily  witiiin  the  h^st  three  or 
four  months  than  it  has  for  a  long  period  ;  nor  has  it  al- 
ways appeared  in  its  mildest  form:  In  most  instances  the 
symptoms  have  been  fonaidabie^  fund  in  fiome  cases  the 
di'=:easf  has  proved  fatal. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  symptoms,  affections  of  the 
liead  have  prevailed  to  an  uncommon  degree,  so  as  to  ex- 
ciU'  considerable  alann,  even  at  a  time  when  the  pulse  and 
other  k^ymptonis  did  not  lead  the  practitioDer  to  form  aa 
unfavomable  opinion  of  the  result. 

Ir^  some  cases  convulsive  motions  of  the  face  and  of  the 
diiieiciit  extremities  have  occurred,  the  forrncr  approach- 
ing tu  »iie  disf  a^e  called  the  risus  sardonicus,  and  the  lat- 
ter accompanied  with  n  kind  of  spasm  of  the  finijers. 

When  these  appearances  have  been  oliservcH,  the  fatn! 
catastrophe  has  soon  sucreeded,  mucli  sooner  indeed  than 
might  huve  bren  expected  from  merely  observing  th€ 
state  of  the  pui^e^  aad  other  indications  of  debilit/. 
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The  Report  of  a  MetiicalComniittee'on  tbe  Cases  of  supposed 
Small-pox  aner  Vacdnatlon,  which  occurred  in  Fullwood's  Renti^ 
Holbom,  in  August  and  Scpteniber>  1804*  with  an  Account  of 
fome  subsequent  Inoculations/'  having  been  published  as  we  were 
committing  our  last  sheet  to  the  press,  we  are  anxious  to  give 
cnir  readers  the  earlier,  though  it  must  be  but  a  short  and 
most  has^  notice  of  it.  The  following  is  the  commencement  of 
the  Report. 

"  The  cases  of  two  children  in  Fullwood's  Rents,  Ilolborn, 
said  to  be  cases  of  small-pox  after  vaccination,  having  vt  ry  mucU 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  public,  as  well  as  lliat  uf  the  iacully, 
it  was  thought  expedient  by  a  uiinurous  body  of  niediral  piacti-* 
tioners,  met  at  ilie  liuu^e  of  Mes&ris.  rvlorgau  aiul  Wi^hani,  ii\ 
Hoi  born,  on  Wednesday,  October  the  3d.  1S04-,  to  form  a  Cuju- 
.  mittee  for  the  purpose  of  investigaiing  the  minute  particulars  of 
each  case,  and  of  making  some  experimentSi  calculated  to  remove 
•very  doubt  on  the  subject. 

**  A  committee  was  accordingly  formed,  consisting  of  the  fol* 
lowing  gentlemen Dr.  Gower,  Dr.  Ash»  Dr.  Pemberton»  Dr. 
Willao,  Dr.  Temple,  Dr.  Clarke,  Dr.  Croft,  Dr.  Yelloly,  Dr.- 
Skev,  Mr.  Hurlock,  Mr.  Addington,  Mr.  Pears,  Mr.  Morg^» 
Mr.'  Wigham." 

As  the  objects  of  attention  had  both  been  vacciolated  at  the 
Small-PoN  Hospital,  a  correct  copy  of  the  purtirulars  respecting 
their  in.oculaliou  was  obtained  from  the  register  <J  tiiat  Institution, 
find  is  given  in  rln  Report.  The  cases  of  these  two  children,  un- 
«i(  I  the  crupliuns  in  question,  are  fir^L  described.  With  matter 
t;ikru  from  the  younger  child,  a  series  of  inoculations  was  injjli- 
tuud.  Cn^es  3  and  4  give  the  result  of  the  first  experiments. 
Cases  .3,  6,  and  7  vvcic  inoculated  from  3  ;  and  8  was  afterwards 
inoculated  from  7  »  all  of  which  were  considered  to  have  the  va- 
riolous disease  produced  by  the  inoculations.  Case  8  was  even  re- 
inoculated  with  variolous  matter,  *^  with  a  wish  to  satisfy  8<ime 
practitioaers  who  could  not  persuade  themselves  that  the  eruption 
on  the  child  from  whom  tho  matter  was  taken  was  the  small-pox, 
but  uho  supposed  it  might  be  either  t;enerically  ditTcrent  from  the 
variolous  eruption,  or  some  modification  of  it  that  would  not 
emancipate  the  constitution  from  being  again  affected  with  the  ge« 
nuine  disease."  Ca«5e  9  was  inoculated  from  6' ;  but  havinc;  been 
vacciolated  at  the  Sniall-pox  Hospital  three  yr-^rs  iv^o,  I c  only 
was  afiected  ^umiaiiy  to  the  casi:i>  of  ^ir.  Cricghtou  and  oiinM  <<, 
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mho  have  stibjected  their  vacciolatcd  patients  to  the  test  of  rano* 
lous  inoculation.    As  he  slept  in  the  saiae  he<\  whh  5  and  6,  hi^ 

brothers,  while  thcv  were  un<]fT  inoculation,  the  Committee  am" 
si(^or  him  to  have  rciisted  botii  the  contagion  and  iuocuktiov  of 

small -pox. 

The  tollow !!-..'  is  the  conclusion  of  their  Rcjxirt: 
**  After  havuig  taithfuUy  reported  the  parrieulars  of  the  inves- 
tigation propoj-ed,  (page  3)*  thr  Committee  bep  leave  to  obst.*nc, 
that  there  seems  no  reason  to  question  the  regular  process  of  the 
ta^cifmticm  m  Nancy  and  Mary  Hodges,  nor  fde  existence  of  the 
tmft1I*pox  more  thati  two  years  aftctwards  in  tht  latter,  f  lere  be* 
ing  no  material  variarion  from  the  ostiat  cotme  of  symptoms, 
either  in  the  disease  of  Mary  Hodges,  or  tn  the  cases  of  toocnla- 
Hon  with  matter  taken  ftoffl  her  pustules. — The  ColtfnBttee,  hoir- 
erer,  feels  tt  u  duty  to  remark,  that  the  above  facts  arc  not  (0 
lie  ironsidered  as  militating  against  the  gehcral  practice  of  rac- 
cination.  Some  v.-oH  Hiithi-ntirated,  t\un\<^h  rare,  cases  have  been 
stated,  in  nhieh  the  natural  small-pox  occurred  twice  in  tV.e  ^ame 
person.  A  few  other  instances  are  recorded  of  persons,  who, 
after  having  undergone  the  inoculated  small-pox,  ncvtrih^i^-'? 
took  the  disease  by  infection:  yet  these  case*;  were  not  deemed 
conclusive  against  trie  advantages  of  varioloos  inoculation,  nor  do 
ibey  seem  to  have  impeded  its  progress. 

•*  In  every  country  tvhere  European  scjetice  is  di^n^ed,  the 
feneraf  prerentiA-e  power  of  vaccine  inoOtolation  mith  regard  (6 
the  small-pox,  has  been  fully  asccrtaincd»  and  cannot  now  be 
affiscted  by  the  result  of  a  few  detached  cases,  which,  by  future  ohr 
aenrattons  and  eitperimentSy  may  be  accounted  for  sarisfaetorily-* 
Hie  Committee,  therefore,  with  one  accord,  subscribes  to  the 
established  opinion,  that  if  vaccination  were  ttniver^^Rlly  adopted, 
it  would  afford  the  means  of  finally  exterminating  the  Sman-pox.** 

•VTr.  RrcHiiOLZ  has  made  some  experiments  on  the  hydrargyriit 
munaius  mitis  (mcrcurius  dulcis).  'f'he  common  method  of  pre- 
paring tUU  salt  is  by  sublimation  of  heven  parts  of  mercury  and 
three  parts  of  oxygenated  muriat  of  mercury  ;  the  preeipifafion 
adopted  by  Schcelc  having  been  hiitl  aside,  because  apothecaries 
are  of  opinion  that  this  production  on  being  mixed  with  lime  water 
or  alkaline  solutions  docs  not  sufficiently  blacken  those  substances. 
The  author,  therefore,  examines  whether  these  productions  be 
really  different  from  one  another.  For  this  purpose  equal  parts  of 
mercury  and  of  nitric  acid  are  mixed  together,  and  left  for  some 
time  in  the  cold ;  it  is  then  exposed  to  a  gentle  heat  in  4  sami  batfr 
till  it  begins  to  boil,  after  which  the  liquor  is  poured,  whilst  hot, 
into  a  solution  of  muriat  of  soda,  that  contains  equal  parts  of  this 
alkali,  and  mercury.  The  precipitate  obtained  by  water  saturateJ 
with  sal  ammoniac  or  muriat  of  ammonia,  is  boiled  and  carefully 
washed  ;  a  copious  production  is  obtained ;  and  the  mifhor  proves, 
by  a  series  of  twperimenls,  that  it  does  not  diller  from  that  ob- 
taini'd  by  corrosive  sublimate  ;  this  method  also  appears  to  hiii\ 
more  advantageous,  and  leK»  dangerous  than  that  by  sublimation. 
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Mr.  Schmidt  has -raade  the  followmg  experiment  on  the  de- 
composition of  sulphat  of  pot-ash  ami  of  sulphat  ol  suciu,  lii  liie 
dr^  way,  by  meaua  of  quick  Inuc.  On  it»aiting  for  half  an  hour  a. 
mixture  of  three  parts  of  quick  lime  and  two  parts  of  sulpbat  of 
f»Qt-ash,  ftfterwanb  ilissolving  the  miKtuie  and  evaporating  thm 
liquor»  carbonat  and  sulphat  of  lime  will  be  prccipitatad,  wbiUc  a 
small  quantity  of  carbonat  of  pot-ash  remains  in  the  water.  He 
made  the  same  experiments  with  sulphat  of  soda,  the  results  of 
^'hich  were  more  succesbful,  and  the  decoinposirioii  more  Complete* 
II  is  therefore  certain  that  the  decomposition  of  these  two  sttlphata 
takes  place  by  quick  lime^  but  that  these  processes  do  not  appear 
to  be  very  pro^tabk* 


Mr.  Dupvytren  on  the  Formation  of  the  Lanfnx  in  Eunueht. 
There  exists  in  the  animal  economy  several  instances  of  the 
influence  ubicli  takes  place  bet  wee  fi  orphans  that  arc  not  con- 
limious  to  one  another  ;  on*',  of  ibc  most  r«»markat)ie  in&tanccs 
of  this  kind  is  tue  sympatiiy  which  subsists  iK'lwecn  the  testicles 
and  tho  organs  of  voice.    The  larynx  is  observed  to  developo 
itself  ill  several  amumU  during  the  rutting  season,  and  the  small- 
ncss  of  the  larynx,  the  narrowness  of  the  glottis,  and  the  shrill 
voice»  coincide  with  Ihe  stale  <if  the  inactivity  which  die  teiAi* 
cles  show  hefeie  tW  afptoach  ef  puberty.  Tms  period  however 
being  arrived,  the  organs  foff  seiDiMi&  secsetions  a«e  developed^ 
and  become  active,  while,  at  the  same  Ume^  the  larynx  rapidly  in* 
creases  in  males,  and  the  voice  takes  that  grave  sound  which  makes 
one  of  the  characters  of  virility.    But,  on  the  contrary,  when  tho 
testicles  are  cut  away  before  this  period,  the  source  of  the  pheno- 
mena which  characterise  it  vanisne^,  and  the  organs  of  voice  re- 
main in  n  btate  of  imperfection.    Mr.  Dupuytren,  has  lately  had  an 
oppfirtiinity  of  coutirming  the  justn-ss  of  the  observation  by  dis- 
>eLrin^;  the  larynx  of  a  man  who  had  been  cti'^trated  in  his  infancy, 
as  lie  ibund  this  orjan  to  be  one  third  less  than  it  is  met  with  in 
most  men  of  tho  siiue  age  and  habit.   The  j»lottis  wh<?  vrry  narrow,  ^ 
aiid  ail  llie  or^ians  of  voice  iailn-r  resembled  tiioie  of  a  womaii,  or 
a  youth  before  the  period  of  puberty. 

On  B€9i  diiengaged  by  the  Ctrnfretsion  of  Air, — A  very  curious 
experimeot  has  beea  laiely  repeated  before  the  National  Institute. 
On  forcibly  and  rapidly  compressing  the  air  in  the  pump  of  a  wind 
gun,  a  considerable  beat  is  disengcged  at  the  first  push  of  the 
piston,  sufficient  to  inflame  apiece  of  tinder  which  is  placed  within 
the  pump.  When  the  body  of  the  pump  is  terminated  with  a  mo- 
bile end,  closely  screwed  to  it,  having  in  its  centre  a  strong  glass 
lens,  a  vivid  and  brilliant  light  will  be  seen,  which  is  suddenly  dis-  . 
en^ai^ed  by  the  first  push  of  the  piston.  This  discovery  h  said  to 
have  been  accidenlaiiy  made  by  a  workman  in  the  manufactory  of 
fire-arms,  at  St.  F.tiefinc.  It  has  been  siuccessfully  repented  by 
Mr.  INlollet,  of  Lyon>,  and  cntajuly  deserves  the  notice  of  nutura- 
list*;  as  it  may  tend  to  explain  the  imturc  of  li^ht  and  heat. 
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*  Mr.  J.  C.  SArNDKRs,  Demonstrator  of  Practical  Anatomy  at 
St.  Thnrnns's  H^spifal,  )i?is  lately  published  a  Proposal  lor  the 
K$tabii>rnnoiit  o(  a  I):a(>cii?ary  for  the  Rcii'  i  of  Persons  alflicted 
with  Diseases  of  tlie  Eye  and  the  Kar ;  uiiich  has  been  recom- 
mended to  the  public  by  the  siirnatures  of  all  the  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Si.  I  lirjma&'s  and  Guy's  Iluspitals,  The  luUuwing  t* 
the  plan  upon  which  it  is  to  be  conducted. 

1.  That  a  Dispensary  be  opeoed  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  who 
•re  afilitted  with  diseases  of  the  eye  and  the  ear,  where  they  may 
app)y»  and  obtain  medicines  gratis. 

2.  That  the  Dispensary  be  central  in  its  Sitoation^  and  contaia 
two  beds  for  the  reception  of  patients  who  undergo  the  operation 
for  the  cataract,  or  any  other  operation  of  the  eye  requiring  minute 
care. 

S.  That  the  Charity  may  be  established  at  as  little  expcnce  as 
p<K«>iLle,  it  is  succ:e^ted  that  a  house  of  a  very  moderate  rentf  wiii 
be  sulticienl  tor  all  the  purpObes  of  this  chaiitv. 

4  lhat  a  person  contributini;  an  annual  bubscription  of  One 
Guinea,  be  a  Go\tmor,  and  have  the  right  of  recommending,  and 
keeping  under  the  taie  of  the  charily,  one  out-patient;  or  two,  u 
his  subscription  aniouuis  to  Two  Guineas. 

5»  That  Persons  afiflicted  with  cases,  which  make  it  necessary 
that  they  should  be  received  into  the  house^  shall  be  received  ac« 
cording  to  priority  of  recommendatioo* 


A  second  edition  of  Dr.  Trotter's  Essay,  Medical,  Pbiloso- 

pliiial,  and  Choinical,  corrected  and  enlarged,  is  now  in  the  pref«, 
and  be  publir«hed  in  the  course  of  the  ensuiny;  month. — French 
;;iul  C^ui  tuaa  Cran^lutiuus  of  (Uis  Essay  arc  auuuunced  al  Poiis  aiid 
Vienna, 


To  CORRESPONDENTS. 

?Tr  TrTAMnrnT  atne's  work  on  Worms  and  Vennifuges  will  be  noticed 
in  »>u!  next  Number. 

(Joiianuiiii^aUuns  ar«  received  from  Drs.  .'Vduins,  Turoer,  and  Kiiiiriakt-, 
Messrs.  HtiU,  SiAraoos,  Ijow,  Davie^,  Crowfoot,  Whtttero,  Rjal,  Bond, 
Chumberloiuc^  PeaiaJ,  Sheorlj,  Williiun%  Phiblogiis,  T.  SU  Hamaww, 
aiid  il. 


ERRATA. 

P.  448,  1.  rf ,  for  P^izoni,  read  Fmoni* 

459,  i.  21,  for  Weendj,  read  Weende. 
46^  L  If  Hot  Ducwxun,  read  Doctoceoht 
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